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St. Philip O�ce (412) 922-6300
St. Philip School (412) 928-2742
St. Philip CCD O�ce (412) 922-6388
Society of SVdeP (412) 444-8140
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St. Philip Church
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Ascension Worship Site
114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205

St. Philip School
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Download the bulletin at www.parishesonline.com

Protecting God’s Children   CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235 to report child abuse 

Diocesan Victim Assistance   Call 911 immediately if a
Coordinator:  412-456-3093  child is in immediate danger

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS: Should be submitted to maureen@saintphilipchurch.org 
no later than 12:00pm on Friday to be included in the following week’s bulletin. 



MASS SCHEDULE  
Masses are held at St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship Site

Saint Philip Parish is on 
Facebook! Follow us today to 
learn about upcoming events 

and happenings.
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CONFESSION  
O�ered Saturdays from 12:15pm to 
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS  
Baptism: A seminar is required for 
first-time parents. Baptisms are 
celebrated on the first and third 
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at  
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension 
Worship Site. Please call the Religious 
Education O�ce at 412-922-6388 for 
more information.

Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted 
six months in advance of wedding. 
Participation in Pre-Cana Program 
required. Please contact the Parish 
Priest for more information.

Anointing of the Sick: Following a 
weekend Mass and on the last 
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at 
Ascension Worship Site.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA): Call the O�ce of Religious 
Education for more information.

Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the 
Parish Priest for more information.

VICTIM’S ASSISTANCE HOT-LINE

If you are a person who has been hurt by abuse 
from clergy or others associated with the Church, 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh o�ers assistance with 
counseling, spiritual direction and referrals to 
other supportive services. 
For information on any of these services, we invite 
you to contact our Diocesan Victim Assistance 
Coordinator at 412-456-3093.

Protecting God’s Children – VICTIM HOTLINE:  
1-888-808-1235

CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse

Call 911 immediately if a child is in imminent danger.

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS:

Envelopes 
Issued:  1,384  Used:  531

Regular Christmas Collection: $22,949.43
Special Collection 
Children & Youth: $7,544.33

December 29 Regular Collection: $11,335.00

January 5 Regular Collection: $12,847.75
January 5 Mass Count: 1,260

PARISH SHARE COLLECTION
December 29 Donations: $17,313.00
January 5 Donations: $4,763.00

LOCATION TIME  MASS INTENTION  OFFERED BY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11 — CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY    
Ascension 8:00am  Ed Hendrick  Katie Phillips
St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Kathleen M.Mortell  Family
Ascension 5:30pm (V) Irene Schubert  John Rodgers & Maureen

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12 — BAPTISM OF THE LORD    
St. Philip 7:00am  Bernard T. Tokarczyk Friends
Ascension 9:30am  Helen Kostelich  Flaherty Family
St. Philip 11:00am  Raymond Barthelemy Bonnie & Fred Ha�ner

MONDAY, JANUARY 13 — WEEKDAY (FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME) 
St. Philip 8:00am  Charlene Rusnak  Jack Cherry

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14 — WEEKDAY     
Ascension 8:00am  James M. O’Conner, Sr. Wife, Cathy

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15 — WEEKDAY     
St. Philip 8:00am  Mary Jane & Bill Gurtner Jeannine & Bill

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16 — WEEKDAY     
Ascension 8:00am  Living and Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17 — SAINT ANTHONY, ABBOT    
St. Philip 8:00am  Robert Super  McDonald Family

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18 — WEEKDAY     
Ascension 8:00am  Irene Schubert  Mr. & Mrs. John Goodrich
St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Samuel F. Barker  Family
Ascension 5:30pm (V) Anniv. Vincent Manzella Valerie Manzella

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 — SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
St. Philip 7:00am  Mary Orner  Mark, Karen &    
       Bri Tambellini
Ascension 9:30am  Jean Landon  Mike & Janet
St. Philip 11:00am  Alice Petrie   Mary Lou McNamee  & 
       Anita Macklin



From the

Pastor’s 
Desk
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The Baptism of the Lord

Attention Altar Servers, Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers 
and Lectors from the former 9:00am Sunday Mass Now 
that the former 9:00am Mass has been 
removed from our Sunday Mass Schedule, I 
am asking you to exercise your liturgical 
ministry at the 9:30am Mass at Ascension 
Church or any of the other Sunday Masses at 
St. Philip Church. I am hoping to have a 
combined Liturgical Ministry Schedule 
ready for the beginning of Lent on February 
26. Please be sure to contact Dorothy       
Kraemer in the Parish O�ce at 412-922-6300 
to inform us of your availability 

Fr. Murhammer did not wish to have a 
formal goodbye reception, therefore, if you 
did not have a chance to say farewell to him before 
departing for his retirement, know that if you wish to 
send him a card, please send it to the Parish O�ce and 
we will be sure to forward it to him. 

The Dignity of Baptism When the Christmas season 
o�cially ends with a commemoration of a moment in 
the life of the adult Jesus, it reminds all of us that Christ-
mas is not simply about a baby. The Incarnation is more 
than just a beautiful manger scene. Christmas recalls the 
inauguration of Christ’s mission to the world, a mission 
that will require of Jesus (and of us) to make di�cult 
choices for the sake of God’s kingdom. In Jesus’ life, and 
in ours as his followers, that mission begins with 
baptism. Today’s feast is an opportune moment for all of 
us to recall the dignity of our baptism. Baptism is the 

sacramental beginning of a life-long 
missionary discipleship and the doorway 
to the sacraments. It is what makes us full 
and complete members of Christ’s body. 
Let us be aware of anything we do or say 
that may lessen the dignity of the baptized 
or communicate that one needs some-
thing more than baptism to be recognized 
as members of God’s holy priesthood: “By 
Baptism they share in the priesthood of 
Christ, in his prophetic and royal 
mission…Baptism gives a share in the 
common priesthood of all believers” (CCC, 
1268). (Liturgical Press, 2019)

Blessings in Christ,
Fr. Gizler

“The Lord was baptized, 
not to be cleansed Him-
self, but to cleanse the 
waters, so that those 

waters, cleansed by the 
flesh of Christ which 

knew no sin, might have 
the power of Baptism.”

(St. Ambrose)

“Christ is bathed in light; let us also be bathed in light. Christ is baptized; 

let us also go down with him, and rise with him. Today let us do honor to 

Christ’s baptism and celebrate this feast in holiness. Be cleansed entirely 

and continue to be cleansed. Nothing gives such pleasure to God as the 

conversion and salvation of men, for whom his every word and every 

revelation exist. He wants you to become a living force for all mankind, 

lights bathed in the glory of him who is the Light of heaven. You are to 

enjoy more and more the pure and dazzling light of the Trinity, as now 

you have received – though not in its fullness – a ray of its splendor, 

proceeding from the one God, in Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom be glory 

and power for ever and ever. Amen.”

St. Gregory Nanzianzen 
on the Baptism of the Lord 
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Around the 
Diocese and 
Community

ANOINTING MASS — The Addiction Recovery Ministry 
will celebrate its first anniversary on Sunday, February 9 
with an Anointing Mass for those struggling with addic-
tion or are in recovery at 3:00pm in Madonna of Jerusa-
lem Church, 201 9th Street in Sharpsburg, PA 15215. 
Following Mass, an activity and refreshments will be held 
in the John Paul I Center directly across from the church.

RETROUVAILLE — Does Your Marriage Need a 
Rebirth? Retrouvaille has helped countless couples expe-
riencing marital di�culty at all levels from disillusion-
ment through deep misery. For confidential informa-
tion, please call 412-277-3434 or email 3041@retrou-
vaille.org. We will be hosting two weekend retreats in 
2020: January 31-February 2 and September 11-13. Call 
today to begin the healing process or visit: www.Hel-
pOurMarriage.com. 

UNBOUND — FREEDOM IN CHRIST TWO DAY CON-
FERENCE  Discover the Freedom God has for you!
A video presentation by author Neal Lozano and live 
teachings by Fr. Boniface Hicks, OSB will be held Friday, 
January 17 from 6:30pm to 9:00pm & Saturday, January 
18 from 9:00am to 5:00pm at Our Lady of Joy Church, 
2000 O’Block Road, Pittsburgh PA 15239. UNBOUND is a 
simple, gentle and powerful prayer ministry of freedom 
and healing helping us to release the POWER OF THE 
GOSPEL over spiritual blockages such as resentments, 
negative thoughts or addictions. Jesus sets us free by 
breaking the power of sin and revealing the love of God.   
Join us for prayer, teaching, practice using the FIVE KEYS 
TO FREEDOM and opportunities for personal ministry 
from our ministry teams. $35 registration fee includes 
Saturday lunch. Learn more about the Unbound prayer 
model at heartofthefather.com and for local informa-
tion, at unboundpittsburgh@gmail.com. Online registra-
tion is available at www.eventbrite.com/e/unbound- 
conference-jan-17-18-tickets-76846998441.

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT — Ready to live in the power and 
love of God? The Oakland Prayer Group is sponsoring a 
Life in the Spirit series from 7:00pm to 8:30pm Mondays 
at Synod Hall, 125 N. Craig Street in Oakland. Speakers 
include:  January 13 – Fr. Michael Ackerman, (Need for a 
Savior); January 20 – Fr. Thomas Sparacino, (The Holy 
Spirit) at Sacred Heart Parish in Shadyside; January 27 – 
Fr. Boniface Hicks, (Outpouring of the Holy Spirit) at Sacred 
Heart Parish in Shadyside; February 3 – Fr. Killian Loch, 
(Gifts of the Holy Spirit); February 10 – Fr. John Sweeney, 
(Transformation in the Holy Spirit); and February 17 –        
Fr. Dan Waruszewski, (Living in the Spirit). For more 
information, visit www.OaklandPrayerGroup.org.

Catholic Charities’ warming station in downtown 

Pittsburgh is open and o�ering warmth, co�ee 

and snacks to the homeless during the bitter 

winter months. Your help to keep the program 

stocked with supplies makes a big di�erence. 

Catholic Charities needs following items: 

— hand and foot warmers; 
— hats, gloves, mittens and scarves; 
— coats (size XL and larger); 
— granola bars and cereal bars; 
— instant oatmeal and instant soup; 
— toiletries (especially lotion and chap stick); 
— underwear (all sizes); 
— warm socks. 

Supplies may be dropped o� at the Susan Zubik 

Welcome Center where the warming station is 

housed (212 9th Street, Pittsburgh 15222).

WARMING STATION 
SUPPLIES NEEDED



ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE — FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27  during the school day from 8:30am 
to 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school and 
see the academic excellence and Christian values that 
distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the award-  
winning teaching, technology and faith formation that 
enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

CHRISTMAS SCHOOL LITURGY 
Fr. Gizler, Fr. Murhammer and Fr. Scheib concelebrated 
the Christmas Mass on the last day of school before 
Christmas vacation. Fr. John’s sermon took the form of a 
quiz about the Christmas Story when students and 2 
teachers were called forward to answer questions. This 
has become a tradition with Fr. John and is a wonderful 
way to review the facts of the narrative of the Birth of 
Jesus. After Mass, the school presented farewell cards to 
Fr. Murhammer who celebrated his last Mass with the 

children. The Christmas celebration ended with the 
conclusion of the school’s Christmas Novena at the 
GRACE program.

CHRISTMAS WRAP-UP
• Congratulations to Miss McGaughey and Mrs. Niebel 

for a wonderful Christmas Concert. The show's 
theme was “Traditions.” 1st through 5th graders sang 
traditional Christmas songs and everyone in the 
band had a solo performance.

• The Christmas Novena had the theme of Angels in 
the Gospels and the lobby tree also had an angel 
theme and was decorated beautifully with a wide 
variety of angels.

• Kindergarten had its own Christmas performance. 
The little ones sang and danced to their favorite 
Christmas songs.

• Preschool held a Birthday Party for Jesus and invited 
their shepherds in 8th grade to make Advent wreaths 
and exchange Christmas cards. They also held a 
Birthday Party for Jesus. Families made ornaments 
and played Christmas bingo. They also sang Happy 
Birthday to Jesus!

• Middle Schoolers decorated their classroom doors in 
hopes of winning a dress-down day. 7A and Spanish 
(done by the 8th grade boys and Isabella were the 
winners).

• Student Council held a wear your favorite Christmas 
outfit to benefit Toys for Tots. Over $200 was raised.

• 2A students finished their classes before Christmas 
with two fun activities. They each made a personal 
Nativity set and completed their lesson on circuitry 
by creating a light-up Christmas tree.
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WHAT IS SAFE2SAY SOMETHING?
St. Philip School is participating in the Safe2Say Something 
program, a youth violence prevention program run by 
the Pennsylvania O�ce of Attorney General. The 
program teaches youth and adults how to recognize 
warning signs and signals, especially within social 
media, from individuals who may be a threat to them-
selves or others and to “say something” BEFORE it is too 
late. With Safe2Say Something, it’s easy and confidential to 
report safety concerns to help prevent violence and 
tragedies.

Here’s how it works:
• Submit an anonymous tip report through the 

Safe2SaySomething system.
• Crisis center reviews, assesses and processes all 

submissions.
• Crisis center sends all submissions to school 

administration and/or law enforcement for 
intervention.

• If needed, crisis center may contact tipster 
anonymously through the app.

Congratulations to our 
latest winners! 

Dec. 16 - #700 – J. Desano - $100.00
Dec. 17 - #505 – Lee Miller - $100.00
Dec. 18 - #486 – Marlene Elliott - $100.00
Dec. 19 - #337 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 20 - #375 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 21 - #710 – NOT SOLD - $200.00
Dec. 22 - #194 – NOT SOLD - $200.00
Dec. 23 - #549 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 24 - #896 – Anita Macklin - $100.00
Dec. 25 - #247 – Tyler Green - $100.00
Dec. 26 - #472 – NOT SOLD - $100.00
Dec. 27 - #088 – NOT SOLD - $100.00 
Dec. 28 - #788 – Sandy Scalise - $200.00
Dec. 29 - #171 – Nicole Stengel - $200.00
Dec. 30 - #457 – Sr. Madeline Rybicki - 
                            $100.00
Dec. 31 - #697 – Darla Reiss - $500.00

HOLIDAY RAFFLE WINNERS
Congratulations to the following winners 
of the Holiday Ra�e which was held in 
conjunction with the Santaland Railroad 
display in Conner Hall:

1. Let’s Have A Picnic – Lauck
2. Winter Wonderland - Patty C.
3. Little Cottage Playhouse – Okraszewski
4. Lucky Lottery – Angeline Dreger
5. Let’s Play School – Jessica Lapp
6. Go Steelers! – Joe Cousineau
7. Candy Cane Wreath – M. Kirsch
8. Go Pens! – Jessica Lapp
9. Frozen brr…brr… - Rob Massucci
10. U.S. Women’s Soccer – Ed D.
11. Christmas Bake Set – Linda Bey
12. Mickey & Minnie Blow-Up – A. Katze
13. Take A Picture While You Eat – 
     Michaeline Adzima
14. Cake Stand & Cookie Cutters – 
     Jonah Hill
15. Sleigh Centerpiece – T. Segina
16. Liberty Train Set – Linda Barone
17. Christmas Train Set – Reenie

OPEN HOUSE
Aquinas Academy High School is hosting an Admissions Open House for 

middle school students and parents on Saturday, February 8 from 11:00am 

to 1:00pm. Meet administration, faculty, coaches, parents, and students.  

Find out how your child will benefit from an Aquinas Academy education. 

Register online and receive an Aquinas gift! Contact Mr. Joe Austin, Director 

of Admissions at 724-444-0722x15, email at austin@aquinas.pvt.k12.pa or 

visit www.AquinasAcademy.info.

EXPERIENCE OLSH AS A CHARGER FOR A DAY!
Put yourself in the shoes of a current Charger and spend a day with us for the 

traditional “shadow day” experience! This opportunity is available to 

students in grades 7-10 who are considering OLSH. To schedule your visit, 

contact Jessica Sellman at 412-262-3300 or jsellman@olsh.org.

BACK TO THE 80S
The Bishop Canevin Marching Band Boosters are hosting their 2nd annual 

80s Dance Fundraiser on Saturday, February 1 from 7:00pm to 11:00pm at 

the Knights of Columbus Hall in Crafton (10 W. Crafton Avenue). DJ, Dave 

Brosky will be playing 80s music. There will be appetizers, drinks, Chinese 

auction, 50/50 ra�e and a prize for the best 80s themed outfit. Tickets are 

$20 and all proceeds benefit the Bishop Canevin Marching Band. Must be 21 

or over to attend. For tickets or further information, please contact Steve 

Chabala at 412-304-1760 or stevechabala@verizon.net.

ACCOUNTING HONORS INSTITUTE 
Duquesne University is holding an Accounting Honors Institute for high 

school students who have an interest in business. There are 3 topics with 2 

sessions each held on Saturday mornings on campus in January, February, 

March and April. Students may sign up for one or more topics. Information 

and registration is available online at www.duq.edu/business/AHI or by 

calling 412-396-5832.

LIFELINE OF LISTENING FRIENDS 

Suicide Loss Support Groups provide support for your journey of grief 

along the healing pathway. The group in our area meets on the 3rd Wednes-

day of each month from 7:00pm to 8:30pm at Seton Center in Brookline. To 

register for a Support Group or for more information, please contact Jack 

Shaw at 412-508-5383. Visit their website at mylifelinepittsburgh.org.

     HAVE YOU VISITED OUR NEW PARISH WEBSITE YET? 
Go to www.saintphilipchurch.org to see our beautiful web-
site designed by Lava New Media who redesigned both the 
St. Philip Parish and School websites. We thank them for 
their amazing work!



Parish News

— ALTAR SERVERS —
January 18 at 4:00pm (SP)  January 18 at 5:30pm (A)
Joey Hurley, Nicholas  Volunteer
& Daniel Hillenbrand

January 19 at 7:00am (SP) January 19 at 9:30am (A)
Bob Yakulis   Volunteer

January 19 at 11:00am (SP)
Ava Gaitens, Rachel Boehm, 
Madelyn Ho�

— LECTORS —
January 18 at 4:00pm (SP) January 18 at 5:30pm (A)
Denny Maher, Tom Hipkiss Bob Okraszewski, 
    Linda Barone

January 19 at 7:00am (SP) January 19 at 9:30am (A)
John Cherry   Richard & Rose Musser

January 19 at 11:00am (SP)
Michael Kanavy, Katelyn Ho� 

— EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS —
January 18 at 4:00pm (SP)

Art Bannon, Anna Gasper, Ronette & John Hillenbrand, 
Anita Stotlemyer

January 18 at 5:30pm  (A)
Carroll Gorman, Nancy Salinski, Annette Marlinga, 

Pat Adamski, Mary Schubert, Jane Beistel, Don Martin

January 19 at 7:00am  (SP)
Chris Falki, Patrick Kelly, Heidi Rodgers, 

Kathy Evans, Don Wolbert

January 19 at 9:30am (A)
Donna Scholz, Tom Knight, Dona Waldron, Mary Ann Gibbons, 

Sydnee Bagovich, Elaine Francis, Donna Zolkiewicz

January 19 at 11:00am (SP)
Sharon Gaitens, Tom & Dorothy Koger, Paula Kelly, Nicole Seitz

ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE — FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27  during the school day from 8:30am 
to 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school and 
see the academic excellence and Christian values that 
distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the award-  
winning teaching, technology and faith formation that 
enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

CHRISTMAS SCHOOL LITURGY 
Fr. Gizler, Fr. Murhammer and Fr. Scheib concelebrated 
the Christmas Mass on the last day of school before 
Christmas vacation. Fr. John’s sermon took the form of a 
quiz about the Christmas Story when students and 2 
teachers were called forward to answer questions. This 
has become a tradition with Fr. John and is a wonderful 
way to review the facts of the narrative of the Birth of 
Jesus. After Mass, the school presented farewell cards to 
Fr. Murhammer who celebrated his last Mass with the 

children. The Christmas celebration ended with the 
conclusion of the school’s Christmas Novena at the 
GRACE program.

CHRISTMAS WRAP-UP
• Congratulations to Miss McGaughey and Mrs. Niebel 

for a wonderful Christmas Concert. The show's 
theme was “Traditions.” 1st through 5th graders sang 
traditional Christmas songs and everyone in the 
band had a solo performance.

• The Christmas Novena had the theme of Angels in 
the Gospels and the lobby tree also had an angel 
theme and was decorated beautifully with a wide 
variety of angels.

• Kindergarten had its own Christmas performance. 
The little ones sang and danced to their favorite 
Christmas songs.

• Preschool held a Birthday Party for Jesus and invited 
their shepherds in 8th grade to make Advent wreaths 
and exchange Christmas cards. They also held a 
Birthday Party for Jesus. Families made ornaments 
and played Christmas bingo. They also sang Happy 
Birthday to Jesus!

• Middle Schoolers decorated their classroom doors in 
hopes of winning a dress-down day. 7A and Spanish 
(done by the 8th grade boys and Isabella were the 
winners).

• Student Council held a wear your favorite Christmas 
outfit to benefit Toys for Tots. Over $200 was raised.

• 2A students finished their classes before Christmas 
with two fun activities. They each made a personal 
Nativity set and completed their lesson on circuitry 
by creating a light-up Christmas tree.
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WHAT IS SAFE2SAY SOMETHING?
St. Philip School is participating in the Safe2Say Something 
program, a youth violence prevention program run by 
the Pennsylvania O�ce of Attorney General. The 
program teaches youth and adults how to recognize 
warning signs and signals, especially within social 
media, from individuals who may be a threat to them-
selves or others and to “say something” BEFORE it is too 
late. With Safe2Say Something, it’s easy and confidential to 
report safety concerns to help prevent violence and 
tragedies.

Here’s how it works:
• Submit an anonymous tip report through the 

Safe2SaySomething system.
• Crisis center reviews, assesses and processes all 

submissions.
• Crisis center sends all submissions to school 

administration and/or law enforcement for 
intervention.

• If needed, crisis center may contact tipster 
anonymously through the app.

NEXT WEEKEND – SPECIAL COLLECTION
The Diocese of Pittsburgh is home to two nationally recog-
nized educational programs for children with special 
needs: St. Anthony School Programs and DePaul School for 
Hearing and Speech (formerly known as The DePaul 
Institute). A special collection to benefit these two organiza-
tions will take place next weekend, January 18-19 at all 
Masses.

St. Anthony School Program provides an inclusive educa-
tion to children with Autism Spectrum Disorder, Down’s 
Syndrome, or other Intellectual Disabilities in five elemen-
tary/intermediate classrooms, secondary classrooms and 
one post-secondary program at Duquesne University.

DePaul School for Hearing and Speech provides Listening 
and Spoken Language (LSL) education to children who are 
deaf or hard of hearing. Without the use of sign language, 
DePaul students learn to listen and speak and successfully 
transition to their neighborhood schools alongside their 
peers with typical hearing.

Not only does your donation help St. Anthony School 
Programs and DePaul School for Hearing and Speech to 
further their goals of providing quality educational 
programs and services to their students but the proceeds 
from this collection will be credited to our 2019 Parish Share 
Assessment.  Please be as generous as you can.

2019 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

If you would like a Statement of your Contributions to 

St. Philip Parish for 2019, please fill out the form below 

and forward it to us along with a self-addressed 

stamped letter-size envelope and a list of your contri-

butions will be mailed to you as quickly as possible.  If 

we do not receive a return envelope, we will hold the 

statement for you to pick up at the Parish O�ce. Please 

mark “IRS” on the envelope addressed to the Parish 

O�ce. We thank you for your cooperation.

2019 IRS Contribution Statement

Envelope #:____________  Phone #: _________________________

Name: ______________________________________________________

CHRISTMAS FLORAL MEMORIALS
The following Intentions are additions to those 
included in the special Christmas Memorial Booklet:

In Memory of Galon & McConnell Families by Galon Family

In Memory of My Parents, Mr. & Mrs. Ronald McGinley and My 
Brother, Jack by Judith McGinley

In Memory of the Deceased Members of the Schnelbach Family by 
Theresa Schnelbach

2020 Calendar Luncheon Party: You are invited to the 19th annual Calendar 
Party Luncheon which will be held Sunday, March 8, 2020 from 1:00pm to 
3:00pm at Bishop Canevin High School. Doors will open at 11:30am. Admis-
sion is $20 per person. Reservations are required. If you are unable to attend 
but would like to support this event, you can help us by:

- Donating Chinese Auction Baskets,
- Donating  Gift Cards or other items to be used for Door Prizes,
- Helping to set up and/or clean up,
- Volunteer to work the event (help sell Chinese Auction, Table 

Centerpiece Auction and 50/50 Ra�e Tickets; help serve lunch).

Please contact Regina McDonald at 412-771-0667 or Barb Hendrick at 
412-608-7752 for more information.
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ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE — FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27  during the school day from 8:30am 
to 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school and 
see the academic excellence and Christian values that 
distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the award-  
winning teaching, technology and faith formation that 
enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

CHRISTMAS SCHOOL LITURGY 
Fr. Gizler, Fr. Murhammer and Fr. Scheib concelebrated 
the Christmas Mass on the last day of school before 
Christmas vacation. Fr. John’s sermon took the form of a 
quiz about the Christmas Story when students and 2 
teachers were called forward to answer questions. This 
has become a tradition with Fr. John and is a wonderful 
way to review the facts of the narrative of the Birth of 
Jesus. After Mass, the school presented farewell cards to 
Fr. Murhammer who celebrated his last Mass with the 

children. The Christmas celebration ended with the 
conclusion of the school’s Christmas Novena at the 
GRACE program.

CHRISTMAS WRAP-UP
• Congratulations to Miss McGaughey and Mrs. Niebel 

for a wonderful Christmas Concert. The show's 
theme was “Traditions.” 1st through 5th graders sang 
traditional Christmas songs and everyone in the 
band had a solo performance.

• The Christmas Novena had the theme of Angels in 
the Gospels and the lobby tree also had an angel 
theme and was decorated beautifully with a wide 
variety of angels.

• Kindergarten had its own Christmas performance. 
The little ones sang and danced to their favorite 
Christmas songs.

• Preschool held a Birthday Party for Jesus and invited 
their shepherds in 8th grade to make Advent wreaths 
and exchange Christmas cards. They also held a 
Birthday Party for Jesus. Families made ornaments 
and played Christmas bingo. They also sang Happy 
Birthday to Jesus!

• Middle Schoolers decorated their classroom doors in 
hopes of winning a dress-down day. 7A and Spanish 
(done by the 8th grade boys and Isabella were the 
winners).

• Student Council held a wear your favorite Christmas 
outfit to benefit Toys for Tots. Over $200 was raised.

• 2A students finished their classes before Christmas 
with two fun activities. They each made a personal 
Nativity set and completed their lesson on circuitry 
by creating a light-up Christmas tree.
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WHAT IS SAFE2SAY SOMETHING?
St. Philip School is participating in the Safe2Say Something 
program, a youth violence prevention program run by 
the Pennsylvania O�ce of Attorney General. The 
program teaches youth and adults how to recognize 
warning signs and signals, especially within social 
media, from individuals who may be a threat to them-
selves or others and to “say something” BEFORE it is too 
late. With Safe2Say Something, it’s easy and confidential to 
report safety concerns to help prevent violence and 
tragedies.

Here’s how it works:
• Submit an anonymous tip report through the 

Safe2SaySomething system.
• Crisis center reviews, assesses and processes all 

submissions.
• Crisis center sends all submissions to school 

administration and/or law enforcement for 
intervention.

• If needed, crisis center may contact tipster 
anonymously through the app.

REST IN PEACE
We o�er our sympathy to the families of 

Frances Murrman, Thomas F. Nau, Alice 

Marie Simpronio and Margaret Barker who 

entered into eternal life. Please keep them in 

your prayers.

We also ask your prayers for Joseph A. Fillip, 

brother of Peggy Kimberling of our Parish, 

who recently passed away.

A Special Appointment
Congratulations to our Pastor, Fr. John 

Gizler, who was recently appointed by 

Bishop Zubik to the Diocesan Presbyteral 

Council. Fr. Gizler was elected by his 

brother priests to serve a five-year term on 

this council. The Presbyteral Council is the 

most important consultative body that 

advises Bishop Zubik in his ministry as 

Bishop of the Diocese of Pittsburgh. This 

council is to aid the bishop in the gover-

nance of the diocese, in order that the 

pastoral welfare of the portion of people of 

God entrusted to him may be promoted as 

e�ectively as possible.  Fr. Gizler’s appoint-

ment was e�ective January 1, 2020.

Sanctuary     Lamp

ADVERTISER of the Week 

NEXT WEEKEND – SPECIAL COLLECTION
The Diocese of Pittsburgh is home to two nationally recog-
nized educational programs for children with special 
needs: St. Anthony School Programs and DePaul School for 
Hearing and Speech (formerly known as The DePaul 
Institute). A special collection to benefit these two organiza-
tions will take place next weekend, January 18-19 at all 
Masses.

St. Anthony School Program provides an inclusive educa-
tion to children with Autism Spectrum Disorder, Down’s 
Syndrome, or other Intellectual Disabilities in five elemen-
tary/intermediate classrooms, secondary classrooms and 
one post-secondary program at Duquesne University.

DePaul School for Hearing and Speech provides Listening 
and Spoken Language (LSL) education to children who are 
deaf or hard of hearing. Without the use of sign language, 
DePaul students learn to listen and speak and successfully 
transition to their neighborhood schools alongside their 
peers with typical hearing.

Not only does your donation help St. Anthony School 
Programs and DePaul School for Hearing and Speech to 
further their goals of providing quality educational 
programs and services to their students but the proceeds 
from this collection will be credited to our 2019 Parish Share 
Assessment.  Please be as generous as you can.

2019 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

If you would like a Statement of your Contributions to 

St. Philip Parish for 2019, please fill out the form below 

and forward it to us along with a self-addressed 

stamped letter-size envelope and a list of your contri-

butions will be mailed to you as quickly as possible.  If 

we do not receive a return envelope, we will hold the 

statement for you to pick up at the Parish O�ce. Please 

mark “IRS” on the envelope addressed to the Parish 

O�ce. We thank you for your cooperation.

2019 IRS Contribution Statement

Envelope #:____________  Phone #: _________________________

Name: ______________________________________________________

Living the PASCHAL MYSTERY 

at St. Philip burns In Loving Memory of 
Manuel J. Viola

O�ered by Jane & Bob Chuma

at Ascension burns In Loving Memory of 
James M. O’Connor, Sr.
O�ered by Wife, Cathy

OHIO VALLEY PRIMARY CARE

CRAFTON-INGRAM OUTPATIENT CENTER

Thank you for helping to underwrite the 
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.

Baptism is an ancient practice with some roots in the Essene 
community and in the ministry of John. Many of those ancient Jewish 
people who felt a need to repent of sin and experience forgiveness 
were baptized by John in the Jordan. How strange then that Jesus, too, 
went to John to be baptized. This has been a theological quandary ever 
since. Each evangelist handles the matter in a slightly di�erent way, 
with the Gospel of John skipping the baptism altogether, so that John 
simply testifies to Jesus as the Lamb of God! Baptism will be the way 
new members, too, are grafted on to this people of God, in imitation of 
Jesus himself. At the conclusion of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus commands 
the Eleven to go to the nations (Gentiles) and make disciples by 
baptizing them. We see baptism then as a dying to a former way of life 
and living now for God. Once baptized we are welcomed into the 
family of God, living a life in the Spirit, the same Spirit that animated 
the ministry of Jesus. On this Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, let us 
recall the meaning of our own baptism and live lives worthy of that 
call. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

CHRISTMAS FLORAL MEMORIALS
The following Intentions are additions to those 
included in the special Christmas Memorial Booklet:

In Memory of Galon & McConnell Families by Galon Family

In Memory of My Parents, Mr. & Mrs. Ronald McGinley and My 
Brother, Jack by Judith McGinley

In Memory of the Deceased Members of the Schnelbach Family by 
Theresa Schnelbach

2020 Calendar Luncheon Party: You are invited to the 19th annual Calendar 
Party Luncheon which will be held Sunday, March 8, 2020 from 1:00pm to 
3:00pm at Bishop Canevin High School. Doors will open at 11:30am. Admis-
sion is $20 per person. Reservations are required. If you are unable to attend 
but would like to support this event, you can help us by:

- Donating Chinese Auction Baskets,
- Donating  Gift Cards or other items to be used for Door Prizes,
- Helping to set up and/or clean up,
- Volunteer to work the event (help sell Chinese Auction, Table 

Centerpiece Auction and 50/50 Ra�e Tickets; help serve lunch).

Please contact Regina McDonald at 412-771-0667 or Barb Hendrick at 
412-608-7752 for more information.



ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE — FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27  during the school day from 8:30am 
to 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school and 
see the academic excellence and Christian values that 
distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the award-  
winning teaching, technology and faith formation that 
enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

CHRISTMAS SCHOOL LITURGY 
Fr. Gizler, Fr. Murhammer and Fr. Scheib concelebrated 
the Christmas Mass on the last day of school before 
Christmas vacation. Fr. John’s sermon took the form of a 
quiz about the Christmas Story when students and 2 
teachers were called forward to answer questions. This 
has become a tradition with Fr. John and is a wonderful 
way to review the facts of the narrative of the Birth of 
Jesus. After Mass, the school presented farewell cards to 
Fr. Murhammer who celebrated his last Mass with the 

children. The Christmas celebration ended with the 
conclusion of the school’s Christmas Novena at the 
GRACE program.

CHRISTMAS WRAP-UP
• Congratulations to Miss McGaughey and Mrs. Niebel 

for a wonderful Christmas Concert. The show's 
theme was “Traditions.” 1st through 5th graders sang 
traditional Christmas songs and everyone in the 
band had a solo performance.

• The Christmas Novena had the theme of Angels in 
the Gospels and the lobby tree also had an angel 
theme and was decorated beautifully with a wide 
variety of angels.

• Kindergarten had its own Christmas performance. 
The little ones sang and danced to their favorite 
Christmas songs.

• Preschool held a Birthday Party for Jesus and invited 
their shepherds in 8th grade to make Advent wreaths 
and exchange Christmas cards. They also held a 
Birthday Party for Jesus. Families made ornaments 
and played Christmas bingo. They also sang Happy 
Birthday to Jesus!

• Middle Schoolers decorated their classroom doors in 
hopes of winning a dress-down day. 7A and Spanish 
(done by the 8th grade boys and Isabella were the 
winners).

• Student Council held a wear your favorite Christmas 
outfit to benefit Toys for Tots. Over $200 was raised.

• 2A students finished their classes before Christmas 
with two fun activities. They each made a personal 
Nativity set and completed their lesson on circuitry 
by creating a light-up Christmas tree.
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WHAT IS SAFE2SAY SOMETHING?
St. Philip School is participating in the Safe2Say Something 
program, a youth violence prevention program run by 
the Pennsylvania O�ce of Attorney General. The 
program teaches youth and adults how to recognize 
warning signs and signals, especially within social 
media, from individuals who may be a threat to them-
selves or others and to “say something” BEFORE it is too 
late. With Safe2Say Something, it’s easy and confidential to 
report safety concerns to help prevent violence and 
tragedies.

Here’s how it works:
• Submit an anonymous tip report through the 

Safe2SaySomething system.
• Crisis center reviews, assesses and processes all 

submissions.
• Crisis center sends all submissions to school 

administration and/or law enforcement for 
intervention.

• If needed, crisis center may contact tipster 
anonymously through the app.

Students created 
personal Nativity sets



ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE — FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27  during the school day from 8:30am 
to 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school and 
see the academic excellence and Christian values that 
distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the award-  
winning teaching, technology and faith formation that 
enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

CHRISTMAS SCHOOL LITURGY 
Fr. Gizler, Fr. Murhammer and Fr. Scheib concelebrated 
the Christmas Mass on the last day of school before 
Christmas vacation. Fr. John’s sermon took the form of a 
quiz about the Christmas Story when students and 2 
teachers were called forward to answer questions. This 
has become a tradition with Fr. John and is a wonderful 
way to review the facts of the narrative of the Birth of 
Jesus. After Mass, the school presented farewell cards to 
Fr. Murhammer who celebrated his last Mass with the 

children. The Christmas celebration ended with the 
conclusion of the school’s Christmas Novena at the 
GRACE program.

CHRISTMAS WRAP-UP
• Congratulations to Miss McGaughey and Mrs. Niebel 

for a wonderful Christmas Concert. The show's 
theme was “Traditions.” 1st through 5th graders sang 
traditional Christmas songs and everyone in the 
band had a solo performance.

• The Christmas Novena had the theme of Angels in 
the Gospels and the lobby tree also had an angel 
theme and was decorated beautifully with a wide 
variety of angels.

• Kindergarten had its own Christmas performance. 
The little ones sang and danced to their favorite 
Christmas songs.

• Preschool held a Birthday Party for Jesus and invited 
their shepherds in 8th grade to make Advent wreaths 
and exchange Christmas cards. They also held a 
Birthday Party for Jesus. Families made ornaments 
and played Christmas bingo. They also sang Happy 
Birthday to Jesus!

• Middle Schoolers decorated their classroom doors in 
hopes of winning a dress-down day. 7A and Spanish 
(done by the 8th grade boys and Isabella were the 
winners).

• Student Council held a wear your favorite Christmas 
outfit to benefit Toys for Tots. Over $200 was raised.

• 2A students finished their classes before Christmas 
with two fun activities. They each made a personal 
Nativity set and completed their lesson on circuitry 
by creating a light-up Christmas tree.
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WHAT IS SAFE2SAY SOMETHING?
St. Philip School is participating in the Safe2Say Something 
program, a youth violence prevention program run by 
the Pennsylvania O�ce of Attorney General. The 
program teaches youth and adults how to recognize 
warning signs and signals, especially within social 
media, from individuals who may be a threat to them-
selves or others and to “say something” BEFORE it is too 
late. With Safe2Say Something, it’s easy and confidential to 
report safety concerns to help prevent violence and 
tragedies.

Here’s how it works:
• Submit an anonymous tip report through the 

Safe2SaySomething system.
• Crisis center reviews, assesses and processes all 

submissions.
• Crisis center sends all submissions to school 

administration and/or law enforcement for 
intervention.

• If needed, crisis center may contact tipster 
anonymously through the app.

ST. PHILIP PARISH 

We don’t know who will play in this year’s Super 
Bowl yet, but we do know the game is scheduled 
for Sunday, Feb. 2, 2020 between the AFC and the 
NFC. We are having a Super Bowl Pool. The cost is 
$50 per block. There are 100 blocks in the pool.  We 

will have 4 payouts: 

1st Quarter score — $375
2nd Quarter score — $750
3rd Quarter score — $375

Final score — $1,000 

The names and numbers will be randomly drawn 
in advance. You will receive a copy of the complet-
ed pool prior to the Super Bowl. Don’t be left out. 

We already have blocks sold!! 

Purchase a block for yourself or partner with a 
friend. Please fill out the form below and return to 

the parish o�ce.  Thank you. 

ST. PHILIP SUPER BOWL POOL

_____ Square(s) @ $50 each   

Total enclosed ________________

I would like to name my block(s):

____________________________________________________
 

Name ____________________________________________

Phone number __________________________________

Email ____________________________________________

Students wear their favorite Christmas 
outfit to benefit Toys for Tots.

Preschool birthday party for Jesus!



ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE — FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27  during the school day from 8:30am 
to 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school and 
see the academic excellence and Christian values that 
distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the award-  
winning teaching, technology and faith formation that 
enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

CHRISTMAS SCHOOL LITURGY 
Fr. Gizler, Fr. Murhammer and Fr. Scheib concelebrated 
the Christmas Mass on the last day of school before 
Christmas vacation. Fr. John’s sermon took the form of a 
quiz about the Christmas Story when students and 2 
teachers were called forward to answer questions. This 
has become a tradition with Fr. John and is a wonderful 
way to review the facts of the narrative of the Birth of 
Jesus. After Mass, the school presented farewell cards to 
Fr. Murhammer who celebrated his last Mass with the 

A NOTE FROM MARYANN: Greetings and I hope this 
first week of 2020 has been a blessed one for you. The 
Gospel for this Sunday is one of my favorite scripture 
passages. In today’s Gospel, Jesus comes to John at the 
Jordan to be baptized. John tries to object but Jesus says 
to John, “Allow it for now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill 
all righteousness.” I like to think in times of challenge and 
stress, Jesus might say to me, “Allow it for now.” In hearing 
these words, I am reminded that God’s plan is always the 
better plan. I am reminded that God has a plan for my life 
and if I allow and invite God into the situation, the Glory 
of God is always revealed. As each of us begins daily 
routines and challenging tasks, may we be reminded that 
all we do gives Glory to God.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS:
• Religious Education classes started on January 6. We 

are now taking new registrations for those students 

who were not able to attend due to sports or other 

circumstances. Call 412-922-6388 for information.

• Parents are reminded of Religious Education Family 

Day to be held on Monday, January 13 at 7:00pm in 

the School. Fr. John Gizler will address parents on 

“Being a Catholic Family in 2020: Living our Catholic 

Faith Within our Busy Schedules.” Following the talk, all 

parents are invited to visit their child’s classroom for 

an activity. All are welcome.

• Confirmation Interviews with Fr. John Gizler began 

on Monday evening, January 6 and will continue on 

January 8, 9 & 15. Parents were recently mailed a 

reminder of information related to Confirmation 

Preparation. For questions, contact the O�ce of 

Faith Formation at 412-922-6388.

children. The Christmas celebration ended with the 
conclusion of the school’s Christmas Novena at the 
GRACE program.

CHRISTMAS WRAP-UP
• Congratulations to Miss McGaughey and Mrs. Niebel 

for a wonderful Christmas Concert. The show's 
theme was “Traditions.” 1st through 5th graders sang 
traditional Christmas songs and everyone in the 
band had a solo performance.

• The Christmas Novena had the theme of Angels in 
the Gospels and the lobby tree also had an angel 
theme and was decorated beautifully with a wide 
variety of angels.

• Kindergarten had its own Christmas performance. 
The little ones sang and danced to their favorite 
Christmas songs.

• Preschool held a Birthday Party for Jesus and invited 
their shepherds in 8th grade to make Advent wreaths 
and exchange Christmas cards. They also held a 
Birthday Party for Jesus. Families made ornaments 
and played Christmas bingo. They also sang Happy 
Birthday to Jesus!

• Middle Schoolers decorated their classroom doors in 
hopes of winning a dress-down day. 7A and Spanish 
(done by the 8th grade boys and Isabella were the 
winners).

• Student Council held a wear your favorite Christmas 
outfit to benefit Toys for Tots. Over $200 was raised.

• 2A students finished their classes before Christmas 
with two fun activities. They each made a personal 
Nativity set and completed their lesson on circuitry 
by creating a light-up Christmas tree.

NEW FOR 2020-TRAVEL MINISTRY:
Join Fr. John B. Gizler, III and St. Philip Parish on Wednes-
day, May 27, 2020 for a one day trip to Erie with Wendt 
Touring. The bus will depart Ascension Parking Lot at 
7:00am and return home at approximately 8:00pm.  

Highlights of the trip include:
• Mass with Fr. Gizler at St. Peter Cathedral upon 
  arrival,
• Luncheon Paddlewheel Boat Cruise,
• A visit to historic St. Patrick Church: home to life size 
Stations of the Cross,

• Visit to a local winery for sampling and shopping.

Cost is $99 per person and is due by April 25 
(first-come-first-served). Limit 50 people. Make checks 
payable to Wendt Touring and send to Ministry Chair-
person: Annette Marlinga, 32 Valois Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA. 15205. For questions, call the O�ce of Faith Formation 
at 412-922-6388 or see flier on page 11 or at the Church 
entrances.
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Education

Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education  
412-922-6388 stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

WHAT IS SAFE2SAY SOMETHING?
St. Philip School is participating in the Safe2Say Something 
program, a youth violence prevention program run by 
the Pennsylvania O�ce of Attorney General. The 
program teaches youth and adults how to recognize 
warning signs and signals, especially within social 
media, from individuals who may be a threat to them-
selves or others and to “say something” BEFORE it is too 
late. With Safe2Say Something, it’s easy and confidential to 
report safety concerns to help prevent violence and 
tragedies.

Here’s how it works:
• Submit an anonymous tip report through the 

Safe2SaySomething system.
• Crisis center reviews, assesses and processes all 

submissions.
• Crisis center sends all submissions to school 

administration and/or law enforcement for 
intervention.

• If needed, crisis center may contact tipster 
anonymously through the app.



ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE — FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27  during the school day from 8:30am 
to 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school and 
see the academic excellence and Christian values that 
distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the award-  
winning teaching, technology and faith formation that 
enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

CHRISTMAS SCHOOL LITURGY 
Fr. Gizler, Fr. Murhammer and Fr. Scheib concelebrated 
the Christmas Mass on the last day of school before 
Christmas vacation. Fr. John’s sermon took the form of a 
quiz about the Christmas Story when students and 2 
teachers were called forward to answer questions. This 
has become a tradition with Fr. John and is a wonderful 
way to review the facts of the narrative of the Birth of 
Jesus. After Mass, the school presented farewell cards to 
Fr. Murhammer who celebrated his last Mass with the 

children. The Christmas celebration ended with the 
conclusion of the school’s Christmas Novena at the 
GRACE program.

CHRISTMAS WRAP-UP
• Congratulations to Miss McGaughey and Mrs. Niebel 

for a wonderful Christmas Concert. The show's 
theme was “Traditions.” 1st through 5th graders sang 
traditional Christmas songs and everyone in the 
band had a solo performance.

• The Christmas Novena had the theme of Angels in 
the Gospels and the lobby tree also had an angel 
theme and was decorated beautifully with a wide 
variety of angels.

• Kindergarten had its own Christmas performance. 
The little ones sang and danced to their favorite 
Christmas songs.

• Preschool held a Birthday Party for Jesus and invited 
their shepherds in 8th grade to make Advent wreaths 
and exchange Christmas cards. They also held a 
Birthday Party for Jesus. Families made ornaments 
and played Christmas bingo. They also sang Happy 
Birthday to Jesus!

• Middle Schoolers decorated their classroom doors in 
hopes of winning a dress-down day. 7A and Spanish 
(done by the 8th grade boys and Isabella were the 
winners).

• Student Council held a wear your favorite Christmas 
outfit to benefit Toys for Tots. Over $200 was raised.

• 2A students finished their classes before Christmas 
with two fun activities. They each made a personal 
Nativity set and completed their lesson on circuitry 
by creating a light-up Christmas tree.

St. Philip Catholic Parish  |  11

WHAT IS SAFE2SAY SOMETHING?
St. Philip School is participating in the Safe2Say Something 
program, a youth violence prevention program run by 
the Pennsylvania O�ce of Attorney General. The 
program teaches youth and adults how to recognize 
warning signs and signals, especially within social 
media, from individuals who may be a threat to them-
selves or others and to “say something” BEFORE it is too 
late. With Safe2Say Something, it’s easy and confidential to 
report safety concerns to help prevent violence and 
tragedies.

Here’s how it works:
• Submit an anonymous tip report through the 

Safe2SaySomething system.
• Crisis center reviews, assesses and processes all 

submissions.
• Crisis center sends all submissions to school 

administration and/or law enforcement for 
intervention.

• If needed, crisis center may contact tipster 
anonymously through the app.



ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE — FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding an Open House on 
Sunday, January 26 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm and 
Monday, January 27  during the school day from 8:30am 
to 1:30pm. Visitors are welcome to tour the school and 
see the academic excellence and Christian values that 
distinguish St. Philip School. Experience the award-  
winning teaching, technology and faith formation that 
enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

GRACE PROGRAM
Our January celebration will be held during Catholic 
Schools Week. Enrollment may be made by placing your 
request in the collection basket or sending it to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment deadline for the January GRACE 
program is January 15. Any donation is gratefully accept-
ed and directly benefits the school. 

CHRISTMAS SCHOOL LITURGY 
Fr. Gizler, Fr. Murhammer and Fr. Scheib concelebrated 
the Christmas Mass on the last day of school before 
Christmas vacation. Fr. John’s sermon took the form of a 
quiz about the Christmas Story when students and 2 
teachers were called forward to answer questions. This 
has become a tradition with Fr. John and is a wonderful 
way to review the facts of the narrative of the Birth of 
Jesus. After Mass, the school presented farewell cards to 
Fr. Murhammer who celebrated his last Mass with the 

children. The Christmas celebration ended with the 
conclusion of the school’s Christmas Novena at the 
GRACE program.

CHRISTMAS WRAP-UP
• Congratulations to Miss McGaughey and Mrs. Niebel 

for a wonderful Christmas Concert. The show's 
theme was “Traditions.” 1st through 5th graders sang 
traditional Christmas songs and everyone in the 
band had a solo performance.

• The Christmas Novena had the theme of Angels in 
the Gospels and the lobby tree also had an angel 
theme and was decorated beautifully with a wide 
variety of angels.

• Kindergarten had its own Christmas performance. 
The little ones sang and danced to their favorite 
Christmas songs.

• Preschool held a Birthday Party for Jesus and invited 
their shepherds in 8th grade to make Advent wreaths 
and exchange Christmas cards. They also held a 
Birthday Party for Jesus. Families made ornaments 
and played Christmas bingo. They also sang Happy 
Birthday to Jesus!

• Middle Schoolers decorated their classroom doors in 
hopes of winning a dress-down day. 7A and Spanish 
(done by the 8th grade boys and Isabella were the 
winners).

• Student Council held a wear your favorite Christmas 
outfit to benefit Toys for Tots. Over $200 was raised.

• 2A students finished their classes before Christmas 
with two fun activities. They each made a personal 
Nativity set and completed their lesson on circuitry 
by creating a light-up Christmas tree.

ST. PHILIP MEN’S FELLOWSHIP — Men of St. Philip 
Parish are welcome to join us in January as we discuss 
the Epiphany, Christ’s Baptism and pro-life topics relat-
ed to this month’s church calendar. We meet every 
Wednesday at the parish o�ce meeting room (114 Berry 
Street, 2nd floor) from 7:00pm to 8:30pm. For more infor-
mation, contact Bob Bertocchi at 412-335-2356 or               
r.bertocchi@aespj.com.

COUPON MINISTRY — As we begin this New Year, 
January 2020, we were able to donate 257 items to the    
St. Vincent de Paul and Crafton-Ingram Food Banks. The 
RETAIL cost of those items came to $617.81. The SALE 
price was $331.23 and the out of pocket cost came to 
$181.63. As you are blessed in this new year and new 
decade, in turn be a blessing to others, especially our 
neighbors in need. Have a wonderful 2020.  – Anita O.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE — When 
our friends in need are trying to pay large bills to prevent 
utility shut-o�s or evictions, they often need to seek help 
from multiple organizations in order to raise the money 
needed to address their problem. Like our own St. Philip 
Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, many 
charitable organizations are unable to fill large requests 
due to the fact that they are working with limited 
resources and trying to help as many people as possible.

When we are assisting a friend in need with a large mon-
etary request, we not only do so by contributing money, 
but also by o�ering counseling to lead them in the direc-
tion of other organizations that may be able to help.  
One such resource that we encourage our clients to 
utilize when they are facing housing instability is the 
Pennsylvania Department of Human Resources’ Emer-
gency Shelter Allowance.  

The Emergency Shelter Allowance (ESA) provides grants 
of $100 to $400 for people who are homeless or who are 
at risk of being homeless (for example, facing eviction or 
foreclosure). An ESA grant can be obtained once per 

year. There are income criteria that you must meet in 
order to qualify, but you do not have to currently be on 
public assistance in order to obtain an ESA grant.  

For more information on the ESA program, visit            
www.justhar vest .org/get-help/welfare-cl ient- 
resources/emergency-shelter-assistance, call or visit the 
nearest County Assistance O�ce at 332 Fifth Avenue (2nd 
Floor), Pittsburgh, PA 15222 (phone: 412-565-2232).

Last week, your generous donations enabled us to assist 
one household with $86 for a water bill. We were also 
able to deliver a truck full of donated clothing, furniture 
and household goods to the Madonna Hope House in 
Tunnelton, West Virginia on January 11. Thank you for 
your continued support of our friends in need both here 
and in Appalachia.

If you would like to make a monetary donation or a 
donation of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please place your 
donation in one of the poor boxes or mail them to the 
parish o�ce at 114 Berry Street. If you would like to make 
a donation of furniture or household goods, please call 
or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 or email us at svdp. 
saint.philip@gmail.com to arrange a pickup. If you 
would like to donate clothing, shoes or accessories, you 
can call, text or email us to arrange a pickup, or your 
donation can be placed in the blue bins in front of the 
Hope House at St. Philip. Please do not place any other 
items in those bins or leave anything on the sidewalk.  
Also, we are always looking for volunteers! If you’d like 
to join us in helping our friends in need, please call, text 
or email us or stop by one of our meetings, which is held 
every Tuesday evening at 6:30pm in the Hope House 
located on the St. Philip campus.

As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of 
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.

Ministries 
& Societies
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WHAT IS SAFE2SAY SOMETHING?
St. Philip School is participating in the Safe2Say Something 
program, a youth violence prevention program run by 
the Pennsylvania O�ce of Attorney General. The 
program teaches youth and adults how to recognize 
warning signs and signals, especially within social 
media, from individuals who may be a threat to them-
selves or others and to “say something” BEFORE it is too 
late. With Safe2Say Something, it’s easy and confidential to 
report safety concerns to help prevent violence and 
tragedies.

Here’s how it works:
• Submit an anonymous tip report through the 

Safe2SaySomething system.
• Crisis center reviews, assesses and processes all 

submissions.
• Crisis center sends all submissions to school 

administration and/or law enforcement for 
intervention.

• If needed, crisis center may contact tipster 
anonymously through the app.
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Thank You!
The magical Santaland Railroad is a memory until it 

returns to town again next year. We thank Nicholas 

Archacki and crew for their time and talent in setting up 

our wonderful display and also to all those who came, 

enjoyed and made free-will donations. Through your 

generosity, we collected $1,123.00 and 17 bags of food 

items which will be distributed equally to the St. Philip 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul and the Crafton-Ingram 

Food Banks.
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JIM & LOU TORCASI
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Roofing • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
 922-0543 922-8044Parishioners

 COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh
 412-921-4504 Pharmacy 921-7250

 THORNWOOD VETERINARY HOSPITAL
 (1/4 mile west of the Thornburg Bridge)
 RAYMOND J. SCHUERGER, D.V.M.
 (412) 921-1474 • 4211 Steubenville Pike • Pittsburgh

 (412) 928-2757
 www.olandertree.com
 TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
 GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
 STUMP GRINDING
Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

HERSHBERGER
STOVER INC
FUNERAL HOME

CREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213
170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FD

 A Veteran Owned
 Funeral Home

ROBERT M. DUNN, Exclusive Agent
Allstate Insurance Company

279 W. Steuben Street • Pittsburgh
412.922.1122

robertdunn@allstate.com

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
Driveways • Basement Floors

Steps • Sidewalks • etc.
Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway

Stone • Lawncare • Licensed and Insured
(412) 921-5685

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

www.westhillslaw.com

West Hills Law
412-329-6959

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
 • DUI
 • Personal Injury
 • Estate Planning
 • Estate Administration
 5021 Noblestown Rd.
 Oakdale, PA

“CALL THE DOCTOR”
D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers

(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Diane McConaghy, REALTOR®, Associate Broker
1187 Thorn Run Rd. Ext. • Suite 400 • Coraopolis, PA 15108

Office: (724) 933-6300, Ext. 826 • Cell: (412) 719-7732
E-mail: dianeremaxselect@gmail.com Parishioner

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.
State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs
4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service

email: schuler293@comcast.com website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

45 Years of Quality Service

Compliments
 of an

Anonymous 
Donor

Keith Lynn • klynn@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6462
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WOLBERT
AUTO BODY & REPAIR

– Family Business –
Serving the community

for over 40 years
 Pennsylvania
 State Inspection
 24-Hour
 Emergency Towing

 922-8898
47 East Crafton Ave.

 Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
 4245 Steubenville Pike
 Pittsburgh, PA 15205

 (412) 922-2171

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE

Family Owned Since 1959 
 We do PA State Inspections
 and general auto repairs.
 Bus stops at door.

3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309
www.schneidersauto.com

 BRUNI PLUMBING, INC
 Thomas Bruni
 Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified
412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.
 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705
 John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral Director • Anthony G. Staab, Supervisor

Family Owned
Since 1886

 William F. Conroy PatriCk m. mCGoWan
 Funeral Director/Supervisor Funeral Director

Pre-PlanninG • traditional & Cremation ServiCeS

2944 Chartiers Avenue   Phone: 412-331-5192
www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com

 ~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

 Charles H. Sakai
 Family Dentistry

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411

(412) 596-4346

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–

GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road

(412) 771-4151 McKees Rocks

 Murphy s Family Dentistry
 Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.
 412-331-6712 
 2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber Shop
Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner

412-458-5357
3 W. Prospect Ave. 

(across from Ingram Busway)

PAINTING
Interior - Exterior 
35 years experience

(412) 403-2099
Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner

License: PA133887

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc. 
b. david mcdermott, supervisor / parishioner       412.921.3661  165 noble ave., crafton pa 15205 

 

www.schepnermcdermott.com
Accepting insurance assignments and most major credit cards.Caring Since 1886 

CREMATION OPTIONS
Financing Available
(subject to credit approval)

CRAFTONIAN HALL 
ON PREMISES

Memorial Lunches & All Occasions

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 Family Owned & Operated
 Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700
4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~
APPLIANCE

SERVICE CENTER
tOver 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

“The Appliance Experts”
WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

Flowers For 
All Occasions

600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100
www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.


