SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2020 | THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MASS TIMES
WEEKENDS
Saturday | 4:00pm
Sunday | 7:00am & 9:30am

WEEKDAYS

Monday - Friday | 6:30pm (Lent only)
1st Thursdays | 6:30pm
Holy Days & Anticipated Mass | TBA
Wednesday Rosary | 5:00pm
Holy Hour of Adoration & Benediction
1st Thursdays | 5:30pm
Other Thursdays | After 7:30am Mass

PARISH INFORMATION
PASTOR
Rev. John Payne, J.C.L.

TRUSTEES
Mike Schultz, Mike Stevens
Secretary/ Bookkeeper/
Safe Environment, Julie Racca,
sjv.julieracca@gmail.com
Religious Education Admin.,
Paige Myers, myersp7@yahoo.com
Youth Minister, Linzy Broussard,
laynecasen12@gmail.com
RCIA, Jo Abshire
337-489-1550 | lalagirlz7@gmail.com
Bereavement, Vicki Leonards
337-513-2432 | vickileonards@gmail.com
Bulletin Editor, Becky Schultz,
sjv.beckyschultz@gmail.com
All bulletin announcements are due by
Tuesday at noon. (Bulletins are
prepared a week in advance and printed
on Monday. These will go in the next
week, not the current week.)

CONNECT WITH US
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday | 8:00 am-12:00 pm
Ph: 337-358-2502 | Fax: 337-358-2504
www.sjv-bc.com
stjohnvianney1939@yahoo.com

SACRAMENTS
Confession: 30 minutes before weekend
mass or by appointment.
Matrimony: Contact the pastor
at least 6 months prior to the desired
wedding date.
Baptism: A class will be given if you are
expecting and have not attended a
baptismal class. No baptisms during the
Lenten season unless in an emergency.

7120 HWY 14 EAST, BELL CITY, LA 70630 | 337-358-2502 | SJV-BC.COM

PRAYER & WORSHIP
MASS OFFERTORIES
Saturday, March 21
Idell & J B Courville, Norman & Tammy Courville, Brenda & Patsy
Courville; Angela Treadway; A.D. & Cheryl, Romero & Harrington
Families; Howard Andrus, Guidry & Andrus Family; Billy & Joyce
DeRouen
Sunday, March 22
Rosaire & Cheryl Veilleux, Bruce Piserell; Harry Gaspard; Willie &
Aline Hoffpauir, Femon & Eula Lognion, Zack & Diane Thibeaux;
Vincent & Tillie Leonards, Leonards & Zaunbrecher Families; AD
& Cheryl, Romero & Harrington Families
Mass for the Parishioners
Monday, March 23
Special Intention
Tuesday, March 24
Special Intention
Wednesday, March 25
Idell & J B Courville, Norman & Tammy Courville, Brenda & Patsy
Courville; Special Intention
Thursday, March 26
Harold Hartwell (birthday)
Friday, March 27
Pastor's Intentions
Saturday, March 28
Mass for the Parishioners
Sunday, March 29
A. D. & Cheryl, Romero & Harrington Families; Harry Gaspard;
Rosaire & Cheryl Veilleux, Bruce Piserell
Madeline Leonard, Leonard & Aucoin Family; Idell & J B Courville,
Norman & Tammy Courville, Brenda & Patsy Courville; Marvin D.,
Bennie L. & Breaux Family; Howard Andrus, Guidry & Andrus
Family; Clifford & Katin Broussard, Broussard & Primeaux
Families; All the Poor Souls in Purgatory

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
If you would like to be added to either list or know of someone who needs to be
added, please email Becky Schultz at sjv.beckyschultz@gmail.com (e-mail is
best because it is in writing and has a date and a time attached to it, but if that
would cause a hardship, you can call or text Becky at 337-802-4951.) Names
received before noon on Tuesday will appear in the next week’s bulletin, not the
current week. Names will remain on the list for 2 weeks and then be removed. If
after the 2 weeks, you still need prayer, by all means, please send another
message and we’ll keep praying!
OUR SICK
Margaret Arrant, Patty Borne, Joyce Bourque, Bennie Breaux, James Castille,
Pammy Derouen, Terry Guidry, Emerson Irvin, Linda Lognion, Alex Manning,
Kennon Martin, Katie McLean, Cindy Pedersen, Mark Pedersen, Lawrence
Primeaux, Don Racca, Henry Romero, O. D. Scott, Kenneth Semar, Jeannie
Taveney Smith , Sam Treadway, Ethan Trosclair, Wilton “Buck” Young
OUR RECOVERING
Karley Brassell, Esther Duplantis, Harold Granger, Bridgette Sonnier
OUR HOMEBOUND
Jeanette Andrus, Joyce Conner, Fred Conner, Lillian Conner, James Keith
Leger, Benny Lognion, Agnes Louviere, Leslie Hartwell, Wyetta Nunez
OUR NURSING HOME, RETIREMENT HOME, & ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENTS
Leo Guidry, Terry Guidry, Urick Guidry, Bueleh Louviere, Nucey Nunez, Ethel
Racca, Barbara & Clarence Theriot, John & Kenora Theriot , Sidney Theriot
OUR MILITARY
Brennan Arabie, Austin Brown, Wesley Dugas, Trent Jarrel, Trey Jarrel, Gavin
Leger, Terry N. Traweek
OUR DISABLED VETERANS
Please contact Hal Hebert if you are a veteran of any war, police action (Korea),
Etc. Disabled Veterans especially. Phone: (337) 452-1256 or email:
ahhebert@gmail.com
THE MARCH PRAYER INTENTIONS:
Pope Francis
We pray that the Church in China may persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel
and grow in unity.
Bishop Glen John Provost
May all converts, catechumens, and Confirmation candidates preparing for the
reception of the Sacraments open their minds more fully to the truth of God's
Word and embrace wholeheartedly their vocation as a Christian in the Church.

SHE GAVE EVERYTHING
A widow Ethel McMillan , from Kirkland Washington, displayed radical love for her fellow man during a church service Thursday night by placing her last roll of
toilet paper in the offering plate as it passed.
Parishioners at Breath Of Life Presbyterian Church were astounded by the poor widow’s profound sacrifice. The church, which was holding its final gathering
before canceling all services until the Coronavirus is eradicated or Jesus returns, whichever comes first, immediately praised the widow for her extravagant
gift. Pastor Bryce Adams told his congregation, "Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box. For
she, out of her poverty of 2-ply, Walmart-brand bath tissue, has put in everything.”
At publishing time, the church had placed the toilet paper in the supply closet, under maximum security, and began a prayer vigil that God might multiply the roll
overnight. From: https://babylonbee.com/news/no-greater-love-widow-puts-last-toilet-paper-roll-in-offering-plate

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP | RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
The 6 Characteristics of an Everyday Stewardship for Lent – Gracious
Vacations can be great times for refueling the body and renewing
bonds within a family and between friends. No matter how good the
vacation was, it is almost always good to get home when it is over.
Sleeping in our own bed, taking a shower in our own bathroom, and
resting on our own couch are some of the aspects of home we can
miss while on the road. That’s why encountering truly gracious and
hospitable people while we are away is so important. These people
are not family, but they sure can provide for us a glimpse of home.
They can be waiters at a restaurant, desk hosts at a hotel, or even
Uber drivers. They enrich our lives if for only a moment, yet that
moment can make all the difference.
When disciples of Jesus Christ act in a gracious manner to all those

they meet, they provide a glimpse of home. This home is not in a
house in a particular location, but it is a home prepared for all of us
for eternity. No matter how comfortable we may be in our earthly
homes, it truly pales in comparison to eternity with God. In that
heavenly home, there is no darkness, only light. There are no tears,
only joy. There is no hate, only love.
We are ambassadors for heaven by how we offer ourselves to
others. Our stewardship of hospitality allows others to see a
glimpse of what God promises to us. Unless we truly step up and act
in a gracious manner, will those we encounter ever know the Truth?
I hate it when I am on the road and fail to meet people full of joy and
welcome. At least I can look forward to coming home. What do
those along the way look forward to in the next life that you can’t
show them a glimpse of in this one?
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Friday March 20, 2020
A Letter from you Pastor
As your pastor, I can’t pretend to know the ultimate reason for this, or the final implications for this sudden change of our lives, but it is
important to ask the Holy Spirit for guidance and understanding at this time and we may start to understand. This is not only about a virus, or a
potential bogeyman, this set of life-circumstances has been building up for a long time now in our culture. I see this as a release valve on the
pressure cooker.
Is there an infectious agent out there which is serious, yes. Does it warrant this response on a worldwide level? Probably. For now it seems
so, but time will tell for sure – much knowledge is imperfect until time reveals more.
Ultimately it may remain to be seen, but I do believe this is important for us for many reasons which are just as important as the danger at
hand. It’s the way we were living. This is a real LENT for us – a real slowing down.
Should we follow and obey our leaders? Yes, in the sense that right now it is beyond our understanding what we are experiencing --- we don’t
have all the knowledge of our leaders. There is a reason why scientists are scientists and doctors are doctors. We have a Bishop who has
mandated certain measures and he does so with the knowledge that he has; he is a wise man and I am able in good conscience to follow his
proclamations. We should follow his lead; God has put him in charge of our local family the Church. (He is a gift to us. Pray for him at this
time.)
Should we give up all of our civil rights every time there is a new virus/threat in the future? This is a bigger question which will need to be
examined in time. That remains to be seen. I fear that this is a new trend in reacting that may be snowballing, and there is the danger in the
future that people may become tired of such limitations and then if there is a more dangerous infectious agent than this one then they may
not react in the best way, having been worn down by severe measures on other occasions.
But let us look at the bigger picture; God acts in history even when we don’t quite understand what is happening. He knows the outcome even
when it is still unfolding for us. There are good things that are happening through the grace of God – look around. For no particular reason I’ve
noticed that a couple of my relationships have been rebooted; friends I have not spoken to for a while, because of circumstances, have
become again a regular part of my life even though we are physically separated.
Maybe we had become too comfortable with our situations, not thinking we need anyone – now we are all forced to see that yes, maybe we
were living beyond our means. We may face the loss of a job or paycheck and are forced to ask the question “What do we really need?” “Where
can I cut back?” “Who is going to help me?” “Am I going to be able to support my family?”
We have each other, and we need to re-learn this.
This is important for the Christian life - to not let things of the world get so out of control that we lose sight of what is necessary for our
spiritual development and ultimate blessedness. To not let our own groove of life obstruct us from the needs of our brothers and sisters right
in front of us.
Perhaps we find ourselves with more time with which we do not know what to do? Perhaps this is a time we can learn a new skill or hobby, or
read that book, or do that project that we would not have been able to focus on before. Perhaps we had stopped listening to our kids or
spouse, and been so “busy” that we remained in our own minds and problems. Maybe this is calling us to slow down and be more present to our
immediate families and friends. Not just in body, but in mind and time.
Prayer is called to be more mature and more in depth, at this time – no, we are not able to go to mass publicly – but we should not lose heart;
there are great expanses in the world where they may be able to have mass even only once monthly, or even yearly, and the people’s faith is
strong, and people crave the mass and the sacraments there. Think of South America and Africa in rural places and places that do not have
enough vocations for the large population.
We should be praying with them because when things get better for us, they may still have to wait a long time for the sacraments.
Please keep in mind at this time not only our sick and our families who have to find a way to have their kids cared for while out of school for an
extended period of time, but also consider that small businesses will take a hit from these volatile days in which we live. Please consider
patronizing them soon after our group quarantine. They do not have the same profit margin that the big-box stores have and so it’s more
difficult in times of crisis for them to make their bills and pay their employees. Smaller businesses are the backbone of the American economy
and often are the first to donate to the Church and our community since they are closer to our people – they know us. Big-box stores usually
are not as quick to donate to small charitable causes (though there are exceptions.)
So when you return to shopping, especially for things like appliances or bigger ticket items that it’s better for our local economy to shop at
small businesses – it keeps our neighbors employed and supports our local community. One thing we will see when this is over, is that we need
to support those closest to us in Christian Charity. Sometimes the choice of where we spend our money is not only a moral choice but a
choice in love for our brothers and sisters and their jobs.
Finally, cultivate hunger for the mass and the Eucharist, pray that our little church may be able to survive in the future with less, pray that we
will not squander this time but find ourselves richer in prayer, love for our families and friends, and richer in the experience of a life slowed
down.
In the meantime, learn to pray the Liturgy of the Hours so that when we come back together this can be a regular practice in our church, as
was taught in the mission. Resources include the following: universalis.com, ebreviary.com, and ibreviary.com. We can find the Liturgy of the
Hours there and print out the hours of the day and pray them, or access them by our smartphones. This is the Church’s prayer and prayer
unites us even when we are physically separated. We are all part of the Mystical Body of Christ.
God bless you and be assured of my continued prayers for you.
In the Love of Jesus Christ, and memory of St. John Vianney,
Father John Payne

HIXSON FUNERAL
HOME

ADVANTAGE

TIRE & SERVICE
6331 Hwy 90 East
Lake Charles

412 South Street
Welsh, LA 70591
337.734.2111

Serving Welsh and the
neighboring communities.

337-433-2222

AVE MARIA

Great Place to Live
Beauty/Barber Shop
Social Activities
Health/Fitness Center
Safe Environment

General Contractors
Foundation Repair
Mitch Martin - Owner
337-625-8265
Sulphur, LA 70663

VISIT US TODAY!

337-478-4780 | www.villamaria-web.org
3905 Kingston Place, Lake Charles

IOWA FARM & AUTO

24 Hour
Road Service

Your tractor
specialist for
five generations

100 E. Hwy. 90
(337) 602-8300

Auto Parts • Ammunition
Farm & Home Hardware
Irrigation & Drainage Supplies

TONY STELLY
337-802-7321

Port Aggregates, Inc.

Roy’s Meat Market & Restaurant
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

Fresh Cut Meats Daily
582-2220

337-824-ROCK (7625)

d o w n t o w n i o wa , l a

Fax: 337-824-7777
314 N. Main St. • Jennings
www.portaggregates.com

Iowa’s Old Time Meat Market
and Home Town Cooking

Providence Counseling

337-478-7826
Locally Owned & Operated
Providing superior
pest-control service in Southwest
Louisiana since 1951.
mckenziepestcontrol.com

5325 hwy. 90 east, lake charles 337.433.1434
220 s. adams, welsh
337.734.2222
mon-fri 7a-5p sat 8a-12p

- in memory of Joseph Julian “Turkey” Arrant

Loving

Husband, Daddy,
Grandfather, & Uncle

Rest in Peace
April 23, 1929 - April 2, 2019

WELSH PHARMACY

Find the Balance in Your Life

1500 East College St. Lake Charles, LA 70607

Individual, Family,
Crisis Counseling and
Spiritual Direction

DAMON “BOO” GRANGER
sales consultant

Claude Watkins, RPh

Denise LeJeune LCSW
iowa, la 70647
337-377-3400
providencecounseling2018@gmail.com

514 E. Russell Ave., Welsh, LA

337.734.3374

prescriptions • compounding
diabetic supplies • e - prescribing

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today!
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524

Dedicated Team
Safety First
Finest Equipment

208 W. South St., Welsh

337.734.4223

damon@boltonford.com
Bus: 337.474.0070
Fax: 337.479.2587
Cell: 337.912.1232

RONALD S. FERGUSON
1938 W. Sale Road
Lake Charles, LA 70605

Office 337-477-4792
Fax 337-474-7172

Large and
Small We See
Them All

337.480.1500

www.drillpointtopoint.com

www.BayouSouthAnimalHospital.com

ANUWorks
Hydroseeding
tommy & liz todd
Owners

337.540.0278
1-C-3-1

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

granite and bronze memorials
custom and unique, all types
large and small for most area cemeteries

BOURQUE SMITH WOODARD MEMORIALS, LLC
1818 BROAD STREET, LAKE CHARLES, LA 70601
WEBSITE - bswmemorials.com
email - info@bswmemorials.com
PHONES
RANDY
RANDY AND SUSAN
SUSAN
BOURQUE
FAX

-

337-439-4431
337-526-0182
337-526-0183
337-439-4428

14-1340

