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My Lord and My God! On this Second Sunday of Easter the 
Church gives us the only Gospel reading (John 20:19-31) 
that corresponds to the week after Easter, namely the 
story of “Doubting Thomas.” On the 
evening of Easter Sunday, Jesus makes His 
appearance to the disciples, though 
Thomas is absent. It is only one week later 
when Jesus appears again. During this 
intervening week, one might wonder what 
the other disciples said to Thomas, and we 
might wonder at Thomas’ obstinacy in the 
face of their witness. Not only had Thomas 
experienced Jesus throughout His earthly 
ministry, but Thomas had the eyewitness 
testimony of his fellow disciples, his 
friends. Still, his lack of belief persisted. 
Only a personal experience of the risen 
Christ would melt away his doubt and 
unbelief. Such is a model of how individu-
als come to faith. Sometimes, like Thomas, 
despite all the evidence, testimony, and 
enthusiasm of believers, faith will never 
take root unless one personally encounters 
the risen Christ. Still, Jesus utters a beati-
tude that is meant for us, the reader: “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and have believed.”

The Gospel passage, and the Gospel itself, ends with an 
eloquent note from the author (though a later author 
added Chapter 21), stating explicitly the aim of the work: 
“that you may come to believed that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life 
in His name.” With such an obvious conclusion, it does 
seem odd to find another chapter that begins with the 
disciples fishing. But as stated above, Chapter 21 was 
written and added by a later author, as even the notes in 
the New American Bible indicate. The conclusion of today’s 
story is a straightforward admission of the point of the 
Gospel: belief in Jesus and life in His name. Twenty centu-
ries later, and with our own reading of these very same 
words, it’s safe to say the evangelist succeeded in his aim. 

Finally, Jesus says at least twice that He brings peace. 
Such repetition is deliberate. The resurrection of Jesus 
gives us, His followers, peace. We are no longer subject to 
the bu�eting winds of turmoil, drama, challenge, or 
turbulence. We may rest assured in the peace of Christ, 
knowing that there is life eternal. God is faithful. 
Violence, lawlessness, and collusion will not last. 
Instead, peace, love, friendship and self-gift are eternal. 
The resurrection of Jesus and His lasting presence among 
His disciples are all the proof we need. Once we experi-
ence Him for ourselves, there is no longer room for 
doubt. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. Thomas believes in the resurrection 

only after seeing the risen Christ. Jesus 
tells him, “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and believed.” What are the 
events or experiences in your life that 
have brought you to belief?

2. Faith is a gift that we have been given. 
We have been shown. We have 
responded, but it was first a gift given. 
On this Divine Mercy Sunday, how can 
we have greater mercy for those who 
may not believe based on our word? 
What is one concrete thing that we can 
do to strengthen or mend a relationship 
with a family member who is far from 
faith?

A Prayer for Divine Mercy Sunday 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Mercy of God, You descended into this 
world to reveal the Father to us in ways that no one else ever 
did or could. Your message of mercy is an immense consola-
tion to those struggling in any way and we are renewed in our 
prayers by the hope of Divine Mercy. We pray for our world, 
our community and our loved ones. You say to us, “Come to 
Me.” And we say in response, “Jesus, I trust in You.” Amen. 

The Origins of Divine Mercy Sunday It was in the year 
2000, that Pope St. John Paul II canonized St. Faustina 
Kowalska, the apostle of Divine Mercy, the first saint of 
the new millennium. It was also on this day that he desig-
nated the Second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy 
Sunday. The private revelations given to this humble 
young Polish nun have mesmerized countless numbers 
of Catholics toward the end of the twentieth century. The 
message of Divine Mercy is most consoling in the di�cult 

times in which we live. The conversation of Christ, the 
Divine Mercy, with the lost soul in the revelations of St. 
Faustina has given great hope to those who have left this 
life unprepared. The loving heart of Our Savior calls us all 
individually to come to the Lord for forgiveness, healing 
and salvation. (Fr. Benedict Groeschel)

Alleluia! From the “great Alleluia!” at the Easter 
Vigil through the end of the Easter season at Pente-
cost, “Alleluia!” is the signature chant for the Easter 
celebration. “These above all others are the days for 
the singing of the Alleluia!,” says the U.S. Bishops’ 
Committee on the Liturgy. Indeed, on most days of 
the year, the festive acclamation “Alleluia!” is used – 
the only exception is in Lent. “We are an Easter 
people and “Alleluia!” is our song,” is St. Augustine’s 
oft-quoted phrase. Alleluia! (from the Hebrew 
hallelujah meaning “Praise God”) appears frequent-
ly in the Psalms, and in the early Church became 
part of the liturgy. In Chapter 19 of Revelation, “Alle-
luia!” is the first and the last word of the glorious 
“heavenly liturgy” coming from the mouths of the 
“great multitude” (19:1,6), and “the twenty-four 
elders and the four living creatures” (19:4). The 
double “Alleluia!” with its ancient chant that closes 
the Mass in the Easter season is hauntingly beauti-
ful to many who hear it for the first time. “Alleluia!” 
is the refrain in most traditional Easter hymns, 
including the rousing “Jesus Christ is Risen Today.” 
The “Alleluia!” is part of all Sunday and daily Masses 
(except in Lent) by virtue of the Alleluia or Gospel 
Verse. “Alleluia! Alleluia!” is sung before a short 
Scripture text suggesting the theme of the upcom-
ing Gospel is sung; then a final “Alleluia!” is sung. 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org

SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION & 
FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST — Bishop Zubik has 
cancelled ALL celebrations of the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion and First Holy Eucharist throughout the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh for the month of April. Our parish was previous-
ly scheduled to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Saturday, April 18 and the Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist 
on Saturday, April 25. We are currently awaiting instruc-
tions regarding the re-scheduling of both of these celebra-
tions and we will inform the parish as soon as possible.
 Spiritual COMMUNION
1. Create a sacred space in your home.

2. Gather with others in your household and begin 
a time of prayer with the Sign of the Cross.

3. Take time to read and reflect upon the readings 
from Sunday Mass. You can find readings at 
usccb.org.

4. Share prayer intentions quietly or aloud.

5. Pray the Lord’s Prayer.

6. Recite a prayer of spiritual communion:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.



MASS SCHEDULE  
Masses are held at St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship Site
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CONFESSION  
O�ered Saturdays from 12:15pm to 
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS  
Baptism: A seminar is required for 
first-time parents. Baptisms are 
celebrated on the first and third 
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at  
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension 
Worship Site. Please call the Religious 
Education O�ce at 412-922-6388 for 
more information.

Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted 
six months in advance of wedding. 
Participation in Pre-Cana Program 
required. Please contact the Parish 
Priests for more information.

Anointing of the Sick: Following a 
weekend Mass and on the last 
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at 
Ascension Worship Site.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA): Call the O�ce of Religious 
Education for more information.

Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the 
Parish Priests for more information.

Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a 
person who has been hurt by abuse from 
clergy or others associated with the Church, 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh o�ers assistance 
with counseling, spiritual direction and 
referrals to other supportive services.

For information, contact our Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.

Protecting God’s Children — 
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235

CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse

Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.

CANCELLATION OF DAILY AND SUNDAY MASSES
Even though the celebration of public Masses in the Diocese of Pittsburgh have been 
cancelled as per the directive of Bishop David Zubik, Fr. John Gizler, Fr. Jack 
Forbidussi and Fr. Joseph Scheib will still celebrate Masses in private at St. Philip 
Parish. This will satisfy the intentions which you have scheduled for your loved 
ones and friends.

LOCATION TIME  MASS INTENTION  OFFERED BY

SATURDAY, APRIL 18 — SATURDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF EASTER  

Ascension 8:00am  Margaret & Paul O’Donovan Maureen O’Donovan

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Peggy Quigley  Dietz & Mozzetti Families

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Stanley & Rose Bajoras Daughter

SUNDAY, APRIL 19 — SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY) 

St. Philip 7:00am  Mary Lou Meyers  Carol & Michael Anderson

Ascension 9:30am  Paul S. Korol  Wife, Claudia

St. Philip 11:00am  Vincent G. Palmiere  Family

MONDAY, APRIL 20 — EASTER WEEKDAY     

St. Philip 8:00am  Rosella Kearns  Daughter, Mary Ellen Myers

TUESDAY, APRIL 21 — EASTER WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Fr. H. Michael Kernan Rose

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22 — EASTER WEEKDAY     

St. Philip 8:00am  Dave Stahurski  Wife, Valerie 

THURSDAY, APRIL 23 — EASTER WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

FRIDAY, APRIL 24 — EASTER WEEKDAY     

St. Philip 8:00am  Tenth Wedding Anniversary of Marty and Sarah Matko

SATURDAY, APRIL 25 — SAINT MARK, EVANGELIST    

Ascension 8:00am  Claire Megyesy  Family

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Moses & Denk Families Evelyn Moses

Ascension 5:30pm (V) John Lach   Sisters & Brothers

SUNDAY, APRIL 26 — THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER    

St. Philip 7:00am  Frances LoCastro  Frank LoCastro

Ascension 9:30am  Betty Zug   Barry, Linda & Garrett

St. Philip 11:00am  Dr. Joanne Oleck  Husband, Mike

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today 
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

My Lord and My God! On this Second Sunday of Easter the 
Church gives us the only Gospel reading (John 20:19-31) 
that corresponds to the week after Easter, namely the 
story of “Doubting Thomas.” On the 
evening of Easter Sunday, Jesus makes His 
appearance to the disciples, though 
Thomas is absent. It is only one week later 
when Jesus appears again. During this 
intervening week, one might wonder what 
the other disciples said to Thomas, and we 
might wonder at Thomas’ obstinacy in the 
face of their witness. Not only had Thomas 
experienced Jesus throughout His earthly 
ministry, but Thomas had the eyewitness 
testimony of his fellow disciples, his 
friends. Still, his lack of belief persisted. 
Only a personal experience of the risen 
Christ would melt away his doubt and 
unbelief. Such is a model of how individu-
als come to faith. Sometimes, like Thomas, 
despite all the evidence, testimony, and 
enthusiasm of believers, faith will never 
take root unless one personally encounters 
the risen Christ. Still, Jesus utters a beati-
tude that is meant for us, the reader: “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and have believed.”

The Gospel passage, and the Gospel itself, ends with an 
eloquent note from the author (though a later author 
added Chapter 21), stating explicitly the aim of the work: 
“that you may come to believed that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life 
in His name.” With such an obvious conclusion, it does 
seem odd to find another chapter that begins with the 
disciples fishing. But as stated above, Chapter 21 was 
written and added by a later author, as even the notes in 
the New American Bible indicate. The conclusion of today’s 
story is a straightforward admission of the point of the 
Gospel: belief in Jesus and life in His name. Twenty centu-
ries later, and with our own reading of these very same 
words, it’s safe to say the evangelist succeeded in his aim. 

Finally, Jesus says at least twice that He brings peace. 
Such repetition is deliberate. The resurrection of Jesus 
gives us, His followers, peace. We are no longer subject to 
the bu�eting winds of turmoil, drama, challenge, or 
turbulence. We may rest assured in the peace of Christ, 
knowing that there is life eternal. God is faithful. 
Violence, lawlessness, and collusion will not last. 
Instead, peace, love, friendship and self-gift are eternal. 
The resurrection of Jesus and His lasting presence among 
His disciples are all the proof we need. Once we experi-
ence Him for ourselves, there is no longer room for 
doubt. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. Thomas believes in the resurrection 

only after seeing the risen Christ. Jesus 
tells him, “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and believed.” What are the 
events or experiences in your life that 
have brought you to belief?

2. Faith is a gift that we have been given. 
We have been shown. We have 
responded, but it was first a gift given. 
On this Divine Mercy Sunday, how can 
we have greater mercy for those who 
may not believe based on our word? 
What is one concrete thing that we can 
do to strengthen or mend a relationship 
with a family member who is far from 
faith?

A Prayer for Divine Mercy Sunday 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Mercy of God, You descended into this 
world to reveal the Father to us in ways that no one else ever 
did or could. Your message of mercy is an immense consola-
tion to those struggling in any way and we are renewed in our 
prayers by the hope of Divine Mercy. We pray for our world, 
our community and our loved ones. You say to us, “Come to 
Me.” And we say in response, “Jesus, I trust in You.” Amen. 

The Origins of Divine Mercy Sunday It was in the year 
2000, that Pope St. John Paul II canonized St. Faustina 
Kowalska, the apostle of Divine Mercy, the first saint of 
the new millennium. It was also on this day that he desig-
nated the Second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy 
Sunday. The private revelations given to this humble 
young Polish nun have mesmerized countless numbers 
of Catholics toward the end of the twentieth century. The 
message of Divine Mercy is most consoling in the di�cult 

times in which we live. The conversation of Christ, the 
Divine Mercy, with the lost soul in the revelations of St. 
Faustina has given great hope to those who have left this 
life unprepared. The loving heart of Our Savior calls us all 
individually to come to the Lord for forgiveness, healing 
and salvation. (Fr. Benedict Groeschel)

Alleluia! From the “great Alleluia!” at the Easter 
Vigil through the end of the Easter season at Pente-
cost, “Alleluia!” is the signature chant for the Easter 
celebration. “These above all others are the days for 
the singing of the Alleluia!,” says the U.S. Bishops’ 
Committee on the Liturgy. Indeed, on most days of 
the year, the festive acclamation “Alleluia!” is used – 
the only exception is in Lent. “We are an Easter 
people and “Alleluia!” is our song,” is St. Augustine’s 
oft-quoted phrase. Alleluia! (from the Hebrew 
hallelujah meaning “Praise God”) appears frequent-
ly in the Psalms, and in the early Church became 
part of the liturgy. In Chapter 19 of Revelation, “Alle-
luia!” is the first and the last word of the glorious 
“heavenly liturgy” coming from the mouths of the 
“great multitude” (19:1,6), and “the twenty-four 
elders and the four living creatures” (19:4). The 
double “Alleluia!” with its ancient chant that closes 
the Mass in the Easter season is hauntingly beauti-
ful to many who hear it for the first time. “Alleluia!” 
is the refrain in most traditional Easter hymns, 
including the rousing “Jesus Christ is Risen Today.” 
The “Alleluia!” is part of all Sunday and daily Masses 
(except in Lent) by virtue of the Alleluia or Gospel 
Verse. “Alleluia! Alleluia!” is sung before a short 
Scripture text suggesting the theme of the upcom-
ing Gospel is sung; then a final “Alleluia!” is sung. 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org

SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION & 
FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST — Bishop Zubik has 
cancelled ALL celebrations of the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion and First Holy Eucharist throughout the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh for the month of April. Our parish was previous-
ly scheduled to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Saturday, April 18 and the Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist 
on Saturday, April 25. We are currently awaiting instruc-
tions regarding the re-scheduling of both of these celebra-
tions and we will inform the parish as soon as possible.
 Spiritual COMMUNION
1. Create a sacred space in your home.

2. Gather with others in your household and begin 
a time of prayer with the Sign of the Cross.

3. Take time to read and reflect upon the readings 
from Sunday Mass. You can find readings at 
usccb.org.

4. Share prayer intentions quietly or aloud.

5. Pray the Lord’s Prayer.

6. Recite a prayer of spiritual communion:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.
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My Lord and My God! On this Second Sunday of Easter the 
Church gives us the only Gospel reading (John 20:19-31) 
that corresponds to the week after Easter, namely the 
story of “Doubting Thomas.” On the 
evening of Easter Sunday, Jesus makes His 
appearance to the disciples, though 
Thomas is absent. It is only one week later 
when Jesus appears again. During this 
intervening week, one might wonder what 
the other disciples said to Thomas, and we 
might wonder at Thomas’ obstinacy in the 
face of their witness. Not only had Thomas 
experienced Jesus throughout His earthly 
ministry, but Thomas had the eyewitness 
testimony of his fellow disciples, his 
friends. Still, his lack of belief persisted. 
Only a personal experience of the risen 
Christ would melt away his doubt and 
unbelief. Such is a model of how individu-
als come to faith. Sometimes, like Thomas, 
despite all the evidence, testimony, and 
enthusiasm of believers, faith will never 
take root unless one personally encounters 
the risen Christ. Still, Jesus utters a beati-
tude that is meant for us, the reader: “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and have believed.”

The Gospel passage, and the Gospel itself, ends with an 
eloquent note from the author (though a later author 
added Chapter 21), stating explicitly the aim of the work: 
“that you may come to believed that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life 
in His name.” With such an obvious conclusion, it does 
seem odd to find another chapter that begins with the 
disciples fishing. But as stated above, Chapter 21 was 
written and added by a later author, as even the notes in 
the New American Bible indicate. The conclusion of today’s 
story is a straightforward admission of the point of the 
Gospel: belief in Jesus and life in His name. Twenty centu-
ries later, and with our own reading of these very same 
words, it’s safe to say the evangelist succeeded in his aim. 

Finally, Jesus says at least twice that He brings peace. 
Such repetition is deliberate. The resurrection of Jesus 
gives us, His followers, peace. We are no longer subject to 
the bu�eting winds of turmoil, drama, challenge, or 
turbulence. We may rest assured in the peace of Christ, 
knowing that there is life eternal. God is faithful. 
Violence, lawlessness, and collusion will not last. 
Instead, peace, love, friendship and self-gift are eternal. 
The resurrection of Jesus and His lasting presence among 
His disciples are all the proof we need. Once we experi-
ence Him for ourselves, there is no longer room for 
doubt. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. Thomas believes in the resurrection 

only after seeing the risen Christ. Jesus 
tells him, “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and believed.” What are the 
events or experiences in your life that 
have brought you to belief?

2. Faith is a gift that we have been given. 
We have been shown. We have 
responded, but it was first a gift given. 
On this Divine Mercy Sunday, how can 
we have greater mercy for those who 
may not believe based on our word? 
What is one concrete thing that we can 
do to strengthen or mend a relationship 
with a family member who is far from 
faith?

A Prayer for Divine Mercy Sunday 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Mercy of God, You descended into this 
world to reveal the Father to us in ways that no one else ever 
did or could. Your message of mercy is an immense consola-
tion to those struggling in any way and we are renewed in our 
prayers by the hope of Divine Mercy. We pray for our world, 
our community and our loved ones. You say to us, “Come to 
Me.” And we say in response, “Jesus, I trust in You.” Amen. 

The Origins of Divine Mercy Sunday It was in the year 
2000, that Pope St. John Paul II canonized St. Faustina 
Kowalska, the apostle of Divine Mercy, the first saint of 
the new millennium. It was also on this day that he desig-
nated the Second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy 
Sunday. The private revelations given to this humble 
young Polish nun have mesmerized countless numbers 
of Catholics toward the end of the twentieth century. The 
message of Divine Mercy is most consoling in the di�cult 

“ Faith in the 

Resurrection of Christ 

never misleads us, 

and hope in our own 

resurrection never 

deceives us, because 

God the Father both 

restored Our Lord 

to life and will 

restore us to life by 

virtue of His power.”
- St. Bede

times in which we live. The conversation of Christ, the 
Divine Mercy, with the lost soul in the revelations of St. 
Faustina has given great hope to those who have left this 
life unprepared. The loving heart of Our Savior calls us all 
individually to come to the Lord for forgiveness, healing 
and salvation. (Fr. Benedict Groeschel)

Alleluia! From the “great Alleluia!” at the Easter 
Vigil through the end of the Easter season at Pente-
cost, “Alleluia!” is the signature chant for the Easter 
celebration. “These above all others are the days for 
the singing of the Alleluia!,” says the U.S. Bishops’ 
Committee on the Liturgy. Indeed, on most days of 
the year, the festive acclamation “Alleluia!” is used – 
the only exception is in Lent. “We are an Easter 
people and “Alleluia!” is our song,” is St. Augustine’s 
oft-quoted phrase. Alleluia! (from the Hebrew 
hallelujah meaning “Praise God”) appears frequent-
ly in the Psalms, and in the early Church became 
part of the liturgy. In Chapter 19 of Revelation, “Alle-
luia!” is the first and the last word of the glorious 
“heavenly liturgy” coming from the mouths of the 
“great multitude” (19:1,6), and “the twenty-four 
elders and the four living creatures” (19:4). The 
double “Alleluia!” with its ancient chant that closes 
the Mass in the Easter season is hauntingly beauti-
ful to many who hear it for the first time. “Alleluia!” 
is the refrain in most traditional Easter hymns, 
including the rousing “Jesus Christ is Risen Today.” 
The “Alleluia!” is part of all Sunday and daily Masses 
(except in Lent) by virtue of the Alleluia or Gospel 
Verse. “Alleluia! Alleluia!” is sung before a short 
Scripture text suggesting the theme of the upcom-
ing Gospel is sung; then a final “Alleluia!” is sung. 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org

SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION & 
FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST — Bishop Zubik has 
cancelled ALL celebrations of the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion and First Holy Eucharist throughout the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh for the month of April. Our parish was previous-
ly scheduled to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Saturday, April 18 and the Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist 
on Saturday, April 25. We are currently awaiting instruc-
tions regarding the re-scheduling of both of these celebra-
tions and we will inform the parish as soon as possible.
 Spiritual COMMUNION
1. Create a sacred space in your home.

2. Gather with others in your household and begin 
a time of prayer with the Sign of the Cross.

3. Take time to read and reflect upon the readings 
from Sunday Mass. You can find readings at 
usccb.org.

4. Share prayer intentions quietly or aloud.

5. Pray the Lord’s Prayer.

6. Recite a prayer of spiritual communion:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.
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My Lord and My God! On this Second Sunday of Easter the 
Church gives us the only Gospel reading (John 20:19-31) 
that corresponds to the week after Easter, namely the 
story of “Doubting Thomas.” On the 
evening of Easter Sunday, Jesus makes His 
appearance to the disciples, though 
Thomas is absent. It is only one week later 
when Jesus appears again. During this 
intervening week, one might wonder what 
the other disciples said to Thomas, and we 
might wonder at Thomas’ obstinacy in the 
face of their witness. Not only had Thomas 
experienced Jesus throughout His earthly 
ministry, but Thomas had the eyewitness 
testimony of his fellow disciples, his 
friends. Still, his lack of belief persisted. 
Only a personal experience of the risen 
Christ would melt away his doubt and 
unbelief. Such is a model of how individu-
als come to faith. Sometimes, like Thomas, 
despite all the evidence, testimony, and 
enthusiasm of believers, faith will never 
take root unless one personally encounters 
the risen Christ. Still, Jesus utters a beati-
tude that is meant for us, the reader: “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and have believed.”

The Gospel passage, and the Gospel itself, ends with an 
eloquent note from the author (though a later author 
added Chapter 21), stating explicitly the aim of the work: 
“that you may come to believed that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life 
in His name.” With such an obvious conclusion, it does 
seem odd to find another chapter that begins with the 
disciples fishing. But as stated above, Chapter 21 was 
written and added by a later author, as even the notes in 
the New American Bible indicate. The conclusion of today’s 
story is a straightforward admission of the point of the 
Gospel: belief in Jesus and life in His name. Twenty centu-
ries later, and with our own reading of these very same 
words, it’s safe to say the evangelist succeeded in his aim. 

Finally, Jesus says at least twice that He brings peace. 
Such repetition is deliberate. The resurrection of Jesus 
gives us, His followers, peace. We are no longer subject to 
the bu�eting winds of turmoil, drama, challenge, or 
turbulence. We may rest assured in the peace of Christ, 
knowing that there is life eternal. God is faithful. 
Violence, lawlessness, and collusion will not last. 
Instead, peace, love, friendship and self-gift are eternal. 
The resurrection of Jesus and His lasting presence among 
His disciples are all the proof we need. Once we experi-
ence Him for ourselves, there is no longer room for 
doubt. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. Thomas believes in the resurrection 

only after seeing the risen Christ. Jesus 
tells him, “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and believed.” What are the 
events or experiences in your life that 
have brought you to belief?

2. Faith is a gift that we have been given. 
We have been shown. We have 
responded, but it was first a gift given. 
On this Divine Mercy Sunday, how can 
we have greater mercy for those who 
may not believe based on our word? 
What is one concrete thing that we can 
do to strengthen or mend a relationship 
with a family member who is far from 
faith?

A Prayer for Divine Mercy Sunday 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Mercy of God, You descended into this 
world to reveal the Father to us in ways that no one else ever 
did or could. Your message of mercy is an immense consola-
tion to those struggling in any way and we are renewed in our 
prayers by the hope of Divine Mercy. We pray for our world, 
our community and our loved ones. You say to us, “Come to 
Me.” And we say in response, “Jesus, I trust in You.” Amen. 

The Origins of Divine Mercy Sunday It was in the year 
2000, that Pope St. John Paul II canonized St. Faustina 
Kowalska, the apostle of Divine Mercy, the first saint of 
the new millennium. It was also on this day that he desig-
nated the Second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy 
Sunday. The private revelations given to this humble 
young Polish nun have mesmerized countless numbers 
of Catholics toward the end of the twentieth century. The 
message of Divine Mercy is most consoling in the di�cult 

times in which we live. The conversation of Christ, the 
Divine Mercy, with the lost soul in the revelations of St. 
Faustina has given great hope to those who have left this 
life unprepared. The loving heart of Our Savior calls us all 
individually to come to the Lord for forgiveness, healing 
and salvation. (Fr. Benedict Groeschel)

Alleluia! From the “great Alleluia!” at the Easter 
Vigil through the end of the Easter season at Pente-
cost, “Alleluia!” is the signature chant for the Easter 
celebration. “These above all others are the days for 
the singing of the Alleluia!,” says the U.S. Bishops’ 
Committee on the Liturgy. Indeed, on most days of 
the year, the festive acclamation “Alleluia!” is used – 
the only exception is in Lent. “We are an Easter 
people and “Alleluia!” is our song,” is St. Augustine’s 
oft-quoted phrase. Alleluia! (from the Hebrew 
hallelujah meaning “Praise God”) appears frequent-
ly in the Psalms, and in the early Church became 
part of the liturgy. In Chapter 19 of Revelation, “Alle-
luia!” is the first and the last word of the glorious 
“heavenly liturgy” coming from the mouths of the 
“great multitude” (19:1,6), and “the twenty-four 
elders and the four living creatures” (19:4). The 
double “Alleluia!” with its ancient chant that closes 
the Mass in the Easter season is hauntingly beauti-
ful to many who hear it for the first time. “Alleluia!” 
is the refrain in most traditional Easter hymns, 
including the rousing “Jesus Christ is Risen Today.” 
The “Alleluia!” is part of all Sunday and daily Masses 
(except in Lent) by virtue of the Alleluia or Gospel 
Verse. “Alleluia! Alleluia!” is sung before a short 
Scripture text suggesting the theme of the upcom-
ing Gospel is sung; then a final “Alleluia!” is sung. 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org

PRAYER OF SOLIDARITY
For all who have contracted coronavirus,

We pray for care and healing.

For those who are particularly vulnerable,
We pray for safety and protection.

For all who experience fear or anxiety,
We pray for peace of mind and spirit.

For a�ected families who are facing 
di�cult decisions between food on the table 

or public safety,
We pray for policies that recognize their plight.

For those who do not have 
adequate health insurance,

We pray that no family will face 
financial burdens alone.

For those who are afraid to access care 
due to immigration status,

We pray for recognition of the God-given 
dignity of all.

For our brothers and sisters around the world,
We pray for solidarity.

For public o�cials and decision makers,
We pray for wisdom and guidance.

Father, during this time may Your Church 
be a sign of hope, comfort and love to all.

Grant peace.
Grant comfort.
Grant healing.

Be with us, Lord.

Amen.

- United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION & 
FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST — Bishop Zubik has 
cancelled ALL celebrations of the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion and First Holy Eucharist throughout the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh for the month of April. Our parish was previous-
ly scheduled to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Saturday, April 18 and the Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist 
on Saturday, April 25. We are currently awaiting instruc-
tions regarding the re-scheduling of both of these celebra-
tions and we will inform the parish as soon as possible.
 Spiritual COMMUNION
1. Create a sacred space in your home.

2. Gather with others in your household and begin 
a time of prayer with the Sign of the Cross.

3. Take time to read and reflect upon the readings 
from Sunday Mass. You can find readings at 
usccb.org.

4. Share prayer intentions quietly or aloud.

5. Pray the Lord’s Prayer.

6. Recite a prayer of spiritual communion:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.
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My Lord and My God! On this Second Sunday of Easter the 
Church gives us the only Gospel reading (John 20:19-31) 
that corresponds to the week after Easter, namely the 
story of “Doubting Thomas.” On the 
evening of Easter Sunday, Jesus makes His 
appearance to the disciples, though 
Thomas is absent. It is only one week later 
when Jesus appears again. During this 
intervening week, one might wonder what 
the other disciples said to Thomas, and we 
might wonder at Thomas’ obstinacy in the 
face of their witness. Not only had Thomas 
experienced Jesus throughout His earthly 
ministry, but Thomas had the eyewitness 
testimony of his fellow disciples, his 
friends. Still, his lack of belief persisted. 
Only a personal experience of the risen 
Christ would melt away his doubt and 
unbelief. Such is a model of how individu-
als come to faith. Sometimes, like Thomas, 
despite all the evidence, testimony, and 
enthusiasm of believers, faith will never 
take root unless one personally encounters 
the risen Christ. Still, Jesus utters a beati-
tude that is meant for us, the reader: “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and have believed.”

The Gospel passage, and the Gospel itself, ends with an 
eloquent note from the author (though a later author 
added Chapter 21), stating explicitly the aim of the work: 
“that you may come to believed that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life 
in His name.” With such an obvious conclusion, it does 
seem odd to find another chapter that begins with the 
disciples fishing. But as stated above, Chapter 21 was 
written and added by a later author, as even the notes in 
the New American Bible indicate. The conclusion of today’s 
story is a straightforward admission of the point of the 
Gospel: belief in Jesus and life in His name. Twenty centu-
ries later, and with our own reading of these very same 
words, it’s safe to say the evangelist succeeded in his aim. 

Finally, Jesus says at least twice that He brings peace. 
Such repetition is deliberate. The resurrection of Jesus 
gives us, His followers, peace. We are no longer subject to 
the bu�eting winds of turmoil, drama, challenge, or 
turbulence. We may rest assured in the peace of Christ, 
knowing that there is life eternal. God is faithful. 
Violence, lawlessness, and collusion will not last. 
Instead, peace, love, friendship and self-gift are eternal. 
The resurrection of Jesus and His lasting presence among 
His disciples are all the proof we need. Once we experi-
ence Him for ourselves, there is no longer room for 
doubt. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. Thomas believes in the resurrection 

only after seeing the risen Christ. Jesus 
tells him, “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and believed.” What are the 
events or experiences in your life that 
have brought you to belief?

2. Faith is a gift that we have been given. 
We have been shown. We have 
responded, but it was first a gift given. 
On this Divine Mercy Sunday, how can 
we have greater mercy for those who 
may not believe based on our word? 
What is one concrete thing that we can 
do to strengthen or mend a relationship 
with a family member who is far from 
faith?

A Prayer for Divine Mercy Sunday 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Mercy of God, You descended into this 
world to reveal the Father to us in ways that no one else ever 
did or could. Your message of mercy is an immense consola-
tion to those struggling in any way and we are renewed in our 
prayers by the hope of Divine Mercy. We pray for our world, 
our community and our loved ones. You say to us, “Come to 
Me.” And we say in response, “Jesus, I trust in You.” Amen. 

The Origins of Divine Mercy Sunday It was in the year 
2000, that Pope St. John Paul II canonized St. Faustina 
Kowalska, the apostle of Divine Mercy, the first saint of 
the new millennium. It was also on this day that he desig-
nated the Second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy 
Sunday. The private revelations given to this humble 
young Polish nun have mesmerized countless numbers 
of Catholics toward the end of the twentieth century. The 
message of Divine Mercy is most consoling in the di�cult 

times in which we live. The conversation of Christ, the 
Divine Mercy, with the lost soul in the revelations of St. 
Faustina has given great hope to those who have left this 
life unprepared. The loving heart of Our Savior calls us all 
individually to come to the Lord for forgiveness, healing 
and salvation. (Fr. Benedict Groeschel)

Alleluia! From the “great Alleluia!” at the Easter 
Vigil through the end of the Easter season at Pente-
cost, “Alleluia!” is the signature chant for the Easter 
celebration. “These above all others are the days for 
the singing of the Alleluia!,” says the U.S. Bishops’ 
Committee on the Liturgy. Indeed, on most days of 
the year, the festive acclamation “Alleluia!” is used – 
the only exception is in Lent. “We are an Easter 
people and “Alleluia!” is our song,” is St. Augustine’s 
oft-quoted phrase. Alleluia! (from the Hebrew 
hallelujah meaning “Praise God”) appears frequent-
ly in the Psalms, and in the early Church became 
part of the liturgy. In Chapter 19 of Revelation, “Alle-
luia!” is the first and the last word of the glorious 
“heavenly liturgy” coming from the mouths of the 
“great multitude” (19:1,6), and “the twenty-four 
elders and the four living creatures” (19:4). The 
double “Alleluia!” with its ancient chant that closes 
the Mass in the Easter season is hauntingly beauti-
ful to many who hear it for the first time. “Alleluia!” 
is the refrain in most traditional Easter hymns, 
including the rousing “Jesus Christ is Risen Today.” 
The “Alleluia!” is part of all Sunday and daily Masses 
(except in Lent) by virtue of the Alleluia or Gospel 
Verse. “Alleluia! Alleluia!” is sung before a short 
Scripture text suggesting the theme of the upcom-
ing Gospel is sung; then a final “Alleluia!” is sung. 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org

Around the 
Diocese and 
Community

DIVINE MERCY:  ITS MESSAGE AND DEVOTION
The message of The Divine Mercy is simple.  It is that God 
loves us—all of us. And, He wants us to recognize that 
His mercy is greater than our sins, so that we will call 
upon Him with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow 
through us to others. Thus, all will come to share His joy.  
The Divine Mercy message is one we can call to mind 
simply by remembering ABC:

— Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to approach Him 
in prayer constantly, repenting of our sins and 
asking Him to pour His mercy out upon us and upon 
the whole world.

— Be merciful. God wants us to receive His mercy 
and let it flow through us to others. He wants us to 
extend love and forgiveness to others just as He 
does to us.

— Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us to know 
that the graces of His mercy are dependent upon 
our trust. The more we trust in Jesus, the more we 
will receive.

This message and devotion to Jesus as The Divine Mercy 
is based on the writings of Saint Faustina Kowalska, an 
uneducated Polish nun who, in obedience to her spiritual 
director, wrote a diary of about 600 pages recording the 
revelations she received about God’s mercy. Even before 
her death in 1938, the devotion to The Divine Mercy had 
begun to spread. Spend more time to learn about the 
mercy of God; learn to trust in Jesus and live your life as 
merciful to others, as Christ is merciful to you.

A
B

C

SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION & 
FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST — Bishop Zubik has 
cancelled ALL celebrations of the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion and First Holy Eucharist throughout the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh for the month of April. Our parish was previous-
ly scheduled to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Saturday, April 18 and the Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist 
on Saturday, April 25. We are currently awaiting instruc-
tions regarding the re-scheduling of both of these celebra-
tions and we will inform the parish as soon as possible.
 Spiritual COMMUNION
1. Create a sacred space in your home.

2. Gather with others in your household and begin 
a time of prayer with the Sign of the Cross.

3. Take time to read and reflect upon the readings 
from Sunday Mass. You can find readings at 
usccb.org.

4. Share prayer intentions quietly or aloud.

5. Pray the Lord’s Prayer.

6. Recite a prayer of spiritual communion:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.
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News

My Lord and My God! On this Second Sunday of Easter the 
Church gives us the only Gospel reading (John 20:19-31) 
that corresponds to the week after Easter, namely the 
story of “Doubting Thomas.” On the 
evening of Easter Sunday, Jesus makes His 
appearance to the disciples, though 
Thomas is absent. It is only one week later 
when Jesus appears again. During this 
intervening week, one might wonder what 
the other disciples said to Thomas, and we 
might wonder at Thomas’ obstinacy in the 
face of their witness. Not only had Thomas 
experienced Jesus throughout His earthly 
ministry, but Thomas had the eyewitness 
testimony of his fellow disciples, his 
friends. Still, his lack of belief persisted. 
Only a personal experience of the risen 
Christ would melt away his doubt and 
unbelief. Such is a model of how individu-
als come to faith. Sometimes, like Thomas, 
despite all the evidence, testimony, and 
enthusiasm of believers, faith will never 
take root unless one personally encounters 
the risen Christ. Still, Jesus utters a beati-
tude that is meant for us, the reader: “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and have believed.”

The Gospel passage, and the Gospel itself, ends with an 
eloquent note from the author (though a later author 
added Chapter 21), stating explicitly the aim of the work: 
“that you may come to believed that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life 
in His name.” With such an obvious conclusion, it does 
seem odd to find another chapter that begins with the 
disciples fishing. But as stated above, Chapter 21 was 
written and added by a later author, as even the notes in 
the New American Bible indicate. The conclusion of today’s 
story is a straightforward admission of the point of the 
Gospel: belief in Jesus and life in His name. Twenty centu-
ries later, and with our own reading of these very same 
words, it’s safe to say the evangelist succeeded in his aim. 

Finally, Jesus says at least twice that He brings peace. 
Such repetition is deliberate. The resurrection of Jesus 
gives us, His followers, peace. We are no longer subject to 
the bu�eting winds of turmoil, drama, challenge, or 
turbulence. We may rest assured in the peace of Christ, 
knowing that there is life eternal. God is faithful. 
Violence, lawlessness, and collusion will not last. 
Instead, peace, love, friendship and self-gift are eternal. 
The resurrection of Jesus and His lasting presence among 
His disciples are all the proof we need. Once we experi-
ence Him for ourselves, there is no longer room for 
doubt. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. Thomas believes in the resurrection 

only after seeing the risen Christ. Jesus 
tells him, “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and believed.” What are the 
events or experiences in your life that 
have brought you to belief?

2. Faith is a gift that we have been given. 
We have been shown. We have 
responded, but it was first a gift given. 
On this Divine Mercy Sunday, how can 
we have greater mercy for those who 
may not believe based on our word? 
What is one concrete thing that we can 
do to strengthen or mend a relationship 
with a family member who is far from 
faith?

A Prayer for Divine Mercy Sunday 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Mercy of God, You descended into this 
world to reveal the Father to us in ways that no one else ever 
did or could. Your message of mercy is an immense consola-
tion to those struggling in any way and we are renewed in our 
prayers by the hope of Divine Mercy. We pray for our world, 
our community and our loved ones. You say to us, “Come to 
Me.” And we say in response, “Jesus, I trust in You.” Amen. 

The Origins of Divine Mercy Sunday It was in the year 
2000, that Pope St. John Paul II canonized St. Faustina 
Kowalska, the apostle of Divine Mercy, the first saint of 
the new millennium. It was also on this day that he desig-
nated the Second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy 
Sunday. The private revelations given to this humble 
young Polish nun have mesmerized countless numbers 
of Catholics toward the end of the twentieth century. The 
message of Divine Mercy is most consoling in the di�cult 

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!

Until weekly Masses resume, you may mail your weekly 
o�ering to the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh  
15205 or drop it o� in the mail box located outside the 
main o�ce door. St. Philip Parish now o�ers the option 
for ONLINE GIVING. Please see the information in today’s 
bulletin.

PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED
Due to the current health crisis the Parish O�ces will be 
closed for all ordinary parish business.  However, in case 
of emergency, please call the parish at 412-922-6300 and 
the answering service will contact one of the priests.

CANCELLATION OF DAILY AND 
SUNDAY MASSES
Even though the celebration of public Masses in the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh have been cancelled as per the 
instruction of Bishop David Zubik, Fr. John Gizler,            
Fr. Jack Forbidussi and Fr. Joseph Scheib will still 
celebrate Masses in private at St. Philip Parish.  This will 

satisfy the intentions which you have scheduled for your 
loved ones and friends.

SCAM ALERT!
Recently our parishioners have received emails 
and texts claiming to be from Fr. John asking for 
gift cards.

This is a scam!  If you receive an email or text from 
someone who claims to be your priest asking for 
gift cards or money: Do not respond. Do not click 
on anything in the email. Call the parish o�ce 
immediately to report it. Anyone who has given 
money or gift cards in response to such a request 
should call the police. Your clergy will never make 
an urgent request for money or gift cards via 
email or text. If you wonder whether a parish 
request for giving is legitimate, call your parish 
o�ce to ask. 

SEEKING MARRIAGE IN THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH?
For information regarding the process leading to the 
Sacrament of Matrimony, each engaged couple must 
complete an initial intake meeting with one of the parish 
priests prior to the selection of a wedding date. Wed-
dings at St. Philip Parish may be celebrated on Friday 
evenings at 5:00pm or Saturdays at 2:00pm.

CHOOSING GODPARENTS
When choosing Godparents for your child’s baptism, please note the 
following requirements as per the Diocese of Pittsburgh:

1. Must be at least sixteen years of age;
2. Must be a practicing Catholic who has been baptized and confirmed;
3. Must be in a valid Christian marriage;
4. Must not be the father or mother of the child.

All Godparents must obtain a sponsor certificate or letter of eligibility 
from their parish.  A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic 
ecclesial community may be asked to serve, not as a Godparent but as a 
Christian Witness, as long as a Catholic Godparent is also present.  
Catholics who have abandoned the Catholic Faith are not eligible to act as 
Godparent.

INTERESTED IN HELPING OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS? AND
HELPING FAMILIES AFFORD AN EXCELLENT EDUCATION?  
Learn how PA tax dollars can be redirected by businesses to provide 
tuition assistance for qualified needy students. We have great news on 
this opportunity! Please visit: www.diopitt.plannedgiving.org/diopitt/ 
giving/5.html?section=1. Contact Michael Freker at 412-456-3055 or email 
at mfreker@diopitt.org with any questions.

times in which we live. The conversation of Christ, the 
Divine Mercy, with the lost soul in the revelations of St. 
Faustina has given great hope to those who have left this 
life unprepared. The loving heart of Our Savior calls us all 
individually to come to the Lord for forgiveness, healing 
and salvation. (Fr. Benedict Groeschel)

Alleluia! From the “great Alleluia!” at the Easter 
Vigil through the end of the Easter season at Pente-
cost, “Alleluia!” is the signature chant for the Easter 
celebration. “These above all others are the days for 
the singing of the Alleluia!,” says the U.S. Bishops’ 
Committee on the Liturgy. Indeed, on most days of 
the year, the festive acclamation “Alleluia!” is used – 
the only exception is in Lent. “We are an Easter 
people and “Alleluia!” is our song,” is St. Augustine’s 
oft-quoted phrase. Alleluia! (from the Hebrew 
hallelujah meaning “Praise God”) appears frequent-
ly in the Psalms, and in the early Church became 
part of the liturgy. In Chapter 19 of Revelation, “Alle-
luia!” is the first and the last word of the glorious 
“heavenly liturgy” coming from the mouths of the 
“great multitude” (19:1,6), and “the twenty-four 
elders and the four living creatures” (19:4). The 
double “Alleluia!” with its ancient chant that closes 
the Mass in the Easter season is hauntingly beauti-
ful to many who hear it for the first time. “Alleluia!” 
is the refrain in most traditional Easter hymns, 
including the rousing “Jesus Christ is Risen Today.” 
The “Alleluia!” is part of all Sunday and daily Masses 
(except in Lent) by virtue of the Alleluia or Gospel 
Verse. “Alleluia! Alleluia!” is sung before a short 
Scripture text suggesting the theme of the upcom-
ing Gospel is sung; then a final “Alleluia!” is sung. 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org

SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION & 
FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST — Bishop Zubik has 
cancelled ALL celebrations of the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion and First Holy Eucharist throughout the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh for the month of April. Our parish was previous-
ly scheduled to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Saturday, April 18 and the Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist 
on Saturday, April 25. We are currently awaiting instruc-
tions regarding the re-scheduling of both of these celebra-
tions and we will inform the parish as soon as possible.
 Spiritual COMMUNION
1. Create a sacred space in your home.

2. Gather with others in your household and begin 
a time of prayer with the Sign of the Cross.

3. Take time to read and reflect upon the readings 
from Sunday Mass. You can find readings at 
usccb.org.

4. Share prayer intentions quietly or aloud.

5. Pray the Lord’s Prayer.

6. Recite a prayer of spiritual communion:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.
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Sanctuary     Lamp

ADVERTISER of the Week 

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns 

In Loving Memory of Marion & Will Lugaila

O�ered by Family

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension 

burns In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. Fred J. Askin

O�ered by Mary Ellen Askin

PAVE RITE

Thank you for helping to underwrite the 
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.

After Jesus’ death, the disciples were bewildered. Even Mary of Magdala, 

the first to find the empty tomb, did not believe that Jesus was raised 

from the dead. Peter, too, upon seeing the empty tomb did not believe.  

As we heard in last week’s Gospel, only the unnamed Beloved Disciple 

believed without seeing. And in today’s reading we hear how later that 

same evening on Easter, the remaining disciples (except Thomas) also 

came to believe upon seeing Jesus. Thomas stands in for all the second, 

third, and subsequent generations of Christians who know that Jesus 

su�ered and died on a cross but did not experience the risen Christ in 

the way that the first disciples did. Even Thomas himself only believes 

upon seeing Jesus, which is when Jesus utters the beatitude meant for us. 

We experience the su�ering and death of Jesus when we encounter 

those tragedies in our own lives. We experience the resurrection of Jesus, 

too, when we are open to those encounters. Jesus, the source of life, 

continues to give life to His followers. On this Second Sunday of Easter, 

let us be aware of the occasions we have to experience not only the 

su�ering and death of Jesus, but most especially His life and exaltation. 

In that we live the paschal mystery more fully. 

(Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Living the PASCHAL MYSTERY 

My Lord and My God! On this Second Sunday of Easter the 
Church gives us the only Gospel reading (John 20:19-31) 
that corresponds to the week after Easter, namely the 
story of “Doubting Thomas.” On the 
evening of Easter Sunday, Jesus makes His 
appearance to the disciples, though 
Thomas is absent. It is only one week later 
when Jesus appears again. During this 
intervening week, one might wonder what 
the other disciples said to Thomas, and we 
might wonder at Thomas’ obstinacy in the 
face of their witness. Not only had Thomas 
experienced Jesus throughout His earthly 
ministry, but Thomas had the eyewitness 
testimony of his fellow disciples, his 
friends. Still, his lack of belief persisted. 
Only a personal experience of the risen 
Christ would melt away his doubt and 
unbelief. Such is a model of how individu-
als come to faith. Sometimes, like Thomas, 
despite all the evidence, testimony, and 
enthusiasm of believers, faith will never 
take root unless one personally encounters 
the risen Christ. Still, Jesus utters a beati-
tude that is meant for us, the reader: “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and have believed.”

The Gospel passage, and the Gospel itself, ends with an 
eloquent note from the author (though a later author 
added Chapter 21), stating explicitly the aim of the work: 
“that you may come to believed that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life 
in His name.” With such an obvious conclusion, it does 
seem odd to find another chapter that begins with the 
disciples fishing. But as stated above, Chapter 21 was 
written and added by a later author, as even the notes in 
the New American Bible indicate. The conclusion of today’s 
story is a straightforward admission of the point of the 
Gospel: belief in Jesus and life in His name. Twenty centu-
ries later, and with our own reading of these very same 
words, it’s safe to say the evangelist succeeded in his aim. 

Finally, Jesus says at least twice that He brings peace. 
Such repetition is deliberate. The resurrection of Jesus 
gives us, His followers, peace. We are no longer subject to 
the bu�eting winds of turmoil, drama, challenge, or 
turbulence. We may rest assured in the peace of Christ, 
knowing that there is life eternal. God is faithful. 
Violence, lawlessness, and collusion will not last. 
Instead, peace, love, friendship and self-gift are eternal. 
The resurrection of Jesus and His lasting presence among 
His disciples are all the proof we need. Once we experi-
ence Him for ourselves, there is no longer room for 
doubt. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. Thomas believes in the resurrection 

only after seeing the risen Christ. Jesus 
tells him, “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and believed.” What are the 
events or experiences in your life that 
have brought you to belief?

2. Faith is a gift that we have been given. 
We have been shown. We have 
responded, but it was first a gift given. 
On this Divine Mercy Sunday, how can 
we have greater mercy for those who 
may not believe based on our word? 
What is one concrete thing that we can 
do to strengthen or mend a relationship 
with a family member who is far from 
faith?

A Prayer for Divine Mercy Sunday 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Mercy of God, You descended into this 
world to reveal the Father to us in ways that no one else ever 
did or could. Your message of mercy is an immense consola-
tion to those struggling in any way and we are renewed in our 
prayers by the hope of Divine Mercy. We pray for our world, 
our community and our loved ones. You say to us, “Come to 
Me.” And we say in response, “Jesus, I trust in You.” Amen. 

The Origins of Divine Mercy Sunday It was in the year 
2000, that Pope St. John Paul II canonized St. Faustina 
Kowalska, the apostle of Divine Mercy, the first saint of 
the new millennium. It was also on this day that he desig-
nated the Second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy 
Sunday. The private revelations given to this humble 
young Polish nun have mesmerized countless numbers 
of Catholics toward the end of the twentieth century. The 
message of Divine Mercy is most consoling in the di�cult 

GIVING TO YOUR PARISH
How to initiate a Tax Free Gift from your 
IRA if you are over 70½ years of age.

• Call your IRA fund custodian/investment 

broker.

• He/she may have a form for you to sign 

giving instructions regarding the 

charity(s) you wish to receive gifts and 

when you wish to make these donations 

from your IRA.

• The fund custodian will then send a check 

made payable to the charity from your 

IRA minimum distribution or principal. (If 

requested, the check can be mailed to you 

to send out personally.)  To avoid 

declaring that amount as taxable income, 

the check must be made payable to your 

parish/school (or other charity).

• It may be helpful to have the check sent 

directly to you.  You can then send it (with 

your name and address) to the charity, as 

many IRA custodians do not identify the 

donor’s name and address when they 

send the check directly to the charity.

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!

Until weekly Masses resume, you may mail your weekly 
o�ering to the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh  
15205 or drop it o� in the mail box located outside the 
main o�ce door. St. Philip Parish now o�ers the option 
for ONLINE GIVING. Please see the information in today’s 
bulletin.

PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED
Due to the current health crisis the Parish O�ces will be 
closed for all ordinary parish business.  However, in case 
of emergency, please call the parish at 412-922-6300 and 
the answering service will contact one of the priests.

CANCELLATION OF DAILY AND 
SUNDAY MASSES
Even though the celebration of public Masses in the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh have been cancelled as per the 
instruction of Bishop David Zubik, Fr. John Gizler,            
Fr. Jack Forbidussi and Fr. Joseph Scheib will still 
celebrate Masses in private at St. Philip Parish.  This will 

satisfy the intentions which you have scheduled for your 
loved ones and friends.

SCAM ALERT!
Recently our parishioners have received emails 
and texts claiming to be from Fr. John asking for 
gift cards.

This is a scam!  If you receive an email or text from 
someone who claims to be your priest asking for 
gift cards or money: Do not respond. Do not click 
on anything in the email. Call the parish o�ce 
immediately to report it. Anyone who has given 
money or gift cards in response to such a request 
should call the police. Your clergy will never make 
an urgent request for money or gift cards via 
email or text. If you wonder whether a parish 
request for giving is legitimate, call your parish 
o�ce to ask. 

SEEKING MARRIAGE IN THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH?
For information regarding the process leading to the 
Sacrament of Matrimony, each engaged couple must 
complete an initial intake meeting with one of the parish 
priests prior to the selection of a wedding date. Wed-
dings at St. Philip Parish may be celebrated on Friday 
evenings at 5:00pm or Saturdays at 2:00pm.

CHOOSING GODPARENTS
When choosing Godparents for your child’s baptism, please note the 
following requirements as per the Diocese of Pittsburgh:

1. Must be at least sixteen years of age;
2. Must be a practicing Catholic who has been baptized and confirmed;
3. Must be in a valid Christian marriage;
4. Must not be the father or mother of the child.

All Godparents must obtain a sponsor certificate or letter of eligibility 
from their parish.  A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic 
ecclesial community may be asked to serve, not as a Godparent but as a 
Christian Witness, as long as a Catholic Godparent is also present.  
Catholics who have abandoned the Catholic Faith are not eligible to act as 
Godparent.

INTERESTED IN HELPING OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS? AND
HELPING FAMILIES AFFORD AN EXCELLENT EDUCATION?  
Learn how PA tax dollars can be redirected by businesses to provide 
tuition assistance for qualified needy students. We have great news on 
this opportunity! Please visit: www.diopitt.plannedgiving.org/diopitt/ 
giving/5.html?section=1. Contact Michael Freker at 412-456-3055 or email 
at mfreker@diopitt.org with any questions.

times in which we live. The conversation of Christ, the 
Divine Mercy, with the lost soul in the revelations of St. 
Faustina has given great hope to those who have left this 
life unprepared. The loving heart of Our Savior calls us all 
individually to come to the Lord for forgiveness, healing 
and salvation. (Fr. Benedict Groeschel)

Alleluia! From the “great Alleluia!” at the Easter 
Vigil through the end of the Easter season at Pente-
cost, “Alleluia!” is the signature chant for the Easter 
celebration. “These above all others are the days for 
the singing of the Alleluia!,” says the U.S. Bishops’ 
Committee on the Liturgy. Indeed, on most days of 
the year, the festive acclamation “Alleluia!” is used – 
the only exception is in Lent. “We are an Easter 
people and “Alleluia!” is our song,” is St. Augustine’s 
oft-quoted phrase. Alleluia! (from the Hebrew 
hallelujah meaning “Praise God”) appears frequent-
ly in the Psalms, and in the early Church became 
part of the liturgy. In Chapter 19 of Revelation, “Alle-
luia!” is the first and the last word of the glorious 
“heavenly liturgy” coming from the mouths of the 
“great multitude” (19:1,6), and “the twenty-four 
elders and the four living creatures” (19:4). The 
double “Alleluia!” with its ancient chant that closes 
the Mass in the Easter season is hauntingly beauti-
ful to many who hear it for the first time. “Alleluia!” 
is the refrain in most traditional Easter hymns, 
including the rousing “Jesus Christ is Risen Today.” 
The “Alleluia!” is part of all Sunday and daily Masses 
(except in Lent) by virtue of the Alleluia or Gospel 
Verse. “Alleluia! Alleluia!” is sung before a short 
Scripture text suggesting the theme of the upcom-
ing Gospel is sung; then a final “Alleluia!” is sung. 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org

SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION & 
FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST — Bishop Zubik has 
cancelled ALL celebrations of the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion and First Holy Eucharist throughout the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh for the month of April. Our parish was previous-
ly scheduled to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Saturday, April 18 and the Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist 
on Saturday, April 25. We are currently awaiting instruc-
tions regarding the re-scheduling of both of these celebra-
tions and we will inform the parish as soon as possible.
 Spiritual COMMUNION
1. Create a sacred space in your home.

2. Gather with others in your household and begin 
a time of prayer with the Sign of the Cross.

3. Take time to read and reflect upon the readings 
from Sunday Mass. You can find readings at 
usccb.org.

4. Share prayer intentions quietly or aloud.

5. Pray the Lord’s Prayer.

6. Recite a prayer of spiritual communion:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.
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My Lord and My God! On this Second Sunday of Easter the 
Church gives us the only Gospel reading (John 20:19-31) 
that corresponds to the week after Easter, namely the 
story of “Doubting Thomas.” On the 
evening of Easter Sunday, Jesus makes His 
appearance to the disciples, though 
Thomas is absent. It is only one week later 
when Jesus appears again. During this 
intervening week, one might wonder what 
the other disciples said to Thomas, and we 
might wonder at Thomas’ obstinacy in the 
face of their witness. Not only had Thomas 
experienced Jesus throughout His earthly 
ministry, but Thomas had the eyewitness 
testimony of his fellow disciples, his 
friends. Still, his lack of belief persisted. 
Only a personal experience of the risen 
Christ would melt away his doubt and 
unbelief. Such is a model of how individu-
als come to faith. Sometimes, like Thomas, 
despite all the evidence, testimony, and 
enthusiasm of believers, faith will never 
take root unless one personally encounters 
the risen Christ. Still, Jesus utters a beati-
tude that is meant for us, the reader: “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and have believed.”

The Gospel passage, and the Gospel itself, ends with an 
eloquent note from the author (though a later author 
added Chapter 21), stating explicitly the aim of the work: 
“that you may come to believed that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life 
in His name.” With such an obvious conclusion, it does 
seem odd to find another chapter that begins with the 
disciples fishing. But as stated above, Chapter 21 was 
written and added by a later author, as even the notes in 
the New American Bible indicate. The conclusion of today’s 
story is a straightforward admission of the point of the 
Gospel: belief in Jesus and life in His name. Twenty centu-
ries later, and with our own reading of these very same 
words, it’s safe to say the evangelist succeeded in his aim. 

Finally, Jesus says at least twice that He brings peace. 
Such repetition is deliberate. The resurrection of Jesus 
gives us, His followers, peace. We are no longer subject to 
the bu�eting winds of turmoil, drama, challenge, or 
turbulence. We may rest assured in the peace of Christ, 
knowing that there is life eternal. God is faithful. 
Violence, lawlessness, and collusion will not last. 
Instead, peace, love, friendship and self-gift are eternal. 
The resurrection of Jesus and His lasting presence among 
His disciples are all the proof we need. Once we experi-
ence Him for ourselves, there is no longer room for 
doubt. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. Thomas believes in the resurrection 

only after seeing the risen Christ. Jesus 
tells him, “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and believed.” What are the 
events or experiences in your life that 
have brought you to belief?

2. Faith is a gift that we have been given. 
We have been shown. We have 
responded, but it was first a gift given. 
On this Divine Mercy Sunday, how can 
we have greater mercy for those who 
may not believe based on our word? 
What is one concrete thing that we can 
do to strengthen or mend a relationship 
with a family member who is far from 
faith?

A Prayer for Divine Mercy Sunday 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Mercy of God, You descended into this 
world to reveal the Father to us in ways that no one else ever 
did or could. Your message of mercy is an immense consola-
tion to those struggling in any way and we are renewed in our 
prayers by the hope of Divine Mercy. We pray for our world, 
our community and our loved ones. You say to us, “Come to 
Me.” And we say in response, “Jesus, I trust in You.” Amen. 

The Origins of Divine Mercy Sunday It was in the year 
2000, that Pope St. John Paul II canonized St. Faustina 
Kowalska, the apostle of Divine Mercy, the first saint of 
the new millennium. It was also on this day that he desig-
nated the Second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy 
Sunday. The private revelations given to this humble 
young Polish nun have mesmerized countless numbers 
of Catholics toward the end of the twentieth century. The 
message of Divine Mercy is most consoling in the di�cult 

times in which we live. The conversation of Christ, the 
Divine Mercy, with the lost soul in the revelations of St. 
Faustina has given great hope to those who have left this 
life unprepared. The loving heart of Our Savior calls us all 
individually to come to the Lord for forgiveness, healing 
and salvation. (Fr. Benedict Groeschel)

Alleluia! From the “great Alleluia!” at the Easter 
Vigil through the end of the Easter season at Pente-
cost, “Alleluia!” is the signature chant for the Easter 
celebration. “These above all others are the days for 
the singing of the Alleluia!,” says the U.S. Bishops’ 
Committee on the Liturgy. Indeed, on most days of 
the year, the festive acclamation “Alleluia!” is used – 
the only exception is in Lent. “We are an Easter 
people and “Alleluia!” is our song,” is St. Augustine’s 
oft-quoted phrase. Alleluia! (from the Hebrew 
hallelujah meaning “Praise God”) appears frequent-
ly in the Psalms, and in the early Church became 
part of the liturgy. In Chapter 19 of Revelation, “Alle-
luia!” is the first and the last word of the glorious 
“heavenly liturgy” coming from the mouths of the 
“great multitude” (19:1,6), and “the twenty-four 
elders and the four living creatures” (19:4). The 
double “Alleluia!” with its ancient chant that closes 
the Mass in the Easter season is hauntingly beauti-
ful to many who hear it for the first time. “Alleluia!” 
is the refrain in most traditional Easter hymns, 
including the rousing “Jesus Christ is Risen Today.” 
The “Alleluia!” is part of all Sunday and daily Masses 
(except in Lent) by virtue of the Alleluia or Gospel 
Verse. “Alleluia! Alleluia!” is sung before a short 
Scripture text suggesting the theme of the upcom-
ing Gospel is sung; then a final “Alleluia!” is sung. 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org

SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION & 
FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST — Bishop Zubik has 
cancelled ALL celebrations of the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion and First Holy Eucharist throughout the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh for the month of April. Our parish was previous-
ly scheduled to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Saturday, April 18 and the Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist 
on Saturday, April 25. We are currently awaiting instruc-
tions regarding the re-scheduling of both of these celebra-
tions and we will inform the parish as soon as possible.
 Spiritual COMMUNION
1. Create a sacred space in your home.

2. Gather with others in your household and begin 
a time of prayer with the Sign of the Cross.

3. Take time to read and reflect upon the readings 
from Sunday Mass. You can find readings at 
usccb.org.

4. Share prayer intentions quietly or aloud.

5. Pray the Lord’s Prayer.

6. Recite a prayer of spiritual communion:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.



I  am pleased to inform you that you are now able to share your financial gifts to support our 
parish …ONLINE. We have been working very hard behind the scenes as a parish staff to bring this 
exciting new program to our parish.  Being able to give online makes donating simple and easy, 
while at the same time keeping the process safe and secure. We believe that by offering online 
giving, we will be able to engage more of our parish families to join us in supporting the important 
work we have been called to do together. 

It’s very simple to set up a one-time or recurring donation, and allocate the amounts of your choice 
to any of our different collections. Once you start to use it, you will be able to view your complete, 
accurate financial records at any time during the year. Those of you who wish to continue using 
traditional methods of offering may do so, however, I am personally asking that you prayerfully 
consider switching to giving your gifts online. Your choice to give online will help our parish to be 
better stewards of our Time, Treasure and Talent. 

Take the time to read through the next few pages to learn about the benefits of online giving for 
both you and our parish. If you have any questions about the program or need help setting up 
your account, please don’t hesitate to call the parish office. Please prayerfully consider giving to 
our parish community online as it does benefit our parish in many important ways. I am looking 
forward to growing our parish community together.

Let’s begin this journey of faith together,

A community where we are family 
and we share our many gifts generously

1

Fr. John B. Gizler III,
PASTOR JOHN B. GIZLER III,

Dear Parish Family,



2

Please prayerfully consider giving to our 
parish community online as it does benefit 
our parish in many important ways. 

Why Should You (Prayerfully) Consider Switching To Giving Online?

Does Online Giving Really Benefit Our Parish? Yes It Does!

You can share your gifts… Any way you want to. When you want to. 
Where you want to.

Leave your checkbook at home. Set up your recurring gift using a credit 
card, checking or savings account.

Your funds are protected. Your donations are automatically transferred 
to our parish so it’s safer and more secure.

Support our parish consistently, even if you are unable to attend Mass.

Give on-the-go! Access the site from your mobile phone or tablet.

1

2

3

4

5

Less time required to process collections No more manual entries so 
office staff will be able to process data efficiently.

Predictable contributions More predictable cash flow helping us plan our 
ministries better.

Automatic record keeping.  Online donation summaries for better more 
accurate and efficient records.

Accommodates special collections/missions – Making it easier for 
everyone to participate in the ministry of our parish.
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ONLINE
SIGN UP TO GIVE

HOW TO CREATE YOUR ONLINE GIVING ACCOUNT

2

1

3

It’s that easy! Your account will be created & you can start giving online. 
Questions? Please contact (412) 921-1230.

Click Recurring Donation, enter your donation amount  
and frequency.

Click on the collection you wish to donate to. 

Visit www.saintphilipchurch.org and click Give Online. 

It’s as easy as 1 2 3 to create your account online right on our parish website.
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Frequently Asked Questions

FAITHFULLY CONSIDER GIVING 
TO OUR PARISH ONLINE 

Set up your account today!

Q.  Is giving online safe?
A.  Yes. We implement the safest security 
standards for online transactions and 
your privacy is protected at all times. 
It is actually more secure than writing 
checks or bringing cash to church. Online 
contributions cannot be lost, stolen, or 
destroyed and have an extremely high 
rate of accuracy. 

Q.  Which payment methods are 
accepted?
A.  You have many options. Contributions 
from checking accounts, savings accounts, 
debit cards, and major credit cards (Visa, 
MasterCard, Discover, and American 
Express) are all accepted. 

Q.  When will my account(s) be 
debited? 
A.  The choice is yours. When you enroll 
in our online program you can choose 
to have donations processed Weekly, 
Monthly, Semimonthly, Quarterly, 
Semiannually, or Annually. 

Q.  What will my credit card 
statement say?
A. The name of our parish will appear on 
your bank or credit card statement. 

Q.  Can any additional funds be taken 
from my account other than what I 
have authorized?
A.  Absolutely not! Only the amount you 
authorized to give the church is taken. 
You are the only one that can change the 
amount of money that may be processed. 
You will also receive email reminders 2 
days before your recurring transaction is 
set to occur so there will be no surprises.

Q. What if I need to stop, increase, or 
decrease my donation? 
A.  You can make changes to your account 
at any time by logging into your account 
online 24/7 or by calling the parish office. 

Q. What if I change bank accounts or 
get a new debit or credit card?
A.  Log in to your account online. You can 
log in to your account online at any time to 
update your payment source information.  

Q. Will I receive receipts for my 
donations?
A.  Yes. All parishioners enrolled in online 
giving will receive receipts via email.

Q.  What if I feel uncomfortable not 
having something to physically drop 
into the collection basket?
A.  Don’t worry!  You can print donation 
slips that can be placed into the collection 
basket as a visible sign of your electronic 
donations. These slips can be personalized 
with your Name and Church ID. 

Q.  How do I sign up to start donating 
online?
A.  Visit 
Click Give Online or call the parish office 
for more information.

www.saintphilipchurch.org



GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the May GRACE program may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending 
it to the school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, 
Pittsburgh 15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May 
GRACE program on May 1, which will include our May 
Crowning ceremony and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is 
April 29. Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly 
benefits the school. 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL — Purse ra�e — 
Time Is Running Out!

St. Philip 
School 
News
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ST. FAUSTINA’S MISSION
St. Faustina’s life-long dedication to God’s mercy was the 
direct result of her mystic encounter with Jesus, who 
gave her this mission. “Today I am sending you with my 
mercy to the people of the whole world. Speak to the world 
about my mercy. Let all mankind recognize my unfathomable 
mercy. Let them have recourse to the fount of my mercy. Let 
them profit from the blood and water, which gushed forth for 
them. Before I come as a just judge, I first open wide the doors 
of my mercy. One who refuses to pass through the doors of my 
mercy must pass through the doors of my justice. Mankind will 
not have peace until it turns with trust to my mercy.” 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

UNDERSTANDING OUR FAITH
Is Jesus’ resurrection a historical event?

Regarding Jesus’ resurrection, the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church a�rms that it is “a real event, with 
manifestations that were historically verified” (CCC, 
639). Given the gospel testimonies of the empty tomb 
and the appearances of Jesus to His followers, “Christ’s 
resurrection cannot be interpreted as something 
outside of the physical order, and it is impossible not to 
acknowledge it as a historical fact” (CCC, 643). The 
resurrection of Jesus is an actual event that occurred in 
history. “At the very heart of the mystery of faith, it 
transcends and surpasses history” (CCC, 647). It 
occurred at one moment in human history and yet is 
present in every time. The Risen Jesus is forever alive 
and present everywhere. The resurrection, which gives 
hope in God and in eternal life with Him, is a powerful 
force that has changed history. (Alan Schreck, Jesus: 
What Catholics Believe, Servant Books, 2012)

BECAUSE JESUS ROSE, WE WILL RISE
The ultimate glory of the resurrection is that we too shall 
share in the new life, the eternal life that Jesus won by 
conquering death. Christ’s resurrection foretells our 
own, “For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be 
brought to life” (1 Cor 15:20). Jesus not only rose from the 
dead, but He promised that we would also share in His 
resurrection. Easter is not so much a time of historical 
reflection as it is one of rejoicing in our own hope of 
resurrection. While it is true that we look to the past and 
see in Christ’s risen life new and eternal existence, we do 
so to confirm our own faith that some day we too shall 
rise from the dead. Death no longer has dominion over 
us. As the Church sings at the Easter Vigil, “This is the night 
when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death.” Those bonds 
also held us. Every time we proclaim our faith in Jesus, 

THE SPS VIRTUAL SCHOOL NEWS — WEEK 3
Even though we are not able to worship or pray together 
physically, we continue to learn about our Faith and 
practice it.

VIRTUAL MASS AND FIELD TRIP — We continue to 
worship at our school liturgies with our priests o�ering 
Mass from Ascension over the Internet. During Holy 
Week, Fr. Gizler took us on a virtual field trip to the 
Vatican where he spent time studying. We saw all of the 
exquisite art and worship space through the eyes of our 
own “expert.”  Thank you, Father!

PRE-SCHOOL — Yes, Pre-School is also working through 
virtual classes with Mrs. Cornetti. In the Pre-K's religion 
class, they are learning that God made helpers. The 
students have been making hearts and hanging them on 
their doors. This is to show all of the helpers how 
thankful we are for all they do! 

KINDERGARTEN AND 1A — Classes participated in a joint 
zoom activity (siblings were invited too!) Miss K. Rodgers 
read the story, Benjamin’s Box while Miss H. Rodgers 
showed the illustrations and opened the eggs that went 
along with the story. Each child has the supplies to 
create their own set of Resurrection Eggs at home that 
they can use to retell the story of the Resurrection of 
Jesus.

ART — The children are continuing to complete the art 
projects on Miss McGaughey’s Website!

Students showing their creativity at home.

who on the third day rose again, we announce our own 
conviction that we too shall rise from the dead, break the 
bonds of death, and destroy the ultimate dominion over 
the grave. (Donald Cardinal Wuerl, Retired Archbishop of 
Washington, DC)

CATHOLIC EASTER 
TRADITIONS 
AND SYMBOLS
Among the popular Easter symbols, the lamb is by far the 
most significant of this great feast. The Easter lamb, 
representing Christ, with the flag of victory, may be seen 
in pictures and images in homes of every central and 
eastern European family. The ancient tradition of the 
Paschal Lamb also inspired among the Christians the use 
of lamb meat as a popular food at Easter time, and at the 
present time it is eaten as the main meal on Easter 
Sunday in may parts of Eastern Europe. Frequently, how-
ever, little figures of a lamb made of butter, pastry, or 
sugar have been substituted for the meat, forming Easter 
table centerpieces. 

Another popular Easter symbol is the egg. In the history 
of Christianity, the egg had bestowed upon it a religious 
interpretation, becoming a symbol of the rock tomb out 
of which Christ emerged to the new life of His Resurrec-
tion. There was in addition a very practical reason for 
making the egg a special sign of Easter joy since it used to 
be one of the foods that was forbidden in Lent. The faith-
ful from early times painted Easter eggs in di�erent 
colors, had them blessed, ate them, and gave them to 
friends as Easter gifts. 

Let us not forget the pig, which o�ers its meat as a tradi-
tional Easter dish. Eating pork on festive occasions is an 
age-old custom, handed down from pre-Christian times. 
In many parts of Europe roast pork is still the traditional 
main dish at weddings and on major feast days. At Easter, 
smoked or cooked ham has been eaten by most Europe-
an nations from ancient times, and it is the traditional 
Easter dish from coast to coast in our country. 

And finally, the Russian Easter bread (paska) is made of 
flour, sugar, raisins, eggs and milk. It is put in a mold and 
often shaped in round loaves. Sometimes, a cross and 
the letters J and C (for Jesus Christ) are imprinted on the 
loaves. This “golden bread” is eaten on Easter Sunday for 
breakfast or at the Easter dinner. Other European coun-
tries make a similar Easter bread and may be known as 
Osterlaib, Osterstollen, Mazurki, Baba, Babka, Babecska, or 
Baba Wiekanocna.

Dear brothers and sisters, Christ died and rose once for all, and for 
everyone, but the power of the Resurrection, this Passover from 
slavery to evil to the freedom of goodness, must be accomplished 
in every age, in our concrete existence, in our everyday lives. How 
many deserts, even today, do human beings need to cross! Above 
all, the desert within, when we have no love for God or neighbor, 
when we fail to realize that we are guardians for all that the Creator 
has given us and continues to give us. God’s mercy can make even 
the driest land become a garden, can restore life to dry bones. So 
this is the invitation, which I address to everyone: Let us accept the 
grace of Christ’s Resurrection! Let us be renewed by God’s mercy, 
let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power of His love to 
transform our lives too; and let us become agents of this mercy, 
channels through which God can water the earth, protect all 
creation and make justice and peace flourish.

THE DIVINE MERCY IMAGE — JESUS KING OF DIVINE MERCY
On Sunday, February 22, 1931, St. Faustina had a mystic experience of Jesus, 
clothed in a white garment with his right hand raised in blessing. His left hand 
was touching His garment near His heart, from where two large rays came 
forth, one red (symbolizing the blood which is our life) and the other pale 
(symbolizing the baptismal water that makes us Christians). In 1934, with the 
help of Fr. Michael Sopocko, the painter, Eugene Kazimierowski created the 
original Divine Mercy painting under St. Faustina’s direction. The painting, 
having miraculously survived World War II and the Soviet occupation thereaf-
ter, eventually was restored and hung in the Church of the Holy Trinity in Vilni-
us, Lithuania in 2005. The church is now know as the Shrine of Divine Mercy. 
A subsequent painting of the Divine Mercy was created by artist, Adolf Hyla 
who gave it to the Sisters of our Lady of Mercy in Poland in thanksgiving for the 
preservation of himself and his family during World War II. The sisters placed it 
over the tomb of St. Faustina at their convent in Lagiewniki where it can still be 
seen today. It is this rendering of the Divine Mercy and other variations of the 
Hyla painting that are most well known. The image represents the graces of 
Divine Mercy poured out upon the world, especially through Baptism and the 
Eucharist. 
As Faustina gazed intently at him, then he said to her, “Paint an image according 
to the pattern you see with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You. I desire that this image 
be venerated throughout the world. By means of this image I shall grant many graces 
to souls. I want this image to be blessed on the Second Sunday after Easter: that 
Sunday is to be the Feast of Mercy.” (All Saints Press, 2019)

Monday
April 27

FOUR DAYS OF KATE SPADE
Purse ra�e to Benefit 

ST. PHILIP SCHOOL
Winner based on PA Lottery

Evening winning number receives a 
Kate Spade Purse valued at $340.00

Mid-day winning number receives a 
Kate Spade Credit Card Holder and 

a $25.00 Restaurant Gift Card. 

Contact the School O�ce at 
412-928-2742 or the Parish O�ce at 

412-922-6300 for tickets. If no winner, 
nearest number not going over, wins.

DONATIONS $10.00

Ticket printing compliments of 
Hershberger Stover Funeral Home, Inc.

Tuesday
April 28

Wednesday
April 29

Thursday
April 30



GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the May GRACE program may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending 
it to the school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, 
Pittsburgh 15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May 
GRACE program on May 1, which will include our May 
Crowning ceremony and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is 
April 29. Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly 
benefits the school. 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL — Purse ra�e — 
Time Is Running Out!
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ST. FAUSTINA’S MISSION
St. Faustina’s life-long dedication to God’s mercy was the 
direct result of her mystic encounter with Jesus, who 
gave her this mission. “Today I am sending you with my 
mercy to the people of the whole world. Speak to the world 
about my mercy. Let all mankind recognize my unfathomable 
mercy. Let them have recourse to the fount of my mercy. Let 
them profit from the blood and water, which gushed forth for 
them. Before I come as a just judge, I first open wide the doors 
of my mercy. One who refuses to pass through the doors of my 
mercy must pass through the doors of my justice. Mankind will 
not have peace until it turns with trust to my mercy.” 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

UNDERSTANDING OUR FAITH
Is Jesus’ resurrection a historical event?

Regarding Jesus’ resurrection, the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church a�rms that it is “a real event, with 
manifestations that were historically verified” (CCC, 
639). Given the gospel testimonies of the empty tomb 
and the appearances of Jesus to His followers, “Christ’s 
resurrection cannot be interpreted as something 
outside of the physical order, and it is impossible not to 
acknowledge it as a historical fact” (CCC, 643). The 
resurrection of Jesus is an actual event that occurred in 
history. “At the very heart of the mystery of faith, it 
transcends and surpasses history” (CCC, 647). It 
occurred at one moment in human history and yet is 
present in every time. The Risen Jesus is forever alive 
and present everywhere. The resurrection, which gives 
hope in God and in eternal life with Him, is a powerful 
force that has changed history. (Alan Schreck, Jesus: 
What Catholics Believe, Servant Books, 2012)

BECAUSE JESUS ROSE, WE WILL RISE
The ultimate glory of the resurrection is that we too shall 
share in the new life, the eternal life that Jesus won by 
conquering death. Christ’s resurrection foretells our 
own, “For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be 
brought to life” (1 Cor 15:20). Jesus not only rose from the 
dead, but He promised that we would also share in His 
resurrection. Easter is not so much a time of historical 
reflection as it is one of rejoicing in our own hope of 
resurrection. While it is true that we look to the past and 
see in Christ’s risen life new and eternal existence, we do 
so to confirm our own faith that some day we too shall 
rise from the dead. Death no longer has dominion over 
us. As the Church sings at the Easter Vigil, “This is the night 
when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death.” Those bonds 
also held us. Every time we proclaim our faith in Jesus, 

THE SPS VIRTUAL SCHOOL NEWS — WEEK 3
Even though we are not able to worship or pray together 
physically, we continue to learn about our Faith and 
practice it.

VIRTUAL MASS AND FIELD TRIP — We continue to 
worship at our school liturgies with our priests o�ering 
Mass from Ascension over the Internet. During Holy 
Week, Fr. Gizler took us on a virtual field trip to the 
Vatican where he spent time studying. We saw all of the 
exquisite art and worship space through the eyes of our 
own “expert.”  Thank you, Father!

PRE-SCHOOL — Yes, Pre-School is also working through 
virtual classes with Mrs. Cornetti. In the Pre-K's religion 
class, they are learning that God made helpers. The 
students have been making hearts and hanging them on 
their doors. This is to show all of the helpers how 
thankful we are for all they do! 

KINDERGARTEN AND 1A — Classes participated in a joint 
zoom activity (siblings were invited too!) Miss K. Rodgers 
read the story, Benjamin’s Box while Miss H. Rodgers 
showed the illustrations and opened the eggs that went 
along with the story. Each child has the supplies to 
create their own set of Resurrection Eggs at home that 
they can use to retell the story of the Resurrection of 
Jesus.

ART — The children are continuing to complete the art 
projects on Miss McGaughey’s Website!

who on the third day rose again, we announce our own 
conviction that we too shall rise from the dead, break the 
bonds of death, and destroy the ultimate dominion over 
the grave. (Donald Cardinal Wuerl, Retired Archbishop of 
Washington, DC)

CATHOLIC EASTER 
TRADITIONS 
AND SYMBOLS
Among the popular Easter symbols, the lamb is by far the 
most significant of this great feast. The Easter lamb, 
representing Christ, with the flag of victory, may be seen 
in pictures and images in homes of every central and 
eastern European family. The ancient tradition of the 
Paschal Lamb also inspired among the Christians the use 
of lamb meat as a popular food at Easter time, and at the 
present time it is eaten as the main meal on Easter 
Sunday in may parts of Eastern Europe. Frequently, how-
ever, little figures of a lamb made of butter, pastry, or 
sugar have been substituted for the meat, forming Easter 
table centerpieces. 

Another popular Easter symbol is the egg. In the history 
of Christianity, the egg had bestowed upon it a religious 
interpretation, becoming a symbol of the rock tomb out 
of which Christ emerged to the new life of His Resurrec-
tion. There was in addition a very practical reason for 
making the egg a special sign of Easter joy since it used to 
be one of the foods that was forbidden in Lent. The faith-
ful from early times painted Easter eggs in di�erent 
colors, had them blessed, ate them, and gave them to 
friends as Easter gifts. 

Let us not forget the pig, which o�ers its meat as a tradi-
tional Easter dish. Eating pork on festive occasions is an 
age-old custom, handed down from pre-Christian times. 
In many parts of Europe roast pork is still the traditional 
main dish at weddings and on major feast days. At Easter, 
smoked or cooked ham has been eaten by most Europe-
an nations from ancient times, and it is the traditional 
Easter dish from coast to coast in our country. 

And finally, the Russian Easter bread (paska) is made of 
flour, sugar, raisins, eggs and milk. It is put in a mold and 
often shaped in round loaves. Sometimes, a cross and 
the letters J and C (for Jesus Christ) are imprinted on the 
loaves. This “golden bread” is eaten on Easter Sunday for 
breakfast or at the Easter dinner. Other European coun-
tries make a similar Easter bread and may be known as 
Osterlaib, Osterstollen, Mazurki, Baba, Babka, Babecska, or 
Baba Wiekanocna.

Dear brothers and sisters, Christ died and rose once for all, and for 
everyone, but the power of the Resurrection, this Passover from 
slavery to evil to the freedom of goodness, must be accomplished 
in every age, in our concrete existence, in our everyday lives. How 
many deserts, even today, do human beings need to cross! Above 
all, the desert within, when we have no love for God or neighbor, 
when we fail to realize that we are guardians for all that the Creator 
has given us and continues to give us. God’s mercy can make even 
the driest land become a garden, can restore life to dry bones. So 
this is the invitation, which I address to everyone: Let us accept the 
grace of Christ’s Resurrection! Let us be renewed by God’s mercy, 
let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power of His love to 
transform our lives too; and let us become agents of this mercy, 
channels through which God can water the earth, protect all 
creation and make justice and peace flourish.

THE DIVINE MERCY IMAGE — JESUS KING OF DIVINE MERCY
On Sunday, February 22, 1931, St. Faustina had a mystic experience of Jesus, 
clothed in a white garment with his right hand raised in blessing. His left hand 
was touching His garment near His heart, from where two large rays came 
forth, one red (symbolizing the blood which is our life) and the other pale 
(symbolizing the baptismal water that makes us Christians). In 1934, with the 
help of Fr. Michael Sopocko, the painter, Eugene Kazimierowski created the 
original Divine Mercy painting under St. Faustina’s direction. The painting, 
having miraculously survived World War II and the Soviet occupation thereaf-
ter, eventually was restored and hung in the Church of the Holy Trinity in Vilni-
us, Lithuania in 2005. The church is now know as the Shrine of Divine Mercy. 
A subsequent painting of the Divine Mercy was created by artist, Adolf Hyla 
who gave it to the Sisters of our Lady of Mercy in Poland in thanksgiving for the 
preservation of himself and his family during World War II. The sisters placed it 
over the tomb of St. Faustina at their convent in Lagiewniki where it can still be 
seen today. It is this rendering of the Divine Mercy and other variations of the 
Hyla painting that are most well known. The image represents the graces of 
Divine Mercy poured out upon the world, especially through Baptism and the 
Eucharist. 
As Faustina gazed intently at him, then he said to her, “Paint an image according 
to the pattern you see with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You. I desire that this image 
be venerated throughout the world. By means of this image I shall grant many graces 
to souls. I want this image to be blessed on the Second Sunday after Easter: that 
Sunday is to be the Feast of Mercy.” (All Saints Press, 2019)
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ST. FAUSTINA’S MISSION
St. Faustina’s life-long dedication to God’s mercy was the 
direct result of her mystic encounter with Jesus, who 
gave her this mission. “Today I am sending you with my 
mercy to the people of the whole world. Speak to the world 
about my mercy. Let all mankind recognize my unfathomable 
mercy. Let them have recourse to the fount of my mercy. Let 
them profit from the blood and water, which gushed forth for 
them. Before I come as a just judge, I first open wide the doors 
of my mercy. One who refuses to pass through the doors of my 
mercy must pass through the doors of my justice. Mankind will 
not have peace until it turns with trust to my mercy.” 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

UNDERSTANDING OUR FAITH
Is Jesus’ resurrection a historical event?

Regarding Jesus’ resurrection, the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church a�rms that it is “a real event, with 
manifestations that were historically verified” (CCC, 
639). Given the gospel testimonies of the empty tomb 
and the appearances of Jesus to His followers, “Christ’s 
resurrection cannot be interpreted as something 
outside of the physical order, and it is impossible not to 
acknowledge it as a historical fact” (CCC, 643). The 
resurrection of Jesus is an actual event that occurred in 
history. “At the very heart of the mystery of faith, it 
transcends and surpasses history” (CCC, 647). It 
occurred at one moment in human history and yet is 
present in every time. The Risen Jesus is forever alive 
and present everywhere. The resurrection, which gives 
hope in God and in eternal life with Him, is a powerful 
force that has changed history. (Alan Schreck, Jesus: 
What Catholics Believe, Servant Books, 2012)

BECAUSE JESUS ROSE, WE WILL RISE
The ultimate glory of the resurrection is that we too shall 
share in the new life, the eternal life that Jesus won by 
conquering death. Christ’s resurrection foretells our 
own, “For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be 
brought to life” (1 Cor 15:20). Jesus not only rose from the 
dead, but He promised that we would also share in His 
resurrection. Easter is not so much a time of historical 
reflection as it is one of rejoicing in our own hope of 
resurrection. While it is true that we look to the past and 
see in Christ’s risen life new and eternal existence, we do 
so to confirm our own faith that some day we too shall 
rise from the dead. Death no longer has dominion over 
us. As the Church sings at the Easter Vigil, “This is the night 
when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death.” Those bonds 
also held us. Every time we proclaim our faith in Jesus, 

JOIN US FOR MASS ONLINE
Visit our facebook page at:  
https://www.facebook.com/SaintPhilipParishCrafton/ 
live_videos

Noah Jansen’s  Easter egg and hearts

Maeve with her basket of eggs. 

Students showing their creativity at home.

The Robles with their Easter egg project.

who on the third day rose again, we announce our own 
conviction that we too shall rise from the dead, break the 
bonds of death, and destroy the ultimate dominion over 
the grave. (Donald Cardinal Wuerl, Retired Archbishop of 
Washington, DC)

CATHOLIC EASTER 
TRADITIONS 
AND SYMBOLS
Among the popular Easter symbols, the lamb is by far the 
most significant of this great feast. The Easter lamb, 
representing Christ, with the flag of victory, may be seen 
in pictures and images in homes of every central and 
eastern European family. The ancient tradition of the 
Paschal Lamb also inspired among the Christians the use 
of lamb meat as a popular food at Easter time, and at the 
present time it is eaten as the main meal on Easter 
Sunday in may parts of Eastern Europe. Frequently, how-
ever, little figures of a lamb made of butter, pastry, or 
sugar have been substituted for the meat, forming Easter 
table centerpieces. 

Another popular Easter symbol is the egg. In the history 
of Christianity, the egg had bestowed upon it a religious 
interpretation, becoming a symbol of the rock tomb out 
of which Christ emerged to the new life of His Resurrec-
tion. There was in addition a very practical reason for 
making the egg a special sign of Easter joy since it used to 
be one of the foods that was forbidden in Lent. The faith-
ful from early times painted Easter eggs in di�erent 
colors, had them blessed, ate them, and gave them to 
friends as Easter gifts. 

Let us not forget the pig, which o�ers its meat as a tradi-
tional Easter dish. Eating pork on festive occasions is an 
age-old custom, handed down from pre-Christian times. 
In many parts of Europe roast pork is still the traditional 
main dish at weddings and on major feast days. At Easter, 
smoked or cooked ham has been eaten by most Europe-
an nations from ancient times, and it is the traditional 
Easter dish from coast to coast in our country. 

And finally, the Russian Easter bread (paska) is made of 
flour, sugar, raisins, eggs and milk. It is put in a mold and 
often shaped in round loaves. Sometimes, a cross and 
the letters J and C (for Jesus Christ) are imprinted on the 
loaves. This “golden bread” is eaten on Easter Sunday for 
breakfast or at the Easter dinner. Other European coun-
tries make a similar Easter bread and may be known as 
Osterlaib, Osterstollen, Mazurki, Baba, Babka, Babecska, or 
Baba Wiekanocna.

Dear brothers and sisters, Christ died and rose once for all, and for 
everyone, but the power of the Resurrection, this Passover from 
slavery to evil to the freedom of goodness, must be accomplished 
in every age, in our concrete existence, in our everyday lives. How 
many deserts, even today, do human beings need to cross! Above 
all, the desert within, when we have no love for God or neighbor, 
when we fail to realize that we are guardians for all that the Creator 
has given us and continues to give us. God’s mercy can make even 
the driest land become a garden, can restore life to dry bones. So 
this is the invitation, which I address to everyone: Let us accept the 
grace of Christ’s Resurrection! Let us be renewed by God’s mercy, 
let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power of His love to 
transform our lives too; and let us become agents of this mercy, 
channels through which God can water the earth, protect all 
creation and make justice and peace flourish.

THE DIVINE MERCY IMAGE — JESUS KING OF DIVINE MERCY
On Sunday, February 22, 1931, St. Faustina had a mystic experience of Jesus, 
clothed in a white garment with his right hand raised in blessing. His left hand 
was touching His garment near His heart, from where two large rays came 
forth, one red (symbolizing the blood which is our life) and the other pale 
(symbolizing the baptismal water that makes us Christians). In 1934, with the 
help of Fr. Michael Sopocko, the painter, Eugene Kazimierowski created the 
original Divine Mercy painting under St. Faustina’s direction. The painting, 
having miraculously survived World War II and the Soviet occupation thereaf-
ter, eventually was restored and hung in the Church of the Holy Trinity in Vilni-
us, Lithuania in 2005. The church is now know as the Shrine of Divine Mercy. 
A subsequent painting of the Divine Mercy was created by artist, Adolf Hyla 
who gave it to the Sisters of our Lady of Mercy in Poland in thanksgiving for the 
preservation of himself and his family during World War II. The sisters placed it 
over the tomb of St. Faustina at their convent in Lagiewniki where it can still be 
seen today. It is this rendering of the Divine Mercy and other variations of the 
Hyla painting that are most well known. The image represents the graces of 
Divine Mercy poured out upon the world, especially through Baptism and the 
Eucharist. 
As Faustina gazed intently at him, then he said to her, “Paint an image according 
to the pattern you see with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You. I desire that this image 
be venerated throughout the world. By means of this image I shall grant many graces 
to souls. I want this image to be blessed on the Second Sunday after Easter: that 
Sunday is to be the Feast of Mercy.” (All Saints Press, 2019)
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Our Lenten Series was enjoyed 
by all who participated. 

ST. FAUSTINA’S MISSION
St. Faustina’s life-long dedication to God’s mercy was the 
direct result of her mystic encounter with Jesus, who 
gave her this mission. “Today I am sending you with my 
mercy to the people of the whole world. Speak to the world 
about my mercy. Let all mankind recognize my unfathomable 
mercy. Let them have recourse to the fount of my mercy. Let 
them profit from the blood and water, which gushed forth for 
them. Before I come as a just judge, I first open wide the doors 
of my mercy. One who refuses to pass through the doors of my 
mercy must pass through the doors of my justice. Mankind will 
not have peace until it turns with trust to my mercy.” 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

UNDERSTANDING OUR FAITH
Is Jesus’ resurrection a historical event?

Regarding Jesus’ resurrection, the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church a�rms that it is “a real event, with 
manifestations that were historically verified” (CCC, 
639). Given the gospel testimonies of the empty tomb 
and the appearances of Jesus to His followers, “Christ’s 
resurrection cannot be interpreted as something 
outside of the physical order, and it is impossible not to 
acknowledge it as a historical fact” (CCC, 643). The 
resurrection of Jesus is an actual event that occurred in 
history. “At the very heart of the mystery of faith, it 
transcends and surpasses history” (CCC, 647). It 
occurred at one moment in human history and yet is 
present in every time. The Risen Jesus is forever alive 
and present everywhere. The resurrection, which gives 
hope in God and in eternal life with Him, is a powerful 
force that has changed history. (Alan Schreck, Jesus: 
What Catholics Believe, Servant Books, 2012)

BECAUSE JESUS ROSE, WE WILL RISE
The ultimate glory of the resurrection is that we too shall 
share in the new life, the eternal life that Jesus won by 
conquering death. Christ’s resurrection foretells our 
own, “For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be 
brought to life” (1 Cor 15:20). Jesus not only rose from the 
dead, but He promised that we would also share in His 
resurrection. Easter is not so much a time of historical 
reflection as it is one of rejoicing in our own hope of 
resurrection. While it is true that we look to the past and 
see in Christ’s risen life new and eternal existence, we do 
so to confirm our own faith that some day we too shall 
rise from the dead. Death no longer has dominion over 
us. As the Church sings at the Easter Vigil, “This is the night 
when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death.” Those bonds 
also held us. Every time we proclaim our faith in Jesus, 

who on the third day rose again, we announce our own 
conviction that we too shall rise from the dead, break the 
bonds of death, and destroy the ultimate dominion over 
the grave. (Donald Cardinal Wuerl, Retired Archbishop of 
Washington, DC)

CATHOLIC EASTER 
TRADITIONS 
AND SYMBOLS
Among the popular Easter symbols, the lamb is by far the 
most significant of this great feast. The Easter lamb, 
representing Christ, with the flag of victory, may be seen 
in pictures and images in homes of every central and 
eastern European family. The ancient tradition of the 
Paschal Lamb also inspired among the Christians the use 
of lamb meat as a popular food at Easter time, and at the 
present time it is eaten as the main meal on Easter 
Sunday in may parts of Eastern Europe. Frequently, how-
ever, little figures of a lamb made of butter, pastry, or 
sugar have been substituted for the meat, forming Easter 
table centerpieces. 

Another popular Easter symbol is the egg. In the history 
of Christianity, the egg had bestowed upon it a religious 
interpretation, becoming a symbol of the rock tomb out 
of which Christ emerged to the new life of His Resurrec-
tion. There was in addition a very practical reason for 
making the egg a special sign of Easter joy since it used to 
be one of the foods that was forbidden in Lent. The faith-
ful from early times painted Easter eggs in di�erent 
colors, had them blessed, ate them, and gave them to 
friends as Easter gifts. 

Let us not forget the pig, which o�ers its meat as a tradi-
tional Easter dish. Eating pork on festive occasions is an 
age-old custom, handed down from pre-Christian times. 
In many parts of Europe roast pork is still the traditional 
main dish at weddings and on major feast days. At Easter, 
smoked or cooked ham has been eaten by most Europe-
an nations from ancient times, and it is the traditional 
Easter dish from coast to coast in our country. 

And finally, the Russian Easter bread (paska) is made of 
flour, sugar, raisins, eggs and milk. It is put in a mold and 
often shaped in round loaves. Sometimes, a cross and 
the letters J and C (for Jesus Christ) are imprinted on the 
loaves. This “golden bread” is eaten on Easter Sunday for 
breakfast or at the Easter dinner. Other European coun-
tries make a similar Easter bread and may be known as 
Osterlaib, Osterstollen, Mazurki, Baba, Babka, Babecska, or 
Baba Wiekanocna.

Dear brothers and sisters, Christ died and rose once for all, and for 
everyone, but the power of the Resurrection, this Passover from 
slavery to evil to the freedom of goodness, must be accomplished 
in every age, in our concrete existence, in our everyday lives. How 
many deserts, even today, do human beings need to cross! Above 
all, the desert within, when we have no love for God or neighbor, 
when we fail to realize that we are guardians for all that the Creator 
has given us and continues to give us. God’s mercy can make even 
the driest land become a garden, can restore life to dry bones. So 
this is the invitation, which I address to everyone: Let us accept the 
grace of Christ’s Resurrection! Let us be renewed by God’s mercy, 
let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power of His love to 
transform our lives too; and let us become agents of this mercy, 
channels through which God can water the earth, protect all 
creation and make justice and peace flourish.

THE DIVINE MERCY IMAGE — JESUS KING OF DIVINE MERCY
On Sunday, February 22, 1931, St. Faustina had a mystic experience of Jesus, 
clothed in a white garment with his right hand raised in blessing. His left hand 
was touching His garment near His heart, from where two large rays came 
forth, one red (symbolizing the blood which is our life) and the other pale 
(symbolizing the baptismal water that makes us Christians). In 1934, with the 
help of Fr. Michael Sopocko, the painter, Eugene Kazimierowski created the 
original Divine Mercy painting under St. Faustina’s direction. The painting, 
having miraculously survived World War II and the Soviet occupation thereaf-
ter, eventually was restored and hung in the Church of the Holy Trinity in Vilni-
us, Lithuania in 2005. The church is now know as the Shrine of Divine Mercy. 
A subsequent painting of the Divine Mercy was created by artist, Adolf Hyla 
who gave it to the Sisters of our Lady of Mercy in Poland in thanksgiving for the 
preservation of himself and his family during World War II. The sisters placed it 
over the tomb of St. Faustina at their convent in Lagiewniki where it can still be 
seen today. It is this rendering of the Divine Mercy and other variations of the 
Hyla painting that are most well known. The image represents the graces of 
Divine Mercy poured out upon the world, especially through Baptism and the 
Eucharist. 
As Faustina gazed intently at him, then he said to her, “Paint an image according 
to the pattern you see with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You. I desire that this image 
be venerated throughout the world. By means of this image I shall grant many graces 
to souls. I want this image to be blessed on the Second Sunday after Easter: that 
Sunday is to be the Feast of Mercy.” (All Saints Press, 2019)
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ST. FAUSTINA’S MISSION
St. Faustina’s life-long dedication to God’s mercy was the 
direct result of her mystic encounter with Jesus, who 
gave her this mission. “Today I am sending you with my 
mercy to the people of the whole world. Speak to the world 
about my mercy. Let all mankind recognize my unfathomable 
mercy. Let them have recourse to the fount of my mercy. Let 
them profit from the blood and water, which gushed forth for 
them. Before I come as a just judge, I first open wide the doors 
of my mercy. One who refuses to pass through the doors of my 
mercy must pass through the doors of my justice. Mankind will 
not have peace until it turns with trust to my mercy.” 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

UNDERSTANDING OUR FAITH
Is Jesus’ resurrection a historical event?

Regarding Jesus’ resurrection, the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church a�rms that it is “a real event, with 
manifestations that were historically verified” (CCC, 
639). Given the gospel testimonies of the empty tomb 
and the appearances of Jesus to His followers, “Christ’s 
resurrection cannot be interpreted as something 
outside of the physical order, and it is impossible not to 
acknowledge it as a historical fact” (CCC, 643). The 
resurrection of Jesus is an actual event that occurred in 
history. “At the very heart of the mystery of faith, it 
transcends and surpasses history” (CCC, 647). It 
occurred at one moment in human history and yet is 
present in every time. The Risen Jesus is forever alive 
and present everywhere. The resurrection, which gives 
hope in God and in eternal life with Him, is a powerful 
force that has changed history. (Alan Schreck, Jesus: 
What Catholics Believe, Servant Books, 2012)

BECAUSE JESUS ROSE, WE WILL RISE
The ultimate glory of the resurrection is that we too shall 
share in the new life, the eternal life that Jesus won by 
conquering death. Christ’s resurrection foretells our 
own, “For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be 
brought to life” (1 Cor 15:20). Jesus not only rose from the 
dead, but He promised that we would also share in His 
resurrection. Easter is not so much a time of historical 
reflection as it is one of rejoicing in our own hope of 
resurrection. While it is true that we look to the past and 
see in Christ’s risen life new and eternal existence, we do 
so to confirm our own faith that some day we too shall 
rise from the dead. Death no longer has dominion over 
us. As the Church sings at the Easter Vigil, “This is the night 
when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death.” Those bonds 
also held us. Every time we proclaim our faith in Jesus, 

who on the third day rose again, we announce our own 
conviction that we too shall rise from the dead, break the 
bonds of death, and destroy the ultimate dominion over 
the grave. (Donald Cardinal Wuerl, Retired Archbishop of 
Washington, DC)

CATHOLIC EASTER 
TRADITIONS 
AND SYMBOLS
Among the popular Easter symbols, the lamb is by far the 
most significant of this great feast. The Easter lamb, 
representing Christ, with the flag of victory, may be seen 
in pictures and images in homes of every central and 
eastern European family. The ancient tradition of the 
Paschal Lamb also inspired among the Christians the use 
of lamb meat as a popular food at Easter time, and at the 
present time it is eaten as the main meal on Easter 
Sunday in may parts of Eastern Europe. Frequently, how-
ever, little figures of a lamb made of butter, pastry, or 
sugar have been substituted for the meat, forming Easter 
table centerpieces. 

Another popular Easter symbol is the egg. In the history 
of Christianity, the egg had bestowed upon it a religious 
interpretation, becoming a symbol of the rock tomb out 
of which Christ emerged to the new life of His Resurrec-
tion. There was in addition a very practical reason for 
making the egg a special sign of Easter joy since it used to 
be one of the foods that was forbidden in Lent. The faith-
ful from early times painted Easter eggs in di�erent 
colors, had them blessed, ate them, and gave them to 
friends as Easter gifts. 

Let us not forget the pig, which o�ers its meat as a tradi-
tional Easter dish. Eating pork on festive occasions is an 
age-old custom, handed down from pre-Christian times. 
In many parts of Europe roast pork is still the traditional 
main dish at weddings and on major feast days. At Easter, 
smoked or cooked ham has been eaten by most Europe-
an nations from ancient times, and it is the traditional 
Easter dish from coast to coast in our country. 

And finally, the Russian Easter bread (paska) is made of 
flour, sugar, raisins, eggs and milk. It is put in a mold and 
often shaped in round loaves. Sometimes, a cross and 
the letters J and C (for Jesus Christ) are imprinted on the 
loaves. This “golden bread” is eaten on Easter Sunday for 
breakfast or at the Easter dinner. Other European coun-
tries make a similar Easter bread and may be known as 
Osterlaib, Osterstollen, Mazurki, Baba, Babka, Babecska, or 
Baba Wiekanocna.

Dear brothers and sisters, Christ died and rose once for all, and for 
everyone, but the power of the Resurrection, this Passover from 
slavery to evil to the freedom of goodness, must be accomplished 
in every age, in our concrete existence, in our everyday lives. How 
many deserts, even today, do human beings need to cross! Above 
all, the desert within, when we have no love for God or neighbor, 
when we fail to realize that we are guardians for all that the Creator 
has given us and continues to give us. God’s mercy can make even 
the driest land become a garden, can restore life to dry bones. So 
this is the invitation, which I address to everyone: Let us accept the 
grace of Christ’s Resurrection! Let us be renewed by God’s mercy, 
let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power of His love to 
transform our lives too; and let us become agents of this mercy, 
channels through which God can water the earth, protect all 
creation and make justice and peace flourish.

THE DIVINE MERCY IMAGE — JESUS KING OF DIVINE MERCY
On Sunday, February 22, 1931, St. Faustina had a mystic experience of Jesus, 
clothed in a white garment with his right hand raised in blessing. His left hand 
was touching His garment near His heart, from where two large rays came 
forth, one red (symbolizing the blood which is our life) and the other pale 
(symbolizing the baptismal water that makes us Christians). In 1934, with the 
help of Fr. Michael Sopocko, the painter, Eugene Kazimierowski created the 
original Divine Mercy painting under St. Faustina’s direction. The painting, 
having miraculously survived World War II and the Soviet occupation thereaf-
ter, eventually was restored and hung in the Church of the Holy Trinity in Vilni-
us, Lithuania in 2005. The church is now know as the Shrine of Divine Mercy. 
A subsequent painting of the Divine Mercy was created by artist, Adolf Hyla 
who gave it to the Sisters of our Lady of Mercy in Poland in thanksgiving for the 
preservation of himself and his family during World War II. The sisters placed it 
over the tomb of St. Faustina at their convent in Lagiewniki where it can still be 
seen today. It is this rendering of the Divine Mercy and other variations of the 
Hyla painting that are most well known. The image represents the graces of 
Divine Mercy poured out upon the world, especially through Baptism and the 
Eucharist. 
As Faustina gazed intently at him, then he said to her, “Paint an image according 
to the pattern you see with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You. I desire that this image 
be venerated throughout the world. By means of this image I shall grant many graces 
to souls. I want this image to be blessed on the Second Sunday after Easter: that 
Sunday is to be the Feast of Mercy.” (All Saints Press, 2019)
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE — Before 
the COVID-19 pandemic shut down most businesses and 
required us to stay at home as much as possible, most of 
us were able to come and go as we pleased, engage in 
recreational activities, buy whatever we needed at the 
grocery store, or go to a favorite restaurant for a meal 
whenever we wanted. The sudden stoppage of normal 
life is stressful for all and devastating for many.  

The loss of jobs, restriction of freedoms and feelings of 
helplessness are new to most of us, but many of our 
friends in need live this reality every day, with no 
immediate end in sight. Thankfully, for most of us, while 
it often seems far in the future, we know that life will 
return to normal.

As we carry the temporary cross of social distancing and 
stay-at-home orders, it is a perfect time to grow in 
empathy and pray for those who always find it hard to 
leave the house, purchase food or obtain employment.  
Through your generous donations, the St. Philip 
Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is still 
working to help our friends in need, and one of the most 
important things you can do for them is to keep them in 
your prayers.

This past week, your generous donations enabled us to 
assist a household who had an income loss due to the 
pandemic with $300 toward rent. Thank you for your 
continued support of our friends in need during this 
challenging time.  

At this time, we are only accepting monetary donations.  
Donations in the blue bins are not being picked up at 
this time. Do not place any donations in or around the 
blue bins. In addition to mailing monetary donations to 
the parish o�ce at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205, 
donations can now be made online by visiting 
https://saintphilipchurch.weshareonline.org/ws/opport
unities/SaintVincentDePaul. We would like to give our 
heartfelt thanks to the parish for allowing us to receive 
donations through its website! We will inform you as 
soon as we begin accepting other types of donations 
again.  

As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of 
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.

Ministries 
& Societies

14  |  St. Philip Catholic Parish

ST. FAUSTINA’S MISSION
St. Faustina’s life-long dedication to God’s mercy was the 
direct result of her mystic encounter with Jesus, who 
gave her this mission. “Today I am sending you with my 
mercy to the people of the whole world. Speak to the world 
about my mercy. Let all mankind recognize my unfathomable 
mercy. Let them have recourse to the fount of my mercy. Let 
them profit from the blood and water, which gushed forth for 
them. Before I come as a just judge, I first open wide the doors 
of my mercy. One who refuses to pass through the doors of my 
mercy must pass through the doors of my justice. Mankind will 
not have peace until it turns with trust to my mercy.” 
(All Saints Press, 2019)

UNDERSTANDING OUR FAITH
Is Jesus’ resurrection a historical event?

Regarding Jesus’ resurrection, the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church a�rms that it is “a real event, with 
manifestations that were historically verified” (CCC, 
639). Given the gospel testimonies of the empty tomb 
and the appearances of Jesus to His followers, “Christ’s 
resurrection cannot be interpreted as something 
outside of the physical order, and it is impossible not to 
acknowledge it as a historical fact” (CCC, 643). The 
resurrection of Jesus is an actual event that occurred in 
history. “At the very heart of the mystery of faith, it 
transcends and surpasses history” (CCC, 647). It 
occurred at one moment in human history and yet is 
present in every time. The Risen Jesus is forever alive 
and present everywhere. The resurrection, which gives 
hope in God and in eternal life with Him, is a powerful 
force that has changed history. (Alan Schreck, Jesus: 
What Catholics Believe, Servant Books, 2012)

BECAUSE JESUS ROSE, WE WILL RISE
The ultimate glory of the resurrection is that we too shall 
share in the new life, the eternal life that Jesus won by 
conquering death. Christ’s resurrection foretells our 
own, “For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be 
brought to life” (1 Cor 15:20). Jesus not only rose from the 
dead, but He promised that we would also share in His 
resurrection. Easter is not so much a time of historical 
reflection as it is one of rejoicing in our own hope of 
resurrection. While it is true that we look to the past and 
see in Christ’s risen life new and eternal existence, we do 
so to confirm our own faith that some day we too shall 
rise from the dead. Death no longer has dominion over 
us. As the Church sings at the Easter Vigil, “This is the night 
when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death.” Those bonds 
also held us. Every time we proclaim our faith in Jesus, 

who on the third day rose again, we announce our own 
conviction that we too shall rise from the dead, break the 
bonds of death, and destroy the ultimate dominion over 
the grave. (Donald Cardinal Wuerl, Retired Archbishop of 
Washington, DC)

CATHOLIC EASTER 
TRADITIONS 
AND SYMBOLS
Among the popular Easter symbols, the lamb is by far the 
most significant of this great feast. The Easter lamb, 
representing Christ, with the flag of victory, may be seen 
in pictures and images in homes of every central and 
eastern European family. The ancient tradition of the 
Paschal Lamb also inspired among the Christians the use 
of lamb meat as a popular food at Easter time, and at the 
present time it is eaten as the main meal on Easter 
Sunday in may parts of Eastern Europe. Frequently, how-
ever, little figures of a lamb made of butter, pastry, or 
sugar have been substituted for the meat, forming Easter 
table centerpieces. 

Another popular Easter symbol is the egg. In the history 
of Christianity, the egg had bestowed upon it a religious 
interpretation, becoming a symbol of the rock tomb out 
of which Christ emerged to the new life of His Resurrec-
tion. There was in addition a very practical reason for 
making the egg a special sign of Easter joy since it used to 
be one of the foods that was forbidden in Lent. The faith-
ful from early times painted Easter eggs in di�erent 
colors, had them blessed, ate them, and gave them to 
friends as Easter gifts. 

Let us not forget the pig, which o�ers its meat as a tradi-
tional Easter dish. Eating pork on festive occasions is an 
age-old custom, handed down from pre-Christian times. 
In many parts of Europe roast pork is still the traditional 
main dish at weddings and on major feast days. At Easter, 
smoked or cooked ham has been eaten by most Europe-
an nations from ancient times, and it is the traditional 
Easter dish from coast to coast in our country. 

And finally, the Russian Easter bread (paska) is made of 
flour, sugar, raisins, eggs and milk. It is put in a mold and 
often shaped in round loaves. Sometimes, a cross and 
the letters J and C (for Jesus Christ) are imprinted on the 
loaves. This “golden bread” is eaten on Easter Sunday for 
breakfast or at the Easter dinner. Other European coun-
tries make a similar Easter bread and may be known as 
Osterlaib, Osterstollen, Mazurki, Baba, Babka, Babecska, or 
Baba Wiekanocna.

Dear brothers and sisters, Christ died and rose once for all, and for 
everyone, but the power of the Resurrection, this Passover from 
slavery to evil to the freedom of goodness, must be accomplished 
in every age, in our concrete existence, in our everyday lives. How 
many deserts, even today, do human beings need to cross! Above 
all, the desert within, when we have no love for God or neighbor, 
when we fail to realize that we are guardians for all that the Creator 
has given us and continues to give us. God’s mercy can make even 
the driest land become a garden, can restore life to dry bones. So 
this is the invitation, which I address to everyone: Let us accept the 
grace of Christ’s Resurrection! Let us be renewed by God’s mercy, 
let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power of His love to 
transform our lives too; and let us become agents of this mercy, 
channels through which God can water the earth, protect all 
creation and make justice and peace flourish.

THE DIVINE MERCY IMAGE — JESUS KING OF DIVINE MERCY
On Sunday, February 22, 1931, St. Faustina had a mystic experience of Jesus, 
clothed in a white garment with his right hand raised in blessing. His left hand 
was touching His garment near His heart, from where two large rays came 
forth, one red (symbolizing the blood which is our life) and the other pale 
(symbolizing the baptismal water that makes us Christians). In 1934, with the 
help of Fr. Michael Sopocko, the painter, Eugene Kazimierowski created the 
original Divine Mercy painting under St. Faustina’s direction. The painting, 
having miraculously survived World War II and the Soviet occupation thereaf-
ter, eventually was restored and hung in the Church of the Holy Trinity in Vilni-
us, Lithuania in 2005. The church is now know as the Shrine of Divine Mercy. 
A subsequent painting of the Divine Mercy was created by artist, Adolf Hyla 
who gave it to the Sisters of our Lady of Mercy in Poland in thanksgiving for the 
preservation of himself and his family during World War II. The sisters placed it 
over the tomb of St. Faustina at their convent in Lagiewniki where it can still be 
seen today. It is this rendering of the Divine Mercy and other variations of the 
Hyla painting that are most well known. The image represents the graces of 
Divine Mercy poured out upon the world, especially through Baptism and the 
Eucharist. 
As Faustina gazed intently at him, then he said to her, “Paint an image according 
to the pattern you see with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You. I desire that this image 
be venerated throughout the world. By means of this image I shall grant many graces 
to souls. I want this image to be blessed on the Second Sunday after Easter: that 
Sunday is to be the Feast of Mercy.” (All Saints Press, 2019)
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JIM & LOU TORCASI
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Windows • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
 922-0543 922-8044Parishioners

 COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh
 412-921-4504 Pharmacy 921-7250

 THORNWOOD VETERINARY HOSPITAL
 (1/4 mile west of the Thornburg Bridge)
 RAYMOND J. SCHUERGER, D.V.M.
 (412) 921-1474 • 4211 Steubenville Pike • Pittsburgh

 (412) 928-2757
 www.olandertree.com
 TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
 GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
 STUMP GRINDING
Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

HERSHBERGER
STOVER INC
FUNERAL HOME

CREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213
170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FD

 A Veteran Owned
 Funeral Home

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
Driveways • Basement Floors

Steps • Sidewalks • etc.
Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway

Stone • Retaining walls • Licensed and Insured
(412) 921-5685

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

www.westhillslaw.com

West Hills Law
412-329-6959

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
 • DUI
 • Personal Injury
 • Estate Planning
 • Estate Administration
 5021 Noblestown Rd.
 Oakdale, PA

“CALL THE DOCTOR”
D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers

(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.
State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs
4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service

email: schuler293@comcast.com website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

45 Years of Quality Service

Compliments
 of an

Anonymous 
Donor

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
No job too big or too small! We do 

kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't be fooled" p a  l aw  a l l o w s  You t o  Choose your repair shop

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

free
estiMates
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 GOOD ORTHODONTICS
 Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
 Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.
 “We shall never know all
 the good that a simple
 smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
 Washington Pleasant Hills Mt. Lebanon
 724-225-1114 412-655-4660 412-344-4663

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso 
412.431.0500
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www.galassorealestate.com
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Management Services for Your Investment
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WOLBERT
AUTO BODY & REPAIR

– Family Business –
Serving the community

for over 40 years
 Pennsylvania
 State Inspection
 24-Hour
 Emergency Towing

 922-8898
47 East Crafton Ave.

 Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
 4245 Steubenville Pike
 Pittsburgh, PA 15205

 (412) 922-2171

CRAFTON
SERVICE CENTER

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-922-6265
328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE

Family Owned Since 1959 
 We do PA State Inspections
 and general auto repairs.
 Bus stops at door.

3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309
www.schneidersauto.com

 BRUNI PLUMBING, INC
 Thomas Bruni
 Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified
412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.
 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705
 John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral Director • Anthony G. Staab, Supervisor

Family Owned
Since 1886

 William F. Conroy PatriCk m. mCGoWan
 Funeral Director/Supervisor Funeral Director

Pre-PlanninG • traditional & Cremation ServiCeS

2944 Chartiers Avenue   Phone: 412-331-5192
www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com

 ~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

 Charles H. Sakai
 Family Dentistry

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411

(412) 596-4346

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–

GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road

(412) 771-4151 McKees Rocks

 Murphy s Family Dentistry
 Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.
 412-331-6712 
 2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber Shop
Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner

412-458-5357
3 W. Prospect Ave. 

(across from Ingram Busway)

PAINTING
Interior - Exterior 
35 years experience

(412) 403-2099
Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner

License: PA133887

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc. 
b. david mcdermott, supervisor / parishioner       412.921.3661  165 noble ave., crafton pa 15205 

 

www.schepnermcdermott.com
Accepting insurance assignments and most major credit cards.Caring Since 1886 

CREMATION OPTIONS
Financing Available
(subject to credit approval)

CRAFTONIAN HALL 
ON PREMISES

Memorial Lunches & All Occasions

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 Family Owned & Operated
 Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700
4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~
APPLIANCE

SERVICE CENTER
tOver 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

“The Appliance Experts”
WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

Flowers For 
All Occasions

600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100
www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

“Do It Right Call”

PAVE-RITE
(412) 264-8404

JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT 
jackand@paverite.net

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA 

150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: 412-257-1779 

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978
www.XtremeTruck.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313
www.bridgevilleappliance.com


