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CONFESSION

Confession is o�ered at 
the following time:

Ascension Worship Site: 
Saturdays from 12:15pm 
to 1:15pm

SACRAMENTS
Baptism:
A seminar is required
for first-time parents.
Baptisms are celebrated 
on Sundays at 12:15pm at 
St. Philip Church or at the 
Ascension Worship Site. 
Please call the Religious 
Education O�ce at (412) 
922-6388 for more 
information

Matrimony:
Priest is to be contacted
six months in advance of 
wedding. Participation 
in Pre-Cana Program 
required. Please contact 
the Parish Priest for more 
information.

Anointing of the Sick:
Following a weekend 
Mass and on the last
Saturday of the month at 
8:30am at Ascension 
Worship Site.

Rite of Christian

Initiation of Adults (RCIA):
Call the Parish O�ce for 
more information.

Priesthood/Religious Life: 
Contact one of the Parish 
Priests for more informa-
tion.
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MASS SCHEDULE  Masses are held at St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship Site

We’re on Facebook! Please be sure to friend us on Facebook today and receive 
reminders about upcoming events and happenings at Saint Philip Parish.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION:
Envelopes Issued:  1,384        Envelopes Used:    491
December 15 Regular Collection totaled:  $9,741.50
December 15 Mass Count:   1,185

PARISH SHARE COLLECTION
Parish Share Donations received December 15:  $5,373.00

ALTAR SERVERS: 
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Aidan O’Donnell
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm - Volunteer
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Bob Yakulis
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Joey Hurley, Keeley Sniadach, 
                Will Stickman
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am - Volunteer
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – Keeley Bodnar, Nicholas & 
                 Daniel Hillenbrand

January 4 at 4:00pm – Miles & Daphne Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Volunteer
January 5 at 7:00am – Bob Yakulis
January 5 at 9:00am – Liam, Aodhan & Declan Cringle
January 5 at 9:30am – Volunteer
January 5 at 11:00am – Jacob Kaltz, Ava Gaitens, Austin Naman 

LECTORS:
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Denny Maher, Art Bannon
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm – As Scheduled
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Patrick Kelly
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Bill Stickman, Jessica Rea 
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am – As Scheduled
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – Ronette Hillenbrand, Dan Welsh

January 4 at 4:00pm – Matthew Gallis, Bella Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Richard Julian, Susan Petrak
January 5 at 7:00am – Beth Ayres
January 5 at 9:00am – Jessica Rea, B. J. Gamble
January 5 at 9:30am – Colleen Pilarski, Fran Sullen
January 5 at 11:00am – Merrie Kaltz, Lenore Pope
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LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY
Domesticating the gospel happens far too frequently. 
It’s di�cult to read or hear these stories fresh or in a 
new way when we are so familiar with them. But with 
today’s gospel we are reminded of the reality that 
Joseph, Mary, and the child Jesus were political 
refugees. They feared for their lives, as Herod had 
massacred the innocents. The Holy Family found 
safety and refuge in a foreign country. Though Jesus 
was Emmanuel, danger was present and must have 
seemed a specter shadowing the Holy Family. We 
know that Jesus will ultimately lose his life at the hands 
of the state. Is it any wonder that the gospel message 
was so popular with the outcast and marginalized? As 
we live the paschal mystery, we are called to let go of 
the domestication of the gospel and allow it to speak to 
the realities we face. Let us, as disciples, identify with 
the outcast, marginalized, and a�icted, for that is how 
the Holy Family lived. In doing so, we will su�er and 
die in this struggle only to be raised to new life. (Living 
Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

DECEMBER RAFFLE
Congratulations to the first winners!

Dec. 1 - #754 – Linda Barone - $500.00
Dec. 2 - #151 – Anthony Campana - $100.00
Dec. 3 - #685 – Ben Damits, Jr. - $100.00
Dec. 4 - #789 – Rosemarie Stanley - $100.00
Dec. 5 - #285 – Fran Jenkins - $100.00
Dec. 6 - #660 – Noreen Monahan - $100.00
Dec. 7 - #462 – Marilyn Nist - $200.00
Dec. 8 - #561 – Russ Pixley - $200.00
Dec. 9 - #433 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 10 -#176 – Jane Beistel - $100.00
Dec. 11 - #531 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 12 - #015 – Karen Finnegan - $100.00
Dec. 13 - #455 – Laurie Balchus - $100.00
Dec. 14 - #507 – Ryan Tomcik – $200.00
Dec. 15 - #344 – Dan Isenberg - $200.00

TIS THE SEASON TO REJOICE
The 12 Days of Christmas: As the familiar 18th century 
English Christmas carol reminds us, the Christmas 
Season, also known as Christmastide, extends far 
longer than just the day of Christmas.  In the Church 
year, Christmas day is the first of the 12 days of Christ-
mas. The last night, twelfth night, is January 5, the eve 
of the feast of Epiphany, celebrated on January 6.  The 
final Sunday of the Christmas Season celebrates the 
Baptism of Jesus. Clearly, Christmas is meant to be not 
just a celebration of the baby Jesus on Jesus’ birthday 

but a summary of our lives in relation to God’s intimate, 
incarnate presence with us today.

In the early Eastern Church, the Epiphany was the 
primary celebration of both Jesus’ birth and his mani-
festation to the world. It was associated with the 
winter solstice when the sun’s light began to be 
renewed for another year. In the Roman West in the 
3rd century, the celebration of Jesus’ birth was shifted 
to December 25 to compete with the pagan festival of 
the “unconquered sun” (natalis solis invicti) and the 
time until Epiphany became the Christmas Season.

From the 4th century on, Christmas, with its focus on 
Christ’s incarnation as a truly human person like 
ourselves, grew in popularity until today it often 
surpasses Easter in the popular imagination. During 
this blessed season, then, we are constantly reminded 
of God’s love and desire to be with us and for us to 
share in the divine life. (2019 by All Saints Press)

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Anna Gasper, Mary Jane Roth, 
 David Sammel, Sue Solt-Lonsinger, Anita Stotlemyer
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm – Pat Adamski, Don Martin, 
 Annette Marlinga, Jane Beistel, Nancy Salinski, 
 Barb Hendrick
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Beth Ayres, Kathy Evans, 
 Chris Falki, Dian Perkins, Carl Wiedenhofer
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Joe Allen, Bill & Ursula Eberle
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am – Tom Knight, Mary Ann Gibbons, 
 Dona Waldron, Donna Scholz, Debby Sullen, 
 Donna Zolkiewicz
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – John Hillenbrand, Paula Kelly, 
 Tom & Dorothy Koger, Pauline Bodnar Welsh

January 4 at 4:00pm – Art Bannon, Anna Gasper,  Anita Stotlemyer, 
 Caren Surlow, Sam Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Pat Adamski, Katie Phillips, 
 Annette Marlinga, Ellen Fogle, Barb Hendrick, 
 Carroll Gorman, Nancy Salinski
January 5 at 7:00am – Carol Anderson, Chris Falki, 
 Heidi Rodgers, Carl Wiedenhofer, Don Wolbert
January 5 at 9:00am – Joe Allen, Maribeth Cringle, 
 Mary Gerlowski
January 5 at 9:30am – Tom Knight, Dona Waldron, Frank Bey, 
 Mary Ann Gibbons, Debby Sullen, Elaine Francis, 
 Donna Zolkiewicz
January 5 at 11:00am –  Sharon Gaitens, Tom & Dorothy Koger, 
 Eleanor Vistein, Kathy Kanavy

OFFERTORY MAILING REMINDER
Do you mail your o�ertory envelope to the Parish O�ce? 
If so, please remember to place your check inside the 
envelope and write the amount on the front. This is a 
great help to our money counting teams. Thank you!

CALENDAR PARTY
Many of you have been asking about the date of the 2020 
Calendar Party. It will be held Sunday, March 8 at Bishop 
Canevin High School. Watch the bulletin for details.

NEW PARISH WEBSITE
Have you visited our new parish website yet? Go to 
www.saintphilipchurch.org to see our beautiful web-
site that was designed by Lava New Media Company. 
They are located near Greentree and have redesigned 
both the St. Philip Parish and School websites. We 
thank them for their amazing work!

THE COMPANIONS OF CHRIST
Over the centuries as the Christmas Season was 
celebrated, the Church gradually drew together a 
series of feasts following Christmas Day that by the 
Middle Ages were often referred to as the “Compan-
ions of Christ” (Comites Christi), a kind of royal entou-
rage to accompany the newborn king. In their various 
ways, they represent di�erent forms of witness to 
Christ or some aspect of our Christian faith.

Sunday between Christmas & Epiphany: The Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph who show how our 
own families might reflect a right relationship to God 
and one another.
December 29: St. Thomas Becket, Archbishop of 
Canterbury and head of the English Church, who was 
murdered by King Henry II’s knights for opposing the 
king’s attempt to control the Church.
December 31: Pope St. Sylvester, who oversaw the 
transition of the Church from an illegal to a legal 
religion under Roman emperor, Constantine and invit-
ed the world’s bishops to the first Ecumenical Council 
at Nicea (325).
January 1: (the Octave Day of Christmas):  Mary the 
Mother of God, whose “yes: to God models our 
willingness to bring Jesus to birth in ourselves and our 
world (Lk. 1:26-38).
January 6: the Epiphany, when God in the incarnate 
child Jesus is revealed to all the world in the persons 
of the Gentile Magi (Mt. 2:1-12).
The Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of Jesus.  
This feast now ends the Christmas Season by celebrat-
ing Jesus’ commitment to God’s saving activity and 
God’s commissioning him with the power of the Holy 
Spirit to accomplish it. (2019 by All Saints Press)

SANTALAND RAILROAD HOLIDAY TRAIN DISPLAY —        
ST. PHILIP PARISH at ASCENSION WORSHIP SITE: 
Today, December 29, is the last day to see the display 
from 10:30am to 4:30pm. Free-will donations benefit 
the Crafton-Ingram and St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Food Banks.

2019 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

If you would like a Statement of your Contributions to 

St. Philip Parish for 2019, please fill out the form below 

and forward it to us along with a self-addressed 

stamped letter-size envelope and a list of your contri-

butions will be mailed to you as quickly as possible. If 

we do not receive a return envelope, we will hold the 

statement for you to pick up at the Parish O�ce. Please 

mark “IRS” on the envelope addressed to the Parish 

O�ce. We thank you for your cooperation.

2019 IRS Contribution Statement

Envelope #:_____________ Phone:_______________________________

Name:  __________________________________________________________

Email address:  _________________________________________________

 

Day Location Time Mass Intention O�ered By 

Saturday, December 28 
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

Ascension 8:00am Special Intention of 
Mike Harding Jeannette Samansky 

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Kathleen M. Mortell Family 

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Andrew, Dorothy & Marcia 
Triscila Graysay Family 

Sunday, December 29 
The Holy Family of Jesus,  
Mary and Joseph 

St. Philip 7:00am Timothy Puccetti Wife & Son 

St. Philip 9:00am Wendy Eberle Angelo & Josephine 
Amoroso 

Ascension 9:30am Suzanne Harding Jeannette Samansky 

St. Philip 11:00am Earl & Marilyn Lutz Donna J. Studeny 

Monday, December 30  
Sixth Day within the Octave  
of the Nativity of the Lord 

St. Philip 8:00am 

Salvatore & Rose DiGiulio, 
John & Carmella DiGiulio, 
Anna DiGiulio  Sullivan and 
Elizabeth DiGiulio Pompell 

Janet Lindsey 

Tuesday, December 31 
Seventh Day within the 
Octave of the Nativity  
of the Lord 

Ascension 8:00am William & Marion Lugaila 
and Shane Phillips Family 

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Rogelio Austria Austria-Robles Family 

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Fred Porta Wife, Anne 

Wednesday, January 1 
Octave Day of the Nativity  
of the Lord; 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother  
of God, Holy Day of Obligation 

St. Philip 7:00am Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish 

St. Philip 9:00am Helen Fryer Dottie Rayburg 

Ascension 9:30am James DeAngelis DeDe & Sam Palombini 

St. Philip 11:00am Mary Baiardo Caroline Kelly & Family 

Thursday, January 2 
Saints Basil the Great & 
Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops 
and Doctors of the Church 

Ascension 8:00am Joe Ragan Rose 

 
Friday, January 3 
Christmas Weekday 

St. Philip 8:00am Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish 

Saturday, January 4 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
Religious 

Ascension 8:00am Robert A. Zoeller, Sr. Dennis & Nancy Manant 

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) William Kocyan Wife & Children 

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Rocco Julian Catherine Lach 

Sunday, January 5 
Epiphany of the Lord 

St. Philip 7:00am Special Intention of Leona Chobot 

St. Philip 9:00am Alice Petrie Aidan White & Family 

Ascension 9:30am John Henkel Ingram Community 
Ambulance Members 

St. Philip 11:00am Jim Klaphake Alan & Carol Chesleigh 



SCOUT RETREAT-YOUTH TRACK — The Scout Retreat, youth 
track, is Saturday, January 11 from 9:00am to 5:00pm at St. Paul 
Seminary. Cost is $20 before January 1 ($25 after). Fee includes 
lunch, workshops, supplies, patch and more! Uniforms are 
requested to be worn. This retreat fulfills the retreat require-
ment for the boys and girls in scouting programs working on 
one of the Roman Catholic religious emblems. For more infor-
mation or to register, visit https://diopitt.org/scouting.

SCOUT RETREAT-ADULT TRACK — The Catholic Committee 
on Scouting is o�ering an opportunity for adult scouts and 
any other interested adults to come for a spiritually uplifting 
morning of fellowship and growth. The event takes place on 
Saturday, January 11, 2020 from 9:00am to 5:00pm at St. Paul 
Seminary. This track will be conducted along with the 
religious retreat for boys and girls in scouting. Attendees can 
go to the Adult Spiritual Enrichment part in the morning and 
join committee members and other adults in a networking 
session in the afternoon. For more information or to register, 
visit https://diopitt.org/scouting.

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
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OFFERTORY COLLECTION:
Envelopes Issued:  1,384        Envelopes Used:    491
December 15 Regular Collection totaled:  $9,741.50
December 15 Mass Count:   1,185

PARISH SHARE COLLECTION
Parish Share Donations received December 15:  $5,373.00

ALTAR SERVERS: 
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Aidan O’Donnell
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm - Volunteer
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Bob Yakulis
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Joey Hurley, Keeley Sniadach, 
                Will Stickman
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am - Volunteer
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – Keeley Bodnar, Nicholas & 
                 Daniel Hillenbrand

January 4 at 4:00pm – Miles & Daphne Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Volunteer
January 5 at 7:00am – Bob Yakulis
January 5 at 9:00am – Liam, Aodhan & Declan Cringle
January 5 at 9:30am – Volunteer
January 5 at 11:00am – Jacob Kaltz, Ava Gaitens, Austin Naman 

LECTORS:
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Denny Maher, Art Bannon
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm – As Scheduled
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Patrick Kelly
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Bill Stickman, Jessica Rea 
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am – As Scheduled
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – Ronette Hillenbrand, Dan Welsh

January 4 at 4:00pm – Matthew Gallis, Bella Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Richard Julian, Susan Petrak
January 5 at 7:00am – Beth Ayres
January 5 at 9:00am – Jessica Rea, B. J. Gamble
January 5 at 9:30am – Colleen Pilarski, Fran Sullen
January 5 at 11:00am – Merrie Kaltz, Lenore Pope

Around the Diocese

WARMING STATION SUPPLIES NEEDED — Catholic Charities’ 
warming station in downtown Pittsburgh is open and o�er-
ing warmth, co�ee and snacks to the homeless during the 
bitter winter months. Your help to keep the program stocked 
with supplies makes a big di�erence. Catholic Charities 
needs the following items: hand and foot warmers; hats; 
gloves; mittens; scarves; coats (size XL and larger); granola 
bars; cereal bars; instant oatmeal; instant soup; toiletries 
(especially lotion and chap stick); underwear (all sizes); and 
warm socks. Supplies may be dropped o� at the Susan Zubik 
Welcome Center where the warming station is housed (212 9th 
Street, Pittsburgh, 15222).

RETROUVAILLE — Does Your Marriage Need a Rebirth? 
Retrouvaille has helped countless couples experiencing 
marital di�culty at all levels from disillusionment through 
deep misery. For confidential information, please call 
412-277-3434 or email 3041@retrouvaille.org. We will be 
hosting two weekend retreats in 2020: January 31-February 2 
and September 11-13. Call today to begin the healing process 
or visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 

UNBOUND — FREEDOM IN CHRIST TWO DAY CONFERENCE 
Discover the Freedom God has for you! A video presentation 
by author Neal Lozano and live teachings by Fr. Boniface 
Hicks, OSB will be held Friday, January 17 from 6:30pm to 
9:00pm & Saturday, January 18 from 9:00am to 5:00pm at 
Our Lady of Joy Church, 2000 O’Block Road, Pittsburgh PA 
15239. UNBOUND is a simple, gentle and powerful prayer 
ministry of freedom and healing helping us to release the 
POWER OF THE GOSPEL over spiritual blockages such as 
resentments, negative thoughts or addictions. Jesus sets us 
free by breaking the power of sin and revealing the love of 
God. Join us for prayer, teaching, practice using the FIVE 
KEYS TO FREEDOM and opportunities for personal ministry 
from our ministry teams. $35 registration fee includes Satur-
day lunch.  Learn more about the Unbound prayer model at 
heartofthefather.com and for local information, at unbound 
pittsburgh@gmail.com. Online registration is available at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/unbound-conference- 
jan-17-18-tickets-76846998441.

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY
Domesticating the gospel happens far too frequently. 
It’s di�cult to read or hear these stories fresh or in a 
new way when we are so familiar with them. But with 
today’s gospel we are reminded of the reality that 
Joseph, Mary, and the child Jesus were political 
refugees. They feared for their lives, as Herod had 
massacred the innocents. The Holy Family found 
safety and refuge in a foreign country. Though Jesus 
was Emmanuel, danger was present and must have 
seemed a specter shadowing the Holy Family. We 
know that Jesus will ultimately lose his life at the hands 
of the state. Is it any wonder that the gospel message 
was so popular with the outcast and marginalized? As 
we live the paschal mystery, we are called to let go of 
the domestication of the gospel and allow it to speak to 
the realities we face. Let us, as disciples, identify with 
the outcast, marginalized, and a�icted, for that is how 
the Holy Family lived. In doing so, we will su�er and 
die in this struggle only to be raised to new life. (Living 
Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

DECEMBER RAFFLE
Congratulations to the first winners!

Dec. 1 - #754 – Linda Barone - $500.00
Dec. 2 - #151 – Anthony Campana - $100.00
Dec. 3 - #685 – Ben Damits, Jr. - $100.00
Dec. 4 - #789 – Rosemarie Stanley - $100.00
Dec. 5 - #285 – Fran Jenkins - $100.00
Dec. 6 - #660 – Noreen Monahan - $100.00
Dec. 7 - #462 – Marilyn Nist - $200.00
Dec. 8 - #561 – Russ Pixley - $200.00
Dec. 9 - #433 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 10 -#176 – Jane Beistel - $100.00
Dec. 11 - #531 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 12 - #015 – Karen Finnegan - $100.00
Dec. 13 - #455 – Laurie Balchus - $100.00
Dec. 14 - #507 – Ryan Tomcik – $200.00
Dec. 15 - #344 – Dan Isenberg - $200.00

TIS THE SEASON TO REJOICE
The 12 Days of Christmas: As the familiar 18th century 
English Christmas carol reminds us, the Christmas 
Season, also known as Christmastide, extends far 
longer than just the day of Christmas.  In the Church 
year, Christmas day is the first of the 12 days of Christ-
mas. The last night, twelfth night, is January 5, the eve 
of the feast of Epiphany, celebrated on January 6.  The 
final Sunday of the Christmas Season celebrates the 
Baptism of Jesus. Clearly, Christmas is meant to be not 
just a celebration of the baby Jesus on Jesus’ birthday 

but a summary of our lives in relation to God’s intimate, 
incarnate presence with us today.

In the early Eastern Church, the Epiphany was the 
primary celebration of both Jesus’ birth and his mani-
festation to the world. It was associated with the 
winter solstice when the sun’s light began to be 
renewed for another year. In the Roman West in the 
3rd century, the celebration of Jesus’ birth was shifted 
to December 25 to compete with the pagan festival of 
the “unconquered sun” (natalis solis invicti) and the 
time until Epiphany became the Christmas Season.

From the 4th century on, Christmas, with its focus on 
Christ’s incarnation as a truly human person like 
ourselves, grew in popularity until today it often 
surpasses Easter in the popular imagination. During 
this blessed season, then, we are constantly reminded 
of God’s love and desire to be with us and for us to 
share in the divine life. (2019 by All Saints Press)

OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Friday 8:30am-3:00pm
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES: 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. John B. Gizler, III  Pastor
Rev. Francis Murhammer Senior Parochial Vicar
Dr. Brian Dougherty St. Philip School Principal
Ms. MaryAnn Garfold Director of Religious Education
Ms. Mary Beth Barsh Music Director
Ms. Dorothy Mancini Assistant Organist
Ms. Dorothy Kraemer O�ce Manager
Ms. Ursula Eberle  Business Coordinator
Ms. Maureen Takach  Administrative Assistant
   Safe Environment Coordinator
Ms. Pilar Brown  Graphic Designer, Bulletin 
Ms. Linda Bey  Religious Education Secretary
Ms. Michele O’Toole School Secretary
Ms. Chris Archacki Maintenance
Mr. Richard Hufnagel Maintenance
Mr. Brian Cox  Maintenance
Ms. Nancy Mehal  Housekeeping

PRIEST IN RESIDENCE
Rev. Joseph Scheib  St. Philip Rectory

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Anna Gasper, Mary Jane Roth, 
 David Sammel, Sue Solt-Lonsinger, Anita Stotlemyer
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm – Pat Adamski, Don Martin, 
 Annette Marlinga, Jane Beistel, Nancy Salinski, 
 Barb Hendrick
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Beth Ayres, Kathy Evans, 
 Chris Falki, Dian Perkins, Carl Wiedenhofer
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Joe Allen, Bill & Ursula Eberle
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am – Tom Knight, Mary Ann Gibbons, 
 Dona Waldron, Donna Scholz, Debby Sullen, 
 Donna Zolkiewicz
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – John Hillenbrand, Paula Kelly, 
 Tom & Dorothy Koger, Pauline Bodnar Welsh

January 4 at 4:00pm – Art Bannon, Anna Gasper,  Anita Stotlemyer, 
 Caren Surlow, Sam Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Pat Adamski, Katie Phillips, 
 Annette Marlinga, Ellen Fogle, Barb Hendrick, 
 Carroll Gorman, Nancy Salinski
January 5 at 7:00am – Carol Anderson, Chris Falki, 
 Heidi Rodgers, Carl Wiedenhofer, Don Wolbert
January 5 at 9:00am – Joe Allen, Maribeth Cringle, 
 Mary Gerlowski
January 5 at 9:30am – Tom Knight, Dona Waldron, Frank Bey, 
 Mary Ann Gibbons, Debby Sullen, Elaine Francis, 
 Donna Zolkiewicz
January 5 at 11:00am –  Sharon Gaitens, Tom & Dorothy Koger, 
 Eleanor Vistein, Kathy Kanavy

OFFERTORY MAILING REMINDER
Do you mail your o�ertory envelope to the Parish O�ce? 
If so, please remember to place your check inside the 
envelope and write the amount on the front. This is a 
great help to our money counting teams. Thank you!

CALENDAR PARTY
Many of you have been asking about the date of the 2020 
Calendar Party. It will be held Sunday, March 8 at Bishop 
Canevin High School. Watch the bulletin for details.

NEW PARISH WEBSITE
Have you visited our new parish website yet? Go to 
www.saintphilipchurch.org to see our beautiful web-
site that was designed by Lava New Media Company. 
They are located near Greentree and have redesigned 
both the St. Philip Parish and School websites. We 
thank them for their amazing work!

THE COMPANIONS OF CHRIST
Over the centuries as the Christmas Season was 
celebrated, the Church gradually drew together a 
series of feasts following Christmas Day that by the 
Middle Ages were often referred to as the “Compan-
ions of Christ” (Comites Christi), a kind of royal entou-
rage to accompany the newborn king. In their various 
ways, they represent di�erent forms of witness to 
Christ or some aspect of our Christian faith.

Sunday between Christmas & Epiphany: The Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph who show how our 
own families might reflect a right relationship to God 
and one another.
December 29: St. Thomas Becket, Archbishop of 
Canterbury and head of the English Church, who was 
murdered by King Henry II’s knights for opposing the 
king’s attempt to control the Church.
December 31: Pope St. Sylvester, who oversaw the 
transition of the Church from an illegal to a legal 
religion under Roman emperor, Constantine and invit-
ed the world’s bishops to the first Ecumenical Council 
at Nicea (325).
January 1: (the Octave Day of Christmas):  Mary the 
Mother of God, whose “yes: to God models our 
willingness to bring Jesus to birth in ourselves and our 
world (Lk. 1:26-38).
January 6: the Epiphany, when God in the incarnate 
child Jesus is revealed to all the world in the persons 
of the Gentile Magi (Mt. 2:1-12).
The Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of Jesus.  
This feast now ends the Christmas Season by celebrat-
ing Jesus’ commitment to God’s saving activity and 
God’s commissioning him with the power of the Holy 
Spirit to accomplish it. (2019 by All Saints Press)

SANTALAND RAILROAD HOLIDAY TRAIN DISPLAY —        
ST. PHILIP PARISH at ASCENSION WORSHIP SITE: 
Today, December 29, is the last day to see the display 
from 10:30am to 4:30pm. Free-will donations benefit 
the Crafton-Ingram and St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Food Banks.

2019 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

If you would like a Statement of your Contributions to 

St. Philip Parish for 2019, please fill out the form below 

and forward it to us along with a self-addressed 

stamped letter-size envelope and a list of your contri-

butions will be mailed to you as quickly as possible. If 

we do not receive a return envelope, we will hold the 

statement for you to pick up at the Parish O�ce. Please 

mark “IRS” on the envelope addressed to the Parish 

O�ce. We thank you for your cooperation.

2019 IRS Contribution Statement

Envelope #:_____________ Phone:_______________________________

Name:  __________________________________________________________

Email address:  _________________________________________________
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Parish News

OFFERTORY COLLECTION:
Envelopes Issued:  1,384        Envelopes Used:    491
December 15 Regular Collection totaled:  $9,741.50
December 15 Mass Count:   1,185

PARISH SHARE COLLECTION
Parish Share Donations received December 15:  $5,373.00

ALTAR SERVERS: 
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Aidan O’Donnell
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm - Volunteer
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Bob Yakulis
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Joey Hurley, Keeley Sniadach, 
                Will Stickman
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am - Volunteer
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – Keeley Bodnar, Nicholas & 
                 Daniel Hillenbrand

January 4 at 4:00pm – Miles & Daphne Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Volunteer
January 5 at 7:00am – Bob Yakulis
January 5 at 9:00am – Liam, Aodhan & Declan Cringle
January 5 at 9:30am – Volunteer
January 5 at 11:00am – Jacob Kaltz, Ava Gaitens, Austin Naman 

LECTORS:
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Denny Maher, Art Bannon
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm – As Scheduled
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Patrick Kelly
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Bill Stickman, Jessica Rea 
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am – As Scheduled
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – Ronette Hillenbrand, Dan Welsh

January 4 at 4:00pm – Matthew Gallis, Bella Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Richard Julian, Susan Petrak
January 5 at 7:00am – Beth Ayres
January 5 at 9:00am – Jessica Rea, B. J. Gamble
January 5 at 9:30am – Colleen Pilarski, Fran Sullen
January 5 at 11:00am – Merrie Kaltz, Lenore Pope

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY
Domesticating the gospel happens far too frequently. 
It’s di�cult to read or hear these stories fresh or in a 
new way when we are so familiar with them. But with 
today’s gospel we are reminded of the reality that 
Joseph, Mary, and the child Jesus were political 
refugees. They feared for their lives, as Herod had 
massacred the innocents. The Holy Family found 
safety and refuge in a foreign country. Though Jesus 
was Emmanuel, danger was present and must have 
seemed a specter shadowing the Holy Family. We 
know that Jesus will ultimately lose his life at the hands 
of the state. Is it any wonder that the gospel message 
was so popular with the outcast and marginalized? As 
we live the paschal mystery, we are called to let go of 
the domestication of the gospel and allow it to speak to 
the realities we face. Let us, as disciples, identify with 
the outcast, marginalized, and a�icted, for that is how 
the Holy Family lived. In doing so, we will su�er and 
die in this struggle only to be raised to new life. (Living 
Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

DECEMBER RAFFLE
Congratulations to the first winners!

Dec. 1 - #754 – Linda Barone - $500.00
Dec. 2 - #151 – Anthony Campana - $100.00
Dec. 3 - #685 – Ben Damits, Jr. - $100.00
Dec. 4 - #789 – Rosemarie Stanley - $100.00
Dec. 5 - #285 – Fran Jenkins - $100.00
Dec. 6 - #660 – Noreen Monahan - $100.00
Dec. 7 - #462 – Marilyn Nist - $200.00
Dec. 8 - #561 – Russ Pixley - $200.00
Dec. 9 - #433 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 10 -#176 – Jane Beistel - $100.00
Dec. 11 - #531 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 12 - #015 – Karen Finnegan - $100.00
Dec. 13 - #455 – Laurie Balchus - $100.00
Dec. 14 - #507 – Ryan Tomcik – $200.00
Dec. 15 - #344 – Dan Isenberg - $200.00

TIS THE SEASON TO REJOICE
The 12 Days of Christmas: As the familiar 18th century 
English Christmas carol reminds us, the Christmas 
Season, also known as Christmastide, extends far 
longer than just the day of Christmas.  In the Church 
year, Christmas day is the first of the 12 days of Christ-
mas. The last night, twelfth night, is January 5, the eve 
of the feast of Epiphany, celebrated on January 6.  The 
final Sunday of the Christmas Season celebrates the 
Baptism of Jesus. Clearly, Christmas is meant to be not 
just a celebration of the baby Jesus on Jesus’ birthday 

but a summary of our lives in relation to God’s intimate, 
incarnate presence with us today.

In the early Eastern Church, the Epiphany was the 
primary celebration of both Jesus’ birth and his mani-
festation to the world. It was associated with the 
winter solstice when the sun’s light began to be 
renewed for another year. In the Roman West in the 
3rd century, the celebration of Jesus’ birth was shifted 
to December 25 to compete with the pagan festival of 
the “unconquered sun” (natalis solis invicti) and the 
time until Epiphany became the Christmas Season.

From the 4th century on, Christmas, with its focus on 
Christ’s incarnation as a truly human person like 
ourselves, grew in popularity until today it often 
surpasses Easter in the popular imagination. During 
this blessed season, then, we are constantly reminded 
of God’s love and desire to be with us and for us to 
share in the divine life. (2019 by All Saints Press)

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Anna Gasper, Mary Jane Roth, 
 David Sammel, Sue Solt-Lonsinger, Anita Stotlemyer
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm – Pat Adamski, Don Martin, 
 Annette Marlinga, Jane Beistel, Nancy Salinski, 
 Barb Hendrick
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Beth Ayres, Kathy Evans, 
 Chris Falki, Dian Perkins, Carl Wiedenhofer
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Joe Allen, Bill & Ursula Eberle
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am – Tom Knight, Mary Ann Gibbons, 
 Dona Waldron, Donna Scholz, Debby Sullen, 
 Donna Zolkiewicz
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – John Hillenbrand, Paula Kelly, 
 Tom & Dorothy Koger, Pauline Bodnar Welsh

January 4 at 4:00pm – Art Bannon, Anna Gasper,  Anita Stotlemyer, 
 Caren Surlow, Sam Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Pat Adamski, Katie Phillips, 
 Annette Marlinga, Ellen Fogle, Barb Hendrick, 
 Carroll Gorman, Nancy Salinski
January 5 at 7:00am – Carol Anderson, Chris Falki, 
 Heidi Rodgers, Carl Wiedenhofer, Don Wolbert
January 5 at 9:00am – Joe Allen, Maribeth Cringle, 
 Mary Gerlowski
January 5 at 9:30am – Tom Knight, Dona Waldron, Frank Bey, 
 Mary Ann Gibbons, Debby Sullen, Elaine Francis, 
 Donna Zolkiewicz
January 5 at 11:00am –  Sharon Gaitens, Tom & Dorothy Koger, 
 Eleanor Vistein, Kathy Kanavy

OFFERTORY MAILING REMINDER
Do you mail your o�ertory envelope to the Parish O�ce? 
If so, please remember to place your check inside the 
envelope and write the amount on the front. This is a 
great help to our money counting teams. Thank you!

CALENDAR PARTY
Many of you have been asking about the date of the 2020 
Calendar Party. It will be held Sunday, March 8 at Bishop 
Canevin High School. Watch the bulletin for details.

NEW PARISH WEBSITE
Have you visited our new parish website yet? Go to 
www.saintphilipchurch.org to see our beautiful web-
site that was designed by Lava New Media Company. 
They are located near Greentree and have redesigned 
both the St. Philip Parish and School websites. We 
thank them for their amazing work!

THE COMPANIONS OF CHRIST
Over the centuries as the Christmas Season was 
celebrated, the Church gradually drew together a 
series of feasts following Christmas Day that by the 
Middle Ages were often referred to as the “Compan-
ions of Christ” (Comites Christi), a kind of royal entou-
rage to accompany the newborn king. In their various 
ways, they represent di�erent forms of witness to 
Christ or some aspect of our Christian faith.

Sunday between Christmas & Epiphany: The Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph who show how our 
own families might reflect a right relationship to God 
and one another.
December 29: St. Thomas Becket, Archbishop of 
Canterbury and head of the English Church, who was 
murdered by King Henry II’s knights for opposing the 
king’s attempt to control the Church.
December 31: Pope St. Sylvester, who oversaw the 
transition of the Church from an illegal to a legal 
religion under Roman emperor, Constantine and invit-
ed the world’s bishops to the first Ecumenical Council 
at Nicea (325).
January 1: (the Octave Day of Christmas):  Mary the 
Mother of God, whose “yes: to God models our 
willingness to bring Jesus to birth in ourselves and our 
world (Lk. 1:26-38).
January 6: the Epiphany, when God in the incarnate 
child Jesus is revealed to all the world in the persons 
of the Gentile Magi (Mt. 2:1-12).
The Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of Jesus.  
This feast now ends the Christmas Season by celebrat-
ing Jesus’ commitment to God’s saving activity and 
God’s commissioning him with the power of the Holy 
Spirit to accomplish it. (2019 by All Saints Press)

SANTALAND RAILROAD HOLIDAY TRAIN DISPLAY —        
ST. PHILIP PARISH at ASCENSION WORSHIP SITE: 
Today, December 29, is the last day to see the display 
from 10:30am to 4:30pm. Free-will donations benefit 
the Crafton-Ingram and St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Food Banks.
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If you would like a Statement of your Contributions to 

St. Philip Parish for 2019, please fill out the form below 

and forward it to us along with a self-addressed 

stamped letter-size envelope and a list of your contri-

butions will be mailed to you as quickly as possible. If 

we do not receive a return envelope, we will hold the 

statement for you to pick up at the Parish O�ce. Please 

mark “IRS” on the envelope addressed to the Parish 

O�ce. We thank you for your cooperation.

2019 IRS Contribution Statement

Envelope #:_____________ Phone:_______________________________

Name:  __________________________________________________________

Email address:  _________________________________________________



    The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Holiday Season Train Display
CONNER HALL 

(Ascension Worship Site of St. Philip Parish)
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ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE - FOLLOW JESUS THE 
ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 after the last Mass until 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27 during the school day from 8:30am 
until 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school 
and see the academic excellence and Christian values 
that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the 
award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child 
for a lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.
 
GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment Deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL HELPERS
St. Philip students have had a long tradition of helping the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society in our Parish by collecting food 
items, clothing and Christmas gifts for their ministry.
This year, however, the students have taken their 
partnership with the St. Vincent de Paul Society to a new 
level by helping with the preparation and distribution of 
their donations.
The Society members began the school outreach with a 
special program in church on the life and work of             
St. Vincent de Paul and the continuation of his legacy 
through the Society. Then came an invitation to join 
more closely in the work of the Society. The first project 
was a Love Walk for The Poor to collect food and funds to 
help the hungry.
St. Philip Middle School students then joined in the month-
ly loading of trucks with food, clothing and household 
items for our Parish Mission in Tunnelton,West Virginia.
Student volunteers also assisted in loading special trucks 
with winter coats and garments for the mission. In 
November and December, our school collected toiletries 

with each grade bringing in a particular item such as 
toothpaste, brushes and combs, and soap for the home-
less. Student volunteers then loaded the donations into 
back packs to be distributed through Duquesne Univer-
sity to those in need. The children will continue to bring 
food donations to each First Friday School Mass with 
plans underway to have student volunteers help in the 
Society’s Parish Food Pantry by sorting and categorizing 
food stu�s. It is hoped that by Spring, we can form a 
Junior St. Vincent de Paul Society within the school com-
munity. The overarching goal is to acquaint the children 
with the needs of those close to home, demonstrate the 
way in which the St. Vincent de Paul Society addresses 
those needs, and provide a way students can personally 
help with this mission.

CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS
• At the Advent School Masses, Fr. Scheib and Fr. John 
have been impressing upon the children the impor-
tance of using the time of Advent for preparation for 
Christmas. They have been encouraging the students 
to use this time for extra prayer, extra thinking 
about Jesus, extra good deeds and sacrifices. Fr. John 
explained the meaning of all of the symbols of the 
Advent wreath and the special meaning of the pink 
candle and the celebration of Gaudete Sunday as a 
day of anticipated Christmas joy. At the end of Mass, 
6th grade presented a reminder about the Angelway 
virtue of “Perseverance” and encouraged everyone 

to keep trying, especially with their school work, 
and gave them suggestions of how to keep going 
when they are discouraged.

• Our Advent novena highlighted appearances of 
Angels in the New Testament as messengers of God.

• In Craft Club, Grades 3, 4 and 5 created Christmas 
wreaths using fabrics strips. They also added a 
holiday decoration to the center. To finish it o�, they 
added a bow to the top.

• Everyone visited the Santa Shop for those very 
special secret gifts.

• Our lobby Christmas tree was decorated with angels 
of every shape and size.

• Our 3rd, 4th and 5th grades attended OLSH’s Christmas 
play, “The Santa of the Opera.” The parody of Phan-
tom of the opera was really enjoyed by our middle 
graders. 

• Alumni from SPS performing in the musical were: 
Katarina Komoroski, Bernie Komoroski, Kevin 
Mikush, James Benke and Tori Pendzich.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
The following St. Philip Alumni were recognized for their 
achievements at the Bishop Canevin Honors Convoca-
tion of Academic Distinction:
First in the Class of 2021 - Matthew Mell
Exemplary Attendance - Lauren Kirsch
Perfect attendance - Francis Bochicchio, Jacob Philips, 
Matthew Mell, Nathan Kirsch
Carson Scholars - Lauren Kirsch, Janneselle Umalin
Art Fundamentals - Isabella DeMark
Intermediate Studio Art - Janneselle Umalin
Algebra II - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Business Department - Carmen Worrall, Nathan Kirsch

MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
Wednesday, January 1, 2020, is a Holy Day of Obli-
gation. It is on this day that we celebrate Mary as the 
Holy Mother of God. It is also a wonderful way to 
begin the New Year…with the Lord at Holy Mass. We 
will celebrate Mass at 4:00pm (SP), 5:30pm (A), 
7:00am (SP), 9:00am (SP), 9:30am (A) and 11:00am (SP). 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURES
In observance of the New Year Holiday, the Parish 
O�ces will be closed Tuesday, December 31 and 
Wednesday, January 1. They will reopen at 8:30am 
on January 2.

SOME NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
Would you like it if your neighbors, children, grand-
children – even you – found our parish a place you 
wanted to be? Do you think you can contribute to 
making that possible? This is a time for making New 
Year’s resolutions, so let me suggest a few that 
would make St. Philip Parish more attractive. How 
about a resolution to…

• Hold doors for other people, say hello, maybe 

even introduce yourself to someone you see all 

the time but whose name you do not know.

• Be courteous in the parking lot.

• Dress well when coming to Mass, to show it’s 

important in your life. 

• Smile more than you frown while you’re here. 

• Avoid driving people away through a consistently 

sour attitude while you’re at church.

• Join in the singing at Mass, so it sounds full-

  bodied instead of half-hearted. 

• Show appreciation for anyone who makes your 

time here easier in any way – employee, volunteer 

or fellow-parishioner.

• Show the specialness of the church interior space 

by talking quietly, bowing or genuflecting when 

you pass the tabernacle and in general remember-

ing you’re in the amazing presence of God. 

• Slide into the center of the pew if someone else 

wants to sit, rather than making the person climb 

over you. 

• Move reverently and carefully as you approach 

the Altar for Holy Communion, with just a simple 

head-bow.

• Be really quiet – completely quiet – when the time 

comes for that five minutes before the start of Mass. 

• Be on the lookout for all the good things happen-

ing here, and talking about them with family, 

friends and neighbors. 

I would like to wish you a very Healthy and Happy New 
Year filled with countless blessings and graces from our 
Lord! 

Blessings in Christ,
Fr. Gizler

   FROM THE PASTOR
“The Blessed Virgin, by becoming the Mother of God, received a kind of 
infinite dignity because God is infinite; this dignity therefore is such a 
reality that a better is not possible, just as nothing can be better than God.” 
(St. Thomas Aquinas)

Music Depatrment - Alex Fuchs
English Department - Matthew Mell
Religion Department - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch, 
Matthew Mell
Science Department - Matthew Mell
Social Studies Department - Mac Johnson, Matthew Mell
Spanish I - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Spanish III - Brandyn Brock
National Honor Society - Linda Ashby, Nathan Kirsch

CAMP INVENTION IS RETURNING TO ST. PHILIP SCHOOL! 
In partnership with the National Inventors Hall of Fame® 
(NIHF), St. Philip School is pleased to o�er the nationally 
acclaimed Camp Invention® program to children enter-
ing K through 6th grade. This exciting, weeklong summer 
adventure provides lessons that explore connections 
between science, technology, engineering and innova-
tion. Children rotate through several hands-on activities 
each day while using teamwork, creative thinking and 
problem-solving skills to invent unique solutions to 
real-world challenges. The week begins on August 3, 
2020 with Kati Rodgers serving as Director of the 
all-new 2020 program, Elevate! 

During this program, young innovators will: 
• Build a cityscape out of upcycled materials, navigate 
planes through a storm and take apart a robot they’ll 
bring home at the end of the program. 

• Learn the value of their creativity as they sketch and 
build prototypes, design logos, market their inven-
tion and protect their intellectual property. 

• Collaborate and discover solutions to protect the 
Earth’s ecosystems as they compete in zipline races, 
explore energy conservation and help wildlife 
habitats. 

• Discover the great inventors behind their favorite 
sports, play high-energy games and design the 
ultimate sports complex. 

Exciting news for this location — we are o�ering an 
optional Extended Day experience! This program will run 
from 8:00am to 5:00pm for an additional registration cost 
of $80 per week. Traditional hours are 9:00am to 3:30am. 

Register using promo code SUM25 to save $25 (expires 
3/31) or SUM15 to save $15 (expires 5/12) o� the $235 regis-
tration fee. Availability is limited. Visit invent.org/camp 
or call 800-968-4332 to secure your child’s spot today!
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Sanctuary Lamp 
This week’s Sanctuary Lamp

at St. Philip burns
In Loving Memory of 
Kathleen M. Mortell

O�ered by: Mary Kaufman

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp
at Ascension burns

In Loving Memory of Shane Phillips
O�ered by:  Grandparents

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK

We thank the following business for helping to underwrite 
the production of our weekly Parish Bulletin:

ROBERT P. BOTT, D.M.D.

Please mention that you saw their ad in the 
Sunday Bulletin and thank them for their support 

of our Parish and its ministry.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION:
Envelopes Issued:  1,384        Envelopes Used:    491
December 15 Regular Collection totaled:  $9,741.50
December 15 Mass Count:   1,185

PARISH SHARE COLLECTION
Parish Share Donations received December 15:  $5,373.00
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                Will Stickman
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Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – Keeley Bodnar, Nicholas & 
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January 4 at 4:00pm – Miles & Daphne Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Volunteer
January 5 at 7:00am – Bob Yakulis
January 5 at 9:00am – Liam, Aodhan & Declan Cringle
January 5 at 9:30am – Volunteer
January 5 at 11:00am – Jacob Kaltz, Ava Gaitens, Austin Naman 

LECTORS:
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Denny Maher, Art Bannon
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm – As Scheduled
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Patrick Kelly
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ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE - FOLLOW JESUS THE 
ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 after the last Mass until 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27 during the school day from 8:30am 
until 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school 
and see the academic excellence and Christian values 
that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the 
award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child 
for a lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.
 
GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment Deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL HELPERS
St. Philip students have had a long tradition of helping the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society in our Parish by collecting food 
items, clothing and Christmas gifts for their ministry.
This year, however, the students have taken their 
partnership with the St. Vincent de Paul Society to a new 
level by helping with the preparation and distribution of 
their donations.
The Society members began the school outreach with a 
special program in church on the life and work of             
St. Vincent de Paul and the continuation of his legacy 
through the Society. Then came an invitation to join 
more closely in the work of the Society. The first project 
was a Love Walk for The Poor to collect food and funds to 
help the hungry.
St. Philip Middle School students then joined in the month-
ly loading of trucks with food, clothing and household 
items for our Parish Mission in Tunnelton,West Virginia.
Student volunteers also assisted in loading special trucks 
with winter coats and garments for the mission. In 
November and December, our school collected toiletries 

with each grade bringing in a particular item such as 
toothpaste, brushes and combs, and soap for the home-
less. Student volunteers then loaded the donations into 
back packs to be distributed through Duquesne Univer-
sity to those in need. The children will continue to bring 
food donations to each First Friday School Mass with 
plans underway to have student volunteers help in the 
Society’s Parish Food Pantry by sorting and categorizing 
food stu�s. It is hoped that by Spring, we can form a 
Junior St. Vincent de Paul Society within the school com-
munity. The overarching goal is to acquaint the children 
with the needs of those close to home, demonstrate the 
way in which the St. Vincent de Paul Society addresses 
those needs, and provide a way students can personally 
help with this mission.

CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS
• At the Advent School Masses, Fr. Scheib and Fr. John 
have been impressing upon the children the impor-
tance of using the time of Advent for preparation for 
Christmas. They have been encouraging the students 
to use this time for extra prayer, extra thinking 
about Jesus, extra good deeds and sacrifices. Fr. John 
explained the meaning of all of the symbols of the 
Advent wreath and the special meaning of the pink 
candle and the celebration of Gaudete Sunday as a 
day of anticipated Christmas joy. At the end of Mass, 
6th grade presented a reminder about the Angelway 
virtue of “Perseverance” and encouraged everyone 

to keep trying, especially with their school work, 
and gave them suggestions of how to keep going 
when they are discouraged.

• Our Advent novena highlighted appearances of 
Angels in the New Testament as messengers of God.

• In Craft Club, Grades 3, 4 and 5 created Christmas 
wreaths using fabrics strips. They also added a 
holiday decoration to the center. To finish it o�, they 
added a bow to the top.

• Everyone visited the Santa Shop for those very 
special secret gifts.

• Our lobby Christmas tree was decorated with angels 
of every shape and size.

• Our 3rd, 4th and 5th grades attended OLSH’s Christmas 
play, “The Santa of the Opera.” The parody of Phan-
tom of the opera was really enjoyed by our middle 
graders. 

• Alumni from SPS performing in the musical were: 
Katarina Komoroski, Bernie Komoroski, Kevin 
Mikush, James Benke and Tori Pendzich.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
The following St. Philip Alumni were recognized for their 
achievements at the Bishop Canevin Honors Convoca-
tion of Academic Distinction:
First in the Class of 2021 - Matthew Mell
Exemplary Attendance - Lauren Kirsch
Perfect attendance - Francis Bochicchio, Jacob Philips, 
Matthew Mell, Nathan Kirsch
Carson Scholars - Lauren Kirsch, Janneselle Umalin
Art Fundamentals - Isabella DeMark
Intermediate Studio Art - Janneselle Umalin
Algebra II - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Business Department - Carmen Worrall, Nathan Kirsch

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY
Domesticating the gospel happens far too frequently. 
It’s di�cult to read or hear these stories fresh or in a 
new way when we are so familiar with them. But with 
today’s gospel we are reminded of the reality that 
Joseph, Mary, and the child Jesus were political 
refugees. They feared for their lives, as Herod had 
massacred the innocents. The Holy Family found 
safety and refuge in a foreign country. Though Jesus 
was Emmanuel, danger was present and must have 
seemed a specter shadowing the Holy Family. We 
know that Jesus will ultimately lose his life at the hands 
of the state. Is it any wonder that the gospel message 
was so popular with the outcast and marginalized? As 
we live the paschal mystery, we are called to let go of 
the domestication of the gospel and allow it to speak to 
the realities we face. Let us, as disciples, identify with 
the outcast, marginalized, and a�icted, for that is how 
the Holy Family lived. In doing so, we will su�er and 
die in this struggle only to be raised to new life. (Living 
Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

DECEMBER RAFFLE
Congratulations to the first winners!

Dec. 1 - #754 – Linda Barone - $500.00
Dec. 2 - #151 – Anthony Campana - $100.00
Dec. 3 - #685 – Ben Damits, Jr. - $100.00
Dec. 4 - #789 – Rosemarie Stanley - $100.00
Dec. 5 - #285 – Fran Jenkins - $100.00
Dec. 6 - #660 – Noreen Monahan - $100.00
Dec. 7 - #462 – Marilyn Nist - $200.00
Dec. 8 - #561 – Russ Pixley - $200.00
Dec. 9 - #433 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 10 -#176 – Jane Beistel - $100.00
Dec. 11 - #531 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 12 - #015 – Karen Finnegan - $100.00
Dec. 13 - #455 – Laurie Balchus - $100.00
Dec. 14 - #507 – Ryan Tomcik – $200.00
Dec. 15 - #344 – Dan Isenberg - $200.00

TIS THE SEASON TO REJOICE
The 12 Days of Christmas: As the familiar 18th century 
English Christmas carol reminds us, the Christmas 
Season, also known as Christmastide, extends far 
longer than just the day of Christmas.  In the Church 
year, Christmas day is the first of the 12 days of Christ-
mas. The last night, twelfth night, is January 5, the eve 
of the feast of Epiphany, celebrated on January 6.  The 
final Sunday of the Christmas Season celebrates the 
Baptism of Jesus. Clearly, Christmas is meant to be not 
just a celebration of the baby Jesus on Jesus’ birthday 

but a summary of our lives in relation to God’s intimate, 
incarnate presence with us today.

In the early Eastern Church, the Epiphany was the 
primary celebration of both Jesus’ birth and his mani-
festation to the world. It was associated with the 
winter solstice when the sun’s light began to be 
renewed for another year. In the Roman West in the 
3rd century, the celebration of Jesus’ birth was shifted 
to December 25 to compete with the pagan festival of 
the “unconquered sun” (natalis solis invicti) and the 
time until Epiphany became the Christmas Season.

From the 4th century on, Christmas, with its focus on 
Christ’s incarnation as a truly human person like 
ourselves, grew in popularity until today it often 
surpasses Easter in the popular imagination. During 
this blessed season, then, we are constantly reminded 
of God’s love and desire to be with us and for us to 
share in the divine life. (2019 by All Saints Press)

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Anna Gasper, Mary Jane Roth, 
 David Sammel, Sue Solt-Lonsinger, Anita Stotlemyer
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm – Pat Adamski, Don Martin, 
 Annette Marlinga, Jane Beistel, Nancy Salinski, 
 Barb Hendrick
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Beth Ayres, Kathy Evans, 
 Chris Falki, Dian Perkins, Carl Wiedenhofer
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Joe Allen, Bill & Ursula Eberle
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am – Tom Knight, Mary Ann Gibbons, 
 Dona Waldron, Donna Scholz, Debby Sullen, 
 Donna Zolkiewicz
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – John Hillenbrand, Paula Kelly, 
 Tom & Dorothy Koger, Pauline Bodnar Welsh

January 4 at 4:00pm – Art Bannon, Anna Gasper,  Anita Stotlemyer, 
 Caren Surlow, Sam Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Pat Adamski, Katie Phillips, 
 Annette Marlinga, Ellen Fogle, Barb Hendrick, 
 Carroll Gorman, Nancy Salinski
January 5 at 7:00am – Carol Anderson, Chris Falki, 
 Heidi Rodgers, Carl Wiedenhofer, Don Wolbert
January 5 at 9:00am – Joe Allen, Maribeth Cringle, 
 Mary Gerlowski
January 5 at 9:30am – Tom Knight, Dona Waldron, Frank Bey, 
 Mary Ann Gibbons, Debby Sullen, Elaine Francis, 
 Donna Zolkiewicz
January 5 at 11:00am –  Sharon Gaitens, Tom & Dorothy Koger, 
 Eleanor Vistein, Kathy Kanavy

OFFERTORY MAILING REMINDER
Do you mail your o�ertory envelope to the Parish O�ce? 
If so, please remember to place your check inside the 
envelope and write the amount on the front. This is a 
great help to our money counting teams. Thank you!

CALENDAR PARTY
Many of you have been asking about the date of the 2020 
Calendar Party. It will be held Sunday, March 8 at Bishop 
Canevin High School. Watch the bulletin for details.

NEW PARISH WEBSITE
Have you visited our new parish website yet? Go to 
www.saintphilipchurch.org to see our beautiful web-
site that was designed by Lava New Media Company. 
They are located near Greentree and have redesigned 
both the St. Philip Parish and School websites. We 
thank them for their amazing work!

THE COMPANIONS OF CHRIST
Over the centuries as the Christmas Season was 
celebrated, the Church gradually drew together a 
series of feasts following Christmas Day that by the 
Middle Ages were often referred to as the “Compan-
ions of Christ” (Comites Christi), a kind of royal entou-
rage to accompany the newborn king. In their various 
ways, they represent di�erent forms of witness to 
Christ or some aspect of our Christian faith.

Sunday between Christmas & Epiphany: The Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph who show how our 
own families might reflect a right relationship to God 
and one another.
December 29: St. Thomas Becket, Archbishop of 
Canterbury and head of the English Church, who was 
murdered by King Henry II’s knights for opposing the 
king’s attempt to control the Church.
December 31: Pope St. Sylvester, who oversaw the 
transition of the Church from an illegal to a legal 
religion under Roman emperor, Constantine and invit-
ed the world’s bishops to the first Ecumenical Council 
at Nicea (325).
January 1: (the Octave Day of Christmas):  Mary the 
Mother of God, whose “yes: to God models our 
willingness to bring Jesus to birth in ourselves and our 
world (Lk. 1:26-38).
January 6: the Epiphany, when God in the incarnate 
child Jesus is revealed to all the world in the persons 
of the Gentile Magi (Mt. 2:1-12).
The Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of Jesus.  
This feast now ends the Christmas Season by celebrat-
ing Jesus’ commitment to God’s saving activity and 
God’s commissioning him with the power of the Holy 
Spirit to accomplish it. (2019 by All Saints Press)

SANTALAND RAILROAD HOLIDAY TRAIN DISPLAY —        
ST. PHILIP PARISH at ASCENSION WORSHIP SITE: 
Today, December 29, is the last day to see the display 
from 10:30am to 4:30pm. Free-will donations benefit 
the Crafton-Ingram and St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Food Banks.

Music Depatrment - Alex Fuchs
English Department - Matthew Mell
Religion Department - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch, 
Matthew Mell
Science Department - Matthew Mell
Social Studies Department - Mac Johnson, Matthew Mell
Spanish I - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Spanish III - Brandyn Brock
National Honor Society - Linda Ashby, Nathan Kirsch

CAMP INVENTION IS RETURNING TO ST. PHILIP SCHOOL! 
In partnership with the National Inventors Hall of Fame® 
(NIHF), St. Philip School is pleased to o�er the nationally 
acclaimed Camp Invention® program to children enter-
ing K through 6th grade. This exciting, weeklong summer 
adventure provides lessons that explore connections 
between science, technology, engineering and innova-
tion. Children rotate through several hands-on activities 
each day while using teamwork, creative thinking and 
problem-solving skills to invent unique solutions to 
real-world challenges. The week begins on August 3, 
2020 with Kati Rodgers serving as Director of the 
all-new 2020 program, Elevate! 

During this program, young innovators will: 
• Build a cityscape out of upcycled materials, navigate 
planes through a storm and take apart a robot they’ll 
bring home at the end of the program. 

• Learn the value of their creativity as they sketch and 
build prototypes, design logos, market their inven-
tion and protect their intellectual property. 

• Collaborate and discover solutions to protect the 
Earth’s ecosystems as they compete in zipline races, 
explore energy conservation and help wildlife 
habitats. 

• Discover the great inventors behind their favorite 
sports, play high-energy games and design the 
ultimate sports complex. 

Exciting news for this location — we are o�ering an 
optional Extended Day experience! This program will run 
from 8:00am to 5:00pm for an additional registration cost 
of $80 per week. Traditional hours are 9:00am to 3:30am. 

Register using promo code SUM25 to save $25 (expires 
3/31) or SUM15 to save $15 (expires 5/12) o� the $235 regis-
tration fee. Availability is limited. Visit invent.org/camp 
or call 800-968-4332 to secure your child’s spot today!

2019 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

If you would like a Statement of your Contributions to 

St. Philip Parish for 2019, please fill out the form below 

and forward it to us along with a self-addressed 

stamped letter-size envelope and a list of your contri-

butions will be mailed to you as quickly as possible. If 

we do not receive a return envelope, we will hold the 

statement for you to pick up at the Parish O�ce. Please 

mark “IRS” on the envelope addressed to the Parish 

O�ce. We thank you for your cooperation.

2019 IRS Contribution Statement

Envelope #:_____________ Phone:_______________________________

Name:  __________________________________________________________

Email address:  _________________________________________________
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OFFERTORY COLLECTION:
Envelopes Issued:  1,384        Envelopes Used:    491
December 15 Regular Collection totaled:  $9,741.50
December 15 Mass Count:   1,185

PARISH SHARE COLLECTION
Parish Share Donations received December 15:  $5,373.00

ALTAR SERVERS: 
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Aidan O’Donnell
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm - Volunteer
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Bob Yakulis
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Joey Hurley, Keeley Sniadach, 
                Will Stickman
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am - Volunteer
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – Keeley Bodnar, Nicholas & 
                 Daniel Hillenbrand

January 4 at 4:00pm – Miles & Daphne Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Volunteer
January 5 at 7:00am – Bob Yakulis
January 5 at 9:00am – Liam, Aodhan & Declan Cringle
January 5 at 9:30am – Volunteer
January 5 at 11:00am – Jacob Kaltz, Ava Gaitens, Austin Naman 

LECTORS:
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Denny Maher, Art Bannon
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm – As Scheduled
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Patrick Kelly
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Bill Stickman, Jessica Rea 
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am – As Scheduled
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – Ronette Hillenbrand, Dan Welsh

January 4 at 4:00pm – Matthew Gallis, Bella Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Richard Julian, Susan Petrak
January 5 at 7:00am – Beth Ayres
January 5 at 9:00am – Jessica Rea, B. J. Gamble
January 5 at 9:30am – Colleen Pilarski, Fran Sullen
January 5 at 11:00am – Merrie Kaltz, Lenore Pope

ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE - FOLLOW JESUS THE 
ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 after the last Mass until 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27 during the school day from 8:30am 
until 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school 
and see the academic excellence and Christian values 
that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the 
award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child 
for a lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.
 
GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment Deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL HELPERS
St. Philip students have had a long tradition of helping the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society in our Parish by collecting food 
items, clothing and Christmas gifts for their ministry.
This year, however, the students have taken their 
partnership with the St. Vincent de Paul Society to a new 
level by helping with the preparation and distribution of 
their donations.
The Society members began the school outreach with a 
special program in church on the life and work of             
St. Vincent de Paul and the continuation of his legacy 
through the Society. Then came an invitation to join 
more closely in the work of the Society. The first project 
was a Love Walk for The Poor to collect food and funds to 
help the hungry.
St. Philip Middle School students then joined in the month-
ly loading of trucks with food, clothing and household 
items for our Parish Mission in Tunnelton,West Virginia.
Student volunteers also assisted in loading special trucks 
with winter coats and garments for the mission. In 
November and December, our school collected toiletries 

with each grade bringing in a particular item such as 
toothpaste, brushes and combs, and soap for the home-
less. Student volunteers then loaded the donations into 
back packs to be distributed through Duquesne Univer-
sity to those in need. The children will continue to bring 
food donations to each First Friday School Mass with 
plans underway to have student volunteers help in the 
Society’s Parish Food Pantry by sorting and categorizing 
food stu�s. It is hoped that by Spring, we can form a 
Junior St. Vincent de Paul Society within the school com-
munity. The overarching goal is to acquaint the children 
with the needs of those close to home, demonstrate the 
way in which the St. Vincent de Paul Society addresses 
those needs, and provide a way students can personally 
help with this mission.

CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS
• At the Advent School Masses, Fr. Scheib and Fr. John 
have been impressing upon the children the impor-
tance of using the time of Advent for preparation for 
Christmas. They have been encouraging the students 
to use this time for extra prayer, extra thinking 
about Jesus, extra good deeds and sacrifices. Fr. John 
explained the meaning of all of the symbols of the 
Advent wreath and the special meaning of the pink 
candle and the celebration of Gaudete Sunday as a 
day of anticipated Christmas joy. At the end of Mass, 
6th grade presented a reminder about the Angelway 
virtue of “Perseverance” and encouraged everyone 

to keep trying, especially with their school work, 
and gave them suggestions of how to keep going 
when they are discouraged.

• Our Advent novena highlighted appearances of 
Angels in the New Testament as messengers of God.

• In Craft Club, Grades 3, 4 and 5 created Christmas 
wreaths using fabrics strips. They also added a 
holiday decoration to the center. To finish it o�, they 
added a bow to the top.

• Everyone visited the Santa Shop for those very 
special secret gifts.

• Our lobby Christmas tree was decorated with angels 
of every shape and size.

• Our 3rd, 4th and 5th grades attended OLSH’s Christmas 
play, “The Santa of the Opera.” The parody of Phan-
tom of the opera was really enjoyed by our middle 
graders. 

• Alumni from SPS performing in the musical were: 
Katarina Komoroski, Bernie Komoroski, Kevin 
Mikush, James Benke and Tori Pendzich.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
The following St. Philip Alumni were recognized for their 
achievements at the Bishop Canevin Honors Convoca-
tion of Academic Distinction:
First in the Class of 2021 - Matthew Mell
Exemplary Attendance - Lauren Kirsch
Perfect attendance - Francis Bochicchio, Jacob Philips, 
Matthew Mell, Nathan Kirsch
Carson Scholars - Lauren Kirsch, Janneselle Umalin
Art Fundamentals - Isabella DeMark
Intermediate Studio Art - Janneselle Umalin
Algebra II - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Business Department - Carmen Worrall, Nathan Kirsch

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY
Domesticating the gospel happens far too frequently. 
It’s di�cult to read or hear these stories fresh or in a 
new way when we are so familiar with them. But with 
today’s gospel we are reminded of the reality that 
Joseph, Mary, and the child Jesus were political 
refugees. They feared for their lives, as Herod had 
massacred the innocents. The Holy Family found 
safety and refuge in a foreign country. Though Jesus 
was Emmanuel, danger was present and must have 
seemed a specter shadowing the Holy Family. We 
know that Jesus will ultimately lose his life at the hands 
of the state. Is it any wonder that the gospel message 
was so popular with the outcast and marginalized? As 
we live the paschal mystery, we are called to let go of 
the domestication of the gospel and allow it to speak to 
the realities we face. Let us, as disciples, identify with 
the outcast, marginalized, and a�icted, for that is how 
the Holy Family lived. In doing so, we will su�er and 
die in this struggle only to be raised to new life. (Living 
Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

DECEMBER RAFFLE
Congratulations to the first winners!

Dec. 1 - #754 – Linda Barone - $500.00
Dec. 2 - #151 – Anthony Campana - $100.00
Dec. 3 - #685 – Ben Damits, Jr. - $100.00
Dec. 4 - #789 – Rosemarie Stanley - $100.00
Dec. 5 - #285 – Fran Jenkins - $100.00
Dec. 6 - #660 – Noreen Monahan - $100.00
Dec. 7 - #462 – Marilyn Nist - $200.00
Dec. 8 - #561 – Russ Pixley - $200.00
Dec. 9 - #433 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 10 -#176 – Jane Beistel - $100.00
Dec. 11 - #531 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 12 - #015 – Karen Finnegan - $100.00
Dec. 13 - #455 – Laurie Balchus - $100.00
Dec. 14 - #507 – Ryan Tomcik – $200.00
Dec. 15 - #344 – Dan Isenberg - $200.00

TIS THE SEASON TO REJOICE
The 12 Days of Christmas: As the familiar 18th century 
English Christmas carol reminds us, the Christmas 
Season, also known as Christmastide, extends far 
longer than just the day of Christmas.  In the Church 
year, Christmas day is the first of the 12 days of Christ-
mas. The last night, twelfth night, is January 5, the eve 
of the feast of Epiphany, celebrated on January 6.  The 
final Sunday of the Christmas Season celebrates the 
Baptism of Jesus. Clearly, Christmas is meant to be not 
just a celebration of the baby Jesus on Jesus’ birthday 

but a summary of our lives in relation to God’s intimate, 
incarnate presence with us today.

In the early Eastern Church, the Epiphany was the 
primary celebration of both Jesus’ birth and his mani-
festation to the world. It was associated with the 
winter solstice when the sun’s light began to be 
renewed for another year. In the Roman West in the 
3rd century, the celebration of Jesus’ birth was shifted 
to December 25 to compete with the pagan festival of 
the “unconquered sun” (natalis solis invicti) and the 
time until Epiphany became the Christmas Season.

From the 4th century on, Christmas, with its focus on 
Christ’s incarnation as a truly human person like 
ourselves, grew in popularity until today it often 
surpasses Easter in the popular imagination. During 
this blessed season, then, we are constantly reminded 
of God’s love and desire to be with us and for us to 
share in the divine life. (2019 by All Saints Press)

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Anna Gasper, Mary Jane Roth, 
 David Sammel, Sue Solt-Lonsinger, Anita Stotlemyer
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm – Pat Adamski, Don Martin, 
 Annette Marlinga, Jane Beistel, Nancy Salinski, 
 Barb Hendrick
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Beth Ayres, Kathy Evans, 
 Chris Falki, Dian Perkins, Carl Wiedenhofer
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Joe Allen, Bill & Ursula Eberle
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am – Tom Knight, Mary Ann Gibbons, 
 Dona Waldron, Donna Scholz, Debby Sullen, 
 Donna Zolkiewicz
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – John Hillenbrand, Paula Kelly, 
 Tom & Dorothy Koger, Pauline Bodnar Welsh

January 4 at 4:00pm – Art Bannon, Anna Gasper,  Anita Stotlemyer, 
 Caren Surlow, Sam Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Pat Adamski, Katie Phillips, 
 Annette Marlinga, Ellen Fogle, Barb Hendrick, 
 Carroll Gorman, Nancy Salinski
January 5 at 7:00am – Carol Anderson, Chris Falki, 
 Heidi Rodgers, Carl Wiedenhofer, Don Wolbert
January 5 at 9:00am – Joe Allen, Maribeth Cringle, 
 Mary Gerlowski
January 5 at 9:30am – Tom Knight, Dona Waldron, Frank Bey, 
 Mary Ann Gibbons, Debby Sullen, Elaine Francis, 
 Donna Zolkiewicz
January 5 at 11:00am –  Sharon Gaitens, Tom & Dorothy Koger, 
 Eleanor Vistein, Kathy Kanavy

OFFERTORY MAILING REMINDER
Do you mail your o�ertory envelope to the Parish O�ce? 
If so, please remember to place your check inside the 
envelope and write the amount on the front. This is a 
great help to our money counting teams. Thank you!

CALENDAR PARTY
Many of you have been asking about the date of the 2020 
Calendar Party. It will be held Sunday, March 8 at Bishop 
Canevin High School. Watch the bulletin for details.

NEW PARISH WEBSITE
Have you visited our new parish website yet? Go to 
www.saintphilipchurch.org to see our beautiful web-
site that was designed by Lava New Media Company. 
They are located near Greentree and have redesigned 
both the St. Philip Parish and School websites. We 
thank them for their amazing work!

THE COMPANIONS OF CHRIST
Over the centuries as the Christmas Season was 
celebrated, the Church gradually drew together a 
series of feasts following Christmas Day that by the 
Middle Ages were often referred to as the “Compan-
ions of Christ” (Comites Christi), a kind of royal entou-
rage to accompany the newborn king. In their various 
ways, they represent di�erent forms of witness to 
Christ or some aspect of our Christian faith.

Sunday between Christmas & Epiphany: The Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph who show how our 
own families might reflect a right relationship to God 
and one another.
December 29: St. Thomas Becket, Archbishop of 
Canterbury and head of the English Church, who was 
murdered by King Henry II’s knights for opposing the 
king’s attempt to control the Church.
December 31: Pope St. Sylvester, who oversaw the 
transition of the Church from an illegal to a legal 
religion under Roman emperor, Constantine and invit-
ed the world’s bishops to the first Ecumenical Council 
at Nicea (325).
January 1: (the Octave Day of Christmas):  Mary the 
Mother of God, whose “yes: to God models our 
willingness to bring Jesus to birth in ourselves and our 
world (Lk. 1:26-38).
January 6: the Epiphany, when God in the incarnate 
child Jesus is revealed to all the world in the persons 
of the Gentile Magi (Mt. 2:1-12).
The Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of Jesus.  
This feast now ends the Christmas Season by celebrat-
ing Jesus’ commitment to God’s saving activity and 
God’s commissioning him with the power of the Holy 
Spirit to accomplish it. (2019 by All Saints Press)

SANTALAND RAILROAD HOLIDAY TRAIN DISPLAY —        
ST. PHILIP PARISH at ASCENSION WORSHIP SITE: 
Today, December 29, is the last day to see the display 
from 10:30am to 4:30pm. Free-will donations benefit 
the Crafton-Ingram and St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Food Banks.

Music Depatrment - Alex Fuchs
English Department - Matthew Mell
Religion Department - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch, 
Matthew Mell
Science Department - Matthew Mell
Social Studies Department - Mac Johnson, Matthew Mell
Spanish I - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Spanish III - Brandyn Brock
National Honor Society - Linda Ashby, Nathan Kirsch

CAMP INVENTION IS RETURNING TO ST. PHILIP SCHOOL! 
In partnership with the National Inventors Hall of Fame® 
(NIHF), St. Philip School is pleased to o�er the nationally 
acclaimed Camp Invention® program to children enter-
ing K through 6th grade. This exciting, weeklong summer 
adventure provides lessons that explore connections 
between science, technology, engineering and innova-
tion. Children rotate through several hands-on activities 
each day while using teamwork, creative thinking and 
problem-solving skills to invent unique solutions to 
real-world challenges. The week begins on August 3, 
2020 with Kati Rodgers serving as Director of the 
all-new 2020 program, Elevate! 

During this program, young innovators will: 
• Build a cityscape out of upcycled materials, navigate 
planes through a storm and take apart a robot they’ll 
bring home at the end of the program. 

• Learn the value of their creativity as they sketch and 
build prototypes, design logos, market their inven-
tion and protect their intellectual property. 

• Collaborate and discover solutions to protect the 
Earth’s ecosystems as they compete in zipline races, 
explore energy conservation and help wildlife 
habitats. 

• Discover the great inventors behind their favorite 
sports, play high-energy games and design the 
ultimate sports complex. 

Exciting news for this location — we are o�ering an 
optional Extended Day experience! This program will run 
from 8:00am to 5:00pm for an additional registration cost 
of $80 per week. Traditional hours are 9:00am to 3:30am. 

Register using promo code SUM25 to save $25 (expires 
3/31) or SUM15 to save $15 (expires 5/12) o� the $235 regis-
tration fee. Availability is limited. Visit invent.org/camp 
or call 800-968-4332 to secure your child’s spot today!

2019 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

If you would like a Statement of your Contributions to 

St. Philip Parish for 2019, please fill out the form below 

and forward it to us along with a self-addressed 

stamped letter-size envelope and a list of your contri-

butions will be mailed to you as quickly as possible. If 

we do not receive a return envelope, we will hold the 

statement for you to pick up at the Parish O�ce. Please 

mark “IRS” on the envelope addressed to the Parish 

O�ce. We thank you for your cooperation.

2019 IRS Contribution Statement

Envelope #:_____________ Phone:_______________________________

Name:  __________________________________________________________

Email address:  _________________________________________________
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St. Philip Catholic Parish         Week of December 29, 2019

St. Philip School News

OFFERTORY COLLECTION:
Envelopes Issued:  1,384        Envelopes Used:    491
December 15 Regular Collection totaled:  $9,741.50
December 15 Mass Count:   1,185

PARISH SHARE COLLECTION
Parish Share Donations received December 15:  $5,373.00

ALTAR SERVERS: 
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Aidan O’Donnell
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm - Volunteer
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Bob Yakulis
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Joey Hurley, Keeley Sniadach, 
                Will Stickman
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am - Volunteer
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – Keeley Bodnar, Nicholas & 
                 Daniel Hillenbrand

January 4 at 4:00pm – Miles & Daphne Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Volunteer
January 5 at 7:00am – Bob Yakulis
January 5 at 9:00am – Liam, Aodhan & Declan Cringle
January 5 at 9:30am – Volunteer
January 5 at 11:00am – Jacob Kaltz, Ava Gaitens, Austin Naman 

LECTORS:
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Denny Maher, Art Bannon
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm – As Scheduled
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Patrick Kelly
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Bill Stickman, Jessica Rea 
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am – As Scheduled
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – Ronette Hillenbrand, Dan Welsh

January 4 at 4:00pm – Matthew Gallis, Bella Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Richard Julian, Susan Petrak
January 5 at 7:00am – Beth Ayres
January 5 at 9:00am – Jessica Rea, B. J. Gamble
January 5 at 9:30am – Colleen Pilarski, Fran Sullen
January 5 at 11:00am – Merrie Kaltz, Lenore Pope

ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE - FOLLOW JESUS THE 
ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 after the last Mass until 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27 during the school day from 8:30am 
until 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school 
and see the academic excellence and Christian values 
that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the 
award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child 
for a lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.
 
GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment Deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL HELPERS
St. Philip students have had a long tradition of helping the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society in our Parish by collecting food 
items, clothing and Christmas gifts for their ministry.
This year, however, the students have taken their 
partnership with the St. Vincent de Paul Society to a new 
level by helping with the preparation and distribution of 
their donations.
The Society members began the school outreach with a 
special program in church on the life and work of             
St. Vincent de Paul and the continuation of his legacy 
through the Society. Then came an invitation to join 
more closely in the work of the Society. The first project 
was a Love Walk for The Poor to collect food and funds to 
help the hungry.
St. Philip Middle School students then joined in the month-
ly loading of trucks with food, clothing and household 
items for our Parish Mission in Tunnelton,West Virginia.
Student volunteers also assisted in loading special trucks 
with winter coats and garments for the mission. In 
November and December, our school collected toiletries 

with each grade bringing in a particular item such as 
toothpaste, brushes and combs, and soap for the home-
less. Student volunteers then loaded the donations into 
back packs to be distributed through Duquesne Univer-
sity to those in need. The children will continue to bring 
food donations to each First Friday School Mass with 
plans underway to have student volunteers help in the 
Society’s Parish Food Pantry by sorting and categorizing 
food stu�s. It is hoped that by Spring, we can form a 
Junior St. Vincent de Paul Society within the school com-
munity. The overarching goal is to acquaint the children 
with the needs of those close to home, demonstrate the 
way in which the St. Vincent de Paul Society addresses 
those needs, and provide a way students can personally 
help with this mission.

CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS
• At the Advent School Masses, Fr. Scheib and Fr. John 
have been impressing upon the children the impor-
tance of using the time of Advent for preparation for 
Christmas. They have been encouraging the students 
to use this time for extra prayer, extra thinking 
about Jesus, extra good deeds and sacrifices. Fr. John 
explained the meaning of all of the symbols of the 
Advent wreath and the special meaning of the pink 
candle and the celebration of Gaudete Sunday as a 
day of anticipated Christmas joy. At the end of Mass, 
6th grade presented a reminder about the Angelway 
virtue of “Perseverance” and encouraged everyone 

to keep trying, especially with their school work, 
and gave them suggestions of how to keep going 
when they are discouraged.

• Our Advent novena highlighted appearances of 
Angels in the New Testament as messengers of God.

• In Craft Club, Grades 3, 4 and 5 created Christmas 
wreaths using fabrics strips. They also added a 
holiday decoration to the center. To finish it o�, they 
added a bow to the top.

• Everyone visited the Santa Shop for those very 
special secret gifts.

• Our lobby Christmas tree was decorated with angels 
of every shape and size.

• Our 3rd, 4th and 5th grades attended OLSH’s Christmas 
play, “The Santa of the Opera.” The parody of Phan-
tom of the opera was really enjoyed by our middle 
graders. 

• Alumni from SPS performing in the musical were: 
Katarina Komoroski, Bernie Komoroski, Kevin 
Mikush, James Benke and Tori Pendzich.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
The following St. Philip Alumni were recognized for their 
achievements at the Bishop Canevin Honors Convoca-
tion of Academic Distinction:
First in the Class of 2021 - Matthew Mell
Exemplary Attendance - Lauren Kirsch
Perfect attendance - Francis Bochicchio, Jacob Philips, 
Matthew Mell, Nathan Kirsch
Carson Scholars - Lauren Kirsch, Janneselle Umalin
Art Fundamentals - Isabella DeMark
Intermediate Studio Art - Janneselle Umalin
Algebra II - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Business Department - Carmen Worrall, Nathan Kirsch

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY
Domesticating the gospel happens far too frequently. 
It’s di�cult to read or hear these stories fresh or in a 
new way when we are so familiar with them. But with 
today’s gospel we are reminded of the reality that 
Joseph, Mary, and the child Jesus were political 
refugees. They feared for their lives, as Herod had 
massacred the innocents. The Holy Family found 
safety and refuge in a foreign country. Though Jesus 
was Emmanuel, danger was present and must have 
seemed a specter shadowing the Holy Family. We 
know that Jesus will ultimately lose his life at the hands 
of the state. Is it any wonder that the gospel message 
was so popular with the outcast and marginalized? As 
we live the paschal mystery, we are called to let go of 
the domestication of the gospel and allow it to speak to 
the realities we face. Let us, as disciples, identify with 
the outcast, marginalized, and a�icted, for that is how 
the Holy Family lived. In doing so, we will su�er and 
die in this struggle only to be raised to new life. (Living 
Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

DECEMBER RAFFLE
Congratulations to the first winners!

Dec. 1 - #754 – Linda Barone - $500.00
Dec. 2 - #151 – Anthony Campana - $100.00
Dec. 3 - #685 – Ben Damits, Jr. - $100.00
Dec. 4 - #789 – Rosemarie Stanley - $100.00
Dec. 5 - #285 – Fran Jenkins - $100.00
Dec. 6 - #660 – Noreen Monahan - $100.00
Dec. 7 - #462 – Marilyn Nist - $200.00
Dec. 8 - #561 – Russ Pixley - $200.00
Dec. 9 - #433 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 10 -#176 – Jane Beistel - $100.00
Dec. 11 - #531 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 12 - #015 – Karen Finnegan - $100.00
Dec. 13 - #455 – Laurie Balchus - $100.00
Dec. 14 - #507 – Ryan Tomcik – $200.00
Dec. 15 - #344 – Dan Isenberg - $200.00

TIS THE SEASON TO REJOICE
The 12 Days of Christmas: As the familiar 18th century 
English Christmas carol reminds us, the Christmas 
Season, also known as Christmastide, extends far 
longer than just the day of Christmas.  In the Church 
year, Christmas day is the first of the 12 days of Christ-
mas. The last night, twelfth night, is January 5, the eve 
of the feast of Epiphany, celebrated on January 6.  The 
final Sunday of the Christmas Season celebrates the 
Baptism of Jesus. Clearly, Christmas is meant to be not 
just a celebration of the baby Jesus on Jesus’ birthday 

but a summary of our lives in relation to God’s intimate, 
incarnate presence with us today.

In the early Eastern Church, the Epiphany was the 
primary celebration of both Jesus’ birth and his mani-
festation to the world. It was associated with the 
winter solstice when the sun’s light began to be 
renewed for another year. In the Roman West in the 
3rd century, the celebration of Jesus’ birth was shifted 
to December 25 to compete with the pagan festival of 
the “unconquered sun” (natalis solis invicti) and the 
time until Epiphany became the Christmas Season.

From the 4th century on, Christmas, with its focus on 
Christ’s incarnation as a truly human person like 
ourselves, grew in popularity until today it often 
surpasses Easter in the popular imagination. During 
this blessed season, then, we are constantly reminded 
of God’s love and desire to be with us and for us to 
share in the divine life. (2019 by All Saints Press)

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Holy Day, December 31 at 4:00pm – Anna Gasper, Mary Jane Roth, 
 David Sammel, Sue Solt-Lonsinger, Anita Stotlemyer
Holy Day, December 31 at 5:30pm – Pat Adamski, Don Martin, 
 Annette Marlinga, Jane Beistel, Nancy Salinski, 
 Barb Hendrick
Holy Day, January 1 at 7:00am – Beth Ayres, Kathy Evans, 
 Chris Falki, Dian Perkins, Carl Wiedenhofer
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:00am – Joe Allen, Bill & Ursula Eberle
Holy Day, January 1 at 9:30am – Tom Knight, Mary Ann Gibbons, 
 Dona Waldron, Donna Scholz, Debby Sullen, 
 Donna Zolkiewicz
Holy Day, January 1 at 11:00am – John Hillenbrand, Paula Kelly, 
 Tom & Dorothy Koger, Pauline Bodnar Welsh

January 4 at 4:00pm – Art Bannon, Anna Gasper,  Anita Stotlemyer, 
 Caren Surlow, Sam Tirone
January 4 at 5:30pm – Pat Adamski, Katie Phillips, 
 Annette Marlinga, Ellen Fogle, Barb Hendrick, 
 Carroll Gorman, Nancy Salinski
January 5 at 7:00am – Carol Anderson, Chris Falki, 
 Heidi Rodgers, Carl Wiedenhofer, Don Wolbert
January 5 at 9:00am – Joe Allen, Maribeth Cringle, 
 Mary Gerlowski
January 5 at 9:30am – Tom Knight, Dona Waldron, Frank Bey, 
 Mary Ann Gibbons, Debby Sullen, Elaine Francis, 
 Donna Zolkiewicz
January 5 at 11:00am –  Sharon Gaitens, Tom & Dorothy Koger, 
 Eleanor Vistein, Kathy Kanavy

OFFERTORY MAILING REMINDER
Do you mail your o�ertory envelope to the Parish O�ce? 
If so, please remember to place your check inside the 
envelope and write the amount on the front. This is a 
great help to our money counting teams. Thank you!

CALENDAR PARTY
Many of you have been asking about the date of the 2020 
Calendar Party. It will be held Sunday, March 8 at Bishop 
Canevin High School. Watch the bulletin for details.

NEW PARISH WEBSITE
Have you visited our new parish website yet? Go to 
www.saintphilipchurch.org to see our beautiful web-
site that was designed by Lava New Media Company. 
They are located near Greentree and have redesigned 
both the St. Philip Parish and School websites. We 
thank them for their amazing work!

THE COMPANIONS OF CHRIST
Over the centuries as the Christmas Season was 
celebrated, the Church gradually drew together a 
series of feasts following Christmas Day that by the 
Middle Ages were often referred to as the “Compan-
ions of Christ” (Comites Christi), a kind of royal entou-
rage to accompany the newborn king. In their various 
ways, they represent di�erent forms of witness to 
Christ or some aspect of our Christian faith.

Sunday between Christmas & Epiphany: The Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph who show how our 
own families might reflect a right relationship to God 
and one another.
December 29: St. Thomas Becket, Archbishop of 
Canterbury and head of the English Church, who was 
murdered by King Henry II’s knights for opposing the 
king’s attempt to control the Church.
December 31: Pope St. Sylvester, who oversaw the 
transition of the Church from an illegal to a legal 
religion under Roman emperor, Constantine and invit-
ed the world’s bishops to the first Ecumenical Council 
at Nicea (325).
January 1: (the Octave Day of Christmas):  Mary the 
Mother of God, whose “yes: to God models our 
willingness to bring Jesus to birth in ourselves and our 
world (Lk. 1:26-38).
January 6: the Epiphany, when God in the incarnate 
child Jesus is revealed to all the world in the persons 
of the Gentile Magi (Mt. 2:1-12).
The Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of Jesus.  
This feast now ends the Christmas Season by celebrat-
ing Jesus’ commitment to God’s saving activity and 
God’s commissioning him with the power of the Holy 
Spirit to accomplish it. (2019 by All Saints Press)

SANTALAND RAILROAD HOLIDAY TRAIN DISPLAY —        
ST. PHILIP PARISH at ASCENSION WORSHIP SITE: 
Today, December 29, is the last day to see the display 
from 10:30am to 4:30pm. Free-will donations benefit 
the Crafton-Ingram and St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Food Banks.

Music Depatrment - Alex Fuchs
English Department - Matthew Mell
Religion Department - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch, 
Matthew Mell
Science Department - Matthew Mell
Social Studies Department - Mac Johnson, Matthew Mell
Spanish I - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Spanish III - Brandyn Brock
National Honor Society - Linda Ashby, Nathan Kirsch

CAMP INVENTION IS RETURNING TO ST. PHILIP SCHOOL! 
In partnership with the National Inventors Hall of Fame® 
(NIHF), St. Philip School is pleased to o�er the nationally 
acclaimed Camp Invention® program to children enter-
ing K through 6th grade. This exciting, weeklong summer 
adventure provides lessons that explore connections 
between science, technology, engineering and innova-
tion. Children rotate through several hands-on activities 
each day while using teamwork, creative thinking and 
problem-solving skills to invent unique solutions to 
real-world challenges. The week begins on August 3, 
2020 with Kati Rodgers serving as Director of the 
all-new 2020 program, Elevate! 

During this program, young innovators will: 
• Build a cityscape out of upcycled materials, navigate 
planes through a storm and take apart a robot they’ll 
bring home at the end of the program. 

• Learn the value of their creativity as they sketch and 
build prototypes, design logos, market their inven-
tion and protect their intellectual property. 

• Collaborate and discover solutions to protect the 
Earth’s ecosystems as they compete in zipline races, 
explore energy conservation and help wildlife 
habitats. 

• Discover the great inventors behind their favorite 
sports, play high-energy games and design the 
ultimate sports complex. 

Exciting news for this location — we are o�ering an 
optional Extended Day experience! This program will run 
from 8:00am to 5:00pm for an additional registration cost 
of $80 per week. Traditional hours are 9:00am to 3:30am. 

Register using promo code SUM25 to save $25 (expires 
3/31) or SUM15 to save $15 (expires 5/12) o� the $235 regis-
tration fee. Availability is limited. Visit invent.org/camp 
or call 800-968-4332 to secure your child’s spot today!

2019 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

If you would like a Statement of your Contributions to 

St. Philip Parish for 2019, please fill out the form below 

and forward it to us along with a self-addressed 

stamped letter-size envelope and a list of your contri-

butions will be mailed to you as quickly as possible. If 

we do not receive a return envelope, we will hold the 

statement for you to pick up at the Parish O�ce. Please 

mark “IRS” on the envelope addressed to the Parish 

O�ce. We thank you for your cooperation.

2019 IRS Contribution Statement

Envelope #:_____________ Phone:_______________________________

Name:  __________________________________________________________

Email address:  _________________________________________________
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SCHEDULE
Sunday, December 15 
10:30am to 1:00pm & 
5:30pm to 8:30pm

Wednesday, December 18
5:30pm to 8:30pm

Thursday, December19
5:30pm to 8:30pm

Friday, December 20
5:30pm to 9:00pm

Saturday, December 21
11:00am to 3:00pm & 
6:30pm to 9:00pm

Monetary donations will be accepted for the Crafton- 
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ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE - FOLLOW JESUS THE 
ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 after the last Mass until 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27 during the school day from 8:30am 
until 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school 
and see the academic excellence and Christian values 
that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the 
award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child 
for a lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.
 
GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment Deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL HELPERS
St. Philip students have had a long tradition of helping the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society in our Parish by collecting food 
items, clothing and Christmas gifts for their ministry.
This year, however, the students have taken their 
partnership with the St. Vincent de Paul Society to a new 
level by helping with the preparation and distribution of 
their donations.
The Society members began the school outreach with a 
special program in church on the life and work of             
St. Vincent de Paul and the continuation of his legacy 
through the Society. Then came an invitation to join 
more closely in the work of the Society. The first project 
was a Love Walk for The Poor to collect food and funds to 
help the hungry.
St. Philip Middle School students then joined in the month-
ly loading of trucks with food, clothing and household 
items for our Parish Mission in Tunnelton,West Virginia.
Student volunteers also assisted in loading special trucks 
with winter coats and garments for the mission. In 
November and December, our school collected toiletries 

with each grade bringing in a particular item such as 
toothpaste, brushes and combs, and soap for the home-
less. Student volunteers then loaded the donations into 
back packs to be distributed through Duquesne Univer-
sity to those in need. The children will continue to bring 
food donations to each First Friday School Mass with 
plans underway to have student volunteers help in the 
Society’s Parish Food Pantry by sorting and categorizing 
food stu�s. It is hoped that by Spring, we can form a 
Junior St. Vincent de Paul Society within the school com-
munity. The overarching goal is to acquaint the children 
with the needs of those close to home, demonstrate the 
way in which the St. Vincent de Paul Society addresses 
those needs, and provide a way students can personally 
help with this mission.

CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS
• At the Advent School Masses, Fr. Scheib and Fr. John 
have been impressing upon the children the impor-
tance of using the time of Advent for preparation for 
Christmas. They have been encouraging the students 
to use this time for extra prayer, extra thinking 
about Jesus, extra good deeds and sacrifices. Fr. John 
explained the meaning of all of the symbols of the 
Advent wreath and the special meaning of the pink 
candle and the celebration of Gaudete Sunday as a 
day of anticipated Christmas joy. At the end of Mass, 
6th grade presented a reminder about the Angelway 
virtue of “Perseverance” and encouraged everyone 

to keep trying, especially with their school work, 
and gave them suggestions of how to keep going 
when they are discouraged.

• Our Advent novena highlighted appearances of 
Angels in the New Testament as messengers of God.

• In Craft Club, Grades 3, 4 and 5 created Christmas 
wreaths using fabrics strips. They also added a 
holiday decoration to the center. To finish it o�, they 
added a bow to the top.

• Everyone visited the Santa Shop for those very 
special secret gifts.

• Our lobby Christmas tree was decorated with angels 
of every shape and size.

• Our 3rd, 4th and 5th grades attended OLSH’s Christmas 
play, “The Santa of the Opera.” The parody of Phan-
tom of the opera was really enjoyed by our middle 
graders. 

• Alumni from SPS performing in the musical were: 
Katarina Komoroski, Bernie Komoroski, Kevin 
Mikush, James Benke and Tori Pendzich.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
The following St. Philip Alumni were recognized for their 
achievements at the Bishop Canevin Honors Convoca-
tion of Academic Distinction:
First in the Class of 2021 - Matthew Mell
Exemplary Attendance - Lauren Kirsch
Perfect attendance - Francis Bochicchio, Jacob Philips, 
Matthew Mell, Nathan Kirsch
Carson Scholars - Lauren Kirsch, Janneselle Umalin
Art Fundamentals - Isabella DeMark
Intermediate Studio Art - Janneselle Umalin
Algebra II - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Business Department - Carmen Worrall, Nathan Kirsch

Music Depatrment - Alex Fuchs
English Department - Matthew Mell
Religion Department - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch, 
Matthew Mell
Science Department - Matthew Mell
Social Studies Department - Mac Johnson, Matthew Mell
Spanish I - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Spanish III - Brandyn Brock
National Honor Society - Linda Ashby, Nathan Kirsch

CAMP INVENTION IS RETURNING TO ST. PHILIP SCHOOL! 
In partnership with the National Inventors Hall of Fame® 
(NIHF), St. Philip School is pleased to o�er the nationally 
acclaimed Camp Invention® program to children enter-
ing K through 6th grade. This exciting, weeklong summer 
adventure provides lessons that explore connections 
between science, technology, engineering and innova-
tion. Children rotate through several hands-on activities 
each day while using teamwork, creative thinking and 
problem-solving skills to invent unique solutions to 
real-world challenges. The week begins on August 3, 
2020 with Kati Rodgers serving as Director of the 
all-new 2020 program, Elevate! 

During this program, young innovators will: 
• Build a cityscape out of upcycled materials, navigate 
planes through a storm and take apart a robot they’ll 
bring home at the end of the program. 

• Learn the value of their creativity as they sketch and 
build prototypes, design logos, market their inven-
tion and protect their intellectual property. 

• Collaborate and discover solutions to protect the 
Earth’s ecosystems as they compete in zipline races, 
explore energy conservation and help wildlife 
habitats. 

• Discover the great inventors behind their favorite 
sports, play high-energy games and design the 
ultimate sports complex. 

Exciting news for this location — we are o�ering an 
optional Extended Day experience! This program will run 
from 8:00am to 5:00pm for an additional registration cost 
of $80 per week. Traditional hours are 9:00am to 3:30am. 

Register using promo code SUM25 to save $25 (expires 
3/31) or SUM15 to save $15 (expires 5/12) o� the $235 regis-
tration fee. Availability is limited. Visit invent.org/camp 
or call 800-968-4332 to secure your child’s spot today!
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Religious Education News

Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education  Phone: (412) 922-6388 Email: stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE - FOLLOW JESUS THE 
ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 after the last Mass until 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27 during the school day from 8:30am 
until 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school 
and see the academic excellence and Christian values 
that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the 
award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child 
for a lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.
 
GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment Deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL HELPERS
St. Philip students have had a long tradition of helping the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society in our Parish by collecting food 
items, clothing and Christmas gifts for their ministry.
This year, however, the students have taken their 
partnership with the St. Vincent de Paul Society to a new 
level by helping with the preparation and distribution of 
their donations.
The Society members began the school outreach with a 
special program in church on the life and work of             
St. Vincent de Paul and the continuation of his legacy 
through the Society. Then came an invitation to join 
more closely in the work of the Society. The first project 
was a Love Walk for The Poor to collect food and funds to 
help the hungry.
St. Philip Middle School students then joined in the month-
ly loading of trucks with food, clothing and household 
items for our Parish Mission in Tunnelton,West Virginia.
Student volunteers also assisted in loading special trucks 
with winter coats and garments for the mission. In 
November and December, our school collected toiletries 

with each grade bringing in a particular item such as 
toothpaste, brushes and combs, and soap for the home-
less. Student volunteers then loaded the donations into 
back packs to be distributed through Duquesne Univer-
sity to those in need. The children will continue to bring 
food donations to each First Friday School Mass with 
plans underway to have student volunteers help in the 
Society’s Parish Food Pantry by sorting and categorizing 
food stu�s. It is hoped that by Spring, we can form a 
Junior St. Vincent de Paul Society within the school com-
munity. The overarching goal is to acquaint the children 
with the needs of those close to home, demonstrate the 
way in which the St. Vincent de Paul Society addresses 
those needs, and provide a way students can personally 
help with this mission.

CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS
• At the Advent School Masses, Fr. Scheib and Fr. John 
have been impressing upon the children the impor-
tance of using the time of Advent for preparation for 
Christmas. They have been encouraging the students 
to use this time for extra prayer, extra thinking 
about Jesus, extra good deeds and sacrifices. Fr. John 
explained the meaning of all of the symbols of the 
Advent wreath and the special meaning of the pink 
candle and the celebration of Gaudete Sunday as a 
day of anticipated Christmas joy. At the end of Mass, 
6th grade presented a reminder about the Angelway 
virtue of “Perseverance” and encouraged everyone 

to keep trying, especially with their school work, 
and gave them suggestions of how to keep going 
when they are discouraged.

• Our Advent novena highlighted appearances of 
Angels in the New Testament as messengers of God.

• In Craft Club, Grades 3, 4 and 5 created Christmas 
wreaths using fabrics strips. They also added a 
holiday decoration to the center. To finish it o�, they 
added a bow to the top.

• Everyone visited the Santa Shop for those very 
special secret gifts.

• Our lobby Christmas tree was decorated with angels 
of every shape and size.

• Our 3rd, 4th and 5th grades attended OLSH’s Christmas 
play, “The Santa of the Opera.” The parody of Phan-
tom of the opera was really enjoyed by our middle 
graders. 

• Alumni from SPS performing in the musical were: 
Katarina Komoroski, Bernie Komoroski, Kevin 
Mikush, James Benke and Tori Pendzich.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
The following St. Philip Alumni were recognized for their 
achievements at the Bishop Canevin Honors Convoca-
tion of Academic Distinction:
First in the Class of 2021 - Matthew Mell
Exemplary Attendance - Lauren Kirsch
Perfect attendance - Francis Bochicchio, Jacob Philips, 
Matthew Mell, Nathan Kirsch
Carson Scholars - Lauren Kirsch, Janneselle Umalin
Art Fundamentals - Isabella DeMark
Intermediate Studio Art - Janneselle Umalin
Algebra II - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Business Department - Carmen Worrall, Nathan Kirsch

A NOTE FROM MARYANN: A Happy and Blessed New Year to 
each of you! This Sunday’s Readings are full of ideas for New 
Year’s Resolutions. In our second reading, St. Paul advises us 
to grow and give evidence of heartfelt compassion, kind-
ness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Wow! A di�cult 
challenge for the best Christian. This is a good time of year to 
take a look at where we stand in each of these areas. We 
might take a look and begin the New Year with making a step 
forward in just one area. We might take kindness, for exam-
ple, and ask ourselves, “What are some ways in which I can 
show kindness each day?” We may wish to do that in the area 
where we think we could improve our spiritual life. We may 
also wish to identify one individual with whom we could 
improve our relationship and each day of the week try to 
demonstrate one of those virtues toward that person by our 
actions. The Gospel also gives us a New Year’s challenge. In 
the Gospel, Joseph listens to the angel even though what the 
angel spoke was not in his plans. This New Year, can we take 
time in prayer to listen to God and say “Yes” even though 
what we might hear is not what we expect? If we have time, 
let us reread the scriptures for today and begin 2020 as we 
work on a closer relationship with the Lord. In working on a 
closer relationship with Jesus, we will begin the steps toward 
a closer relationship with those we love.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS: St. Philip Religious Education is 
now accepting registration for the second semester 
program. Call MaryAnn at 412-922-6388 to register your 
child. There are openings in grades 1-7. Sessions meet 
Monday evenings from 7:00pm to 8:15pm in the school.

Confirmation candidates are reminded of the mandatory 
meetings with Fr. John Gizler. The meeting times will be held 
on Monday, January 6, Wednesday, January 8 and Thursday, 
January 9. Each child received a post card with the assigned 
date and time. Call MaryAnn at 412-922-6388 with questions.

The next EDGE Session for 7th & 8th grade students will be 
held on Monday, January 6. All are welcome.

Monday, January 13 is the next Religious Education Family 
Night. Parents are invited at 7:00pm to hear Fr. John Gizler 
speak on “Being a Catholic Family in 2020” that takes place in St. 
Philip School. Afterwards, parents can visit their child’s 
classroom to participate in a family activity. All are welcome.

There will be no religious education session on Monday, 
January 20 due to the MLK federal holiday. Sessions resume 
on January 27. 

8th Grade Confirmation students held a bowling party for residents of 
the Little Sisters of the Poor. The afternoon included bowling, treats 
baked by the parents and prizes. Everyone had a fun afternoon.

COFFEE, TEA AND THEOLOGY BREAKFAST: On December 8, 26 
participants enjoyed a delicious breakfast of mu�ns, eggs, fruit, 
juice, yogurt and festive breads provided by Eileen Guay and 
Debbie Sullen. Then they listened to a short talk on “Mary’s Yes” 
by MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Faith Formation, followed by a 
spiritual, scientific and historical talk on “Our Lady of Guadalupe” 
by Frank Bey. The morning concluded at 10:00am when each 
person was given a rose to mark the occasion. The event was 
very enriching and enjoyed by all. Join us for our next Communi-
ty Breakfast, “Letter of Love” with Barbara Johnson on February 13 
at 8:30am in Conner Hall. Call 412-922-6388 for reservations.

Music Depatrment - Alex Fuchs
English Department - Matthew Mell
Religion Department - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch, 
Matthew Mell
Science Department - Matthew Mell
Social Studies Department - Mac Johnson, Matthew Mell
Spanish I - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Spanish III - Brandyn Brock
National Honor Society - Linda Ashby, Nathan Kirsch

CAMP INVENTION IS RETURNING TO ST. PHILIP SCHOOL! 
In partnership with the National Inventors Hall of Fame® 
(NIHF), St. Philip School is pleased to o�er the nationally 
acclaimed Camp Invention® program to children enter-
ing K through 6th grade. This exciting, weeklong summer 
adventure provides lessons that explore connections 
between science, technology, engineering and innova-
tion. Children rotate through several hands-on activities 
each day while using teamwork, creative thinking and 
problem-solving skills to invent unique solutions to 
real-world challenges. The week begins on August 3, 
2020 with Kati Rodgers serving as Director of the 
all-new 2020 program, Elevate! 

During this program, young innovators will: 
• Build a cityscape out of upcycled materials, navigate 
planes through a storm and take apart a robot they’ll 
bring home at the end of the program. 

• Learn the value of their creativity as they sketch and 
build prototypes, design logos, market their inven-
tion and protect their intellectual property. 

• Collaborate and discover solutions to protect the 
Earth’s ecosystems as they compete in zipline races, 
explore energy conservation and help wildlife 
habitats. 

• Discover the great inventors behind their favorite 
sports, play high-energy games and design the 
ultimate sports complex. 

Exciting news for this location — we are o�ering an 
optional Extended Day experience! This program will run 
from 8:00am to 5:00pm for an additional registration cost 
of $80 per week. Traditional hours are 9:00am to 3:30am. 

Register using promo code SUM25 to save $25 (expires 
3/31) or SUM15 to save $15 (expires 5/12) o� the $235 regis-
tration fee. Availability is limited. Visit invent.org/camp 
or call 800-968-4332 to secure your child’s spot today!
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ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE - FOLLOW JESUS THE 
ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 after the last Mass until 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27 during the school day from 8:30am 
until 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school 
and see the academic excellence and Christian values 
that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the 
award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child 
for a lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.
 
GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment Deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL HELPERS
St. Philip students have had a long tradition of helping the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society in our Parish by collecting food 
items, clothing and Christmas gifts for their ministry.
This year, however, the students have taken their 
partnership with the St. Vincent de Paul Society to a new 
level by helping with the preparation and distribution of 
their donations.
The Society members began the school outreach with a 
special program in church on the life and work of             
St. Vincent de Paul and the continuation of his legacy 
through the Society. Then came an invitation to join 
more closely in the work of the Society. The first project 
was a Love Walk for The Poor to collect food and funds to 
help the hungry.
St. Philip Middle School students then joined in the month-
ly loading of trucks with food, clothing and household 
items for our Parish Mission in Tunnelton,West Virginia.
Student volunteers also assisted in loading special trucks 
with winter coats and garments for the mission. In 
November and December, our school collected toiletries 

St. Philip Ministries & Societies

with each grade bringing in a particular item such as 
toothpaste, brushes and combs, and soap for the home-
less. Student volunteers then loaded the donations into 
back packs to be distributed through Duquesne Univer-
sity to those in need. The children will continue to bring 
food donations to each First Friday School Mass with 
plans underway to have student volunteers help in the 
Society’s Parish Food Pantry by sorting and categorizing 
food stu�s. It is hoped that by Spring, we can form a 
Junior St. Vincent de Paul Society within the school com-
munity. The overarching goal is to acquaint the children 
with the needs of those close to home, demonstrate the 
way in which the St. Vincent de Paul Society addresses 
those needs, and provide a way students can personally 
help with this mission.

CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS
• At the Advent School Masses, Fr. Scheib and Fr. John 
have been impressing upon the children the impor-
tance of using the time of Advent for preparation for 
Christmas. They have been encouraging the students 
to use this time for extra prayer, extra thinking 
about Jesus, extra good deeds and sacrifices. Fr. John 
explained the meaning of all of the symbols of the 
Advent wreath and the special meaning of the pink 
candle and the celebration of Gaudete Sunday as a 
day of anticipated Christmas joy. At the end of Mass, 
6th grade presented a reminder about the Angelway 
virtue of “Perseverance” and encouraged everyone 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE — Most people 
are aware of CAP, Dollar Energy and LIHEAP which 
provide assistance for electric and gas utilities in the 
form of reduced service charges and grants toward 
account balances. However, few people are aware of (or 
are taking advantage of) the assistance programs avail-
able through the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority.

PWSA o�ers four programs to households with qualify-
ing incomes. Qualifying households can prevent a shut-
o� from December 1 through March 31 through the 
Winter Shut O� Moratorium Program. Customers can 
apply for a 75% reduction in their fixed service charges 
or a grant of up to $300 per year in order to help control 
costs. Lastly, qualifying customers can have their lead 
water lines replaced for free.

To see if you qualify for these programs, simply call 
866-762-2348. If you would like to make a payment 
arrangement with PWSA in order to get caught up on a 
delinquent bill, you can contact them at 412-255-2423, 
option 5. If you are struggling with your water and 
sewage bill, please do not risk service termination! 
Reach out to your utility company and take advantage of 
the assistance programs that are available.

Last week, your generous donations enabled us to assist 
two households with $336 toward electric, one house-
hold with $300 toward rent, one household with a bed, 
and two families with twelve clothing vouchers and two 
household goods vouchers. Thank you for your constant 
support of our friends in need! 

If you would like to make a monetary donation or a 
donation of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please place your 
donation in one of the poor boxes or mail them to the 
parish o�ce at 114 Berry Street. If you would like to make 
a donation of furniture or household goods, please call 
or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 or email us at svdp. 
saint.philip@gmail.com to arrange a pickup. If you 
would like to donate clothing, shoes or accessories, you 

can call, text or email us to arrange a pickup, or your 
donation can be placed in the blue bins in front of the 
Hope House at St. Philip. Please do not place any other 
items in those bins or leave anything on the sidewalk.  
Also, we are always looking for volunteers! If you’d like 
to join us in helping our friends in need, please call, text 
or email us or stop by one of our meetings which are 
held every Tuesday evening at 6:30pm in the Hope 
House located on the St. Philip campus.

As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of 
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.

COUPON MINISTRY — Don’t forget to save your Sunday 
paper coupons and drop them in the special boxes in 
the vestibule of St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship 
Site.  Keep coupons together and do not cut, tape, staple 
or separate them. Please do not put any newspaper store 
ads such as Walgreens, Rite Aid, CVS, Giant Eagle, Shop 
n’ Save, or the Clipper and Trib advertisement maga-
zines into the bins. This ministry greatly helps with the 
purchase of food and toiletry items for the St. Vincent de 
Paul and Crafton-Ingram Food Banks. Any questions?  
Please call Anita Okraszewski at 412-770-4453.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP — The St. Philip Grief Support 
Group meets from 2:00pm to 3:00pm on the 3rd Thurs-
day of the month in Connor Hall of Ascension Site. The 
Grief Support Group sign will be on the door.

ALLEGHENY VALLEY SCHOOL OUTREACH — Our group 
visits Allegheny Valley School monthly from September 
to May, usually on the second Tuesday of the month. We 
celebrate an adapted Eucharistic service with music, 
liturgy and friendship. The parish Director of Music, Ms. 
Beth Barsh and guitarists, Tom Podnar and Meg Smith 
lead the songs. Members of our group serve as lectors.  
So if you like to pray, sing and laugh, please consider 
joining us. For further information, please contact the 
Parish O�ce.

to keep trying, especially with their school work, 
and gave them suggestions of how to keep going 
when they are discouraged.

• Our Advent novena highlighted appearances of 
Angels in the New Testament as messengers of God.

• In Craft Club, Grades 3, 4 and 5 created Christmas 
wreaths using fabrics strips. They also added a 
holiday decoration to the center. To finish it o�, they 
added a bow to the top.

• Everyone visited the Santa Shop for those very 
special secret gifts.

• Our lobby Christmas tree was decorated with angels 
of every shape and size.

• Our 3rd, 4th and 5th grades attended OLSH’s Christmas 
play, “The Santa of the Opera.” The parody of Phan-
tom of the opera was really enjoyed by our middle 
graders. 

• Alumni from SPS performing in the musical were: 
Katarina Komoroski, Bernie Komoroski, Kevin 
Mikush, James Benke and Tori Pendzich.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
The following St. Philip Alumni were recognized for their 
achievements at the Bishop Canevin Honors Convoca-
tion of Academic Distinction:
First in the Class of 2021 - Matthew Mell
Exemplary Attendance - Lauren Kirsch
Perfect attendance - Francis Bochicchio, Jacob Philips, 
Matthew Mell, Nathan Kirsch
Carson Scholars - Lauren Kirsch, Janneselle Umalin
Art Fundamentals - Isabella DeMark
Intermediate Studio Art - Janneselle Umalin
Algebra II - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Business Department - Carmen Worrall, Nathan Kirsch

Music Depatrment - Alex Fuchs
English Department - Matthew Mell
Religion Department - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch, 
Matthew Mell
Science Department - Matthew Mell
Social Studies Department - Mac Johnson, Matthew Mell
Spanish I - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Spanish III - Brandyn Brock
National Honor Society - Linda Ashby, Nathan Kirsch

CAMP INVENTION IS RETURNING TO ST. PHILIP SCHOOL! 
In partnership with the National Inventors Hall of Fame® 
(NIHF), St. Philip School is pleased to o�er the nationally 
acclaimed Camp Invention® program to children enter-
ing K through 6th grade. This exciting, weeklong summer 
adventure provides lessons that explore connections 
between science, technology, engineering and innova-
tion. Children rotate through several hands-on activities 
each day while using teamwork, creative thinking and 
problem-solving skills to invent unique solutions to 
real-world challenges. The week begins on August 3, 
2020 with Kati Rodgers serving as Director of the 
all-new 2020 program, Elevate! 

During this program, young innovators will: 
• Build a cityscape out of upcycled materials, navigate 
planes through a storm and take apart a robot they’ll 
bring home at the end of the program. 

• Learn the value of their creativity as they sketch and 
build prototypes, design logos, market their inven-
tion and protect their intellectual property. 

• Collaborate and discover solutions to protect the 
Earth’s ecosystems as they compete in zipline races, 
explore energy conservation and help wildlife 
habitats. 

• Discover the great inventors behind their favorite 
sports, play high-energy games and design the 
ultimate sports complex. 

Exciting news for this location — we are o�ering an 
optional Extended Day experience! This program will run 
from 8:00am to 5:00pm for an additional registration cost 
of $80 per week. Traditional hours are 9:00am to 3:30am. 

Register using promo code SUM25 to save $25 (expires 
3/31) or SUM15 to save $15 (expires 5/12) o� the $235 regis-
tration fee. Availability is limited. Visit invent.org/camp 
or call 800-968-4332 to secure your child’s spot today!
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ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE - FOLLOW JESUS THE 
ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 after the last Mass until 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27 during the school day from 8:30am 
until 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school 
and see the academic excellence and Christian values 
that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the 
award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child 
for a lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.
 
GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment Deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL HELPERS
St. Philip students have had a long tradition of helping the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society in our Parish by collecting food 
items, clothing and Christmas gifts for their ministry.
This year, however, the students have taken their 
partnership with the St. Vincent de Paul Society to a new 
level by helping with the preparation and distribution of 
their donations.
The Society members began the school outreach with a 
special program in church on the life and work of             
St. Vincent de Paul and the continuation of his legacy 
through the Society. Then came an invitation to join 
more closely in the work of the Society. The first project 
was a Love Walk for The Poor to collect food and funds to 
help the hungry.
St. Philip Middle School students then joined in the month-
ly loading of trucks with food, clothing and household 
items for our Parish Mission in Tunnelton,West Virginia.
Student volunteers also assisted in loading special trucks 
with winter coats and garments for the mission. In 
November and December, our school collected toiletries 

with each grade bringing in a particular item such as 
toothpaste, brushes and combs, and soap for the home-
less. Student volunteers then loaded the donations into 
back packs to be distributed through Duquesne Univer-
sity to those in need. The children will continue to bring 
food donations to each First Friday School Mass with 
plans underway to have student volunteers help in the 
Society’s Parish Food Pantry by sorting and categorizing 
food stu�s. It is hoped that by Spring, we can form a 
Junior St. Vincent de Paul Society within the school com-
munity. The overarching goal is to acquaint the children 
with the needs of those close to home, demonstrate the 
way in which the St. Vincent de Paul Society addresses 
those needs, and provide a way students can personally 
help with this mission.

CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS
• At the Advent School Masses, Fr. Scheib and Fr. John 
have been impressing upon the children the impor-
tance of using the time of Advent for preparation for 
Christmas. They have been encouraging the students 
to use this time for extra prayer, extra thinking 
about Jesus, extra good deeds and sacrifices. Fr. John 
explained the meaning of all of the symbols of the 
Advent wreath and the special meaning of the pink 
candle and the celebration of Gaudete Sunday as a 
day of anticipated Christmas joy. At the end of Mass, 
6th grade presented a reminder about the Angelway 
virtue of “Perseverance” and encouraged everyone 

to keep trying, especially with their school work, 
and gave them suggestions of how to keep going 
when they are discouraged.

• Our Advent novena highlighted appearances of 
Angels in the New Testament as messengers of God.

• In Craft Club, Grades 3, 4 and 5 created Christmas 
wreaths using fabrics strips. They also added a 
holiday decoration to the center. To finish it o�, they 
added a bow to the top.

• Everyone visited the Santa Shop for those very 
special secret gifts.

• Our lobby Christmas tree was decorated with angels 
of every shape and size.

• Our 3rd, 4th and 5th grades attended OLSH’s Christmas 
play, “The Santa of the Opera.” The parody of Phan-
tom of the opera was really enjoyed by our middle 
graders. 

• Alumni from SPS performing in the musical were: 
Katarina Komoroski, Bernie Komoroski, Kevin 
Mikush, James Benke and Tori Pendzich.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
The following St. Philip Alumni were recognized for their 
achievements at the Bishop Canevin Honors Convoca-
tion of Academic Distinction:
First in the Class of 2021 - Matthew Mell
Exemplary Attendance - Lauren Kirsch
Perfect attendance - Francis Bochicchio, Jacob Philips, 
Matthew Mell, Nathan Kirsch
Carson Scholars - Lauren Kirsch, Janneselle Umalin
Art Fundamentals - Isabella DeMark
Intermediate Studio Art - Janneselle Umalin
Algebra II - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Business Department - Carmen Worrall, Nathan Kirsch

Music Depatrment - Alex Fuchs
English Department - Matthew Mell
Religion Department - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch, 
Matthew Mell
Science Department - Matthew Mell
Social Studies Department - Mac Johnson, Matthew Mell
Spanish I - Mac Johnson, Lauren Kirsch
Spanish III - Brandyn Brock
National Honor Society - Linda Ashby, Nathan Kirsch

CAMP INVENTION IS RETURNING TO ST. PHILIP SCHOOL! 
In partnership with the National Inventors Hall of Fame® 
(NIHF), St. Philip School is pleased to o�er the nationally 
acclaimed Camp Invention® program to children enter-
ing K through 6th grade. This exciting, weeklong summer 
adventure provides lessons that explore connections 
between science, technology, engineering and innova-
tion. Children rotate through several hands-on activities 
each day while using teamwork, creative thinking and 
problem-solving skills to invent unique solutions to 
real-world challenges. The week begins on August 3, 
2020 with Kati Rodgers serving as Director of the 
all-new 2020 program, Elevate! 

During this program, young innovators will: 
• Build a cityscape out of upcycled materials, navigate 
planes through a storm and take apart a robot they’ll 
bring home at the end of the program. 

• Learn the value of their creativity as they sketch and 
build prototypes, design logos, market their inven-
tion and protect their intellectual property. 

• Collaborate and discover solutions to protect the 
Earth’s ecosystems as they compete in zipline races, 
explore energy conservation and help wildlife 
habitats. 

• Discover the great inventors behind their favorite 
sports, play high-energy games and design the 
ultimate sports complex. 

Exciting news for this location — we are o�ering an 
optional Extended Day experience! This program will run 
from 8:00am to 5:00pm for an additional registration cost 
of $80 per week. Traditional hours are 9:00am to 3:30am. 

Register using promo code SUM25 to save $25 (expires 
3/31) or SUM15 to save $15 (expires 5/12) o� the $235 regis-
tration fee. Availability is limited. Visit invent.org/camp 
or call 800-968-4332 to secure your child’s spot today!
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ST. PHILIP PARISH 

We don’t know who will play in this year’s Super 
Bowl yet, but we do know the game is scheduled 
for Sunday, Feb. 2, 2020 between the AFC and the 
NFC. We are having a Super Bowl Pool. The cost is 
$50 per block. There are 100 blocks in the pool.  We 

will have 4 payouts: 

1st Quarter score — $375
2nd Quarter score — $750
3rd Quarter score — $375

Final score — $1,000 

The names and numbers will be randomly drawn 
in advance. You will receive a copy of the complet-
ed pool prior to the Super Bowl. Don’t be left out. 

We already have blocks sold!! 

Purchase a block for yourself or partner with a 
friend. Please fill out the form below and return to 

the parish o�ce.  Thank you. 

ST. PHILIP SUPER BOWL POOL

_____ Square(s) @ $50 each   

Total enclosed ________________

I would like to name my block(s):

____________________________________________________
 

Name ____________________________________________

Phone number __________________________________

Email ____________________________________________

NEW YEAR'S EVE $8,500 SUPER BINGO — Make plans 
with your friends to attend Bishop Canevin’s New Year’s 
Eve $8,500 Super Bingo featuring a bu�et dinner, party 
favors and black light bingo after midnight to rock and 
roll music.

Watch the ball drop on our big screen TVs and toast with 
champagne at midnight. What a way to start 2020!  
Ticket Price $120 per person. Make your reservation with 
a $20 deposit and pay only $80 at the door! Call Mike at 
412-523-2220 for information on how to make a reserva-
tion. More information at www.bingo-at-bc.com.

EXPERIENCE OLSH AS A CHARGER FOR A DAY — Put 
yourself in the shoes of a current Charger and spend a day 
with us for the traditional “shadow day” experience!  This 
opportunity is available to students in grades 7-10 who 
are considering OLSH. To schedule your visit, contact 
Jessica Sellman at 412-262-3300 or jsellman@olsh.org.

BACK TO THE 80S — The Bishop Canevin Marching Band 
Boosters are hosting their 2nd annual 80s Dance Fundrais-
er on Saturday, February 1 from 7:00pm to 11:00pm at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall in Crafton (10 W. Crafton 
Avenue). DJ Dave Brosky will be playing 80s music.  
There will be appetizers, drinks, Chinese auction, 50/50 
ra�e and a prize for the best 80s themed outfit. Tickets 
are $20 and all proceeds benefit the Bishop Canevin 
Marching Band. Must be 21 or over to attend. For tickets 
or more information, please contact Steve Chabala at 
412-304-1760 or stevechabala@verizon.net.

HELP WANTED — Looking for a rewarding part time or 
full time job? Do you enjoy helping people? The Emmaus 
Community of Pittsburgh is hiring Direct Support Profes-
sionals (DSPs). DSPs help people with intellectual/devel-
opmental disabilities who live in community-based 
homes live productive and meaningful lives. Please call 
Ruth at 412-381-0277, ext. 203 to find out more about the 
positions available. Visit us at www.EmmausPgh.org.

Around the 
Community
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JIM & LOU TORCASI
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Roofing • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
 922-0543 922-8044Parishioners

 COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh
 412-921-4504 Pharmacy 921-7250

 THORNWOOD VETERINARY HOSPITAL
 (1/4 mile west of the Thornburg Bridge)
 RAYMOND J. SCHUERGER, D.V.M.
 (412) 921-1474 • 4211 Steubenville Pike • Pittsburgh

 (412) 928-2757
 www.olandertree.com
 TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
 GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
 STUMP GRINDING
Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

HERSHBERGER
STOVER INC
FUNERAL HOME

CREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213
170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FD

 A Veteran Owned
 Funeral Home

ROBERT M. DUNN, Exclusive Agent
Allstate Insurance Company

279 W. Steuben Street • Pittsburgh
412.922.1122

robertdunn@allstate.com

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
Driveways • Basement Floors

Steps • Sidewalks • etc.
Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway

Stone • Lawncare • Licensed and Insured
(412) 921-5685 www.westhillslaw.com

West Hills Law
412-329-6959

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
 • DUI
 • Personal Injury
 • Estate Planning
 • Estate Administration
 5021 Noblestown Rd.
 Oakdale, PA

“CALL THE DOCTOR”
D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers

(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Diane McConaghy, REALTOR®, Associate Broker
1187 Thorn Run Rd. Ext. • Suite 400 • Coraopolis, PA 15108

Office: (724) 933-6300, Ext. 826 • Cell: (412) 719-7732
E-mail: dianeremaxselect@gmail.com Parishioner

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.
State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs
4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service

email: schuler293@comcast.com website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

45 Years of Quality Service

Mike McAleer • mmcaleer@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6307

Compliments
 of an

Anonymous 
Donor



 3-P-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1356

WOLBERT
AUTO BODY & REPAIR

– Family Business –
Serving the community

for over 40 years
 Pennsylvania
 State Inspection
 24-Hour
 Emergency Towing

 922-8898
47 East Crafton Ave.

 Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
 4245 Steubenville Pike
 Pittsburgh, PA 15205

 (412) 922-2171

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE

Family Owned Since 1959 
 We do PA State Inspections
 and general auto repairs.
 Bus stops at door.

3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309
www.schneidersauto.com

 BRUNI PLUMBING, INC
 Thomas Bruni
 Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified
412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.
 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705
 John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral Director • Anthony G. Staab, Supervisor

Family Owned
Since 1886

 William F. Conroy PatriCk m. mCGoWan
 Funeral Director/Supervisor Funeral Director

Pre-PlanninG • traditional & Cremation ServiCeS

2944 Chartiers Avenue   Phone: 412-331-5192
www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com

 ~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

 Charles H. Sakai
 Family Dentistry

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411

(412) 596-4346

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–

GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road

(412) 771-4151 McKees Rocks

 Murphy s Family Dentistry
 Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.
 412-331-6712 
 2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber Shop
Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner

412-458-5357
3 W. Prospect Ave. 

(across from Ingram Busway)

PAINTING
Interior - Exterior 
35 years experience

(412) 403-2099
Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner

License: PA133887

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc. 
b. david mcdermott, supervisor / parishioner       412.921.3661  165 noble ave., crafton pa 15205 

 

www.schepnermcdermott.com
Accepting insurance assignments and most major credit cards.Caring Since 1886 

CREMATION OPTIONS
Financing Available
(subject to credit approval)

CRAFTONIAN HALL 
ON PREMISES

Memorial Lunches & All Occasions

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 Family Owned & Operated
 Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700
4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~
APPLIANCE

SERVICE CENTER
tOver 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

“The Appliance Experts”
WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

TONY ‘S  DJ  SERVICE
Musical Entertainment For Any Occasion 

(412) 921-6566
divecchio@mindspring.com

Flowers For 
All Occasions

600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100
www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.


