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MASS SCHEDULE  
Masses are held at St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship Site
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CONFESSION  
O�ered Saturdays from 12:15pm to 
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS  
Baptism: A seminar is required for 
first-time parents. Baptisms are 
celebrated on the first and third 
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at  
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension 
Worship Site. Please call the Religious 
Education O�ce at 412-922-6388 for 
more information.

Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted 
six months in advance of wedding. 
Participation in Pre-Cana Program 
required. Please contact the Parish 
Priests for more information.

Anointing of the Sick: Following a 
weekend Mass and on the last 
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at 
Ascension Worship Site.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA): Call the O�ce of Religious 
Education for more information.

Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the 
Parish Priests for more information.

Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a 
person who has been hurt by abuse from 
clergy or others associated with the Church, 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh o�ers assistance 
with counseling, spiritual direction and 
referrals to other supportive services.

For information, contact our Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.

Protecting God’s Children — 
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235

CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse

Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.

CANCELLATION OF DAILY AND SUNDAY MASSES
Even though the celebration of public Masses in the Diocese of Pittsburgh have been 
cancelled as per the directive of Bishop David Zubik, Fr. John Gizler, Fr. Jack 
Forbidussi and Fr. Joseph Scheib will still celebrate Masses in private at St. Philip 
Parish. This will satisfy the intentions which you have scheduled for your loved 
ones and friends.

LOCATION TIME  MASS INTENTION  OFFERED BY

SATURDAY, MAY 2 — SAINT ATHANASIUS, BISHOP AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Ascension 8:00am  Charles & Maxine Skubal Granddaughter & Family

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Mr. & Mrs. Tony Jordan Bob & Carol Jordan

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Regis Kormick  Wife, Marcy Kormick

SUNDAY, MAY 3 — FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER    

St. Philip 7:00am  Daniel, Rose Marie &  Brannan Family
    Donald Brannan

Ascension 9:30am  Don Moody  Ed & Jean Harkins

St. Philip 11:00am  Mary & Christopher Sprowls Family

MONDAY, MAY 4 — EASTER WEEKDAY     

St. Philip 8:00am  Living & Deceased of the Ray & Paula Butter
    Butter & Novoselski Families

TUESDAY, MAY 5 — EASTER WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Living & Deceased Members of Saint Philip Parish

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6 — EASTER WEEKDAY     

St. Philip 8:00am  Marty Giglio  Wife, Paula

THURSDAY, MAY 7 — EASTER WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Audrey & Valentino Nania Valarie & Richard Nania

FRIDAY, MAY 8 — EASTER WEEKDAY      

St. Philip 8:00am  Mary Baiardo  Caroline Kelly & Family

SATURDAY, MAY 9 — EASTER WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  John Lugaila  Pat & Bob Smith

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Living & Deceased Mothers of Saint Philip Parish

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Living & Deceased Mothers of Saint Philip Parish

SUNDAY, MAY 10 — FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   (MOTHER’S DAY)  

St. Philip 7:00am  Living & Deceased Mothers of Saint Philip Parish

Ascension 9:30am  Living & Deceased Mothers of Saint Philip Parish

St. Philip 11:00am  Living & Deceased Mothers of Saint Philip Parish

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today 
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.
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The Good Shepherd We are now in the Fourth Sunday of 
Easter and this week we do not have a resurrection appear-
ance story. The Church gives us instead this parable or, in the 
words of the Gospel (John 10:1-10), a “figure of speech” from 
Jesus himself. Though the term is not used in these ten verses, 
this is the beginning of the “Good Shepherd” parabolic 
discourse. This section might be more properly called the 
“Gate” discourse, wherein Jesus says He is the gate through 
which the sheep enter and are saved. The distinction of Jesus 
as the gate is significant and should not immediately be 
conflated with Jesus as Good Shepherd, which is stated 
explicitly later in this chapter. Here we see Jesus as the “Gate” 
with an accompanying image of the gatekeeper. The images 
in this figure of speech are rooted in antiquity, or at least in a 
di�erent culture. A sheepfold, for examples, is typically a 
small or low stone fence/wall that is open to the sky. The 
proper way to enter is via the gate. Thus, Jesus 
says the one who climbs over the stone wall is 
“a thief and a robber.” The means to entry is 
the gate. Further, the sheep will hear the voice 
of the gatekeeper and will follow him, but 
they do not recognize and will not follow the 
voice of strangers. 

Apparently, this imagery went over the heads 
of Jesus’ audience so He said explicitly, “I am 
the gate.” The Fourth Gospel never uses the 
term “parable;” that is a term used in the 
Synoptic Gospels. As we saw above, the 
evangelist says that Jesus taught in a “figure of speech.” Rather 
than parables, in the Fourth Gospel we might say that Jesus 
speaks in “parabolic discourse.” The di�erence might seem to 
be splitting hairs, but what it means is rather than saying “the 
kingdom of heaven is like…” Jesus says, “I am…” So, for example, 
rather than saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a sheepfold 
and the gate through which the sheep enter and leave,” Jesus 
says, “I am the gate.” Similarly, Jesus will say in the Gospel of 
John, “I am the Good Shepherd,” “I am the Vine,” “I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life,” or “I am the Resurrection.” All of these 
are figures of speech and parabolic discourses. We recall in this 
Easter season that Jesus is the gate through which we are saved. 
Jesus is the means by which we enter the sheepfold, paradise, 
heaven itself.  (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Prayerful Ponderings
1. The psalmist sings, “The Lord is my shepherd…beside 

restful waters He leads me; He refreshes my soul.” In what 
areas of your life are you in need of refreshment?

2. In the gospel acclamation we hear the title for Jesus as “the 
Good Shepherd” who knows and is known by His sheep. 
How do you experience Jesus’ shepherding care in your 
life?

Honoring Our Blessed Mother in May As we begin this month of 
May, dedicated to our Blessed Mother, I would like to share a few 
reflections about her over the next few weeks. Today’s reflection 
comes from Professor Alan Schreck of Franciscan University of 
Steubenville and is titled “Mary’s Response to God:” God had 
chosen Mary from before all time to be the Mother of the Savior, 
but her response to God’s call was crucial. She freely chose to 
accept God’s plan for her life. The angel Gabriel appeared to this 
young girl and announced that she was to bear a son                            
(Lk 1:26-33). Mary being a virgin, was naturally perplexed and 
responded, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a 
man?” (Lk 1:34). After Gabriel explained that “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshad-
ow you” (Lk 1:35), Mary’s response was simple and full of faith: 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me 
according to your word” (Lk 1:38). 

Catholics honor Mary because of this great faith and obedi-
ence. Many early Christian writers noted that God allowed His 
whole plan of salvation to hinge on Mary’s free response to 
Gabriel’s message. Because of her “yes” to God, Mary is the 

new Eve, reversing the first Eve’s “no.” By the 
disobedience of Eve and her spouse, all of 
humanity became immersed in the bondage of 
sin. Mary’s obedience to God opened the way 
for the saving work of Jesus. As St. Irenaeus 
explained late in the second century, “The knot 
of Eve’s disobedience was loosed by the obedi-
ence of Mary. What the virgin Eve had bound in 
unbelief, the virgin Mary loosed through faith.”

Mary responded to God in her great prayer of 
praise, the “Magnificat” (Lk 1:46-55). She 
acknowledged the honor God had given to her 
– “from now on all ages will call me blessed”                             

(Lk 1:48). But she immediately directed all praise for this back 
to God – “The Mighty One has done great things for me, and 
holy is His name” (Lk 1:49). Mary’s “yes” to God brought her 
hardship and su�ering as well as honor. She gave birth to 
Jesus in a stable, then had to flee to Egypt to escape Herod’s 
wrath. When Mary and Joseph presented Jesus in the temple, 
Simeon prophesied that she would be pierced with a sword 
(Lk 2:35). She witnessed her Son’s death. Mary also experi-
enced the normal anxieties of a mother, as when the 
twelve-year-old Jesus was lost in Jerusalem. Yet Scripture 
never shows her complaining about these trials. “But Mary 
kept all these things, pondering them in her heart” (Lk 2:19).

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III jgizler@diopitt.org

“ The person who 

is most high among 

us must be at the 

service of others.”
- Pope Francis
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THE SPS VIRTUAL SCHOOL NEWS – WEEK 5
• 5th Grade enjoyed doing a scavenger hunt during their 

“virtual recess.” They had to find something that had 
numbers on it. They were quite creative in what they 
found!

• 3rd grade students have been studying space and the 
solar system. Each week, the students completed a Web 
quest, answering questions and watching videos about 
a particular space related topic. Our last quest was 
“constellations.”  Students had to research and identify 
20 di�erent constellations and then pick one to 
recreate. They had to identify any bright stars and write 
about the mythology and describe it. Next week, we 
will continue our space exploration, by downloading 
an App that will help us identify objects in the night sky 
and will also be recreating the “Solar System.”

• The students in Kindergarten, First and Second 
Grades were invited to an Earth Celebration hosted 
by their teachers. Stories about pollution and new life 
in nature were shared, an experiment illustrating 
pollution was conducted, and a directed drawing 
created by all the participants.  Students enjoyed the 
activities but also delighted in seeing the other 
students outside of their homerooms. The event 
kicked o� the Earth Week for SPS.  Teachers in grades 
K-2 are planning additional joint events for the weeks 
to come.  

• Miss McGaughey hosted “Art Recess,” for 3A and 3B. 
The students shared artwork from their home that 
was special to them. In Show & Tell fashion, students 
engaged in a makeshift art critique

• After zoom class, kindergarten had a guest reader. 
Mrs. Madden came to read two stories. Anna also 
celebrated her birthday with the class.

• Mrs. Pilarski led this week’s field trip to Mexico City. 
Having lived there for several years, Mrs. Pilarski 
expertly guided the children through the attractions 
of Mexico City including the magnificent Cathedral, 
the Aztec ruins outside the city, and the beautiful 
shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Almost 100 students 
and family attended this spectacular presentation.

St. Philip Catholic Parish  |  5

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Congratulations to SPS alumna and Oakland 
Catholic senior, Andalushia Reilly, who 
received the prestigious President’s Award at the 
Senior Recognition Ceremony. Andalushia will 
attend Carnegie Mellon University in the Fall.



THE SPS VIRTUAL SCHOOL NEWS – WEEK 5
• 5th Grade enjoyed doing a scavenger hunt during their 

“virtual recess.” They had to find something that had 
numbers on it. They were quite creative in what they 
found!

• 3rd grade students have been studying space and the 
solar system. Each week, the students completed a Web 
quest, answering questions and watching videos about 
a particular space related topic. Our last quest was 
“constellations.”  Students had to research and identify 
20 di�erent constellations and then pick one to 
recreate. They had to identify any bright stars and write 
about the mythology and describe it. Next week, we 
will continue our space exploration, by downloading 
an App that will help us identify objects in the night sky 
and will also be recreating the “Solar System.”

• The students in Kindergarten, First and Second 
Grades were invited to an Earth Celebration hosted 
by their teachers. Stories about pollution and new life 
in nature were shared, an experiment illustrating 
pollution was conducted, and a directed drawing 
created by all the participants.  Students enjoyed the 
activities but also delighted in seeing the other 
students outside of their homerooms. The event 
kicked o� the Earth Week for SPS.  Teachers in grades 
K-2 are planning additional joint events for the weeks 
to come.  

• Miss McGaughey hosted “Art Recess,” for 3A and 3B. 
The students shared artwork from their home that 
was special to them. In Show & Tell fashion, students 
engaged in a makeshift art critique

• After zoom class, kindergarten had a guest reader. 
Mrs. Madden came to read two stories. Anna also 
celebrated her birthday with the class.

• Mrs. Pilarski led this week’s field trip to Mexico City. 
Having lived there for several years, Mrs. Pilarski 
expertly guided the children through the attractions 
of Mexico City including the magnificent Cathedral, 
the Aztec ruins outside the city, and the beautiful 
shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Almost 100 students 
and family attended this spectacular presentation.

6  |  Fourth Sunday of Easter

Parish 
News

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!
Until weekly Masses resume, you may mail your 
weekly o�ering to the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry 
Street, Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it o� in the mail box 
located outside the main o�ce door. St. Philip Parish 
also now o�ers the option for ONLINE GIVING.

PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED
Due to the current health crisis the Parish O�ces 
will be closed for all ordinary parish business.  
However, in case of emergency, please call the 
parish at 412-922-6300 and the answering service 
will contact one of the priests.

CANCELLATION OF DAILY 
AND SUNDAY MASSES
Even though the celebration of public Masses in the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh have been cancelled as per 
the instruction of Bishop David Zubik, Fr. John 
Gizler, Fr. Jack Forbidussi and Fr. Joseph Scheib will 
still celebrate Masses in private at St. Philip Parish.  
This will satisfy the intentions which you have 
scheduled for your loved ones and friends.

ANNUAL HOLY LAND COLLECTION FOR 
2020 POSTPONED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 13
The current COVID-19 pandemic concerns many 
countries and in many of them preventive mea-
sures precluded the normal community celebration 
of Holy Week.  The Christian communities in the 
Holy Land, also exposed to the risk of contagion 
and living in context already full of serious su�er-
ing, benefit every year from the generosity of the 
faithful from all over the world.  This solidarity 
enables them to continue their evangelical pres-
ence, in addition to maintaining schools and social 
structures that assist all citizens with healthcare, 
education and peaceful coexistence, attending to 
the weakest and poorest.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Congratulations to SPS alumna and Oakland 
Catholic senior, Andalushia Reilly, who 
received the prestigious President’s Award at the 
Senior Recognition Ceremony. Andalushia will 
attend Carnegie Mellon University in the Fall.

For this reason, Pope Francis has approved the proposal 
that the Collection for the Holy Land for year 2020 take 
place on Sunday, September 13, near the feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross.

WEDDINGS AT ST. PHILIP PARISH
Are you seeking to be married in the Catholic 
Church?  Would you like to have your wedding at 
St. Philip Parish? Please remember that engaged 
couples are required to meet with one of our parish 
priests for an Intake Meeting prior to scheduling a 
wedding date. We strongly recommend waiting to 
book your reception venue until you have met with 
the priest. Diocesan policy also asks that a 
six-month period of preparation take place prior to 
any wedding. 
Weddings at St. Philip Parish may be celebrated on 
Friday evenings at 5:00pm or Saturdays at 2:00pm.
Please contact Maureen Takach in the Parish O�ce 
at 412-922-6300, ext. 6 for additional information.

Spiritual Communion
1. Create a sacred space in your home.
2. Gather with others in your household and  

begin a time of prayer with the Sign of the 
Cross.

3. Take time to read and reflect upon the readings 
from Sunday Mass. You can find readings at 
usccb.org.

4. Share prayer intentions quietly or aloud.
5. Pray the Lord’s Prayer.
6. Recite a prayer of spiritual communion:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

DID YOU KNOW?
While the Catholic Church allows for cremation, it 
still guards against situations where cremains are 
not given proper respect. As the Rite states, “the 

cremated remains of a body should be treated with the same respect 
given to the human body from which they come.” This respect includes 
a proper burial. As the Rite continues, “The cremated remains should 
be buried in a grave or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium. The 
practice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on 
the ground, or keeping cremated remains in the home of a relative or 
friend of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church 
requires.” 

Reverence for the body, therefore, is the underlying reason why 
the Church opposes the above practices, which would also include 
distributing cremains to be worn in jewelry. Our bodies, and the 
remains of our bodies, are not mere objects or commodities; 
rather, they have dignity that demand respect and reverence. 

GUIDELINES FOR CATHOLIC GODPARENTS/SPONSORS
When choosing godparents or sponsors for Baptism or Confirma-
tion, please keep in mind the following: Godparents/Sponsors 
must be at least 16 years of age, and be a baptized and confirmed 
Roman Catholic. They must lead a life in harmony with the Catholic 
Faith (including valid Catholic marriage). The mother or father 
cannot be the godparent/sponsor. For the Sacrament of Baptism:  
A baptized person who belongs to another Christian community 
(Lutheran, Episcopal, Presbyterian, etc.) may be admitted only as a 
Christian Witness (not a godparent) provided there is at least one 
Roman Catholic godparent who fulfills the above criteria. A 
non-baptized person cannot be a witness.
(Code of Canon Law, cc.872-874).
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Sanctuary     Lamp

ADVERTISER of the Week 

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns 

In Loving Memory of Marty Giglio

O�ered by Wife, Paula

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension 

burns In Honor of Felix & Ottlee Rodgers

O�ered by Pat Rodgers

GALASSO REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Thank you for helping to underwrite the 
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.

In the “figure of speech” in today’s Gospel, we are sheep 
whereas Jesus is the gate for the sheepfold. The imagery is 
simple and ancient. Here there is not “heaven” but instead a 
place of safety and security from the world with its dangers 
and threats. Even this place of safety is not entirely secure, as 
there are some thieves and robbers who would climb the 
fence, not entering through the gate. Our only “protection” 
from such dangers is that we would not follow their voce. This 
figure of speech should give us pause. Are we led astray by 
other voices in the culture – voices that might appeal to our 
preconceived ideologies or that would soothe us with 
simplistic and self-serving messages? Let us die to the other 
voices calling us away from gospel values. Let us know the 
gate through which we enter the sheepfold and not be called 
away by other voices. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)
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the weakest and poorest.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Congratulations to SPS alumna and Oakland 
Catholic senior, Andalushia Reilly, who 
received the prestigious President’s Award at the 
Senior Recognition Ceremony. Andalushia will 
attend Carnegie Mellon University in the Fall.

For this reason, Pope Francis has approved the proposal 
that the Collection for the Holy Land for year 2020 take 
place on Sunday, September 13, near the feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross.

WEDDINGS AT ST. PHILIP PARISH
Are you seeking to be married in the Catholic 
Church?  Would you like to have your wedding at 
St. Philip Parish? Please remember that engaged 
couples are required to meet with one of our parish 
priests for an Intake Meeting prior to scheduling a 
wedding date. We strongly recommend waiting to 
book your reception venue until you have met with 
the priest. Diocesan policy also asks that a 
six-month period of preparation take place prior to 
any wedding. 
Weddings at St. Philip Parish may be celebrated on 
Friday evenings at 5:00pm or Saturdays at 2:00pm.
Please contact Maureen Takach in the Parish O�ce 
at 412-922-6300, ext. 6 for additional information.

Spiritual Communion
1. Create a sacred space in your home.
2. Gather with others in your household and  

begin a time of prayer with the Sign of the 
Cross.

3. Take time to read and reflect upon the readings 
from Sunday Mass. You can find readings at 
usccb.org.

4. Share prayer intentions quietly or aloud.
5. Pray the Lord’s Prayer.
6. Recite a prayer of spiritual communion:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

DID YOU KNOW?
While the Catholic Church allows for cremation, it 
still guards against situations where cremains are 
not given proper respect. As the Rite states, “the 

cremated remains of a body should be treated with the same respect 
given to the human body from which they come.” This respect includes 
a proper burial. As the Rite continues, “The cremated remains should 
be buried in a grave or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium. The 
practice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on 
the ground, or keeping cremated remains in the home of a relative or 
friend of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church 
requires.” 

Reverence for the body, therefore, is the underlying reason why 
the Church opposes the above practices, which would also include 
distributing cremains to be worn in jewelry. Our bodies, and the 
remains of our bodies, are not mere objects or commodities; 
rather, they have dignity that demand respect and reverence. 

GUIDELINES FOR CATHOLIC GODPARENTS/SPONSORS
When choosing godparents or sponsors for Baptism or Confirma-
tion, please keep in mind the following: Godparents/Sponsors 
must be at least 16 years of age, and be a baptized and confirmed 
Roman Catholic. They must lead a life in harmony with the Catholic 
Faith (including valid Catholic marriage). The mother or father 
cannot be the godparent/sponsor. For the Sacrament of Baptism:  
A baptized person who belongs to another Christian community 
(Lutheran, Episcopal, Presbyterian, etc.) may be admitted only as a 
Christian Witness (not a godparent) provided there is at least one 
Roman Catholic godparent who fulfills the above criteria. A 
non-baptized person cannot be a witness.
(Code of Canon Law, cc.872-874).

Rest in Peace 
We o�er our sympathy to the families 
of Mary Jane Onesi and Sylvia Pixley 
who entered into eternal life. Please 
keep them in your prayers.



THE SPS VIRTUAL SCHOOL NEWS – WEEK 5
• 5th Grade enjoyed doing a scavenger hunt during their 

“virtual recess.” They had to find something that had 
numbers on it. They were quite creative in what they 
found!

• 3rd grade students have been studying space and the 
solar system. Each week, the students completed a Web 
quest, answering questions and watching videos about 
a particular space related topic. Our last quest was 
“constellations.”  Students had to research and identify 
20 di�erent constellations and then pick one to 
recreate. They had to identify any bright stars and write 
about the mythology and describe it. Next week, we 
will continue our space exploration, by downloading 
an App that will help us identify objects in the night sky 
and will also be recreating the “Solar System.”

• The students in Kindergarten, First and Second 
Grades were invited to an Earth Celebration hosted 
by their teachers. Stories about pollution and new life 
in nature were shared, an experiment illustrating 
pollution was conducted, and a directed drawing 
created by all the participants.  Students enjoyed the 
activities but also delighted in seeing the other 
students outside of their homerooms. The event 
kicked o� the Earth Week for SPS.  Teachers in grades 
K-2 are planning additional joint events for the weeks 
to come.  

• Miss McGaughey hosted “Art Recess,” for 3A and 3B. 
The students shared artwork from their home that 
was special to them. In Show & Tell fashion, students 
engaged in a makeshift art critique

• After zoom class, kindergarten had a guest reader. 
Mrs. Madden came to read two stories. Anna also 
celebrated her birthday with the class.

• Mrs. Pilarski led this week’s field trip to Mexico City. 
Having lived there for several years, Mrs. Pilarski 
expertly guided the children through the attractions 
of Mexico City including the magnificent Cathedral, 
the Aztec ruins outside the city, and the beautiful 
shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Almost 100 students 
and family attended this spectacular presentation.
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the Aztec ruins outside the city, and the beautiful 
shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Almost 100 students 
and family attended this spectacular presentation.
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Senior Recognition Ceremony. Andalushia will 
attend Carnegie Mellon University in the Fall.
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10  |  Week of May 3, 2020

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Congratulations to SPS alumna and Oakland 
Catholic senior, Andalushia Reilly, who 
received the prestigious President’s Award at the 
Senior Recognition Ceremony. Andalushia will 
attend Carnegie Mellon University in the Fall.



THE SPS VIRTUAL SCHOOL NEWS – WEEK 5
• 5th Grade enjoyed doing a scavenger hunt during their 

“virtual recess.” They had to find something that had 
numbers on it. They were quite creative in what they 
found!

• 3rd grade students have been studying space and the 
solar system. Each week, the students completed a Web 
quest, answering questions and watching videos about 
a particular space related topic. Our last quest was 
“constellations.”  Students had to research and identify 
20 di�erent constellations and then pick one to 
recreate. They had to identify any bright stars and write 
about the mythology and describe it. Next week, we 
will continue our space exploration, by downloading 
an App that will help us identify objects in the night sky 
and will also be recreating the “Solar System.”

• The students in Kindergarten, First and Second 
Grades were invited to an Earth Celebration hosted 
by their teachers. Stories about pollution and new life 
in nature were shared, an experiment illustrating 
pollution was conducted, and a directed drawing 
created by all the participants.  Students enjoyed the 
activities but also delighted in seeing the other 
students outside of their homerooms. The event 
kicked o� the Earth Week for SPS.  Teachers in grades 
K-2 are planning additional joint events for the weeks 
to come.  

• Miss McGaughey hosted “Art Recess,” for 3A and 3B. 
The students shared artwork from their home that 
was special to them. In Show & Tell fashion, students 
engaged in a makeshift art critique

• After zoom class, kindergarten had a guest reader. 
Mrs. Madden came to read two stories. Anna also 
celebrated her birthday with the class.

• Mrs. Pilarski led this week’s field trip to Mexico City. 
Having lived there for several years, Mrs. Pilarski 
expertly guided the children through the attractions 
of Mexico City including the magnificent Cathedral, 
the Aztec ruins outside the city, and the beautiful 
shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Almost 100 students 
and family attended this spectacular presentation.

St. Philip Catholic Parish  |  11

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Congratulations to SPS alumna and Oakland 
Catholic senior, Andalushia Reilly, who 
received the prestigious President’s Award at the 
Senior Recognition Ceremony. Andalushia will 
attend Carnegie Mellon University in the Fall.



THE SPS VIRTUAL SCHOOL NEWS – WEEK 5
• 5th Grade enjoyed doing a scavenger hunt during their 

“virtual recess.” They had to find something that had 
numbers on it. They were quite creative in what they 
found!

• 3rd grade students have been studying space and the 
solar system. Each week, the students completed a Web 
quest, answering questions and watching videos about 
a particular space related topic. Our last quest was 
“constellations.”  Students had to research and identify 
20 di�erent constellations and then pick one to 
recreate. They had to identify any bright stars and write 
about the mythology and describe it. Next week, we 
will continue our space exploration, by downloading 
an App that will help us identify objects in the night sky 
and will also be recreating the “Solar System.”

• The students in Kindergarten, First and Second 
Grades were invited to an Earth Celebration hosted 
by their teachers. Stories about pollution and new life 
in nature were shared, an experiment illustrating 
pollution was conducted, and a directed drawing 
created by all the participants.  Students enjoyed the 
activities but also delighted in seeing the other 
students outside of their homerooms. The event 
kicked o� the Earth Week for SPS.  Teachers in grades 
K-2 are planning additional joint events for the weeks 
to come.  

• Miss McGaughey hosted “Art Recess,” for 3A and 3B. 
The students shared artwork from their home that 
was special to them. In Show & Tell fashion, students 
engaged in a makeshift art critique

• After zoom class, kindergarten had a guest reader. 
Mrs. Madden came to read two stories. Anna also 
celebrated her birthday with the class.

• Mrs. Pilarski led this week’s field trip to Mexico City. 
Having lived there for several years, Mrs. Pilarski 
expertly guided the children through the attractions 
of Mexico City including the magnificent Cathedral, 
the Aztec ruins outside the city, and the beautiful 
shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Almost 100 students 
and family attended this spectacular presentation.

12  |  Fourth Sunday of Easter

Our Lenten Series was enjoyed 
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May is dedicated to Mary, the Mother of God. She is also 

our spiritual mother, the new Eve, as Christ is the new 

Adam.  She is the image of Christ’s love, goodness and 

mercy.  Mary never failed in her fulfillment of the divine 

will.   We encourage each parishioner to give special 

honor to Mary during this month both in prayer and in 

our e�orts to imitate her example of Christian life.

“Whoever does not wish to have Mary 
Immaculate as their Mother will 
not have Christ as their Brother.”

— St. Maximillian Kolbe

May is the 
        Month of Mary 

Whoever enters through 
the gate is the shepherd 

of the sheep. The gatekeeper 
opens it for him, and the sheep 
hear his voice, as the shepherd 
calls his own sheep by name 

and leads them out. When he 
has driven out all his own, he 
walks ahead of them, and the 
sheep follow him, because they 

recognize his voice.

-Lk 24:30-31



ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE 

Unemployment compensation benefits are always a 
much-needed lifeline for those who find themselves 
without work. With record numbers of unemployed 
Americans, that is especially true now. Not only are 
normal unemployment benefits available to people who 
lost their jobs due to the Covid-19 pandemic, but 
expanded benefits are available as well.

The CARES Act, which was signed into law at the end of 
March, expanded the unemployment benefits program 
in three ways.  The first way is an additional $600.00 per 
week of benefits for everyone on unemployment.  
Unemployment benefits are normally based on income 
and capped at $573.00 per week. This additional 
$600.00 per week will more than double what people 
would usually receive on unemployment.

Normally, people can collect unemployment for 26 
weeks. The CARES Act provides for an additional 13 
weeks of benefits, for a total of 39 weeks. Lastly, the 
CARES Act makes unemployment benefits available to 
self-employed individuals, who normally do not qualify 
for unemployment benefits at all.  

People who are not self-employed can continue to apply 
for benefits by phone, online or by mail. More informa-
tion for people who are not self-employed can be found 
at: https://www.uc.pa.gov/unemployment-benefits/file/ 
Pages/Filing%20Instructions.aspx.

People who are self-employed must apply for benefits 
through a separate system.  More information for people 
who are self-employed can be found at: 
https://www.uc.pa.gov/unemployment-benefits/ 
file/Pages/Filing-for-PUA.aspx.

Even though there are more people out of work now 
than at any time since the Great Depression, there is 

help available. If you encounter delays in applying for 
unemployment, stay persistent and stay faithful. Know 
that, even in these seemingly dark times, Jesus is always 
our light and refuge.

This week, your generous donations enabled us to assist 
one household with $300 for rent and one household 
with $246 for heating oil. Thank you so much for 
continuing to keep our friends in need in your heart 
during these challenging times.

We are currently only accepting monetary donations.  
Donations in the blue bins are not being picked up at 
this time. Do not place any donations in or around the 
blue bins. Please hold your donations at home until 
pickups resume!  In addition to mailing monetary dona-
tions to the parish o�ce at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15205, donations can now be made online by visiting 
https://saintphilipchurch.weshareonline.org/ws/ 
opportunities/SaintVincentDePaul. We will inform you 
as soon as we begin accepting other types of donations 
again.  

As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of 
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.

Ministries 
& Societies
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JIM & LOU TORCASI
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Windows • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
 922-0543 922-8044Parishioners

 COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh
 412-921-4504 Pharmacy 921-7250

 THORNWOOD VETERINARY HOSPITAL
 (1/4 mile west of the Thornburg Bridge)
 RAYMOND J. SCHUERGER, D.V.M.
 (412) 921-1474 • 4211 Steubenville Pike • Pittsburgh

 (412) 928-2757
 www.olandertree.com
 TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
 GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
 STUMP GRINDING
Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

HERSHBERGER
STOVER INC
FUNERAL HOME

CREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213
170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FD

 A Veteran Owned
 Funeral Home

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
Driveways • Basement Floors

Steps • Sidewalks • etc.
Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway

Stone • Retaining walls • Licensed and Insured
(412) 921-5685

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

www.westhillslaw.com

West Hills Law
412-329-6959

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
 • DUI
 • Personal Injury
 • Estate Planning
 • Estate Administration
 5021 Noblestown Rd.
 Oakdale, PA

“CALL THE DOCTOR”
D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers

(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.
State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs
4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service

email: schuler293@comcast.com website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

45 Years of Quality Service

Compliments
 of an

Anonymous 
Donor

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
No job too big or too small! We do 

kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't be fooled" p a  l aw  a l l o w s  You t o  Choose your repair shop

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

free
estiMates

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

 GOOD ORTHODONTICS
 Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
 Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.
 “We shall never know all
 the good that a simple
 smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
 Washington Pleasant Hills Mt. Lebanon
 724-225-1114 412-655-4660 412-344-4663

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso 
412.431.0500

Sales • Rentals • Property Management

www.galassorealestate.com

Buyer & Seller Representation 

Serving Entire Pittsburgh Area for Over 60 Years 

Professional Leasing and Rental Property & 
Management Services for Your Investment



 3-P-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1356

WOLBERT
AUTO BODY & REPAIR

– Family Business –
Serving the community

for over 40 years
 Pennsylvania
 State Inspection
 24-Hour
 Emergency Towing

 922-8898
47 East Crafton Ave.

 Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
 4245 Steubenville Pike
 Pittsburgh, PA 15205

 (412) 922-2171

CRAFTON
SERVICE CENTER

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-922-6265
328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE

Family Owned Since 1959 
 We do PA State Inspections
 and general auto repairs.
 Bus stops at door.

3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309
www.schneidersauto.com

 BRUNI PLUMBING, INC
 Thomas Bruni
 Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified
412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.
 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705
 John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral Director • Anthony G. Staab, Supervisor

Family Owned
Since 1886

 William F. Conroy PatriCk m. mCGoWan
 Funeral Director/Supervisor Funeral Director

Pre-PlanninG • traditional & Cremation ServiCeS

2944 Chartiers Avenue   Phone: 412-331-5192
www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com

 ~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

 Charles H. Sakai
 Family Dentistry

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411

(412) 596-4346

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–

GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road

(412) 771-4151 McKees Rocks

 Murphy s Family Dentistry
 Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.
 412-331-6712 
 2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber Shop
Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner

412-458-5357
3 W. Prospect Ave. 

(across from Ingram Busway)

PAINTING
Interior - Exterior 
35 years experience

(412) 403-2099
Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner

License: PA133887

THIS SPACE IS

Caring Since 1886 

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 Family Owned & Operated
 Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700
4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~
APPLIANCE

SERVICE CENTER
t

Over 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors
“The Appliance Experts”

WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

Flowers For 
All Occasions

600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100
www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

“Do It Right Call”

PAVE-RITE
(412) 264-8404

JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT 
jackand@paverite.net

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA 

150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: 412-257-1779 

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978
www.XtremeTruck.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313
www.bridgevilleappliance.com

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc.
b. david mcdermott, 
supervisor / parishioner 412.921.3661CREMATION OPTIONS

schepnermcdermott.com

crafton 
pa 15205


