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Sanctuary Lamp burns constantly to
proclaim the real presence of
Jesus in the Tabernacle.

The flame will burn for 14 days in
memory of:

Felix Zaunbrecher

(December 30—January 12, 2019)
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WEEKEND COLLECTION

Due to early deadlines,
the collection amounts for
December 23rd & 30th
will be posted in next
weekends bulletin...
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Monday, January 7th

12:00 Noon Mass: Special Intentions

Tuesday, January 8th

8:30 am Mass: Special Intentions

Wednesday, January 9th

12:00 Noon Mass: Joseph & Marie McClelland
(Annv), Carroll Robichaux, Sr., Faye Robichaux
Olivier, Fernest Cormier & Fly, Yola & Gilbert
Bonin, George & Lorena Landry, Isabella Comeaux
Thursday, January 10th

8:30 am Mass: Special Intentions

Friday, January 11th

12:00 Noon Mass: Special Intentions

Saturday, January 12th

4:00 pm & 6:00 pm Masses: Paul R. Olivier, Philip
Perrodin, Mary Perrodin, Curtis Perrodin, Sr.,
Henry Collette Fly, Francis, Norman & Wayne
Trahan, Leon Recard, Elvis Jimmerson, Lloyd
Joseph

Sunday, January 13th

8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 Noon Masses: Quinn
Dejean, Grace Castille, Dallas Hebert, Richard D
Hudson, Joyce FF & Warren Stutes, Juliana Kathryn
Gerami, Peggy Angelle Gielen, John Dan Gielen,
Norman Benoit (Annv.), Jeanne Benoit, Seville
Benoit
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GOSPEL MEDITATION:
January 6, 2018—The Epiphany of the Lord

"Behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying 'Where is the
newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to
do him homage."" How strange to journey so far for perhaps so little. Of
course the magi go to the capitol city. Of course they entreat with King
Herod. Of course this is where they expect newborn royalty to be. But
where is the child? "In Bethlehem of Judea," the scribes say. And so the
magi go on to what is yet another Christmas miracle.

We don't know where the magi met the Christ Child, but it cannot have been lavish. Perhaps it was the stable.
Perhaps it was a small hovel Joseph had found to wait out the census. But it would have been the home of a
laborer, worn and threadbare. Here, in this unassuming abode, the magi are still "overjoyed...they prostrated
themselves and did him homage."

Have you ever gotten to the end of a great work and found the results to be underwhelming? How did you
respond? Were you disappointed or elated at God's providence and your upended expectations? The magi
journeyed hundreds of miles over treacherous terrain to pay homage to royalty they have seen prophesied in
the stars. They encountered an ordinary family displaced from their home. This Sunday, the magi are an
example for us. Can we see God in the unexpected? Do we encounter Him in the person who doesn't fit our
expectations of propriety? Do we revere Christ's presence in the poor? Or do we expect to meet God only in
places of honor and esteem? This week, ask God for the grace to honor Him in the unexpected places and
unassuming people. He is waiting for you!

BAPTISMS: 2019 Offertory

Baptism is celebrated once a month at St. Genevieve Church. Diocesan
policy requires attendance of a Baptismal preparation course for first time E nvelopes
parents, who must be registered at St. Genevieve or live in the boundaries of
our parish. You may attend the class as early as possible. Pre-registration Are available fOl"
is required. Please contact the Parish Office for details. Classes &

Baptisms follow Noon Mass on Sundays. *Dates are subject to change Pl ck up in the
2019 Baptism Preparation Classes* My stical Rose Hall
B4 before and after all
2019 Baptism Dates*

TBA Masses...

MARRIAGES:

Call the Parish Office at least 6 months in advance of desired wedding date Don' ii.

to schedule an appointment and begin the preparation process. Forget Your -

FUNERALS: i

When making funeral arrangements, one must make arrangements with the Weekly Oﬁermg Envelope

priest before contacting and finalizing arrangements with the funeral home.
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Besides the Wise Men, what is significant about the Epiphoany?

Epiphany means “manifestarion™ or public display. The teast is usually celebrated January
vnigua to Macchow (2:1-127. Magi from the Eazr come to offer homage o che newborn King,
presenting him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

This pare of Matthew's infancy narmative differs from Loke's account of the birth of Jesos, In

Luke there are no Magi, star, nor gifis. Luke has Jesus being orn in a stable after Mary and

Jrmepl's Tong travel from Nazareth ro Berhlehem. Marthew seems to have rthe family living in

a house in Bethlehern, where the Magi lind them.

Welyy these dullerences? They stem Grom the teeds and concerns of the avdience e autbuors
were addressing, as well a5 the theological stance of ench author. Knowing the original
inlertion helps cet al the cormect interprelation of the Lexd,

Since Marthew was writing pritnanily to a Jewish community, his concern was o show thar
Jesus did not cotne just for Jews, bul lor Genliles gy well. From his very biody, Jesus o

emly ramifeses himself oo Jews, bue also to Gientiles who are prominently included in che
manifestation. symbolized by the Magi and cheir joumey. This is the most significant aspect
of the fenst of Epiphaoy, Tlow doopon manitest Jesas rooall wich whem you come oo conecr !

12 20 3 Liturgical Publications Inc

ET307_01H. tif

TRAVELING CATHOLICS

For Nationwide Mass Times/locations: www.masstimes.org

When on vacation your weekly contributions may be mailed to:

St. Genevieve Church
417 E. Simcoe Street
Lafayette, LA 70501

Interested in joining St. Genevieve Church Parish?

A Catholic parish is the single most important part of our Catholic Church. This is where we continue the
mission of Jesus Christ. This is where we publicly express our faith, joining together with others to give
witness of our communion with God and with one another.

Listed below are (2) main reasons you may want to consider registering with our Parish:

In order to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion,
Confirmation or Holy Matrimony you will need to be a registered member.

For religious education instruction and Sacramental preparation, the families of those attending must
also be registered parishioners.

If you would like to register, please call, email or log on to our website.
Parish Office: (337) 234-5147 Email: gbreaux@stgens.net Website: stgens.net
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The Most Holy Name of Jesus

What is in a name? Why is it so important?

Those of us who are parents know how much time we spend thinking and
discussing about what name to give our newborn children. It is the same
with the church. Recall the Scripture passage about how the animals
were named in Genesis. Changing our name is also a way to mark an
important moment in our lives. Think of Saul who persecuted the
Christians. His name was changed to Paul when he realized that Jesus
was the Son of God. And even our popes change their names and take on
a new name; Jorge Mario Bergoglio became Francis.

The entrance antiphon for the feast of the Most Holy Name of Jesus gives
us a glimpse into how important Jesus' name is:

At the name of Jesus, every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The history of the Holy Name of Jesus goes back to the earliest years of Christianity. How
many of you remember the symbol IHS? It is a monogram. It comes from the Greek word for
Jesus. This reverence continued into the medieval devotions promoted by St. Anselm of
Canterbury.

It was only during the Council of Lyons in 1274 that the Church added the date to our liturgi-
cal calendar. There are some writings that call the Holy Name of Jesus a healing ointment for
the soul. So the next time you think of the name of someone, recall the long and important his-
tory of Jesus' name and why we hold, with such reverence, Jesus' holy name.

Everyday Stewardship

"The Story of the Other Wise Man" by Henry Van Dyke was first published in 1895. It tells the fictional story
of Artaban, a fourth wise man who began a journey to visit Jesus, the newborn King. Unlike his fellow Magi,
he failed to make it there for the birth of Jesus because he kept pausing to help various people in need. In
fact, it took him about 33 years of searching before his quest comes to an abrupt end when he is hit in the
head with a falling roof shingle. His final breath takes place in Jerusalem near the place where Jesus is being
crucified. As he lies dying, he hears the voice of Jesus telling him that the gifis he has given all along the way
to "the least of these" he has actually given to Jesus himself.

If you have never read this story or seen the made-for-television movie based on the tale, you really should
seek it out. It is a story that reminds us of a profound truth. Jesus himself rests in the lives of all those around
us in need. In the story, it was the wise man's constant response to a stewardship call that prevented him from
getting where he wanted to go. In the end, where he needed to go was more significant than where he thought
he should go.

If we live lives of generosity and graciousness, we may find ourselves on constant detours from the road on
which we are traveling. It is in the detours and the unexpected circumstances of our journey that often times
we find our true purpose in life. We think God is somewhere we must travel to, when in reality, God is closer

than we think in the least likely of places.
--Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

The song "We Three Kings" details the gifts of the Magi, but do you know what
you're singing? "Born a king on Bethlehem's plan, gold I bring to crown Him
again." This one is the most straightforward - gold symbolizes the Kingship of
Christ. "Myrrh is mine: its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom."
Myrrh is an embalming spice. Already at Christ's birth, we have the symbolic
reminder of his death. "Frankincense to offer have I. Incense owns a deity nigh."
In many religious traditions, incense symbolizes prayers rising to heaven. In some
pagan traditions, it is thought to help "call down" the deity. The gift of
frankincense symbolizes Jesus' role as the Great High Priest, sanctifying the world

through his sacrifice.

Frankincense Myrrh




