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Fr. John’s Forum
“In fact, everything that exists and moves in the Church, draws
its strength from Christ's Resurrection.”

A Prayer for

(Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa)

O Lord, the day of our longing has arrived! With the dawn comes deliverance. The first ray of light announces
the Good News: the Light of Life is now shining, never to set again. The Messiah once dead now lives. The
Messiah who went among the dead now reigns at the right hand of the Father. It is wonderful to behold. O
Lord, your victory is our hope of glory. We believe in you. We are your brothers and sisters born out of a living
faith in you as the Son of God. You who were crucified are now risen. You who were laid in the tomb and went
among the dead to announce salvation, live! And because you live we can face tomorrow. Because you live we
have hope. O Lord, we are your people sent forth with a message: “He is risen!” This Gospel is the hope of the
world. It has been entrusted to us. It is for us to share with others each day. We are to tell others of the wonder
of your love. We are to speak of what your love has done for us. Today, we pass from death to life. Amen.

The History of Easter Today we gather to celebrate
Christ’s Resurrection, the culmination of Christ’s mission
and the foundation of our faith. Easter is also the oldest
Christian holiday, one that Pope Leo I regarded as the greatest feast of the liturgical year, a conviction that has since
been widely embraced. As St. Paul wrote, “If Christ has not
been raised, then your faith has been in vain” (1 Cor 15:14).
St. Bede suggests that the word Easter could be related to
Estre, an ancient goddess of spring. The more common
term for Easter was the Latin Pasch or Passover. Easter was
the Festa Paschalia, a name that is plural because Easter is
not just a one-day event but includes even more days of
celebration (called the Easter Octave). The name Easter is
also related to the German word for east, ostern, where the
sun rises. So the associations of light from the rising sun
and the new life of spring naturally carry over to our
celebration of new life through Christ. The fixing of the date
of Easter was complex and somewhat controversial. To the
members of the early Church, every Sunday was regarded
as a celebration of the Resurrection. When it was determined to single out one day to highlight the feast, there was
disagreement to the proper date. Some Christians, including St. Irenaeus and St. Polycarp, felt it should coincide with
the Jewish Passover, which was determined by the lunar
calendar, while others preferred the Sunday celebration
date that eventually prevailed when the Council of Nicaea
in 325 AD determined that Easter is to be celebrated on the
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first Sunday following the first full moon that occurs on or
after the spring (vernal) equinox. (All Saints Press, 2019)

An Easter Reflection by St. Gregory Nazianzus
(325-398 AD) The Resurrection of the Lord! This is for us
the feast of feasts, and the celebration of celebrations,
excelling all other feasts! Yesterday the Lamb was slain.
Yesterday we suffered on the Cross with Christ; today we
are glorified together with Him! Yesterday we were buried
with Him; today we rise together with Him! Let us offer
gifts to Him who suffered and rose for us. Do you perhaps
think that I speak of gold or silver, or tapestries, or glittering stones of great price? Rather, let us offer ourselves,
that is, the dearest and most pleasing riches to God. Let us
return the glory of our image to the One whose image we
are; let us recognize our dignity; let us follow our Exemplar in honor; let us understand the power of this mystery,
and for what Christ suffered death.

The Easter Season Easter for Christians is not just one
day, but rather a 50-day period. The season of Easter, or
Eastertide, begins at sunset on the eve of Easter and ends
on Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of the Holy
Spirit and the birth of the Church. Easter is also more than
just an extended celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus.
In the early Church, Lent was a season of new converts to
learn about the faith and prepare for baptism on Easter
Sunday. The initial purpose of the 50-day Easter season

Protecting God’s Children - VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
was to continue the faith formation of new Christians.
Today, this extended season gives us time to rejoice and
experience what it means when we say “Christ is Risen.” It’s
the season when we remember our baptisms and recognize that through this sacrament we are incorporated into
Christ’s mighty acts of salvation. (All Saints Press, 2019)

The Paschal Candle While the origin of the Paschal
Candle is uncertain, it is most likely to have derived from
the evening prayer which the early Christians prayed
before every Sunday and especially that of Easter. The
solemn rite of lighting the Paschal Candle can be traced to
the second half of the 4th century. For example, the use of
singing a hymn in praise of the candle and the Easter
mystery is mentioned as an established custom in a letter
of St. Jerome, written in 384 to Presidio, a deacon from
Piacenza, Italy. Saints Ambrose and Augustine are also
known to have composed Easter proclamations such as
the “Exsultet,” with origins in the 5th century. From the
12th century, the custom began of inscribing the current
year on the candle. During the rite at the Easter Vigil, five
grains of incense representing Christ’s wounds are inserted in the form of a cross. An Alpha above the cross and an
Omega below (the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet) indicate that Christ is beginning and end of all things.
The Paschal Candle is blessed at the very beginning of the
Easter Vigil Mass and will then take a very prominent
place on the Altar throughout the fifty days of Easter.
During the year the candle is lit at all baptisms and funerals. In this way it symbolizes baptism as a death and resurrection in Christ, and also testifies to Christian certainty in
the resurrection of the dead as well as to the fact that all
are alive in the Risen Christ.

Office Closures Please remember that the Parish Administrative Offices will be closed Holy Easter Monday (April
22). They will reopen on Tuesday, April 23 at 8:30am.

Coming Next Month! As our Parish Grouping continues
into the second phase of the On Mission initiative, we will
soon be taking part in a Parish Transformation Survey,
which will be sponsored by the Parish Services Department of the Diocese of Pittsburgh. We will be inviting
every registered parishioner to participate in this important online survey in early May in order to help us identify
and develop new goals surrounding parish development
as we move forward into the next chapter of On Mission.
On behalf of Fr. Murhammer, Fr. Scheib and our Pastoral Staff,
I would like to wish you and your loved ones a most Blessed and
Happy Easter! The penitential days of Lent have brought us to
the joy and glory of the Resurrection of Our Lord. I hope and
pray that these holy days of Eastertide will bring you much
peace and contentment as we celebrate God’s eternal love for us
in and through the Resurrection of his Beloved Son, Jesus Christ.

Fr. John Gizler
jgizler@diopitt.org

PASTORAL STAFF
OFFICE HOURS: Monday–Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm
Rev. John B. Gizler, III............................Administrator
Rev. Francis Murhammer..........Senior Parochial Vicar
Dr. Brian M. Dougherty............St. Philip School Principal
Ms. MaryAnn Garfold.........Director of Religious Education
Ms. Mary Beth Barsh .............................Music Director
Ms. Dorothy Mancini......................Assistant Organist
Ms. Dorothy Kraemer ..........................Office Manager
Ms. Ursula Eberle.......................Business Coordinator
Ms. Maureen Takach...............Administrative Assistant

Congratulations I would like to congratulate our Eighth

Ms. Kandy Lawton ..............................Parish Secretary

Grade students on receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation this past Monday, April 15. Bishop David Zubik
celebrated a beautiful ceremony for our students and their
families in attendance.

Ms. Barbara Blake................................School Secretary

First Holy Communion We continue to pray for our

Mr. Brian Cox .........................................Maintenance

second grade students as they prepare to make their First
Holy Communion on April 27 and May 4 at 11:00am in St.
Philip Church.

Ms. Pamela Maurer ................................Housekeeping

CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse

Ms. Linda Bey....................Religious Education Secretary
Ms. Chris Archacki..................................Maintenance
Mr. Richard Hufnagel ...............................Maintenance

PRIESTS IN RESIDENCE:
Rev. Joseph Scheib ............................St. Philip Rectory
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MASS SCHEDULE
Day
Saturday, April 20
Holy Saturday

Sunday, April 21
Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of the Lord

Monday, April 22
Monday within the
Octave of Easter
Tuesday, April 23
Tuesday within the
Octave of Easter
Wednesday, April 24
Wednesday within the
Octave of Easter
Thursday, April 25
Thursday within the
Octave of Easter
Friday, April 26
Friday within the
Octave of Easter
Saturday, April 27
Saturday within the
Octave of Easter

Sunday, April 28
Second Sunday of Easter
Sunday of Divine Mercy

Location

Masses are held at St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship Site

Time

Mass Intention

Offered By

Vigil Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord

St. Philip

8:00pm (V)

St. Philip

7:00am

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

Ascension

8:30am

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

St. Philip

9:00am

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

Ascension

10:30am

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

St. Philip

11:00am

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

St. Philip

8:00am

Dave Stahurski

Wife, Valerie

Ascension

8:00am

Waigand Family

Sister Betty

St. Philip

8:00am

Stock & Nowak Families

Family

Ascension

8:00am

Margaret & Paul
O’Donovan

Maureen O’Donovan

St. Philip

8:00am

Sniadach Family

Brian Sniadach Family

Ascension

8:00am

Edward Shumovich

Barekzai Family

St. Philip

4:00pm (V)

Si & Rita Pfender

Daughter, Barb

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Roth & Dobbins Families

Alice Dobbins

St. Philip

7:00am

Rocco Rossi

Jack & Dian Perkins

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

St. Philip

9:00am

Audrey Seibel

Family

Ascension

9:30am

Joseph Varvaro

Filomena Varvaro

St. Philip

11:00am

William Myers

Wife, Mary Ellen

We’re on Facebook! Please be sure to friend us on Facebook today and receive
reminders about upcoming events and happenings at Saint Philip Parish.
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CONFESSION
Confession is offered at
the following time:
Ascension Worship Site:
Saturdays from 12:15pm
to 1:15pm

SACRAMENTS
Baptism:
A seminar is required
for first-time parents.
Baptisms are celebrated
on Sundays at 12:15pm at
St. Philip Church or at the
Ascension Worship Site.
Please call the Religious
Education Office at (412)
922-6388 for more
information
Matrimony:
Priest is to be contacted
six months in advance of
wedding. Participation
in Pre-Cana Program
required. Please contact
the Parish Priest for more
information.
Anointing of the Sick:
Following a weekend
Mass and on the last
Saturday of the month at
8:30am at Ascension
Worship Site.
Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA):
Call the Parish Office for
more information.
Priesthood/Religious Life:
Contact one of the Parish
Priests for more information.

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

Around the Diocese
part-time position with an established hourly rate. (This
office is NOT on a bus line.) Interested candidates should ask
for Jan at 412-408-6139, 7:00 am to 2:00pm, Monday through
Friday or send your resume to careers@ccapgh.org.

Easter Hope and Joy — We are a people who are
changed by the dying and rising of our Lord Jesus Christ.
This Paschal Mystery is reflected in the natural process of
death to new life. We see this all around us and in our
own lives. For example, we experience dying and rising
each year in the change of seasons. Jesus’ passion, death,
resurrection and ascension are the ultimate event of
dying and rising, of death to new life. Jesus shows us that
new life can come from death, that we can find meaning
in difficult times of pain and suffering. Jesus’ suffering,
death, and new life has forever changed us and given us
a different way of living. Death no longer has the last
word. Easter is a time of joy and new life as we celebrate
the resurrection of Jesus and the gift of eternal life. This
new life in Christ requires change in our lives and, while
change is never easy, it opens the door to opportunity
and growth. As we continue to undergo the changes of
the On Mission for The Church Alive! initiative let us always
have Christ our hope before us. He is for us the model of
the new life that change can bring. Visit onmission
churchalive.org to learn more and to stay informed.
EASTER BLESSING OF FAMILIES — The bishops of the
Diocese of Pittsburgh will welcome families to St. Paul
Cathedral this Easter Sunday afternoon. Come meet
Bishop David Zubik and auxiliary bishops, William
Waltersheid and William Winter. Families will receive an
individual greeting, blessing and photograph. Our bishops will receive families any time between 2:00pm and
5:00 pm. Join us for this beautiful Easter tradition!
TELEPHONE SURVEY PERSON — The Catholic Cemeteries Association of the Diocese of Pittsburgh is seeking an
experienced person to conduct telephone survey calls
from its North Hills office of Pittsburgh. This is a

MASS, MOE’S AND THE MAJOR LEAGUES — Come enjoy a
Pirates game with other young adults on May 31! We will
meet for Mass with Fr. Mike Ackerman at 5:30pm in St.
Mary of Mercy Church, followed by Moe’s Southwest
Grill for dinner downstairs. After dinner, we will walk to
PNC Park for the Pirates vs. San Diego Padres game with
Zambelli Fireworks. Tickets are limited and cost $25. Visit
PGHPriest.com by April 26 to buy tickets.
CHIMBOTE FOUNDATION — Mike Clark-WTAE-TV
Mission Travel Award — During the 53rd Annual Peru
Mission Dinner in October the Chimbote Foundation
honored WTAE-TV’s Mike Clark who is a longtime
mission supporter and dinner emcee, by announcing the
creation of the Mike Clark-WTAE-TV Mission Travel
Award. Through the generosity of its supporters, the
foundation will award $1,500 Mission travel scholarships
for as many as eight college students who are interested
in spending a week in Chimbote, Peru experiencing
first-hand the Foundation’s healthcare mission for the
poor and working one-on-one with the people of Chimbote. If selected, students can choose between the
following trip dates: June 14-24 or June 28-July 8. Please
visit www.chimbotefoundation.org to access the application or for more information, contact the project
chair, Gary Slifkey at gslifkey@diopitt.org.
CAMP LAJAS is a 5-night adventure camp for young men
and women in grades 9-12. Campers will participate in
activities including hiking, kayaking, archery, whitewater rafting and rockclimbing and will experience our
Creator every day in nature, praise and worship, Mass,
Reconciliation and dynamic and challenging spiritual
talks. Women’s week, July 15-20. Men’s week, July 22-26.
Find more information and register online at www.camp
lajas.org or look for us on Instagram @camplajas.
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Parish News
OFFERTORY COLLECTION:
Sunday, April 7: $12,659.00

REST IN PEACE
We offer our sympathy to the family of Lois Allison who
entered into eternal life. Please keep her in your prayers.

Parish Share, April 7: $5,106.00

ALTAR SERVERS:
April 27 at 4:00pm — Aidan O’Donnell, Ryan Gamble
April 27 at 5:30pm — Eddie Belasco
April 28 at 7:00am — Adult Server
April 28 at 9:00am — Will Stickman, Rachel Boehm, Jacob Kaltz
April 28 at 9:30am — John Henkel
April 28 at 11:00am — Ava Gaitens, Austin Naman, Joey Hurley

LECTORS:
April 27 at 4:00pm — Patty Roberto, Tom Hipkiss
April 27 at 5:30pm — Grace Berard, Doreen DiNello
April 28 at 7:00am — Mark Phillips
April 28 at 9:00am — Merrie Kaltz, Bill Stickman
April 28 at 9:30am — Colleen Pilarski, Linda Barone
April 28 at 11:00am — Jessica Rea

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
April 27 at 4:00pm — Art Bannon, Anna Gasper,
Sue Solt-Lonsinger, Anita Stotlemyer, Caren Surlow
April 27 at 5:30pm — Mary Schubert, Barb Hendrick,
Annette Marlinga, Nancy Salinski, Jane Beistel,
Linda Bey, Don Martin
April 28 at 7:00am — Geri Allen, Carol Anderson,
Kathy Evans, Chris Falki, Karen Rozeck
April 28 at 9:00am — Joe Allen, Ciara Crossey, Bob Seitz
April 28 at 9:30am — Debby Sullen, Dona Waldron,
Dennis Joyce, Alyce McAfee, Donna Scholz, Frank Bey,
Donna Zolkiewicz
April 28 at 11:00am — Mike Calorie, Sharon Gaitens, Tom &
Dorothy Koger, Eleanor Vistein
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NEW PARISHIONERS
We welcome Susan Gannon into our St. Philip Parish
Family.
PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE
The Parish Office will be closed Easter Monday for all
ordinary parish business. For emergencies, please call
the Parish at 412-922-6300 and someone will get back to
you as soon as possible.
ADULT FUNERAL SERVERS NEEDED
Our call for Adult Funeral Servers has gone unanswered
over the last few weeks. Please consider becoming a part
of this very important ministry. Most Funeral Masses
take place at 10:00am, Monday through Saturday. Training will be provided. We have a very high number of
funerals each week and we really need your help. Please
call Dorothy in our Parish Office at 412-922-6300, ext. 5
for more information.
STUDENT ALTAR SERVERS
If your son or daughter is in fourth grade (or above) and
would like to become an altar server, please contact the
Parish Office. We are seeking additional servers for the
4:00pm, 5:30pm, 9:00am, 9:30am and 11:00am Sunday
Masses. Training will be provided.
ST. PHILIP WOMEN’S RETREAT
Make plans to attend the annual St. Philip Women’s
Retreat at St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center on Pittsburgh’s South Side. It will be held April 26-28 from
5:30pm Friday to 12:00pm on Sunday. This year’s theme
is “I have chosen you.” A St. Paul’s Retreat always promises
to bring us to a deeper understanding of the way in
which God is leading us into the future. Why not take a
weekend in this Holy Easter Season to reflect on where
you are going? If interested in joining us on this retreat,
please call Marcie at 412-922-5255 or Mary Jane at 921-2361.

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

GARDEN TIME
It is that time of year; we need volunteers to help us with
our flower beds. If you have some extra time and would
like to assist us with this project, please call/email Dorothy
at 412-922-6300, ext. 5 or parishofficecrafton@gmail.com.
Dates and times are not known as yet but you will be
contacted when this information becomes available.
EMAIL SCAM NOTICE
It has come to our attention that a phishing email scam has
been targeting our diocesan priests and parishioners. In
these emails, parishioners are being asked by their parish
priests to purchase gift cards for individuals who are
supposedly ill. Do not reply to these emails! This particular
email scam has also been taking place in the Diocese of
Greensburg and dioceses around the United States. The fake
emails come from a gmail account that is not real. Please
take note of this scam and pass the word along to others.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We continue to seek additional members for the following parish ministries: Adult Funeral Servers, Bereavement Ministers to visit the Funeral Home with the Priest
and Sunday Mass Ushers (St. Philip Church).
If you feel that you are called to serve our parish in any of
the above ministries, please contact the Parish Office at
412-922-6300. Proper training will be provided.
CONGRATULATIONS
We would like to recognize and congratulate the following
parishioners who have recently completed training in the
first Forming Intentional Disciples cohort of St. Philip
Parish: Frank Bey, Linda Bey, Bill Eberle, Chris Falki,
Patricia Garcia, Eileen Guay, Joe Hoover, Rose Musser,
Rick Musser, Anita Okraszewski, Robert Okraszewski,
Katie Phillips, Jessica Rea, Dave Sammel, Lauren Sammel,
Francis Sullen, Debby Sullen and Carol Baric-Tarnow.
Stay tuned for additional information regarding this exciting initiative in our parish community.
OAKLAND CATHOLIC HONOR ROLL
We wish to congratulate the following students from our

Sanctuary Lamp
This week's Sanctuary Lamp
at St. Philip burns

In Loving Memory of
John & Claire Beitler
Offered by: Karen Beitler

This week's Sanctuary Lamp
at Ascension burns

In Loving Memory of
Rocco Julian
Offered by: Family

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK
We thank the following business for helping to underwrite
the production of our weekly Parish Bulletin:

BRUNI PLUMBING, INC.
Please mention that you saw their ad in the
Sunday Bulletin and thank them for their support
of our Parish and its ministry.

parish who were named to the Honor Roll at Oakland
Catholic High School for the Third Academic Quarter:
Highest Honor: Lauren Clutter and Andalushia Reilly.
APRIL RAFFLE — Congratulations to our first winners!
April 1 - #744 – Karen Cirrincione - $500.00
April 2 - #647 – Pat Golembiewski - $100.00
April 3 - #350 – Niki Barone - $100.00
April 4 - #258 – Jane Benedetti - $100.00
April 5 - #029 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
April 6 - #981 – Dave Richert - $200.00
April 7 - #602 – Lori Love - $200.00
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St. Philip School News
GRACE PROGRAM
The May GRACE celebration will be held during the May
Crowning ceremony on May 20 and will include our
annual Mothers’ Remembrance. Enrollment deadline is
May 8. Enrollments for the Grace Program may be made
by placing your request in the collection basket or sending it to the school office at 52 West Crafton Avenue,
Pittsburgh 15205. Any donation is gratefully accepted
and directly benefits the school.
REGISTRATION FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR
St. Philip School is now accepting Registrations for the
2019-2020 school year. Tours and Shadow Days are now
available. Enrollment is based on availability. Those
seeking to enroll in PreSchool through 8th Grade should
contact the school office at 412-928-2742, ext. 4.
Re-Registration for current students will be conducted
through the school mail.

HANDWRITING STATE CHAMP
Congratulations to Natalie Kirsch who is the State 6th
Grade Zaner-Bloser handwriting champion. Natalie was
presented with a medal and certificate for Zaner-Bloser
products by Principal, Dr. Brian Dougherty. Lauren
Astwood, 6th grade teacher was presented with a crystal
paperweight in recognition of her student’s achievement.
SPS STUDENTS, PAST AND PRESENT, HONORED AT THE
CARSON AWARDS
Congratulations to Grace Ravenstahl, present 8th grader,
and SPS alumni, Lauren Kirsch, Emily Costantino,
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Janneselle Umalin, Briana Patterson, Ella Wrabley and
Liam Cringle who were honored at the Carson Scholar
Awards. Across the nation, 505 students are receiving the
designation of 2019 Carson Scholars. They will receive a
$1,000 college scholarship, a recognition package and an
invitation to a regional awards banquet. In addition to
this outstanding group, 878 students earned the title of
2019 Recognized Scholars. These students continue to
exhibit the qualities of Carson Scholars by maintaining
academic excellence and humanitarianism and they will
be honored with a recognition package and an invitation
to an awards banquet.

ALL A’S — 3RD QUARTER
Grade 5: Levi Gladu, Caroline Hall, Jake Johnson, Katelyn
Miller, Sophia Muoio, Angelina Och, Emma Pearson, Leo
Shorthouse and Luke Wrabley.
Grade 6: Rachel Boehm, Addison Hazuda, Natalie Kirsch,
Tavon Lane, Rachel McDevitt and Everett Sargent.

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
Grade 7: Maslen Anselm, Charles Colantonio, Joseph
Hurley, Sean Kelsch, Gianna Marino, Lillianna Peterson,
Keeley Sniadach, Will Stickman, Annalise Wrabley,
Julianna-Nelle Umalin and Leah Zielinski.
Grade 8: Josephine Bochicchio, Emily Coll and Katarina
Komoroski.
PUERI CANTORES
Congratulations to Tori Pendzich and Lillianna Peterson who participated in Pueri Cantores, a choral festival
at St. Paul Cathedral which took place during Mass with
the Bishop. Students from all over the Diocese were
selected to participate and spent many hours learning
the music. Megan Bowen also trained for the event but
could not attend because of illness. Thank you to Ms.
Mary Beth Barsh who came at lunchtime each day to
prepare the girls for this solemn celebration.
RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES DURING LENT
• The 7th grade students held a Bake Sale at Mardi Gras
for the missions and have been collecting donations
during Lent through the mite boxes they made for
each homeroom.

St. Philip
Summer Camp
MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2019
through
FRIDAY, JULY 26, 2019
7:00am until 6:00pm
Ages 5 to 12

Lots of fun activites:
Weekly literature projects,
computer activities, bowling,
park picnics, STEAM
activities, field trips and
sweet treat Fridays.

• The students have been attending Mass weekly during
Lent as well as Stations of the Cross on Wednesdays.
Fr. Murhammer has been leading the children during
this special Lenten service.
• The Middle School students presented the Shadow
Stations of the Cross which helped all the children
prepare for Holy Week and Easter.
• St Philip 1st and 7th grade Prayer Partners shared a
Seder Meal to learn more about the events of Holy
Week. They ate foods representing foods served at
the Passover Meal which remembers the meal eaten
by the Jewish people on the night before they were
freed from Egypt. Jesus ate such a meal at the Last
Supper on Holy Thursday.

For more information, call
412-928-2742, Ext. #7, leave a
message and phone number,
or send an email to
afterschoolcare@spangelway.org
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Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

Religious Education News
A NOTE FROM MARYANN: He is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!
A Happy and Blessed Easter to you and your family. May
the joy of the Resurrection be yours today and always.
When we read the Gospel of John for today, we see that
Mary Magdala saw the stone removed and began to fear.
We see the disciple, whom Jesus loved, arrive and see the
burial cloths but not enter the tomb. He too began to fear.
Finally we see Simon Peter arrive and enter the tomb. Once
they entered the tomb, scripture tells us they “saw and
believed.” Fear does not have any real place in the story of
the Resurrection. To experience the Resurrection, to enter
into and celebrate the Resurrection, one must let go of
fear. Christ has risen. Let us let go of that which keeps us
in hesitation and fear and join in the New Life of Christ.
EASTER COMMENTS FROM POPE FRANCIS: Our daily
problems and worries can wrap us up in ourselves, in
sadness and bitterness…and that is where death is. That
is not the place to look for the One Who is alive! Let the
risen Jesus enter your life-welcome Him as a friend, with
trust: He is life! If up till now you have kept Him at a
distance, step forward. He will receive you with open
arms. If following Him seems difficult, don’t be afraid.
Trust Him, be confident that He is close to you, He is with
you and will give you the peace you are looking for and
the strength to live as He would have you do.

ST. ANTHONY CHAPEL TOUR: Our Confirmation Students
recently toured St. Anthony Chapel. The Chapel contains the
largest number of relics outside the Vatican.

FAITH FORMATION: Congratulations to our 8th grade
students who celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation
on Monday, April 15 with Bishop Zubik.
Thanks to all our Sunday Morning Religious Education
students who contributed to our Rice Bowl Collection for
the Diocese of Pittsburgh’s Mission in Peru. The amount
collected will be published in a future bulletin.
This Saturday, April 27, Mrs. Ravenstahl’s 2nd grade
students will receive their First Eucharist at St. Philip
Church. Next Saturday, May 4, Ms. Rodgers and Mrs.
Hillenbrand’s 2nd grade students will receive their First
Eucharist. Congratulations to all students.
Sunday, May 5 will be the last CCD Session for this year.
Thank you to all Catechists for your dedication and hard
work. Parents, please check your mail in the coming weeks
for an announcement concerning registration for next year.

FAITH NIGHT will be held on Saturday, June 22 at 4:05pm
following the Pirates vs. Padres baseball game. You will
hear Pirate players and coaches share their personal
experiences on how their faith has impacted both their
careers and their lives overall. The Religious Education
Office has acquired tickets for any interested student in
grades 7-12 and their families. Ticket price of $12 includes
a $5 coupon for food or beverages. Call MaryAnn in the
Office of Religious Education at 412-922-6388. The deadline for ticket orders is May 1.

Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education Phone: (412) 922-6388 Email: stphilipreligioused@gmail.com Page 11
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Week of April 21, 2019

St. Philip Ministries & Societies
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE — Words cannot
describe how amazing it must have been for those fortunate enough to see Jesus with their own eyes after his resurrection. While we are not so fortunate, we have the opportunity to “see” Jesus reflected in our fellow man. Not only
can we see Jesus in those who selflessly give of their time,
talents and resources, but we must also see the face of Jesus
in those less fortunate than us. In Matthew 25:35-36, Jesus
says, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me,
naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in
prison and you visited me.”
Through your generous support, the St. Philip Conference of
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul seeks to perform these
works of mercy for our friends in need through a variety of
activities. For those who may be visiting our parish this Easter
and are not aware of our efforts to assist the poor, we would
like to give you a brief introduction to our organization.
Anyone who resides within our parish boundaries can
request assistance by calling us at 412-444-8140 or emailing
us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com. Friends in need are
visited in their home by two Vincentians, who listen to their
needs and suggest other resources that may be helpful. The
Vincentians that perform the home visit then report back to
the group and we vote on the assistance that will be given.
We assist with a variety of requests, including, but not
limited to: financial assistance for delinquent utility bills,
rent payments, mortgage payments or minor home
repairs; furniture for people who are in need of beds,
dressers, tables, chairs, couches and household goods;
emergency food assistance; monthly food delivery for
those that do not have the ability to get to a food bank;
clothing vouchers and household goods vouchers for free
clothing and household goods from a St. Vincent de Paul
thrift store (https://svdppitt.org/stores/learn-more-aboutour-stores/). We also deliver donations of furniture, household goods and clothing to the Madonna Hope House,
which is a thrift store in Tunnelton, West Virginia.
We would not be able to fulfill requests for assistance without the unfailing support of our community. You can
support our organization by volunteering with us, donat-
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ing furniture, household goods or clothing, donating
money, or praying for our Conference and all those that we
help. If you would like to donate or volunteer, you can call
our hotline or email us.
This week, we were able to assist our friends in need by
providing a single woman who lost her job due to family
illness $300 toward her mortgage payment, giving $300
toward the electric bill of a single man raising his grandchild, and by providing three households with furniture
and household goods vouchers. Thank you for your continued support! We pray that you have a very blessed Easter
season and that you see the face of the risen Jesus everyday
in all those around you.
If you, or someone you know, are in need of assistance,
would like to volunteer with us, or would like to donate,
please call us at 412-444-8140 or email us at svdp.saint.
philip@gmail.com.
PARISH OUTREACH GROUP — We are always in need of
drivers for Mass (approx. once a month). We have parishioners who are unable to attend Mass with us unless they are
able to find a ride. Our Outreach Group also takes parishioners to doctors’ appointments and grocery shopping.
Please consider volunteering for this important Ministry. If
you are able to help, we ask you to contact the Administrative Office at 412-922-6300.
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP — The St. Philip Grief Support
Group meets from 2:00pm to 3:00pm on the 3rd Thursday of
the month in Connor Hall of Ascension Site. The Grief
Support Group sign will be on the door.
COUPON MINISTRY — Don’t forget to save your Sunday
paper coupons and drop them in the special boxes in the
vestibule of St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship Site.
Keep coupons together and do not cut, tape, staple or separate them. Please do not put any newspaper store ads such
as Walgreens, Rite Aid, CVS, Giant Eagle, Shop n’ Save, or the
Clipper and Trib advertisement magazines into the bins.
This ministry greatly helps with the purchase of food and
toiletry items for the St. Vincent de Paul and Crafton-Ingram
Food Banks. Any questions? Please call Anita Okraszewski
at 412-770-4453.

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

Around the
Community
PIPPIN — Bishop Canevin High School will present the
musical, Pippin on Thursday, April 25; Friday, April 26
and Saturday, April 27. Showtime is 7:30pm. For tickets,
call 412-922-7400, #0, $10.00 chair seating; $7.00 bleacher seating.
SUMMER SPORTS CAMP — Learn about Summer Sports
Camps at Bishop Canevin High School for 2019: Boys
Basketball, Girls Volleyball, Cross Country, Girls and Boys
Soccer. For more information, contact Dale Checketts,
Athletic Director at 412-922-7400, ext. 237 or checkettsd
@bishopcanevin.org.
BCHS APPLICATIONS — Applications are still being accepted for Bishop Canevin High School’s 2019-2020 academic
year. Interested students may visit the school’s website,
www.bishopcanevin.org to complete and submit an online
application. For more information, please call the Admissions Director, Katie Stevens at 412-922-7400, ext. 220.
BINGO AT BISHOP CANEVIN — Bingo is played every Saturday and Sunday night at Bishop Canevin. Visit www.bingo-at-BC.com or call the Bingo Hot Line at 412-445-9624 for
more info.
GOLFERS WANTED — Golfers are needed this season for
a community golf league (formerly Ascension Men’s Golf
League). We golf Tuesday afternoons at Fort Cherry Golf
Course in McDonald; league play starts April 30. For
information, contact Roger Rooth at 412-937-1110.
COMMUNITY CARING & SHARING THRIFT STORE — Sheraden United Methodist Church, 2966 Chartiers Avenue, sponsors a Community Thrift Store on the Third Saturday of
each month from 10:00am to 1:00pm. Items include apparel
and shoes for infants, toddlers, teens, women and men. Also
special event dresses, coats, household items and more. All
are priced under $5.00, unless marked. For information, call
412-331-7475.
CHURCH DINNER — Sheraden United Methodist Church,
2966 Chartiers Avenue, is holding a dinner on Saturday,
May 11 from 4:00pm to 6:00pm. Choice of entrée: Stuffed

Chicken Breast or Stuffed Pork Loin. Ticket price of $15.00
includes entrée, mashed potatoes, green beans, coleslaw
or applesauce, rolls, drink & dessert. Pre-Sold Tickets
Only. Orders will be taken up till May 6. Take Out and
Children’s Menu Available. Also, Chinese Auction. For
tickets or further information, please call 412-331-7475 or
412-279-1359 (leave message and call will be returned).
BASKETS OF GOODNESS — Need to send a gift? Want to
help others? Think outside the basket for great gift boxes
from Baskets of Goodness, an online retail social enterprise of Catholic Charities. You’ll find the perfect gift to
brighten someone’s day while helping others. All
purchases pass the good along since proceeds from the
sale will support the programs of Catholic Charities,
serving all in the time of greatest need regardless of
religious affiliation. Visit our website at www.basketsof
goodness.com to learn more and sign-up for a 20%
discount on your first order. For more information,
contact us at info@basketsofgoodness.com.
NEED FREE HEALTH CARE? Keeping low-income adults
well in our community for over 11 years! Catholic Charities Free Health Care Center. Call today for eligibility
details at 412-456-6911, option 1.
CARLOW UNIVERSITY RESIDENTIAL SUMMER WORKSHOPS for high school students —June 25-28— Carlow
University offers three fast-paced, residential career exploration workshops for high school students: Prepare to
Care, Summer Science Nation and New this year, Summer
Science Nation – Neuroscience. Whether you are interested in pursuing a career in healthcare, science or biomedical research, you will interact with and learn from professionals in those fields. It is open to all high school students
who have completed grades 9-11 and are interested in
exploring the healthcare and science professions. Participate in lab activities with Carlow professors and healthcare specialists, researchers, tour healthcare facilities, and
learn medical essentials in Carlow's state-of-the-art Nursing Skills Lab. Our new Neuroscience Workshop is for
highly motivated students interested in exploring the
workings of the brain and spinal cord and careers in
neuroscience and medicine. Learn about the brain,
diseases that affect the nervous system, and how medical
professionals are trained and improve outcomes for
patients. For more information: email Ljpetty@carlow.edu
or visit our website: carlow.edu/summerworkshops.
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A Volunteer Dinner!
All fish fry workers are cordially invited
to a Dinner to thank you for your help!
Date:
Time:
Place:
RSVP:

Friday, May 10th
5:30pm
Conner Hall
See sign-up sheet or
Call Chris at 412-937-1043
by Tuesday, May 7.
A BIG THANKS to all of you,
from the Fish Fry Crew.
This Lenten Season is now in the past.
Boy, that time really went fast.
This winter was so long and cold.
It did not deter the fish being sold.
It will be hoppin’ like a bunny,
when you come back in 2020 !
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Jim Crivelli Chevrolet
McKees Rocks Plaza
JimCrivelli.com
888-202-1743
Sales • Service • Collision • Parts

HERSHBERGER
STOVER INC

FUNERAL HOME
CREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213

(412) 928-2757

170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FD

www.olandertree.com

Diane McConaghy, REALTOR®, Associate Broker
1187 Thorn Run Rd. Ext. • Suite 400 • Coraopolis, PA 15108

Office: (724) 933-6300, Ext. 826 • Cell: (412) 719-7732
Parishioner
E-mail: dianeremaxselect@gmail.com

COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
STUMP GRINDING

A Veteran Owned
Funeral Home

Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

THORNWOOD VETERINARY HOSPITAL
(1/4 mile west of the Thornburg Bridge)
RAYMOND J. SCHUERGER, D.V.M.
(412) 921-1474 • 4211 Steubenville Pike • Pittsburgh

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh

412-921-4504
Pharmacy 921-7250
Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.

State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs

Mike McAleer • mmcaleer@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6307

4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service
email: schuler293@comcast.com 45 Years of Quality Service website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220
MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

JIM & LOU TORCASI

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Roofing • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
922-0543
Parishioners 922-8044
ROBERT M. DUNN, Exclusive Agent
Allstate Insurance Company
279 W. Steuben Street • Pittsburgh

412.922.1122

robertdunn@allstate.com

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

“CALL THE DOCTOR”

West Hills Law

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers
(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak

D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING
Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE

Driveways • Basement Floors
Steps • Sidewalks • etc.
Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway
Stone • Lawncare • Licensed and Insured

(412) 921-5685

3-P-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

412-329-6959

• DUI
• Personal Injury
• Estate Planning
• Estate Administration
5021 Noblestown Rd.
Oakdale, PA
www.westhillslaw.com

14-1356

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc.
b. david mcdermott, supervisor / parishioner

412.921.3661

165 noble ave., crafton pa 15205

CRAFTONIAN HALL
ON PREMISES

CREMATION OPTIONS
Financing Available
(subject to credit approval)

www.schepnermcdermott.com

Caring Since 1886

Memorial Lunches & All Occasions

Accepting insurance assignments and most major credit cards.

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

Foreign & Domestic
Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated

Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700

4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

WOLBERT
AUTO BODY & REPAIR
– Family Business –
Serving the community
for over 40 years

Pennsylvania
State Inspection
24-Hour
Emergency Towing

922-8898

47 East Crafton Ave.

~ (412) 381-4104 ~

APPLIANCE
SERVICE CENTER
t

40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

“The Appliance Experts”

WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

PAINTING
Interior - Exterior
35 years experience

(412) 403-2099

Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner
License: PA133887

THIS SPACE IS
William F. Conroy

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–
GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

Funeral Director/Supervisor

Patrick M. McGowan
Funeral Director

Pre-Planning • Traditional & Cremation Services
2944 Chartiers Avenue
Phone: 412-331-5192

www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com
~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE
Family Owned Since 1959

We do PA State Inspections
and general auto repairs.
Bus stops at door.
3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309

www.schneidersauto.com

BRUNI PLUMBING, INC
Thomas Bruni

Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified

412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber Shop

Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner

412-458-5357
3 W. Prospect Ave.

(across from Ingram Busway)

Murphy s Family Dentistry
Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.

412-331-6712

2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road
(412) 771-4151
McKees Rocks

Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
4245 Steubenville Pike
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

(412) 922-2171

Charles H. Sakai
Family Dentistry

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.

Family Owned
Since 1886

900 Chartiers Avenue • 412-921-1705

John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral Director • Anthony G. Staab, Supervisor

3-P-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411
(412) 596-4346

14-1356

