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Here at Immaculate Conception, we recognize 
the Four Pillars of Parish Stewardship — Hos-

pitality, Prayer, Formation and Service. In our parish, 
the Greeter Ministry works to lovingly fulfill that first 
Stewardship Pillar of Hospitality. After all, when we 
are visitors at a parish or have had a hectic morn-
ing getting everyone in the car, what could be better 
than a handshake, a smiling face and someone wel-
coming us to church? 

“I like to make parishioners and visitors wel-
comed to our church, which is God’s house,” says 
longtime greeter Renee Kovalak.

Renee says that making people feel welcome is 
very simple — it’s holding the door and offering a smile 
or a greeting. In some cases, it’s giving a friend a hug. 
These simple gestures leave a lasting impression. 

This ministry is a great fit for anyone with a cheer-
ful demeanor, and it’s also a perfect way for busy fam-
ilies to get involved. The time commitment is short 
— only 15 to 20 minutes before Mass — and children 

can get involved as greeters with their parents. Greet-
ers are currently scheduled once per month. 

Pat Codney isn’t able to be as involved in parish 
life as she used to be, so the Greeter Ministry is a 
great way for her to serve the parish. 

“The Greeter Ministry makes me feel happy to 
still be able to serve and help,” she says. 

Greeter Ministry 
Living Out Stewardship Through the Pillar of Hospitality
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These are uncertain and frightening times. At press 
time of this newsletter, we are still unable to come 

together for Mass and the sacraments, and we’re won-
dering, “How can we be a church when we can’t come to 
our churches to celebrate Mass?”

During this and any crisis, one thing that remains 
constant is the Catholic Church and the unwavering 
support the Church offers. Throughout history, Catholics 
have sustained their communities in their homes during 
countless seasons of persecution or hardship, and living 
through a modern crisis is no different.

Now, more than ever, we must remember our parish 
truly is a community. The physical building in which we 
worship and pray is not the Church. We are the Church. 

During a crisis, prayer is more important than ever. 
Though we may be isolated, through prayer, we can em-
brace the unity of faith we all share as Catholics. 

As faithful stewards, we must remember everything 
we have is a gift from God and, in turn, we must be grate-
ful and offer all that we do back to Him. We may be phys-
ically distanced from others, but we still have an oppor-
tunity to spiritually unite each day. A simple prayer such 
as the Morning Offering — a prayer said by an individu-
al at the start of the day in order to consecrate oneself 
to Christ —  is a great way to unite daily with Catholics 
around the world and claim our homes and our daily liv-
ing for Christ. What’s more, as you devote more time to 
personal and family prayer, remember to lift up in prayer 
all of our civil and religious leaders during this time, as 
well as our parishioners and community members. 

There are other ways through which we can stay con-
nected as a parish family. Call a friend from our parish 
community. Ask how they’re doing, how they are living 
their faith during this time, and how they might need 
help. You can also keep in touch with each other and our 
pastor and parish leaders and staff on our website at 
www.immaculate.net, and on our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/ImmaculateConceptionChurch-
WilloughbyOhio.

Stewardship, at its roots, also teaches that we are not 
supposed to give God our leftovers. We should instead 
strive to return to God a portion of our first fruits — giving to 
God first and then using the rest for our other needs. This 
idea can be worrisome for many, especially during a crisis. 
Taking the correct steps toward good stewardship in every 
aspect of our lives boils down to trust and believing that 
God, who takes care of all His creation, will take care of us.

Prayerfully consider continuing to give a portion 
of your treasure back to God and our parish by mak-
ing your regular gift to the offertory if you are able 
to do so. You can give at our online giving portal at 
www.membership.faithdirect.net/OH397, or you can 
drop a check in the mail to the parish office. Our mail-
ing address is:

Immaculate Conception Church
37940 Euclid Avenue
Willoughby, OH 44094

There will come a day, soon, when we will worship to-
gether again. Remain hopeful and pray unceasingly. As 
we continue to navigate these uncertain times, remem-
ber there is hope. Our God is a great God, and He will not 
abandon us. 

During Tough Times
Stewardship and Faith

Morning Offering
O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

I offer You my prayers, works, joys, and 
sufferings of this day for all the intentions 

of Your Sacred Heart, in union with the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world, for 
the salvation of souls, the reparation of sins, 
the reunion of all Christians, and in particular 

for the intentions of the Holy Father this month. 

AMEN.
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Dear Parishioners,

As this unprecedented crisis for 
our Church, nation and world con-

tinues to unfold, we are starting to see 
a light at the end of the tunnel. As we 
begin a return to our “new normal,” we 
have so much for which to be grateful.

I have witnessed so many of you 
continuing to actively live out stew-
ardship during these past few months 
while our parish family has been apart, 
and that is truly a blessing. But with 
the uncertainty of what this “new nor-
mal” will be like in the days, weeks and 
months ahead, I ask you all to again 
consider how you are living out your 
call to stewardship.

Regardless of whether or not we can physically 
gather in our church or come together for ministry 
activities and events, our faith always lives on.

Remember that stewardship is a way of life, 
meaning that we are called to live as intentional dis-
ciples of Christ through the practice of stewardship in 
all circumstances.

Have you been giving God your Time? I encour-
age you to pray every day. Use this time as an oppor-
tunity to develop or strengthen your prayer life.

How can you serve the Lord right now with your 
Talents? Serve your family and friends in the ways 

that you can. Use your talents wise-
ly to grow in relationship with others 
near or far.

Finally, is God still a priority in your 
Treasure? Despite the hardships, are 
you still keeping God at the heart of 
all your financial decisions. I encour-
age you to give God a portion of your 
treasure out of gratitude, no matter 
how big or small.

Thank you for your continued 
support by way of prayers, service 
and generous financial giving during 
these challenging times. I have been 
overwhelmed with a new sense of 
gratitude and dependence on our 

Lord during this crisis, and continue praying for each 
of you. I look forward to the day our parish and our 
church is bustling with life again, and I pray that day 
is coming soon.

Let us live with the joy of the Resurrection each 
day of our lives!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Michael Troha

The Light at the End of the Tunnel
A Letter From Our Pastor
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A Look at Our RCIA Process 
Welcoming New and Returning Catholics

Each year, our parish is blessed with the arrival of 
new and returning Catholics who come fully into our 

Church through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
process, or RCIA. And this year is no different, as four 
adults have been meeting weekly to learn and grow in 
the Catholic faith in preparation for receiving the Sac-
raments of Initiation. Here at Immaculate Conception, 
Corey Hill, Matt Doyle, Robin Pitts and Alison Neimes 
participated in the 2019-2020 RCIA sessions facilitated 
by our very own Deacon Paul Hlabse.

Corey Hill was raised in a Methodist home, although 
his family rarely attended church services. He first be-
gan regularly going to Christian services when he start-
ed singing in church choirs as a college student. When 
he began dating his now-fiancée, Abby Beal, she intro-
duced him to the Catholic faith. 

The more he read about it, the more Corey became 
interested in the Catholic Church. Last fall, he enrolled in 
our parish’s RCIA process.

“RCIA has been really great and really eye-opening,” 
Corey says. “Deacon Paul does a great job explaining 
complicated things and supporting and inspiring us ev-
ery step of the way. I have enjoyed learning more about 
how the Mass works and about how worship happens in 
the Church. It really cleared up a lot of questions I had.”

Corey’s fiancée, Abby, grew up in our parish, so Im-
maculate Conception was a natural choice for Corey 
when he decided to begin RCIA. He has felt very wel-
come at Mass and other activities and looks forward to 
celebrating his wedding day here as well. 

Reflecting on his year of RCIA preparation, Corey 
is thankful for the ways his faith has grown through-
out the process.

“I definitely feel like I have a stronger connection to 
God and have discovered a lot about myself,” he says. 
“I feel like I know how to pray better now. Random times 
throughout the day, if I can find a moment to say a quick 
prayer, I feel a stronger connection.”

Like Corey, Matt Doyle has a fiancée to thank for 
bringing him closer to the Catholic faith. Matt was bap-
tized at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, but drifted away 
from the Church before receiving the Sacrament of Con-
firmation. Over the last three years, he had found him-
self drawn back to the faith. When he met his fiancée, 
Stephanie Frank, a graduate of Franciscan University 
in Steubenville, his desire to return to the Church grew 
even more.  

Throughout his RCIA experience at Immaculate Con-
ception, the parish has made Matt feel very welcome. 

“People are open here, and they will say ‘hello’ to 
me,” he says. “When we received the Rite of Accep-
tance, all of the parishioners up front were giving us 
their congratulations.”

Matt Doyle with his fiancée, Stephanie Frank

continued on page 5
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Matt is excited about being able to fully experience 
everything the Church has to offer and hopes to discover 
more ways to get involved in parish life in the future.  

For Robin Pitts, the Catholic Church has always been 
a part of life in one way or another. One of her grand-
mothers was Catholic, and Robin still remembers the 
beautiful Catholic images and statues of the Blessed 
Mother that adorned her home. Many of her childhood 
friends were Catholic, and she was surrounded by a lov-
ing Catholic faith community as a student at Ursuline 
College. Almost 30 years ago, she married Dan, a Cath-
olic, and the couple raised their son in the Church. 

“I often joke that I’ve been practicing Catholicism for 
28 years, but now I’m prepared spiritually and logistical-
ly to make it official,” Robin says.

Like Corey and Matt, Robin greatly enjoyed our par-
ish’s RCIA process. 

“RCIA has been a beautiful place of transparency 
and acceptance,” she says. “I am so inspired by my 
peers and the entire community that supports us. Dea-
con Paul is so kind and patient, and how he juggles all 
of his responsibility is a testament to his devotion to our 
church. In addition, we have merged classes with Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, so I have more friends and Dea-
con Josh in my life.”

Robin is thankful for the incredible support she has 
received from friends and family throughout this pro-
cess. Feeling like the Prodigal Son welcomed home by 
a loving Father, Robin expresses a great sense of grati-
tude for the entire RCIA journey.

“I have learned so much more about the Bible, I look 
to God for things I used to seek in the world and in other 
people, and I have an inner strength and confidence I 
used to lack,” she says. “There has been so much sup-
port that I feel very welcome, humbled and loved. Once 
upon a time, I thought Catholicism was only for the elite, 
and now I know it is available to everyone willing to make 
the faith journey.”

Truly, it is inspiring for all of us here at Immaculate 
Conception to witness such beautiful testaments to new 
and growing faith in our midst. We warmly welcome Co-
rey Hill, Matt Doyle, Robin Pitts, and Alison Neimes into 
our parish family! 

RCIA  continued from page 4

Robin Pitts with her husband, Dan

Corey Hill and Alison Neimes after the Rite of Election Mass

“I definitely feel like I have a stronger connection 
to God and have discovered a lot about myself. I 
feel like I know how to pray better now. Random 
times throughout the day, if I can find a moment 

to say a quick prayer, I feel a stronger connection.” 
— COREY HILL
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Annual Oktoberfest Golf
There is time to sign up to play in the third annual 

Immaculate Conception Church Oktoberfest 
Invitational Golf Tournament, set for August 30 at the 
Pine Ridge Country Club in Wickliffe. 

Golfers will tee off in a shotgun start at 1 p.m. for 
a full day of fellowship and good times, all to benefit 
Immaculate Conception Church. 

The tournament is the inspiration of Anthony “Tony” 
Pinto, who started it in 2018 as a way to both benefit 
the parish and to continue his family’s tradition of 
supporting Immaculate Conception Parish’s Oktoberfest 
— his goal this year is to raise $25,000.

The fee of $100 per golfer not only covers the 
game, but also provides for lunch and dinner at the 
club house. Golfers also receive a welcome bag that 
features a very nice gift as well as other items, and the 
golfers can play for prizes. Mulligans will be on sale at 
10 for $50. The tournament is open to the public, as 
long as you register ahead of time. In 2018, there were 
20 foursomes totalling 80 golfers. Last year (2019), 
there were 26 foursomes totalling 104 golfers.

Course sponsorships are also available. Tee box 
signs are available for $250 for both the men’s (marked 
by blue candles) and women's (marked by red candles) 
tee boxes. Added last year (2019) were Remembering 
signs that will go for $125. The goal is to have two of 
each signs per hole. The price for each is lower this year 
due to many events throughout the city where sponsors 
are continuously asked to be a sponsor and budget 
concerns due to the Coronavirus. Cash donations by 
check also are welcome. Donors are asked to make 
out the check to “Immaculate Conception Church” and 
note in the memo line that it is for “Golf Outing.”

“I wanted to help after being away all those years,” 
Tony says of his career that moved him literally from 
coast to coast. “For me, it all started at Immaculate 
Conception where I went to school, where I was taught 
by inspiring nuns and priests. They taught us quite a 

Parishioner Tony Pinto organized and 

continues to plan the invitational.
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Interested in sponsorship opportunities or to sign up to play? 
Contact Tony Pinto at 972-465-0125 or njspnvj@aol.com.

Plan to Join Us for a Day of Fun and Fellowship  
Due to the uncertainty of the restrictions which will be placed on gatherings and events  

during the month of June, the Golf Outing has been moved to August 30.

Tournament 
few things and I lived my life on what the nuns and 
priests instilled in us — help the poor, pray for the poor; 
help the sick, pray for the sick; help the needy, pray for 
the needy.”

Tony’s mother, Mary, started the cavatelli booth at 
the Oktoberfest and his father, Domenic, helped with 
that effort,  was an usher for so many years as well 
as helping with many other church activities. His sister, 
Joanna, takes care of the Chinese Auction.

“When I came home, I had to jump in, too,” Tony 
says. “I had to give back. When you get older, life is 
good, but you have to give back in thanks for that good.”  

2018 winning 
foursome (from 

left), Mark 
Wagner, 

Pete Hoose, 
Bill Hoose, 

Billy Hoose

2019 winning foursome (from left),  Gene 

Barber, Bob Paul, Tim Jackson, Jim Barber
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In this busy world, we might not always know the per-
son who walks in at the same time as we do each week 
or the family in the pew ahead of us. Thus, the Greeter 
Ministry is a great way to get to know people’s names. 

Longtime greeter Patti Boyd has gotten to know the bus 
drivers and parishioners from Ohio Living Breckenridge Vil-
lage. They all appreciate an extra set of hands holding the 
doors so that everyone can safely get into our parish. 

Greeter Ministry coordinator Meg Radtke says that 
while this ministry is a simple one, it is still very import-
ant in the life of the parish. 

“We are trying to create a vibrant and connected 
community, and want to help bring people to a closer 

relationship with Christ,” she says. “We believe that a 
friendly encounter and warm greeting before visitors and 
parishioners enter the church will help people start the 
Mass feeling a sense of community.” 

If everyone feels welcome, Meg knows the greeters 
have done their job. 
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If you would like to learn more about 
serving as a greeter, please contact 

Meg Radtke at 440-520-3363.  

Greeter Ministry  continued from front cover
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“We are trying to create a vibrant and connected community, and want to help bring people to a closer 
relationship with Christ. We believe that a friendly encounter and warm greeting before visitors and 

parishioners enter the church will help people start the Mass feeling a sense of community.” — Meg Radtke


