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It’s a feeling we all know — the hustle and bustle of 
the holiday season. And surprisingly, even amid a 

pandemic, some of the busyness remains the same. 
Whether you’re perusing Amazon for the perfect gift, 
baking dozen upon dozen of delicious Christmas cook-
ies, or creating an incredible light display in your front 
yard, it can be easy to forget the true meaning of this 
holy season.

Advent is a reminder to step back, slow down, and 
be reminded of what matters. And although our prayer 
and celebrations may look a little bit different this year, 
we likely need the nudge to refocus on what matters just 
the same. Here at Immaculate Conception, we hope to 
invite people to prepare their hearts for the coming of 
Christ, particularly through the power of song. 

“Even in the dark time of the pandemic, people 
are still looking for peace and they’re able to find it in 
church, through music,” says Music Director Michael 
Kelley.

Although COVID-19 has put a pause on all choir ac-
tivity, individual cantors currently serve our community 
at Mass. In this way, we can maintain a safe environ-
ment, while also incorporating the power of song into 
our celebrations of the liturgy. 

“Music is to enhance the prayer of the Mass, to al-
low people to, in their own way, experience God’s pres-
ence,” Michael says. “Someone may experience God’s 
presence in a traditional hymn, somebody likes a me-
diative song throughout Communion or as a prelude, 
others like uplifting songs and acclamations. At Christ-
mastime, in the holiday season, the traditional hymns 
bring people peace of mind.”

Bringing God's Presence Alive With 
Song During the Advent Season

continued on page 2
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Those involved with Music Ministry at the parish help to enhance 
our prayer during Mass, especially during the Advent and 

Christmas seasons.
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Regardless of the season, music has a unique 
ability to draw people to prayer. Michael hopes that, 
during the seasons of Advent and Christmas, music 
will inspire people to keep Christ’s coming at the 
forefront of their hearts and minds. 

“I try to stick with the somber, silent, prayerful 
songs throughout the four weeks of Advent,” Mi-
chael says. “'O Come, O Come Emmanuel,' it’s a very 
haunting melody to bring us into the spirit of Advent 
and the fact that the God of all eternity comes first 
through His prophets and then through His Son. It’s 
a beautiful Advent piece that leads to those final mo-
ments before we sing 'O Come All Ye Faithful.'”

“'O Come All Ye Faithful' is my favorite hymn,” he 
adds. “It tells the story of triumph — it really is a ma-
jestic hymn.”

With the lack of Christmas pageants and con-
certs this year, Michael reminds parishioners to take 
advantage of the opportunities that we have to watch 
Masses, and other prayerful Advent and Christmas 

celebrations, all around the world. Whether it’s via 
EWTN, the diocesan website, or the Vatican, we now 
can access a greater variety of the music of these 
holy seasons, inviting us to pause and reflect on the 
mysteries of the Incarnation of Christ. He hopes peo-
ple, regardless of skill, will also incorporate music 
into their prayer at home. 

“People say, ‘We can’t really sing,’ and I say, 
‘God does not care, as long as you put your heart 
in it,’” Michael says. “Music is the voice of the soul. 
And even if you don’t think you sing well, if you’re 
expressing your heart and you’re praying, that’s all 
that matters.”

Michael encourages his fellow parishioners to 
return to Mass, joining in the prayer and celebration 
of the season.

“As we get closer to Christmas and more people 
come back, hopefully, they’ll find music to soothe 
their soul and bring a bit of God’s joy and presence,” 
Michael says.

Although it will look different this year than it has in the past, 
dedicated volunteers will still work to bring music to our Advent 

and Christmas celebrations.

Music Ministry Bringing God's Presence Alive With 
Song During the Advent Season  continued from front cover

During the seasons of Advent and Christmas, music will 
inspire people to keep Christ’s coming at the forefront of 

their hearts and minds.

For more information on Music Ministry at Immaculate Conception, please contact
Music Director Michael Kelley at 216-374-8961. You can find our Advent and

Christmas Mass schedule on our website at www.immaculate.net. 



PAGE 3

Dear Parishioners,

M ost people associate 
stewardship with giving. 

Some think it is a desperate plea 
by the church asking parishioners 
to give some of your time, talent 
and treasure to a worthy cause. 
Some think it is a noble gesture 
that identifies a faithful steward, 
a common occurrence this time 
of year. And for some, it is an un-
derstanding that the stewardship 
way of life brings joy and blessings 
to the giver by returning a portion 
of the gifts he or she has received 
from God.

At Christmas, when it is most 
common to give or receive gifts, 
should this not also be a time when 
the stewardship way of life be-
comes the gift that is unwrapped 
by our consciousness and trea-
sured by our faith? After all, the 
first gift of Christmas was the gift 
of God’s own Son. For those who 
may still be struggling to truly un-
derstand the stewardship way of 
life, that may be a concept that is 
difficult to accept, even at this time 
of year. But by living the steward-
ship way of life, it makes perfect 
sense to me. And during this sea-
son of faith, the gift of stewardship 
remains one of the blessings of my 
life as a Catholic, as a priest and 
as a pastor.  

Before fully embracing a life of 
stewardship, I could justify wasting 
my time with less-than-worthwhile 
activities. I could rationalize with-
holding my talents, because I of-
ten thought somebody else would 

always step up and take care of 
things instead of me. I restricted 
or limited sharing my material re-
sources, thinking it wouldn’t make 
a difference — or worse yet, I 
thought others could afford to give 
more than me, because I believed I 
had already given enough. As each 
day passes, I remind myself often 
of how wrong I was in what I did 
with my time, talent and treasure. 
But the days for regretting my mis-
understanding of the stewardship 
way of life are over.  

Stewardship conversion 
changes all of that, and the re-
verse is now true. The more time, 
talent and treasure that I can give, 
the more content and joyful I truly 
am. When is the last time you un-
wrapped a gift that gave you so 
much peace of mind and heart? 
Maybe you have never been aware 
of receiving such a gift, or maybe 
God is just waiting for you to un-
wrap what He has always wanted 
you to have. Perhaps it is the gift 
God wants you to have this year for 
Christmas.  

The catalyst for stewardship 
is gratitude. And, as we recognize 
that all we have is a gift from God, 
it lights up our gratitude as if it 
were a large Christmas tree with 
too many lights on it to be count-
ed. All we can do is look at it with 
wonder and awe, thankful for what 
we see, what we have, and the op-
portunity to give back something 
in gratitude. It is more than just a 
spirit of “holiday stewardship” that 

seems to be so common this time 
of year. It is the core of the stew-
ardship way of life, and once that 
gift is unwrapped, our conversion 
takes hold and our lives are trans-
formed into faithful stewardship 
intended by our God. 

I hope and pray that you and 
your family will be blessed during 
this season of God’s grace, un-
wrapping the gift of stewardship 
in your lives and finding joy and 
peace — both during this season 
of grace and all year long.   

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Michael Troha

A Letter From Our Pastor

Unwrapping the Gift of Stewardship
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What began as simple in-
vitations to dinner and 

breakfast to fellow parishioners 
has grown into a way that two 
sisters have found to truly live 
the Gospel by becoming true dis-
ciples of Christ.

Mary Jayne Hogan and her 
sister, Maureen, established Get 
to Know Your Neighbor at Im-
maculate Conception. It isn’t an 
official ministry, but it is bringing 
people together to share meals 
and grow in community. Although 
the dinner segment of the out-
reach has been put on hold with 
the COVID-19 restrictions, it is 
expected that a breakfast will be 
held after the Dec. 22 7:30 a.m. 
Mass, in St. Joseph Hall.

The outreach began three 
years ago as Mary Jayne was 
regularly attending the 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday Mass and realized she 
saw the same people each week, 
but did not know their names. 
Many of the others around her 
were older parishioners.

“I felt that it is sad that I see 
the same people and I don’t know 
their names,” Mary Jane says. 
“There were a couple elderly people 
around me, alone. And you don’t 
know their story, and everyone has 
one. Are they there alone by choice, 
seeking solitude with God?”

One Thanksgiving morning 
she asked an older man sitting 
alone near her if he had any  
dinner plans. 

“He said, ‘That is the kindest 
thing anyone has ever asked me,’” 
she recalls. “But he said he did 
have family. We need to really go 
out and live the Gospel, and take 
care of the people around us.”

Mary Jayne and Maureen 
then decided to make their ob-
servations an action and wrote 
letters of invitation to the fel-
low parishioners at the Saturday 
Mass, to dinner at their home. 
They handed out the invitations 
and initially did receive some odd 
looks in return. But some of the 
older folks opened the invitation 
and read them before Mass. 

As the invitation read:

Please give us the opportu-
nity to reach out and meet you by 
attending our dinner gathering. 
Please don't feel intimidated or 
afraid to come alone — the whole 
purpose of this dinner gathering 
is to welcome in new friends, es-
pecially since we see each other 
every Saturday night already. It 
will be very informal — in fact, if 
everyone attends, you may even 
be sitting on the floor! Sorry, the 
house isn’t that big!

“Everyone responded ‘yes,’ and 
we had 22 for dinner,” Mary Jayne 
says. “We got tables and chairs 
from church and moved furniture.”Parishioners gather at the home of Mary Jayne and Maureen Hogan for dinner after a 

weekend Mass. The sisters planned the dinners in order for fellow parishioners to get to 
know each other.

Get to Know Your Neighbor Ministry
Building Fellowship and Putting the Gospel Into Action

continued on page 5



PAGE 5

The sisters made up name 
tags that included two questions 
— "Where were you baptized?" and 
"What is your favorite pastime?” 
The tags and questions proved to 
be effective ice-breakers.

There were between three to 
four dinners at the sisters’ home 
before the COVID-19 restrictions 
went into effect.

In the meantime, before the 
restriction, Mary Jayne started 
thinking some more. She was 
attending 7:30 a.m. weekday 
Masses, so why not also have a 
breakfast?

Thus, as breakfast invitation 
read:

Every morning we see each 
other, we exchange a smile, a 
nod or maybe a small pleasantry 
of a word or two, and then we 
move on — is that really how we 
want to treat our fellow parish-
ioners? What do we really know 
about the person we see day af-
ter day in the pew near us? Now 
is the time to get to know each 
other. I'm very sad and even em-
barrassed to admit I didn't even 
know your name to put on the in-
vitation, even more of a reason 
for this breakfast gathering. You 
may know me as the substitute 

lector or as the Extraordinary 
Minister you see on a regular ba-
sis, but I do not even know your 
name. I think we would all benefit 
by getting to know each other a 
little better.

 
The breakfast was open to all 

at the morning Mass — 60 peo-
ple came. Two breakfasts ended 
up taking place before COVID-19 
struck. However, with seat spac-
ing available, plans are now on 
for the December breakfast. 
Mary Jayne has two friends who 
aren’t parishioners help serve 
the breakfast because she wants 
our parishioners to enjoy the 
meal without having to help. The 
menu is an egg strata, a cheesy 
potato casserole, ham, coffee 
cake, and fruit.

For Mary Jayne, the work 
and expense of buying and 
cooking the food and arranging 
the meals are all part of living in 
stewardship.

“We’re called to love our 
neighbor, even if we don’t know 
them,” she says. “Reach out and 
get to know your neighbor. Ev-
eryone has a story, and at least 
you tried to hear it. Doing this 
makes me feel I’m doing what 
I’m supposed to.”

Get to Know Your Neighbor  continued from page 4

If you would like more information about the 
upcoming breakfast, please call the parish office 

at 440-942-4500.

Immaculate Conception parishioners enjoy 
breakfast and a chance to get to know each 

other during one of the weekday morning 
breakfasts prepared by Mary Jayne Hogan.

We’re called to love our neighbor, even 
if we don’t know them.  Reach out and 

get to know your neighbor. Everyone has 
a story, and at least you tried to hear it. 

Doing this makes me feel I’m doing what 
I’m supposed to.”  — Mary Jayne Hogan

“ "



Immaculate Conception
CATHOLIC   CHURCH

PAGE 6

C hrist was born the son of a poor carpenter. This 
was by no means an accident. His birth was the 

culmination of salvation history, as it profoundly re-
vealed the glory of God. Infinite power and wisdom 
took the form “of a servant, coming in human like-
ness” (Phil 2:7) — not as a warrior, but a poor and 
vulnerable babe.  

Every aspect of Christ’s 
birth, from the three kings to 
the swaddling clothes, carries 
meaning. The proclamation of 
the angel, therefore, is also 
important: “Do not be afraid; 
for behold, I proclaim to you 
good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people” (Lk 
2:10). This message, meant 
to be for “all the people,” 
was announced to a group of 
shepherds in a field out in the 
middle of nowhere. Was this 
accidental? Not at all.

The shepherds, who re-
ceived a personal invitation 
to greet Christ at the manger, 
reveal that God’s love extends beyond boundaries of 
distance and transcends social classes. Unlike per-
sons of this world who yearn to gain recognition with 
those of influence, wealth or beauty, Christ cries out 
to the lowly in society — to the shepherds in the dis-
tance. He reaches out in love, desiring a relationship 
with every single person, no matter their status. This 

is the “good news of great joy for all people” — Christ 
was born for us all. 

Christmas is the perfect time for distant shep-
herds to begin the journey home. The angel’s greet-
ing extends to all those who feel estranged from the 
Church or numb to God’s love. Those who have fallen 

away from the faith can be 
comforted by these words: 
“Do not be afraid; for behold, 
I proclaim to you good news 
of great joy that will be for 
all the people. For today in 
the city of David a savior has 
been born for you who is Mes-
siah and Lord" (Lk 2:10-11).

Be not afraid. The Christ 
Child awaits your arrival. Be-
gin the journey back to Christ 
by drawing near to His body, 
the Church. Through prayer 
and the sacraments, you will 
discover the great joy that 
accompanies a relationship 
with God. Take a moment to 
ask the Lord to bring peace to 

your heart and guide you in love towards Him. Please 
join our parish family for the final preparations of Ad-
vent, as well as the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
Masses. 

You have read this entire article and have re-
ceived a personal invitation to begin the journey. Ac-
cidental? Not a chance.

Begin the Journey Home for Christmas

Unlike persons of this 
world who yearn to gain 
recognition with those 
of influence, wealth or 

beauty, Christ cries out to 
the lowly in society — to the 
shepherds in the distance. 

He reaches out in love, 
desiring a relationship with 

every single person, no 
matter their status.

“ "
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#WeGiveCatholic and Giving Tuesday
An Opportunity to Serve 

as Good Stewards of Our Parish
By now, you may have heard of Giving Tues-

day. It was coined many years ago, across 
the United States, in response to the consumer-
focused Black Friday and Cyber Monday that fall 
after Thanksgiving. 

Here in Northeast Ohio, the Catholic Com-
munity Foundation has more than 200 organi-
zations uniting to encourage giving to Catholic 
organizations on Giving Tuesday, under the ini-
tiative called #weGiveCatholic. This year, it will 
be held from 12:01 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. on Tues-
day, Dec. 1. 

According to wegivecatholic.org, “#weGive-
Catholic inspires faithful stewards by asking us 
to give, as a gift, what we have freely received.”

This year, we will use this day to collect for 
the renovation of our Eucharistic Adoration Cha-
pel, where we are blessed to have a place to 
spend time with our Lord in the Blessed Sacra-
ment. The Chapel is open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday to Saturday. 

continued on back cover

Give Generously to 
Christmas Giving Tree
Imagine not being able to give gifts to those 

you love most. The COVID-19 pandemic has put 
many who were already in need in an even more 
difficult situation than in past years. St. Vincent de 
Paul Volunteer Sue Penicka asks parishioners to 
continue their generosity of gifts for children and 
families this year. Gift idea ornaments for children 
and adults can be found on the Giving Tree, which 
is located in the southwest vestibule. Gifts should 
be returned by the weekend of Dec. 13. Typically, 
15-20 families are served through this project. 

Remember Loved Ones 
Through Memory Tree
For many years, the Memory Tree has served 

as a way to memorialize loved ones. Although it’s 
always been an important part of our Christmas 
tradition at Immaculate Conception, this year it’s 
more important for some in our community. The 
COVID-19 pandemic church closures left some 
families with no opportunity to memorialize their 
loved ones with a funeral. Business Manager 
Elayne Kramer hopes parishioners can grab or 
bring an ornament and use the tree as a way to 
share their loss with all of us. And, she hopes it can 
bring some joy to them. Don’t forget to memorialize 
all of your loved ones with the Memory Tree.

December 1, 2020
CATHOLIC
#weGIVE

Northeast Ohio’s Online 
Day of Catholic Giving
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Thanks to the efforts of Jim and Mary Lann, our parish’s 
Adoration Chapel opened in 1986. Since then, thousands 
have experienced the joy and peace of spending time in our 
Lord’s presence. With our Adoration Chapel having served 
our faith community for 34 years, it’s time for some sprucing 
up and renovating. Any money raised on Tuesday, Dec. 1, will 
go toward that effort. 

Business Manager Elayne Kramer says there are many re-
wards in spending time with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 
She believes the Adoration Chapel is truly a gift to our parish 
and community. In turn, our parish staff hopes to upgrade the 
Adoration Chapel with new wallpaper, carpet and curtains. 

“We just went to brighten things up and make some up-
dates,” Elayne says. 

To give toward the effort, please visit wegivecatholic.org, 
scroll down to “join these awesome organizations” and hit 
“view all.” Then, under the “Find an Organization to Sup-
port,” type in “Immaculate Conception” and under “loca-
tion” type “Willoughby.”


