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MASS SCHEDULE  
Masses are held at St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship Site
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CONFESSION  
Ofered Saturdays from 12:15pm to 
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS  
Baptism: A seminar is required for 
first-time parents. Baptisms are 
celebrated on the first and third 
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at  
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension 
Worship Site. Please call the Religious 
Education OIce at 412-922-6388 for 
more information.

Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted 
six months in advance of wedding. 
Participation in Pre-Cana Program 
required. Please contact the Parish 
Priests for more information.

Anointing of the Sick: Following a 
weekend Mass and on the last 
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at 
Ascension Worship Site.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA): Call the OIce of Religious 
Education for more information.

Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the 
Parish Priests for more information.

Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a 
person who has been hurt by abuse from 
clergy or others associated with the Church, 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh ofers assistance 
with counseling, spiritual direction and 
referrals to other supportive services.

For information, contact our Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.

Protecting God’s Children — 
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235

CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse

Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.

CANCELLATION OF DAILY AND SUNDAY MASSES
Even though the celebration of public Masses in the Diocese of Pittsburgh have been 
cancelled as per the directive of Bishop David Zubik, Fr. John Gizler, Fr. Jack 
Forbidussi and Fr. Joseph Scheib will still celebrate Masses in private at St. Philip 
Parish. This will satisfy the intentions which you have scheduled for your loved 
ones and friends.

LOCATION TIME  MASS INTENTION  OFFERED BY

SATURDAY, APRIL 4  — LENTEN WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Mary Askin  Adelle Varvaro

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Lugaila & Smith Families Family

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Mary Ellen & Francis Leon Barbara & Louis Wentz

SUNDAY, APRIL 5 — PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD    

St. Philip 7:00am  Michael & Mary Dolansky Dolansky Family

Ascension 9:30am  Linda Julian  Family

St. Philip 11:00am  Frank & Jean Daily  Family

MONDAY, APRIL 6 — MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK    

St. Philip 8:00am  Jaime Feden  Dottie Rayburg

TUESDAY, APRIL 7 — TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK    

Ascension 8:00am  Thomas Zolkiewicz  Family

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8 — WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK    

St. Philip 8:00am  Anna D. Rohall  Brother

THURSDAY, APRIL 9 — THURSDAY OF HOLY WEEK (HOLY THURSDAY)  

St. Philip 7:00pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper

    Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

FRIDAY, APRIL 10 — FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD (GOOD FRIDAY) 

St. Philip 2:00pm  The Passion of the Lord

SATURDAY, APRIL 11 — HOLY SATURDAY     

St. Philip 8:00pm (V) Vigil Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord

    Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

SUNDAY, APRIL 12 — EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

St. Philip 7:00am  Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

Ascension 8:30am  Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

Ascension 10:30am  Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

St. Philip 11:00am  Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today 
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.
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Dear Parishioners,

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought us many changes very 
quickly. This is a time for faith, not for fear. As Christians, we 
believe that our merciful Father continues to bless us 
through his Son with the limitless power of the Holy Spirit. 
Let us surrender to the power of the Spirit so that we might 
have deepened gifts of faith, hope and love in these trying 
times.

It is during times of social unrest, societal 
upheaval, and even persecution that our faith 
is tested. This is nothing new for us. Our 
forebears in the faith remained steadfast in 
their loyalty to Christ and His Church despite 
the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple 
(70AD), the fall of the Roman Empire (476AD), 
the black death that wiped out whole 
communities in the Middle Ages, the social 
upheaval of the Great Schism (1054), and the 
pandemonium of the Great Western Schism (1378). Even in 
the darkest days of the 20th century, whether because of the 
war or the Spanish Flu, Catholics continued to be a beacon 
of faith, hope, and love. Now it is our turn. Let us remember 
that we are in this together. Even though we cannot gather 
for Holy Mass at present, let us continue to pray for one 
another, for our parish community and for our world. 
During this time, we will follow the restrictions put in place 
by the government and our Bishop in order to protect public 
health. Until further notice, ALL Masses, Funerals, Blessing 
Services, Committals, Baptisms, Anointings of the Sick, 
Weddings are suspended by order of Bishop Zubik. 

It is important that we continue to communicate with each 
other. In the event of an emergency, please call the Parish 
OIce at 412-922-6300 and the answering service will 
contact one of the priests. Please visit our parish website at 
www.saintphilipchurch.org or www.parishesonline.com for 
our weekly bulletin and other important announcements. 
You are also invited to join our parish Facebook page (Saint 
Philip Church) in order to receive regular updates, links to 
diocesan communications and live-streaming of Sunday 
Mass. Your parish priests may also be contacted via email at 
jgizler@diopitt.org or jforbidussi@diopitt.org. 

Please be mindful of your brothers and sisters. Remember 
those who are vulnerable. While visiting is not advisable 
during this time, you can make a quick phone call to check 
up in them and ofer any needed assistance.

Also, please remember those who rely on 
their income by working for our parishes and 
schools. With public celebrations of Mass 
cancelled indefinitely, weekly parish oferto-
ry has declined, compromising our ability to 
operate our parish with solvency. We need to 
continue to receive your donations on a 
regular basis if we are to meet our financial 
obligations, maintain essential parish opera-
tions, and remain a viable parish beyond the 
pandemic. We encourage you to mail your 
weekly ofertory envelopes to the Parish 

OIce at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 or by 
signing-up for the new online giving program mentioned in 
this week’s bulletin.

Be assured of my ongoing prayers for everyone in our parish 
community. I pray that our Merciful God will soon deliver us 
from this peril and bring us back to Eucharistic communion.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org
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“ I will proclaim 
your name…

in the assembly 

I will praise you.”
- Psalm 22:23

IMPORTANT UPDATES REGARDING 
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER

On Thursday, March 26 Bishop Zubik announced his 
decision to keep the liturgies of Holy Week and Easter 
closed to the public due to the continued precautions 
and restrictions in place due to the Coronavirus pandem-
ic. He encourages the faithful of the Diocese of Pittsburgh 
to participate in these solemn liturgies via live streaming 
from St. Paul Cathedral in Oakland and our very own 
parish of St. Philip. 

Holy Week and Easter Liturgies from St. Paul Cathedral 
with Bishop Zubik may be live-streamed on the Catholic 
Diocese of Pittsburgh page on Youtube. Holy Week and 
Easter Liturgies from St. Philip Parish may be live-streamed 
on our Facebook page. Please note the following live 
streaming schedules:

PALM SUNDAY — APRIL 5
9:30am from St. Philip Parish on Facebook
10:00am from St. Paul Cathedral on Youtube

HOLY THURSDAY — APRIL 9
7:00pm from St. Philip Parish on Facebook
7:00pm from St. Paul Cathedral on Youtube

GOOD FRIDAY — APRIL 10
2:00pm from St. Philip Parish on Facebook
3:00pm from St. Paul Cathedral on Youtube

EASTER VIGIL — APRIL 11
8:00pm from St. Philip Parish on Facebook
8:30pm from St. Paul Cathedral on Youtube

Easter Sunday — April 12
9:30am from St. Philip Parish on Facebook
10:00am from St. Paul Cathedral on Youtube

ADDITIONAL CHANGES & 
CANCELATIONS FOR HOLY WEEK

• Bishop Zubik has instructed all parishes to distribute 
blessed palm from Palm Sunday at a later date AFTER 
the Coronavirus restrictions are lifted.

• The annual Chrism Mass at St. Paul Cathedral on 
Holy Thursday morning has been postponed and 
will be re-scheduled at another time.

• The celebration of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper will 
be shortened and will not include the Washing of the 
Feet, the usual procession with the Blessed 
Sacrament, or Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

• Good Friday will not have any public celebration of 
the Stations of the Cross (outdoor or indoor), nor will 
there be any pubic veneration of the cross.

• The annual Blessing of Easter Baskets on Holy 
Saturday has been canceled.

• The Easter Vigil will be shortened and will not 
include the lighting and blessing of the fire, the 
procession with the Easter candle, nor will any 
candidates or catechumens be received into the 
Church at this time. The diocese will inform us of the 
rescheduling of the reception into the Church for the 
RCIA participants. 

• The annual Blessing of Families at St. Paul Cathedral 
on Easter Sunday afternoon has been canceled.

SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION 
& FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST

Bishop Zubik has cancelled ALL celebrations of the Sacra-

ment of Confirmation and First Holy Eucharist through-

out the Diocese of Pittsburgh for the month of April. Our 

parish was previously scheduled to celebrate the Sacra-

ment of Confirmation on Saturday, April 18 and the 

Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist on Saturday, April 25. 

We are currently awaiting instructions regarding the 

re-scheduling of both of these celebrations and we will 

inform the parish as soon as possible. 
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Praying $om Home
WHAT TO DO WHEN THERE IS NO PUBLIC MASS

Sharing in the Eucharist is the heart of Sunday, but the duty to keep 
Sunday holy cannot be reduced to this.  In fact, the Lord’s Day is 
lived well if it is marked from beginning to end by grateful and 
active remembrance of God’s saving work.
-St. Pope John Paul II in Dies Domini (52)

1. Prayerfully watch Mass online and participate as if you were there
There are many options online for watching Sunday Mass live or 
recorded.  Try LiveMass.net, EWTN.com/tv/watch-live, and 
TheSundayMass.org.

2. Make a Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love 
You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I 
cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 
into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

3. Conduct an in-home celebration of the Liturgy of the Word
Read the readings and prayers for the day with others in your 
household.  You can download a free missal (magnificat.net/free) or 
can find the Sunday (and daily) Mass readings at 
usccb.org/bible/readings.

4. Pray the Rosary and Liturgy of the Hours
Take time to prayerfully say the Mysteries of the Rosary or join the 
Church in praying the Liturgy of the Hours throughout the day.  You 
can find the Liturgy of the Hours prayers online at 
www.ibreviary.org.

WHY GOOD FRIDAY IS “GOOD”
In the acute pain of the Su]ering Servant we already hear the 
triumphant cry of the Risen Lord.  Christ on the cross is the King of the 
new people ransomed from the burden of sin and death.  However 
twisted and confused the course of history may appear, we know that, by 
walking in the footsteps of the Crucified Nazarene, we shall attain the 
goal.  Amid the conflicts of a world often dominated by selfishness and 
hatred, we, as believers, are called to proclaim the victory of Love.  On 
Good Friday, we testify to the victory of Christ Crucified.  Yes we adore 
You, Lord, lifted up on the cross between heaven and earth, the sole 
Mediator of our salvation.  Your cross is the banner of our victory!
(St. Pope John Paul II)

GIVING TO YOUR PARISH
How to initiate a Tax Free Gift from your 
IRA if you are over 70½ years of age.

• Call your IRA fund custodian/investment broker.
• He/she may have a form for you to sign giving 
instructions regarding the charity(s) you wish to 
receive gifts and when you wish to make these 
donations from your IRA.
• The fund custodian will then send a check made 
payable to the charity from your IRA minimum 
distribution or principal. (If requested, the check can 
be mailed to you to send out personally.) To avoid 
declaring that amount as taxable income, the check 
must be made payable to your parish/school (or 
other charity).
• It may be helpful to have the check sent directly to 
you. You can then send it (with your name and 
address) to the charity, as many IRA custodians do 
not identify the donor’s name and address when 
they send the check directly to the charity.

INTERESTED IN HELPING OUR 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS? 

AND HELPING FAMILIES AFFORD 
AN EXCELLENT EDUCATION?  

Learn how PA tax dollars can be redirected by businesses 
to provide tuition assistance for qualified needy students.  
We have great news on this opportunity! Please visit:  
http://www.diopitt.plannedgiving.org/diopitt/giving/5. 
html?section=1.  Questions?  Contact Michael Freker at 
412-456-3055 or email at mfreker@diopitt.org.
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Parish 
News

REST IN PEACE
We ofer our sympathy to the families of Stanley Michaels, Mark S. 
Wilson and Philip Bickel who entered into eternal life. Please keep them 
in your prayers

FAST AND ABSTINENCE
Good Friday is a day of Fast and Abstinence. The obligation of Abstinence 
(no meat) begins at the age of 14. The Law of Fast (limiting oneself to one 
full full meal and two lighter ones) obliges all between the ages of 18 and 
59. No one should take this obligation lightly.

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION
On Good Friday all Christians are united in a special way to the land that 
was made holy by God’s plan. Please help support our brothers and 
sisters in the Holy Land by giving to the special Good Friday Appeal 
which allows the Franciscans to continue caring for Christianity’s holiest 
sites and for God’s people in the Holy Land. A special envelope for this 
appeal was included in your ofering envelope packet.

PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED
Due to the current health crisis the Parish OIces will 

be closed for all ordinary parish business. However, in 

case of emergency, please call the parish at 

412-922-6300 and someone will get in contact you as 

soon as possible.

CANCELLATION OF DAILY 
AND SUNDAY MASSES

Even though the celebration of public Masses in the 

Diocese of Pittsburgh have been cancelled as per the 

directive of Bishop David Zubik, Fr. John Gizler, Fr. Jack 

Forbidussi and Fr. Joseph Scheib will still celebrate 

Masses in private at St. Philip Parish. This will satisfy 

the intentions which you have scheduled for your 

loved ones and friends.

ALL PARISH EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 
HAVE BEEN CANCELLED

In order to keep our parishioners safe, all parish activi-

ties and events have been cancelled. This includes but 

is not limited to:  Choir Rehearsals, Tuesday Evening 

Faith Sharing Series, Wednesday Evening Soup & 

Speaker Series, Thursday Afternoon Book Discussion 

Series, Stations of the Cross, Tenebrae Service, Parish 

Fish Fry, First Eucharist Parent Meeting, Lenten 

Penance Service, Quilter Group Meeting, Legion of 

Mary Group Meetings, Holy Saturday Easter Egg Hunt, 

Blessing of Easter Bakets, etc.
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Sharing in the Eucharist is the heart of Sunday, but the duty to keep 
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AN EXCELLENT EDUCATION?  

Learn how PA tax dollars can be redirected by businesses 
to provide tuition assistance for qualified needy students.  
We have great news on this opportunity! Please visit:  
http://www.diopitt.plannedgiving.org/diopitt/giving/5. 
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Sanctuary     Lamp

ADVERTISER of the Week 

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns 

In Loving Memory of Anna D. Rohall 

& Gary Dillon

Ofered by John & Margaret Dillon

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension 

burns In Honor of Joseph & Shirley Zieger

on their 50th Wedding Anniversary

GREENTREE AUTO BODY

Thank you for helping to underwrite the 
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.

Today’s dramatic reading plunges us into the events of the paschal 

mystery. We undergo with Jesus betrayal, sufering, and eventual death. 

Like Jesus, we are called to remain faithful to God, ever trusting in his 

wisdom and providential care. To be God’s son, Jesus demonstrates filial 

obedience and dedication to his mission to the point of death rather 

than shy away from the culmination of his ministry. Jesus faces it 

straightforwardly, knowing that it will result in a violent death. He places 

his confidence and trust in God himself, who will be true to his word, 

even when Jesus is on the cross. The example of Jesus on this Palm 

Sunday inspires us to be true to God’s will in our lives. We are open to 

what God has in store, a resurrection from the dead that is new life. Such 

is the paschal mystery. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

REST IN PEACE
We ofer our sympathy to the families of Stanley Michaels, Mark S. 
Wilson and Philip Bickel who entered into eternal life. Please keep them 
in your prayers

FAST AND ABSTINENCE
Good Friday is a day of Fast and Abstinence. The obligation of Abstinence 
(no meat) begins at the age of 14. The Law of Fast (limiting oneself to one 
full full meal and two lighter ones) obliges all between the ages of 18 and 
59. No one should take this obligation lightly.

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION
On Good Friday all Christians are united in a special way to the land that 
was made holy by God’s plan. Please help support our brothers and 
sisters in the Holy Land by giving to the special Good Friday Appeal 
which allows the Franciscans to continue caring for Christianity’s holiest 
sites and for God’s people in the Holy Land. A special envelope for this 
appeal was included in your ofering envelope packet.

Living the PASCHAL MYSTERY 

GUIDELINES FOR CATHOLIC 
GODPARENTS/SPONSORS

When choosing godparents or sponsors 
for Baptism or Confirmation, please 
keep in mind the following:  Godpar-
ents/Sponsors must be at least 16 years 
of age, and be a baptized and confirmed 
Roman Catholic.  They must lead a life in 
harmony with the Catholic Faith (includ-
ing valid Catholic marriage). The mother 
or father cannot be the godparent/spon-
sor. For the Sacrament of Baptism: A 
baptized person who belongs to another 
Christian community (Lutheran, Episco-
pal, Presbyterian, etc.) may be admitted 
only as a Christian Witness (not a 
godparent) provided there is at least one 
Roman Catholic godparent who fulfills 
the above criteria. A non-baptized 
person cannot be a witness (Code of 
Canon Law, cc.872-874).

PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED
Due to the current health crisis the Parish OIces will 

be closed for all ordinary parish business. However, in 

case of emergency, please call the parish at 

412-922-6300 and someone will get in contact you as 

soon as possible.

CANCELLATION OF DAILY 
AND SUNDAY MASSES

Even though the celebration of public Masses in the 

Diocese of Pittsburgh have been cancelled as per the 

directive of Bishop David Zubik, Fr. John Gizler, Fr. Jack 

Forbidussi and Fr. Joseph Scheib will still celebrate 

Masses in private at St. Philip Parish. This will satisfy 

the intentions which you have scheduled for your 

loved ones and friends.

ALL PARISH EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 
HAVE BEEN CANCELLED

In order to keep our parishioners safe, all parish activi-

ties and events have been cancelled. This includes but 

is not limited to:  Choir Rehearsals, Tuesday Evening 

Faith Sharing Series, Wednesday Evening Soup & 

Speaker Series, Thursday Afternoon Book Discussion 

Series, Stations of the Cross, Tenebrae Service, Parish 

Fish Fry, First Eucharist Parent Meeting, Lenten 

Penance Service, Quilter Group Meeting, Legion of 

Mary Group Meetings, Holy Saturday Easter Egg Hunt, 

Blessing of Easter Bakets, etc.
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I  am pleased to inform you that you are now able to share your financial gifts to support our 
parish …ONLINE. We have been working very hard behind the scenes as a parish staff to bring this 
exciting new program to our parish.  Being able to give online makes donating simple and easy, 
while at the same time keeping the process safe and secure. We believe that by offering online 
giving, we will be able to engage more of our parish families to join us in supporting the important 
work we have been called to do together. 

It’s very simple to set up a one-time or recurring donation, and allocate the amounts of your choice 
to any of our different collections. Once you start to use it, you will be able to view your complete, 
accurate financial records at any time during the year. Those of you who wish to continue using 
traditional methods of offering may do so, however, I am personally asking that you prayerfully 
consider switching to giving your gifts online. Your choice to give online will help our parish to be 
better stewards of our Time, Treasure and Talent. 

Take the time to read through the next few pages to learn about the benefits of online giving for 
both you and our parish. If you have any questions about the program or need help setting up 
your account, please don’t hesitate to call the parish office. Please prayerfully consider giving to 
our parish community online as it does benefit our parish in many important ways. I am looking 
forward to growing our parish community together.

Let’s begin this journey of faith together,

A community where we are family 
and we share our many gifts generously

1

Fr. John B. Gizler III,
PASTOR JOHN B. GIZLER III,

Dear Parish Family,



2

Please prayerfully consider giving to our 
parish community online as it does benefit 
our parish in many important ways. 

Why Should You (Prayerfully) Consider Switching To Giving Online?

Does Online Giving Really Benefit Our Parish? Yes It Does!

You can share your gifts… Any way you want to. When you want to. 
Where you want to.

Leave your checkbook at home. Set up your recurring gift using a credit 
card, checking or savings account.

Your funds are protected. Your donations are automatically transferred 
to our parish so it’s safer and more secure.

Support our parish consistently, even if you are unable to attend Mass.

Give on-the-go! Access the site from your mobile phone or tablet.

1

2

3

4

5

Less time required to process collections No more manual entries so 
office staff will be able to process data efficiently.

Predictable contributions More predictable cash flow helping us plan our 
ministries better.

Automatic record keeping.  Online donation summaries for better more 
accurate and efficient records.

Accommodates special collections/missions – Making it easier for 
everyone to participate in the ministry of our parish.
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ONLINE
SIGN UP TO GIVE

HOW TO CREATE YOUR ONLINE GIVING ACCOUNT

2

1

3

It’s that easy! Your account will be created & you can start giving online. 
Questions? Please contact (412) 921-1230.

Click Recurring Donation, enter your donation amount  
and frequency.

Click on the collection you wish to donate to. 

Visit www.saintphilipchurch.org and click Give Online. 

It’s as easy as 1 2 3 to create your account online right on our parish website.
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Frequently Asked Questions

FAITHFULLY CONSIDER GIVING 
TO OUR PARISH ONLINE 

Set up your account today!

Q.  Is giving online safe?
A.  Yes. We implement the safest security 
standards for online transactions and 
your privacy is protected at all times. 
It is actually more secure than writing 
checks or bringing cash to church. Online 
contributions cannot be lost, stolen, or 
destroyed and have an extremely high 
rate of accuracy. 

Q.  Which payment methods are 
accepted?
A.  You have many options. Contributions 
from checking accounts, savings accounts, 
debit cards, and major credit cards (Visa, 
MasterCard, Discover, and American 
Express) are all accepted. 

Q.  When will my account(s) be 
debited? 
A.  The choice is yours. When you enroll 
in our online program you can choose 
to have donations processed Weekly, 
Monthly, Semimonthly, Quarterly, 
Semiannually, or Annually. 

Q.  What will my credit card 
statement say?
A. The name of our parish will appear on 
your bank or credit card statement. 

Q.  Can any additional funds be taken 
from my account other than what I 
have authorized?
A.  Absolutely not! Only the amount you 
authorized to give the church is taken. 
You are the only one that can change the 
amount of money that may be processed. 
You will also receive email reminders 2 
days before your recurring transaction is 
set to occur so there will be no surprises.

Q. What if I need to stop, increase, or 
decrease my donation? 
A.  You can make changes to your account 
at any time by logging into your account 
online 24/7 or by calling the parish office. 

Q. What if I change bank accounts or 
get a new debit or credit card?
A.  Log in to your account online. You can 
log in to your account online at any time to 
update your payment source information.  

Q. Will I receive receipts for my 
donations?
A.  Yes. All parishioners enrolled in online 
giving will receive receipts via email.

Q.  What if I feel uncomfortable not 
having something to physically drop 
into the collection basket?
A.  Don’t worry!  You can print donation 
slips that can be placed into the collection 
basket as a visible sign of your electronic 
donations. These slips can be personalized 
with your Name and Church ID. 

Q.  How do I sign up to start donating 
online?
A.  Visit 
Click Give Online or call the parish office 
for more information.

www.saintphilipchurch.org



A MESSAGE FROM DR DOUGHERTY
Over the past several weeks Nations around the World 
have seen major changes in daily life that will no doubt 
form the future of our interactions. A global pandemic, 
the likes that have not been experienced since the 
Spanish Flu, have gripped and reshaped how we live and 
interact with others, from a global perspective all the 
way down to St. Philip School. 

Over these past two weeks our school was able to pivot 
from a traditional format of educating our students to 
one that is now virtual. Our teachers have constructed 
daily schedules for students to continue not only their 
education from the Pre-school through the Eighth Grade. 
Teachers have developed online meeting places to 
gather with students to present lessons and provide a 
new form of “community.” 

Our goal through this has been to provide for our 
students in their educational, social and Spiritual needs. 
Students have been interacting with each other in their 
virtual classrooms and with their teachers. Using the      
St. Philip Facebook page, we are holding weekly school 
Mass for our students and families. 

While these are diIcult times, our school community has 
pulled together to provide a “new normal” for our 
students. We are uncertain as to when we will be able to 
gather again in person at our school, however we will, and 
once again St. Philip School will continue on in the Mission 
that is now a 106-year tradition of educating our children. 

We ask you to please keep our students and faculty in 
your prayers. We will also pray for all of you. 

Dr. Brian Dougherty
Principal, St. Philip School

GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the May GRACE  program  may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending it 
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WHY PALMS?
As Christ makes his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, he is greeted by people who 
have “cut branches from the trees and strewed them on the road” (Mt 21:8). For centu-
ries, palm branches have been used by all nations as an emblem of joy and victo-
ry over enemies; over the flesh and the world.  The use of palms is especially asso-
ciated with the memory of the martyrs. The palms blessed on Palm Sunday are 
used in the procession on this day and then taken home by the faithful and used 
as a sacramental, that is, they are placed in a prominent place in the home.  
Throughout the centuries, the blessed palms have even been placed in the barns 
and fields of the faithful. On the Lower Rhine River in Germany, the custom exists 
of decorating the graves of loved ones with blessed palms. In Italy, blessed olive 
branches are carried by the faithful, while the clergy carry palms that have been 
dried and twisted into various shapes. In parts of Bavaria, swamp willows, with 
their catkins, are also used on Palm Sunday as they are ornamented with flowers 
and ribbons to commemorate this special day.  (From the Catholic Encyclopedia)

THE FACE OF JESUS
In all the readings for this Sunday we can look at the face of Jesus.  There are two 
Gospel passages, both from the Gospel of Luke. The first tells of Jesus’ triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. Crowds greeted him with shouts of 
“Hosanna!” The second tells of Jesus’ departure from Jerusalem, carrying the 
cross on his back. The same crowds derided him and shouted for his crucifixion.  
We first see a face shining with glory, but in a few short days a face dark with 
blood and sorrow. Set between these two contrasting Gospel passages are equal-
ly contrasting readings from the Hebrew and Christian scriptures. Isaiah 
describes a sufering servant who willingly submits to beating and humiliation, 
not even turning away his face. He knows he belongs to God and will not be put 
to shame.  St. Paul writes to the Philippians of Jesus Christ, the true Sufering 
Servant, who willingly emptied himself to become human. But this man, with a 
very human face, has now been exalted by God above all others. (J. S. Paluch Co.)

THE WOOD OF THE CROSS
Good Friday is a celebration of the Passion, the Sufering and Death of Jesus.  
There is no Mass that day. The afternoon service is a very ancient one. One of 
the most moving parts of the celebration is the Veneration of the Wood of the 
Cross. The priest proclaims: “This is the Wood of the Cross on which hung the Savior 
of the World.” We venerate and worship the Wood of the Cross. We move in 
silence to bend down and kiss the wood. All wood is now holy. It was the Tree 
of Life that stood in the middle of Paradise. The Wood of the Cross is the table 
upon which we celebrate the Sacred Meal of the Eucharist. The Wood of the 
Cross is the Royal Throne upon which the King of Glory died. The Wood of the 
Cross is the instrument which destroys all division and alienation and it 
reached to the north and south, east and west, and brings together all of us into 
one body. Its vertical beam brings Heaven to earth, and its horizontal beam 
stretches out to all people. The Wood of the Cross smashes the gates of the 
underworld and Hell and releases all those held prisoner. When you come on 
Good Friday and kiss the Cross, remember that this is the wood which brought 
us salvation. (Fr. Athanasius, St. Vincent Archabbey)

THE HISTORY OF THE TRIDUUM
By the second century, Christians celebrated the great Easter Vigil, an event which 
began the night of Holy Saturday, continuing until dawn on Easter morning. During 
this vigil, Christians commemorated salvation history, awaited the return of Jesus, 
and celebrated the resurrection of Jesus at dawn on Easter Sunday. At the vigil. 
catechumens, after a three year period of catechesis, were baptized and received first 
communion. At the time, the Easter Vigil was the most important celebration of the 
liturgical year. Eventually Christians expanded this celebration to a three-day com-
memoration of Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection, with the Easter Vigil beginning 
the high point of the three day commemoration known as the Triduum (Latin for 
“three days”). Over time, as the liturgical year expanded, the Easter Vigil lost its 
preeminence, although the three days commemorating Jesus’ passion still held an 
important place in the Church year. However, since the reforms of the Second 
Vatican Council, the Easter Vigil, and the Triduum, have regained their position of 
prominence in the Western Catholic liturgical calendar. (All Saints Press, 2019)

WHY DID JESUS DIE ON A CROSS?
Crucifixes adorn so much of a Catholic life that even secular folks recognize the 
symbol. Behind the image of the Crucified One lies an extraordinary claim. God 
delivered his only Son over to sinners to be crucified for our salvation. Why did 
Jesus have to sufer crucifixion? Some answers are excluded. Historical circum-
stances cannot fully explain Christ’s crucifixion. His saving death did not result 
from an unfortunate convergence of Roman execution practices and political 
maneuvering by Christ’s opponents. God’s wrath surely does not explain Christ’s 
bitter suferings on the cross. How erroneous to think that God restores love to the 
world through deeds of bloody vengeance. Again, Christ did not stumble acciden-
tally into the mechanisms of the death penalty. Incarnate Wisdom could not have 
been caught of guard, as it were. The saints discover reasons to show why crucifix-
ion fits Christ’s saving mission. Christ reverses on a tree the curse that Adam reaped 
by eating the fruit of a tree. By being lifted up, Christ prepares our way upward 
toward heaven. He gives an example of virtue, especially patience. The cross 
stretches Christ’s body toward the four corners of the globe. Crucifixion displays 
that Christ dies for everyone everywhere. Above all, Adam’s sin introduced such 
disorder into the world that only a pleasing holocaust could set things right. Our 
Lord completes this saving and definitive immolation. (Fr. Romanus Cessario, OP)

to the school oIce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment deadline for the May GRACE program 
on May 1, which will include our May Crowning ceremony 
and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is April 29. Any donation 
is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school. 

VIRTUAL SPIRIT WEEK AND PIEROGIE SALE 
To keep our students and families connected, the PTG 
initiated Virtual Spirit Week. Each day of the week, they 
post a theme and an accompanying activity on 
Facebook. It is a chance to involve the whole family by 
sharing each family’s fun with the rest of the SPS 
community. Days included Green and White Day, 
Creativity Day (make something and share it), Pittsburgh 
Spirit Black and Gold Day, Nature Day (get outside and 
share what you find), and Spiritual Day (attend School 
Mass virtually on the Parish Facebook Page). The PTG 
also held its pierogie sale in the school parking lot to 
respect social distancing. Patrons just had to drive up 
and pick up those delicious treats!

MORE VIRTUAL LEARNING NEWS
Kindergarten is not missing a beat when it comes to 
continuing activities like guest readers and birthday 
parties. This week Mrs. Matko and Mrs. Havrilla were 
guest readers over the classroom connection and David 
and Zoey celebrated their birthdays virtually. Third 
grade misses school so much that Quinn created a model 
of her classroom with some clever clay classmates

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
BATTERY CAR CHAMPS!! St. Philip Battery Car teams took 
home two trophies and multiple medals at the Duquesne 
University Battery Car Race. Three St. Philip cars had 
perfect 1st place scores on their Power Point design 
documents winning medals for the Bourbon Street Bomber 
team of Bella Malloy, Gia Marino, Gabby Muoio, and 
Lillianna Peterson; The Indy 500 team of Sean Kelsch, 
Charlie Colantonio and Maslen Anselm; and the Razorback 
Attack team of Addison Hazuda and Rachel McDevitt.

All five of St. Philip cars made it to the finals round with 
Paradise Palms team of Natalie Kirsch, Rachel Boehm 
and Annalise Wrabley taking 3rd place in the race and 
winning the 3rd place overall trophy; and Indy 500 driven 
by Sean Kelsch, Charlie Colantonio and Maslen Anselm 
taking 2nd place in the race and winning the 2nd place 
overall trophy. Also racing almost to the end was the 
Tennessee Music Monster driven by Declan Cringle, Zach 
Bittner and Will Stickman and Razorback Attack driven 
by Addison Hazuda and Rachel McDevitt. 

CARSON SCHOLAR Congratulations to St. Philip 8th grader, 
Julianna Umalin who has been named a Carson Scholar for 

Prayers after Online Classes

Amelia Matko with her mom.

2020. These students will be honored 
at a ceremony at Heinz Field and 
received medals and scholarships of 
$1,000. Julianna is among a group of 
over 4,200 students from around the 
country to be selected as a Carson 
Scholar. Academic achievements and 
community service make them stand out as future leaders. 

WQED DESIGN LIVES HERE Our Thinking Caps students 
have been working with the Design Lives Here Project at 
WQED for the entire school year. They have been 
completing engineering challenges here at school as well 
as creating inventions to help the environment. The 
program culminated last week with a visit to WQED 
studios to complete 3 more projects, this time on teams 
with students from schools throughout the Pittsburgh 
region who have also been participating in the program.
The students were charged to create a shelter from 
garbage bags and garden posts that could withstand 
“winds” from a leaf blower, create a paddle boat from a 
plastic cup and skewers that could move down a channel 
of water, and fashion a container that could carry as 
many ping pong balls as possible down a zip line. The 
students had a great time taking on these challenges.

DR. SEUSS WEEK was celebrated with games, projects, 
readings and dress ups. Each day focused on a Seuss 
classic from Green Eggs and Ham to the Grinch Who Stole 
Christmas and who spent the day outside 2nd Grade 
enjoying all the Christmas decorations and outfits that 
came his way. Fox in Socks was celebrated with a wide 
variety of crazy socks and 3rd Grade found time to read Dr. 
Seuss books to Kindergarten to end a fabulous Fun Week.

SHEPHERDS AND LAMBS 8th Grade Shepherds helping 
the Pre-K Lambs learn about the Blessed Trinity and        
St. Patrick. The Shepherds also read their favorite 
children’s book to the Lambs.

SUPER SHOOTER Congratulations to St. Philip 5th Grader, 
Shae Trombetta who was the District 1st Place winner in 
the Elks National Hoop Shoot Contest in the ages 10-11 
category. Shae went on to the State Championships at 
Penn State where she finished in 5th Place.

GREAT COMMUNICATOR Congratulations to SPS 
Alumnus and OLSH senior, Evan Kormick who placed 2nd 
in Program Oral Interp and qualified to NSDA Nationals 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico.



A MESSAGE FROM DR DOUGHERTY
Over the past several weeks Nations around the World 
have seen major changes in daily life that will no doubt 
form the future of our interactions. A global pandemic, 
the likes that have not been experienced since the 
Spanish Flu, have gripped and reshaped how we live and 
interact with others, from a global perspective all the 
way down to St. Philip School. 

Over these past two weeks our school was able to pivot 
from a traditional format of educating our students to 
one that is now virtual. Our teachers have constructed 
daily schedules for students to continue not only their 
education from the Pre-school through the Eighth Grade. 
Teachers have developed online meeting places to 
gather with students to present lessons and provide a 
new form of “community.” 

Our goal through this has been to provide for our 
students in their educational, social and Spiritual needs. 
Students have been interacting with each other in their 
virtual classrooms and with their teachers. Using the      
St. Philip Facebook page, we are holding weekly school 
Mass for our students and families. 

While these are diIcult times, our school community has 
pulled together to provide a “new normal” for our 
students. We are uncertain as to when we will be able to 
gather again in person at our school, however we will, and 
once again St. Philip School will continue on in the Mission 
that is now a 106-year tradition of educating our children. 

We ask you to please keep our students and faculty in 
your prayers. We will also pray for all of you. 

Dr. Brian Dougherty
Principal, St. Philip School

GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the May GRACE  program  may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending it 
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WHY PALMS?
As Christ makes his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, he is greeted by people who 
have “cut branches from the trees and strewed them on the road” (Mt 21:8). For centu-
ries, palm branches have been used by all nations as an emblem of joy and victo-
ry over enemies; over the flesh and the world.  The use of palms is especially asso-
ciated with the memory of the martyrs. The palms blessed on Palm Sunday are 
used in the procession on this day and then taken home by the faithful and used 
as a sacramental, that is, they are placed in a prominent place in the home.  
Throughout the centuries, the blessed palms have even been placed in the barns 
and fields of the faithful. On the Lower Rhine River in Germany, the custom exists 
of decorating the graves of loved ones with blessed palms. In Italy, blessed olive 
branches are carried by the faithful, while the clergy carry palms that have been 
dried and twisted into various shapes. In parts of Bavaria, swamp willows, with 
their catkins, are also used on Palm Sunday as they are ornamented with flowers 
and ribbons to commemorate this special day.  (From the Catholic Encyclopedia)

THE FACE OF JESUS
In all the readings for this Sunday we can look at the face of Jesus.  There are two 
Gospel passages, both from the Gospel of Luke. The first tells of Jesus’ triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. Crowds greeted him with shouts of 
“Hosanna!” The second tells of Jesus’ departure from Jerusalem, carrying the 
cross on his back. The same crowds derided him and shouted for his crucifixion.  
We first see a face shining with glory, but in a few short days a face dark with 
blood and sorrow. Set between these two contrasting Gospel passages are equal-
ly contrasting readings from the Hebrew and Christian scriptures. Isaiah 
describes a sufering servant who willingly submits to beating and humiliation, 
not even turning away his face. He knows he belongs to God and will not be put 
to shame.  St. Paul writes to the Philippians of Jesus Christ, the true Sufering 
Servant, who willingly emptied himself to become human. But this man, with a 
very human face, has now been exalted by God above all others. (J. S. Paluch Co.)

THE WOOD OF THE CROSS
Good Friday is a celebration of the Passion, the Sufering and Death of Jesus.  
There is no Mass that day. The afternoon service is a very ancient one. One of 
the most moving parts of the celebration is the Veneration of the Wood of the 
Cross. The priest proclaims: “This is the Wood of the Cross on which hung the Savior 
of the World.” We venerate and worship the Wood of the Cross. We move in 
silence to bend down and kiss the wood. All wood is now holy. It was the Tree 
of Life that stood in the middle of Paradise. The Wood of the Cross is the table 
upon which we celebrate the Sacred Meal of the Eucharist. The Wood of the 
Cross is the Royal Throne upon which the King of Glory died. The Wood of the 
Cross is the instrument which destroys all division and alienation and it 
reached to the north and south, east and west, and brings together all of us into 
one body. Its vertical beam brings Heaven to earth, and its horizontal beam 
stretches out to all people. The Wood of the Cross smashes the gates of the 
underworld and Hell and releases all those held prisoner. When you come on 
Good Friday and kiss the Cross, remember that this is the wood which brought 
us salvation. (Fr. Athanasius, St. Vincent Archabbey)

THE HISTORY OF THE TRIDUUM
By the second century, Christians celebrated the great Easter Vigil, an event which 
began the night of Holy Saturday, continuing until dawn on Easter morning. During 
this vigil, Christians commemorated salvation history, awaited the return of Jesus, 
and celebrated the resurrection of Jesus at dawn on Easter Sunday. At the vigil. 
catechumens, after a three year period of catechesis, were baptized and received first 
communion. At the time, the Easter Vigil was the most important celebration of the 
liturgical year. Eventually Christians expanded this celebration to a three-day com-
memoration of Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection, with the Easter Vigil beginning 
the high point of the three day commemoration known as the Triduum (Latin for 
“three days”). Over time, as the liturgical year expanded, the Easter Vigil lost its 
preeminence, although the three days commemorating Jesus’ passion still held an 
important place in the Church year. However, since the reforms of the Second 
Vatican Council, the Easter Vigil, and the Triduum, have regained their position of 
prominence in the Western Catholic liturgical calendar. (All Saints Press, 2019)

WHY DID JESUS DIE ON A CROSS?
Crucifixes adorn so much of a Catholic life that even secular folks recognize the 
symbol. Behind the image of the Crucified One lies an extraordinary claim. God 
delivered his only Son over to sinners to be crucified for our salvation. Why did 
Jesus have to sufer crucifixion? Some answers are excluded. Historical circum-
stances cannot fully explain Christ’s crucifixion. His saving death did not result 
from an unfortunate convergence of Roman execution practices and political 
maneuvering by Christ’s opponents. God’s wrath surely does not explain Christ’s 
bitter suferings on the cross. How erroneous to think that God restores love to the 
world through deeds of bloody vengeance. Again, Christ did not stumble acciden-
tally into the mechanisms of the death penalty. Incarnate Wisdom could not have 
been caught of guard, as it were. The saints discover reasons to show why crucifix-
ion fits Christ’s saving mission. Christ reverses on a tree the curse that Adam reaped 
by eating the fruit of a tree. By being lifted up, Christ prepares our way upward 
toward heaven. He gives an example of virtue, especially patience. The cross 
stretches Christ’s body toward the four corners of the globe. Crucifixion displays 
that Christ dies for everyone everywhere. Above all, Adam’s sin introduced such 
disorder into the world that only a pleasing holocaust could set things right. Our 
Lord completes this saving and definitive immolation. (Fr. Romanus Cessario, OP)

to the school oIce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment deadline for the May GRACE program 
on May 1, which will include our May Crowning ceremony 
and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is April 29. Any donation 
is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school. 

VIRTUAL SPIRIT WEEK AND PIEROGIE SALE 
To keep our students and families connected, the PTG 
initiated Virtual Spirit Week. Each day of the week, they 
post a theme and an accompanying activity on 
Facebook. It is a chance to involve the whole family by 
sharing each family’s fun with the rest of the SPS 
community. Days included Green and White Day, 
Creativity Day (make something and share it), Pittsburgh 
Spirit Black and Gold Day, Nature Day (get outside and 
share what you find), and Spiritual Day (attend School 
Mass virtually on the Parish Facebook Page). The PTG 
also held its pierogie sale in the school parking lot to 
respect social distancing. Patrons just had to drive up 
and pick up those delicious treats!

MORE VIRTUAL LEARNING NEWS
Kindergarten is not missing a beat when it comes to 
continuing activities like guest readers and birthday 
parties. This week Mrs. Matko and Mrs. Havrilla were 
guest readers over the classroom connection and David 
and Zoey celebrated their birthdays virtually. Third 
grade misses school so much that Quinn created a model 
of her classroom with some clever clay classmates

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
BATTERY CAR CHAMPS!! St. Philip Battery Car teams took 
home two trophies and multiple medals at the Duquesne 
University Battery Car Race. Three St. Philip cars had 
perfect 1st place scores on their Power Point design 
documents winning medals for the Bourbon Street Bomber 
team of Bella Malloy, Gia Marino, Gabby Muoio, and 
Lillianna Peterson; The Indy 500 team of Sean Kelsch, 
Charlie Colantonio and Maslen Anselm; and the Razorback 
Attack team of Addison Hazuda and Rachel McDevitt.

All five of St. Philip cars made it to the finals round with 
Paradise Palms team of Natalie Kirsch, Rachel Boehm 
and Annalise Wrabley taking 3rd place in the race and 
winning the 3rd place overall trophy; and Indy 500 driven 
by Sean Kelsch, Charlie Colantonio and Maslen Anselm 
taking 2nd place in the race and winning the 2nd place 
overall trophy. Also racing almost to the end was the 
Tennessee Music Monster driven by Declan Cringle, Zach 
Bittner and Will Stickman and Razorback Attack driven 
by Addison Hazuda and Rachel McDevitt. 

CARSON SCHOLAR Congratulations to St. Philip 8th grader, 
Julianna Umalin who has been named a Carson Scholar for 

2020. These students will be honored 
at a ceremony at Heinz Field and 
received medals and scholarships of 
$1,000. Julianna is among a group of 
over 4,200 students from around the 
country to be selected as a Carson 
Scholar. Academic achievements and 
community service make them stand out as future leaders. 

WQED DESIGN LIVES HERE Our Thinking Caps students 
have been working with the Design Lives Here Project at 
WQED for the entire school year. They have been 
completing engineering challenges here at school as well 
as creating inventions to help the environment. The 
program culminated last week with a visit to WQED 
studios to complete 3 more projects, this time on teams 
with students from schools throughout the Pittsburgh 
region who have also been participating in the program.
The students were charged to create a shelter from 
garbage bags and garden posts that could withstand 
“winds” from a leaf blower, create a paddle boat from a 
plastic cup and skewers that could move down a channel 
of water, and fashion a container that could carry as 
many ping pong balls as possible down a zip line. The 
students had a great time taking on these challenges.

DR. SEUSS WEEK was celebrated with games, projects, 
readings and dress ups. Each day focused on a Seuss 
classic from Green Eggs and Ham to the Grinch Who Stole 
Christmas and who spent the day outside 2nd Grade 
enjoying all the Christmas decorations and outfits that 
came his way. Fox in Socks was celebrated with a wide 
variety of crazy socks and 3rd Grade found time to read Dr. 
Seuss books to Kindergarten to end a fabulous Fun Week.

SHEPHERDS AND LAMBS 8th Grade Shepherds helping 
the Pre-K Lambs learn about the Blessed Trinity and        
St. Patrick. The Shepherds also read their favorite 
children’s book to the Lambs.

SUPER SHOOTER Congratulations to St. Philip 5th Grader, 
Shae Trombetta who was the District 1st Place winner in 
the Elks National Hoop Shoot Contest in the ages 10-11 
category. Shae went on to the State Championships at 
Penn State where she finished in 5th Place.

GREAT COMMUNICATOR Congratulations to SPS 
Alumnus and OLSH senior, Evan Kormick who placed 2nd 
in Program Oral Interp and qualified to NSDA Nationals 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Blackand Gold!

Creativity Day — Stickman.

Eliana participates in online classes.

Pre-K nature hunt.

PTG pierogie sale.



A MESSAGE FROM DR DOUGHERTY
Over the past several weeks Nations around the World 
have seen major changes in daily life that will no doubt 
form the future of our interactions. A global pandemic, 
the likes that have not been experienced since the 
Spanish Flu, have gripped and reshaped how we live and 
interact with others, from a global perspective all the 
way down to St. Philip School. 

Over these past two weeks our school was able to pivot 
from a traditional format of educating our students to 
one that is now virtual. Our teachers have constructed 
daily schedules for students to continue not only their 
education from the Pre-school through the Eighth Grade. 
Teachers have developed online meeting places to 
gather with students to present lessons and provide a 
new form of “community.” 

Our goal through this has been to provide for our 
students in their educational, social and Spiritual needs. 
Students have been interacting with each other in their 
virtual classrooms and with their teachers. Using the      
St. Philip Facebook page, we are holding weekly school 
Mass for our students and families. 

While these are diIcult times, our school community has 
pulled together to provide a “new normal” for our 
students. We are uncertain as to when we will be able to 
gather again in person at our school, however we will, and 
once again St. Philip School will continue on in the Mission 
that is now a 106-year tradition of educating our children. 

We ask you to please keep our students and faculty in 
your prayers. We will also pray for all of you. 

Dr. Brian Dougherty
Principal, St. Philip School

GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the May GRACE  program  may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending it 
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WHY PALMS?
As Christ makes his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, he is greeted by people who 
have “cut branches from the trees and strewed them on the road” (Mt 21:8). For centu-
ries, palm branches have been used by all nations as an emblem of joy and victo-
ry over enemies; over the flesh and the world.  The use of palms is especially asso-
ciated with the memory of the martyrs. The palms blessed on Palm Sunday are 
used in the procession on this day and then taken home by the faithful and used 
as a sacramental, that is, they are placed in a prominent place in the home.  
Throughout the centuries, the blessed palms have even been placed in the barns 
and fields of the faithful. On the Lower Rhine River in Germany, the custom exists 
of decorating the graves of loved ones with blessed palms. In Italy, blessed olive 
branches are carried by the faithful, while the clergy carry palms that have been 
dried and twisted into various shapes. In parts of Bavaria, swamp willows, with 
their catkins, are also used on Palm Sunday as they are ornamented with flowers 
and ribbons to commemorate this special day.  (From the Catholic Encyclopedia)

THE FACE OF JESUS
In all the readings for this Sunday we can look at the face of Jesus.  There are two 
Gospel passages, both from the Gospel of Luke. The first tells of Jesus’ triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. Crowds greeted him with shouts of 
“Hosanna!” The second tells of Jesus’ departure from Jerusalem, carrying the 
cross on his back. The same crowds derided him and shouted for his crucifixion.  
We first see a face shining with glory, but in a few short days a face dark with 
blood and sorrow. Set between these two contrasting Gospel passages are equal-
ly contrasting readings from the Hebrew and Christian scriptures. Isaiah 
describes a sufering servant who willingly submits to beating and humiliation, 
not even turning away his face. He knows he belongs to God and will not be put 
to shame.  St. Paul writes to the Philippians of Jesus Christ, the true Sufering 
Servant, who willingly emptied himself to become human. But this man, with a 
very human face, has now been exalted by God above all others. (J. S. Paluch Co.)

THE WOOD OF THE CROSS
Good Friday is a celebration of the Passion, the Sufering and Death of Jesus.  
There is no Mass that day. The afternoon service is a very ancient one. One of 
the most moving parts of the celebration is the Veneration of the Wood of the 
Cross. The priest proclaims: “This is the Wood of the Cross on which hung the Savior 
of the World.” We venerate and worship the Wood of the Cross. We move in 
silence to bend down and kiss the wood. All wood is now holy. It was the Tree 
of Life that stood in the middle of Paradise. The Wood of the Cross is the table 
upon which we celebrate the Sacred Meal of the Eucharist. The Wood of the 
Cross is the Royal Throne upon which the King of Glory died. The Wood of the 
Cross is the instrument which destroys all division and alienation and it 
reached to the north and south, east and west, and brings together all of us into 
one body. Its vertical beam brings Heaven to earth, and its horizontal beam 
stretches out to all people. The Wood of the Cross smashes the gates of the 
underworld and Hell and releases all those held prisoner. When you come on 
Good Friday and kiss the Cross, remember that this is the wood which brought 
us salvation. (Fr. Athanasius, St. Vincent Archabbey)

THE HISTORY OF THE TRIDUUM
By the second century, Christians celebrated the great Easter Vigil, an event which 
began the night of Holy Saturday, continuing until dawn on Easter morning. During 
this vigil, Christians commemorated salvation history, awaited the return of Jesus, 
and celebrated the resurrection of Jesus at dawn on Easter Sunday. At the vigil. 
catechumens, after a three year period of catechesis, were baptized and received first 
communion. At the time, the Easter Vigil was the most important celebration of the 
liturgical year. Eventually Christians expanded this celebration to a three-day com-
memoration of Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection, with the Easter Vigil beginning 
the high point of the three day commemoration known as the Triduum (Latin for 
“three days”). Over time, as the liturgical year expanded, the Easter Vigil lost its 
preeminence, although the three days commemorating Jesus’ passion still held an 
important place in the Church year. However, since the reforms of the Second 
Vatican Council, the Easter Vigil, and the Triduum, have regained their position of 
prominence in the Western Catholic liturgical calendar. (All Saints Press, 2019)

WHY DID JESUS DIE ON A CROSS?
Crucifixes adorn so much of a Catholic life that even secular folks recognize the 
symbol. Behind the image of the Crucified One lies an extraordinary claim. God 
delivered his only Son over to sinners to be crucified for our salvation. Why did 
Jesus have to sufer crucifixion? Some answers are excluded. Historical circum-
stances cannot fully explain Christ’s crucifixion. His saving death did not result 
from an unfortunate convergence of Roman execution practices and political 
maneuvering by Christ’s opponents. God’s wrath surely does not explain Christ’s 
bitter suferings on the cross. How erroneous to think that God restores love to the 
world through deeds of bloody vengeance. Again, Christ did not stumble acciden-
tally into the mechanisms of the death penalty. Incarnate Wisdom could not have 
been caught of guard, as it were. The saints discover reasons to show why crucifix-
ion fits Christ’s saving mission. Christ reverses on a tree the curse that Adam reaped 
by eating the fruit of a tree. By being lifted up, Christ prepares our way upward 
toward heaven. He gives an example of virtue, especially patience. The cross 
stretches Christ’s body toward the four corners of the globe. Crucifixion displays 
that Christ dies for everyone everywhere. Above all, Adam’s sin introduced such 
disorder into the world that only a pleasing holocaust could set things right. Our 
Lord completes this saving and definitive immolation. (Fr. Romanus Cessario, OP)

to the school oIce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh 
15205. Enrollment deadline for the May GRACE program 
on May 1, which will include our May Crowning ceremony 
and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is April 29. Any donation 
is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school. 

VIRTUAL SPIRIT WEEK AND PIEROGIE SALE 
To keep our students and families connected, the PTG 
initiated Virtual Spirit Week. Each day of the week, they 
post a theme and an accompanying activity on 
Facebook. It is a chance to involve the whole family by 
sharing each family’s fun with the rest of the SPS 
community. Days included Green and White Day, 
Creativity Day (make something and share it), Pittsburgh 
Spirit Black and Gold Day, Nature Day (get outside and 
share what you find), and Spiritual Day (attend School 
Mass virtually on the Parish Facebook Page). The PTG 
also held its pierogie sale in the school parking lot to 
respect social distancing. Patrons just had to drive up 
and pick up those delicious treats!

MORE VIRTUAL LEARNING NEWS
Kindergarten is not missing a beat when it comes to 
continuing activities like guest readers and birthday 
parties. This week Mrs. Matko and Mrs. Havrilla were 
guest readers over the classroom connection and David 
and Zoey celebrated their birthdays virtually. Third 
grade misses school so much that Quinn created a model 
of her classroom with some clever clay classmates

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
BATTERY CAR CHAMPS!! St. Philip Battery Car teams took 
home two trophies and multiple medals at the Duquesne 
University Battery Car Race. Three St. Philip cars had 
perfect 1st place scores on their Power Point design 
documents winning medals for the Bourbon Street Bomber 
team of Bella Malloy, Gia Marino, Gabby Muoio, and 
Lillianna Peterson; The Indy 500 team of Sean Kelsch, 
Charlie Colantonio and Maslen Anselm; and the Razorback 
Attack team of Addison Hazuda and Rachel McDevitt.

All five of St. Philip cars made it to the finals round with 
Paradise Palms team of Natalie Kirsch, Rachel Boehm 
and Annalise Wrabley taking 3rd place in the race and 
winning the 3rd place overall trophy; and Indy 500 driven 
by Sean Kelsch, Charlie Colantonio and Maslen Anselm 
taking 2nd place in the race and winning the 2nd place 
overall trophy. Also racing almost to the end was the 
Tennessee Music Monster driven by Declan Cringle, Zach 
Bittner and Will Stickman and Razorback Attack driven 
by Addison Hazuda and Rachel McDevitt. 

CARSON SCHOLAR Congratulations to St. Philip 8th grader, 
Julianna Umalin who has been named a Carson Scholar for 

Monday
April 27

FOUR DAYS OF KATE SPADE
Purse raRe to Benefit 
ST. PHILIP SCHOOL

Winner based on PA Lottery

Evening winning number receives a 
Kate Spade Purse valued at $340.00

Mid-day winning number receives a 
Kate Spade Credit Card Holder and 

a $25.00 Restaurant Gift Card. 

Contact the School O?ce at 
412-928-2742 or the Parish OIce at 

412-922-6300 for tickets. If no winner, 
nearest number not going over, wins.

DONATIONS $10.00

Ticket printing compliments of 
Hershberger Stover Funeral Home, Inc.

Tuesday
April 28

Wednesday
April 29

Thursday
April 30

JOIN US FOR MASS ONLINE
Visit our facebook page at:  
https://www.facebook.com/SaintPhilipParishCrafton/ 
live_videos

2020. These students will be honored 
at a ceremony at Heinz Field and 
received medals and scholarships of 
$1,000. Julianna is among a group of 
over 4,200 students from around the 
country to be selected as a Carson 
Scholar. Academic achievements and 
community service make them stand out as future leaders. 

WQED DESIGN LIVES HERE Our Thinking Caps students 
have been working with the Design Lives Here Project at 
WQED for the entire school year. They have been 
completing engineering challenges here at school as well 
as creating inventions to help the environment. The 
program culminated last week with a visit to WQED 
studios to complete 3 more projects, this time on teams 
with students from schools throughout the Pittsburgh 
region who have also been participating in the program.
The students were charged to create a shelter from 
garbage bags and garden posts that could withstand 
“winds” from a leaf blower, create a paddle boat from a 
plastic cup and skewers that could move down a channel 
of water, and fashion a container that could carry as 
many ping pong balls as possible down a zip line. The 
students had a great time taking on these challenges.

DR. SEUSS WEEK was celebrated with games, projects, 
readings and dress ups. Each day focused on a Seuss 
classic from Green Eggs and Ham to the Grinch Who Stole 
Christmas and who spent the day outside 2nd Grade 
enjoying all the Christmas decorations and outfits that 
came his way. Fox in Socks was celebrated with a wide 
variety of crazy socks and 3rd Grade found time to read Dr. 
Seuss books to Kindergarten to end a fabulous Fun Week.

SHEPHERDS AND LAMBS 8th Grade Shepherds helping 
the Pre-K Lambs learn about the Blessed Trinity and        
St. Patrick. The Shepherds also read their favorite 
children’s book to the Lambs.

SUPER SHOOTER Congratulations to St. Philip 5th Grader, 
Shae Trombetta who was the District 1st Place winner in 
the Elks National Hoop Shoot Contest in the ages 10-11 
category. Shae went on to the State Championships at 
Penn State where she finished in 5th Place.

GREAT COMMUNICATOR Congratulations to SPS 
Alumnus and OLSH senior, Evan Kormick who placed 2nd 
in Program Oral Interp and qualified to NSDA Nationals 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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Our Lenten Series was enjoyed 
by all who participated. 

WHY PALMS?
As Christ makes his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, he is greeted by people who 
have “cut branches from the trees and strewed them on the road” (Mt 21:8). For centu-
ries, palm branches have been used by all nations as an emblem of joy and victo-
ry over enemies; over the flesh and the world.  The use of palms is especially asso-
ciated with the memory of the martyrs. The palms blessed on Palm Sunday are 
used in the procession on this day and then taken home by the faithful and used 
as a sacramental, that is, they are placed in a prominent place in the home.  
Throughout the centuries, the blessed palms have even been placed in the barns 
and fields of the faithful. On the Lower Rhine River in Germany, the custom exists 
of decorating the graves of loved ones with blessed palms. In Italy, blessed olive 
branches are carried by the faithful, while the clergy carry palms that have been 
dried and twisted into various shapes. In parts of Bavaria, swamp willows, with 
their catkins, are also used on Palm Sunday as they are ornamented with flowers 
and ribbons to commemorate this special day.  (From the Catholic Encyclopedia)

THE FACE OF JESUS
In all the readings for this Sunday we can look at the face of Jesus.  There are two 
Gospel passages, both from the Gospel of Luke. The first tells of Jesus’ triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. Crowds greeted him with shouts of 
“Hosanna!” The second tells of Jesus’ departure from Jerusalem, carrying the 
cross on his back. The same crowds derided him and shouted for his crucifixion.  
We first see a face shining with glory, but in a few short days a face dark with 
blood and sorrow. Set between these two contrasting Gospel passages are equal-
ly contrasting readings from the Hebrew and Christian scriptures. Isaiah 
describes a sufering servant who willingly submits to beating and humiliation, 
not even turning away his face. He knows he belongs to God and will not be put 
to shame.  St. Paul writes to the Philippians of Jesus Christ, the true Sufering 
Servant, who willingly emptied himself to become human. But this man, with a 
very human face, has now been exalted by God above all others. (J. S. Paluch Co.)

THE WOOD OF THE CROSS
Good Friday is a celebration of the Passion, the Sufering and Death of Jesus.  
There is no Mass that day. The afternoon service is a very ancient one. One of 
the most moving parts of the celebration is the Veneration of the Wood of the 
Cross. The priest proclaims: “This is the Wood of the Cross on which hung the Savior 
of the World.” We venerate and worship the Wood of the Cross. We move in 
silence to bend down and kiss the wood. All wood is now holy. It was the Tree 
of Life that stood in the middle of Paradise. The Wood of the Cross is the table 
upon which we celebrate the Sacred Meal of the Eucharist. The Wood of the 
Cross is the Royal Throne upon which the King of Glory died. The Wood of the 
Cross is the instrument which destroys all division and alienation and it 
reached to the north and south, east and west, and brings together all of us into 
one body. Its vertical beam brings Heaven to earth, and its horizontal beam 
stretches out to all people. The Wood of the Cross smashes the gates of the 
underworld and Hell and releases all those held prisoner. When you come on 
Good Friday and kiss the Cross, remember that this is the wood which brought 
us salvation. (Fr. Athanasius, St. Vincent Archabbey)

THE HISTORY OF THE TRIDUUM
By the second century, Christians celebrated the great Easter Vigil, an event which 
began the night of Holy Saturday, continuing until dawn on Easter morning. During 
this vigil, Christians commemorated salvation history, awaited the return of Jesus, 
and celebrated the resurrection of Jesus at dawn on Easter Sunday. At the vigil. 
catechumens, after a three year period of catechesis, were baptized and received first 
communion. At the time, the Easter Vigil was the most important celebration of the 
liturgical year. Eventually Christians expanded this celebration to a three-day com-
memoration of Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection, with the Easter Vigil beginning 
the high point of the three day commemoration known as the Triduum (Latin for 
“three days”). Over time, as the liturgical year expanded, the Easter Vigil lost its 
preeminence, although the three days commemorating Jesus’ passion still held an 
important place in the Church year. However, since the reforms of the Second 
Vatican Council, the Easter Vigil, and the Triduum, have regained their position of 
prominence in the Western Catholic liturgical calendar. (All Saints Press, 2019)

WHY DID JESUS DIE ON A CROSS?
Crucifixes adorn so much of a Catholic life that even secular folks recognize the 
symbol. Behind the image of the Crucified One lies an extraordinary claim. God 
delivered his only Son over to sinners to be crucified for our salvation. Why did 
Jesus have to sufer crucifixion? Some answers are excluded. Historical circum-
stances cannot fully explain Christ’s crucifixion. His saving death did not result 
from an unfortunate convergence of Roman execution practices and political 
maneuvering by Christ’s opponents. God’s wrath surely does not explain Christ’s 
bitter suferings on the cross. How erroneous to think that God restores love to the 
world through deeds of bloody vengeance. Again, Christ did not stumble acciden-
tally into the mechanisms of the death penalty. Incarnate Wisdom could not have 
been caught of guard, as it were. The saints discover reasons to show why crucifix-
ion fits Christ’s saving mission. Christ reverses on a tree the curse that Adam reaped 
by eating the fruit of a tree. By being lifted up, Christ prepares our way upward 
toward heaven. He gives an example of virtue, especially patience. The cross 
stretches Christ’s body toward the four corners of the globe. Crucifixion displays 
that Christ dies for everyone everywhere. Above all, Adam’s sin introduced such 
disorder into the world that only a pleasing holocaust could set things right. Our 
Lord completes this saving and definitive immolation. (Fr. Romanus Cessario, OP)
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WHY PALMS?
As Christ makes his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, he is greeted by people who 
have “cut branches from the trees and strewed them on the road” (Mt 21:8). For centu-
ries, palm branches have been used by all nations as an emblem of joy and victo-
ry over enemies; over the flesh and the world.  The use of palms is especially asso-
ciated with the memory of the martyrs. The palms blessed on Palm Sunday are 
used in the procession on this day and then taken home by the faithful and used 
as a sacramental, that is, they are placed in a prominent place in the home.  
Throughout the centuries, the blessed palms have even been placed in the barns 
and fields of the faithful. On the Lower Rhine River in Germany, the custom exists 
of decorating the graves of loved ones with blessed palms. In Italy, blessed olive 
branches are carried by the faithful, while the clergy carry palms that have been 
dried and twisted into various shapes. In parts of Bavaria, swamp willows, with 
their catkins, are also used on Palm Sunday as they are ornamented with flowers 
and ribbons to commemorate this special day.  (From the Catholic Encyclopedia)

THE FACE OF JESUS
In all the readings for this Sunday we can look at the face of Jesus.  There are two 
Gospel passages, both from the Gospel of Luke. The first tells of Jesus’ triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. Crowds greeted him with shouts of 
“Hosanna!” The second tells of Jesus’ departure from Jerusalem, carrying the 
cross on his back. The same crowds derided him and shouted for his crucifixion.  
We first see a face shining with glory, but in a few short days a face dark with 
blood and sorrow. Set between these two contrasting Gospel passages are equal-
ly contrasting readings from the Hebrew and Christian scriptures. Isaiah 
describes a sufering servant who willingly submits to beating and humiliation, 
not even turning away his face. He knows he belongs to God and will not be put 
to shame.  St. Paul writes to the Philippians of Jesus Christ, the true Sufering 
Servant, who willingly emptied himself to become human. But this man, with a 
very human face, has now been exalted by God above all others. (J. S. Paluch Co.)

THE WOOD OF THE CROSS
Good Friday is a celebration of the Passion, the Sufering and Death of Jesus.  
There is no Mass that day. The afternoon service is a very ancient one. One of 
the most moving parts of the celebration is the Veneration of the Wood of the 
Cross. The priest proclaims: “This is the Wood of the Cross on which hung the Savior 
of the World.” We venerate and worship the Wood of the Cross. We move in 
silence to bend down and kiss the wood. All wood is now holy. It was the Tree 
of Life that stood in the middle of Paradise. The Wood of the Cross is the table 
upon which we celebrate the Sacred Meal of the Eucharist. The Wood of the 
Cross is the Royal Throne upon which the King of Glory died. The Wood of the 
Cross is the instrument which destroys all division and alienation and it 
reached to the north and south, east and west, and brings together all of us into 
one body. Its vertical beam brings Heaven to earth, and its horizontal beam 
stretches out to all people. The Wood of the Cross smashes the gates of the 
underworld and Hell and releases all those held prisoner. When you come on 
Good Friday and kiss the Cross, remember that this is the wood which brought 
us salvation. (Fr. Athanasius, St. Vincent Archabbey)

THE HISTORY OF THE TRIDUUM
By the second century, Christians celebrated the great Easter Vigil, an event which 
began the night of Holy Saturday, continuing until dawn on Easter morning. During 
this vigil, Christians commemorated salvation history, awaited the return of Jesus, 
and celebrated the resurrection of Jesus at dawn on Easter Sunday. At the vigil. 
catechumens, after a three year period of catechesis, were baptized and received first 
communion. At the time, the Easter Vigil was the most important celebration of the 
liturgical year. Eventually Christians expanded this celebration to a three-day com-
memoration of Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection, with the Easter Vigil beginning 
the high point of the three day commemoration known as the Triduum (Latin for 
“three days”). Over time, as the liturgical year expanded, the Easter Vigil lost its 
preeminence, although the three days commemorating Jesus’ passion still held an 
important place in the Church year. However, since the reforms of the Second 
Vatican Council, the Easter Vigil, and the Triduum, have regained their position of 
prominence in the Western Catholic liturgical calendar. (All Saints Press, 2019)

WHY DID JESUS DIE ON A CROSS?
Crucifixes adorn so much of a Catholic life that even secular folks recognize the 
symbol. Behind the image of the Crucified One lies an extraordinary claim. God 
delivered his only Son over to sinners to be crucified for our salvation. Why did 
Jesus have to sufer crucifixion? Some answers are excluded. Historical circum-
stances cannot fully explain Christ’s crucifixion. His saving death did not result 
from an unfortunate convergence of Roman execution practices and political 
maneuvering by Christ’s opponents. God’s wrath surely does not explain Christ’s 
bitter suferings on the cross. How erroneous to think that God restores love to the 
world through deeds of bloody vengeance. Again, Christ did not stumble acciden-
tally into the mechanisms of the death penalty. Incarnate Wisdom could not have 
been caught of guard, as it were. The saints discover reasons to show why crucifix-
ion fits Christ’s saving mission. Christ reverses on a tree the curse that Adam reaped 
by eating the fruit of a tree. By being lifted up, Christ prepares our way upward 
toward heaven. He gives an example of virtue, especially patience. The cross 
stretches Christ’s body toward the four corners of the globe. Crucifixion displays 
that Christ dies for everyone everywhere. Above all, Adam’s sin introduced such 
disorder into the world that only a pleasing holocaust could set things right. Our 
Lord completes this saving and definitive immolation. (Fr. Romanus Cessario, OP)

A PRAYER FOR HOLY WEEK
Lord of Easter promise, I live in faith of the Resurrection, but such is the nature 

of my faith, that so much of me remains entombed. Break open the tomb. 

Where I have buried my compassion: Break open the tomb.

Where I have buried my sense of mercy: Break open the tomb.

Where I have buried my sense of humanity: Break open the tomb.

Where I have buried my love for God: Break open the tomb.

Where I have buried my sense of joy: Break open the tomb.

Where I have buried my willingness to forgive: Break open the tomb.

Lord, in you I have found a Savior no grave can withstand.

Help me roll away this stone and find the miracle of a new life,

that I may live more fully in your grace. Amen.

(Fr. Stephen Humphrey)



ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE — With 
many utility companies delaying shutofs and even 
restoring service to customers who had already been 
shut of due to the coronavirus pandemic, we have not 
been getting as many requests for utility assistance as 
we normally do. However, those calls have been 
replaced by an increased number of requests for food 
help. We would like to explain the resources that are 
available in the area if you find yourself (or a neighbor) 
without enough food to eat.

As you likely know, the St. Philip Conference of the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul operates a small food bank. 
We deliver emergency food assistance and we deliver 
monthly food help to those friends in need who are with-
out transportation to reach a traditional food bank. If you 
need emergency food help or if you would like to see if 
you qualify for monthly food delivery, please call or text 
our hotline at 412-444-8140 or email us at svdp. 
saint.philip@gmail.com. We will be happy to assist you or 
refer you to the appropriate food bank for your location.

For those who do have transportation with which to reach 
a traditional food bank, there are multiple food banks in 
the area that are here to help. Residents of Crafton and 
Ingram can utilize the food pantry at the Crafton United 
Presbyterian Church, located at 80 Bradford Avenue. This 
food pantry is currently ofering drive-through pick up so 
you do not even need to get out of your car. Please call 
412-921-2293 to see what documentation you need to 
bring to the pantry (for example, some proof that you live 
in Crafton or Ingram) and for pickup times.  

The Salvation Army, located at 1821 Broadhead Fording 
Road, distributes food on the last Thursday of the month. 
Please call 412-921-9780 for more information. New Life 
Fellowship, located at 912 Lorenz Avenue (corner of 
Lorenz and Steuben) distributes food on the first and 
third Thursdays of the month. Call 412-922-3703 for more 
information. Please utilize these great local resources if 
you find yourself short of food during this diIcult time.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Central Council of 
Pittsburgh has temporarily closed its thrift stores and 
suspended all pickups and deliveries of donations.  This 
also means that they are not currently picking up dona-
tions from the blue bins, including the ones at the           
St. Philip and Ascension Worship Sites. We know that 
people still have donations for us and we are very grate-
ful for that -- we just ask that you please hold your dona-
tions at home until pickups resume. NEVER place dona-
tions on the sidewalk outside of the bin, because rain 
will ruin your donation and it will need to be discarded 
in the trash. Thank you for your patience! We will let you 
know as soon as these services return to normal.  

Over the past two weeks, your generous donations 
enabled us to assist three households with $900 for delin-
quent rent, one household with $300 for sewage, one 
household with $312 for a medical bills and one house-
hold with a refrigerator and stove. One household was 
added to our food delivery list, and two households were 
given emergency food assistance. We especially thank 
you for your donations during these diIcult times.  

At this time, we are only accepting monetary donations.  
Donations can be sent to the parish oIce at 114 Berry 
Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205. We will inform you as soon 
as we begin accepting other types of donations again.  

As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of 
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.
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WHY PALMS?
As Christ makes his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, he is greeted by people who 
have “cut branches from the trees and strewed them on the road” (Mt 21:8). For centu-
ries, palm branches have been used by all nations as an emblem of joy and victo-
ry over enemies; over the flesh and the world.  The use of palms is especially asso-
ciated with the memory of the martyrs. The palms blessed on Palm Sunday are 
used in the procession on this day and then taken home by the faithful and used 
as a sacramental, that is, they are placed in a prominent place in the home.  
Throughout the centuries, the blessed palms have even been placed in the barns 
and fields of the faithful. On the Lower Rhine River in Germany, the custom exists 
of decorating the graves of loved ones with blessed palms. In Italy, blessed olive 
branches are carried by the faithful, while the clergy carry palms that have been 
dried and twisted into various shapes. In parts of Bavaria, swamp willows, with 
their catkins, are also used on Palm Sunday as they are ornamented with flowers 
and ribbons to commemorate this special day.  (From the Catholic Encyclopedia)

THE FACE OF JESUS
In all the readings for this Sunday we can look at the face of Jesus.  There are two 
Gospel passages, both from the Gospel of Luke. The first tells of Jesus’ triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. Crowds greeted him with shouts of 
“Hosanna!” The second tells of Jesus’ departure from Jerusalem, carrying the 
cross on his back. The same crowds derided him and shouted for his crucifixion.  
We first see a face shining with glory, but in a few short days a face dark with 
blood and sorrow. Set between these two contrasting Gospel passages are equal-
ly contrasting readings from the Hebrew and Christian scriptures. Isaiah 
describes a sufering servant who willingly submits to beating and humiliation, 
not even turning away his face. He knows he belongs to God and will not be put 
to shame.  St. Paul writes to the Philippians of Jesus Christ, the true Sufering 
Servant, who willingly emptied himself to become human. But this man, with a 
very human face, has now been exalted by God above all others. (J. S. Paluch Co.)

THE WOOD OF THE CROSS
Good Friday is a celebration of the Passion, the Sufering and Death of Jesus.  
There is no Mass that day. The afternoon service is a very ancient one. One of 
the most moving parts of the celebration is the Veneration of the Wood of the 
Cross. The priest proclaims: “This is the Wood of the Cross on which hung the Savior 
of the World.” We venerate and worship the Wood of the Cross. We move in 
silence to bend down and kiss the wood. All wood is now holy. It was the Tree 
of Life that stood in the middle of Paradise. The Wood of the Cross is the table 
upon which we celebrate the Sacred Meal of the Eucharist. The Wood of the 
Cross is the Royal Throne upon which the King of Glory died. The Wood of the 
Cross is the instrument which destroys all division and alienation and it 
reached to the north and south, east and west, and brings together all of us into 
one body. Its vertical beam brings Heaven to earth, and its horizontal beam 
stretches out to all people. The Wood of the Cross smashes the gates of the 
underworld and Hell and releases all those held prisoner. When you come on 
Good Friday and kiss the Cross, remember that this is the wood which brought 
us salvation. (Fr. Athanasius, St. Vincent Archabbey)

THE HISTORY OF THE TRIDUUM
By the second century, Christians celebrated the great Easter Vigil, an event which 
began the night of Holy Saturday, continuing until dawn on Easter morning. During 
this vigil, Christians commemorated salvation history, awaited the return of Jesus, 
and celebrated the resurrection of Jesus at dawn on Easter Sunday. At the vigil. 
catechumens, after a three year period of catechesis, were baptized and received first 
communion. At the time, the Easter Vigil was the most important celebration of the 
liturgical year. Eventually Christians expanded this celebration to a three-day com-
memoration of Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection, with the Easter Vigil beginning 
the high point of the three day commemoration known as the Triduum (Latin for 
“three days”). Over time, as the liturgical year expanded, the Easter Vigil lost its 
preeminence, although the three days commemorating Jesus’ passion still held an 
important place in the Church year. However, since the reforms of the Second 
Vatican Council, the Easter Vigil, and the Triduum, have regained their position of 
prominence in the Western Catholic liturgical calendar. (All Saints Press, 2019)

WHY DID JESUS DIE ON A CROSS?
Crucifixes adorn so much of a Catholic life that even secular folks recognize the 
symbol. Behind the image of the Crucified One lies an extraordinary claim. God 
delivered his only Son over to sinners to be crucified for our salvation. Why did 
Jesus have to sufer crucifixion? Some answers are excluded. Historical circum-
stances cannot fully explain Christ’s crucifixion. His saving death did not result 
from an unfortunate convergence of Roman execution practices and political 
maneuvering by Christ’s opponents. God’s wrath surely does not explain Christ’s 
bitter suferings on the cross. How erroneous to think that God restores love to the 
world through deeds of bloody vengeance. Again, Christ did not stumble acciden-
tally into the mechanisms of the death penalty. Incarnate Wisdom could not have 
been caught of guard, as it were. The saints discover reasons to show why crucifix-
ion fits Christ’s saving mission. Christ reverses on a tree the curse that Adam reaped 
by eating the fruit of a tree. By being lifted up, Christ prepares our way upward 
toward heaven. He gives an example of virtue, especially patience. The cross 
stretches Christ’s body toward the four corners of the globe. Crucifixion displays 
that Christ dies for everyone everywhere. Above all, Adam’s sin introduced such 
disorder into the world that only a pleasing holocaust could set things right. Our 
Lord completes this saving and definitive immolation. (Fr. Romanus Cessario, OP)
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JIM & LOU TORCASI
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Windows • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
 922-0543 922-8044Parishioners

 COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh
 412-921-4504 Pharmacy 921-7250

 THORNWOOD VETERINARY HOSPITAL
 (1/4 mile west of the Thornburg Bridge)
 RAYMOND J. SCHUERGER, D.V.M.
 (412) 921-1474 • 4211 Steubenville Pike • Pittsburgh

 (412) 928-2757
 www.olandertree.com
 TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
 GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
 STUMP GRINDING
Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

HERSHBERGER
STOVER INC
FUNERAL HOME

CREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213
170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FD

 A Veteran Owned
 Funeral Home

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
Driveways • Basement Floors

Steps • Sidewalks • etc.
Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway

Stone • Retaining walls • Licensed and Insured
(412) 921-5685

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

www.westhillslaw.com

West Hills Law
412-329-6959

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
 • DUI
 • Personal Injury
 • Estate Planning
 • Estate Administration
 5021 Noblestown Rd.
 Oakdale, PA

“CALL THE DOCTOR”
D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers

(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.
State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs
4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service

email: schuler293@comcast.com website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

45 Years of Quality Service

Compliments
 of an

Anonymous 
Donor

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
No job too big or too small! We do 

kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't be fooled" p a  l aw  a l l o w s  You t o  Choose your repair shop

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

free
estiMates

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

 GOOD ORTHODONTICS
 Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
 Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.
 “We shall never know all
 the good that a simple
 smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
 Washington Pleasant Hills Mt. Lebanon
 724-225-1114 412-655-4660 412-344-4663

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso 
412.431.0500

Sales • Rentals • Property Management

www.galassorealestate.com

Buyer & Seller Representation 

Serving Entire Pittsburgh Area for Over 60 Years 

Professional Leasing and Rental Property & 
Management Services for Your Investment
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WOLBERT
AUTO BODY & REPAIR

– Family Business –
Serving the community

for over 40 years
 Pennsylvania
 State Inspection
 24-Hour
 Emergency Towing

 922-8898
47 East Crafton Ave.

 Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
 4245 Steubenville Pike
 Pittsburgh, PA 15205

 (412) 922-2171

CRAFTON
SERVICE CENTER

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-922-6265
328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE

Family Owned Since 1959 
 We do PA State Inspections
 and general auto repairs.
 Bus stops at door.

3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309
www.schneidersauto.com

 BRUNI PLUMBING, INC
 Thomas Bruni
 Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified
412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.
 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705
 John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral Director • Anthony G. Staab, Supervisor

Family Owned
Since 1886

 William F. Conroy PatriCk m. mCGoWan
 Funeral Director/Supervisor Funeral Director

Pre-PlanninG • traditional & Cremation ServiCeS

2944 Chartiers Avenue   Phone: 412-331-5192
www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com

 ~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

 Charles H. Sakai
 Family Dentistry

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411

(412) 596-4346

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–

GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road

(412) 771-4151 McKees Rocks

 Murphy s Family Dentistry
 Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.
 412-331-6712 
 2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber Shop
Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner

412-458-5357
3 W. Prospect Ave. 

(across from Ingram Busway)

PAINTING
Interior - Exterior 
35 years experience

(412) 403-2099
Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner

License: PA133887

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc. 
b. david mcdermott, supervisor / parishioner       412.921.3661  165 noble ave., crafton pa 15205 

 

www.schepnermcdermott.com
Accepting insurance assignments and most major credit cards.Caring Since 1886 

CREMATION OPTIONS
Financing Available
(subject to credit approval)

CRAFTONIAN HALL 
ON PREMISES

Memorial Lunches & All Occasions

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 Family Owned & Operated
 Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700
4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~
APPLIANCE

SERVICE CENTER
tOver 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

“The Appliance Experts”
WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

Flowers For 
All Occasions

600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100
www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

“Do It Right Call”

PAVE-RITE
(412) 264-8404

JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT 
jackand@paverite.net

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA 

150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: 412-257-1779 

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978
www.XtremeTruck.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313
www.bridgevilleappliance.com


