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OUR 2020 MASS BOOK IS AGAIN OPEN
Since we are now reasonably sure that everyone who 
wanted to schedule a Mass in 2020 has been given ample 
opportunity to do so, we are once again opening the 
2020 Mass Book to those who wish to schedule addition-
al Masses. Mass Request Forms are in the church vesti-
bules. Parishioners may schedule one (1) additional 
Sunday Mass Intention and (1) additional weekday Mass.  

Please keep in mind that Masses are not only for the 
deceased but may be o�ered for Wedding Anniversaries, 
Birthdays, etc.

Church Cleaning for E�ter
We will be cleaning St. Philip 
Church in preparation for 
Easter on Thursday evening, 
March 26. Please keep this date 
in mind and consider lending 
us a hand. Watch the bulletin 
for details.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING SESSION
Diocesan policy dictates that any adult ministering or 
volunteering in a parish or school (lectors, ushers, 
Eucharistic Ministers, choir members, cantors, CCD 
teachers and volunteers, fundraiser helpers, such as Fish 
Fry, flea market, etc.) is required to take a 3-hour work-
shop titled, “Protecting God’s Children.” This is a onetime 
training session. If you have not previously completed 
this workshop, you are encouraged to attend the upcom-
ing session here at St. Philip Parish on Monday, March 23 
at 6:30pm in Conner Hall of Ascension Worship Site. 
Contact Maureen Takach at 412-922-6300 x 6 to register.

If you are unable to attend this session, one will be 
o�ered on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30pm at St. Pius X, 
Brookline. Participants MUST register by calling Patty 
Schwerin at 412-563-0858. This class may also be taken 
online. See www.diopitt.org.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS this weekend at 
2:00am Sunday morning. Remember to set your clocks 
ahead an hour.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Lent: 

Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 
ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the tempta-
tions of the Evil One.  It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using 
the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God, and penance.

Renewing Ourselves In Lent Through Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving 
Prayer: The more we knock, the more the door of our awareness opens.  
How will we commit to daily prayer? How do we prepare ourselves for 
the Sunday liturgy each week? How can we strengthen our participation 
at Mass? List three ways in which you will renew your commitment to 
pray in Lent.

Fasting: Fasting means consuming less. Abstinence means avoiding a 
certain kind of thing, such as meat or television.  Fasting and abstinence 
disciplines the body to rely less on the things of this world, and creates a 
greater dependence on God. List three ways in which you will renew 
yourself through fasting in Lent.

Almsgiving: We generally think of almsgiving as a financial contribution.  
But we can give our time and talent as well as our treasure. How do we 
spend our time? What are our talents that we can share? What do we 
treasure? List three ways in which you will renew yourself through shar-
ing your time, talents and treasure in Lent.           Continued on page 13

St. Philip Church
50 West Crafton Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Ascension Worship Site
114 Berry Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

St. Philip School
52 West Crafton Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
www.spsangelway.org

Forgiveness “To forgive another person from the heart is an 
act of liberation. We set that person free from the negative 
bonds that exist between us. We say, “I no longer hold your 
o�ense against you.” We also free ourselves from the 
burden of being the “o�ended one.” As long as we do not 
forgive those who have wounded us, we carry them 
with us, or worse, pull them as a heavy load. The great 
temptation is to cling in anger to our enemies and then 
define ourselves as being o�ended and wounded by 
them. Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the 
other but also ourselves. (Fr. Henri Nouwen)

MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Are you still looking for ways to make your Lenten 
journey more meaningful? Here are some suggestions 
to improve your spiritual regimen:

• Exercise your patience today in all things.

• Do not make any complaints today.

• Avoid any gossip, instead say extra prayers to 

 overcome this fault.

• Practice humility in all your actions. 

• Be generous and help someone in need.

• Do a job that needs to be done without being 
  asked.

• Visit someone who is sick, in a hospital, nursing 
  facility or assisted living facility.

• Tell the truth in all your dealings.

• Avoid vanity or self-centered actions.

• Be courageous; walk away from impure situations. 



MASS SCHEDULE  
Masses are held at St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship Site
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CONFESSION  
O�ered Saturdays from 12:15pm to 
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS  
Baptism: A seminar is required for 
first-time parents. Baptisms are 
celebrated on the first and third 
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at  
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension 
Worship Site. Please call the Religious 
Education O�ce at 412-922-6388 for 
more information.

Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted 
six months in advance of wedding. 
Participation in Pre-Cana Program 
required. Please contact the Parish 
Priests for more information.

Anointing of the Sick: Following a 
weekend Mass and on the last 
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at 
Ascension Worship Site.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA): Call the O�ce of Religious 
Education for more information.

Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the 
Parish Priests for more information.

Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a 
person who has been hurt by abuse from 
clergy or others associated with the Church, 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh o�ers assistance 
with counseling, spiritual direction and 
referrals to other supportive services.

For information, contact our Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.

Protecting God’s Children — 
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235

CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse

Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.

Envelopes Issued:  1,356             

Regular Collection, March 1:  $12,628

Mass Count, March 1:  1,157 

LOCATION TIME  MASS INTENTION  OFFERED BY

SATURDAY, MARCH 7 — LENTEN WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Paul S. Korol  Wife, Claudia

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Gary Dillon  Mother & Father, John 

       & Margaret Dillon

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Raymond F. Best  Terry Ann Best

SUNDAY, MARCH 8 — SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT    

St. Philip 7:00am  Deceased of Shields &  Mark W. Shields

    Englert Families

Ascension 9:30am  Heidi Schroeder  Rita & Jerry Crowley

St. Philip 11:00am  James R. Reilly  Family

MONDAY, MARCH 9 — LENTEN WEEKDAY     

St. Philip 8:00am  Vincent G. Palmiere  Family

TUESDAY, MARCH 10 — LENTEN WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Mary Kiefer  Margaret Todd

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11 — LENTEN WEEKDAY    

St. Philip 8:00am  Frank & Jean Daily  Family

THURSDAY, MARCH 12 — LENTEN WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Jean Landon  Rich Baroni & Barb Miller

FRIDAY, MARCH 13 — LENTEN WEEKDAY     

St. Philip 8:00am  Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

SATURDAY, MARCH 14 — LENTEN WEEKDAY    

Ascension 8:00am  Jerry Bussard  Wife, Mary Ann

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Robert & Je�rey Bronder Bronder Family

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Rose & Ed Hendrick  Children

SUNDAY, MARCH 15 — THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT        

St. Philip 7:00am  Michael Surma  Wife, Josephine Surma

Ascension 9:30am  Margaret & Albert Butter Ray & Paula Butter

St. Philip 11:00am  David Stanchak  Dottie Rayburg

OUR 2020 MASS BOOK IS AGAIN OPEN
Since we are now reasonably sure that everyone who 
wanted to schedule a Mass in 2020 has been given ample 
opportunity to do so, we are once again opening the 
2020 Mass Book to those who wish to schedule addition-
al Masses. Mass Request Forms are in the church vesti-
bules. Parishioners may schedule one (1) additional 
Sunday Mass Intention and (1) additional weekday Mass.  

Please keep in mind that Masses are not only for the 
deceased but may be o�ered for Wedding Anniversaries, 
Birthdays, etc.

Church Cleaning for E�ter
We will be cleaning St. Philip 
Church in preparation for 
Easter on Thursday evening, 
March 26. Please keep this date 
in mind and consider lending 
us a hand. Watch the bulletin 
for details.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING SESSION
Diocesan policy dictates that any adult ministering or 
volunteering in a parish or school (lectors, ushers, 
Eucharistic Ministers, choir members, cantors, CCD 
teachers and volunteers, fundraiser helpers, such as Fish 
Fry, flea market, etc.) is required to take a 3-hour work-
shop titled, “Protecting God’s Children.” This is a onetime 
training session. If you have not previously completed 
this workshop, you are encouraged to attend the upcom-
ing session here at St. Philip Parish on Monday, March 23 
at 6:30pm in Conner Hall of Ascension Worship Site. 
Contact Maureen Takach at 412-922-6300 x 6 to register.

If you are unable to attend this session, one will be 
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Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today 
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

OFFERTORY 
COLLECTIONS:
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Transfiguration “And He was transfigured before them, and 
His face shone like the sun and His clothes became white as 
light,” says the Gospel of Matthew (17:1-9). There was also a 
vision of Moses and Elijah, and a voice from the clouds, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to Him.” Then they came down 
from the mountain. In our lives transfigura-
tion events seem far and few between. More 
often, there is not light, but darkness, a 
feeling of failure, the sadness of a loss, a griev-
ing process that must simply be gone 
through. We do not feel the presence of Jesus, 
but rather His absence from our cares and 
concerns, and from the burdens we are forced 
to bear. Our feelings, real as they may seem to 
us, are not perhaps the best gauge of reality. 
The Jesus that transfigured Himself on the 
mountain is the same Jesus that walked down the mountain 
with the disciples in His fully human nature, and like our 
own, a human nature that knows what we feel and how we 
feel, and can fully sympathize with our trials and burdens, 
and the sadness of seeing a disciple, before whom He had 
been transfigured, deny three times that he even knew Him. 
Through all of this Jesus remained God’s beloved, and we, 
even in the midst of our di�culties, must remind ourselves 
that we also remain Jesus’ beloved brothers and sisters, the 
Father’s beloved sons and daughters. In this life, transfigura-
tions don’t happen every day. Still, the Jesus that was trans-
figured on the mountain is the same Jesus that walks along 
with us as we make our journey through life. 
(Fr. George Lacey, OSB)

Take a Moment to Reflect
1. In today’s Second Reading, St. Paul urges Timothy, “Bear 

your share of hardship for the Gospel.” When have you 
experienced hardship in your life as a Christian? 

2. On the mountaintop the disciples hear a voice from the 
cloud proclaiming, “This is my beloved Son, with whom 
I am well pleased; listen to Him.” In prayer, how do you 
spend time listening to God?

Pope Francis on Lent “Keep your eyes fixed on the 
outstretched arms of Christ crucified, let yourself be saved 
over and over again. And when you go to confess your sins, 
believe firmly in His mercy, which frees you of your guilt. 
Contemplate His blood poured out with such great love, 

and let yourself be cleansed by it. In this way, 
you can be reborn ever anew. I ask Mary 
Most Holy to pray that our Lenten celebration 
will open our hearts to hear God’s call to be 
reconciled to Himself, to fix our gaze on the 
paschal mystery, and to be converted to an 
open and sincere dialogue with Him. In this 
way, we will become what Christ asks His 
disciples to be: the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world.” (taken from Message of 
His Holiness Pope Francis for Lent 2020)

Amazing Lenten Speakers Our popular 
Lenten Soup and Speaker Series continues 
this Wednesday, March 11 with Fr. Carmen 
D’Amico, Administrator of St. Patrick and 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Parishes 
in Washington County,  who will speak on 
“Following Jesus’ Example to Love Your 

Enemies.” Join us from 6:15pm to 8:30pm in Conner Hall 
and Ascension Church for an evening of fellowship, 
prayer and discussion. There is no cost to attend.

Blessings in Christ,
Fr. Gizler     (jgizler@diopitt.org)

“ Perfume all your 

actions with the 

life-giving breath 

of prayer.”
- St. Pope John XXIII

Did you know that the New Evangelization was actually identified in 1974 by Pope Paul IV? He 
spoke of the need not only for the Church to engage in missionary activity (to the nations), but 
to the faithful of the West: the baptized, but no longer practicing as Catholics. Sherry Weddell, 
in the second chapter of her 2012 award winning book, Forming Intentional Disciples, helps 
illustrate this importance of the New Evangelization when she says…

“Transmission of the Catholic faith is not just passing on an inherited religious identity. Genuine 
Catholic identity flows from the experience of discipleship, therefore, what is not believed cannot 
be transmitted. Intentional discipleship must become normative within the Church. The Church 
must evangelize her baptized members in order to foster a Church that desires to share the faith 
with non-believers. You can’t give what you don’t have.”

BECOMING 
A PARISH OF

 INTENTIONAL 
DISCIPLES

Forgiveness “To forgive another person from the heart is an 
act of liberation. We set that person free from the negative 
bonds that exist between us. We say, “I no longer hold your 
o�ense against you.” We also free ourselves from the 
burden of being the “o�ended one.” As long as we do not 
forgive those who have wounded us, we carry them 
with us, or worse, pull them as a heavy load. The great 
temptation is to cling in anger to our enemies and then 
define ourselves as being o�ended and wounded by 
them. Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the 
other but also ourselves. (Fr. Henri Nouwen)

MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Are you still looking for ways to make your Lenten 
journey more meaningful? Here are some suggestions 
to improve your spiritual regimen:

• Exercise your patience today in all things.

• Do not make any complaints today.

• Avoid any gossip, instead say extra prayers to 

 overcome this fault.

• Practice humility in all your actions. 

• Be generous and help someone in need.

• Do a job that needs to be done without being 
  asked.

• Visit someone who is sick, in a hospital, nursing 
  facility or assisted living facility.

• Tell the truth in all your dealings.

• Avoid vanity or self-centered actions.

• Be courageous; walk away from impure situations. 



Parish News

— ALTAR SERVERS —
March 14 at 4:00pm (SP)  March 14 at 5:30pm (A)
Declan Cringle, Aodhan Cringle,  Edward Belasco, Don Martin
Liam Cringle

March 15 at 7:00am (SP)  March 15 at 9:30am (A)
Bob Yakulis   Jacob Kaltz, Gianna Marino

March 15 at 11:00am (SP)
Madelyn Ho�, John Henry Luke, Natalie Kirsch 

— LECTORS —
March 14 at 4:00pm (SP) March 14 at 5:30pm (A)
Denny Maher, Patrick Kelly Grace Berard, Doreen DiNello

March 15 at 7:00am (SP)  March 15 at 9:30am (A)
Mark Phillips   Richard Musser, Rose Musser

March 15 at 11:00am (SP)
Merrie Kaltz, Jessica Rea

— EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS —
March 14 at 4:00pm (SP)

Art Bannon, Ursula Eberle, William Eberle, 
Kathy Hayes, Caren Surlow

March 14 at 5:30pm  (A)
Patricia Adamski, Barbara Hendrick, Jane Beistel, Mary Ann 
Gibbons, Tom Knight, Donna Zolkiewicz, Annette Marlinga

March 15 at 7:00am  (SP)
Beth Ayres, Chris Falki, Terry Stacy, 

Tom Stacy, Don Wolbert

March 15 at 9:30am (A)
Linda Bey, Nancy Salinski, Sydnee Bagovich, Elaine Francis, 

Mary Ann Gibbons, Tom Knight, Frank Bey

March 15 at 11:00am (SP)
Ciara Crossey, Paula Kelly, Katie Phillips, 

Lenore Pope, Nicole Seitz, James Kerns 
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Parish 
News
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online. See www.diopitt.org.
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ahead an hour.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Lent: 

Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 
ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the tempta-
tions of the Evil One.  It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using 
the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God, and penance.

Renewing Ourselves In Lent Through Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving 
Prayer: The more we knock, the more the door of our awareness opens.  
How will we commit to daily prayer? How do we prepare ourselves for 
the Sunday liturgy each week? How can we strengthen our participation 
at Mass? List three ways in which you will renew your commitment to 
pray in Lent.

Fasting: Fasting means consuming less. Abstinence means avoiding a 
certain kind of thing, such as meat or television.  Fasting and abstinence 
disciplines the body to rely less on the things of this world, and creates a 
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But we can give our time and talent as well as our treasure. How do we 
spend our time? What are our talents that we can share? What do we 
treasure? List three ways in which you will renew yourself through shar-
ing your time, talents and treasure in Lent.           Continued on page 13
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temptation is to cling in anger to our enemies and then 
define ourselves as being o�ended and wounded by 
them. Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the 
other but also ourselves. (Fr. Henri Nouwen)

MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Are you still looking for ways to make your Lenten 
journey more meaningful? Here are some suggestions 
to improve your spiritual regimen:

• Exercise your patience today in all things.

• Do not make any complaints today.

• Avoid any gossip, instead say extra prayers to 

 overcome this fault.

• Practice humility in all your actions. 

• Be generous and help someone in need.

• Do a job that needs to be done without being 
  asked.

• Visit someone who is sick, in a hospital, nursing 
  facility or assisted living facility.

• Tell the truth in all your dealings.

• Avoid vanity or self-centered actions.

• Be courageous; walk away from impure situations. 



GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the GRACE program may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending 
it to the school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pitts-
burgh 15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May GRACE 
program on May 1, which will include our May Crowning 
ceremony and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is April 29. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits 
the school. 

ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE – FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding Open House on Sunday, 
March 22 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm. Visitors are welcome to 
tour the school and see the academic excellence and Chris-
tian values that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience 
the award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

IN-SCHOOL STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The beautiful Stations of the Cross that graced the 
Convent Chapel now have a new home. The Stations 
have been mounted in the hallways of our school and 
now give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. On Thursday of the first 
week in Lent, Fr. John came to school and blessed the 
Stations accompanied by Dr. Dougherty and the 8th grade 
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Sanctuary     Lamp

ADVERTISER of the Week 

OUR 2020 MASS BOOK IS AGAIN OPEN
Since we are now reasonably sure that everyone who 
wanted to schedule a Mass in 2020 has been given ample 
opportunity to do so, we are once again opening the 
2020 Mass Book to those who wish to schedule addition-
al Masses. Mass Request Forms are in the church vesti-
bules. Parishioners may schedule one (1) additional 
Sunday Mass Intention and (1) additional weekday Mass.  

Please keep in mind that Masses are not only for the 
deceased but may be o�ered for Wedding Anniversaries, 
Birthdays, etc.

Church Cleaning for E�ter
We will be cleaning St. Philip 
Church in preparation for 
Easter on Thursday evening, 
March 26. Please keep this date 
in mind and consider lending 
us a hand. Watch the bulletin 
for details.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING SESSION
Diocesan policy dictates that any adult ministering or 
volunteering in a parish or school (lectors, ushers, 
Eucharistic Ministers, choir members, cantors, CCD 
teachers and volunteers, fundraiser helpers, such as Fish 
Fry, flea market, etc.) is required to take a 3-hour work-
shop titled, “Protecting God’s Children.” This is a onetime 
training session. If you have not previously completed 
this workshop, you are encouraged to attend the upcom-
ing session here at St. Philip Parish on Monday, March 23 
at 6:30pm in Conner Hall of Ascension Worship Site. 
Contact Maureen Takach at 412-922-6300 x 6 to register.

If you are unable to attend this session, one will be 
o�ered on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30pm at St. Pius X, 
Brookline. Participants MUST register by calling Patty 
Schwerin at 412-563-0858. This class may also be taken 
online. See www.diopitt.org.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS this weekend at 
2:00am Sunday morning. Remember to set your clocks 
ahead an hour.

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns 

In Loving Memory of Joseph & Helen Mrmich

O�ered by Son, Darko

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension 

burns In Loving Memory of Paul Korol

O�ered by Wife, Claudia

WILLIAM F. CONROY 
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Thank you for helping to underwrite the 
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.

Jesus fulfills the Law and the Prophets. This statement of faith is 

represented by the vision in today’s Gospel (Matt 17:1-9) where Jesus 

is present with Moses (Law) and Elijah (Prophets). The story comes 

from Mark, which Matthew has changed slightly. Matthew clearly 

refers to this as a “vision,” a term which is absent in Mark. This vision 

shows Jesus in His heavenly, divine glory. This is why Peter o�ers to 

make three tents, a term that recalls the abode of the divine. The 

disciples are warned not to say anything of this vision “until the Son 

of man has been raised from the dead.” For the Gospel of Matthew, 

like later theologians, there is a link between understanding and 

believing, and conversely between believing and understanding. The 

vision was a foretaste of the heavenly kingdom, where Jesus will reign 

with God forever and ever. But before that point is reached, Jesus 

must be raised from the dead, a statement which presupposes His 

death. There can be no eternal life with God without death. Such is 

the paschal mystery. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Lent: 

Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 
ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the tempta-
tions of the Evil One.  It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using 
the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God, and penance.

Renewing Ourselves In Lent Through Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving 
Prayer: The more we knock, the more the door of our awareness opens.  
How will we commit to daily prayer? How do we prepare ourselves for 
the Sunday liturgy each week? How can we strengthen our participation 
at Mass? List three ways in which you will renew your commitment to 
pray in Lent.

Fasting: Fasting means consuming less. Abstinence means avoiding a 
certain kind of thing, such as meat or television.  Fasting and abstinence 
disciplines the body to rely less on the things of this world, and creates a 
greater dependence on God. List three ways in which you will renew 
yourself through fasting in Lent.

Almsgiving: We generally think of almsgiving as a financial contribution.  
But we can give our time and talent as well as our treasure. How do we 
spend our time? What are our talents that we can share? What do we 
treasure? List three ways in which you will renew yourself through shar-
ing your time, talents and treasure in Lent.           Continued on page 13

purple and that the bareness of the altar signified our 
walking into the desert with Jesus to get away from the 
things that distract our attention from Jesus. He remind-
ed the children that Lent is a gift to be used to focus on 
Jesus and becoming better followers of Him.

PRE-SCHOOL CORNER
Pre-K and Pre-school held their annual tea parties for 
grandparents. There were games, stories, dancing and 
singing, and of course, tea and treats.

Living the PASCHAL MYSTERY 

class. The students were extremely reverent as they 
became the first of hopefully many classes to pray the 
Stations in our hallways. These works of art and inspira-
tion are a wonderful reminder of the legacy of faith 
formed by the Sisters of Charity who served our Parish 
and School for over 100 years.

FORENSICS FINALS/ALL STARS TOURNAMENT
Our students and parents alike were stars at the 
Finals/All Stars Forensics meet! Places were as follows:

Poetry: Everett Sargent - (2nd), Alise Och - (2nd)
Prose: Natalie Kirsch, Rachel McDevitt, Sohpia 
Muoio - (all 1st)
Drama: Lillianna Peterson, Sean Kelsch, Julianna 
Umalin - (all 1st)
Dec: Katelyn Miller - (2nd)
Multiple Readers: Isabella Malloy, Presley Holmes, 
Gia Marino, Keeley Sniadach 
and John Henry Luke - (2nd)

Special Congratulations to Lillianna 
Peterson who finished 1st in Drama, 
Sean Kelsch who finished 5th in 
Drama and Sophia Muoio who 
finished 2nd in Prose in the All Stars 
round.

SCHOOL MASSES FEBRUARY 21 & ASH WEDNESDAY
7th Grade hosted the Friday Mass which was celebrated 
by Fr. Gizler and Fr. Scheib. In his homily, Fr. Gizler 
prepared the children for Ash Wednesday and Lent 
which he pointed out would be a change of seasons in 
the Church. It will be a time of retreat to think about how 
we can change to follow Jesus more closely and prepare 
to celebrate the great feast of Easter.

On Ash Wednesday with 8th Grade hosting, Fr. John 
reiterated his message of change for Lent. He pointed out 
that the church decorations and colors had changed to 

Forgiveness “To forgive another person from the heart is an 
act of liberation. We set that person free from the negative 
bonds that exist between us. We say, “I no longer hold your 
o�ense against you.” We also free ourselves from the 
burden of being the “o�ended one.” As long as we do not 
forgive those who have wounded us, we carry them 
with us, or worse, pull them as a heavy load. The great 
temptation is to cling in anger to our enemies and then 
define ourselves as being o�ended and wounded by 
them. Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the 
other but also ourselves. (Fr. Henri Nouwen)

MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Are you still looking for ways to make your Lenten 
journey more meaningful? Here are some suggestions 
to improve your spiritual regimen:

• Exercise your patience today in all things.

• Do not make any complaints today.

• Avoid any gossip, instead say extra prayers to 

 overcome this fault.

• Practice humility in all your actions. 

• Be generous and help someone in need.

• Do a job that needs to be done without being 
  asked.

• Visit someone who is sick, in a hospital, nursing 
  facility or assisted living facility.

• Tell the truth in all your dealings.

• Avoid vanity or self-centered actions.

• Be courageous; walk away from impure situations. 

2020 Lenten Journey

Here comes 
Peter Cottontail! 
He’s hopping 
down the 
bunny trail 
because Easter 
is on its way.

Please welcome into our faith family...  
GARRETT JON PAPA, son of Steve and 
Lindsay Screen Papa, who was baptized 
in our parish on March 1. May he grow in 
wisdom, age and grace.

We welcome Paul Henry, Min Naing,   
Mr. & Mrs. Sai (Sukyiaung) Latt and      
Mr. & Mrs. William (Helen) Hamilton 
into our St. Philip Parish Community.

However, the bunny has no candy in his 
basket. If you would like to help him, we 
could use donations of individually 
wrapped candy or small toys to fill the 
Easter Eggs for the annual Easter Egg 
Hunt. Your donations can be dropped 
o� at the Parish O�ce.



GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the GRACE program may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending 
it to the school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pitts-
burgh 15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May GRACE 
program on May 1, which will include our May Crowning 
ceremony and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is April 29. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits 
the school. 

ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE – FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding Open House on Sunday, 
March 22 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm. Visitors are welcome to 
tour the school and see the academic excellence and Chris-
tian values that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience 
the award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

IN-SCHOOL STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The beautiful Stations of the Cross that graced the 
Convent Chapel now have a new home. The Stations 
have been mounted in the hallways of our school and 
now give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. On Thursday of the first 
week in Lent, Fr. John came to school and blessed the 
Stations accompanied by Dr. Dougherty and the 8th grade 
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Around the 
Diocese and 
Community

BISHOP’S SPRING LISTENING SESSIONS
ANNOUNCED — You are invited to take part in an 
evening of prayer, information and discussion with 
Bishop David Zubik and members of his senior sta� 
designed to help you better understand the role of 
finances in daily parish operations. Topics will include 
Parish Share, School Subsidy, Insurance and Billing, 
Sample Financial Statements and Real Estate Transac-
tions. Each session will be held from 7:00 to 8:30pm.  
You are welcome to attend the session that is most 
convenient. Sessions will be held at churches represent-
ing each of the regions in our diocese:

• Monday, March 16 – St. Athanasius, West View;
• Wednesday, March 18 – St. Valentine, Bethel Park; 
• Monday, March 23 – St. Margaret Mary, Moon Twp.; 
• Thursday, March 26 – St. Michael the Archangel, Butler.

LEARN ABOUT MARRIAGE ANNULMENTS — 
Divorced Catholics and anyone interested in learning 
about the annulment process are welcome to attend a 
free workshop with Jay Conzemius, JCL, Tribunal Direc-
tor and Judge. Topics will include: theology of marriage; 
ministry of the tribunal; marriage annulment types; 
why, when and how to start the petition for annulment 
process; and a process overview. Afterward participants 
can ask questions and/or start the process.

Presentations are held 7:00pm to 8:00pm on the follow-
ing dates and locations: March 10 at St. Louise de Maril-
lac (Upper St. Clair) in Le Gras Hall; and March 31 at 
Sacred Heart Church (Shadyside) in the Bishop Winter 
Room. To RSVP, contact: annulmentsIntake@diopitt.org 
or 412-456-3033.

ARISE —  Arise, featuring Unaltered Tour, is a new dioce-
san event o�ering teens a profound encounter with 
Christ. The event takes place on March 28 from 6:00pm 
to 10:00pm at Stage AE. Through a dynamic perfor-
mance, Unaltered Tour (formerly Silver Ring Thing) will 
show teens how they can live their lives to the fullest 
within God’s plan. Afterwards, there will be a dance 
party. Concessions will be available and there will be a 
vendor fair. The night concludes with a time of Eucharistic 

adoration with Bishop Zubik. All men and women in 
grades 8-12 are welcome. Tickets cost $10 online or $15 at 
the door. To purchase tickets, visit: arisepgh.com.

RECONNECT YOUR FAITH — St. Paul of the Cross 
Passionist Monastery on the South Side will host a 
Reconnect Your Faith Program on Tuesday, March 17 at 
7:00pm. Guest speaker, Billy Harting will present the 
topic, “Reconnect with Music.” Billy is a professional singer 
and the father of 6 young children. All are invited. No 
registration is required.

OLSH SPRING OPEN HOUSE — Thursday, March 12 
from 6:00pm to 8:00pm — Learn more about the region’s 
largest, most comprehensive, co-educational, indepen-
dent Catholic high school with a personal tour! Families 
have the opportunity to meet faculty, administrators, 
coaches, current parents and students and discover what 
makes OLSH so special. Attendees will also be entered in a 
special give-a-way drawing! Visit www.olsh.org/apps/ 
form/2020springopenhouse to pre-register; walk-ins are 
welcome. Can’t make Open House? Call 412-262-3300 to 
schedule your own private tour!

OLSH SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AID 
DEADLINE — OLSH o�ers many opportunities for addi-
tional aid to families. Several scholarships (both merit and 
need based) as well as multiple types of tuition assistance 
are available to families who qualify. Applications for 
scholarships and tuition assistance can be found online at 
www.olsh.org/apps/pages/tuitionanda�ordability. 
Completed applications and supporting documentation 
are due Monday, March 16. Contact the Admissions O�ce 
at 412-262-3300 if you have any questions.

OLSH SPRING MUSICAL: SEUSSICAL THE MUSI-
CAL — March 7, 8, 13 & 14 (evening performances at 
7:30pm, matinees at 2:00pm) — Come celebrate Dr. 
Seuss’s birthday with OLSH! Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 
for students and can be reserved by calling the OLSH Main 
O�ce at 412-264-5140. For a limited time only, tickets to 
the Saturday, March 14 matinee performance are only $5 
for students in grades K-8!  Reserve yours today!

VENDOR PALOOZA — Archangel Gabriel School is 
holding a Vendor Palooza on Saturday, March 21 from 
9:00am to 2:00pm. Enjoy more than 100 craft vendors, 
featuring local vendors and small businesses, conces-
sions, Chinese auction and 50/50 ra�e. Free admission. 
The Palooza is held at: AGS Robinson Gym and Cafeteria, 
5720 Steubenville Pike, McKees Rocks. For more infor-
mation, visit www.archangelgabrielpgh.org or email 
agsvendorpalooza@gmail.com.

OUR 2020 MASS BOOK IS AGAIN OPEN
Since we are now reasonably sure that everyone who 
wanted to schedule a Mass in 2020 has been given ample 
opportunity to do so, we are once again opening the 
2020 Mass Book to those who wish to schedule addition-
al Masses. Mass Request Forms are in the church vesti-
bules. Parishioners may schedule one (1) additional 
Sunday Mass Intention and (1) additional weekday Mass.  

Please keep in mind that Masses are not only for the 
deceased but may be o�ered for Wedding Anniversaries, 
Birthdays, etc.

Church Cleaning for E�ter
We will be cleaning St. Philip 
Church in preparation for 
Easter on Thursday evening, 
March 26. Please keep this date 
in mind and consider lending 
us a hand. Watch the bulletin 
for details.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING SESSION
Diocesan policy dictates that any adult ministering or 
volunteering in a parish or school (lectors, ushers, 
Eucharistic Ministers, choir members, cantors, CCD 
teachers and volunteers, fundraiser helpers, such as Fish 
Fry, flea market, etc.) is required to take a 3-hour work-
shop titled, “Protecting God’s Children.” This is a onetime 
training session. If you have not previously completed 
this workshop, you are encouraged to attend the upcom-
ing session here at St. Philip Parish on Monday, March 23 
at 6:30pm in Conner Hall of Ascension Worship Site. 
Contact Maureen Takach at 412-922-6300 x 6 to register.

If you are unable to attend this session, one will be 
o�ered on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30pm at St. Pius X, 
Brookline. Participants MUST register by calling Patty 
Schwerin at 412-563-0858. This class may also be taken 
online. See www.diopitt.org.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS this weekend at 
2:00am Sunday morning. Remember to set your clocks 
ahead an hour.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Lent: 

Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 
ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the tempta-
tions of the Evil One.  It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using 
the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God, and penance.

Renewing Ourselves In Lent Through Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving 
Prayer: The more we knock, the more the door of our awareness opens.  
How will we commit to daily prayer? How do we prepare ourselves for 
the Sunday liturgy each week? How can we strengthen our participation 
at Mass? List three ways in which you will renew your commitment to 
pray in Lent.

Fasting: Fasting means consuming less. Abstinence means avoiding a 
certain kind of thing, such as meat or television.  Fasting and abstinence 
disciplines the body to rely less on the things of this world, and creates a 
greater dependence on God. List three ways in which you will renew 
yourself through fasting in Lent.

Almsgiving: We generally think of almsgiving as a financial contribution.  
But we can give our time and talent as well as our treasure. How do we 
spend our time? What are our talents that we can share? What do we 
treasure? List three ways in which you will renew yourself through shar-
ing your time, talents and treasure in Lent.           Continued on page 13

purple and that the bareness of the altar signified our 
walking into the desert with Jesus to get away from the 
things that distract our attention from Jesus. He remind-
ed the children that Lent is a gift to be used to focus on 
Jesus and becoming better followers of Him.

PRE-SCHOOL CORNER
Pre-K and Pre-school held their annual tea parties for 
grandparents. There were games, stories, dancing and 
singing, and of course, tea and treats.

class. The students were extremely reverent as they 
became the first of hopefully many classes to pray the 
Stations in our hallways. These works of art and inspira-
tion are a wonderful reminder of the legacy of faith 
formed by the Sisters of Charity who served our Parish 
and School for over 100 years.

FORENSICS FINALS/ALL STARS TOURNAMENT
Our students and parents alike were stars at the 
Finals/All Stars Forensics meet! Places were as follows:

Poetry: Everett Sargent - (2nd), Alise Och - (2nd)
Prose: Natalie Kirsch, Rachel McDevitt, Sohpia 
Muoio - (all 1st)
Drama: Lillianna Peterson, Sean Kelsch, Julianna 
Umalin - (all 1st)
Dec: Katelyn Miller - (2nd)
Multiple Readers: Isabella Malloy, Presley Holmes, 
Gia Marino, Keeley Sniadach 
and John Henry Luke - (2nd)

Special Congratulations to Lillianna 
Peterson who finished 1st in Drama, 
Sean Kelsch who finished 5th in 
Drama and Sophia Muoio who 
finished 2nd in Prose in the All Stars 
round.

SCHOOL MASSES FEBRUARY 21 & ASH WEDNESDAY
7th Grade hosted the Friday Mass which was celebrated 
by Fr. Gizler and Fr. Scheib. In his homily, Fr. Gizler 
prepared the children for Ash Wednesday and Lent 
which he pointed out would be a change of seasons in 
the Church. It will be a time of retreat to think about how 
we can change to follow Jesus more closely and prepare 
to celebrate the great feast of Easter.

On Ash Wednesday with 8th Grade hosting, Fr. John 
reiterated his message of change for Lent. He pointed out 
that the church decorations and colors had changed to 

Forgiveness “To forgive another person from the heart is an 
act of liberation. We set that person free from the negative 
bonds that exist between us. We say, “I no longer hold your 
o�ense against you.” We also free ourselves from the 
burden of being the “o�ended one.” As long as we do not 
forgive those who have wounded us, we carry them 
with us, or worse, pull them as a heavy load. The great 
temptation is to cling in anger to our enemies and then 
define ourselves as being o�ended and wounded by 
them. Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the 
other but also ourselves. (Fr. Henri Nouwen)

MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Are you still looking for ways to make your Lenten 
journey more meaningful? Here are some suggestions 
to improve your spiritual regimen:

• Exercise your patience today in all things.

• Do not make any complaints today.

• Avoid any gossip, instead say extra prayers to 

 overcome this fault.

• Practice humility in all your actions. 

• Be generous and help someone in need.

• Do a job that needs to be done without being 
  asked.

• Visit someone who is sick, in a hospital, nursing 
  facility or assisted living facility.

• Tell the truth in all your dealings.

• Avoid vanity or self-centered actions.

• Be courageous; walk away from impure situations. 



BENEFIT FOR ADDICTION 
RECOVERY MINISTRY

Mystery’s Most Wanted presents an 
evening of comedy, mystery and 
dinner with Let’s Kill the Boss (A 

Mad Men parody) on Friday, March 
20 at 6:00pm (Madonna of 

Jerusalem Parish, 201 9th Street, 
Sharpsburg 15215). The 

presentation will include broken 
dreams, takeovers, a titillating 

temp, and a C.E.O. whose job truly 
is murder! Tickets are $50.00  

(dinner included) and are available 
by calling 412-784-8700 or at 

www.addictionrecoveryministry
pittsburgh.org. The show is 

considered PG-13.

THE LAST DAYS OF CHRIST
A 25th anniversary production of 

“The Last Days of Christ,” a passion 
play, will be held during Lent at 

Resurrection Church, 1 Majka 
Street, West Mi�in 15122). Under 

the direction of Linda Baker, 
performances are scheduled for 

Friday, April 3, Saturday, April 4, 
Sunday, April 5 and Wednesday, 

April 8, at 7:30pm. There is no 
admission charge, and free will 

donations are accepted at the door. 
The play uses an original script, 

“The Last Days of Christ,” that 
draws extensively from The Final 

Week of Jesus, a 1994 book by Max 
Lucado, best-selling Christian 

author and pastor.

OLSH SPRING OPEN HOUSE — Thursday, March 12 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm — 
Learn more about the region’s largest, most comprehensive, co-educational, 
independent Catholic high school with a personal tour! Families have the opportu-
nity to meet faculty, administrators, coaches, current parents and students and 
discover what makes OLSH so special. Attendees will also be entered in a special 
give-a-way drawing! Visit www.olsh.org/apps/form/2020springopenhouse to 
pre-register; walk-ins are welcome. Can’t make Open House? Call 412-262-3300 to 
schedule your own private tour!

OLSH SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AID DEADLINE — OLSH o�ers 
many opportunities for additional aid to families. Several scholarships (both merit 
and need based) as well as multiple types of tuition assistance are available to 
families who qualify. Applications for scholarships and tuition assistance can be 
found online at www.olsh.org/apps/pages/tuitionanda�ordability. Completed 
applications and supporting documentation are due Monday, March 16. Contact 
the Admissions O�ce at 412-262-3300 if you have any questions.

OLSH SPRING MUSICAL: SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL — March 6, 7, 8, 13 & 14 
(evening performances at 7:30pm, matinees at 2:00pm) — Come celebrate           
Dr. Seuss’s birthday with OLSH! Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for students and can 
be reserved by calling the OLSH Main O�ce at 412-264-5140. For a limited time 
only, tickets to the Saturday, March 14 matinee performance are only $5 for 
students in grades K-8!  Reserve yours today!

PRINCESS TEA PARTY-FIGHTING CHILDHOOD CANCER — A Princess Tea 
Party will be held on Saturday, April 4 from 11:00am to 12:30pm at Bishop Canevin 
High School. Pre-registered admission is $30.00 per princess (ages 2-9), $35.00 at 
the door. Adults are free. Donation includes: 1 Door Prize Ticket; Hair styled with 
choice of Princess Hair Piece; Nails Painted with choice of Royal Tatoo; Make-up 
done; Jewel from the “Queen’s Jewels”; Make your own Fairy Princess Wand; Tea 
(Pink Lemonade), Sandwich and Cookie. Meet Snow White, Mulan, Moana and 
some surprise Princesses! Enjoy Story Time with Fairy Godmother! Pre-register by 
March 28 by calling 412-251-3933 or mahaloteaparty2011@gmail.com. All proceeds 
benefit CURESEARCH—fighting Childhood Cancer.

VENDOR PALOOZA — Archangel Gabriel School is holding a Vendor Palooza on 
Saturday, March 21 from 9:00am to 2:00pm. Enjoy more than 100 craft vendors, 
featuring local vendors and small businesses, concessions, Chinese auction and 
50/50 ra�e. Free admission. The Palooza is held at: AGS Robinson Gym and Cafete-
ria, 5720 Steubenville Pike, McKees Rocks. Visit www.archangelgabrielpgh.org or 
email agsvendorpalooza@gmail.com for more information.

WEST END SENIOR CENTER — Located at 80 Wabash Street. Free lunch is served 
at 11:30am (donations accepted, but not necessary) for those over 60. We have Zumba, 
Tai Chi, Latin inspired exercise, chair exercise, crafts, book club, Healthy Cooking 
classes, socialization – all the things you need to stay healthy, get fit and remain active 
while having fun. We also play bingo every Monday and Wednesday from 12:00pm 
to 3:30pm. The West End Center is operated by the City of Pittsburgh and is open 
Monday through Friday from 8:00am to 4:00pm. Call 412-937-3068 for information. 

SHERADEN SENIOR CENTER BINGO — Located at 720 Sherwood Avenue. 
Bingo every Tuesday and Friday at 12:30pm. All are welcome. We also serve a 
nutritious free lunch at 11:30am each day (donations accepted). Sheraden Senior 
Center is a City of Pittsburgh, Citiparks facility where seniors can socialize, get fit, 
stay healthy and remain active. Hours are Monday-Friday from 8:00am to 4:00pm.  
Please call 412-777-5012 for information.

RECOVERY
BENEFIT
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GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the GRACE program may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending 
it to the school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pitts-
burgh 15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May GRACE 
program on May 1, which will include our May Crowning 
ceremony and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is April 29. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits 
the school. 

ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE – FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding Open House on Sunday, 
March 22 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm. Visitors are welcome to 
tour the school and see the academic excellence and Chris-
tian values that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience 
the award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

IN-SCHOOL STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The beautiful Stations of the Cross that graced the 
Convent Chapel now have a new home. The Stations 
have been mounted in the hallways of our school and 
now give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. On Thursday of the first 
week in Lent, Fr. John came to school and blessed the 
Stations accompanied by Dr. Dougherty and the 8th grade 
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OUR 2020 MASS BOOK IS AGAIN OPEN
Since we are now reasonably sure that everyone who 
wanted to schedule a Mass in 2020 has been given ample 
opportunity to do so, we are once again opening the 
2020 Mass Book to those who wish to schedule addition-
al Masses. Mass Request Forms are in the church vesti-
bules. Parishioners may schedule one (1) additional 
Sunday Mass Intention and (1) additional weekday Mass.  

Please keep in mind that Masses are not only for the 
deceased but may be o�ered for Wedding Anniversaries, 
Birthdays, etc.

Church Cleaning for E�ter
We will be cleaning St. Philip 
Church in preparation for 
Easter on Thursday evening, 
March 26. Please keep this date 
in mind and consider lending 
us a hand. Watch the bulletin 
for details.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING SESSION
Diocesan policy dictates that any adult ministering or 
volunteering in a parish or school (lectors, ushers, 
Eucharistic Ministers, choir members, cantors, CCD 
teachers and volunteers, fundraiser helpers, such as Fish 
Fry, flea market, etc.) is required to take a 3-hour work-
shop titled, “Protecting God’s Children.” This is a onetime 
training session. If you have not previously completed 
this workshop, you are encouraged to attend the upcom-
ing session here at St. Philip Parish on Monday, March 23 
at 6:30pm in Conner Hall of Ascension Worship Site. 
Contact Maureen Takach at 412-922-6300 x 6 to register.

If you are unable to attend this session, one will be 
o�ered on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30pm at St. Pius X, 
Brookline. Participants MUST register by calling Patty 
Schwerin at 412-563-0858. This class may also be taken 
online. See www.diopitt.org.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS this weekend at 
2:00am Sunday morning. Remember to set your clocks 
ahead an hour.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Lent: 

Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 
ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the tempta-
tions of the Evil One.  It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using 
the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God, and penance.

Renewing Ourselves In Lent Through Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving 
Prayer: The more we knock, the more the door of our awareness opens.  
How will we commit to daily prayer? How do we prepare ourselves for 
the Sunday liturgy each week? How can we strengthen our participation 
at Mass? List three ways in which you will renew your commitment to 
pray in Lent.

Fasting: Fasting means consuming less. Abstinence means avoiding a 
certain kind of thing, such as meat or television.  Fasting and abstinence 
disciplines the body to rely less on the things of this world, and creates a 
greater dependence on God. List three ways in which you will renew 
yourself through fasting in Lent.

Almsgiving: We generally think of almsgiving as a financial contribution.  
But we can give our time and talent as well as our treasure. How do we 
spend our time? What are our talents that we can share? What do we 
treasure? List three ways in which you will renew yourself through shar-
ing your time, talents and treasure in Lent.           Continued on page 13

purple and that the bareness of the altar signified our 
walking into the desert with Jesus to get away from the 
things that distract our attention from Jesus. He remind-
ed the children that Lent is a gift to be used to focus on 
Jesus and becoming better followers of Him.

PRE-SCHOOL CORNER
Pre-K and Pre-school held their annual tea parties for 
grandparents. There were games, stories, dancing and 
singing, and of course, tea and treats.

class. The students were extremely reverent as they 
became the first of hopefully many classes to pray the 
Stations in our hallways. These works of art and inspira-
tion are a wonderful reminder of the legacy of faith 
formed by the Sisters of Charity who served our Parish 
and School for over 100 years.

FORENSICS FINALS/ALL STARS TOURNAMENT
Our students and parents alike were stars at the 
Finals/All Stars Forensics meet! Places were as follows:

Poetry: Everett Sargent - (2nd), Alise Och - (2nd)
Prose: Natalie Kirsch, Rachel McDevitt, Sohpia 
Muoio - (all 1st)
Drama: Lillianna Peterson, Sean Kelsch, Julianna 
Umalin - (all 1st)
Dec: Katelyn Miller - (2nd)
Multiple Readers: Isabella Malloy, Presley Holmes, 
Gia Marino, Keeley Sniadach 
and John Henry Luke - (2nd)

Special Congratulations to Lillianna 
Peterson who finished 1st in Drama, 
Sean Kelsch who finished 5th in 
Drama and Sophia Muoio who 
finished 2nd in Prose in the All Stars 
round.

SCHOOL MASSES FEBRUARY 21 & ASH WEDNESDAY
7th Grade hosted the Friday Mass which was celebrated 
by Fr. Gizler and Fr. Scheib. In his homily, Fr. Gizler 
prepared the children for Ash Wednesday and Lent 
which he pointed out would be a change of seasons in 
the Church. It will be a time of retreat to think about how 
we can change to follow Jesus more closely and prepare 
to celebrate the great feast of Easter.

On Ash Wednesday with 8th Grade hosting, Fr. John 
reiterated his message of change for Lent. He pointed out 
that the church decorations and colors had changed to 

Forgiveness “To forgive another person from the heart is an 
act of liberation. We set that person free from the negative 
bonds that exist between us. We say, “I no longer hold your 
o�ense against you.” We also free ourselves from the 
burden of being the “o�ended one.” As long as we do not 
forgive those who have wounded us, we carry them 
with us, or worse, pull them as a heavy load. The great 
temptation is to cling in anger to our enemies and then 
define ourselves as being o�ended and wounded by 
them. Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the 
other but also ourselves. (Fr. Henri Nouwen)

MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Are you still looking for ways to make your Lenten 
journey more meaningful? Here are some suggestions 
to improve your spiritual regimen:

• Exercise your patience today in all things.

• Do not make any complaints today.

• Avoid any gossip, instead say extra prayers to 

 overcome this fault.

• Practice humility in all your actions. 

• Be generous and help someone in need.

• Do a job that needs to be done without being 
  asked.

• Visit someone who is sick, in a hospital, nursing 
  facility or assisted living facility.

• Tell the truth in all your dealings.

• Avoid vanity or self-centered actions.

• Be courageous; walk away from impure situations. 



GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the GRACE program may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending 
it to the school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pitts-
burgh 15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May GRACE 
program on May 1, which will include our May Crowning 
ceremony and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is April 29. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits 
the school. 

ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE – FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding Open House on Sunday, 
March 22 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm. Visitors are welcome to 
tour the school and see the academic excellence and Chris-
tian values that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience 
the award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

IN-SCHOOL STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The beautiful Stations of the Cross that graced the 
Convent Chapel now have a new home. The Stations 
have been mounted in the hallways of our school and 
now give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. On Thursday of the first 
week in Lent, Fr. John came to school and blessed the 
Stations accompanied by Dr. Dougherty and the 8th grade 
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OUR 2020 MASS BOOK IS AGAIN OPEN
Since we are now reasonably sure that everyone who 
wanted to schedule a Mass in 2020 has been given ample 
opportunity to do so, we are once again opening the 
2020 Mass Book to those who wish to schedule addition-
al Masses. Mass Request Forms are in the church vesti-
bules. Parishioners may schedule one (1) additional 
Sunday Mass Intention and (1) additional weekday Mass.  

Please keep in mind that Masses are not only for the 
deceased but may be o�ered for Wedding Anniversaries, 
Birthdays, etc.

Church Cleaning for E�ter
We will be cleaning St. Philip 
Church in preparation for 
Easter on Thursday evening, 
March 26. Please keep this date 
in mind and consider lending 
us a hand. Watch the bulletin 
for details.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING SESSION
Diocesan policy dictates that any adult ministering or 
volunteering in a parish or school (lectors, ushers, 
Eucharistic Ministers, choir members, cantors, CCD 
teachers and volunteers, fundraiser helpers, such as Fish 
Fry, flea market, etc.) is required to take a 3-hour work-
shop titled, “Protecting God’s Children.” This is a onetime 
training session. If you have not previously completed 
this workshop, you are encouraged to attend the upcom-
ing session here at St. Philip Parish on Monday, March 23 
at 6:30pm in Conner Hall of Ascension Worship Site. 
Contact Maureen Takach at 412-922-6300 x 6 to register.

If you are unable to attend this session, one will be 
o�ered on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30pm at St. Pius X, 
Brookline. Participants MUST register by calling Patty 
Schwerin at 412-563-0858. This class may also be taken 
online. See www.diopitt.org.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS this weekend at 
2:00am Sunday morning. Remember to set your clocks 
ahead an hour.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Lent: 

Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 
ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the tempta-
tions of the Evil One.  It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using 
the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God, and penance.

Renewing Ourselves In Lent Through Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving 
Prayer: The more we knock, the more the door of our awareness opens.  
How will we commit to daily prayer? How do we prepare ourselves for 
the Sunday liturgy each week? How can we strengthen our participation 
at Mass? List three ways in which you will renew your commitment to 
pray in Lent.

Fasting: Fasting means consuming less. Abstinence means avoiding a 
certain kind of thing, such as meat or television.  Fasting and abstinence 
disciplines the body to rely less on the things of this world, and creates a 
greater dependence on God. List three ways in which you will renew 
yourself through fasting in Lent.

Almsgiving: We generally think of almsgiving as a financial contribution.  
But we can give our time and talent as well as our treasure. How do we 
spend our time? What are our talents that we can share? What do we 
treasure? List three ways in which you will renew yourself through shar-
ing your time, talents and treasure in Lent.           Continued on page 13

purple and that the bareness of the altar signified our 
walking into the desert with Jesus to get away from the 
things that distract our attention from Jesus. He remind-
ed the children that Lent is a gift to be used to focus on 
Jesus and becoming better followers of Him.

PRE-SCHOOL CORNER
Pre-K and Pre-school held their annual tea parties for 
grandparents. There were games, stories, dancing and 
singing, and of course, tea and treats.

class. The students were extremely reverent as they 
became the first of hopefully many classes to pray the 
Stations in our hallways. These works of art and inspira-
tion are a wonderful reminder of the legacy of faith 
formed by the Sisters of Charity who served our Parish 
and School for over 100 years.

FORENSICS FINALS/ALL STARS TOURNAMENT
Our students and parents alike were stars at the 
Finals/All Stars Forensics meet! Places were as follows:

Poetry: Everett Sargent - (2nd), Alise Och - (2nd)
Prose: Natalie Kirsch, Rachel McDevitt, Sohpia 
Muoio - (all 1st)
Drama: Lillianna Peterson, Sean Kelsch, Julianna 
Umalin - (all 1st)
Dec: Katelyn Miller - (2nd)
Multiple Readers: Isabella Malloy, Presley Holmes, 
Gia Marino, Keeley Sniadach 
and John Henry Luke - (2nd)

Special Congratulations to Lillianna 
Peterson who finished 1st in Drama, 
Sean Kelsch who finished 5th in 
Drama and Sophia Muoio who 
finished 2nd in Prose in the All Stars 
round.

SCHOOL MASSES FEBRUARY 21 & ASH WEDNESDAY
7th Grade hosted the Friday Mass which was celebrated 
by Fr. Gizler and Fr. Scheib. In his homily, Fr. Gizler 
prepared the children for Ash Wednesday and Lent 
which he pointed out would be a change of seasons in 
the Church. It will be a time of retreat to think about how 
we can change to follow Jesus more closely and prepare 
to celebrate the great feast of Easter.

On Ash Wednesday with 8th Grade hosting, Fr. John 
reiterated his message of change for Lent. He pointed out 
that the church decorations and colors had changed to 

Forensics Finals/All Stars Tournament

In-School Stations of the Cross

Forgiveness “To forgive another person from the heart is an 
act of liberation. We set that person free from the negative 
bonds that exist between us. We say, “I no longer hold your 
o�ense against you.” We also free ourselves from the 
burden of being the “o�ended one.” As long as we do not 
forgive those who have wounded us, we carry them 
with us, or worse, pull them as a heavy load. The great 
temptation is to cling in anger to our enemies and then 
define ourselves as being o�ended and wounded by 
them. Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the 
other but also ourselves. (Fr. Henri Nouwen)

MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Are you still looking for ways to make your Lenten 
journey more meaningful? Here are some suggestions 
to improve your spiritual regimen:

• Exercise your patience today in all things.

• Do not make any complaints today.

• Avoid any gossip, instead say extra prayers to 

 overcome this fault.

• Practice humility in all your actions. 

• Be generous and help someone in need.

• Do a job that needs to be done without being 
  asked.

• Visit someone who is sick, in a hospital, nursing 
  facility or assisted living facility.

• Tell the truth in all your dealings.

• Avoid vanity or self-centered actions.

• Be courageous; walk away from impure situations. 



GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the GRACE program may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending 
it to the school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pitts-
burgh 15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May GRACE 
program on May 1, which will include our May Crowning 
ceremony and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is April 29. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits 
the school. 

ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE – FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding Open House on Sunday, 
March 22 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm. Visitors are welcome to 
tour the school and see the academic excellence and Chris-
tian values that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience 
the award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

IN-SCHOOL STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The beautiful Stations of the Cross that graced the 
Convent Chapel now have a new home. The Stations 
have been mounted in the hallways of our school and 
now give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. On Thursday of the first 
week in Lent, Fr. John came to school and blessed the 
Stations accompanied by Dr. Dougherty and the 8th grade 
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OUR 2020 MASS BOOK IS AGAIN OPEN
Since we are now reasonably sure that everyone who 
wanted to schedule a Mass in 2020 has been given ample 
opportunity to do so, we are once again opening the 
2020 Mass Book to those who wish to schedule addition-
al Masses. Mass Request Forms are in the church vesti-
bules. Parishioners may schedule one (1) additional 
Sunday Mass Intention and (1) additional weekday Mass.  

Please keep in mind that Masses are not only for the 
deceased but may be o�ered for Wedding Anniversaries, 
Birthdays, etc.

Church Cleaning for E�ter
We will be cleaning St. Philip 
Church in preparation for 
Easter on Thursday evening, 
March 26. Please keep this date 
in mind and consider lending 
us a hand. Watch the bulletin 
for details.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING SESSION
Diocesan policy dictates that any adult ministering or 
volunteering in a parish or school (lectors, ushers, 
Eucharistic Ministers, choir members, cantors, CCD 
teachers and volunteers, fundraiser helpers, such as Fish 
Fry, flea market, etc.) is required to take a 3-hour work-
shop titled, “Protecting God’s Children.” This is a onetime 
training session. If you have not previously completed 
this workshop, you are encouraged to attend the upcom-
ing session here at St. Philip Parish on Monday, March 23 
at 6:30pm in Conner Hall of Ascension Worship Site. 
Contact Maureen Takach at 412-922-6300 x 6 to register.

If you are unable to attend this session, one will be 
o�ered on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30pm at St. Pius X, 
Brookline. Participants MUST register by calling Patty 
Schwerin at 412-563-0858. This class may also be taken 
online. See www.diopitt.org.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS this weekend at 
2:00am Sunday morning. Remember to set your clocks 
ahead an hour.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Lent: 

Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 
ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the tempta-
tions of the Evil One.  It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using 
the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God, and penance.

Renewing Ourselves In Lent Through Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving 
Prayer: The more we knock, the more the door of our awareness opens.  
How will we commit to daily prayer? How do we prepare ourselves for 
the Sunday liturgy each week? How can we strengthen our participation 
at Mass? List three ways in which you will renew your commitment to 
pray in Lent.

Fasting: Fasting means consuming less. Abstinence means avoiding a 
certain kind of thing, such as meat or television.  Fasting and abstinence 
disciplines the body to rely less on the things of this world, and creates a 
greater dependence on God. List three ways in which you will renew 
yourself through fasting in Lent.

Almsgiving: We generally think of almsgiving as a financial contribution.  
But we can give our time and talent as well as our treasure. How do we 
spend our time? What are our talents that we can share? What do we 
treasure? List three ways in which you will renew yourself through shar-
ing your time, talents and treasure in Lent.           Continued on page 13

purple and that the bareness of the altar signified our 
walking into the desert with Jesus to get away from the 
things that distract our attention from Jesus. He remind-
ed the children that Lent is a gift to be used to focus on 
Jesus and becoming better followers of Him.

PRE-SCHOOL CORNER
Pre-K and Pre-school held their annual tea parties for 
grandparents. There were games, stories, dancing and 
singing, and of course, tea and treats.

class. The students were extremely reverent as they 
became the first of hopefully many classes to pray the 
Stations in our hallways. These works of art and inspira-
tion are a wonderful reminder of the legacy of faith 
formed by the Sisters of Charity who served our Parish 
and School for over 100 years.

FORENSICS FINALS/ALL STARS TOURNAMENT
Our students and parents alike were stars at the 
Finals/All Stars Forensics meet! Places were as follows:

Poetry: Everett Sargent - (2nd), Alise Och - (2nd)
Prose: Natalie Kirsch, Rachel McDevitt, Sohpia 
Muoio - (all 1st)
Drama: Lillianna Peterson, Sean Kelsch, Julianna 
Umalin - (all 1st)
Dec: Katelyn Miller - (2nd)
Multiple Readers: Isabella Malloy, Presley Holmes, 
Gia Marino, Keeley Sniadach 
and John Henry Luke - (2nd)

Special Congratulations to Lillianna 
Peterson who finished 1st in Drama, 
Sean Kelsch who finished 5th in 
Drama and Sophia Muoio who 
finished 2nd in Prose in the All Stars 
round.

SCHOOL MASSES FEBRUARY 21 & ASH WEDNESDAY
7th Grade hosted the Friday Mass which was celebrated 
by Fr. Gizler and Fr. Scheib. In his homily, Fr. Gizler 
prepared the children for Ash Wednesday and Lent 
which he pointed out would be a change of seasons in 
the Church. It will be a time of retreat to think about how 
we can change to follow Jesus more closely and prepare 
to celebrate the great feast of Easter.

On Ash Wednesday with 8th Grade hosting, Fr. John 
reiterated his message of change for Lent. He pointed out 
that the church decorations and colors had changed to 

Alumni Spotlight - Declan Reilly

School Masses & Ash Wednesday

Annual Tea Parties for Grandparents

Annual Tea Parties for Grandparents

Forgiveness “To forgive another person from the heart is an 
act of liberation. We set that person free from the negative 
bonds that exist between us. We say, “I no longer hold your 
o�ense against you.” We also free ourselves from the 
burden of being the “o�ended one.” As long as we do not 
forgive those who have wounded us, we carry them 
with us, or worse, pull them as a heavy load. The great 
temptation is to cling in anger to our enemies and then 
define ourselves as being o�ended and wounded by 
them. Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the 
other but also ourselves. (Fr. Henri Nouwen)

MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Are you still looking for ways to make your Lenten 
journey more meaningful? Here are some suggestions 
to improve your spiritual regimen:

• Exercise your patience today in all things.

• Do not make any complaints today.

• Avoid any gossip, instead say extra prayers to 

 overcome this fault.

• Practice humility in all your actions. 

• Be generous and help someone in need.

• Do a job that needs to be done without being 
  asked.

• Visit someone who is sick, in a hospital, nursing 
  facility or assisted living facility.

• Tell the truth in all your dealings.

• Avoid vanity or self-centered actions.

• Be courageous; walk away from impure situations. 

Annual Tea Parties for Grandparents



GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the GRACE program may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending 
it to the school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pitts-
burgh 15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May GRACE 
program on May 1, which will include our May Crowning 
ceremony and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is April 29. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits 
the school. 

ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE – FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding Open House on Sunday, 
March 22 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm. Visitors are welcome to 
tour the school and see the academic excellence and Chris-
tian values that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience 
the award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

IN-SCHOOL STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The beautiful Stations of the Cross that graced the 
Convent Chapel now have a new home. The Stations 
have been mounted in the hallways of our school and 
now give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. On Thursday of the first 
week in Lent, Fr. John came to school and blessed the 
Stations accompanied by Dr. Dougherty and the 8th grade 

A NOTE FROM MARYANN:  This Lent is an opportuni-
ty to deepen our relationship with Jesus. Many of us will 
give up something for Lent. Many of us will try to better 
serve those in need this Lent. Some of us will try to spend 
more time in prayer during these 40 days. But may I 
suggest something else? There is a saying that if we want 
to be closer to God, to deepen our relationship to Jesus, 
all we have to do every moment is surrender to the will of 
God. Perhaps at this stage of our Lenten journey we could 
spend 30 seconds to 1 minute each day in silence. Just sit 
in silence and be still. Just sit in silence and take a breath. 
This seems so simple but yet God comes to us in the 
silence. Let us listen to the voice of God and perhaps we 
will hear God’s will. We have many opportunities to bring 
the Good News of Jesus to our family, our Parish, our 
friends and our community. Perhaps we can listen and 
hear that to which God is calling each of us. 

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY: There is still time to partici-
pate in our Lenten Programs this season. Our speaker for 
the Soup, Salad and Speaker Series this Wednesday at 6:15pm 
in Conner Hall is Fr. Carmen D’Amico. All Are Welcome. 

There is still room to join Around the Lenten Circle on 
Tuesdays at 7:00pm in Conner Hall and the book discus-
sion of The Passion and the Cross on Thursday after-
noons at 1:45pm in Conner Hall. Call the O�ce of Faith 
Formation at 412-922-6388 for information.

Our Children’s Liturgy takes place at the 11:00am Mass on 
Sunday mornings. The children hear the Scriptures at their 
level of understanding and participate in activities and 
discussion to help them relate the Scripture to their expe-
riences. All children pre-school through 4th grade are 
welcome! We are in need of a few adults to help with this 
ministry. Preparation time is minimal but requires atten-
dance at the 11:00am Mass. Help and training are provid-
ed. If you feel called to help with this ministry, please 
contact the O�ce of Religious Education at 412-922-6388.

Our 7th and 8th grade Edge will take place on Monday, 
March 9 at 7:00pm in Kelty Hall. Our theme is “Desert 
Wandering: The Liturgical Season of Lent.” All 7th and 8th 
grade students are welcome.

Our next Religious Education Family Night will be held on 
Monday, March 16 at 7:00pm. Our theme will be the 
Stations of the Cross for Children & Families. Each family 
will gather in Kelty Hall to learn about the Stations of the 
Cross and to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day and St. Joseph’s 
Day. What a wonderful opportunity to pass on these 
prayerful Catholic traditions to our children. Each family 
is asked to bring one can good for St. Joseph’s table to 
help those in need.
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Religious  
Education

Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education  
412-922-6388 stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

OUR 2020 MASS BOOK IS AGAIN OPEN
Since we are now reasonably sure that everyone who 
wanted to schedule a Mass in 2020 has been given ample 
opportunity to do so, we are once again opening the 
2020 Mass Book to those who wish to schedule addition-
al Masses. Mass Request Forms are in the church vesti-
bules. Parishioners may schedule one (1) additional 
Sunday Mass Intention and (1) additional weekday Mass.  

Please keep in mind that Masses are not only for the 
deceased but may be o�ered for Wedding Anniversaries, 
Birthdays, etc.

Church Cleaning for E�ter
We will be cleaning St. Philip 
Church in preparation for 
Easter on Thursday evening, 
March 26. Please keep this date 
in mind and consider lending 
us a hand. Watch the bulletin 
for details.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING SESSION
Diocesan policy dictates that any adult ministering or 
volunteering in a parish or school (lectors, ushers, 
Eucharistic Ministers, choir members, cantors, CCD 
teachers and volunteers, fundraiser helpers, such as Fish 
Fry, flea market, etc.) is required to take a 3-hour work-
shop titled, “Protecting God’s Children.” This is a onetime 
training session. If you have not previously completed 
this workshop, you are encouraged to attend the upcom-
ing session here at St. Philip Parish on Monday, March 23 
at 6:30pm in Conner Hall of Ascension Worship Site. 
Contact Maureen Takach at 412-922-6300 x 6 to register.

If you are unable to attend this session, one will be 
o�ered on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30pm at St. Pius X, 
Brookline. Participants MUST register by calling Patty 
Schwerin at 412-563-0858. This class may also be taken 
online. See www.diopitt.org.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS this weekend at 
2:00am Sunday morning. Remember to set your clocks 
ahead an hour.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Lent: 

Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 
ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the tempta-
tions of the Evil One.  It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using 
the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God, and penance.

Renewing Ourselves In Lent Through Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving 
Prayer: The more we knock, the more the door of our awareness opens.  
How will we commit to daily prayer? How do we prepare ourselves for 
the Sunday liturgy each week? How can we strengthen our participation 
at Mass? List three ways in which you will renew your commitment to 
pray in Lent.

Fasting: Fasting means consuming less. Abstinence means avoiding a 
certain kind of thing, such as meat or television.  Fasting and abstinence 
disciplines the body to rely less on the things of this world, and creates a 
greater dependence on God. List three ways in which you will renew 
yourself through fasting in Lent.

Almsgiving: We generally think of almsgiving as a financial contribution.  
But we can give our time and talent as well as our treasure. How do we 
spend our time? What are our talents that we can share? What do we 
treasure? List three ways in which you will renew yourself through shar-
ing your time, talents and treasure in Lent.           Continued on page 13

purple and that the bareness of the altar signified our 
walking into the desert with Jesus to get away from the 
things that distract our attention from Jesus. He remind-
ed the children that Lent is a gift to be used to focus on 
Jesus and becoming better followers of Him.

PRE-SCHOOL CORNER
Pre-K and Pre-school held their annual tea parties for 
grandparents. There were games, stories, dancing and 
singing, and of course, tea and treats.

class. The students were extremely reverent as they 
became the first of hopefully many classes to pray the 
Stations in our hallways. These works of art and inspira-
tion are a wonderful reminder of the legacy of faith 
formed by the Sisters of Charity who served our Parish 
and School for over 100 years.

FORENSICS FINALS/ALL STARS TOURNAMENT
Our students and parents alike were stars at the 
Finals/All Stars Forensics meet! Places were as follows:

Poetry: Everett Sargent - (2nd), Alise Och - (2nd)
Prose: Natalie Kirsch, Rachel McDevitt, Sohpia 
Muoio - (all 1st)
Drama: Lillianna Peterson, Sean Kelsch, Julianna 
Umalin - (all 1st)
Dec: Katelyn Miller - (2nd)
Multiple Readers: Isabella Malloy, Presley Holmes, 
Gia Marino, Keeley Sniadach 
and John Henry Luke - (2nd)

Special Congratulations to Lillianna 
Peterson who finished 1st in Drama, 
Sean Kelsch who finished 5th in 
Drama and Sophia Muoio who 
finished 2nd in Prose in the All Stars 
round.

SCHOOL MASSES FEBRUARY 21 & ASH WEDNESDAY
7th Grade hosted the Friday Mass which was celebrated 
by Fr. Gizler and Fr. Scheib. In his homily, Fr. Gizler 
prepared the children for Ash Wednesday and Lent 
which he pointed out would be a change of seasons in 
the Church. It will be a time of retreat to think about how 
we can change to follow Jesus more closely and prepare 
to celebrate the great feast of Easter.

On Ash Wednesday with 8th Grade hosting, Fr. John 
reiterated his message of change for Lent. He pointed out 
that the church decorations and colors had changed to 

Families enjoyed the Lenten stations during the 
Religious Education Mardi Gras celebration.

Crafts and food were part of the Religious 
Education Mardi Gras celebration.

Fr. Forbidussi speaks to the students and their 
families during the final prayer at the Mardi 
Gras celebration.

Forgiveness “To forgive another person from the heart is an 
act of liberation. We set that person free from the negative 
bonds that exist between us. We say, “I no longer hold your 
o�ense against you.” We also free ourselves from the 
burden of being the “o�ended one.” As long as we do not 
forgive those who have wounded us, we carry them 
with us, or worse, pull them as a heavy load. The great 
temptation is to cling in anger to our enemies and then 
define ourselves as being o�ended and wounded by 
them. Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the 
other but also ourselves. (Fr. Henri Nouwen)

MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Are you still looking for ways to make your Lenten 
journey more meaningful? Here are some suggestions 
to improve your spiritual regimen:

• Exercise your patience today in all things.

• Do not make any complaints today.

• Avoid any gossip, instead say extra prayers to 

 overcome this fault.

• Practice humility in all your actions. 

• Be generous and help someone in need.

• Do a job that needs to be done without being 
  asked.

• Visit someone who is sick, in a hospital, nursing 
  facility or assisted living facility.

• Tell the truth in all your dealings.

• Avoid vanity or self-centered actions.

• Be courageous; walk away from impure situations. 



GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the GRACE program may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending 
it to the school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pitts-
burgh 15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May GRACE 
program on May 1, which will include our May Crowning 
ceremony and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is April 29. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits 
the school. 

ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE – FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding Open House on Sunday, 
March 22 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm. Visitors are welcome to 
tour the school and see the academic excellence and Chris-
tian values that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience 
the award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

IN-SCHOOL STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The beautiful Stations of the Cross that graced the 
Convent Chapel now have a new home. The Stations 
have been mounted in the hallways of our school and 
now give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. On Thursday of the first 
week in Lent, Fr. John came to school and blessed the 
Stations accompanied by Dr. Dougherty and the 8th grade 

Due to the Lenten Book Discussion in Conner Hall on 
Thursday, March 19 the St. Philip Grief Support Group 
will meet from 12:00pm to 1:00pm. This is a onetime 
change from the usual meeting time. The Grief Support 
Group is a caring, sharing group for adults who have lost 
a loved one to death. Participants may talk about their 
experiences or listen to others. Friends and relatives are 
welcome to accompany anyone choosing to attend. The 
Grief Support Group sign will on the door.

CATHOLIC MEN’S FELLOWSHIP OF PITTSBURGH
— A free half-day conference focused on developing 
Catholic fellowship will be presented at Holy Trinity 
Church of Archangel Gabriel Parish (5718 Steubenville 
Pike) on Saturday, March 14 from 1:00pm to 6:00pm.  
Speaker for the conference will be Dave VanVickle 
whose talks will include: Spiritual Awakening and Form-
ing Fellowship and Going into the World & Making Disciples 
to All Nations. Workshops will include: Exploring Fellow-
ship Formation, Strengthening Fellowship Formation, and 
Casting into the Deep for the Next Generation (Young 
Adults). In addition to the talks and workshops, the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available. The day 
will end with a Vigil Mass at 5:00pm. All men are 
welcome! Register online at www.cmfpitt.org.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE — Again 
this year, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Council of 
Pittsburgh is sponsoring the 40 Day Challenge, which is a 
great way to give alms that even children can participate 

in. The 40 Day Challenge calls people to pick one item 
each day of Lent to donate to any of the four  St. Vincent 
de Paul thrift stores, which are located in Coraopolis, 
Castle Shannon, Monroeville and Penn Hills.  The stores 
accept donations of clothing, shoes, accessories, linens, 
household goods and kitchenware among other things. 
Your one box of donated items can make a big di�erence 
in the lives of our friends in need! Please consider taking 
on the challenge; it’s never too late to start!

We would also like to remind you that we are still 
collecting jeans for homeless men and women. The 
collection will continue through the end of March. Bins 
are located at the main entrances of both the St. Philip 
and Ascension Worship Sites. We are ONLY accepting 
new or gently used, adult men’s and women’s jeans. The 
jeans must be washed and free of holes, paint and 
stains. We are NOT collecting any other clothing items.  
Please do not place the jeans in bags when placing them 
into the bins. Thank you in advance for your donations!

Last week, your generous donations enabled us to assist 
a single mother with $275 for rent; a household was 
assisted with a furnace replacement; and a single mother 
was given a box spring for her child’s bed, as well as a 
clothing voucher and a household goods voucher for use 
at one of the St. Vincent de Paul thrift stores. Thank you 
for your support of our friends in need!

If you would like to make a monetary donation or a dona-
tion of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please place your dona-
tion in one of the poor boxes or mail them to the parish 
o�ce at 114 Berry Street. If you would like to make a dona-
tion of furniture or household goods, please call or text our 
hotline at 412-444-8140 or email us at svdp.saint.philip@ 
gmail.com to arrange a pickup. If you would like to donate 
clothing, shoes or accessories, you can call, text or email us 
to arrange a pickup, or your donation can be placed in the 
blue bins in front of the Hope House at St. Philip. Please do 
not place any other items in those bins or leave anything 
on the sidewalk.  Also, we are always looking for volun-
teers! If you’d like to join us in helping our friends in need, 
please call, text or email us or stop by one of our meetings, 
which are held every Tuesday evening at 6:30pm in the 
Hope House located on the St. Philip campus.

As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of 
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.
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Ministries 
& Societies

OUR 2020 MASS BOOK IS AGAIN OPEN
Since we are now reasonably sure that everyone who 
wanted to schedule a Mass in 2020 has been given ample 
opportunity to do so, we are once again opening the 
2020 Mass Book to those who wish to schedule addition-
al Masses. Mass Request Forms are in the church vesti-
bules. Parishioners may schedule one (1) additional 
Sunday Mass Intention and (1) additional weekday Mass.  

Please keep in mind that Masses are not only for the 
deceased but may be o�ered for Wedding Anniversaries, 
Birthdays, etc.

Church Cleaning for E�ter
We will be cleaning St. Philip 
Church in preparation for 
Easter on Thursday evening, 
March 26. Please keep this date 
in mind and consider lending 
us a hand. Watch the bulletin 
for details.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING SESSION
Diocesan policy dictates that any adult ministering or 
volunteering in a parish or school (lectors, ushers, 
Eucharistic Ministers, choir members, cantors, CCD 
teachers and volunteers, fundraiser helpers, such as Fish 
Fry, flea market, etc.) is required to take a 3-hour work-
shop titled, “Protecting God’s Children.” This is a onetime 
training session. If you have not previously completed 
this workshop, you are encouraged to attend the upcom-
ing session here at St. Philip Parish on Monday, March 23 
at 6:30pm in Conner Hall of Ascension Worship Site. 
Contact Maureen Takach at 412-922-6300 x 6 to register.

If you are unable to attend this session, one will be 
o�ered on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30pm at St. Pius X, 
Brookline. Participants MUST register by calling Patty 
Schwerin at 412-563-0858. This class may also be taken 
online. See www.diopitt.org.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS this weekend at 
2:00am Sunday morning. Remember to set your clocks 
ahead an hour.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Lent: 

Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 
ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the tempta-
tions of the Evil One.  It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using 
the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God, and penance.

Renewing Ourselves In Lent Through Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving 
Prayer: The more we knock, the more the door of our awareness opens.  
How will we commit to daily prayer? How do we prepare ourselves for 
the Sunday liturgy each week? How can we strengthen our participation 
at Mass? List three ways in which you will renew your commitment to 
pray in Lent.

Fasting: Fasting means consuming less. Abstinence means avoiding a 
certain kind of thing, such as meat or television.  Fasting and abstinence 
disciplines the body to rely less on the things of this world, and creates a 
greater dependence on God. List three ways in which you will renew 
yourself through fasting in Lent.

Almsgiving: We generally think of almsgiving as a financial contribution.  
But we can give our time and talent as well as our treasure. How do we 
spend our time? What are our talents that we can share? What do we 
treasure? List three ways in which you will renew yourself through shar-
ing your time, talents and treasure in Lent.           Continued on page 13

purple and that the bareness of the altar signified our 
walking into the desert with Jesus to get away from the 
things that distract our attention from Jesus. He remind-
ed the children that Lent is a gift to be used to focus on 
Jesus and becoming better followers of Him.

PRE-SCHOOL CORNER
Pre-K and Pre-school held their annual tea parties for 
grandparents. There were games, stories, dancing and 
singing, and of course, tea and treats.

class. The students were extremely reverent as they 
became the first of hopefully many classes to pray the 
Stations in our hallways. These works of art and inspira-
tion are a wonderful reminder of the legacy of faith 
formed by the Sisters of Charity who served our Parish 
and School for over 100 years.

FORENSICS FINALS/ALL STARS TOURNAMENT
Our students and parents alike were stars at the 
Finals/All Stars Forensics meet! Places were as follows:

Poetry: Everett Sargent - (2nd), Alise Och - (2nd)
Prose: Natalie Kirsch, Rachel McDevitt, Sohpia 
Muoio - (all 1st)
Drama: Lillianna Peterson, Sean Kelsch, Julianna 
Umalin - (all 1st)
Dec: Katelyn Miller - (2nd)
Multiple Readers: Isabella Malloy, Presley Holmes, 
Gia Marino, Keeley Sniadach 
and John Henry Luke - (2nd)

Special Congratulations to Lillianna 
Peterson who finished 1st in Drama, 
Sean Kelsch who finished 5th in 
Drama and Sophia Muoio who 
finished 2nd in Prose in the All Stars 
round.

SCHOOL MASSES FEBRUARY 21 & ASH WEDNESDAY
7th Grade hosted the Friday Mass which was celebrated 
by Fr. Gizler and Fr. Scheib. In his homily, Fr. Gizler 
prepared the children for Ash Wednesday and Lent 
which he pointed out would be a change of seasons in 
the Church. It will be a time of retreat to think about how 
we can change to follow Jesus more closely and prepare 
to celebrate the great feast of Easter.

On Ash Wednesday with 8th Grade hosting, Fr. John 
reiterated his message of change for Lent. He pointed out 
that the church decorations and colors had changed to 

40 DAY�a�enge

Forgiveness “To forgive another person from the heart is an 
act of liberation. We set that person free from the negative 
bonds that exist between us. We say, “I no longer hold your 
o�ense against you.” We also free ourselves from the 
burden of being the “o�ended one.” As long as we do not 
forgive those who have wounded us, we carry them 
with us, or worse, pull them as a heavy load. The great 
temptation is to cling in anger to our enemies and then 
define ourselves as being o�ended and wounded by 
them. Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the 
other but also ourselves. (Fr. Henri Nouwen)

MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Are you still looking for ways to make your Lenten 
journey more meaningful? Here are some suggestions 
to improve your spiritual regimen:

• Exercise your patience today in all things.

• Do not make any complaints today.

• Avoid any gossip, instead say extra prayers to 

 overcome this fault.

• Practice humility in all your actions. 

• Be generous and help someone in need.

• Do a job that needs to be done without being 
  asked.

• Visit someone who is sick, in a hospital, nursing 
  facility or assisted living facility.

• Tell the truth in all your dealings.

• Avoid vanity or self-centered actions.

• Be courageous; walk away from impure situations. 



GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the GRACE program may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending 
it to the school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pitts-
burgh 15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May GRACE 
program on May 1, which will include our May Crowning 
ceremony and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is April 29. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits 
the school. 

ST. PHILIP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE – FOLLOW 
JESUS THE ANGELWAY AT ST PHILIP SCHOOL
St. Philip School will be holding Open House on Sunday, 
March 22 from 12:00pm to 2:00pm. Visitors are welcome to 
tour the school and see the academic excellence and Chris-
tian values that distinguish St. Philip School. Experience 
the award-winning teaching, technology and faith forma-
tion that enable St. Philip School to prepare your child for a 
lifetime of achievement. Contact us at 412-928-2742.

IN-SCHOOL STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The beautiful Stations of the Cross that graced the 
Convent Chapel now have a new home. The Stations 
have been mounted in the hallways of our school and 
now give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. On Thursday of the first 
week in Lent, Fr. John came to school and blessed the 
Stations accompanied by Dr. Dougherty and the 8th grade 

12  |  Second Sunday of Lent

OUR 2020 MASS BOOK IS AGAIN OPEN
Since we are now reasonably sure that everyone who 
wanted to schedule a Mass in 2020 has been given ample 
opportunity to do so, we are once again opening the 
2020 Mass Book to those who wish to schedule addition-
al Masses. Mass Request Forms are in the church vesti-
bules. Parishioners may schedule one (1) additional 
Sunday Mass Intention and (1) additional weekday Mass.  

Please keep in mind that Masses are not only for the 
deceased but may be o�ered for Wedding Anniversaries, 
Birthdays, etc.

Church Cleaning for E�ter
We will be cleaning St. Philip 
Church in preparation for 
Easter on Thursday evening, 
March 26. Please keep this date 
in mind and consider lending 
us a hand. Watch the bulletin 
for details.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING SESSION
Diocesan policy dictates that any adult ministering or 
volunteering in a parish or school (lectors, ushers, 
Eucharistic Ministers, choir members, cantors, CCD 
teachers and volunteers, fundraiser helpers, such as Fish 
Fry, flea market, etc.) is required to take a 3-hour work-
shop titled, “Protecting God’s Children.” This is a onetime 
training session. If you have not previously completed 
this workshop, you are encouraged to attend the upcom-
ing session here at St. Philip Parish on Monday, March 23 
at 6:30pm in Conner Hall of Ascension Worship Site. 
Contact Maureen Takach at 412-922-6300 x 6 to register.

If you are unable to attend this session, one will be 
o�ered on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30pm at St. Pius X, 
Brookline. Participants MUST register by calling Patty 
Schwerin at 412-563-0858. This class may also be taken 
online. See www.diopitt.org.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS this weekend at 
2:00am Sunday morning. Remember to set your clocks 
ahead an hour.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Lent: 

Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 
ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the tempta-
tions of the Evil One.  It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using 
the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God, and penance.

Renewing Ourselves In Lent Through Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving 
Prayer: The more we knock, the more the door of our awareness opens.  
How will we commit to daily prayer? How do we prepare ourselves for 
the Sunday liturgy each week? How can we strengthen our participation 
at Mass? List three ways in which you will renew your commitment to 
pray in Lent.

Fasting: Fasting means consuming less. Abstinence means avoiding a 
certain kind of thing, such as meat or television.  Fasting and abstinence 
disciplines the body to rely less on the things of this world, and creates a 
greater dependence on God. List three ways in which you will renew 
yourself through fasting in Lent.

Almsgiving: We generally think of almsgiving as a financial contribution.  
But we can give our time and talent as well as our treasure. How do we 
spend our time? What are our talents that we can share? What do we 
treasure? List three ways in which you will renew yourself through shar-
ing your time, talents and treasure in Lent.           Continued on page 13

purple and that the bareness of the altar signified our 
walking into the desert with Jesus to get away from the 
things that distract our attention from Jesus. He remind-
ed the children that Lent is a gift to be used to focus on 
Jesus and becoming better followers of Him.

PRE-SCHOOL CORNER
Pre-K and Pre-school held their annual tea parties for 
grandparents. There were games, stories, dancing and 
singing, and of course, tea and treats.

2020 Lenten Season
at Saint Philip Parish

Following Jesus to the Foot of the Cross

• Tuesday Lenten Faith Sharing Series •
March 10, 17, 24, 31 from 7:00pm to 8:15pm in Conner Hall

“Around the Lenten Circle” (Facilitator: Debbie Sullen)
Registration required. Call the Faith Formation O�ce at 412-922-6388 to register.

• Wednesday Evening Soup & Speaker Series •
6:15pm to 8:15pm in Conner Hall & Ascension Church.

March 11 — Fr. Carmen D’Amico — “Following Jesus’ Example to Love Your Enemies”
March 18 — Deacon Bill Batz — “Following Jesus’ Example to Forgive”

March 25 — Eileen Colianni — “Obstacles to Following Jesus”
April 1 — Fr. Samuel Esposito — “Not My Will But Yours”

Join us for this popular Lenten series as we welcome special guest speakers 
and enjoy a homemade dinner of soups, bread, salad and dessert.

• Thursday Lenten Book Discussion •
March 12, 19 from 1:30pm to 2:45pm in Conner Hall

Facilitator: MaryAnn Garfold. Based on Fr. Ronald Rolheiser’s The Passion and the Cross.
Registration required. Call the Faith Formation O�ce at 412-922-6388 to register. 

• Stations of the Cross •
March 13, 20, 27 at 7:00pm in Ascension Church

Join us for the traditional and modern interpretations of 
this devotion on the Fridays of Lent.

• Shadow Stations of the Cross •
April 3 at 7:00pm in St. Philip Church

Join our St. Philip School children for this very moving 
interpretation of the Stations of the Cross. 

• Lenten Tenebrae Prayer Service •
Sunday, March 29 at 6:30pm in St. Philip Church

Join us for this very moving prayer service which combines, music, Scripture and light.

• The Light is On For You Confessions •
Wednesday, April 1 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm in St. Philip Church only.

• Lenten Parish Penance Service •
Thursday, April 2 at 7:00pm in St. Philip Church. 

class. The students were extremely reverent as they 
became the first of hopefully many classes to pray the 
Stations in our hallways. These works of art and inspira-
tion are a wonderful reminder of the legacy of faith 
formed by the Sisters of Charity who served our Parish 
and School for over 100 years.

FORENSICS FINALS/ALL STARS TOURNAMENT
Our students and parents alike were stars at the 
Finals/All Stars Forensics meet! Places were as follows:

Poetry: Everett Sargent - (2nd), Alise Och - (2nd)
Prose: Natalie Kirsch, Rachel McDevitt, Sohpia 
Muoio - (all 1st)
Drama: Lillianna Peterson, Sean Kelsch, Julianna 
Umalin - (all 1st)
Dec: Katelyn Miller - (2nd)
Multiple Readers: Isabella Malloy, Presley Holmes, 
Gia Marino, Keeley Sniadach 
and John Henry Luke - (2nd)

Special Congratulations to Lillianna 
Peterson who finished 1st in Drama, 
Sean Kelsch who finished 5th in 
Drama and Sophia Muoio who 
finished 2nd in Prose in the All Stars 
round.

SCHOOL MASSES FEBRUARY 21 & ASH WEDNESDAY
7th Grade hosted the Friday Mass which was celebrated 
by Fr. Gizler and Fr. Scheib. In his homily, Fr. Gizler 
prepared the children for Ash Wednesday and Lent 
which he pointed out would be a change of seasons in 
the Church. It will be a time of retreat to think about how 
we can change to follow Jesus more closely and prepare 
to celebrate the great feast of Easter.

On Ash Wednesday with 8th Grade hosting, Fr. John 
reiterated his message of change for Lent. He pointed out 
that the church decorations and colors had changed to 

Forgiveness “To forgive another person from the heart is an 
act of liberation. We set that person free from the negative 
bonds that exist between us. We say, “I no longer hold your 
o�ense against you.” We also free ourselves from the 
burden of being the “o�ended one.” As long as we do not 
forgive those who have wounded us, we carry them 
with us, or worse, pull them as a heavy load. The great 
temptation is to cling in anger to our enemies and then 
define ourselves as being o�ended and wounded by 
them. Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the 
other but also ourselves. (Fr. Henri Nouwen)

MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Are you still looking for ways to make your Lenten 
journey more meaningful? Here are some suggestions 
to improve your spiritual regimen:

• Exercise your patience today in all things.

• Do not make any complaints today.

• Avoid any gossip, instead say extra prayers to 

 overcome this fault.

• Practice humility in all your actions. 

• Be generous and help someone in need.

• Do a job that needs to be done without being 
  asked.

• Visit someone who is sick, in a hospital, nursing 
  facility or assisted living facility.

• Tell the truth in all your dealings.

• Avoid vanity or self-centered actions.

• Be courageous; walk away from impure situations. 
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OUR 2020 MASS BOOK IS AGAIN OPEN
Since we are now reasonably sure that everyone who 
wanted to schedule a Mass in 2020 has been given ample 
opportunity to do so, we are once again opening the 
2020 Mass Book to those who wish to schedule addition-
al Masses. Mass Request Forms are in the church vesti-
bules. Parishioners may schedule one (1) additional 
Sunday Mass Intention and (1) additional weekday Mass.  

Please keep in mind that Masses are not only for the 
deceased but may be o�ered for Wedding Anniversaries, 
Birthdays, etc.

Church Cleaning for E�ter
We will be cleaning St. Philip 
Church in preparation for 
Easter on Thursday evening, 
March 26. Please keep this date 
in mind and consider lending 
us a hand. Watch the bulletin 
for details.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING SESSION
Diocesan policy dictates that any adult ministering or 
volunteering in a parish or school (lectors, ushers, 
Eucharistic Ministers, choir members, cantors, CCD 
teachers and volunteers, fundraiser helpers, such as Fish 
Fry, flea market, etc.) is required to take a 3-hour work-
shop titled, “Protecting God’s Children.” This is a onetime 
training session. If you have not previously completed 
this workshop, you are encouraged to attend the upcom-
ing session here at St. Philip Parish on Monday, March 23 
at 6:30pm in Conner Hall of Ascension Worship Site. 
Contact Maureen Takach at 412-922-6300 x 6 to register.

If you are unable to attend this session, one will be 
o�ered on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30pm at St. Pius X, 
Brookline. Participants MUST register by calling Patty 
Schwerin at 412-563-0858. This class may also be taken 
online. See www.diopitt.org.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS this weekend at 
2:00am Sunday morning. Remember to set your clocks 
ahead an hour.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Lent: 

Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 
ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the tempta-
tions of the Evil One.  It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using 
the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God, and penance.

Renewing Ourselves In Lent Through Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving 
Prayer: The more we knock, the more the door of our awareness opens.  
How will we commit to daily prayer? How do we prepare ourselves for 
the Sunday liturgy each week? How can we strengthen our participation 
at Mass? List three ways in which you will renew your commitment to 
pray in Lent.

Fasting: Fasting means consuming less. Abstinence means avoiding a 
certain kind of thing, such as meat or television.  Fasting and abstinence 
disciplines the body to rely less on the things of this world, and creates a 
greater dependence on God. List three ways in which you will renew 
yourself through fasting in Lent.

Almsgiving: We generally think of almsgiving as a financial contribution.  
But we can give our time and talent as well as our treasure. How do we 
spend our time? What are our talents that we can share? What do we 
treasure? List three ways in which you will renew yourself through shar-
ing your time, talents and treasure in Lent.           Continued on page 13

2020 MENU
FISH SANDWICH   $7.00

FISH DINNER   $8.25
(Fish sandwich, fries, coleslaw)

BAKED FISH DINNER  $9.00
(Cod baked in OJ, fries, coleslaw, roll)
(Price subject to change depending on market value).

JUMBO SHRIMP DINNER $10.00
(5 Shrimp, fries, coleslaw, roll)

CRABCAKE DINNER  $10.00
(3 Homemade Crabcakes, fries, coleslaw, roll)

SEAFOOD PLATTER  $10.50
(Fish, 2 Shrimp, Crabcake, fries, coleslaw, roll)

MACARONI & CHEESE  $2.00

GREEN BEANS   $1.00

GRILLED CHEESE   $2.00

Also, available at the Dessert Area!

SOUP   HALUSKI

BEVERAGES  DESSERTS

Eat-in 0r  Take-out
FRIDAYS of LENT: 4:00pm — 7:00pm 

GOOD FRIDAY: 3:00pm — 7:00pm

ST. PHILIP PARISH 
(at Ascension Site - 114 Berry Street)

Forgiveness “To forgive another person from the heart is an 
act of liberation. We set that person free from the negative 
bonds that exist between us. We say, “I no longer hold your 
o�ense against you.” We also free ourselves from the 
burden of being the “o�ended one.” As long as we do not 
forgive those who have wounded us, we carry them 
with us, or worse, pull them as a heavy load. The great 
temptation is to cling in anger to our enemies and then 
define ourselves as being o�ended and wounded by 
them. Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the 
other but also ourselves. (Fr. Henri Nouwen)

MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Are you still looking for ways to make your Lenten 
journey more meaningful? Here are some suggestions 
to improve your spiritual regimen:

• Exercise your patience today in all things.

• Do not make any complaints today.

• Avoid any gossip, instead say extra prayers to 

 overcome this fault.

• Practice humility in all your actions. 

• Be generous and help someone in need.

• Do a job that needs to be done without being 
  asked.

• Visit someone who is sick, in a hospital, nursing 
  facility or assisted living facility.

• Tell the truth in all your dealings.

• Avoid vanity or self-centered actions.

• Be courageous; walk away from impure situations. 

Continued from page 5
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OUR 2020 MASS BOOK IS AGAIN OPEN
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wanted to schedule a Mass in 2020 has been given ample 
opportunity to do so, we are once again opening the 
2020 Mass Book to those who wish to schedule addition-
al Masses. Mass Request Forms are in the church vesti-
bules. Parishioners may schedule one (1) additional 
Sunday Mass Intention and (1) additional weekday Mass.  

Please keep in mind that Masses are not only for the 
deceased but may be o�ered for Wedding Anniversaries, 
Birthdays, etc.

Church Cleaning for E�ter
We will be cleaning St. Philip 
Church in preparation for 
Easter on Thursday evening, 
March 26. Please keep this date 
in mind and consider lending 
us a hand. Watch the bulletin 
for details.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING SESSION
Diocesan policy dictates that any adult ministering or 
volunteering in a parish or school (lectors, ushers, 
Eucharistic Ministers, choir members, cantors, CCD 
teachers and volunteers, fundraiser helpers, such as Fish 
Fry, flea market, etc.) is required to take a 3-hour work-
shop titled, “Protecting God’s Children.” This is a onetime 
training session. If you have not previously completed 
this workshop, you are encouraged to attend the upcom-
ing session here at St. Philip Parish on Monday, March 23 
at 6:30pm in Conner Hall of Ascension Worship Site. 
Contact Maureen Takach at 412-922-6300 x 6 to register.

If you are unable to attend this session, one will be 
o�ered on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30pm at St. Pius X, 
Brookline. Participants MUST register by calling Patty 
Schwerin at 412-563-0858. This class may also be taken 
online. See www.diopitt.org.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS this weekend at 
2:00am Sunday morning. Remember to set your clocks 
ahead an hour.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Lent: 

Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 
ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the tempta-
tions of the Evil One.  It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using 
the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God, and penance.

Renewing Ourselves In Lent Through Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving 
Prayer: The more we knock, the more the door of our awareness opens.  
How will we commit to daily prayer? How do we prepare ourselves for 
the Sunday liturgy each week? How can we strengthen our participation 
at Mass? List three ways in which you will renew your commitment to 
pray in Lent.

Fasting: Fasting means consuming less. Abstinence means avoiding a 
certain kind of thing, such as meat or television.  Fasting and abstinence 
disciplines the body to rely less on the things of this world, and creates a 
greater dependence on God. List three ways in which you will renew 
yourself through fasting in Lent.

Almsgiving: We generally think of almsgiving as a financial contribution.  
But we can give our time and talent as well as our treasure. How do we 
spend our time? What are our talents that we can share? What do we 
treasure? List three ways in which you will renew yourself through shar-
ing your time, talents and treasure in Lent.           Continued on page 13

ENROLLED DONOR             ENROLLED                       DONOR

Charles H. Spires A Friend Bill & Thelma Seaman Family & Friends
Jack & Bernice Sigh Bernice Sigh Kim Harbaugh St. Philip School Family
Mary Collins Klemmer Mary Pat Collins Mr. & Mrs. Jack McGinley Family
Harry Collins Mary Pat Collins Albert Dzurichko Mr & Mrs Douglas Hagg
Byron & Pat Collins Family & Friends Joseph & Margaret Tracy Family & Friends
Mary Jo Dowds Family & Friends Jim Reilly  Family
Sr. Jane Catherine Bernice Sigh Sister Annina Fox Friends  
Vincent Rea, Jr. Vincent Rea Family John Sebesta Virginia Sebesta
Vincent Rea, Sr. Italia Rea RobertM&SaraKChamberlin Chamberlin Family
Vincent & Italia Rea Vincent & Italia Rea Family Tom Petrone Family & Friends
Marie Renvers Joe Renvers William & Gen Kennedy Family & Friends
Ken&Audrey Werner Werner&Wrabley Family Edward Witt Family & Friends
Helen Hennessey Pete, Matt, & Amanda 
Drew & Florence Starr Friends & Family Terry & Delys Keeley Pat Keeley
Barrett Family Family Smith & Colosimo Families Mr & Mrs Jay Smith
Boden Family Family Marilyn Seitz Bob Seitz
Sam Hicks Peter Hennessey Gwyn Groh Alice Tempert
William Ley Family & Friends Marcel & Margaret Laurent Miss Astwood
MaryAdelaide&Christopher Sprowls Family & Friends Thomas W. Hipkiss, Jr Hipkiss Family
Thomas Sworski, PhD Stanley Sworski Sr. Rosaire St. Phlip School Family
Mary & Edward Stewart  Eileen Cox Florence Hall  
Tom Leskanic Anthony S. Michalski Jeremy Dentel  
Tim Megyesy Family & Friends Richard Smith  Josie  Surma
Thomas & Angela Witt Family & Friends John Ocheske  
Msgr. Robert Garland The Chamberlin Family John & Betty Bodnar Donna Bodnar
Daniel Brannan St. Philip Children Richard Smith Gail Gilles
Ignatius Laux Family and Friends Roberta Scanlon  
Italia Rea  B J Scuglia Barbara Gilles  
Ed Leithauser Family and Friends Sr. M. Rosaire Wilker  
Alice Bryson Shock John Shock Margaret Barker St. Phlip School Family
Edward Huth Family and Friends Mrs Marg Boss Anita Macklin& Family
Joseph Hayes Family and Friends Florence Hall Marge Reilly

DECEASED              

DECEASED  -  PERPETUAL

Paul & Jeanne Plummer Marge Reilly Charlene Rusnak  Jerry & Peggy Wrabley & Family
Pat Thompson  James M. O'Connor Sr  Cathy O'Connor
Debra Patti Faith & Dennis Moore McElligott Family
David Szcypinski Sweeney Family

Landon Kuentz St. Philip School Family
Ryle Lasky
Henry Poppert

THINKING OF YOU DECEASED              

NEW BABY

GRACE PROGRAM: Gifts Re-A�rming A Catholic Education 
Program Enrollees — March 11, 2020
Our February/March celebration will be held March 11 during Stations of the Cross. Our May 
program will be held on May 11 and will include May Crowning and Mother’s Day Remembrance. 
Deadline for May enrollment is April 29. May enrollments may be made by placing your request in 
the collection basket or sending it to the school o�ce @ 52 West Crafton Ave., Pittsburgh PA 15205. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school.

Forgiveness “To forgive another person from the heart is an 
act of liberation. We set that person free from the negative 
bonds that exist between us. We say, “I no longer hold your 
o�ense against you.” We also free ourselves from the 
burden of being the “o�ended one.” As long as we do not 
forgive those who have wounded us, we carry them 
with us, or worse, pull them as a heavy load. The great 
temptation is to cling in anger to our enemies and then 
define ourselves as being o�ended and wounded by 
them. Forgiveness, therefore, liberates not only the 
other but also ourselves. (Fr. Henri Nouwen)

MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Are you still looking for ways to make your Lenten 
journey more meaningful? Here are some suggestions 
to improve your spiritual regimen:

• Exercise your patience today in all things.

• Do not make any complaints today.

• Avoid any gossip, instead say extra prayers to 

 overcome this fault.

• Practice humility in all your actions. 

• Be generous and help someone in need.

• Do a job that needs to be done without being 
  asked.

• Visit someone who is sick, in a hospital, nursing 
  facility or assisted living facility.

• Tell the truth in all your dealings.

• Avoid vanity or self-centered actions.

• Be courageous; walk away from impure situations. 
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JIM & LOU TORCASI
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Roofing • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
 922-0543 922-8044Parishioners

 COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh
 412-921-4504 Pharmacy 921-7250

 THORNWOOD VETERINARY HOSPITAL
 (1/4 mile west of the Thornburg Bridge)
 RAYMOND J. SCHUERGER, D.V.M.
 (412) 921-1474 • 4211 Steubenville Pike • Pittsburgh

 (412) 928-2757
 www.olandertree.com
 TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
 GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
 STUMP GRINDING
Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

HERSHBERGER
STOVER INC
FUNERAL HOME

CREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213
170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FD

 A Veteran Owned
 Funeral Home

ROBERT M. DUNN, Exclusive Agent
Allstate Insurance Company

279 W. Steuben Street • Pittsburgh
412.922.1122

robertdunn@allstate.com

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
Driveways • Basement Floors

Steps • Sidewalks • etc.
Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway

Stone • Lawncare • Licensed and Insured
(412) 921-5685

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

www.westhillslaw.com

West Hills Law
412-329-6959

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
 • DUI
 • Personal Injury
 • Estate Planning
 • Estate Administration
 5021 Noblestown Rd.
 Oakdale, PA

“CALL THE DOCTOR”
D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers

(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.
State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs
4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service

email: schuler293@comcast.com website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

45 Years of Quality Service

Compliments
 of an

Anonymous 
Donor

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
No job too big or too small! We do 

kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't be fooled" p a  l aw  a l l o w s  You t o  Choose your repair shop

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

free
estiMates

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

 GOOD ORTHODONTICS
 Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
 Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.
 “We shall never know all
 the good that a simple
 smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
 Washington Pleasant Hills Mt. Lebanon
 724-225-1114 412-655-4660 412-344-4663

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso 
412.431.0500

Sales • Rentals • Property Management

www.galassorealestate.com

Buyer & Seller Representation 

Serving Entire Pittsburgh Area for Over 60 Years 

Professional Leasing and Rental Property & 
Management Services for Your Investment
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WOLBERT
AUTO BODY & REPAIR

– Family Business –
Serving the community

for over 40 years
 Pennsylvania
 State Inspection
 24-Hour
 Emergency Towing

 922-8898
47 East Crafton Ave.

 Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
 4245 Steubenville Pike
 Pittsburgh, PA 15205

 (412) 922-2171

CRAFTON
SERVICE CENTER

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-922-6265
328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE

Family Owned Since 1959 
 We do PA State Inspections
 and general auto repairs.
 Bus stops at door.

3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309
www.schneidersauto.com

 BRUNI PLUMBING, INC
 Thomas Bruni
 Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified
412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.
 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705
 John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral Director • Anthony G. Staab, Supervisor

Family Owned
Since 1886

 William F. Conroy PatriCk m. mCGoWan
 Funeral Director/Supervisor Funeral Director

Pre-PlanninG • traditional & Cremation ServiCeS

2944 Chartiers Avenue   Phone: 412-331-5192
www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com

 ~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

 Charles H. Sakai
 Family Dentistry

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411

(412) 596-4346

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–

GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road

(412) 771-4151 McKees Rocks

 Murphy s Family Dentistry
 Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.
 412-331-6712 
 2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber Shop
Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner

412-458-5357
3 W. Prospect Ave. 

(across from Ingram Busway)

PAINTING
Interior - Exterior 
35 years experience

(412) 403-2099
Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner

License: PA133887

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc. 
b. david mcdermott, supervisor / parishioner       412.921.3661  165 noble ave., crafton pa 15205 

 

www.schepnermcdermott.com
Accepting insurance assignments and most major credit cards.Caring Since 1886 

CREMATION OPTIONS
Financing Available
(subject to credit approval)

CRAFTONIAN HALL 
ON PREMISES

Memorial Lunches & All Occasions

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 Family Owned & Operated
 Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700
4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~
APPLIANCE

SERVICE CENTER
tOver 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

“The Appliance Experts”
WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

Flowers For 
All Occasions

600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100
www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

“Do It Right Call”

PAVE-RITE
(412) 264-8404

JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT 
jackand@paverite.net

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA 

150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: 412-257-1779 

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978
www.XtremeTruck.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313
www.bridgevilleappliance.com


