St. Philip
Catholic Parish
Crafton, Pennsylvania | Established 1839

Week of April 26, 2020
PASTORAL STAFF
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday–Friday 8:30am to 3:00pm
Rev. John B. Gizler, III, Pastor
Rev. John E. Forbidussi, Parochial Vicar
Dr. Brian Dougherty, St. Philip School Principal
Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Dir. of Religious Education
Ms. Mary Beth Barsh, Music Director
Ms. Dorothy Mancini, Assistant Organist
Ms. Dorothy Kraemer, Office Manager
Ms. Ursula Eberle, Business Coordinator
Ms. Maureen Takach, Administrative Assistant
& Safe Environment Coordinator
Ms. Linda Bey, Religious Education Secretary
Ms. Michele O’Toole, School Secretary
Ms. Chris Archacki, Maintenance
Mr. Richard Hufnagel, Maintenance
Mr. Brian Cox, Maintenance
Ms. Nancy Mehal, Housekeeping

PRIEST IN RESIDENCE
Rev. Joseph Scheib, St. Philip Rectory

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Robert Bertocchi, Frank Bey, Judi Cagley,
Patricia Cygrymus, Barbara Hendrick,
Joseph Hoover, Dolores Leone, Martin Matko,
Patricia McDermott (Co-Chair), Katie Phillips,
David Pilarski (Co-Chair), Mary Schubert
and Richard Schubert.

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL
Benjamin Bannon, Thomas Hipkiss,
Joseph Hoover, Joseph Rynn, Gary Urbatis

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205
parishoffice@saintphilipchurch.org
St. Philip Office
(412) 922-6300
St. Philip School
(412) 928-2742
St. Philip CCD Office
(412) 922-6388
Society of SVdeP
(412) 444-8140

Download the bulletin at www.parishesonline.com
St. Philip Church
50 West Crafton Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Ascension Worship Site
114 Berry Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

St. Philip School
52 West Crafton Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
www.spsangelway.org

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS: Should be submitted to maureen@saintphilipchurch.org
no later than 12:00pm on Friday to be included in the following week’s bulletin.

MASS SCHEDULE

Masses are held at St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship Site
LOCATION

TIME

MASS INTENTION

OFFERED BY

SATURDAY, APRIL 25 — SAINT MARK, EVANGELIST

CONFESSION
Offered Saturdays from 12:15pm to
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: A seminar is required for
first-time parents. Baptisms are
celebrated on the first and third
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension
Worship Site. Please call the Religious
Education Office at 412-922-6388 for
more information.
Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted
six months in advance of wedding.
Participation in Pre-Cana Program
required. Please contact the Parish
Priests for more information.
Anointing of the Sick: Following a
weekend Mass and on the last
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at
Ascension Worship Site.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA): Call the Office of Religious
Education for more information.
Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the
Parish Priests for more information.
Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a
person who has been hurt by abuse from
clergy or others associated with the Church,
the Diocese of Pittsburgh offers assistance
with counseling, spiritual direction and
referrals to other supportive services.
For information, contact our Diocesan Victim
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.
Protecting God’s Children —
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235
CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse
Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.
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Ascension

8:00am

Claire Megyesy

Family

St. Philip

4:00pm (V)

Moses & Denk Families

Evelyn Moses

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

John Lach

Sisters & Brothers

SUNDAY, APRIL 26 — THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
St. Philip

7:00am

Frances LoCastro

Frank LoCastro

Ascension

9:30am

Betty Zug

Barry, Linda & Garrett

St. Philip

11:00am

Dr. Joanne Oleck

Husband, Mike

MONDAY, APRIL 27 — EASTER WEEKDAY
St. Philip

8:00am

Theresa & Stanley Jakiel

Daughter, Kathleen Badish

TUESDAY, APRIL 28 — EASTER WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Art & Peter Dobbins

Meyers Family

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29 — SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA, VIRGIN AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
St. Philip

8:00am

Charlene Rusnak

Mary Ann Geinzer

THURSDAY, APRIL 30 — EASTER WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Living & Deceased Members of Saint Philip Parish

FRIDAY, MAY 1 — EASTER WEEKDAY
St. Philip

8:00am

Bernie Marino

Cindy Citriniti

SATURDAY, MAY 2 — SAINT ATHANASIUS, BISHOP AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Ascension

8:00am

Charles & Maxine Skubal

Granddaughter & Family

St. Philip

4:00pm (V)

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Jordan

Bob & Carol Jordan

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Regis Kormick

Wife, Marcy Kormick

SUNDAY, MAY 3 — FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
St. Philip

7:00am

Daniel, Rose Marie &

Brannan Family

Ascension

9:30am

Don Moody

St. Philip

11:00am

Mary & Christopher Sprowls Family

Donald Brannan
Ed & Jean Harkins

CANCELLATION OF DAILY AND SUNDAY MASSES
Even though the celebration of public Masses in the Diocese of Pittsburgh have been
cancelled as per the directive of Bishop David Zubik, Fr. John Gizler, Fr. Jack
Forbidussi and Fr. Joseph Scheib will still celebrate Masses in private at St. Philip
Parish. This will satisfy the intentions which you have scheduled for your loved
ones and friends.
Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

From
Pastor’s
Desk

But finally the moment comes, as it inevitably does,
when they are confronted with the reality of Christ present in our lives and the true nature of His mission. They
did, the reading says, recognize Him. We, too, are travelers, just as were the two in the Gospel. And so many
times we, too, make that journey full of plans and expectations that don’t work out. We, too, are sometimes
disappointed, disillusioned on our journey. But just as
they were we, too, are called to recognize the companOn The Road to Emmaus One of the most common scripionship of Christ on the journey and to realize that in the
tural images that is used to represent all of life, really, but
light of that companionship our own misdirections and
most particularly the spiritual life, the life
misunderstandings don’t really mean very
of grace, is the image of a journey. And it is
much. No journey made in the company of
an appropriate one, really, to go on a
Christ can ever possibly be a failure, even if
Cast yourself into
journey means to make a move. It means to
we end up far from where we expected to
the arms of God and be when we set out. As long as we end up
leave something behind and set out for
something else…something that may be
be very sure that if He where He calls us to be, the journey is
unfamiliar, may be uncertain, may even be
worthwhile. (Fr. John Sandell)
wants anything of
frightening. But the only way to get there,
the only way to eliminate the uncertainty
Prayerful Ponderings
you, He will fit you
and the fear, is to make the move. And that
1. In the Acts of the Apostles, for the first
for the work and give
should be a familiar image, really. We are so
time Peter stands before a crowd to
often called to move out, to change our
proclaim the resurrection of Jesus, the
you strength.
attitudes, our values, our ideas. That, after
Nazorean. Where do you find strength
all, is what it means to grow. And just as a
and courage when something new is
- St. Philip Neri
journey that is not marked by movement
required of you?
can never be successful, so neither can a life
that is not marked by growth. Truly, in every dimension
2. On the road to Emmaus we are told that Jesus “drew
of our lives, we have only two choices. Either we grow or
near and walked” with the disciples. In the life of
something in us dies.
discipleship, how do you perceive Jesus as walking
alongside you?
In today’s Gospel (Luke 24:13-35), the travelers on the
road to Emmaus must have been two very sad, disillu3. The disciples describe their interaction with Jesus as
sioned men. And then, as they go along, they are joined
one that caused their hearts to burn within them.
by a stranger. Naturally enough they begin to talk to Him
What spiritual practices bring you closer to Jesus?
about what is on their mind. At first it seems as though
the conversation just isn’t going anywhere. It seems as
though the stranger doesn’t understand them, nothing
He says helps much at all. But finally, little by little,
conversation becomes communication, and if nothing
else, they become interested. And it is really at this point,
Lord, how easily I forget. Help me to remember what
as they end their physical journey, that they begin their
you have done for me in Christ. Help me to remember
spiritual, emotional journey. They begin to go through
the means of grace you offer me through your Church.
the painful process of leaving behind an old misunderWake me to the wonder of Your well-fashioned world.
standing and opening themselves to the newness of
Lord, how often I plod along with the eyes of my soul
truth. I say they begin here. And begin is all that it is. They
either shut or downcast, indifferent to the needs of
were interested, they were willing to talk a little bit about
those around me. Give me eyes of compassion to see
growth. But talk is all, so far.
others as You would Yourself. Amen.

the

“

”

A Prayer for the

Third Sunday of Easter
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Treasures From Our Tradition “Mystagogy,” reflection on the Easter
mysteries, is the chief task of these great fifty days, a “Pentecost,” in other
words, of grace and renewal. Every Sunday we have accounts of resurrection appearances of the Lord, and sketches of the earliest efforts at
being Church. Lent is described as a journey to the font, and Easter may
be described in similar terms, since at the very beginning an angel tells
the apostles that the Risen Lord “has gone before you into Galilee.”
Galilee, of course, was the place where Jesus did His finest work, His
preaching, His healing, His gathering the lost and the marginalized to the
table. At Easter, we hurry to catch up, putting our renewed baptismal
promises to work in our own personal Galilees, our little worlds waiting
for a word of grace, a healing, an act of pardon, an invitation to share a
meal. The water often splashed on our Sunday assemblies in Eastertide
remind us: these are the golden shining days of grace, days to nurture
the heart, to speak to one another about things that really matter.
(Rev. James Field)
This past week, our Lord called Norma Hammer, one of our former parish
office employees, home to Heaven. Norma worked as secretary at the former
Guardian Angels Parish and West End Catholic Community prior to our merger
in 2016. She was also the longtime secretary at the former Elizabeth Seton
School and former St. Martin School. She was one of the kindest and most
humble people I have ever known. Everyone who knew her loved her and she
will be greatly missed. May she rest in the peace of Christ and may her family
know God’s peace as they mourn the loss of their beloved mother. We will never
forget you, Norma!
Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
ALL THOSE AFFECTED
BY THE CORONAVIRUS
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

Compassionate and Loving Father,
In the face of confusion and concern
impart to us the calm of Your presence.
In You allow us to find hope and healing.
Be with those who serve the sick and
give them Your caring hands.
Be with those who lead and give them
Your spirit of wisdom.

“You are rewarded not
according to your
work or your time
but according to the
measure of your love.”

Be with those who have fallen ill and
give them Your comforting heart.
Wrap Your arms around our world
and hold us in Your love.
Allow us at this time of trial to then
serve as instruments of that love
to all we meet.
We ask this in Your Name.
Amen.
St. Philip Catholic Parish | 5

Parish
News
PARISH SUPPORT

We are grateful for your continued support!
Until weekly Masses resume, you may mail your
weekly offering to the Parish Office at 114 Berry
Street, Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it off in the mail
box located outside the main office door. St. Philip
Parish now offers the option for ONLINE GIVING.
Please see the information in today’s bulletin.
Recently our parishioners have received
emails and texts claiming to be from Fr. John
asking for gift cards.

PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED
Due to the current health crisis the Parish Offices
will be closed for all ordinary parish business.
However, in case of emergency, please call the
parish at 412-922-6300 and the answering service
will contact one of the priests.
ANNUAL HOLY LAND COLLECTION FOR
2020 POSTPONED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 13
The current COVID-19 pandemic concerns many
countries and in many of them preventive measures precluded the normal community celebration
of Holy Week. The Christian communities in the
Holy Land, also exposed to the risk of contagion
and living in context already full of serious suffer6 | Third Sunday of Easter

This is a scam! If you receive an email or text
from someone who claims to be your priest
asking for gift cards or money: Do not
respond. Do not click on anything in the
email. Call the parish office immediately to
report it. Anyone who has given money or gift
cards in response to such a request should call
the police. Your clergy will never make an
urgent request for money or gift cards via
email or text. If you wonder whether a parish
request for giving is legitimate, call your
parish office to ask.

ing, benefit every year from the generosity of the
faithful from all over the world. This solidarity
enables them to continue their evangelical presence, in addition to maintaining schools and social
structures that assist all citizens with healthcare,
education and peaceful coexistence, attending to
the weakest and poorest.
For this reason, Pope Francis has approved the proposal
that the Collection for the Holy Land for year 2020 take
place on Sunday, September 13, near the feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross.

SEEKING MARRIAGE IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH?
For information regarding the process leading to the Sacrament of
Matrimony, each engaged couple must complete an initial intake
meeting with one of the parish priests prior to the selection of a
wedding date. Weddings at St. Philip Parish may be celebrated on
Friday evenings at 5:00pm or Saturdays at 2:00pm.
CHOOSING GODPARENTS
When choosing Godparents for your child’s baptism, please note
the following requirements as per the Diocese of Pittsburgh:

Rest in Peace

We offer our sympathy to the
families of Norma Hammer and
Lindalee Demeo who entered into
eternal life. Please keep them in
your prayers.

1. Must be at least sixteen years of age;
2. Must be a practicing Catholic who has been baptized and
confirmed;
3. Must be in a valid Christian marriage;
4. Must not be the father or mother of the child.
All Godparents must obtain a sponsor certificate or letter of eligibility from their parish. A baptized person who belongs to a
non-Catholic ecclesial community may be asked to serve, not as a
Godparent but as a Christian Witness, as long as a Catholic Godparent is also present.
Catholics who have abandoned the Catholic Faith are not eligible
to act as Godparent.

Living thePASCHAL MYSTERY
After Easter, the disciples come to know Jesus in the breaking of
the bread. He is present among his followers as He was prior to
His death and resurrection, but now, He is present in a new way.
Of course, as Catholics, we see this clearly in the Eucharist, when
we take bread, bless it, break it, and give it. The bread broken is
Christ himself. He is our nourishment both spiritually and
physically, metaphorically and actually. When we participate in
the Eucharist, we call to mind His passion,
death, and resurrection. We consume Him
who is the Bread of Life. When we want
to know Jesus, we experience the Eucharist
not merely by gazing at it, but by consuming
it – for it is real food. In this way, we not
only live but share in and become
the paschal mystery.
(Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Sanctuary

Lamp

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns
In Loving Memory of Frances LoCastro
Offered by Frank LoCastro
This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension
burns In Honor of James & Adele Perry
Offered by Perry Family

ADVERTISER
of the Week
OLANDER TREE & LANDSCAPE
Thank you for helping to underwrite the
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.

Week of April 26, 2020
| 77
Page
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A community where we are family
and we share our many gifts generously
Dear Parish Family,
I am pleased to inform you that you are now able to share your financial gifts to support our
parish …ONLINE. We have been working very hard behind the scenes as a parish staff to bring this
exciting new program to our parish. Being able to give online makes donating simple and easy,
while at the same time keeping the process safe and secure. We believe that by offering online
giving, we will be able to engage more of our parish families to join us in supporting the important
work we have been called to do together.
It’s very simple to set up a one-time or recurring donation, and allocate the amounts of your choice
to any of our different collections. Once you start to use it, you will be able to view your complete,
accurate financial records at any time during the year. Those of you who wish to continue using
traditional methods of offering may do so, however, I am personally asking that you prayerfully
consider switching to giving your gifts online. Your choice to give online will help our parish to be
better stewards of our Time, Treasure and Talent.
Take the time to read through the next few pages to learn about the benefits of online giving for
both you and our parish. If you have any questions about the program or need help setting up
your account, please don’t hesitate to call the parish office. Please prayerfully consider giving to
our parish community online as it does benefit our parish in many important ways. I am looking
forward to growing our parish community together.
Let’s begin this journey of faith together,
PASTOR JOHN B. GIZLER III,

Fr. John B. Gizler III,
1

Please prayerfully consider giving to our
parish community online as it does benefit
our parish in many important ways.
Why Should You (Prayerfully) Consider Switching To Giving Online?

1

You can share your gifts… Any way you want to. When you want to.
Where you want to.

2

Leave your checkbook at home. Set up your recurring gift using a credit
card, checking or savings account.

3

Your funds are protected. Your donations are automatically transferred
to our parish so it’s safer and more secure.

4

Support our parish consistently, even if you are unable to attend Mass.

5

Give on-the-go! Access the site from your mobile phone or tablet.

Does Online Giving Really Benefit Our Parish? Yes It Does!
Less time required to process collections No more manual entries so
office staff will be able to process data efficiently.
Predictable contributions More predictable cash flow helping us plan our
ministries better.
Automatic record keeping. Online donation summaries for better more
accurate and efficient records.
Accommodates special collections/missions – Making it easier for
everyone to participate in the ministry of our parish.

2

SIGN UP TO GIVE

ONLINE
HOW TO CREATE YOUR ONLINE GIVING ACCOUNT

It’s as easy as 1 2 3 to create your account online right on our parish website.

1

Visit www.saintphilipchurch.org and click Give Online.

2

Click on the collection you wish to donate to.

3

Click Recurring Donation, enter your donation amount
and frequency.

It’s that easy! Your account will be created & you can start giving online.

Questions? Please contact (412) 921-1230.

3

Frequently Asked Questions
Q. Is giving online safe?
A. Yes. We implement the safest security
standards for online transactions and
your privacy is protected at all times.
It is actually more secure than writing
checks or bringing cash to church. Online
contributions cannot be lost, stolen, or
destroyed and have an extremely high
rate of accuracy.
Q. Which payment methods are
accepted?
A. You have many options. Contributions
from checking accounts, savings accounts,
debit cards, and major credit cards (Visa,
MasterCard, Discover, and American
Express) are all accepted.
Q. When will my account(s) be
debited?
A. The choice is yours. When you enroll
in our online program you can choose
to have donations processed Weekly,
Monthly, Semimonthly, Quarterly,
Semiannually, or Annually.
Q. What will my credit card
statement say?
A. The name of our parish will appear on
your bank or credit card statement.
Q. Can any additional funds be taken
from my account other than what I
have authorized?
A. Absolutely not! Only the amount you
authorized to give the church is taken.
You are the only one that can change the
amount of money that may be processed.
You will also receive email reminders 2
days before your recurring transaction is
set to occur so there will be no surprises.

4

Q. What if I need to stop, increase, or
decrease my donation?
A. You can make changes to your account
at any time by logging into your account
online 24/7 or by calling the parish office.
Q. What if I change bank accounts or
get a new debit or credit card?
A. Log in to your account online. You can
log in to your account online at any time to
update your payment source information.
Q. Will I receive receipts for my
donations?
A. Yes. All parishioners enrolled in online
giving will receive receipts via email.
Q. What if I feel uncomfortable not
having something to physically drop
into the collection basket?
A. Don’t worry! You can print donation
slips that can be placed into the collection
basket as a visible sign of your electronic
donations. These slips can be personalized
with your Name and Church ID.
Q. How do I sign up to start donating
online?
A. Visit www.saintphilipchurch.org
Click Give Online or call the parish office
for more information.

FAITHFULLY CONSIDER GIVING
TO OUR PARISH ONLINE
Set up your account today!

Third Sunday of Easter | 9

St. Philip
School
News

Search

Saint Philip Parish Crafton
Friday at 8:00 AM

JOIN US FOR MASS ONLINE! Visit our facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintPhilipParishCrafton/live_videos

GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the May GRACE program may be made by
placing your request in the collection basket or sending
it to the school office at 52 West Crafton Avenue,
Pittsburgh 15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May
GRACE program on May 1, which will include our May
Crowning ceremony and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is
April 29. Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly
benefits the school.
The SPS Virtual School News – Week 4
This was a short week because of the Easter holiday but
our virtual learning continues.
• We attended School Mass on Friday and also took a
virtual field trip to Madrid, Spain courtesy of Spanish
teacher, Patrick Baker. Mr. Baker studied and taught
English in Madrid making him the perfect guide for
the trip. We saw palaces, parks, shops and homes as
well as many public buildings and plazas. The
pictures were amazing!
• Birthdays go on and Ryan Jula celebrated this week
online and his Dad was the mystery reader for the
day.

Liked by St. Philip Parish and 291 others

Like

Comment

Virtual Trip to Spain.

• Mrs. Pilarski’s 3rd graders were busy turning fairy tales
into poems. They posted their work online – here’s a
sample:

Cinderella
by Lucy Wrabley
Cinderella was so pretty,
her stepsisters so petty.
She worked so hard,
I don’t know if she worked in the yard.
She went to the ball,
her slipper did fall.
She met a fine prince,
and soon there was a kiss.
10 | Week of April 26, 2020

Birthday boy, Ryan Jula, with his dad.

55 comments

Share

Alumni
CORNER

Congratulations to St. Philip alumna, Maeve
Callahan who has been named the 2020-2021
Northeast Region Area 4 Venturing Officers’
Association President. Maeve most recently
served as the NER A4 VOA’s Marketing Officer
and President of her hometown Crew 638.
President of her 2019 World Scout Jamboree
Contingent Northeast Region USA 140, Maeve
received the Venturing and Discovery
Awards and holds the distinction of being
the first female member of her OA lodge and
her council. Maeve will take a gap year after
graduating from Oakland Catholic this June
and will attend college in the Fall of 2021 to
study journalism and environmental studies.

St. Philip Alumna Maeve Callahan.

St. Philip Catholic Parish | 11

Resurrection
PONDERING THE

St. Paul was emphatic, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is in
vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14). All the Gospels give witness to the resurrection. A note of historical authenticity in these Gospel accounts is
the initial discovery of the empty tomb by women disciples.
Women were considered unreliable witnesses in the ancient world
and if the account were fictional, they would never have appeared
as the initial witnesses. The Gospels also describe the initial disbelief of the Apostles, most notably that of St. Thomas who insisted
on touching the scars of the crucifixion on Jesus’ body (John
20:24-29). The resurrection was not the product of wishful thinking on the part of the Apostles but the convincing witness of the
risen Lord that transformed their fear and doubt to a courageous
faith that lead most of them to their deaths as martyrs. The resurrection was much more than a spiritual vision of Jesus’ soul. His
body as raised leaving behind an empty tomb. The very words
used for this event, the Greek words were translated as “raised” and
“resurrection,” imply bodily resurrection. In addition to the
appearances to the women disciples, to Peter and the Apostles,
and to other disciples described in the Gospels, St. Paul recorded
Christ’s appearance to more than five hundred disciples gathered
in one place. Most of these, he added, were still alive when he
wrote, and we may surmise that some of these were possibly
known to the Corinthians to whom Paul wrote. The resurrection of
Jesus from the dead is a historical event, witnessed by the empty
tomb and the appearance of the risen Lord. The birth and continuing existence of the Church and the witnesses of her saints, martyrs, and her many faithful members down through the ages
provide an ongoing testimony that Christ is risen, alive, and transforming the lives of those who receive Him. “Without having seen
Him we love Him, though we do not now see Him, we believe in
Him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy” (1 Peter 1:8).
(Jesus 101: God and Man, Dr. John L. Gresham, Ligouri, 2010)
Our Lenten Series was enjoyed
by all who participated.
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Eucharist

THE

CENTRALITY OF THE

Jesus didn’t leave us a lot of rituals. He left us His Word and He left
us one ritual, the Eucharist. He refers to other rituals such as baptism, and other parts of the Christian scriptures refer to the laying
on of hands, to the confessing of sins, and to various kinds of
anointing with oil, but Jesus, Himself, left us only his Word and the
Eucharist. And it is around these two things, the Word and the
Eucharist, that we form community; from these we create Church.
Historically Roman Catholics and Protestants have differed as to
which of these have the priority. In classical Protestant theology
and practice, the Word is central; it is what first and foremost draws
us into community. In Roman Catholicism, the Eucharist is given
priority and the Word and all the other sacraments are ultimately in
support of the Eucharist. In a vast oversimplification, it might be
said that Roman Catholics form Church around the Eucharist, while
seeing the Word as a necessary prelude to and supplement to the
Eucharist. St. Augustine, perhaps the most influential Christian
theologian of all time, puts it this way: Jesus didn’t leave us the
Church and from the Church we derive the Eucharist; rather, for
him, Jesus left us the Eucharist and from the Eucharist we derive the
Church. The Church is in service of the Eucharist, not vice versa.
Heaven will be a banquet table. The Eucharist is already that table.
Because of this, we firmly believe as Roman Catholics that the
Eucharist is the source and the summit of all Christian life.
(Fr. Ronald Rolheiser)
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Ministries
& Societies
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE
With so many people out of work, the government has
stepped in and put protections into place to prevent you
from losing your home or utility service during this
unprecedented time. It is important that you understand your rights now and what will happen when
things go back to normal.
The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission has
ordered that utility service cannot be terminated as long
as the governor’s disaster declaration is in place. We do
not know how long the disaster declaration will last, so
we also do not know how long there is a moratorium on
shutoffs. Also, some local utility companies voluntarily
restored service to those who had been shut off before
the pandemic.
An Order by the President Judge of the Common Pleas
Court of Allegheny County has put a hold on all
evictions until May 8, but that date has already been
extended once and could be extended again. Another
Order from Common Pleas Court postponed all of the
sheriff’s sales scheduled for May 4 to July 6. Therefore,
the first possible sheriff’s sale date is June 1, but those
sales could also be postponed depending on how the
situation evolves. Also, some banks have signed up for
the PA Care Package, a program in which banks voluntarily agree to delay certain collection actions from 60 to
90 days.
These delays in shutoffs, evictions, sheriff’s sales and
other collection actions provide much-needed breathing
room for those who have been financially impacted by
COVID-19. However, these delays do not mean that any
of the debt is forgiven. When the delays end, people will
be expected to get caught up on their debts. Hopefully,
utility companies, banks and landlords will be understanding and will be willing to work out payment plans
to help people get caught up, but that is no guarantee.
14 | St. Philip Catholic Parish

It is imperative that people not view this as a vacation
from their bills. If you are falling behind in a bill, reach
out to the creditor and try to work out payment arrangements. If you get a stimulus check, consider putting it
toward bills if you do not have enough income coming
in to cover them. While the St. Philip Conference of the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul has been receiving
relatively few requests for financial assistance in the past
two weeks, we expect that to change very quickly once
these moratoriums are lifted. If, despite your best
efforts, you need help with your bills, please feel free to
reach out to us.
At this time, we are only accepting monetary donations.
Donations in the blue bins are not being picked up at
this time. Do not place any donations in or around the
blue bins. Please hold your donations at home until
pickups resume! In addition to mailing monetary donations to the parish office at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh,
PA 15205, donations can now be made online by visiting
https://saintphilipchurch.weshareonline.org/ws/
opportunities/SaintVincentDePaul. We will inform you
as soon as we begin accepting other types of donations
again.
As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.
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