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�

NOVEMBER 28, 2021�

�

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT�

� OUR VALUES�

Christ Jesus, enable us to reap this bountiful 

harvest by staying rooted in the “good soil” of the 

basic principles in which we as a parish believe.�

�

��� We are a parish who prays, studies, �

� � � and acts in accord with the Scriptures �

� � � and the traditions of the Catholic �� �

� � � Church �and the Diocese of Erie.�

��� We are a parish who stands firmly on �

� � � the foundation of our past;� �

��� We are a parish who understands and 

� � � responds to the changing needs of all �

� � � families today;�

��� We are a parish who welcomes and �

� � � enjoys fellowship with all people;�

��� We are a parish who lives within our �

� � � means and exercises responsible � �

� � � stewardship of the resources � � � �

� � � entrusted to us;�

��� We are a parish who works together �

� � � as�God’s family for the good of all, � �

� � � putting our common mission above ��

� � � all else.�

�

� This we pray, in your name. Amen.�

�

� St. Boniface, pray for us.�

OUR MISSION �

Christ Jesus, you call us together as a parish 

to sow and nurture the seeds of God’s saving 

love in the hearts and minds of all our 

neighbors and beyond by living your gospel.�

�

OUR VISION�

Christ Jesus, bless us as you blessed our 

patron, St. Boniface, so that, by carrying out 

the mission entrusted to us, our parish will 

yield a bountiful harvest of passionate 

disciples, united to you by the sacraments 

and sent by you to further your mission.�

�

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE �

HEARING DEVICE AVAILABLE�



ST. BONIFACE� � ERIE�

heavens I was there, when he marked out the vault 

over the face of the deep...Then I was beside him as 

his craftsman, and I was his delight day by 

day” (Proverbs 8:22�23, 27, 30). �

�

In the New Testament, Jesus is presented as the 

embodiment of divine Wisdom, with perfect 

knowledge of the Father and his will which he comes 

to share with those who listen (Matthew 11:25�27). He 

teaches with God’s own authority and reveals the 

inner mysteries of God’s law; those who hear his 

words and act on them are richly blessed while those 

who fail to listen and act on his words are doomed 

(Matthew 7:24�29). Most clearly, John identifies Jesus 

with divine Wisdom as the expression, or Word, of 

God’s creative will: “In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. All things came to 

be through him, and without him nothing came to be. 

What came to be through him was life, and this life 

was the light of the human race; the light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 

1:1�5). �

�

Divine Wisdom, with whom and through whom God 

creates all things and holds them in being, took flesh 

2000 years ago in Jesus to reveal to us the fullness of 

God’s truth and will. Only by embracing and living by 

that Wisdom can we walk in the light and attain the 

fullness of life at the end of creation, when God’s 

plan, revealed in Jesus, will be complete. We pray 

therefore during Advent for Jesus to come and lead us 

to that day in the light and life of God’s Wisdom. �

�

Fr. Marc Stockton 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS�
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DIRECTORY�

Parish Office������������������������������������������������������������825�4439�

Pre�School������������������������������������������������825�4439 ext. 222�

Center���������������������������������������������������������������������825�8101�

Hall Rental���������������������������������������������������������������825�4439�

Parish Website������������������������www.stbonifaceparisherie.org�

Pastor���������������������������������pastor@stbonifaceparisherie.org�

General Office���������������secretary@stbonifaceparisherie.org�

Business Office����������������finance@stbonifaceparisherie.org�

Religious Ed.����������faithformation@stbonifaceparisherie.org�

Pre�School�������������������preschool@stbonifaceparisherie.org�

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK�

THE ‘O ANTIPHONS’ �

PART 1: O WISDOM �

�

“O come, thou Wisdom from on 

high, who ord’rest all things 

mightily; to us the path of 

knowledge show, and teach us in 

her ways to go” (O COME, O 

COME EMMANUEL). �

�

Probably the best known hymn of 

Advent, O COME, O COME 

EMMANUEL, sums up in seven 

cryptic, haunting verses the 

meaning of the season by 

expressing our deep longing as God’s people for the 

coming of his Son and, with him, our salvation. These 

seven verses, however, weren’t just made up for the 

song. The hymn is a collection of seven antiphons, or 

opening verses, for the Marian hymn, the 

MAGNIFICAT, which is sung every evening by the 

Church and which has special antiphons for the 

evenings of December 17�23, leading up to our 

celebration of Christmas. These special verses are 

called the ‘O Antiphons’ due to the fact that each one 

begins by addressing Christ by a different prophetic 

title drawn from the Old Testament, each beginning 

with ‘O’. �

�

By reflecting on these verses, we come to a fuller 

understanding of who Christ is and deepen our desire 

for his coming, in our celebration of his first coming 

at Christmas, in the many ways he comes to us in our 

daily lives, and in his future coming when God’s plan 

in Christ will be complete. Toward that end, I will 

reflect on each of the seven verses in this column 

throughout the Advent season, beginning today with 

the second verse, which is actually the first of the O 

Antiphons, ‘O Wisdom’. �

�

In the Old Testament, Wisdom is presented as an 

expression of the mind of God, the embodiment of his 

knowledge and understanding revealed in the perfect 

order of creation and the perfect justice of his 

law.Those who seek and embrace divine Wisdom 

bring their minds into conformity with God’s and 

benefit richly from Wisdom’s blessings, while those 

who reject Wisdom stray into folly and suffer the 

curses that follow (Proverbs 2). This Wisdom is 

personified as being present with God and active in 

his plan for creation: “The Lord begot me, the 

firstborn of his ways, the forerunner of his prodigies 

of long ago; from of old I was poured forth, at the 

first, before the earth...When he established the 
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~PRE SCHOOL NEWS~ 

Psalms 100:4���Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and 

into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him and bless 

his name.�

�

Preschool News: �

Since Thanksgiving is upon us the teachers have asked our 

2�, 3�, and 4�year�old students “What are you Thankful 

for?” Here are some of their responses:�

�

2�year�old preschool: �

Morgan, Michael, Aiden, Daddy & Mommy� Morgan�

Mommy, Daddy and my doggy� Brooklyn�

My Mamma, Grandma, Daddy, Mia, Max and Olivia�    

Skylar�

My Mom & Dad. I Love my Family! My School and 

chicken� Emma�

Mommy, Daddy, Joanne, Ms. Candace & Ms. Bree� 

Kaylee�

My mommy and Daddy, I love my family! � Ashtyn�

Lions, kittens, I’m thankful for Raven, Remey. I love my 

family! � Declan�

Bennett, Mommy and Daddy. I’m thankful for my teachers 

and I love my toys! �Austen�

Kinkin, I love my Mommy and Daddy. Gram gram and 

Aunt Kimber are my favorite. � Drew�

�

3�year�old preschool:�

Godzilla� Grant�

Dinosaurs� Eric�

PJ Masks� Emily�

Monster Trucks� Drake�

Maple Syrup� Quinton�

My Family� Ellie�

My Dad� Jordynn�

Toys� Marea�

My Family� Abigail�

Stuffed Animals Olivia�

�

4�year�old preschool:�

Family� Teresa�

Santa� Fenton�

Santa for giving me a unicorn� Andie�

Mommy, Daddy, Sissy, Brother� Leena�

Family and friends� Brady�

Dog and sister� Joey�

Santa�Bryson�

Mommy and Dada� Myla�

Sister� Isabella�

Doggie, because she is so cute� Amelia�

Firefighters� Gabby�

Mom and Daddy� Kylie�

Grandma and Grandpa� Kinleigh�

Dog, Mommy, and Daddy� Rowen�

Santa & Brother� Bennett�

�

Happy Thanksgiving from  

St. Boniface Preschool! 

Mask Mandate Reminder:�

A reminder that mask wearing is MANDATED for licensed 

childcare centers across the state of Pennsylvania. Staff, 

students, and any others who enter a childcare center 

(vaccinated or unvaccinated) are REQUIRED to wear a 

mask when proper social distancing is not available. This 

mandate is set forth by the Pennsylvania Dept. of Health 

and the Office of Child Development and Youth (OCDEL). 

If you need to come to the preschool for any reason, please 

be prepared with a mask. �

�

We appreciate families and parishioners who understand 

and abide by the rules set forth by the state of PA            

concerning the safety of children enrolled in childcare     

programs. �

�

St. Boniface Preschool continues to seek applicants:�

Our preschool is in need of a part�time employee for the 

2021/2022 school year who will work with children        

between the ages of 2�5 and school age children grades      

K�4. We are also looking for substitute teachers/aides.    

Requirements: Minimum 1 year of verifiable experience 

working with children and appropriate clearances. If you or 

someone you know is looking for a fun and fulfilling       

part�time position or would just like to be placed on the 

substitute/volunteer list, please send a resume to              

Preschool@stbonifaceparisherie.org!�

�

Important Dates:�

BEEF STICK SALE continues into November:        

Purchase a Country Meat Beef Stick for $1 each in 

a variety of flavors at the school and church office! 

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!�

Wednesday, November 24�Monday November 29: 

No School�

Tuesday, November 30: School Resumes�

Hours of Operation:�

Before Care: 7:00�8:15 AM �

Preschool Programs: 8:15 AM�3:15 PM (11:45 AM half 

day)�

After Care: 3:30�5:30 PM�

�

Be Grateful in all things and God Bless,�

Brooke Lander�

St. Boniface Preschool Director�

�

�

ADORATION~ Please join us the last Thursday of 

each month at 6:00p.m. in the Church for Adoration. 

All are welcome to attend. If you have any questions 

contact the parish office.�

�

�

SANCTUARY CANDLE LIT IN 

MEMORY~ The Sanctuary Candle is lit 

this week in memory of William Brzozowski 

from Dianne & Family.�



~FAITH FORMATION NEWS~ 

“The season of Advent restores … a hope which does not 

disappoint for it is founded on God’s Word. A hope which 

does not disappoint, simply because the Lord never         

disappoints! … Let us think about and feel this beauty.”�

~Pope Francis�

�

A Prayer for Advent by Loyola Press: Week One �

Light one candle and sit for a moment in silence.�

Christ our Light,�

Shine in our lives with hope and promise.�

Give us the right vision so that we remain attentive to 

this holy season.�

Remind us to look for you in small acts of kindness 

and love.�

We await your coming with wonder.�

Amen.�

�

Upcoming News and Events�

If you haven't already done so, register for our Faith 

Formation and/or Sacrament Prep Sessions. Parents 

with children of all ages are welcome to join and 

guide their families through “faith�talk” discussions, 

faith�filled activities, and increased involvement   

within our parish community.�

�

Faith Stories Tip of the Week: Try Discussion 

Starters. The following  discussion starters can be 

used at home whenever tough topics arise:�

What do you think about that situation?�

What do you think God thinks about it?�

If you were in that situation, what do you think you 

should do?�

The discussions don’t have to be heavy or require 

deep and exhausting interfaces. They can be             

opportunities for parents to open communication lines 

with their kids that lead to greater trust and honesty. 

When parents feel equipped to talk about certain 

issues with kids, they’re much more likely to lead    

conversations toward God. As you and your family 

share, you may discover new types of prayer, 

practices, or rituals that are more meaningful. As 

always ,enjoy this special time growing in faith with 

your family. It is truly a gift from God.�

�

Thank you for your patience as we transition to     

home�based/virtual sessions and look for upcoming�

Family�Based activities during Advent!�

�

Grades 9�10, Home�Based Sessions via Chosen 

Program Online�

*Lessons 4 and 5 to be completed online by the end of 

November.�

*Lessons 6 and 7 are to be completed during 

December.�

�

Confirmation Class�

12/5  9:30 � 10:30 Virtual Class: Work Towards      

Salvation & The Beatitudes�

12/19 9:30 � 10:30 Virtual Class: Miracles & Seasons 

of the Liturgical Year�

�

Love and Light,�

Jeanne Yaple�

�

The Word of God this Week ~Loyola Press�

Gospel Reading, Luke 21:25�28,34�36 �

Jesus teaches his disciples to be vigilant so that they will 

be ready when the Son of Man comes in glory.�

�

FAMILY CONNECTION~ In today's Gospel, 

Jesus warns his disciples against the fatigue that can 

emerge if one becomes consumed by the anxieties of 

daily life. Many families are too familiar with the 

kind of fatigue Jesus refers to here. We may be      

concerned about a family member's health, our job 

security, our children's education, or any number of 

other concerns. All these are important matters. Jesus 

does not promise an end to daily worries and fears, 

but he does teach his disciples that they will have the 

strength to withstand anxiety if they stay focused on 

him, remaining vigilant for his return and praying for 

strength to endure all tribulations. Through prayer, 

God helps us stay focused on what is most important 

in our lives.�

�

As you gather as a family, recall the tradition of     

making New Year's resolutions in preparation for the 

new calendar year. Observe that today is the first    

Sunday of Advent, which is the beginning of the new 

Church year. During the season of Advent, our      

Gospel readings ask us to consider what is most      

important to us as we prepare for Jesus' coming, at his 

birth and at the end of time. Read today's Gospel, 

Luke 21:25�28,34�36. Jesus describes signs that may 

disturb many people, but he says that these should not 

disturb his disciples. Why? (because these signs      

indicate that redemption is near) What does Jesus say 

that his disciples should do? (Be vigilant and pray for 

strength.) At this start of the new Church year,       

consider as a family what “Advent resolutions” your 

family might make to help you stay focused so that 

you will be prepared to receive the salvation we      

celebrate at Jesus' birth and anticipate at Jesus' second 

coming. Pray together for God's help in following 

through on these resolutions. Pray together today's 

psalm, Psalm 25: The Lord will teach us His paths.�



�

CHURCH CLEANING~       

Heavenly dusters this week are: Beth 

Allgeier, Nancy Dinges, Cathy 

Dombrowski, Molly Johnson, Helga 

Russell and Kris Waskiewicz. May 

God bless them in their faithful work.�

~LECTOR~ 

SATURDAY–  December 4 

� 5:00 p.m.� � J. Wise�

SUNDAY— December 5 

�   7:30 a.m.� � G. Stanton�

� 10:30 a.m.� � R. Jaworski�

~ALTAR SERVER~ 

SATURDAY— December 4 

� 5:00 p.m.� � Need Volunteer�

SUNDAY— December 5 

�   7:30 a.m.� � N. Szymanski�

� 10:30 a.m.� � E. Whiteford�

� � �

~UPCOMING EVENTS~�

Tuesday— November 30 

 7:00p.m.�� Choir (Church)�

Wednesday— December 1�

� 7:00p.m.�� Boy Scouts (Classroom) 

Thursday— December 2 

 6:30p.m.�� Knights of Columbus Meeting � � �

� � � � � (Zapolski Room) 

Friday— December 3 

 1:00p.m.�� Prayer Shawl Ministry �

� � � � � (St. Anthony Room)�

�

SCHEDULING~ If you are interested in renting the 

Coleman Center or the St. Boniface Parish Hall for a 

party or family function please call the parish office at 

825�4439 for more information.�

�

BAPTISMAL CLASS~ New parents are         

required to take a Baptismal preparation class prior to 

having their first child baptized. Parents who have   

already attended baptism class and kept                  

documentation of that attendance do no need to take 

the classes more than once. Please call the parish     

office for class dates or check the weekly bulletin for      

upcoming classes. There is a class being held at         

St. Luke, on December 7th at 7:00p.m. in the Rectory 

Office. Please call the Parish Office at 814�825�6920 

to register.  �

�

CHRISTMAS FLOWER  DONATIONS~ 

Reminder to fill out your Christmas 

Flower Memorial envelopes (located 

in the gathering space) in memory of 

your loved ones. This is a great way 

for family members and friends to 

be remembered at Christmas time. 

Turn in your envelopes to the parish office or in the 

collection basket at Saturday or Sunday Mass.�

 

�

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS 

RECONCILIATION�

Saturday…………………………….4:15−4:45 p.m.�

(and anytime by appointment)�

Monday, November 29, Advent Weekday �

� No Mass Today� � � �

�

Tuesday, November 30, Saint Andrew   �

� 8:00 a.m.� � Joan Pisano �

� � � � � � (Vic Pisano)� �  �

�

Wednesday, December 1, Advent Weekday  �

� 8:00 a.m.� � Agnes & James Kanonczyk �

� � � � � � (Ron & Cathy Dombrowski)� �

�

Thursday, December 2, Dedication of Springfield 

Illinois Cathedral    �

� 8:00 a.m.� � Joe Winkler �

� � � � � � (Brian & Kathleen Praetzel & Family)�

�

Friday, December 3, Saint Francis Xavier   �

� 8:00 a.m.� � Norbert Kania �

� � � � � � (Mike & Cheryl Ferrie)�� �

�

Saturday, December 4, Advent Weekday                        �

� 8:00 a.m.�� � Davie Neenan �

� � � � � � (Kathy Thompson)� � �  �

� �

� 5:00 p.m.�� � Joe Winkler �

� � � � � � (Christine Anderson & Family)�

�

Sunday, December 5, Second Sunday of Advent   �

� 7:30 a.m.� � Eleanor Kozik �

� � � � � � (Pat & Teresa Wilczynski)��  � �    �

�               �

� 10:30 a.m.� � Living and Deceased Members of 

� � � � � � St. Boniface Parish � � �         �

~Week of  November 14,  

Collection~ 

 

Adult�������������������������������������������������$4,895.00�

Loose�����������������������������������������������������$23.68�

Online��������������������������������������������������$928.00�

Catholic Service Appeal����������������������$485.00�

Human Development����������������������������$10.00�

All Saints�����������������������������������������������$10.00�

�

~Thank you to those who use their envelopes regularly 

and to all who have increased their offerings.~�
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RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT & SON FUNERAL HOME, INC.
Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor 

– Pre-Planned Funerals Available –
 5000 Wattsburg Road, Erie PA 16504 Phone: 814-824-5000  Fax: 814-824-5006

wwww.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

FRANK PREGLER, D. O.
Board Certified in 

Family Practice & Geriatrics
3710 Pine Avenue

454-5886

Reliable, experienced and compassionate 
in-home care offered 24/7.

Your locally owned source for in-home care.Your locally owned source for in-home care.
814-920-4492

www.homeaidesnow.com

 Pine Avenue Branch
 845 East 38th St.
 825-2500

bruggerfuneralhomes.com
Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning

On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor

Tax & Accounting 
Services
Bliley Tax & Accounting, LLC
814-572-7065
Linda Bliley, Enrolled Agent
Parishioner
linda.bliley@blileyaccounting.com Contact Brett Burt to 

place an ad today! 
bburt@4LPi.com or 

(800) 477-4574 x6443 

Norman “Bud” Stark, Attorney at Law
Parishioner

Real Estate, Wills, General 
Call or Text (814) 602-8201

nstark@marshlaw.com

AT AFTONS - 8955 Wattsburg Road, Erie, PA 16509
814-825-0549  SALES - SERVICE - INSTALL

814-739-9560


