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On The Road to Emmaus One of the most common scrip-
tural images that is used to represent all of life, really, but 
most particularly the spiritual life, the life 
of grace, is the image of a journey.  And it is 
an appropriate one, really, to go on a 
journey means to make a move. It means to 
leave something behind and set out for 
something else…something that may be 
unfamiliar, may be uncertain, may even be 
frightening. But the only way to get there, 
the only way to eliminate the uncertainty 
and the fear, is to make the move. And that 
should be a familiar image, really. We are so 
often called to move out, to change our 
attitudes, our values, our ideas. That, after 
all, is what it means to grow. And just as a 
journey that is not marked by movement 
can never be successful, so neither can a life 
that is not marked by growth. Truly, in every dimension 
of our lives, we have only two choices. Either we grow or 
something in us dies. 

In today’s Gospel (Luke 24:13-35), the travelers on the 
road to Emmaus must have been two very sad, disillu-
sioned men. And then, as they go along, they are joined 
by a stranger. Naturally enough they begin to talk to Him 
about what is on their mind. At first it seems as though 
the conversation just isn’t going anywhere. It seems as 
though the stranger doesn’t understand them, nothing 
He says helps much at all. But finally, little by little, 
conversation becomes communication, and if nothing 
else, they become interested. And it is really at this point, 
as they end their physical journey, that they begin their 
spiritual, emotional journey. They begin to go through 
the painful process of leaving behind an old misunder-
standing and opening themselves to the newness of 
truth. I say they begin here. And begin is all that it is. They 
were interested, they were willing to talk a little bit about 
growth. But talk is all, so far. 

But finally the moment comes, as it inevitably does, 
when they are confronted with the reality of Christ pres-
ent in our lives and the true nature of His mission. They 
did, the reading says, recognize Him. We, too, are travel-
ers, just as were the two in the Gospel. And so many 
times we, too, make that journey full of plans and expec-
tations that don’t work out. We, too, are sometimes 
disappointed, disillusioned on our journey. But just as 
they were we, too, are called to recognize the compan-
ionship of Christ on the journey and to realize that in the 
light of that companionship our own misdirections and 

misunderstandings don’t really mean very 
much. No journey made in the company of 
Christ can ever possibly be a failure, even if 
we end up far from where we expected to 
be when we set out. As long as we end up 
where He calls us to be, the journey is 
worthwhile. (Fr. John Sandell)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. In the Acts of the Apostles, for the first 

time Peter stands before a crowd to 
proclaim the resurrection of Jesus, the 
Nazorean. Where do you find strength 
and courage when something new is 
required of you?

2. On the road to Emmaus we are told that Jesus “drew 
near and walked” with the disciples. In the life of 
discipleship, how do you perceive Jesus as walking 
alongside you?

3. The disciples describe their interaction with Jesus as 
one that caused their hearts to burn within them. 
What spiritual practices bring you closer to Jesus?

Lord, how easily I forget. Help me to remember what 
you have done for me in Christ. Help me to remember 
the means of grace you o�er me through your Church. 
Wake me to the wonder of Your well-fashioned world. 
Lord, how often I plod along with the eyes of my soul 
either shut or downcast, indi�erent to the needs of 
those around me. Give me eyes of compassion to see 
others as You would Yourself. Amen.

Treasures From Our Tradition “Mystagogy,” reflection on the Easter 
mysteries, is the chief task of these great fifty days, a “Pentecost,” in other 
words, of grace and renewal. Every Sunday we have accounts of resur-
rection appearances of the Lord, and sketches of the earliest e�orts at 
being Church. Lent is described as a journey to the font, and Easter may 
be described in similar terms, since at the very beginning an angel tells 
the apostles that the Risen Lord “has gone before you into Galilee.” 
Galilee, of course, was the place where Jesus did His finest work, His 
preaching, His healing, His gathering the lost and the marginalized to the 
table. At Easter, we hurry to catch up, putting our renewed baptismal 
promises to work in our own personal Galilees, our little worlds waiting 
for a word of grace, a healing, an act of pardon, an invitation to share a 
meal. The water often splashed on our Sunday assemblies in Eastertide 
remind us: these are the golden shining days of grace, days to nurture 
the heart, to speak to one another about things that really matter. 
(Rev. James Field)

This past week, our Lord called Norma Hammer, one of our former parish 
o�ce employees, home to Heaven. Norma worked as secretary at the former 
Guardian Angels Parish and West End Catholic Community prior to our merger 
in 2016. She was also the longtime secretary at the former Elizabeth Seton 
School and former St. Martin School. She was one of the kindest and most 
humble people I have ever known. Everyone who knew her loved her and she 
will be greatly missed. May she rest in the peace of Christ and may her family 
know God’s peace as they mourn the loss of their beloved mother. We will never 
forget you, Norma!

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org
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Masses are held at St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship Site
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CONFESSION  
O�ered Saturdays from 12:15pm to 
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS  
Baptism: A seminar is required for 
first-time parents. Baptisms are 
celebrated on the first and third 
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at  
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension 
Worship Site. Please call the Religious 
Education O�ce at 412-922-6388 for 
more information.

Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted 
six months in advance of wedding. 
Participation in Pre-Cana Program 
required. Please contact the Parish 
Priests for more information.

Anointing of the Sick: Following a 
weekend Mass and on the last 
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at 
Ascension Worship Site.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA): Call the O�ce of Religious 
Education for more information.

Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the 
Parish Priests for more information.

Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a 
person who has been hurt by abuse from 
clergy or others associated with the Church, 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh o�ers assistance 
with counseling, spiritual direction and 
referrals to other supportive services.

For information, contact our Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.

Protecting God’s Children — 
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235

CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse

Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.

CANCELLATION OF DAILY AND SUNDAY MASSES
Even though the celebration of public Masses in the Diocese of Pittsburgh have been 
cancelled as per the directive of Bishop David Zubik, Fr. John Gizler, Fr. Jack 
Forbidussi and Fr. Joseph Scheib will still celebrate Masses in private at St. Philip 
Parish. This will satisfy the intentions which you have scheduled for your loved 
ones and friends.

LOCATION TIME  MASS INTENTION  OFFERED BY

SATURDAY, APRIL 25 — SAINT MARK, EVANGELIST    

Ascension 8:00am  Claire Megyesy  Family

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Moses & Denk Families Evelyn Moses

Ascension 5:30pm (V) John Lach   Sisters & Brothers

SUNDAY, APRIL 26 — THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER    

St. Philip 7:00am  Frances LoCastro  Frank LoCastro

Ascension 9:30am  Betty Zug   Barry, Linda & Garrett

St. Philip 11:00am  Dr. Joanne Oleck  Husband, Mike

MONDAY, APRIL 27 — EASTER WEEKDAY     

St. Philip 8:00am  Theresa & Stanley Jakiel Daughter, Kathleen Badish

TUESDAY, APRIL 28 — EASTER WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Art & Peter Dobbins  Meyers Family

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29 — SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA, VIRGIN AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

St. Philip 8:00am  Charlene Rusnak  Mary Ann Geinzer 

THURSDAY, APRIL 30 — EASTER WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Living & Deceased Members of Saint Philip Parish

FRIDAY, MAY 1 — EASTER WEEKDAY      

St. Philip 8:00am  Bernie Marino  Cindy Citriniti

SATURDAY, MAY 2 — SAINT ATHANASIUS, BISHOP AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Ascension 8:00am  Charles & Maxine Skubal Granddaughter & Family

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Mr. & Mrs. Tony Jordan Bob & Carol Jordan

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Regis Kormick  Wife, Marcy Kormick

SUNDAY, MAY 3 — FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER    

St. Philip 7:00am  Daniel, Rose Marie &  Brannan Family

    Donald Brannan

Ascension 9:30am  Don Moody  Ed & Jean Harkins

St. Philip 11:00am  Mary & Christopher Sprowls Family

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today 
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

On The Road to Emmaus One of the most common scrip-
tural images that is used to represent all of life, really, but 
most particularly the spiritual life, the life 
of grace, is the image of a journey.  And it is 
an appropriate one, really, to go on a 
journey means to make a move. It means to 
leave something behind and set out for 
something else…something that may be 
unfamiliar, may be uncertain, may even be 
frightening. But the only way to get there, 
the only way to eliminate the uncertainty 
and the fear, is to make the move. And that 
should be a familiar image, really. We are so 
often called to move out, to change our 
attitudes, our values, our ideas. That, after 
all, is what it means to grow. And just as a 
journey that is not marked by movement 
can never be successful, so neither can a life 
that is not marked by growth. Truly, in every dimension 
of our lives, we have only two choices. Either we grow or 
something in us dies. 

In today’s Gospel (Luke 24:13-35), the travelers on the 
road to Emmaus must have been two very sad, disillu-
sioned men. And then, as they go along, they are joined 
by a stranger. Naturally enough they begin to talk to Him 
about what is on their mind. At first it seems as though 
the conversation just isn’t going anywhere. It seems as 
though the stranger doesn’t understand them, nothing 
He says helps much at all. But finally, little by little, 
conversation becomes communication, and if nothing 
else, they become interested. And it is really at this point, 
as they end their physical journey, that they begin their 
spiritual, emotional journey. They begin to go through 
the painful process of leaving behind an old misunder-
standing and opening themselves to the newness of 
truth. I say they begin here. And begin is all that it is. They 
were interested, they were willing to talk a little bit about 
growth. But talk is all, so far. 

But finally the moment comes, as it inevitably does, 
when they are confronted with the reality of Christ pres-
ent in our lives and the true nature of His mission. They 
did, the reading says, recognize Him. We, too, are travel-
ers, just as were the two in the Gospel. And so many 
times we, too, make that journey full of plans and expec-
tations that don’t work out. We, too, are sometimes 
disappointed, disillusioned on our journey. But just as 
they were we, too, are called to recognize the compan-
ionship of Christ on the journey and to realize that in the 
light of that companionship our own misdirections and 

misunderstandings don’t really mean very 
much. No journey made in the company of 
Christ can ever possibly be a failure, even if 
we end up far from where we expected to 
be when we set out. As long as we end up 
where He calls us to be, the journey is 
worthwhile. (Fr. John Sandell)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. In the Acts of the Apostles, for the first 

time Peter stands before a crowd to 
proclaim the resurrection of Jesus, the 
Nazorean. Where do you find strength 
and courage when something new is 
required of you?

2. On the road to Emmaus we are told that Jesus “drew 
near and walked” with the disciples. In the life of 
discipleship, how do you perceive Jesus as walking 
alongside you?

3. The disciples describe their interaction with Jesus as 
one that caused their hearts to burn within them. 
What spiritual practices bring you closer to Jesus?

Lord, how easily I forget. Help me to remember what 
you have done for me in Christ. Help me to remember 
the means of grace you o�er me through your Church. 
Wake me to the wonder of Your well-fashioned world. 
Lord, how often I plod along with the eyes of my soul 
either shut or downcast, indi�erent to the needs of 
those around me. Give me eyes of compassion to see 
others as You would Yourself. Amen.

Treasures From Our Tradition “Mystagogy,” reflection on the Easter 
mysteries, is the chief task of these great fifty days, a “Pentecost,” in other 
words, of grace and renewal. Every Sunday we have accounts of resur-
rection appearances of the Lord, and sketches of the earliest e�orts at 
being Church. Lent is described as a journey to the font, and Easter may 
be described in similar terms, since at the very beginning an angel tells 
the apostles that the Risen Lord “has gone before you into Galilee.” 
Galilee, of course, was the place where Jesus did His finest work, His 
preaching, His healing, His gathering the lost and the marginalized to the 
table. At Easter, we hurry to catch up, putting our renewed baptismal 
promises to work in our own personal Galilees, our little worlds waiting 
for a word of grace, a healing, an act of pardon, an invitation to share a 
meal. The water often splashed on our Sunday assemblies in Eastertide 
remind us: these are the golden shining days of grace, days to nurture 
the heart, to speak to one another about things that really matter. 
(Rev. James Field)

This past week, our Lord called Norma Hammer, one of our former parish 
o�ce employees, home to Heaven. Norma worked as secretary at the former 
Guardian Angels Parish and West End Catholic Community prior to our merger 
in 2016. She was also the longtime secretary at the former Elizabeth Seton 
School and former St. Martin School. She was one of the kindest and most 
humble people I have ever known. Everyone who knew her loved her and she 
will be greatly missed. May she rest in the peace of Christ and may her family 
know God’s peace as they mourn the loss of their beloved mother. We will never 
forget you, Norma!

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org
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On The Road to Emmaus One of the most common scrip-
tural images that is used to represent all of life, really, but 
most particularly the spiritual life, the life 
of grace, is the image of a journey.  And it is 
an appropriate one, really, to go on a 
journey means to make a move. It means to 
leave something behind and set out for 
something else…something that may be 
unfamiliar, may be uncertain, may even be 
frightening. But the only way to get there, 
the only way to eliminate the uncertainty 
and the fear, is to make the move. And that 
should be a familiar image, really. We are so 
often called to move out, to change our 
attitudes, our values, our ideas. That, after 
all, is what it means to grow. And just as a 
journey that is not marked by movement 
can never be successful, so neither can a life 
that is not marked by growth. Truly, in every dimension 
of our lives, we have only two choices. Either we grow or 
something in us dies. 

In today’s Gospel (Luke 24:13-35), the travelers on the 
road to Emmaus must have been two very sad, disillu-
sioned men. And then, as they go along, they are joined 
by a stranger. Naturally enough they begin to talk to Him 
about what is on their mind. At first it seems as though 
the conversation just isn’t going anywhere. It seems as 
though the stranger doesn’t understand them, nothing 
He says helps much at all. But finally, little by little, 
conversation becomes communication, and if nothing 
else, they become interested. And it is really at this point, 
as they end their physical journey, that they begin their 
spiritual, emotional journey. They begin to go through 
the painful process of leaving behind an old misunder-
standing and opening themselves to the newness of 
truth. I say they begin here. And begin is all that it is. They 
were interested, they were willing to talk a little bit about 
growth. But talk is all, so far. 

But finally the moment comes, as it inevitably does, 
when they are confronted with the reality of Christ pres-
ent in our lives and the true nature of His mission. They 
did, the reading says, recognize Him. We, too, are travel-
ers, just as were the two in the Gospel. And so many 
times we, too, make that journey full of plans and expec-
tations that don’t work out. We, too, are sometimes 
disappointed, disillusioned on our journey. But just as 
they were we, too, are called to recognize the compan-
ionship of Christ on the journey and to realize that in the 
light of that companionship our own misdirections and 

misunderstandings don’t really mean very 
much. No journey made in the company of 
Christ can ever possibly be a failure, even if 
we end up far from where we expected to 
be when we set out. As long as we end up 
where He calls us to be, the journey is 
worthwhile. (Fr. John Sandell)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. In the Acts of the Apostles, for the first 

time Peter stands before a crowd to 
proclaim the resurrection of Jesus, the 
Nazorean. Where do you find strength 
and courage when something new is 
required of you?

2. On the road to Emmaus we are told that Jesus “drew 
near and walked” with the disciples. In the life of 
discipleship, how do you perceive Jesus as walking 
alongside you?

3. The disciples describe their interaction with Jesus as 
one that caused their hearts to burn within them. 
What spiritual practices bring you closer to Jesus?

Lord, how easily I forget. Help me to remember what 
you have done for me in Christ. Help me to remember 
the means of grace you o�er me through your Church. 
Wake me to the wonder of Your well-fashioned world. 
Lord, how often I plod along with the eyes of my soul 
either shut or downcast, indi�erent to the needs of 
those around me. Give me eyes of compassion to see 
others as You would Yourself. Amen.

“ Cast yourself into 

the arms of God and 

be very sure that if He 

wants anything of 

you, He will fit you 

for the work and give 

you strength.”
- St. Philip Neri

Treasures From Our Tradition “Mystagogy,” reflection on the Easter 
mysteries, is the chief task of these great fifty days, a “Pentecost,” in other 
words, of grace and renewal. Every Sunday we have accounts of resur-
rection appearances of the Lord, and sketches of the earliest e�orts at 
being Church. Lent is described as a journey to the font, and Easter may 
be described in similar terms, since at the very beginning an angel tells 
the apostles that the Risen Lord “has gone before you into Galilee.” 
Galilee, of course, was the place where Jesus did His finest work, His 
preaching, His healing, His gathering the lost and the marginalized to the 
table. At Easter, we hurry to catch up, putting our renewed baptismal 
promises to work in our own personal Galilees, our little worlds waiting 
for a word of grace, a healing, an act of pardon, an invitation to share a 
meal. The water often splashed on our Sunday assemblies in Eastertide 
remind us: these are the golden shining days of grace, days to nurture 
the heart, to speak to one another about things that really matter. 
(Rev. James Field)

This past week, our Lord called Norma Hammer, one of our former parish 
o�ce employees, home to Heaven. Norma worked as secretary at the former 
Guardian Angels Parish and West End Catholic Community prior to our merger 
in 2016. She was also the longtime secretary at the former Elizabeth Seton 
School and former St. Martin School. She was one of the kindest and most 
humble people I have ever known. Everyone who knew her loved her and she 
will be greatly missed. May she rest in the peace of Christ and may her family 
know God’s peace as they mourn the loss of their beloved mother. We will never 
forget you, Norma!

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org

A Prayer for the 
Third Sunday of Easter 
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On The Road to Emmaus One of the most common scrip-
tural images that is used to represent all of life, really, but 
most particularly the spiritual life, the life 
of grace, is the image of a journey.  And it is 
an appropriate one, really, to go on a 
journey means to make a move. It means to 
leave something behind and set out for 
something else…something that may be 
unfamiliar, may be uncertain, may even be 
frightening. But the only way to get there, 
the only way to eliminate the uncertainty 
and the fear, is to make the move. And that 
should be a familiar image, really. We are so 
often called to move out, to change our 
attitudes, our values, our ideas. That, after 
all, is what it means to grow. And just as a 
journey that is not marked by movement 
can never be successful, so neither can a life 
that is not marked by growth. Truly, in every dimension 
of our lives, we have only two choices. Either we grow or 
something in us dies. 

In today’s Gospel (Luke 24:13-35), the travelers on the 
road to Emmaus must have been two very sad, disillu-
sioned men. And then, as they go along, they are joined 
by a stranger. Naturally enough they begin to talk to Him 
about what is on their mind. At first it seems as though 
the conversation just isn’t going anywhere. It seems as 
though the stranger doesn’t understand them, nothing 
He says helps much at all. But finally, little by little, 
conversation becomes communication, and if nothing 
else, they become interested. And it is really at this point, 
as they end their physical journey, that they begin their 
spiritual, emotional journey. They begin to go through 
the painful process of leaving behind an old misunder-
standing and opening themselves to the newness of 
truth. I say they begin here. And begin is all that it is. They 
were interested, they were willing to talk a little bit about 
growth. But talk is all, so far. 

But finally the moment comes, as it inevitably does, 
when they are confronted with the reality of Christ pres-
ent in our lives and the true nature of His mission. They 
did, the reading says, recognize Him. We, too, are travel-
ers, just as were the two in the Gospel. And so many 
times we, too, make that journey full of plans and expec-
tations that don’t work out. We, too, are sometimes 
disappointed, disillusioned on our journey. But just as 
they were we, too, are called to recognize the compan-
ionship of Christ on the journey and to realize that in the 
light of that companionship our own misdirections and 

misunderstandings don’t really mean very 
much. No journey made in the company of 
Christ can ever possibly be a failure, even if 
we end up far from where we expected to 
be when we set out. As long as we end up 
where He calls us to be, the journey is 
worthwhile. (Fr. John Sandell)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. In the Acts of the Apostles, for the first 

time Peter stands before a crowd to 
proclaim the resurrection of Jesus, the 
Nazorean. Where do you find strength 
and courage when something new is 
required of you?

2. On the road to Emmaus we are told that Jesus “drew 
near and walked” with the disciples. In the life of 
discipleship, how do you perceive Jesus as walking 
alongside you?

3. The disciples describe their interaction with Jesus as 
one that caused their hearts to burn within them. 
What spiritual practices bring you closer to Jesus?

Lord, how easily I forget. Help me to remember what 
you have done for me in Christ. Help me to remember 
the means of grace you o�er me through your Church. 
Wake me to the wonder of Your well-fashioned world. 
Lord, how often I plod along with the eyes of my soul 
either shut or downcast, indi�erent to the needs of 
those around me. Give me eyes of compassion to see 
others as You would Yourself. Amen.

Treasures From Our Tradition “Mystagogy,” reflection on the Easter 
mysteries, is the chief task of these great fifty days, a “Pentecost,” in other 
words, of grace and renewal. Every Sunday we have accounts of resur-
rection appearances of the Lord, and sketches of the earliest e�orts at 
being Church. Lent is described as a journey to the font, and Easter may 
be described in similar terms, since at the very beginning an angel tells 
the apostles that the Risen Lord “has gone before you into Galilee.” 
Galilee, of course, was the place where Jesus did His finest work, His 
preaching, His healing, His gathering the lost and the marginalized to the 
table. At Easter, we hurry to catch up, putting our renewed baptismal 
promises to work in our own personal Galilees, our little worlds waiting 
for a word of grace, a healing, an act of pardon, an invitation to share a 
meal. The water often splashed on our Sunday assemblies in Eastertide 
remind us: these are the golden shining days of grace, days to nurture 
the heart, to speak to one another about things that really matter. 
(Rev. James Field)

This past week, our Lord called Norma Hammer, one of our former parish 
o�ce employees, home to Heaven. Norma worked as secretary at the former 
Guardian Angels Parish and West End Catholic Community prior to our merger 
in 2016. She was also the longtime secretary at the former Elizabeth Seton 
School and former St. Martin School. She was one of the kindest and most 
humble people I have ever known. Everyone who knew her loved her and she 
will be greatly missed. May she rest in the peace of Christ and may her family 
know God’s peace as they mourn the loss of their beloved mother. We will never 
forget you, Norma!

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org
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On The Road to Emmaus One of the most common scrip-
tural images that is used to represent all of life, really, but 
most particularly the spiritual life, the life 
of grace, is the image of a journey.  And it is 
an appropriate one, really, to go on a 
journey means to make a move. It means to 
leave something behind and set out for 
something else…something that may be 
unfamiliar, may be uncertain, may even be 
frightening. But the only way to get there, 
the only way to eliminate the uncertainty 
and the fear, is to make the move. And that 
should be a familiar image, really. We are so 
often called to move out, to change our 
attitudes, our values, our ideas. That, after 
all, is what it means to grow. And just as a 
journey that is not marked by movement 
can never be successful, so neither can a life 
that is not marked by growth. Truly, in every dimension 
of our lives, we have only two choices. Either we grow or 
something in us dies. 

In today’s Gospel (Luke 24:13-35), the travelers on the 
road to Emmaus must have been two very sad, disillu-
sioned men. And then, as they go along, they are joined 
by a stranger. Naturally enough they begin to talk to Him 
about what is on their mind. At first it seems as though 
the conversation just isn’t going anywhere. It seems as 
though the stranger doesn’t understand them, nothing 
He says helps much at all. But finally, little by little, 
conversation becomes communication, and if nothing 
else, they become interested. And it is really at this point, 
as they end their physical journey, that they begin their 
spiritual, emotional journey. They begin to go through 
the painful process of leaving behind an old misunder-
standing and opening themselves to the newness of 
truth. I say they begin here. And begin is all that it is. They 
were interested, they were willing to talk a little bit about 
growth. But talk is all, so far. 

But finally the moment comes, as it inevitably does, 
when they are confronted with the reality of Christ pres-
ent in our lives and the true nature of His mission. They 
did, the reading says, recognize Him. We, too, are travel-
ers, just as were the two in the Gospel. And so many 
times we, too, make that journey full of plans and expec-
tations that don’t work out. We, too, are sometimes 
disappointed, disillusioned on our journey. But just as 
they were we, too, are called to recognize the compan-
ionship of Christ on the journey and to realize that in the 
light of that companionship our own misdirections and 

misunderstandings don’t really mean very 
much. No journey made in the company of 
Christ can ever possibly be a failure, even if 
we end up far from where we expected to 
be when we set out. As long as we end up 
where He calls us to be, the journey is 
worthwhile. (Fr. John Sandell)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. In the Acts of the Apostles, for the first 

time Peter stands before a crowd to 
proclaim the resurrection of Jesus, the 
Nazorean. Where do you find strength 
and courage when something new is 
required of you?

2. On the road to Emmaus we are told that Jesus “drew 
near and walked” with the disciples. In the life of 
discipleship, how do you perceive Jesus as walking 
alongside you?

3. The disciples describe their interaction with Jesus as 
one that caused their hearts to burn within them. 
What spiritual practices bring you closer to Jesus?

Lord, how easily I forget. Help me to remember what 
you have done for me in Christ. Help me to remember 
the means of grace you o�er me through your Church. 
Wake me to the wonder of Your well-fashioned world. 
Lord, how often I plod along with the eyes of my soul 
either shut or downcast, indi�erent to the needs of 
those around me. Give me eyes of compassion to see 
others as You would Yourself. Amen.

Treasures From Our Tradition “Mystagogy,” reflection on the Easter 
mysteries, is the chief task of these great fifty days, a “Pentecost,” in other 
words, of grace and renewal. Every Sunday we have accounts of resur-
rection appearances of the Lord, and sketches of the earliest e�orts at 
being Church. Lent is described as a journey to the font, and Easter may 
be described in similar terms, since at the very beginning an angel tells 
the apostles that the Risen Lord “has gone before you into Galilee.” 
Galilee, of course, was the place where Jesus did His finest work, His 
preaching, His healing, His gathering the lost and the marginalized to the 
table. At Easter, we hurry to catch up, putting our renewed baptismal 
promises to work in our own personal Galilees, our little worlds waiting 
for a word of grace, a healing, an act of pardon, an invitation to share a 
meal. The water often splashed on our Sunday assemblies in Eastertide 
remind us: these are the golden shining days of grace, days to nurture 
the heart, to speak to one another about things that really matter. 
(Rev. James Field)

This past week, our Lord called Norma Hammer, one of our former parish 
o�ce employees, home to Heaven. Norma worked as secretary at the former 
Guardian Angels Parish and West End Catholic Community prior to our merger 
in 2016. She was also the longtime secretary at the former Elizabeth Seton 
School and former St. Martin School. She was one of the kindest and most 
humble people I have ever known. Everyone who knew her loved her and she 
will be greatly missed. May she rest in the peace of Christ and may her family 
know God’s peace as they mourn the loss of their beloved mother. We will never 
forget you, Norma!

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
ALL THOSE AFFECTED 
BY THE CORONAVIRUS

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

Compassionate and Loving Father,

In the face of confusion and concern
impart to us the calm of Your presence.

In You allow us to find hope and healing.

Be with those who serve the sick and 
give them Your caring hands.

Be with those who lead and give them
Your spirit of wisdom.

Be with those who have fallen ill and
give them Your comforting heart.

Wrap Your arms around our world
and hold us in Your love.

Allow us at this time of trial to then 
serve as instruments of that love

to all we meet.

We ask this in Your Name.
Amen.

“You are rewarded not 
according to your 
work or your time 

but according to the 
measure of your love.”
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Parish 
News

On The Road to Emmaus One of the most common scrip-
tural images that is used to represent all of life, really, but 
most particularly the spiritual life, the life 
of grace, is the image of a journey.  And it is 
an appropriate one, really, to go on a 
journey means to make a move. It means to 
leave something behind and set out for 
something else…something that may be 
unfamiliar, may be uncertain, may even be 
frightening. But the only way to get there, 
the only way to eliminate the uncertainty 
and the fear, is to make the move. And that 
should be a familiar image, really. We are so 
often called to move out, to change our 
attitudes, our values, our ideas. That, after 
all, is what it means to grow. And just as a 
journey that is not marked by movement 
can never be successful, so neither can a life 
that is not marked by growth. Truly, in every dimension 
of our lives, we have only two choices. Either we grow or 
something in us dies. 

In today’s Gospel (Luke 24:13-35), the travelers on the 
road to Emmaus must have been two very sad, disillu-
sioned men. And then, as they go along, they are joined 
by a stranger. Naturally enough they begin to talk to Him 
about what is on their mind. At first it seems as though 
the conversation just isn’t going anywhere. It seems as 
though the stranger doesn’t understand them, nothing 
He says helps much at all. But finally, little by little, 
conversation becomes communication, and if nothing 
else, they become interested. And it is really at this point, 
as they end their physical journey, that they begin their 
spiritual, emotional journey. They begin to go through 
the painful process of leaving behind an old misunder-
standing and opening themselves to the newness of 
truth. I say they begin here. And begin is all that it is. They 
were interested, they were willing to talk a little bit about 
growth. But talk is all, so far. 

But finally the moment comes, as it inevitably does, 
when they are confronted with the reality of Christ pres-
ent in our lives and the true nature of His mission. They 
did, the reading says, recognize Him. We, too, are travel-
ers, just as were the two in the Gospel. And so many 
times we, too, make that journey full of plans and expec-
tations that don’t work out. We, too, are sometimes 
disappointed, disillusioned on our journey. But just as 
they were we, too, are called to recognize the compan-
ionship of Christ on the journey and to realize that in the 
light of that companionship our own misdirections and 

misunderstandings don’t really mean very 
much. No journey made in the company of 
Christ can ever possibly be a failure, even if 
we end up far from where we expected to 
be when we set out. As long as we end up 
where He calls us to be, the journey is 
worthwhile. (Fr. John Sandell)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. In the Acts of the Apostles, for the first 

time Peter stands before a crowd to 
proclaim the resurrection of Jesus, the 
Nazorean. Where do you find strength 
and courage when something new is 
required of you?

2. On the road to Emmaus we are told that Jesus “drew 
near and walked” with the disciples. In the life of 
discipleship, how do you perceive Jesus as walking 
alongside you?

3. The disciples describe their interaction with Jesus as 
one that caused their hearts to burn within them. 
What spiritual practices bring you closer to Jesus?

Lord, how easily I forget. Help me to remember what 
you have done for me in Christ. Help me to remember 
the means of grace you o�er me through your Church. 
Wake me to the wonder of Your well-fashioned world. 
Lord, how often I plod along with the eyes of my soul 
either shut or downcast, indi�erent to the needs of 
those around me. Give me eyes of compassion to see 
others as You would Yourself. Amen.

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!

Until weekly Masses resume, you may mail your 
weekly o�ering to the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry 
Street, Pittsburgh  15205 or drop it o� in the mail 
box located outside the main o�ce door. St. Philip 
Parish now o�ers the option for ONLINE GIVING. 
Please see the information in today’s bulletin.

PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED
Due to the current health crisis the Parish O�ces 
will be closed for all ordinary parish business.  
However, in case of emergency, please call the 
parish at 412-922-6300 and the answering service 
will contact one of the priests.

ANNUAL HOLY LAND COLLECTION FOR 
2020 POSTPONED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 13
The current COVID-19 pandemic concerns many 
countries and in many of them preventive mea-
sures precluded the normal community celebration 
of Holy Week.  The Christian communities in the 
Holy Land, also exposed to the risk of contagion 
and living in context already full of serious su�er-

ing, benefit every year from the generosity of the 
faithful from all over the world.  This solidarity 
enables them to continue their evangelical pres-
ence, in addition to maintaining schools and social 
structures that assist all citizens with healthcare, 
education and peaceful coexistence, attending to 
the weakest and poorest.

For this reason, Pope Francis has approved the proposal 
that the Collection for the Holy Land for year 2020 take 
place on Sunday, September 13, near the feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross.

SEEKING MARRIAGE IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH?
For information regarding the process leading to the Sacrament of 
Matrimony, each engaged couple must complete an initial intake 
meeting with one of the parish priests prior to the selection of a 
wedding date. Weddings at St. Philip Parish may be celebrated on 
Friday evenings at 5:00pm or Saturdays at 2:00pm.

CHOOSING GODPARENTS
When choosing Godparents for your child’s baptism, please note 
the following requirements as per the Diocese of Pittsburgh:

1. Must be at least sixteen years of age;
2. Must be a practicing Catholic who has been baptized and 

confirmed;
3. Must be in a valid Christian marriage;
4. Must not be the father or mother of the child.

All Godparents must obtain a sponsor certificate or letter of eligi-
bility from their parish. A baptized person who belongs to a 
non-Catholic ecclesial community may be asked to serve, not as a 
Godparent but as a Christian Witness, as long as a Catholic Godpar-
ent is also present. 

Catholics who have abandoned the Catholic Faith are not eligible 
to act as Godparent.

Treasures From Our Tradition “Mystagogy,” reflection on the Easter 
mysteries, is the chief task of these great fifty days, a “Pentecost,” in other 
words, of grace and renewal. Every Sunday we have accounts of resur-
rection appearances of the Lord, and sketches of the earliest e�orts at 
being Church. Lent is described as a journey to the font, and Easter may 
be described in similar terms, since at the very beginning an angel tells 
the apostles that the Risen Lord “has gone before you into Galilee.” 
Galilee, of course, was the place where Jesus did His finest work, His 
preaching, His healing, His gathering the lost and the marginalized to the 
table. At Easter, we hurry to catch up, putting our renewed baptismal 
promises to work in our own personal Galilees, our little worlds waiting 
for a word of grace, a healing, an act of pardon, an invitation to share a 
meal. The water often splashed on our Sunday assemblies in Eastertide 
remind us: these are the golden shining days of grace, days to nurture 
the heart, to speak to one another about things that really matter. 
(Rev. James Field)

This past week, our Lord called Norma Hammer, one of our former parish 
o�ce employees, home to Heaven. Norma worked as secretary at the former 
Guardian Angels Parish and West End Catholic Community prior to our merger 
in 2016. She was also the longtime secretary at the former Elizabeth Seton 
School and former St. Martin School. She was one of the kindest and most 
humble people I have ever known. Everyone who knew her loved her and she 
will be greatly missed. May she rest in the peace of Christ and may her family 
know God’s peace as they mourn the loss of their beloved mother. We will never 
forget you, Norma!

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org

Recently our parishioners have received 
emails and texts claiming to be from Fr. John 
asking for gift cards.

This is a scam! If you receive an email or text 
from someone who claims to be your priest 
asking for gift cards or money: Do not 
respond. Do not click on anything in the 
email. Call the parish o�ce immediately to 
report it. Anyone who has given money or gift 
cards in response to such a request should call 
the police. Your clergy will never make an 
urgent request for money or gift cards via 
email or text. If you wonder whether a parish 
request for giving is legitimate, call your 
parish o�ce to ask. 
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Sanctuary     Lamp

ADVERTISER of the Week 

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns 

In Loving Memory of Frances LoCastro

O�ered by Frank LoCastro

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension 

burns In Honor of James & Adele Perry

O�ered by Perry Family

OLANDER TREE & LANDSCAPE

Thank you for helping to underwrite the 
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.

After Easter, the disciples come to know Jesus in the breaking of 
the bread. He is present among his followers as He was prior to 
His death and resurrection, but now, He is present in a new way. 
Of course, as Catholics, we see this clearly in the Eucharist, when 
we take bread, bless it, break it, and give it. The bread broken is 
Christ himself. He is our nourishment both spiritually and 
physically, metaphorically and actually. When we participate in 
the Eucharist, we call to mind His passion, 
death, and resurrection. We consume Him
who is the Bread of Life. When we want
 to know Jesus, we experience the Eucharist 
not merely by gazing at it, but by consuming 
it – for it is real food. In this way, we not 
only live but share in and become
the paschal mystery. 
(Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Living the PASCHAL MYSTERY 

On The Road to Emmaus One of the most common scrip-
tural images that is used to represent all of life, really, but 
most particularly the spiritual life, the life 
of grace, is the image of a journey.  And it is 
an appropriate one, really, to go on a 
journey means to make a move. It means to 
leave something behind and set out for 
something else…something that may be 
unfamiliar, may be uncertain, may even be 
frightening. But the only way to get there, 
the only way to eliminate the uncertainty 
and the fear, is to make the move. And that 
should be a familiar image, really. We are so 
often called to move out, to change our 
attitudes, our values, our ideas. That, after 
all, is what it means to grow. And just as a 
journey that is not marked by movement 
can never be successful, so neither can a life 
that is not marked by growth. Truly, in every dimension 
of our lives, we have only two choices. Either we grow or 
something in us dies. 

In today’s Gospel (Luke 24:13-35), the travelers on the 
road to Emmaus must have been two very sad, disillu-
sioned men. And then, as they go along, they are joined 
by a stranger. Naturally enough they begin to talk to Him 
about what is on their mind. At first it seems as though 
the conversation just isn’t going anywhere. It seems as 
though the stranger doesn’t understand them, nothing 
He says helps much at all. But finally, little by little, 
conversation becomes communication, and if nothing 
else, they become interested. And it is really at this point, 
as they end their physical journey, that they begin their 
spiritual, emotional journey. They begin to go through 
the painful process of leaving behind an old misunder-
standing and opening themselves to the newness of 
truth. I say they begin here. And begin is all that it is. They 
were interested, they were willing to talk a little bit about 
growth. But talk is all, so far. 

But finally the moment comes, as it inevitably does, 
when they are confronted with the reality of Christ pres-
ent in our lives and the true nature of His mission. They 
did, the reading says, recognize Him. We, too, are travel-
ers, just as were the two in the Gospel. And so many 
times we, too, make that journey full of plans and expec-
tations that don’t work out. We, too, are sometimes 
disappointed, disillusioned on our journey. But just as 
they were we, too, are called to recognize the compan-
ionship of Christ on the journey and to realize that in the 
light of that companionship our own misdirections and 

misunderstandings don’t really mean very 
much. No journey made in the company of 
Christ can ever possibly be a failure, even if 
we end up far from where we expected to 
be when we set out. As long as we end up 
where He calls us to be, the journey is 
worthwhile. (Fr. John Sandell)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. In the Acts of the Apostles, for the first 

time Peter stands before a crowd to 
proclaim the resurrection of Jesus, the 
Nazorean. Where do you find strength 
and courage when something new is 
required of you?

2. On the road to Emmaus we are told that Jesus “drew 
near and walked” with the disciples. In the life of 
discipleship, how do you perceive Jesus as walking 
alongside you?

3. The disciples describe their interaction with Jesus as 
one that caused their hearts to burn within them. 
What spiritual practices bring you closer to Jesus?

Lord, how easily I forget. Help me to remember what 
you have done for me in Christ. Help me to remember 
the means of grace you o�er me through your Church. 
Wake me to the wonder of Your well-fashioned world. 
Lord, how often I plod along with the eyes of my soul 
either shut or downcast, indi�erent to the needs of 
those around me. Give me eyes of compassion to see 
others as You would Yourself. Amen.

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!

Until weekly Masses resume, you may mail your 
weekly o�ering to the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry 
Street, Pittsburgh  15205 or drop it o� in the mail 
box located outside the main o�ce door. St. Philip 
Parish now o�ers the option for ONLINE GIVING. 
Please see the information in today’s bulletin.

PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED
Due to the current health crisis the Parish O�ces 
will be closed for all ordinary parish business.  
However, in case of emergency, please call the 
parish at 412-922-6300 and the answering service 
will contact one of the priests.

ANNUAL HOLY LAND COLLECTION FOR 
2020 POSTPONED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 13
The current COVID-19 pandemic concerns many 
countries and in many of them preventive mea-
sures precluded the normal community celebration 
of Holy Week.  The Christian communities in the 
Holy Land, also exposed to the risk of contagion 
and living in context already full of serious su�er-

ing, benefit every year from the generosity of the 
faithful from all over the world.  This solidarity 
enables them to continue their evangelical pres-
ence, in addition to maintaining schools and social 
structures that assist all citizens with healthcare, 
education and peaceful coexistence, attending to 
the weakest and poorest.

For this reason, Pope Francis has approved the proposal 
that the Collection for the Holy Land for year 2020 take 
place on Sunday, September 13, near the feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross.

SEEKING MARRIAGE IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH?
For information regarding the process leading to the Sacrament of 
Matrimony, each engaged couple must complete an initial intake 
meeting with one of the parish priests prior to the selection of a 
wedding date. Weddings at St. Philip Parish may be celebrated on 
Friday evenings at 5:00pm or Saturdays at 2:00pm.

CHOOSING GODPARENTS
When choosing Godparents for your child’s baptism, please note 
the following requirements as per the Diocese of Pittsburgh:

1. Must be at least sixteen years of age;
2. Must be a practicing Catholic who has been baptized and 

confirmed;
3. Must be in a valid Christian marriage;
4. Must not be the father or mother of the child.

All Godparents must obtain a sponsor certificate or letter of eligi-
bility from their parish. A baptized person who belongs to a 
non-Catholic ecclesial community may be asked to serve, not as a 
Godparent but as a Christian Witness, as long as a Catholic Godpar-
ent is also present. 

Catholics who have abandoned the Catholic Faith are not eligible 
to act as Godparent.

Treasures From Our Tradition “Mystagogy,” reflection on the Easter 
mysteries, is the chief task of these great fifty days, a “Pentecost,” in other 
words, of grace and renewal. Every Sunday we have accounts of resur-
rection appearances of the Lord, and sketches of the earliest e�orts at 
being Church. Lent is described as a journey to the font, and Easter may 
be described in similar terms, since at the very beginning an angel tells 
the apostles that the Risen Lord “has gone before you into Galilee.” 
Galilee, of course, was the place where Jesus did His finest work, His 
preaching, His healing, His gathering the lost and the marginalized to the 
table. At Easter, we hurry to catch up, putting our renewed baptismal 
promises to work in our own personal Galilees, our little worlds waiting 
for a word of grace, a healing, an act of pardon, an invitation to share a 
meal. The water often splashed on our Sunday assemblies in Eastertide 
remind us: these are the golden shining days of grace, days to nurture 
the heart, to speak to one another about things that really matter. 
(Rev. James Field)

This past week, our Lord called Norma Hammer, one of our former parish 
o�ce employees, home to Heaven. Norma worked as secretary at the former 
Guardian Angels Parish and West End Catholic Community prior to our merger 
in 2016. She was also the longtime secretary at the former Elizabeth Seton 
School and former St. Martin School. She was one of the kindest and most 
humble people I have ever known. Everyone who knew her loved her and she 
will be greatly missed. May she rest in the peace of Christ and may her family 
know God’s peace as they mourn the loss of their beloved mother. We will never 
forget you, Norma!

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org

Rest in Peace 
We o�er our sympathy to the 
families of Norma Hammer and 
Lindalee Demeo who entered into 
eternal life.  Please keep them in 
your prayers.
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On The Road to Emmaus One of the most common scrip-
tural images that is used to represent all of life, really, but 
most particularly the spiritual life, the life 
of grace, is the image of a journey.  And it is 
an appropriate one, really, to go on a 
journey means to make a move. It means to 
leave something behind and set out for 
something else…something that may be 
unfamiliar, may be uncertain, may even be 
frightening. But the only way to get there, 
the only way to eliminate the uncertainty 
and the fear, is to make the move. And that 
should be a familiar image, really. We are so 
often called to move out, to change our 
attitudes, our values, our ideas. That, after 
all, is what it means to grow. And just as a 
journey that is not marked by movement 
can never be successful, so neither can a life 
that is not marked by growth. Truly, in every dimension 
of our lives, we have only two choices. Either we grow or 
something in us dies. 

In today’s Gospel (Luke 24:13-35), the travelers on the 
road to Emmaus must have been two very sad, disillu-
sioned men. And then, as they go along, they are joined 
by a stranger. Naturally enough they begin to talk to Him 
about what is on their mind. At first it seems as though 
the conversation just isn’t going anywhere. It seems as 
though the stranger doesn’t understand them, nothing 
He says helps much at all. But finally, little by little, 
conversation becomes communication, and if nothing 
else, they become interested. And it is really at this point, 
as they end their physical journey, that they begin their 
spiritual, emotional journey. They begin to go through 
the painful process of leaving behind an old misunder-
standing and opening themselves to the newness of 
truth. I say they begin here. And begin is all that it is. They 
were interested, they were willing to talk a little bit about 
growth. But talk is all, so far. 

But finally the moment comes, as it inevitably does, 
when they are confronted with the reality of Christ pres-
ent in our lives and the true nature of His mission. They 
did, the reading says, recognize Him. We, too, are travel-
ers, just as were the two in the Gospel. And so many 
times we, too, make that journey full of plans and expec-
tations that don’t work out. We, too, are sometimes 
disappointed, disillusioned on our journey. But just as 
they were we, too, are called to recognize the compan-
ionship of Christ on the journey and to realize that in the 
light of that companionship our own misdirections and 

misunderstandings don’t really mean very 
much. No journey made in the company of 
Christ can ever possibly be a failure, even if 
we end up far from where we expected to 
be when we set out. As long as we end up 
where He calls us to be, the journey is 
worthwhile. (Fr. John Sandell)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. In the Acts of the Apostles, for the first 

time Peter stands before a crowd to 
proclaim the resurrection of Jesus, the 
Nazorean. Where do you find strength 
and courage when something new is 
required of you?

2. On the road to Emmaus we are told that Jesus “drew 
near and walked” with the disciples. In the life of 
discipleship, how do you perceive Jesus as walking 
alongside you?

3. The disciples describe their interaction with Jesus as 
one that caused their hearts to burn within them. 
What spiritual practices bring you closer to Jesus?

Lord, how easily I forget. Help me to remember what 
you have done for me in Christ. Help me to remember 
the means of grace you o�er me through your Church. 
Wake me to the wonder of Your well-fashioned world. 
Lord, how often I plod along with the eyes of my soul 
either shut or downcast, indi�erent to the needs of 
those around me. Give me eyes of compassion to see 
others as You would Yourself. Amen.

Treasures From Our Tradition “Mystagogy,” reflection on the Easter 
mysteries, is the chief task of these great fifty days, a “Pentecost,” in other 
words, of grace and renewal. Every Sunday we have accounts of resur-
rection appearances of the Lord, and sketches of the earliest e�orts at 
being Church. Lent is described as a journey to the font, and Easter may 
be described in similar terms, since at the very beginning an angel tells 
the apostles that the Risen Lord “has gone before you into Galilee.” 
Galilee, of course, was the place where Jesus did His finest work, His 
preaching, His healing, His gathering the lost and the marginalized to the 
table. At Easter, we hurry to catch up, putting our renewed baptismal 
promises to work in our own personal Galilees, our little worlds waiting 
for a word of grace, a healing, an act of pardon, an invitation to share a 
meal. The water often splashed on our Sunday assemblies in Eastertide 
remind us: these are the golden shining days of grace, days to nurture 
the heart, to speak to one another about things that really matter. 
(Rev. James Field)

This past week, our Lord called Norma Hammer, one of our former parish 
o�ce employees, home to Heaven. Norma worked as secretary at the former 
Guardian Angels Parish and West End Catholic Community prior to our merger 
in 2016. She was also the longtime secretary at the former Elizabeth Seton 
School and former St. Martin School. She was one of the kindest and most 
humble people I have ever known. Everyone who knew her loved her and she 
will be greatly missed. May she rest in the peace of Christ and may her family 
know God’s peace as they mourn the loss of their beloved mother. We will never 
forget you, Norma!

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org



I  am pleased to inform you that you are now able to share your financial gifts to support our 
parish …ONLINE. We have been working very hard behind the scenes as a parish staff to bring this 
exciting new program to our parish.  Being able to give online makes donating simple and easy, 
while at the same time keeping the process safe and secure. We believe that by offering online 
giving, we will be able to engage more of our parish families to join us in supporting the important 
work we have been called to do together. 

It’s very simple to set up a one-time or recurring donation, and allocate the amounts of your choice 
to any of our different collections. Once you start to use it, you will be able to view your complete, 
accurate financial records at any time during the year. Those of you who wish to continue using 
traditional methods of offering may do so, however, I am personally asking that you prayerfully 
consider switching to giving your gifts online. Your choice to give online will help our parish to be 
better stewards of our Time, Treasure and Talent. 

Take the time to read through the next few pages to learn about the benefits of online giving for 
both you and our parish. If you have any questions about the program or need help setting up 
your account, please don’t hesitate to call the parish office. Please prayerfully consider giving to 
our parish community online as it does benefit our parish in many important ways. I am looking 
forward to growing our parish community together.

Let’s begin this journey of faith together,

A community where we are family 
and we share our many gifts generously

1

Fr. John B. Gizler III,
PASTOR JOHN B. GIZLER III,

Dear Parish Family,
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Please prayerfully consider giving to our 
parish community online as it does benefit 
our parish in many important ways. 

Why Should You (Prayerfully) Consider Switching To Giving Online?

Does Online Giving Really Benefit Our Parish? Yes It Does!

You can share your gifts… Any way you want to. When you want to. 
Where you want to.

Leave your checkbook at home. Set up your recurring gift using a credit 
card, checking or savings account.

Your funds are protected. Your donations are automatically transferred 
to our parish so it’s safer and more secure.

Support our parish consistently, even if you are unable to attend Mass.

Give on-the-go! Access the site from your mobile phone or tablet.

1

2

3

4

5

Less time required to process collections No more manual entries so 
office staff will be able to process data efficiently.

Predictable contributions More predictable cash flow helping us plan our 
ministries better.

Automatic record keeping.  Online donation summaries for better more 
accurate and efficient records.

Accommodates special collections/missions – Making it easier for 
everyone to participate in the ministry of our parish.
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ONLINE
SIGN UP TO GIVE

HOW TO CREATE YOUR ONLINE GIVING ACCOUNT

2

1

3

It’s that easy! Your account will be created & you can start giving online. 
Questions? Please contact (412) 921-1230.

Click Recurring Donation, enter your donation amount  
and frequency.

Click on the collection you wish to donate to. 

Visit www.saintphilipchurch.org and click Give Online. 

It’s as easy as 1 2 3 to create your account online right on our parish website.
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Frequently Asked Questions

FAITHFULLY CONSIDER GIVING 
TO OUR PARISH ONLINE 

Set up your account today!

Q.  Is giving online safe?
A.  Yes. We implement the safest security 
standards for online transactions and 
your privacy is protected at all times. 
It is actually more secure than writing 
checks or bringing cash to church. Online 
contributions cannot be lost, stolen, or 
destroyed and have an extremely high 
rate of accuracy. 

Q.  Which payment methods are 
accepted?
A.  You have many options. Contributions 
from checking accounts, savings accounts, 
debit cards, and major credit cards (Visa, 
MasterCard, Discover, and American 
Express) are all accepted. 

Q.  When will my account(s) be 
debited? 
A.  The choice is yours. When you enroll 
in our online program you can choose 
to have donations processed Weekly, 
Monthly, Semimonthly, Quarterly, 
Semiannually, or Annually. 

Q.  What will my credit card 
statement say?
A. The name of our parish will appear on 
your bank or credit card statement. 

Q.  Can any additional funds be taken 
from my account other than what I 
have authorized?
A.  Absolutely not! Only the amount you 
authorized to give the church is taken. 
You are the only one that can change the 
amount of money that may be processed. 
You will also receive email reminders 2 
days before your recurring transaction is 
set to occur so there will be no surprises.

Q. What if I need to stop, increase, or 
decrease my donation? 
A.  You can make changes to your account 
at any time by logging into your account 
online 24/7 or by calling the parish office. 

Q. What if I change bank accounts or 
get a new debit or credit card?
A.  Log in to your account online. You can 
log in to your account online at any time to 
update your payment source information.  

Q. Will I receive receipts for my 
donations?
A.  Yes. All parishioners enrolled in online 
giving will receive receipts via email.

Q.  What if I feel uncomfortable not 
having something to physically drop 
into the collection basket?
A.  Don’t worry!  You can print donation 
slips that can be placed into the collection 
basket as a visible sign of your electronic 
donations. These slips can be personalized 
with your Name and Church ID. 

Q.  How do I sign up to start donating 
online?
A.  Visit 
Click Give Online or call the parish office 
for more information.

www.saintphilipchurch.org
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THE CENTRALITY OF THEEucharist
Jesus didn’t leave us a lot of rituals. He left us His Word and He left 

us one ritual, the Eucharist. He refers to other rituals such as bap-

tism, and other parts of the Christian scriptures refer to the laying 

on of hands, to the confessing of sins, and to various kinds of 

anointing with oil, but Jesus, Himself, left us only his Word and the 

Eucharist. And it is around these two things, the Word and the 

Eucharist, that we form community; from these we create Church. 

Historically Roman Catholics and Protestants have di�ered as to 

which of these have the priority. In classical Protestant theology 

and practice, the Word is central; it is what first and foremost draws 

us into community. In Roman Catholicism, the Eucharist is given 

priority and the Word and all the other sacraments are ultimately in 

support of the Eucharist. In a vast oversimplification, it might be 

said that Roman Catholics form Church around the Eucharist, while 

seeing the Word as a necessary prelude to and supplement to the 

Eucharist. St. Augustine, perhaps the most influential Christian 

theologian of all time, puts it this way: Jesus didn’t leave us the 

Church and from the Church we derive the Eucharist; rather, for 

him, Jesus left us the Eucharist and from the Eucharist we derive the 

Church. The Church is in service of the Eucharist, not vice versa. 

Heaven will be a banquet table. The Eucharist is already that table. 

Because of this, we firmly believe as Roman Catholics that the 

Eucharist is the source and the summit of all Christian life. 

(Fr. Ronald Rolheiser)

PONDERING THEResurrection
 

St. Paul was emphatic, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is in 

vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14). All the Gospels give witness to the resur-

rection. A note of historical authenticity in these Gospel accounts is 

the initial discovery of the empty tomb by women disciples. 

Women were considered unreliable witnesses in the ancient world 

and if the account were fictional, they would never have appeared 

as the initial witnesses. The Gospels also describe the initial disbe-

lief of the Apostles, most notably that of St. Thomas who insisted 

on touching the scars of the crucifixion on Jesus’ body (John 

20:24-29). The resurrection was not the product of wishful think-

ing on the part of the Apostles but the convincing witness of the 

risen Lord that transformed their fear and doubt to a courageous 

faith that lead most of them to their deaths as martyrs. The resur-

rection was much more than a spiritual vision of Jesus’ soul. His 

body as raised leaving behind an empty tomb. The very words 

used for this event, the Greek words were translated as “raised” and 

“resurrection,” imply bodily resurrection. In addition to the 

appearances to the women disciples, to Peter and the Apostles, 

and to other disciples described in the Gospels, St. Paul recorded 

Christ’s appearance to more than five hundred disciples gathered 

in one place. Most of these, he added, were still alive when he 

wrote, and we may surmise that some of these were possibly 

known to the Corinthians to whom Paul wrote. The resurrection of 

Jesus from the dead is a historical event, witnessed by the empty 

tomb and the appearance of the risen Lord. The birth and continu-

ing existence of the Church and the witnesses of her saints, mar-

tyrs, and her many faithful members down through the ages 

provide an ongoing testimony that Christ is risen, alive, and trans-

forming the lives of those who receive Him. “Without having seen 

Him we love Him, though we do not now see Him, we believe in 

Him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy” (1 Peter 1:8). 

(Jesus 101: God and Man, Dr. John L. Gresham, Ligouri, 2010)



GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the May GRACE program may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending 
it to the school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, 
Pittsburgh 15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May 
GRACE program on May 1, which will include our May 
Crowning ceremony and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is 
April 29. Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly 
benefits the school. 

The SPS Virtual School News – Week 4
This was a short week because of the Easter holiday but 
our virtual learning continues.

• We attended School Mass on Friday and also took a 
virtual field trip to Madrid, Spain courtesy of Spanish 
teacher, Patrick Baker. Mr. Baker studied and taught 
English in Madrid making him the perfect guide for 
the trip. We saw palaces, parks, shops and homes as 
well as many public buildings and plazas. The 
pictures were amazing!

• Birthdays go on and Ryan Jula celebrated this week 
online and his Dad was the mystery reader for the 
day.

• Mrs. Pilarski’s 3rd graders were busy turning fairy tales 
into poems. They posted their work online – here’s a 
sample:

Cinderella 
by Lucy Wrabley

 Cinderella was so pretty,

her stepsisters so petty.

She worked so hard,

I don’t know if she worked in the yard.

She went to the ball,

her slipper did fall.

She met a fine prince,

and soon there was a kiss.

St. Philip 
School 
News
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THE CENTRALITY OF THEEucharist
Jesus didn’t leave us a lot of rituals. He left us His Word and He left 

us one ritual, the Eucharist. He refers to other rituals such as bap-

tism, and other parts of the Christian scriptures refer to the laying 

on of hands, to the confessing of sins, and to various kinds of 

anointing with oil, but Jesus, Himself, left us only his Word and the 

Eucharist. And it is around these two things, the Word and the 

Eucharist, that we form community; from these we create Church. 

Historically Roman Catholics and Protestants have di�ered as to 

which of these have the priority. In classical Protestant theology 

and practice, the Word is central; it is what first and foremost draws 

us into community. In Roman Catholicism, the Eucharist is given 

priority and the Word and all the other sacraments are ultimately in 

support of the Eucharist. In a vast oversimplification, it might be 

said that Roman Catholics form Church around the Eucharist, while 

seeing the Word as a necessary prelude to and supplement to the 

Eucharist. St. Augustine, perhaps the most influential Christian 

theologian of all time, puts it this way: Jesus didn’t leave us the 

Church and from the Church we derive the Eucharist; rather, for 

him, Jesus left us the Eucharist and from the Eucharist we derive the 

Church. The Church is in service of the Eucharist, not vice versa. 

Heaven will be a banquet table. The Eucharist is already that table. 

Because of this, we firmly believe as Roman Catholics that the 

Eucharist is the source and the summit of all Christian life. 

(Fr. Ronald Rolheiser)

Congratulations to St. Philip alumna, Maeve 
Callahan who has been named the 2020-2021 
Northeast Region Area 4 Venturing O�cers’ 
Association President. Maeve most recently 
served as the NER A4 VOA’s Marketing O�cer 
and President of her hometown Crew 638.  
President of her 2019 World Scout Jamboree 
Contingent Northeast Region USA 140, Maeve 
received the Venturing and Discovery 
Awards and holds the distinction of being 
the first female member of her OA lodge and 
her council. Maeve will take a gap year after 
graduating from Oakland Catholic this June 
and will attend college in the Fall of 2021 to 
study journalism and environmental studies.Virtual Trip to Spain.

PONDERING THEResurrection
 

St. Paul was emphatic, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is in 

vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14). All the Gospels give witness to the resur-

rection. A note of historical authenticity in these Gospel accounts is 

the initial discovery of the empty tomb by women disciples. 

Women were considered unreliable witnesses in the ancient world 

and if the account were fictional, they would never have appeared 

as the initial witnesses. The Gospels also describe the initial disbe-

lief of the Apostles, most notably that of St. Thomas who insisted 

on touching the scars of the crucifixion on Jesus’ body (John 

20:24-29). The resurrection was not the product of wishful think-

ing on the part of the Apostles but the convincing witness of the 

risen Lord that transformed their fear and doubt to a courageous 

faith that lead most of them to their deaths as martyrs. The resur-

rection was much more than a spiritual vision of Jesus’ soul. His 

body as raised leaving behind an empty tomb. The very words 

used for this event, the Greek words were translated as “raised” and 

“resurrection,” imply bodily resurrection. In addition to the 

appearances to the women disciples, to Peter and the Apostles, 

and to other disciples described in the Gospels, St. Paul recorded 

Christ’s appearance to more than five hundred disciples gathered 

in one place. Most of these, he added, were still alive when he 

wrote, and we may surmise that some of these were possibly 

known to the Corinthians to whom Paul wrote. The resurrection of 

Jesus from the dead is a historical event, witnessed by the empty 

tomb and the appearance of the risen Lord. The birth and continu-

ing existence of the Church and the witnesses of her saints, mar-

tyrs, and her many faithful members down through the ages 

provide an ongoing testimony that Christ is risen, alive, and trans-

forming the lives of those who receive Him. “Without having seen 

Him we love Him, though we do not now see Him, we believe in 

Him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy” (1 Peter 1:8). 

(Jesus 101: God and Man, Dr. John L. Gresham, Ligouri, 2010)

Birthday boy, Ryan Jula, with his dad. 

Saint Philip Parish Crafton
Friday at 8:00 AM

Search

JOIN US FOR MASS ONLINE! Visit our facebook page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/SaintPhilipParishCrafton/live_videos
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GRACE PROGRAM
Enrollment for the May GRACE program may be made by 
placing your request in the collection basket or sending 
it to the school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, 
Pittsburgh 15205. Enrollment Deadline for the May 
GRACE program on May 1, which will include our May 
Crowning ceremony and Mother’s Day Remembrance, is 
April 29. Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly 
benefits the school. 

The SPS Virtual School News – Week 4
This was a short week because of the Easter holiday but 
our virtual learning continues.

• We attended School Mass on Friday and also took a 
virtual field trip to Madrid, Spain courtesy of Spanish 
teacher, Patrick Baker. Mr. Baker studied and taught 
English in Madrid making him the perfect guide for 
the trip. We saw palaces, parks, shops and homes as 
well as many public buildings and plazas. The 
pictures were amazing!

• Birthdays go on and Ryan Jula celebrated this week 
online and his Dad was the mystery reader for the 
day.

• Mrs. Pilarski’s 3rd graders were busy turning fairy tales 
into poems. They posted their work online – here’s a 
sample:

Cinderella 
by Lucy Wrabley

 Cinderella was so pretty,

her stepsisters so petty.

She worked so hard,

I don’t know if she worked in the yard.

She went to the ball,

her slipper did fall.

She met a fine prince,

and soon there was a kiss.
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THE CENTRALITY OF THEEucharist
Jesus didn’t leave us a lot of rituals. He left us His Word and He left 

us one ritual, the Eucharist. He refers to other rituals such as bap-

tism, and other parts of the Christian scriptures refer to the laying 

on of hands, to the confessing of sins, and to various kinds of 

anointing with oil, but Jesus, Himself, left us only his Word and the 

Eucharist. And it is around these two things, the Word and the 

Eucharist, that we form community; from these we create Church. 

Historically Roman Catholics and Protestants have di�ered as to 

which of these have the priority. In classical Protestant theology 

and practice, the Word is central; it is what first and foremost draws 

us into community. In Roman Catholicism, the Eucharist is given 

priority and the Word and all the other sacraments are ultimately in 

support of the Eucharist. In a vast oversimplification, it might be 

said that Roman Catholics form Church around the Eucharist, while 

seeing the Word as a necessary prelude to and supplement to the 

Eucharist. St. Augustine, perhaps the most influential Christian 

theologian of all time, puts it this way: Jesus didn’t leave us the 

Church and from the Church we derive the Eucharist; rather, for 

him, Jesus left us the Eucharist and from the Eucharist we derive the 

Church. The Church is in service of the Eucharist, not vice versa. 

Heaven will be a banquet table. The Eucharist is already that table. 

Because of this, we firmly believe as Roman Catholics that the 

Eucharist is the source and the summit of all Christian life. 

(Fr. Ronald Rolheiser)

Congratulations to St. Philip alumna, Maeve 
Callahan who has been named the 2020-2021 
Northeast Region Area 4 Venturing O�cers’ 
Association President. Maeve most recently 
served as the NER A4 VOA’s Marketing O�cer 
and President of her hometown Crew 638.  
President of her 2019 World Scout Jamboree 
Contingent Northeast Region USA 140, Maeve 
received the Venturing and Discovery 
Awards and holds the distinction of being 
the first female member of her OA lodge and 
her council. Maeve will take a gap year after 
graduating from Oakland Catholic this June 
and will attend college in the Fall of 2021 to 
study journalism and environmental studies.

PONDERING THEResurrection
 

St. Paul was emphatic, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is in 

vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14). All the Gospels give witness to the resur-

rection. A note of historical authenticity in these Gospel accounts is 

the initial discovery of the empty tomb by women disciples. 

Women were considered unreliable witnesses in the ancient world 

and if the account were fictional, they would never have appeared 

as the initial witnesses. The Gospels also describe the initial disbe-

lief of the Apostles, most notably that of St. Thomas who insisted 

on touching the scars of the crucifixion on Jesus’ body (John 

20:24-29). The resurrection was not the product of wishful think-

ing on the part of the Apostles but the convincing witness of the 

risen Lord that transformed their fear and doubt to a courageous 

faith that lead most of them to their deaths as martyrs. The resur-

rection was much more than a spiritual vision of Jesus’ soul. His 

body as raised leaving behind an empty tomb. The very words 

used for this event, the Greek words were translated as “raised” and 

“resurrection,” imply bodily resurrection. In addition to the 

appearances to the women disciples, to Peter and the Apostles, 

and to other disciples described in the Gospels, St. Paul recorded 

Christ’s appearance to more than five hundred disciples gathered 

in one place. Most of these, he added, were still alive when he 

wrote, and we may surmise that some of these were possibly 

known to the Corinthians to whom Paul wrote. The resurrection of 

Jesus from the dead is a historical event, witnessed by the empty 

tomb and the appearance of the risen Lord. The birth and continu-

ing existence of the Church and the witnesses of her saints, mar-

tyrs, and her many faithful members down through the ages 

provide an ongoing testimony that Christ is risen, alive, and trans-

forming the lives of those who receive Him. “Without having seen 

Him we love Him, though we do not now see Him, we believe in 

Him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy” (1 Peter 1:8). 

(Jesus 101: God and Man, Dr. John L. Gresham, Ligouri, 2010)

Alumni
CORNER

St. Philip Alumna Maeve Callahan.
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Our Lenten Series was enjoyed 
by all who participated. 

THE CENTRALITY OF THEEucharist
Jesus didn’t leave us a lot of rituals. He left us His Word and He left 

us one ritual, the Eucharist. He refers to other rituals such as bap-

tism, and other parts of the Christian scriptures refer to the laying 

on of hands, to the confessing of sins, and to various kinds of 

anointing with oil, but Jesus, Himself, left us only his Word and the 

Eucharist. And it is around these two things, the Word and the 

Eucharist, that we form community; from these we create Church. 

Historically Roman Catholics and Protestants have di�ered as to 

which of these have the priority. In classical Protestant theology 

and practice, the Word is central; it is what first and foremost draws 

us into community. In Roman Catholicism, the Eucharist is given 

priority and the Word and all the other sacraments are ultimately in 

support of the Eucharist. In a vast oversimplification, it might be 

said that Roman Catholics form Church around the Eucharist, while 

seeing the Word as a necessary prelude to and supplement to the 

Eucharist. St. Augustine, perhaps the most influential Christian 

theologian of all time, puts it this way: Jesus didn’t leave us the 

Church and from the Church we derive the Eucharist; rather, for 

him, Jesus left us the Eucharist and from the Eucharist we derive the 

Church. The Church is in service of the Eucharist, not vice versa. 

Heaven will be a banquet table. The Eucharist is already that table. 

Because of this, we firmly believe as Roman Catholics that the 

Eucharist is the source and the summit of all Christian life. 

(Fr. Ronald Rolheiser)

PONDERING THEResurrection
 

St. Paul was emphatic, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is in 

vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14). All the Gospels give witness to the resur-

rection. A note of historical authenticity in these Gospel accounts is 

the initial discovery of the empty tomb by women disciples. 

Women were considered unreliable witnesses in the ancient world 

and if the account were fictional, they would never have appeared 

as the initial witnesses. The Gospels also describe the initial disbe-

lief of the Apostles, most notably that of St. Thomas who insisted 

on touching the scars of the crucifixion on Jesus’ body (John 

20:24-29). The resurrection was not the product of wishful think-

ing on the part of the Apostles but the convincing witness of the 

risen Lord that transformed their fear and doubt to a courageous 

faith that lead most of them to their deaths as martyrs. The resur-

rection was much more than a spiritual vision of Jesus’ soul. His 

body as raised leaving behind an empty tomb. The very words 

used for this event, the Greek words were translated as “raised” and 

“resurrection,” imply bodily resurrection. In addition to the 

appearances to the women disciples, to Peter and the Apostles, 

and to other disciples described in the Gospels, St. Paul recorded 

Christ’s appearance to more than five hundred disciples gathered 

in one place. Most of these, he added, were still alive when he 

wrote, and we may surmise that some of these were possibly 

known to the Corinthians to whom Paul wrote. The resurrection of 

Jesus from the dead is a historical event, witnessed by the empty 

tomb and the appearance of the risen Lord. The birth and continu-

ing existence of the Church and the witnesses of her saints, mar-

tyrs, and her many faithful members down through the ages 

provide an ongoing testimony that Christ is risen, alive, and trans-

forming the lives of those who receive Him. “Without having seen 

Him we love Him, though we do not now see Him, we believe in 

Him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy” (1 Peter 1:8). 

(Jesus 101: God and Man, Dr. John L. Gresham, Ligouri, 2010)
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THE CENTRALITY OF THEEucharist
Jesus didn’t leave us a lot of rituals. He left us His Word and He left 

us one ritual, the Eucharist. He refers to other rituals such as bap-

tism, and other parts of the Christian scriptures refer to the laying 

on of hands, to the confessing of sins, and to various kinds of 

anointing with oil, but Jesus, Himself, left us only his Word and the 

Eucharist. And it is around these two things, the Word and the 

Eucharist, that we form community; from these we create Church. 

Historically Roman Catholics and Protestants have di�ered as to 

which of these have the priority. In classical Protestant theology 

and practice, the Word is central; it is what first and foremost draws 

us into community. In Roman Catholicism, the Eucharist is given 

priority and the Word and all the other sacraments are ultimately in 

support of the Eucharist. In a vast oversimplification, it might be 

said that Roman Catholics form Church around the Eucharist, while 

seeing the Word as a necessary prelude to and supplement to the 

Eucharist. St. Augustine, perhaps the most influential Christian 

theologian of all time, puts it this way: Jesus didn’t leave us the 

Church and from the Church we derive the Eucharist; rather, for 

him, Jesus left us the Eucharist and from the Eucharist we derive the 

Church. The Church is in service of the Eucharist, not vice versa. 

Heaven will be a banquet table. The Eucharist is already that table. 

Because of this, we firmly believe as Roman Catholics that the 

Eucharist is the source and the summit of all Christian life. 

(Fr. Ronald Rolheiser)

PONDERING THEResurrection
 

St. Paul was emphatic, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is in 

vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14). All the Gospels give witness to the resur-

rection. A note of historical authenticity in these Gospel accounts is 

the initial discovery of the empty tomb by women disciples. 

Women were considered unreliable witnesses in the ancient world 

and if the account were fictional, they would never have appeared 

as the initial witnesses. The Gospels also describe the initial disbe-

lief of the Apostles, most notably that of St. Thomas who insisted 

on touching the scars of the crucifixion on Jesus’ body (John 

20:24-29). The resurrection was not the product of wishful think-

ing on the part of the Apostles but the convincing witness of the 

risen Lord that transformed their fear and doubt to a courageous 

faith that lead most of them to their deaths as martyrs. The resur-

rection was much more than a spiritual vision of Jesus’ soul. His 

body as raised leaving behind an empty tomb. The very words 

used for this event, the Greek words were translated as “raised” and 

“resurrection,” imply bodily resurrection. In addition to the 

appearances to the women disciples, to Peter and the Apostles, 

and to other disciples described in the Gospels, St. Paul recorded 

Christ’s appearance to more than five hundred disciples gathered 

in one place. Most of these, he added, were still alive when he 

wrote, and we may surmise that some of these were possibly 

known to the Corinthians to whom Paul wrote. The resurrection of 

Jesus from the dead is a historical event, witnessed by the empty 

tomb and the appearance of the risen Lord. The birth and continu-

ing existence of the Church and the witnesses of her saints, mar-

tyrs, and her many faithful members down through the ages 

provide an ongoing testimony that Christ is risen, alive, and trans-

forming the lives of those who receive Him. “Without having seen 

Him we love Him, though we do not now see Him, we believe in 

Him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy” (1 Peter 1:8). 

(Jesus 101: God and Man, Dr. John L. Gresham, Ligouri, 2010)



ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE 

With so many people out of work, the government has 
stepped in and put protections into place to prevent you 
from losing your home or utility service during this 
unprecedented time. It is important that you under-
stand your rights now and what will happen when 
things go back to normal.

The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission has 
ordered that utility service cannot be terminated as long 
as the governor’s disaster declaration is in place.  We do 
not know how long the disaster declaration will last, so 
we also do not know how long there is a moratorium on 
shuto�s. Also, some local utility companies voluntarily 
restored service to those who had been shut o� before 
the pandemic.

An Order by the President Judge of the Common Pleas 
Court of Allegheny County has put a hold on all 
evictions until May 8, but that date has already been 
extended once and could be extended again. Another 
Order from Common Pleas Court postponed all of the 
sheri�’s sales scheduled for May 4 to July 6. Therefore, 
the first possible sheri�’s sale date is June 1, but those 
sales could also be postponed depending on how the 
situation evolves. Also, some banks have signed up for 
the PA Care Package, a program in which banks volun-
tarily agree to delay certain collection actions from 60 to 
90 days.

These delays in shuto�s, evictions, sheri�’s sales and 
other collection actions provide much-needed breathing 
room for those who have been financially impacted by 
COVID-19. However, these delays do not mean that any 
of the debt is forgiven. When the delays end, people will 
be expected to get caught up on their debts. Hopefully, 
utility companies, banks and landlords will be under-
standing and will be willing to work out payment plans 
to help people get caught up, but that is no guarantee.

It is imperative that people not view this as a vacation 
from their bills. If you are falling behind in a bill, reach 
out to the creditor and try to work out payment arrange-
ments. If you get a stimulus check, consider putting it 
toward bills if you do not have enough income coming 
in to cover them. While the St. Philip Conference of the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul has been receiving 
relatively few requests for financial assistance in the past 
two weeks, we expect that to change very quickly once 
these moratoriums are lifted. If, despite your best 
e�orts, you need help with your bills, please feel free to 
reach out to us.

At this time, we are only accepting monetary donations.  
Donations in the blue bins are not being picked up at 
this time. Do not place any donations in or around the 
blue bins. Please hold your donations at home until 
pickups resume! In addition to mailing monetary dona-
tions to the parish o�ce at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15205, donations can now be made online by visiting 
https://saintphilipchurch.weshareonline.org/ws/ 
opportunities/SaintVincentDePaul. We will inform you 
as soon as we begin accepting other types of donations 
again.  

As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of 
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.
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THE CENTRALITY OF THEEucharist
Jesus didn’t leave us a lot of rituals. He left us His Word and He left 

us one ritual, the Eucharist. He refers to other rituals such as bap-

tism, and other parts of the Christian scriptures refer to the laying 

on of hands, to the confessing of sins, and to various kinds of 

anointing with oil, but Jesus, Himself, left us only his Word and the 

Eucharist. And it is around these two things, the Word and the 

Eucharist, that we form community; from these we create Church. 

Historically Roman Catholics and Protestants have di�ered as to 

which of these have the priority. In classical Protestant theology 

and practice, the Word is central; it is what first and foremost draws 

us into community. In Roman Catholicism, the Eucharist is given 

priority and the Word and all the other sacraments are ultimately in 

support of the Eucharist. In a vast oversimplification, it might be 

said that Roman Catholics form Church around the Eucharist, while 

seeing the Word as a necessary prelude to and supplement to the 

Eucharist. St. Augustine, perhaps the most influential Christian 

theologian of all time, puts it this way: Jesus didn’t leave us the 

Church and from the Church we derive the Eucharist; rather, for 

him, Jesus left us the Eucharist and from the Eucharist we derive the 

Church. The Church is in service of the Eucharist, not vice versa. 

Heaven will be a banquet table. The Eucharist is already that table. 

Because of this, we firmly believe as Roman Catholics that the 

Eucharist is the source and the summit of all Christian life. 

(Fr. Ronald Rolheiser)

PONDERING THEResurrection
 

St. Paul was emphatic, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is in 

vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14). All the Gospels give witness to the resur-

rection. A note of historical authenticity in these Gospel accounts is 

the initial discovery of the empty tomb by women disciples. 

Women were considered unreliable witnesses in the ancient world 

and if the account were fictional, they would never have appeared 

as the initial witnesses. The Gospels also describe the initial disbe-

lief of the Apostles, most notably that of St. Thomas who insisted 

on touching the scars of the crucifixion on Jesus’ body (John 

20:24-29). The resurrection was not the product of wishful think-

ing on the part of the Apostles but the convincing witness of the 

risen Lord that transformed their fear and doubt to a courageous 

faith that lead most of them to their deaths as martyrs. The resur-

rection was much more than a spiritual vision of Jesus’ soul. His 

body as raised leaving behind an empty tomb. The very words 

used for this event, the Greek words were translated as “raised” and 

“resurrection,” imply bodily resurrection. In addition to the 

appearances to the women disciples, to Peter and the Apostles, 

and to other disciples described in the Gospels, St. Paul recorded 

Christ’s appearance to more than five hundred disciples gathered 

in one place. Most of these, he added, were still alive when he 

wrote, and we may surmise that some of these were possibly 

known to the Corinthians to whom Paul wrote. The resurrection of 

Jesus from the dead is a historical event, witnessed by the empty 

tomb and the appearance of the risen Lord. The birth and continu-

ing existence of the Church and the witnesses of her saints, mar-

tyrs, and her many faithful members down through the ages 

provide an ongoing testimony that Christ is risen, alive, and trans-

forming the lives of those who receive Him. “Without having seen 

Him we love Him, though we do not now see Him, we believe in 

Him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy” (1 Peter 1:8). 

(Jesus 101: God and Man, Dr. John L. Gresham, Ligouri, 2010)
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JIM & LOU TORCASI
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Windows • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
 922-0543 922-8044Parishioners

 COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh
 412-921-4504 Pharmacy 921-7250

 THORNWOOD VETERINARY HOSPITAL
 (1/4 mile west of the Thornburg Bridge)
 RAYMOND J. SCHUERGER, D.V.M.
 (412) 921-1474 • 4211 Steubenville Pike • Pittsburgh

 (412) 928-2757
 www.olandertree.com
 TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
 GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
 STUMP GRINDING
Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

HERSHBERGER
STOVER INC
FUNERAL HOME

CREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213
170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FD

 A Veteran Owned
 Funeral Home

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
Driveways • Basement Floors

Steps • Sidewalks • etc.
Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway

Stone • Retaining walls • Licensed and Insured
(412) 921-5685

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

www.westhillslaw.com

West Hills Law
412-329-6959

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
 • DUI
 • Personal Injury
 • Estate Planning
 • Estate Administration
 5021 Noblestown Rd.
 Oakdale, PA

“CALL THE DOCTOR”
D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers

(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.
State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs
4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service

email: schuler293@comcast.com website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

45 Years of Quality Service

Compliments
 of an

Anonymous 
Donor

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
No job too big or too small! We do 

kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't be fooled" p a  l aw  a l l o w s  You t o  Choose your repair shop

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

free
estiMates

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

 GOOD ORTHODONTICS
 Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
 Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.
 “We shall never know all
 the good that a simple
 smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
 Washington Pleasant Hills Mt. Lebanon
 724-225-1114 412-655-4660 412-344-4663

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso 
412.431.0500

Sales • Rentals • Property Management

www.galassorealestate.com

Buyer & Seller Representation 

Serving Entire Pittsburgh Area for Over 60 Years 

Professional Leasing and Rental Property & 
Management Services for Your Investment
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WOLBERT
AUTO BODY & REPAIR

– Family Business –
Serving the community

for over 40 years
 Pennsylvania
 State Inspection
 24-Hour
 Emergency Towing

 922-8898
47 East Crafton Ave.

 Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
 4245 Steubenville Pike
 Pittsburgh, PA 15205

 (412) 922-2171

CRAFTON
SERVICE CENTER

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-922-6265
328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE

Family Owned Since 1959 
 We do PA State Inspections
 and general auto repairs.
 Bus stops at door.

3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309
www.schneidersauto.com

 BRUNI PLUMBING, INC
 Thomas Bruni
 Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified
412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.
 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705
 John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral Director • Anthony G. Staab, Supervisor

Family Owned
Since 1886

 William F. Conroy PatriCk m. mCGoWan
 Funeral Director/Supervisor Funeral Director

Pre-PlanninG • traditional & Cremation ServiCeS

2944 Chartiers Avenue   Phone: 412-331-5192
www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com

 ~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

 Charles H. Sakai
 Family Dentistry

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411

(412) 596-4346

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–

GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road

(412) 771-4151 McKees Rocks

 Murphy s Family Dentistry
 Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.
 412-331-6712 
 2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber Shop
Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner

412-458-5357
3 W. Prospect Ave. 

(across from Ingram Busway)

PAINTING
Interior - Exterior 
35 years experience

(412) 403-2099
Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner

License: PA133887

THIS SPACE IS

Caring Since 1886 

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 Family Owned & Operated
 Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700
4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~
APPLIANCE

SERVICE CENTER
tOver 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

“The Appliance Experts”
WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

Flowers For 
All Occasions

600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100
www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

“Do It Right Call”

PAVE-RITE
(412) 264-8404

JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT 
jackand@paverite.net

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA 

150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: 412-257-1779 

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978
www.XtremeTruck.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313
www.bridgevilleappliance.com

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc.
b. david mcdermott, 
supervisor / parishioner 412.921.3661CREMATION OPTIONS

schepnermcdermott.com

crafton 
pa 15205


