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Masses Resume! 

Continued on p. 4 

 It is with great joy that 

we announce our Mass-

es will be resuming on 

Monday, May 25 with a 

9:00 a.m. Memorial Day 

Mass.  Our Mass sched-

ule will be:  Monday 

through Friday at 8:30 

a.m. beginning May 26.  

Saturday evening vigil at 

4:30 p.m. and Sunday Masses at 

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. beginning 

May 30. 

Restarting Masses is not as simple 

as just opening the doors.  There is 

a lot of work being done ahead of 

time to ensure that we are follow-

ing all of the protocols outlined by 

the State of Ohio and the Bishops of 

Ohio to celebrate as safely as we 

can in light of the continuing pan-

demic.  On page 6 you will find the 

list of instructions from the Diocese 

that we are going to follow. 

The Bishops of Ohio have extended 

dispensation from the obligation to 

attend Sunday Mass for the time 

being.  We respectfully request that 

anyone with a fever of 

more than 100.4 or ex-

hibiting cold or flu symp-

toms remain home.  We 

will continue to live 

stream weekend Mass on 

the Elyria Catholic Cluster 

Facebook page and the 

St. Jude Church Facebook 

page.  That live stream 

will be at 4:30 p.m. Saturday, but the 

video will remain on the Facebook 

pages for viewing at your conven-

ience. 

Mass will look a little different for 

the time being.  Everyone including 

mass attendees, ushers and Eucharis-

tic ministers are required to wear 

facemasks at all times, except at the 

moment of receiving Holy Commun-

ion.  We will have hand sanitizer 

available for your convenience and 

will be cleaning and sanitizing the 

church after every Mass.  We are lim-

iting our attendance to 300 worship-

pers per Mass (50% of the capacity 

of the main floor) and will only allow 

seating in every other pew to main-

tain proper social distancing.  The 
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Life After Quarantine 

For most of us, life came to an abrupt halt on March 17.  Offices, stores, salons, schools, restaurants and churches all 

closed their doors in response to COVID-19. At the time of writing this issue of The Grapevine, we are slowly opening 

Ohio back up, and  working out the details to allow us back into our sacred spaces while keeping us safe and healthy. 

To say that life will never be the same is an understatement.  So many actions that we took for granted—shaking 

hands, blowing out candles on a birthday cake, receiving Communion—will now be looked at very differently in light 

of the pandemic. 

As we slowly reopen our churches, there are lingering questions about weddings, funerals, baptisms, First Commun-

ion and even the Rite of Christian Initiation—all these things that were put on hold while we remained “safe at 

home.”  Even now questions are lingering about next school year.  What will it look like?  Will the kids simply come 

back full time or will there be a hybrid plan with in person days and distance days?  Only time will tell. 

During this shut down, the staff of St. Jude Church and St. Jude School have remained hard at work, albeit from a dis-

tance.  While our physical buildings needed to remain closed, we also needed to continue to educate and spiritually 

nourish our parishioners and each other. 

Our talented and dedicated teachers immediately rose to the challenge of switching to distance learning and using 

the wonderful technology that we have available—Google Classroom; Google Docs; Zoom and so on!  We’re so fortu-

nate to have students and teachers who can change and adapt to stay on track. 

For our parishioners, we entered into a joint project with St. Agnes and St. Mary churches to create the Elyria Catholic 

Cluster Facebook page.  On that page we stream weekly Masses, post daily scripture reflections and, for the month of 

May, live stream the Rosary daily.  After the church is reopened for Mass, we will continue live streaming until it is 

safe for all of us to gather together for public liturgies.  In six weeks, this page has been followed by over 1,500 peo-

ple.  While it is not the ideal way to worship, we are trying to remain connected as a faith community. 

Keeping everything going is not without a cost, however.  While we are saving money on utilities and supplies, we still 
have fixed costs for our facilities as well as salaries.  We continue to strive to be good stewards of the monies given to 
us.  We are grateful that so many of our parishioners have continued their offertory contributions despite not being 
with us physically.  If you are in a position to contribute, we have several different ways that you can do so safely and 
conveniently. 

1. Donate online using this secure link:  https://www.stjudejaguars.org/parish-offertory  

2. Mail your envelope/weekly contribution: 590 Poplar Street, Elyria, OH 44035 

3. Drop your offertory envelope off using our mail slot located in the rectory front door.  

4. Use the offertory basket in the Gathering Area at each Mass. 

 

We recognize that not everyone is in a position to give a financial gift at this time.  Know that you are all in our pray-
ers and that we are looking forward to the day that we will meet again in person to worship and share fellowship and 
community. 

Should you be in need of any assistance, please do not hesitate to call the Rectory at (440) 366-5711. 
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We’ve Welcomed… 

New Parishioners 

 

Patrick & Allison Chase 

Stephen & Crystal Haas 

Alex & Michaela McCune 

Steven Sowchyn  

  

Baptisms 

 
Cameron Michael Koehler 

Taylor Rose Mahon 
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How to Turn in Rice Bowls 

Many have asked about how to collect 
Rice Bowls this year as parishes and 
schools are likely to remain closed 
through the rest of the Lenten season. No 
matter how families send in their Rice 
Bowls, the funds collected will be split 
with 75% going to CRS to fund global re-
lief and 25% staying in the Diocese of 
Cleveland to support our Emergency Hun-
ger and Shelter Fund at Catholic Chari-
ties. With everyone ramping up support 
in response to COVID-19, these funds are 
more important than ever. All Rice Bowl 
funds need to be turned in or donated 
online before August 31st.  

Families may turn in their Lenten gifts in 
Online, By Phone Call to 877-435-7277 
from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Eastern Time. Tell 
the operator that the gift is for CRS Rice 
Bowl, or By Mail: Please write “CRS Rice 
Bowl” in the memo line of your check and 
mail it to: Catholic Relief Services, CRS 
Rice Bowl, P.O. Box 17090, Baltimore, 
Maryland 21297-0303.  

We’ve Said Goodbye.. 

Deceased 

 
Margaret Bishop 

Sharon Duncan-Mason 

Michelina Gallo 

Robert Jackson 

Donna Korona 

Charles Mason 

Michael McCartney 

Richard Pence 

Dennis Seguin, Jr.  

Maebell Smith 

Joan Thierry 

Robert Wilt 
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Eucharistic Ministers , Lectors and Commentators Needed! 

With the changes that have been made to our Masses, we are in need of more Eucharistic Ministers and Lec-
tors and Commentators to assist at Mass.   

Eucharistic Ministers (ExtraOrdinary Ministers of Holy Communion or EMHCs) assist with the distribution 
of Communion under both species (bread and wine) during Mass.  There is special training offered by the Di-
ocese, and Father Joe will be offering training at St. Jude for anyone interested.  Any fully initiated Catholic 
(having received the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation) is welcome! 

Lectors proclaim the Word of God in the form of the First and Second Reading at Mass.  There is a special 
training and Lectors receive a book with all of the readings in order to fully prepare for Mass.   

Commentators are responsible for introducing the Mass, reading the introduction to the first reading, an-
nouncing the intercessions and reading the Mass announcements.  Training will be offered with the Lector 
training. 

All of these ministries are vital to the Mass and involvement is a great way to show your support of St. Jude 
Church.  Schedules are published well in advance, and all volunteers are able to specify when and how many 
times they want to serve each month.  Please consider becoming an EMHC, a Lector or a Commentator and 
call the Rectory at 440-366-5711 for more information or to register for a training session. 

Chapel, balconies and crying room will be closed until further notice.  We will utilize 3 Communion lines and 

have markings on the floor to maintain social distancing.  Please read all of the Diocesan guidelines on page 

six of this publication for all of the changes and updates.  We ask for your cooperation and understanding.  It 

is not our goal to make it harder for people to worship, but rather to allow us all to come together and wor-

ship as safely as possible. 

Dispensation from the Sunday Mass attendance requirement has been extended indefinitely.  That dispensa-

tion applies to anyone who is sick, immunosuppressed, part of the most vulnerable group for contracting 

the virus or just concerned about spending time in a group of people.  If you choose to remain home, you 

can join us virtually on Facebook and be assured of our prayers and support.   

Masses Resume(cont.)
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Ministry Spotlight 
By Kristen Craig, Director of Religious Education/Communications 

Volunteer Opportunities: 

Leaders are needed for our special Children's Liturgy of the Word (C.L.O.W.) program. This program provides a 
unique opportunity for the children to hear the Word of God "broken open" at their own level during the 11:00 a.m. 
Mass.  A trained "Leader" facilitates the informal session, which takes place in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel at the 
same time the rest of the assembly is participating in the Liturgy of the Word  in the Church.   The children are invited 
to hear the Word in language they can more easily understand and engage in a discussion about the relevance of the 
readings of the Mass in their own lives.  No special skills are required and all training and materials are provided.  If 
you are willing to volunteer 1 Sunday per month during the 11:00 a.m. Mass, please contact Kristen Craig at 440-366-
5711. 

What is a Godparent or Confirmation Sponsor? 

So, you’ve had a baby and need to pick a Godparent or maybe your “baby” is an 8th grader and needs a Confirmation 
Sponsor.  What do you do?  Who do you pick? What is their “job” as a Godparent or Sponsor?   

A Godparent/Sponsor: 

1. Must be a fully initiated Catholic, having received the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation. 

2. Must be at least 16 years of age. 

3. Must be in a valid marriage (if they are married)—married by a priest or had their marriage validated. 

4. Must be an active, practicing Catholic.  This means they must be registered with a parish, must regularly attend 
Mass and regularly receive the sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation. 

5. Must provide a sponsor certificate from their home parish prior to the Baptism or Confirmation. 

Being a Godparent or a Confirmation Sponsor is an honor and a serious responsibility.  The person you select must be 
able to model the faith for the child they are representing.  They will assist you, in raising the child to be a good Catho-
lic.  All too often the position of Godparent or Sponsor is treated as a way to thank someone for being a good friend or 
to pay someone back for an honor they gave to you.  While that is tempting, that undercuts the seriousness of this po-
sition.  Often, your closest friends or siblings have fallen away from the faith, do not practice, or are not even Catholic.  
While those people can and should be involved in your child’s life in many areas, they are not a good choice for a God-
parent/Sponsor.  When looking at your friends and family for who to select, always ask yourself who would be the best 
person I know to answer questions and show my child how to do all things Catholic?   

Pastoral Council Wants Your Input! 

The Pastoral Council’s duties include listening to members of our faith community, being attentive to their needs, 
and communicating those needs and concerns to the Pastor. In this regard, members of the Pastoral Council are 
available in the Gathering area, before and after Mass. We welcome the opportunity to meet with you and discuss 
matters involving our faith community. Each month, we meet with the Pastor and share information we receive from 
the parishioners. You can also contact us via email at Pastoralcouncil@saintjudeparish.org. 
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Diocesan Guidelines for Mass 

BEFORE MASS  
 The faithful must  wear a mask (or other face covering) upon entering the church and during the celebration of 

Mass, except for the brief moment of receiving Holy Communion.   

 All attendees are encouraged to take their temperature before coming to church.  Anyone with a temperature of 
100.4 or higher and anyone with cold or flu symptoms is asked to remain at home. 

 All attendees are encouraged to wash their hands or use hand sanitizer before coming to Mass. 

 All pews shall be wiped down with disinfectant after each Mass.  All restrooms, door handles, push plates and 
knobs  will be cleaned and sanitized after each Mass. 

 All hymnals and missalettes have been removed.  Mass attendees may take a missalette from the table in the Gath-
ering area. Take it with you after Mass and bring it with you from week to week.  Books and other items left in the 
pews after Mass will be disposed of in the trash.  

 Holy water fonts will remain empty until further notice.  

 6 feet distances will be marked on the floor of the Church  so that distance is kept between those who are receiv-
ing communion both ahead/behind and next to.  We will utilize 3 Communion lines—the center aisle and the aisles 
along each wall.  Please follow instructions from the ushers. 

 DURING MASS  
 Entry and exit doors will be propped open to prevent people from touching the door handles, knobs or push 

plates.  

 We will be using every other pew in the sanctuary.  Closed pews are clearly marked.  The cry room, balconies and 
Chapel are closed.   You may enter the cry room only to access the restrooms.  

 Families may sit together but are to maintain six feet of distance between their family and other families or individ-
uals throughout the celebration of Mass.  

 All music will be done by cantors.  There will be no song sheets or books.  If you know the words, you are encour-
aged to sing along. 

 There will be a basket in the Gathering Area before Mass where you may deposit your offertory envelope. 

 We are suspending the Sign of Peace as well as distribution of Holy Communion from the cup.  We will not be using 
the kneelers.  We will stand at the points in Mass when we would normally kneel. 

 Communion ministers will be masked and will sanitize their hands immediately before and after distributing Com-
munion.  

 For the health and safety of all, reception of Holy Communion is strongly encouraged in the hand.  If you wish to 
receive on your tongue, please wait until all other communicants are finished, and then come up the center aisle 
to the celebrant. 

 When approaching the Communion minister, the communicant is to pull their mask below the chin and present 
one hand resting on the palm of the other.  After responding, “Amen,” the communicant reverently places the Eu-
charist in his or her mouth and immediately replaces their mask.    

AFTER MASS  
 Families should depart the church in an organized manner wearing masks and observing six feet of distance be-

tween other households.   

MISCELLANEOUS   
 The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains in effect.  We will live stream the Saturday 

4:30 p.m. Mass on the Elyria Catholic Cluster Facebook page and the St. Jude Church Facebook page. 
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Congratulations Father Kosem! 

May 30 will mark 50 years since Father Frank P. Kosem was ordained!  During this time of social distancing 
and prohibitions on large gatherings we will be celebrating in a different way. 

Fr. Kosem will celebrate all 3 regular weekend Masses (4:30 p.m. Saturday, 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Sun-
day) the weekend of May 30 and 31.  What a wonderful way to reopen our church to public liturgies! 

If you would like to offer a card or note of congratulations, you can send those to Fr. Kosem at : 

3140 Brownhelm Station Rd., Vermilion, OH 44089.   

You can also email him at fpk@SaintJudeParish.org or call/text at 440-567-9790. 

Congratulations to our Senior Altar Servers! 

With the suspension of Mass since mid-March, we were not able to recognize our graduating senior Altar 

servers.  Luke Constantino, Anthony Cuevas and Eric Rishel have served weekend Masses, daily Masses, Holy 

Days, holidays, weddings and funerals over the years.  We have enjoyed watching them grow into fine young 

men and cannot wait to see what the future holds for them! 

We will recognize them at the 11:00 a.m. Mass on May 31st.  Thank you for all of your service! 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 Memorial Day Mass—Monday, May 25 9:00 a.m. 

 Weekday Masses—beginning Tuesday, May 26: 8:30 a.m. Monday through 
Friday. 

 Weekend Masses—beginning Saturday, May 30—Saturday vigil 4:30 p.m.; 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 Special Sunday evening Mass—5:00 p.m. Sunday, May 31 only. 

 Please refer to our parish website:  www.SaintJudeParish.org for the most 
current calendar of events.   

 As we are able to schedule events, meetings and other activities, that         
calendar will be updated. 

 Please call the Rectory at 440-366-5711 with any questions. 

S A I N T J U D E P A R I S H . O R G  

For Complete details of all events visit www.SaintJudeParish.org 


