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W hen the flowers, bushes and shrubs on our 
church grounds all make their welcome reap-

pearance this spring, we have the parish Garden Club to 
thank for their skilled efforts.

The club, under the direction of Lawrence Gradwell, 
cares for 18 areas that are planted either in shrubs, 
perennials or annuals. 

“We try to keep it nice looking,” Lawrence says.
In March, the club members took out the dead 

branches, twigs and leaves that accumulated over the 
winter, to get the grounds looking good for Easter. In April, 
the club concentrates on placing mulch around the beds.

Club members, who number a little over two 
dozen, may choose one of the beds and care for it 
throughout the growing season. The members pur-
chase the annuals and bulbs, and the parish sup-
plies the shrubs when necessary.

“They take care of their area when they get the 
chance,” Lawrence says. “Some do it on the weekends, 
and some in the evenings. We try to get each person 
with an area they can take care of. They can plant it and 
take care of it on their own schedule.”

The members take part in the ministry for a variety 
of reasons. Their reasons perhaps are as diverse as the 
group itself. They also are able to use their talents to 
keep everything healthy and growing. Some choose to 
take care of the roses, while others care for the annu-
als — wherever they believe they can put their talents to 
good use.

“Some do it who love to garden, and some want to 
take one area and make it really look nice,” Lawrence 
says. “There are all sorts of reasons.”

The planting, digging and weeding not only creates 
a beautiful setting for our church, but it also provides 

Garden Club

continued on page 5

Immaculate Concept ion Cathol ic  Church

oncept
Monthly    Newslet ter

Apr i l  2020

HELPS GOD’S BEAUTY TO BLOOM



Immaculate Conception
CATHOLIC   CHURCH

PAGE 2

Cultivate Your Personal Garden 
for Christ this Spring

E veryone loves springtime. The weather is warmer 
and beautiful flowers are blooming all around us.

But anyone with a beautiful garden will attest that 
the flowers do not magically appear as if the season 
change itself miraculously makes the flowers bloom. 
Beautiful flowers and lush gardens are the result of 
the gardener’s hard work.

Imagine that a man is given some flower seeds. 
The man then buries the seeds in the ground and 
leaves them on their own. As the months pass and 
rain falls, some seeds may receive enough nour-
ishment to bloom. But simply burying seeds in the 
ground will hardly make for a gorgeous garden. Rath-
er, if the man truly wants to enjoy many beautiful flow-
ers, there is much care and work ahead. Recogniz-
ing the hidden beauty within these simple seeds, he 
must cultivate the ground, plant the seeds in a solid 
foundation, then water and fertilize them throughout 
the year — only then will he see the proper fruit these 
seeds were made to bear.

This simple illustration speaks to the heart of us 
this season — not only as we look around at the flow-
ers, but more importantly as we reflect on the spring-
time of the Church. We are celebrating the great feast 
of Easter when, through His death and Resurrection, 
Christ offers us the greatest gift of all — eternal life 
with Him forever. This celebration leads us to reflect 

on the many gifts God has given us in this life and the 
fruit they will bear, especially as we look to life eternal. 

He has given each of us a multitude of gifts so 
that we can better serve Him and bring others to Him. 
Do we notice the hidden potential of our gifts? Do we 
see them, like the seed — as seemingly small, yet so 
full of fruit? Everything we have — our time, talents 
and treasure — is a gift from the Lord. Do we accept 
gifts in gratitude, then put them to use by cultivating 
and nourishing them so they will bear the proper fruit? 

Just like springtime flowers that we enjoy, our 
time, talents and treasure need to be cared for. Our 
gifts need to be cultivated and nourished. It is only 
then that will we see them for what they are — won-
derful gifts given by God meant for His greater glory. 

Like the seeds, if we use our gifts flippantly, we 
may see some fruits here and there. But we are called 
to so much more — we are called to build a beautiful 
garden. We are called to offer God the most beautiful 
flowers of all.

This season, as we look at all the beautiful flow-
ers around us and enjoy God’s creation, let us think 
about the seeds in our own lives. Ask yourself if you 
have accepted the gifts God has given you — your 
time, talents and treasure — and have cultivated and 
cared for them properly. Or, do they just sit dormant 
within you yearning to bloom?

Just like springtime flowers we now enjoy, our time, talents and treasure 
need to be cared for. Our gifts need to be cultivated and nourished. It is 
only then that will we see them for what they are — wonderful gifts given 

by God meant for His greater glory.
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Dear Parishioners,

H ow do you feel at the end of the 
Palm Sunday Mass each year? 

Have you ever noticed the abrupt shift of 
tone during the course of that liturgy? It be-
gins with great joy as we celebrate Jesus’ 
entry into Jerusalem to the acclamation of 
the crowds. But, then, the mood swings to 
sorrow when the Passion Gospel is read, 
for we hear those same crowds shouting, 
“Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” a few days later.

Palm Sunday begins Holy Week, the 
most important week in the Christian year. The confu-
sion of conflicting moods is spread through the week, 
especially during the Easter Triduum from sundown 
Holy Thursday to sundown Easter Sunday. 

Holy Thursday offers us the glorious Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper celebrating the institution of the Eucha-
rist before we pass to the sadness of the betrayal and 
arrest of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. The next 
day brings us the Good Friday Liturgy of the Passion 
with our recognition of what our sins did to the Incar-
nate Son of God. Then, after a day of waiting as we 
mourn Jesus’ burial and repose in the tomb, we cele-
brate His victory over sin, Satan and death at the Eas-
ter Vigil on Saturday night or at the Masses the next 
day. If we have participated in all the main services of 
the Triduum, we arrive at Sunday evening exhausted, 
but joyful.    

This year Palm Sunday falls on the first Sunday 
in April, so we observe Holy Week and Easter Sun-
day early in the month. That means we will spend 
most of April in the Easter Season, a period filled 
with joy and thanksgiving. Our gladness comes not 

only because Christ rose from the dead, 
but also because we benefit from it. As 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
puts it, “The Paschal mystery has two 
aspects: by his death, Christ liberates us 
from sin; by his Resurrection, he opens 
for us the way to a new life” (CCC, 654).

In other words, Christ’s Resurrection is 
the source of our own future resurrection. 
St. Paul wrote about it to the Romans in the 
following words: “For if we have grown into 

union with him through a death like his, we shall also 
be united with him in the resurrection” (Rom 6:5). 

Eternal life in union with Christ — a hope for 
a new life beginning now and extending on into 
heaven — is the result of Jesus’ Resurrection. What 
greater grounds for thanksgiving can there be than 
this Easter hope?

How do we show our joy and gratitude to God for 
this amazing gift? We join in worship and we praise 
God by word and song. We share the Good News of 
Jesus’ victory over death with our family, friends and 
neighbors. And we offer back to the Lord a portion of 
the time, talent and treasure He has entrusted to us. 
Yes, the Easter message that we share in the benefits 
of Christ’s Resurrection is the ultimate foundation for 
all Christian stewardship.

The Lord is risen, alleluia.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Michael Troha

 Easter: 
The Foundation of Christian Stewardship

A Letter From Our Pastor
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Feeding the Hungry at the Table of God: 
Meet Our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

The statistics are startling. Nearly 800 million 
people in the world do not have adequate nu-

trition. You don’t have to leave the TV on for long 
before you’re encouraged to sponsor a child in 
a third world country or even here in the United 
States. People are starving.

And as important as it is to help those in need 
of food around the world, there is another kind of 
hunger that is often ignored. Loneliness. Feeling 
worthless or unloved. Anger, bitterness, hurt. These 
things are also signs of hunger, but not hunger that 
can be satisfied by any natural food. These are ex-
amples of spiritual hunger, and they can only be 
satisfied by spiritual food. 

Along with priests and deacons, our Extraor-
dinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHCs) are 
lay people within our parish who recognize this 
spiritual hunger and choose to serve the parish by 
helping bring nourishment to those in need of the 
Eucharist, both at Mass and to those who are sick, 
homebound or in nursing homes. 

“It really is a privilege to be able to give the 
Eucharist to somebody, either at Mass, or the sick 
and the homebound, to allow them to receive Je-
sus within them,” says Music Director Mike Kelley, 
who helps to coordinate the EMHCs. “We have very 
dedicated ministers in this ministry and they take it 
very seriously, which is a very beautiful thing.”

Parishioner Cindy Patt has been serving in this 
ministry, both at Mass and visiting those who are 
unable to attend Mass, for the past 30 years. In 
her experience, serving in this way has been an  

opportunity to grow in her faith and appreciation 
of the Eucharist, especially as she visits those who 
are not able to attend Mass or receive the Blessed 
Sacrament as often as they might like. 

“The thing that strikes me the most, when I go 
to the nursing home, is how happy the people are to 
have me there, bringing the Blessed Sacrament to 
them,” Cindy says. “I’ve had numerous people start 
to cry when I ask them if they’d like to receive Com-
munion. Tears come to their eyes and it strikes me 

Our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion serve to 
share Christ with their fellow parishioners.

It really is a privilege to be able to give the Eucharist to somebody, either at 
Mass, or the sick and the homebound, to allow them to receive Jesus within them. 

We have very dedicated ministers in this ministry and they take it very seriously, 
which is a very beautiful thing.        — Mike Kelley, Music Director

“
"

continued on page 5
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that I have the opportunity to go [to Mass] whenever 
I would like, and this is so special for these people 
who don’t necessarily have that opportunity.”

“It helps me try to remember every time I receive 
Communion, how special it is,” she adds. “This is 
Jesus, and He’s willing to come to me in this way.” 

Cindy also tries to take the opportunity to pray 
for those with whom she shares the Eucharist. 

“If I happen to know someone is not feeling well 
or is dealing with illness or tragedy or sadness, I try 
to say a little prayer — when I present the Body of 
Blood of Jesus to them — that this will encourage 
them and give them the grace they need to carry on 
with whatever God has put in their path,” she says.  

Cindy and Mike encourage those who feel 
called to serve in this ministry to prayerfully con-
sider it. Ministers go through diocesan training and 
certification, and are commissioned by the pastor. 

“If somebody feels that they are being drawn 
to doing this, I would say, pray about it and go and 
talk to one of the priests and discern whether this 
is something God is calling you to do,” Cindy says.  

“You really need to be called into this ministry,” 
Mike says. “You need to feel a love of the Eucharist 
to have a great devotion to the Lord in the Sacra-
ment. It’s such a special thing — it’s not just a piece 
of bread or grape juice. In our faith, this is the Body 
and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ.”

If you would like more information on becoming trained to serve as an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion, please contact Fr. Michael Troha at 440-942-4500

or Mike Kelley at 216-374-8961.

Anyone who is 
interested in 

joining the Garden 
Club may either 
call Lawrence 
Gradwell at 

440-942-6196, 
or the parish 

office at 
440-942-4500. 
“We welcome 
anyone who 

wants to help 
out,” Lawrence 

says.

extra benefits for the members by 
enabling them to grow spiritually. 
The members come to understand 
that just as growing things must be 
cared for, the same is true for our 
spiritual lives.

In a similar way, the beauty of 
the planted beds around the church 
enable us to see the beauty of God.

“The plantings make the 
church grounds more welcoming,” 
Lawrence says. “You don’t want a 
church without beautiful flowers. It 
makes the church more complete, 
and makes us realize there’s more 
to life than routine.”

The Garden Club receives strong 
support from the parish staff, and 
works closely with the maintenance 
crew to coordinate their efforts. With 
the Garden Club tending to the plant-
ed beds, the maintenance crew can 
concentrate on the buildings.

Although the Garden Club has 
only one meeting in late winter to 
prepare for the year, last fall the 
group had a potluck dinner that will 
most likely be repeated this year. 

“We’re just going to see how it 
goes,” Lawrence says. “We’ll prob-
ably do the dinner again, or even 
something in the summer.”

Garden Club  continued from front cover
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Divine Mercy Sunday 
and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy

I n the 1930s, Sr. Maria Faustina Kow-
alska of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 

a Sister of Our Lady of Mercy, received a 
message from the Lord that she was to 
live her life as a model of Christ’s merciful 
love and spread Christ’s mercy throughout 
the world. She proceeded to offer up all of 
her personal sufferings in atonement for 
the sins of others. She kept a secret di-
ary in which she wrote of God’s mercy, as 
well as about her special devotion to Mary 
Immaculate and to the Sacraments of the 
Eucharist and Reconciliation, which gave 
her strength. Sr. Faustina’s diary, Divine 
Mercy in My Soul, serves as the handbook 
for the devotion to the Divine Mercy. In it, 
we read of the message of mercy that she 
received from Christ.

On April 30, 2000, Sr. Faustina Kow-
alska was canonized by Pope John Paul II. 
Then, on May 23, 2000, the Congregation 
for Divine Worship decreed that “through-
out the world, the second Sunday of Eas-
ter will receive the name Divine Mercy 
Sunday, a perennial invitation to the 
Christian world to face, with confidence in 
divine benevolence, the difficulties and tri-
als that humankind will experience in the 
years to come.”  

On Divine Mercy Sunday — occurring 
this year on April 19 — all parishioners 
are encouraged to pray the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet, always remembering and practic-
ing the essential “ABCs” of Divine Mercy:

• Ask for mercy
• Be merciful to others
• Completely trust in Jesus

How to Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet
“Chaplet” simply refers to the prayers counted on a rosary. 
The Lord said to St. Faustina, “You will recite this chaplet 

on the beads of the Rosary in the following Manner:”

Begin with: 
One Our Father, one Hail Mary, and the Apostle's Creed

On the “Our Father" beads say:
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and 

Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.

On the “Hail Mary" beads say:
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us 

and on the whole world.

In conclusion, three times recite these words:
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy 

on us and on the whole world. 

“I want the whole world to know my infinite mercy. I want to 
give unimaginable graces to those who trust in my mercy” 

(Diary, 687).
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Seeking to follow the Blessed Mother's 
example, Mary's Way gathers the 

women of the parish together regularly 
for prayer, fellowship and service.

Following Our Lady’s Example Through the 
Mary’s Way Ministry

“D o whatever he tells you” 
(John 2:5).

These simple, yet powerful 
words — the last recorded ones 
spoken by Our Lady — summarize 
the life of our Blessed Mother. It 
was a life of humble submission 
to the will of the Father, continu-
ally ready to serve others — a life 
of true discipleship.

This is the spirit the Mary’s 
Way Ministry at Immaculate Con-
ception seeks to emulate by gath-
ering the women of the parish to-
gether regularly for intercessory 
prayer, spiritual enrichment and 
outreach. Formerly known as the 
Elizabeth Ministry, the ministry 
initially began as a way to spiritu-
ally and physically support parish 
families during the joys and sor-
rows of life.

“Our mission both then and 
now is to offer prayers and meals 
as a way of supporting families 
that recently had a baby, families 
with a baby or child suffering 

from an illness, and in some cas-
es, families that had suffered the 
loss of a child,” says coordinator 
Claudia Cogan.

“Each month, the parish of-
fice provides us with a list of any 
parishioners that have passed 
away, been baptized or have 
gotten married,” adds fellow 
coordinator Barb Schoen. “Our 
ministry then meets on the first 
Monday of every month, begin-
ning and ending our meeting with 
a Hail Mary for each of those in-
dividuals. We continue to pray 
individually for these people and 
any other prayer requests we re-
ceive throughout the month. We 
also send a card to the families 
to let them know they are in our 
thoughts and prayers.”

Still continuing this aspect of 
the ministry today, Mary’s Way has 
also expanded in recent years to 
include periodic social events, vari-
ous social outreach opportunities 
and an annual Mary’s Way Dinner.

“The Mary’s Way Dinner truly 
is a wonderful event consist-
ing of a catered dinner followed 
by a speaker with a message 
on saying ‘yes’ like Mary,” Barb 
says. “This year’s event will be 
held on Sunday, April 26, and we 
will be joined by Brooke Taylor, 
a nationally recognized Catholic 
speaker with an inspiring story.”

Both Barb and Claudia feel 
that participating in Mary’s Way 
has greatly impacted their spiri-
tual life and overall sense of con-
nection to the faith community. 

“I have been blessed with new 
friendships throughout the years as 
a result of this ministry,” Barb says. 
“It has also helped me to develop a 
more meaningful prayer life.” 

continued on back cover

We celebrate the joyous occasions with 
parishioners, as well as offer condolences when 

there is a loss. Individuals are brought closer to Christ 
by knowing that we are praying for them on a daily 
basis. We hope that they are able to see the face of 
Christ when they receive a handwritten card offering 

our prayers of support.        — Claudia Cogan

“
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“I have found that my devotion to Mary has increased tremen-
dously,” Claudia says. “I am more aware of following Mary’s example 
of always doing the will of God.”

Not only does Mary’s Way foster fellowship amongst the women 
themselves, but it also builds up community within the entire parish. 
As Claudia points out, when they are experiencing one of life’s big 
transitions or sorrows, they receive concrete reminders that they’re 
not alone — they are comforted by the prayers and support of their 
fellow parishioners.

“We celebrate the joyous occasions with parishioners, as well as 
offer condolences when there is a loss,” Claudia says. “Individuals are 
brought closer to Christ by knowing that we are praying for them on a 
daily basis. We hope that they are able to see the face of Christ when 
they receive a handwritten card offering our prayers of support.”
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Parishioners looking for more details about the Mary’s Way Dinner and Ministry 
may refer to the parish bulletin, or contact Claudia Cogan at 

coganclan@oh.rr.com or Barb Schoen at barb.schoen@outlook.com.

The table is set and ready for guests of the annual 
Mary's Way Dinner.


