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MASS SCHEDULE

Masses are held at St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship Site
LOCATION

TIME

MASS INTENTION

OFFERED BY

SATURDAY, MARCH 28 — LENTEN WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Mary Elizabeth Dixon

Board of Directors,
Ingram Community Ambulance

CONFESSION
Offered Saturdays from 12:15pm to
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: A seminar is required for
first-time parents. Baptisms are
celebrated on the first and third
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension
Worship Site. Please call the Religious
Education Office at 412-922-6388 for
more information.
Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted
six months in advance of wedding.
Participation in Pre-Cana Program
required. Please contact the Parish
Priests for more information.
Anointing of the Sick: Following a
weekend Mass and on the last
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at
Ascension Worship Site.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA): Call the Office of Religious
Education for more information.
Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the
Parish Priests for more information.
Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a
person who has been hurt by abuse from
clergy or others associated with the Church,
the Diocese of Pittsburgh offers assistance
with counseling, spiritual direction and
referrals to other supportive services.
For information, contact our Diocesan Victim
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.
Protecting God’s Children —
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235
CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse
Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.
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St. Philip

4:00pm (V)

Arlene Ramolt

Family

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Florence Hall

Vance Blair & Family

SUNDAY, MARCH 29 — FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
St. Philip

7:00am

Emma Dempsey

Bill Seifer Family

Ascension

9:30am

Mary Ann Greer

Family

St. Philip

11:00am

Louise Rago

Ralph Seibel

MONDAY, MARCH 30 — LENTEN WEEKDAY
St. Philip

8:00am

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

TUESDAY, MARCH 31 — LENTEN WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Irene Schubert

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Scholz

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 — LENTEN WEEKDAY
St. Philip

8:00am

Louise Rago

Patricia Cutler

THURSDAY, APRIL 2 — LENTEN WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

August Pescuric

A. J. Pescuric

FRIDAY, APRIL 3 — LENTEN WEEKDAY
St. Philip

8:00am

Art & Del Keeley

Sniadach Family

SATURDAY, APRIL 4 — LENTEN WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Mary Askin

Adelle Varvaro

St. Philip

4:00pm (V)

Lugaila & Smith Families

Family

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Mary Ellen & Francis Leon

Barbara & Louis Wentz

SUNDAY, APRIL 5 — SIXTH SUNDAY OF LENT
St. Philip

7:00am

Michael & Mary Dolansky

Dolansky Family

Ascension

9:30am

Linda Julian

Family

St. Philip

11:00am

Frank & Jean Daily

Family

CANCELLATION OF DAILY AND SUNDAY MASSES
Even though the celebration of public Masses in the Diocese of Pittsburgh have been
cancelled as per the directive of Bishop David Zubik, Fr. John Gizler, Fr. Jack
Forbidussi and Fr. Joseph Scheib will still celebrate Masses in private at St. Philip
Parish. This will satisfy the intentions which you have scheduled for your loved
ones and friends.
Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

From
Pastor’s
Desk

identity: “I have come to believe that you are the
Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming into
the world” (Jn 11:27). Martha’s words ring with truth
and speak to a relationship that was built over time:
“I have come to believe.” Like Martha’s, our own
beliefs are formed, supported, and nourished by
relationships and within communities. How do we
support those who are preparing to enter into the
Church at Easter? How does my parish community
shape my belief in Jesus Christ?

the

Waking Lazarus (John 11:1-45) There is no more powerful
miracle story in the Gospels than what happened that
day in Bethany. The scene was taut with emotion:
Words of Wisdom During This Difficult Time From
Martha’s strength, Mary’s grief, the mourners’ wailing,
Bishop Joseph Brennen of the Diocese of Fresno, CA “In
Jesus Himself moved to weeping at the pain and loss that
addition to whatever else we have committed to do for our
death yields. And then Jesus lifts up His prayer, and a
Lenten observance, we are all being asked to observe a
dead man wriggles awkwardly out of a hole, still bound
Penance that we would never have chosen and could not have
by his shroud. What wonder, and terror.
anticipated…This will clearly be the most
Waking Lazarus from death is what finally
difficult Lenten observance we have ever been
condemns Jesus to His own death in John’s
asked to embrace. We have a moral obligation
I can do all
Gospel. He goes too far for the authorities,
to do whatever we can to preserve the health of
who are as spooked by the reports of this
all people, spiritually and physically. We will
things through
event as some of the witnesses themselves.
be fasting for a time from the Holy Eucharist
Christ which
To wake the dead is a testimony to power
itself; a cross we did not expect to carry but
that is practically uncontainable. If not
one which we will bear by God’s grace and our
strengthen me.
stopped, such power could change the
mutual love for one another.”
- Philippians 4:13
established order for all time.
(A. Camille)
Lent in the Time of Coronavirus We have
been thrust into a very unusual Lent, one
Take a Moment to Reflect
we have never experienced before, however, we should
1. “If you had been here, my brother would not have
consider the following thoughts and reflections from
died” (Jn 11:21,32). These are the words of greeting
various Catholic clergy and laity on what this all means
from both Martha and Mary and, later, Mary for their
for us:
friend, Jesus. What a greeting! It is full of pain. It
implies the unasked question of “What kept you for
“We need to look at this as a temporary thing we are
so long, friend?” Yet, it also betrays their utter
doing for the sake of another good. A number of people
confidence in Jesus’ healing power. When in pain
have compared the notion of quarantine to Christ’s 40
and suffering, do I sense God is near, or far? How do
days in the desert and the 40 days of Lent.”
I respond when someone stays away when I need a
– Fr. Larry Rice (Austin, TX)
friend most?
“This is our opportunity to be in the desert like Jesus, with
2. “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes
time away in solitary prayer.”
in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who
– Fr. Paul Keller (Fresno, CA)
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?” (Jn 11:25-26). Do I believe this? How
“At a minimum, we now have extra time to spend in
does my life – the choices I make, my relationships,
prayer each day – prayer that is sorely needed to seek
what I hold dear – reflect my answer?
eternal repose for the dead, to remember those who are
sick and living in great fear, our health care workers who
3. Martha, whom Jesus gently chided on a previous
remain on the front lines of this disease, and for one
visit, now offers the boldest confession about Jesus’
another.” – Bishop Frank Caggiano (Bridgeport, CT)

“

”
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“We began a Lent with the imposition of ashes and the
reminder, ‘You are dust and to dust you shall return,’ a
phrase borrowed from the Catholic funeral liturgy. None
of us could have predicted how quickly we would become
so focused on the finiteness and fragility of human life –
this is one of the spiritual lessons of the coronavirus.”
– Sr. Constance Veit (Little Sisters of the Poor)

Parish
News

“This pandemic makes the current Lenten season
dramatically different from any other in our lifetimes, no
matter how old we are. Lent remains what it has always
been: a time to get in better touch with God’s love for us
and do our best to ‘spring clean’ our souls in preparation
for the glory of Easter”
– Msgr. John Enzler (Washington, DC)
Parish Cancellations Due to the directives of the Diocese
of Pittsburgh concerning protection from the spread of
the coronavirus, all parish activities, gatherings and
liturgies are cancelled until further notice. We are
saddened by these sudden changes, but we realize that
everyone’s safety and protection is of the utmost importance at this time. Please know that the Parish Offices
are closed until further notice. In the case of an emergency, please call 412-922-6300 and our answering
service will contact one of the priests.
Blessings in Christ,
Fr. Gizler
jgizler@diopitt.org

PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED
Due to the current health crisis the Parish Offices will be
closed for all ordinary parish business. However, in case
of emergency, please call the parish at 412-922-6300 and
someone will get in contact you as soon as possible.
CANCELLATION OF DAILY
AND SUNDAY MASSES
Even though the celebration of public Masses in the
Diocese of Pittsburgh have been cancelled as per the
directive of Bishop David Zubik, Fr. John Gizler, Fr. Jack
Forbidussi and Fr. Joseph Scheib will still celebrate
Masses in private at St. Philip Parish. This will satisfy the
intentions which you have scheduled for your loved ones
and friends.
ALL PARISH EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
HAVE BEEN CANCELLED
In order to keep our parishioners safe, all parish activities and events have been cancelled. This includes but is
not limited to: Choir Rehearsals, Tuesday Evening Faith
Sharing Series, Wednesday Evening Soup & Speaker
Series, Thursday Afternoon Book Discussion Series,
Stations of the Cross, Tenebrae Service, Parish Fish Fry,
First Eucharist Parent Meeting, Lenten Penance
Service, Quilter Group Meeting, Legion of Mary Group
Meetings, etc.
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REST IN PEACE: We offer our sympathy to the families of Robert Gentile
and Herbert Schmitt who entered into eternal life. Please keep them in your
prayers.

EASTER FLORAL MEMORIALS: A special envelope for Easter Memorials was included with your March envelope packet. We invite you to
remember your loved ones, living and deceased, in a special way
through a donation for Easter flowers. Your $10 gift (per intention) helps
us to purchase the flowers which beautify our churches during the Easter
Season. If you wish to have your intention published in the special
Memorial Booklet, please have your request in to the Parish Office by
March 29. Please PRINT clearly.
SEEKING MARRIAGE IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH?
For information regarding the process leading to the Sacrament of Matrimony, each engaged couple must complete an initial intake meeting
with one of the parish priests prior to the selection of a wedding date.
Weddings at St. Philip Parish may be celebrated on Friday evenings at
5:00pm or Saturdays at 2:00pm.
CHOOSING GODPARENTS: When choosing Godparents for your
child’s baptism, please note the following requirements as per the Diocese
of Pittsburgh:
1. Must be at least sixteen years of age;
2. Must be a practicing Catholic who has been baptized and confirmed;
3. Must be in a valid Christian marriage;
4. Must not be the father or mother of the child.
All Godparents must obtain a sponsor certificate or letter of eligibility
from their parish. A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic
ecclesial community may be asked to serve, not as a Godparent but as a
Christian Witness, as long as a Catholic Godparent is also present.
Catholics who have abandoned the Catholic Faith are not eligible to act
as Godparent.

Living thePASCHAL MYSTERY
Fundamental expressions of life and death are at the heart of today’s
Gospel (John 11:1-45). Jesus deliberately was not present with Martha,

DID YOU KNOW?
While the Catholic Church allows for
cremation, it still guards against situations where cremains are not given
proper respect. As the Rite states, “the
cremated remains of a body should be
treated with the same respect given to
the human body from which they
come.” This respect includes a proper
burial. As the Rite continues, “The
cremated remains should be buried in
a grave or entombed in a mausoleum
or columbarium. The practice of
scattering cremated remains on the
sea, from the air, or on the ground, or
keeping cremated remains in the
home of a relative or friend of the
deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church requires.” Reverence for the body, therefore, is the
underlying reason why the Church
opposes the above practices, which
would also include distributing
cremains to be worn in jewelry. Our
bodies, and the remains of our bodies,
are not mere objects or commodities;
rather, they have dignity that demand
respect and reverence.

Sanctuary

Lamp

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns
In Loving Memory of Frank & Jean Daily
Offered by Family

Mary, and their brother Lazarus. It seems Jesus wanted to be sure Lazarus
was understood to be dead, not merely sleeping or sick, so that Jesus
could raise him from the dead. As a result, many began to believe in him
– that he had been sent by the Father. What do we believe about Jesus?
Do we believe he is the author of life with power over death? Are there
any people like Lazarus in our own lives who need to be raised to new
life? Lazarus was a prefiguring of the resurrection. And yet, even Lazarus
died again. Jesus’ own resurrection is not a mere resuscitation, but a
raising to new life, qualitatively different, never subject to death again.
When we live with the promise of renewed life for eternity, we are living
the promise of the paschal mystery. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension
burns In Loving Memory of Denk & Moses Family
Offered by Evelyn

ADVERTISER
of the Week
WOLBERT AUTO BODY & REPAIR
Thank you for helping to underwrite the
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.
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Around
Diocese and
the

Community
FACILITIES MANAGER — Catholic Charities is seeking
a temporary facilities maintenance manager for its buildings in downtown Pittsburgh. This is a hands-on managerial role with the responsibility of maintaining the building operations and providing oversight of building related
projects. Applicants must be skilled with HVAC, plumbing
and electrical systems. Previous supervisory experience
and experience working with building contractors is also
required. A competitive salary and free parking are
provided. If interested, contact the Human Resources
Department at 412-456-6995 or www.hr@ccpgh.org.
ENCOURAGE — Is your child experiencing same-sex
attraction? Are you discerning how to respond in a
manner that is loving, compassionate, and in keeping with
the teachings of Catholicism? Encourage is a program
offered by the Office of Marriage and Family Ministry to
help parents along this journey. The group meets monthly
to support and pray with one another. If you are interested
in joining the group, please call: 1-866-935-4848. For more
information about Encourage, visit: https://diopitt.org/
theology-of-the-body-and-sexuality.
END OF LIFE CARE — Human life is a gift from God. As
Christians, we accept this gift with full responsibility and
dignity. That same responsibility should be assumed if
faced with a life-limiting illness. Catholic Hospice, a
non-profit, Medicare-certified hospice program, upholds
Catholic doctrine while providing quality comfort care
when curative treatments are no longer an option. Serving
community members in their homes throughout Allegheny, Beaver and Butler Counties, Catholic Hospice is the
area’s faith-based end of life care provider. For more info,
including volunteer opportunities, call 1-866-933-6221.
SUBSCRIBE TO THE PITTSBURGH CATHOLIC —
Have your folks retired to the sunbelt? Help them stay in
touch with home via a subscription to the Pittsburgh
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Catholic: $29 per year ($30 international). Contact
412-471-1252 or info@pittsburghcatholic.org.
APPLY NOW FOR THE OLSH CLASS OF 2024 —
Learn how an OLSH education can make a difference in
your child’s life! Prospective ninth grade students for the
2020-2021 school year are invited to submit an application for admission at www.olsh.org. Each class is limited
to 100 students and is filled on a first-come, first-served
basis. Financial aid and grants are available for a limited
time, so start the process today! Questions? Contact the
Admissions Office at 412-262-3300.
OLSH NOW ACCEPTING FALL 2020 TRANSFERS
— OLSH accepts a limited number of transfer students to
grades 10 through 12 who are seeking an alternative to
their current school or environment. OLSH is an independent Catholic high school and ministry of the
Felician Sisters, and is excited to offer a broad range of
classes, activities, and value-based service opportunities
to its students. If you have a high school student who
desires an academically-focused, nurturing school environment and would benefit from a transfer, please
contact the Admissions Office at 412-262-3300. Financial
aid and grants are available for a limited time, so start the
process today!
ATTENTION, SINGLES — Single, 21 and over? Looking
for a new way to meet people and have some fun?
Check out Catholic Singles Club of Pittsburgh. We offer a
variety of different activities including parties, picnics,
hiking, volleyball, sports leagues, dinners, trips, community service, and many other great events. For information, visit our website: www.cacpittsburgh.org.

THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE LENT REAL – MARTHA
Anyone who has heard or read the Gospels from
youth knows the two stories about Martha. One is in
chapter ten of Luke’s Gospel and the other is in
chapter eleven of John’s Gospel. The stories reveal a
woman who is hospitable. She loves her sister and
yet can be impatient with her. She is not afraid to ask
tough questions. The death of her brother, Lazarus
causes her to scold Jesus even though she loves Him
deeply. Martha is quite different than her sister,
Mary. Martha is the practical one, Mary is the
contemplative one. Martha cooks and cleans while
Mary sits at the feet of Jesus reflecting on His words.
Hard workers sometimes don’t take time to relax or
pray when they become overwhelmed by all of their
duties and they can easily lose their temper. John
reminds us that Jesus loved Martha. When He told
her that she was fussing too much, He wanted her to
find a balance in her life. He knew that the problem
wasn’t that Mary was lazy and didn’t want to do her
share of the household chores; the real problem was
that Martha expected too much of herself. This
would be particularly true if she was the oldest child
and felt a need to take care of her sister and brother
even when they were grown ups. Martha was a
woman of deep faith. When Jesus asked her if she
believed that He was the Resurrection, she
immediately answered: “Yes, Lord, I believe that You
are the Christ, the Son of God, the One Who was to
come into this world.”
(Fr. Scott Seethaler, OFM, Cap.)
THE CONSTANT CALL TO CONVERSION
Lent is about the process of conversion. We turn
away from sin and turn to the good news of Jesus
Christ. Through our baptism we are born, over and
over, again and again. Over and over God rolls back
stones from our tombs of complacency, calling us
out into the light of life. The Catholic understanding
of conversion is not a one-for-all leap into faith: We
tend to crawl. We’re familiar with Paul’s sudden
conversion on the road to Damascus, that “born
again” experience identified by time and place, and
the Holy Spirit does sometimes work in such
dramatic ways. However, most of our lifelong
conversion comes through the Spirit’s more subtle

action enfleshed in persons and events. Jesus reveals
this Spirit of God’s love to us in what he says but
more by who he is and what he does: healing the
sick, forgiving and eating with sinners, caring for the
poor, dying and rising. He is the Word made flesh by
the power of God’s Spirit. (Fast, Pray, Give: Making the
Most of Lent, Franciscan Media, 2012)

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER TO MARY DURING
CORONARVIRUS PANDEMIC
Catholic News Service

March 11, 2020
O Mary,

you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain,
keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has take upon Himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.
Under your protection, we seek refuge,
Holy Mother of God.
Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial,
but deliver us from every danger,
O glorious and blessed Virgin.

[Translation done by Catholic News Service of the prayer
Pope Francis recited by video March 11 for a special Mass
and act of prayer asking Mary to protect Italy and the
world during the coronavirus pandemic.]
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St. Philip
School
News
GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the May GRACE program may be made by
placing your request in the collection basket or sending it
to the school office at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh
15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May GRACE program
on May 1, which will include our May Crowning ceremony
and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is April 29. Any donation
is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school.
AROUND ST. PHILIP LAST WEEK
• 8th grade Shepherds helping the Pre-K Lambs learn
about the Blessed Trinity and St. Patrick. The
Shepherds also read their favorite children’s book to
the Lambs.
• Congratulations to St. Philip 5th grader, Shae
Trombetta who was the district 1st place winner in
the Elks National Hoop Shoot Contest in the ages 10-11
category. Shae went on to the State Championships at
Penn State where she finished in 5th place.
• Congratulations to SPS Alumnus and OLSH senior,
Evan Kormick who placed 2nd in Program Oral Interp
and qualified to NSDA Nationals in Albuquerque, New
Mexico.

Shepherds and Lambs

Shepherds and Lambs

FOUR DAYS OF KATE SPADE
Purse raffle to Benefit
ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
Winner based on PA Lottery
Evening winning number receives a
Kate Spade Purse valued at $340.00

Monday
April 27

Tuesday
April 28

Wednesday
April 29

Thursday
April 30

Mid-day winning number receives a
Kate Spade Credit Card Holder and
a $25.00 Restaurant Gift Card.
Contact the School Office at
412-928-2742 or the Parish Offce at
412-922-6300 for tickets. If no winner,
nearest number not going over, wins.
DONATIONS $10.00
Ticket printing compliments of
Hershberger Stover Funeral Home, Inc.
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Dear St. Philip School Community,
The events of the last week have placed us in a situation we have never before encountered. For the moment our school,
as are all schools in Pennsylvania and across our Nation, is not occupied due to the COVID-19 virus. Our halls are quiet,
and the lights are dark. However, through the work of our extraordinary teachers, educating our students has not
stopped.
For the first time in our 105 years St. Philip Roman Catholic Elementary, on March 23rd will go virtual.
Over the past five days our teachers have pivoted from “traditional educational methods” to developing their own virtual
classrooms. Our curriculum in math and English/Language Arts contains online lessons for students. Teachers are using
Zoom chat to provide face to face lessons, tutorials, and general communication with our students.
Social Studies and Science are blended into a cross curricular approach with projects and writing assignments to keep
students fully engaged in the learning process. On March 29th we will re-introduce our Arts, Music and Physical Education
program using the internet as well. Also, we are having discussions regarding the implementation of a school-wide virtual
Mass or prayer sessions to be held on Fridays.
I am heartened by the fact that we have excellent educators committed to making this a quality experience for your
children. They love and know your children! While our days will look very different, we will tackle this together by the
grace of God.
Without a doubt no one could have predicted this in September, and some are saying this could be devastating to Catholic
education. I have heard this several times over the course of this past week, and each time I have reflected on the words
of Gene Kranz, NASA Mission Control Director during the Apollo 13 crisis. Having overheard two men discussing how
devastating the loss of the crew would be to the NASA Space program, Gene turned to them and said, “with all due respect,
I think this is going to be our finest hour.”
The Apollo 13 crew returned home safe and the NASA Space Program continued and we too will meet the challenges and
difficulties and together with the guidance from Jesus, our students, families and faculty will come through this stronger
and intact. Gene Kranz, “failure is not an option.”
Dr. Brian M. Dougherty
Principal
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A FAITH RESPONSE TO THE CORONAVIRUS

most at risk first.

The coronavirus outbreak is stirring up anxiety,
confusion and major inconveniences. It is a situation in
which we can easily overreact or under react. How can
our faith guide and comfort us through this troubling
time?

In the midst of the coronavirus, the vulnerable take many
forms. Most obvious are those who are elderly or have
other health conditions that make them most susceptible
to illness. Those who are younger may not be concerned
about our own health risks, but if we help pass on the
virus, it can be a life-or-death situation for others.

A good starting point is to remember that the most
repeated phrase in the Bible is “Do not be afraid!” or
“Have no fear!” God probably sends us this message so
frequently because fear is such a big part of human
nature. Fear can alert us to dangers in our lives to keep us
safe, but fear can also lead us astray, toward selfish
responses.

Other are financially vulnerable and do not have the
flexibility to take sick leave that many of us take for
granted. That puts them in a difficult situation when they
become ill and may have to choose between putting their
job at risk and staying home to protect others. Likewise,
many parents do not have the flexibility to stay home
when school is canceled for their children.

ENOUGH FOR EVERYONE
Of course, we see these same dynamics play out in
Scripture, where fear leads to hoarding. The mosr famous
story is when the Israelites are in the desert without food
(Exodus 16). God rains down manna from heaven but
also cautions them to take only what they need for now.
They disobey but find that the food they attempt to store
away goes bad immediately.
Church
The consistent message we hear in the Bible is that we
need to trust God, who will provide enough for
everyone. The problems come when people begin to
Church’s
take more than they need.
Fear of the coronavirus has caused some to stockpile and
hoard unreasonable amounts of hand sanitizer, face
masks and other supplies against the recommendations
of leaders. The problem is that this wipes out supplies for
those who truly need them the most – health care
workers and those most vulnerable to the disease –
without really making the buyers safer.
PROTECT THE VULNERABLE
Scripture and the social teachings of the church remind
us again and again that we – as individuals and a society
– must protect and give priority to those who are ost
vulnerable and at risk. We see this from the laws in the
Old Testament that looked out for the poor and the
widows, to Jesus’ embrace of people on the margins of
society,
to the
early
church’s
Our Lenten
Series
was
enjoyed adamant support of those
who
had
The Bible urges us to put those who are
by all
wholess.
participated.
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The situation is impacting many others, such as small
business owners who may already be on shaky financial
ground.
A SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE
This health crisis is challenging many of us to make
sacrifices in our lives. Some are huge, such as those made
by exhausted health care workers around the world,
desperately trying to keep patients alive (while avoiding
the illness themselves).
Other sacrifices fall more in the category of
inconveniences. It is inconvenient when events are
canceled, schools close, and travel is limited. It is
inconvenient to wash our hands intentionally and
regularly.
But this kind o sacrifice is att he very center of our faith.
Every time we gather around the Lord’s Table, we
celebrate the powerful way Christ showed us how to love
others. He sacrificed everything in self-giving love for us,
and he invited us to do the same. In turn, we die to
ourselves – through inconveniences and more – in orders
to love those around us. Truly loving others will always
cost us something.
Actions that may not entirely make sense to us can have
huge effects. Scientists point to the 1918 flu when St.
Louis proactively and aggressively closed its schools to
prevent infections. Death rates in the city were about one
third those in Pittsburgh, which was much slower to

close its schools. Thousands of lives were saved.
We may grumble about or resist changing our habits,
especially if it’s unclear what’s in it for us. But we need to
remember that many of these actions are more about
protecting others. Perhaps the invitation amidst this
crisis is to embrace the inconveniences fully, and then
move beyond them to seek out the best ways to serve
those who are most in need.

Ask: Do I have the courage to do the right thing even
when the going gets tough?

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR

Stop the spread. Even if you are not particularly
concerned about the risk to yourself or your own family,
these tactics will protect others who may be more
vulnerable. Many of us will carry the virus before having
symptoms (and may never develop any).

Community is essential to us as Christians. W are the
Body of Christ, and we know that when two or more
gather in Jesus’ name, he is present with us. So it may be
a bit harder for us to handle the “social distancing”
happening in many communities.
Our call to community is not only in the context of our
church but also in our neighborhood community. How
do we literally love our neighbor? How can we be
witnesses on our streets?
One way is to regularly check in on your neighbors who
may be vulnerable and isolated. Offer to deliver groceries
or other items for them or to run other errands so they
won’t have to risk infection by leaving their home.
Be a positive, calming influence in any online
neighborhood communities. Don’t spread rumors or
hysteria, but find ways to support each other through the
crisis.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO

Wash your hands well for at least 20 seconds with soap
and water. Sing the refrain to Michael Joncas’ song “On
Eagle’s Wings” (“And He will raise you up…”) while you
wash.
Avoid touching you face.
Cough or sneeze into your elbow or a tissue.
Follow the guidance of local officials.
Stay home if you become ill.
Don’t take what you don’t need. Hoarding worsens the
situation, and can lead to more infections and more
impacts for the most invulnerable.

LIVING THE VIRTUES
Ultimately, as with life in general, we are called to live out
the four cardinal virtues:
Prudence – Carefully discern the best course of action,
not just for ourselves, but for the good of all. Ask: What
action does God want me to take?
Justice – Seek fairness for everyone, especially those who
need it most. Ask: Who is not getting the help that they
need?
Temperance – Find a healthy balance between self care
and care for others. Ask: Do I err toward selfishness or an
unhealthy co-dependence?
Fortitude – Persevere in the times of trial and difficulty.

Leave the masks to others. Masks only make sense for
health care workers and those who are infected. They are
not guaranteed to prevent transmission anyway.
Do not overbuy supplies. Retailers are being wiped out of
disinfectants and other supplies, leaving some who most
need them without. Be prepared, but be thoughtful and
reasonable.
Advocate for the vulnerable and targeted.
Have compassion for those most at risk. Stand up for
those who need the most help and make sure they are
being cared for, without judgment.
Fight racism. Discrimination against those with Asian
background only hurts the situation.
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Proactively love your neighbor!
Check in on isolated or vulnerable neighbors and offer to
help with specific tasks such as shopping, child or pet
care, cleaning, etc.
If you are in a position of power, use that power for the
good of all. Allow workers to work from homeor take
time off, limit large gatherings, follow government
guidance, etc.
Thank those on the front lines who are protecting us,
such as health care workers, police, firefighters. Be gentle
and kind with them.
Pray for all those affected by the crisis.
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emergency food to friends in need and monthly food to
our families who do not have transportation to reach a
traditional food bank, but we are leaving the food at the
door instead of going into houses, as many people we
deliver to are older or immuno-compromised.
The best way to donate at this time is by sending your
donations to the parish office at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE — The
social distancing and shutdowns that have been necessitated by the coronavirus have made the vulnerable in
our society even more so. Seniors and those with health
problems who struggled to afford food, or who struggled to be able to physically obtain food, are facing fears
of going out in public and the possibility of not being
able to get what they need at the store. Many people
who were already living from paycheck to paycheck
now find themselves having reduced working hours or
being laid off altogether.
We want you to know that the St. Philip Conference of
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is still here for you. We
have modified our procedures to keep everyone safe,
but we remain dedicated to assisting our friends in need
however we can.

Even though we must be apart physically, we can still
unite in prayer to ask God to protect us, heal us and comfort us during this difficult time. Our conference members look forward to getting back to visiting our friends
in need and resuming normal operations as soon as it is
safe to do so. Please pray for the safety of our members,
all those whom we serve, and all those in our community and across the world who are suffering physically and
emotionally during this difficult time. We know that our
Lord is watching over each of us with boundless love and
compassion, and He will see us through every trial in this
life if we just place our trust in Him!

If you need assistance, you can still call or text our
hotline at 412-444-8140, or email us at svdp.saint.
philip@gmail.com. Instead of doing our normal home
visits, we are doing “phone visits.” We miss being able to
meet with our friends in need face-to-face in their
homes, but we know that social distancing is vital to
curbing the spread. Instead of holding weekly, inperson meetings of our membership to vote on requests
for assistance, we are communicating by email to
approve requests as they arise. We are still delivering
Week of March 29, 2020 | 13

2020 Lenten Season

at Saint Philip Parish
Following Jesus to the Foot of the Cross
• Tuesday Lenten Faith Sharing Series •
March 24, 31 from 7:00pm to 8:15pm in Conner Hall
“Around the Lenten Circle” (Facilitator: Debbie Sullen)
Registration required. Call the Faith Formation Office at 412-922-6388 to register.
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• Wednesday Evening Soup & Speaker Series •

c

6:15pm to 8:15pm in Conner Hall & Ascension Church.
March 18 — Deacon Bill Batz — “Following Jesus’ Example to Forgive”
March 25 — Eileen Colianni — “Obstacles to Following Jesus”
April 1 — Fr. Samuel Esposito — “Not My Will But Yours”
Join us for this popular Lenten series as we welcome special guest speakers
and enjoy a homemade dinner of soups, bread, salad and dessert.

• Thursday Lenten Book Discussion •

March 19 from 1:30pm to 2:45pm in Conner Hall
Facilitator: MaryAnn Garfold. Based on Fr. Ronald Rolheiser’s The Passion and the Cross.
Registration required. Call the Faith Formation Office at 412-922-6388 to register.

• Stations of the Cross •

March 20, 27 at 7:00pm in Ascension Church
Join us for the traditional and modern interpretations of
this devotion on the Fridays of Lent.

• Shadow Stations of the Cross •
April 3 at 7:00pm in St. Philip Church
Join our St. Philip School children for this very moving
interpretation of the Stations of the Cross.

• Lenten Tenebrae Prayer Service •
Sunday, March 29 at 6:30pm in St. Philip Church
Join us for this very moving prayer service which combines, music, Scripture and light.

• The Light is On For You Confessions •
Wednesday, April 1 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm in St. Philip Church only.

• Lenten Parish Penance Service •
Thursday, April 2 at 7:00pm in St. Philip Church.
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HERSHBERGER
STOVER INC

FUNERAL HOME
CREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213

(412) 928-2757

170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FD

www.olandertree.com

COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
STUMP GRINDING

A Veteran Owned
Funeral Home

Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

THORNWOOD VETERINARY HOSPITAL
(1/4 mile west of the Thornburg Bridge)
RAYMOND J. SCHUERGER, D.V.M.
(412) 921-1474 • 4211 Steubenville Pike • Pittsburgh

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh

412-921-4504

Pharmacy 921-7250

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't

FREE
ESTIMATES

be fooled " p a l aw a l l o w s

GOOD ORTHODONTICS
Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.

You

to

Choose

yo u r r e pa ir s h o p

“CALL THE DOCTOR”

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers
(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING
Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

“We shall never know all
the good that a simple
smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
Washington
Pleasant Hills
Mt. Lebanon
724-225-1114
412-655-4660
412-344-4663

JIM & LOU TORCASI

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Windows • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
922-0543
Parishioners 922-8044

No job too big or too small! We do
kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.

State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs

4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service
email: schuler293@comcast.com 45 Years of Quality Service website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220
MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

West Hills Law

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

Driveways • Basement Floors
Steps • Sidewalks • etc.

Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway
Stone • Retaining walls • Licensed and Insured

(412) 921-5685

412-329-6959

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso
412.431.0500
Sales • Rentals • Property Management

www.galassorealestate.com
Buyer & Seller Representation

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today!
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630

3-P-4-3

Serving Entire Pittsburgh Area for Over 60 Years
Professional Leasing and Rental Property &
Management Services for Your Investment

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
• DUI
• Personal Injury
• Estate Planning
• Estate Administration
5021 Noblestown Rd.
Oakdale, PA
www.westhillslaw.com

14-1356

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc.
b. david mcdermott, supervisor / parishioner

412.921.3661

165 noble ave., crafton pa 15205

CRAFTONIAN HALL
ON PREMISES

CREMATION OPTIONS
Financing Available
(subject to credit approval)

www.schepnermcdermott.com

Caring Since 1886

Memorial Lunches & All Occasions

Accepting insurance assignments and most major credit cards.

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–
GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Foreign & Domestic
Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated

Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700

4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~

PAINTING

Over 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

(412) 403-2099

APPLIANCE
SERVICE CENTER
t

“The Appliance Experts”

WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

Interior - Exterior
35 years experience

Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner
License: PA133887

WOLBERT
AUTO BODY & REPAIR
– Family Business –
Serving the community
for over 40 years

Pennsylvania
State Inspection
24-Hour
Emergency Towing

Flowers For
All Occasions
600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100

922-8898

47 East Crafton Ave.

William F. Conroy
Funeral Director/Supervisor

Patrick M. McGowan
Funeral Director

Pre-Planning • Traditional & Cremation Services
2944 Chartiers Avenue
Phone: 412-331-5192

www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com
~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE
Family Owned Since 1959

We do PA State Inspections
and general auto repairs.
Bus stops at door.
3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309

www.schneidersauto.com

BRUNI PLUMBING, INC
Thomas Bruni

Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified

412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber Shop

Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner
150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017

Phone: 412-257-1779

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978

www.XtremeTruck.net

Murphy s Family Dentistry
Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.

412-331-6712

2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

CRAFTON

SERVICE CENTER

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road
(412) 771-4151
McKees Rocks

PAVE-RITE

(412) 264-8404
JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT

328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA

jackand@paverite.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313

www.bridgevilleappliance.com

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.

Family Owned
Since 1886

900 Chartiers Avenue • 412-921-1705

John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral Director • Anthony G. Staab, Supervisor

3-P-4-3

3 W. Prospect Ave.

(across from Ingram Busway)

Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
4245 Steubenville Pike
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

(412) 922-2171

Charles H. Sakai
Family Dentistry

“Do It Right Call”

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-922-6265

Office Hours By Appointment

412-458-5357

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411
(412) 596-4346

14-1356

