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BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS: Should be submitted to maureen@saintphilipchurch.org
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MASS SCHEDULE

Masses are held at St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship Site
LOCATION

TIME

MASS INTENTION

OFFERED BY

SATURDAY, MAY 23 — EASTER WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Living & Deceased Members of Saint Philip Parish

St. Philip

4:00pm (V)

Florence Hall

William & Marian Collavo

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Helen L. Stern

Dennis J. Stern

SUNDAY, MAY 24 — SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

CONFESSION
Offered Saturdays from 12:15pm to
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: A seminar is required for
first-time parents. Baptisms are
celebrated on the first and third
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension
Worship Site. Please call the Religious
Education Office at 412-922-6388 for
more information.
Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted
six months in advance of wedding.
Participation in Pre-Cana Program
required. Please contact the Parish
Priests for more information.
Anointing of the Sick: Following a
weekend Mass and on the last
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at
Ascension Worship Site.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA): Call the Office of Religious
Education for more information.
Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the
Parish Priests for more information.
Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a
person who has been hurt by abuse from
clergy or others associated with the Church,
the Diocese of Pittsburgh offers assistance
with counseling, spiritual direction and
referrals to other supportive services.
For information, contact our Diocesan Victim
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.
Protecting God’s Children —
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235
CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse
Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.
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St. Philip

7:00am

Charlene Rusnak

John & Judy Galon & Family

Ascension

9:30am

Bess DeAngelis Mott

Family

St. Philip

11:00am

Robert King

Emily & Sarah

MONDAY, MAY 25 — EASTER WEEKDAY
St. Philip

8:00am

Living & Deceased Members of Saint Philip Parish

TUESDAY, MAY 26 — SAINT PHILIP NERI, PRIEST
Ascension

8:00am

Helen Zak

Rose

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 — EASTER WEEKDAY
St. Philip

8:00am

Barry Savatt

Deborah Valenti

THURSDAY, MAY 28 — EASTER WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Don Moody

Ed & Jean Harkins

FRIDAY, MAY 29 — EASTER WEEKDAY
St. Philip

8:00am

Ethan Loney

Family

SATURDAY, MAY 30 — EASTER WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Rocco Julian

Rich Sciubba

St. Philip

4:00pm (V)

Helen Fryer

McDonald Family

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

John & Matilda Potetz

Daughters, Judy & Donna

SUNDAY, MAY 31 — PENTECOST SUNDAY
St. Philip

7:00am

Mary & Angelo Mondine

Pat Mondine

Ascension

9:30am

John P. & John A. Morris

Anna Gallagher

St. Philip

11:00am

Deacon Charles Lee Brantley Lenore Pope

CANCELLATION OF DAILY AND SUNDAY MASSES
Even though the celebration of public Masses in the Diocese of Pittsburgh have been
cancelled as per the directive of Bishop David Zubik, Fr. John Gizler, Fr. Jack
Forbidussi and Fr. Joseph Scheib will still celebrate Masses in private at St. Philip
Parish. This will satisfy the intentions which you have scheduled for your loved
ones and friends.

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

From
Pastor’s
Desk

the

glory, prayer, and the world. Jesus prays not only for the
disciples in His day and time, but for us today. He is no
longer in the world as He once was, but we are. His
prayers for us strengthen us as we live in the midst of the
world. We are the objects of His prayer. In the face of all
we encounter in the world, we have an advocate in Jesus,
and another advocate in the Spirit. On the night before
He died, this was His prayer for us.
(Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

I Will Not Leave You Orphans As we near the end of the
Easter season, we hear a Gospel reading
Prayerful Ponderings
from John 17:1-11. The setting is Jesus’ final
1. In today’s first reading the apostles return
prayer to the Father prior to His being
From all eternity
to the upper room along with “Mary, the
betrayed on the night before His death.
mother of Jesus, and His brothers” and
the Father begets the
The prayer is more than three chapters
devote themselves to prayer. Who are
long. Moreover, it concludes on a someSon, and the Holy
your companions in prayer at this
what startling note with Jesus saying He is
moment in your life?
Spirit proceeds from
not praying for the world “but for the ones
2. In today’s Gospel, Jesus prays, “I glorified
You have given me.” He says He will no
them both.
You on earth by accomplishing the work
longer be in the world, but they are in the
that You gave Me to do.” How does your
- St. Maximilian Kolbe
world. In some ways this episode seems a
work give glory to God?
far cry from some of Jesus’ earlier words in
this same Gospel about how “God so loved the world He
A GRADUAL REOPENING The following directives from
gave His only Son.” But these episodes together summaBishop Zubik for the gradual reopening of churches in
rize one of the overarching themes of John’s Gospel. Jesus
the Diocese of Pittsburgh were effective May 15:
was with God from the beginning. God’s love for the
• All previous directives/restrictions remain in effect.
world meant He sent His only Son, Who revealed the
name of God to those chosen. Jesus prays for these
• Limited Funeral Masses, Baptisms and Weddings
chosen few who know the only true God. They know the
continue, with cleaning/sanitizing guidelines in
One sent by God, Jesus Christ. And this knowledge is
place, expanding to groups of NO MORE than 25
eternal life. Now Jesus prepares to return to the Father,
people. The wearing of masks is mandatory and
departing this world. Those chosen few, who came to
proper social distancing inside the church will be in
know God and the One He sent, Jesus, remain in the
effect with only certain pews available for seating.
world with the assistance of another Advocate. It’s clear
that this Gospel and even its language is unlike the
• Churches will be permitted to be open for private
others. This Gospel of John reflects its own unique theoprayer with safety guidelines in place, expanding in
logical vision about Jesus and His identity.
designated areas only, the use of masks, hand
sanitizers, and social distancing is mandatory. The
Much later, a heresy known as “Gnosticism” arose, claimtimes for prayer will be:
ing among other things that knowledge was the way to
Saint Philip:
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
eternal life. The Gospel of John was the favorite among
(11:30am-2:30pm)
Gnostics, and this Gospel passage we read today might
Ascension Church: Tuesday & Thursday
give us some indication as to why. But for us two thou(11:30am-2:30pm)
sand years later, we may hear the passage proclaimed
this week and nod approvingly. Even so, it would be
• Only ONE entrance/exit will be utilized at each
good to listen carefully for the theological nuances of the
church – St. Philip (Courtyard Entrance) and
text, recognizing the role of knowledge, eternal life,
Ascension (Main Entrance).

“

”
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• All hymnals, prayer cards and prayer intention books
have been temporarily removed from the churches.
The Holy Water fonts will remain empty and there
will be no lighting of Votive Candles until further
notice.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation – Confessionals do not
meet public health safety requirements, and as such,
Confessions will be heard Saturdays from
12:15pm-1:15pm in Ascension Church and in a
manner that preserves the sanctity of the Sacrament.
Penitents must practice social distancing and all
other safety guidelines.
• Live-streaming Masses will continue on FaceBook
Live on Fridays at 8:00am and Sundays at 9:30am.
• Preparations are being made to allow the faithful to
return to attending Holy Mass. Please watch the
bulletin, parish website and parish Facebook page
for more details regarding the return of public
celebrations of the Holy Eucharist. Once we do
return for Holy Mass, there will be many changes in
effect as per the directives of the CDC and the
Diocese of Pittsburgh.

Special Thanks I would like to thank SchepnerMcDermott Funeral Home for their gift of a new
funeral pall that is to be used at Funeral Masses with
cremated remains. This beautiful gold and white
damask pall is to be draped over the urn during the
Mass, just like a larger pall is draped over a casket at
a Funeral Mass. I thank them for their generous and
thoughtful donation to St. Philip Parish.
Yours in Christ,

Fr. John Gizler, III
jgizler@diopitt.org
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Parish
News

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!
Until weekly Masses resume, you may mail your
weekly offering to the Parish Office at 114 Berry
Street, Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it off in the mail
box located outside the main office door. St. Philip
Parish also offers the option for ONLINE GIVING.
PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED
Due to the current health crisis the Parish Offices
will be closed for all ordinary parish business.
However, in case of emergency, please call the
parish at 412-922-6300 and the answering service
will contact one of the priests.
SPONSOR CERTIFICATES
This is just a reminder that to be eligible to be a
Godparent/Sponsor for Baptism or Confirmation
you must be at least sixteen years of age and an
active member of the parish. An active member is
defined as one who is registered, attends Mass
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and is financially supportive of the parish and its
programs, is confirmed and if married, is living in
a marriage recognized by the Catholic Church.

Monday of this week is Memorial Day. We
join our fellow citizens in commemorating
all those men and women who gave their
lives in defense of our country. May God
grant all our heroes, known and unknown,
the restful slumber of the justified until the
day of our resurrection on the last day.

WEDDINGS AT ST. PHILIP PARISH
Are you seeking to be married in the Catholic
Church? Would you like to have your wedding at
St. Philip Parish? Please remember that engaged
couples are required to meet with one of our
parish priests for an Intake Meeting prior to
scheduling a wedding date. Diocesan policy also
asks that a six-month period of preparation take
place prior to any wedding. Couples are also
asked to complete an approved Pre-Cana experience. We strongly recommend waiting to book
your reception venue until you have met with the
priest. This will ensure that there are no impediments preventing a wedding in the Catholic
Church and enable you to secure a wedding date.
Please contact Maureen Takach in the Parish
Office at 412-922-6300 ext. 6 for additional information.

GIVING TO YOUR PARISH
How to initiate a Tax Free Gift from your IRA if you are over 70½
years of age.
• Call your IRA fund custodian/investment broker.
• He/she may have a form for you to sign giving instructions
regarding the charity(s) you wish to receive gifts and when
you wish to make these donations from your IRA.

Rest in Peace

We offer our sympathy to the families
of Mary “Cathy” Rogers and Eileen
Wolbert who entered into eternal life.
Please keep them in your prayers.

• The fund custodian will then send a check made payable to
the charity from your IRA minimum distribution or
principal. (If requested, the check can be mailed to you to
send out personally.) To avoid declaring that amount as
taxable income, the check must be made payable to your
parish/school (or other charity).
• It may be helpful to have the check sent directly to you. You
can then send it (with your name and address) to the
charity, as many IRA custodians do not identify the donor’s
name and address when they send the check directly to the
charity.
CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEEDS YOUR HELP
Catholic Charities of Pittsburgh continues to serve the poor in
the 6 counties of our Diocese during the Coronavirus Pandemic.
They urgently need diapers and wipes. More information can be
found at http://ccpgh.org.

Living the PASCHAL MYSTERY
We live in the world but are not of the world. Such is Christian
identity, as it is rooted in Jesus’ identity. God so loved the
world that He gave His only Son. But He called those who were
His own in the world. The Son came for us; we have been
chosen. When we feel called by the allure of the world, let us
recall that the world is only a temporary home for us. A bright
future awaits where love reigns and glory is resplendent. The
night before He died, Jesus prayed for us and for all those who
were chosen by God. Rather than make us smug, this
knowledge should humble us and cause us to emulate Him
Who came to serve rather than be served. For Jesus in the
Gospel of John, the crucifixion is the lifting up, the exaltation
of the Son of God. With eyes of faith, let us see anew and
reorient our lives. (Living Liturgy, Liturgical Press, 2019)

Sanctuary

Lamp

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns
In Loving Memory of the
Deceased of St. Philip Parish
This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension
burns In Loving Memory of Joseph Murphy
Offered by Family

ADVERTISER
of the Week
HERITAGE VALLEY HEALTH SERVICE
Thank you for helping to underwrite the
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.

Week of May 24, 2020
| 77
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St. Philip
School
News
GRACE PROGRAM
All those enrolled in the May GRACE Program were
remembered after the school Mass on May 1. Deadline for
enrollments for our last program of the year, which will
include our Father’s Day remembrance, is May 25.
Summer enrollments will be remembered in September.
CARSON AWARD WINNERS
On Saturday, May 9 students were honored at the 2020
Carson Scholars Fund virtual awards banquet. Families
celebrated the hard work of the selected students who will
receive medals and scholarships of $1,000. St. Philip 8th
grader, Julianna Umalin is among a group of over 4,200
students from around the country to be selected as a
Carson Scholar. Academic achievements and community
service make them stand out as future leaders.
St. Philip alums who were also honored and named
Carson High School Scholars are: Liam Cringle, Natalie
Kirsch, Grace Ravenstahl, Janneselle Umalin and Ella
Wrabley. Special recognition to Bishop Canevin Senior,
Janneselle Umalin who was also named a Lumsden
Scholar. Julianna received this honor and an additional
$1,000 toward her college education for achieving the
status of being a 6 or more time Carson Scholar.
Congratulations to all of our SPS Leaders.

The SPS Virtual School News – Week 8
• Congratulations to our Middle School students who
won a Fairchild Challenge Award. Special
congratulations to Annalise Wrabley and Everett
Sargent who worked hard at home to complete the
last two challenges on their own. The Fairchild
Challenge is an environmental education outreach
program designed to give high school and middle
school students an opportunity to investigate the
thorniest environmental issues, devise imaginative
and effective responses to these issues and take
action to address them. The Middle school tackled
five challenges throughout the year.

• During the month of May the kindergarten students
get to be the Guest Readers. This week Regan Barry
was our reader.

• Students in 2A honored their mothers with a special
gift from the heart. Each child participated in a
directed drawing online activity through the Zoom
classroom. After the session the children took the
time to color their drawings and fill the background
with descriptive adjectives and nouns to tell more
about their mothers. In addition, students prayed the
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Hail Mary and Guardian Angel Prayer all week
together asking for blessings on their mothers.
These prayers were included in Spiritual Bouquet
cards made by each child for his/her mother.
Blessings on all the SPS Mothers!

• The annual plant sale went on as usual with social
distancing being observed. Great job, SPS PTG !!!

• Allison Jula decided to wear her uniform this week
to “finish strong” and look like she was really in
school. She even dressed her doll in the uniform
AND Angel Pin! Sweet!
• Our field trip this week celebrated the Feast of Our
Lady of Fatima with a trip to the shrine in Portugal.
Mrs. Ravenstahl related the story of Our Lady’s
appearance to Lucia, Jacinta and Francisco and took
the students on a tour of the shrine that has been
established since the first apparition on May 13, 1917.
Scenes of the special candlelight celebration with
thousands of pilgrims was highlighted.

• The students and parents have been showing their
appreciation in various ways for the hard work the
teachers have been doing during the pandemic. This
week, Mrs. Ravenstahl’s parents and students put
together a thank you video with each child drawing
a picture showing appreciation for her efforts.
• Our students continue to send their home art
projects to Miss McGaughey.
Seventh Sunday of Easter | 9
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Our Lenten Series was enjoyed
by all who participated.
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Ministries
& Societies
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE
The Pennsylvania Department of Human Resources
recently announced another program aimed at helping
people struggling financially during the Covid-19
pandemic. The program is called the Emergency Cash
Assistance Program. Qualifying families are entitled to a
one-time cash grant. The amount of the grants start at
$410 for a household of one and increases for each additional person in the household.
In order to qualify, you must meet the following criteria:
you must be pregnant or have a child; you must have
been working as of March 11, 2020; you must have lost
more than 50% of your income due to the coronavirus;
you must have less than $1,000.00 in savings; and your
household income must be below 150% of the federal
poverty level.
Those who qualify can apply for the Emergency Cash
Assistance Program grant by going to www.compass.state.
pa.us/COMPASS.Web/AFS/EmergencyCashAssistance.
Please share this information with any friends or neighbors who might benefit from it. Applications need to be
submitted as soon as possible; the deadline to submit
an application is June 12, but funds are limited and will
be given out on a first-come, first-served basis, so they
might run out before June 12.
We did not provide monetary assistance to any friends
in need this week. We attribute the lower number of
calls for financial assistance to the stay on foreclosures,
evictions and utility shutoffs that is currently in place.
However, when the stay is lifted, we anticipate getting a
high volume of calls for monetary assistance. Your monetary donations will be especially needed when that
time comes! Please continue to pray for the many people
in our community and around the world who are suffering in different ways due to the pandemic. We know that
the Holy Spirit is always here to guide us.
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The St. Philip Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul is currently only accepting monetary donations. In
addition to mailing monetary donations to the parish
office at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205, donations
can now be made online by visiting https://saintphilip
church.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/Saint
VincentDePaul. We will inform you as soon as we begin
accepting other types of donations again.
As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.

Community News
FROM BISHOP CANEVIN HIGH SCHOOL
We want to provide you with an update on the health of
Bishop Canevin in dealing with COVID-19. In spite of the
many challenges that the current pandemic has created,
BC has surpassed most schools in overcoming these
obstacles thanks to the tremendous amount of resources
that have been put in place.
Just a few highlights:
• Students were in “virtual classrooms” within 3 days of
Governor Wolf’s school closure order.
• We have averaged 95% virtual student attendance
since March 16.
• Each school day starts off with a prayer.
• “Students helping students” with our BC students
offering tutoring to our Catholic grade schools.
• Applications for the incoming freshman class are
higher than recent years with more than usual from
public schools.
• Our faculty has gone the extra mile in keeping
students engaged and their spirits hopeful.
• We have been particularly focused on our seniors. The
heartbreaking disappointment of missing the prom,
Baccalaureate Mass, academic awards ceremonies, a
traditional graduation ceremony and simply sharing
the last few months of high school with their friends
are very difficult memories to replace. We are taking
every possible step to support our seniors and their
families during these difficult times. Our faculty delivered senior packages to their homes. These included
their yearbooks, their caps and gowns and a yard sign
that indicated our support of our BC Seniors.
We look forward to the start of school and your continued
support. We will emerge even stronger!

Compliments
of an
Anonymous
Donor
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Family Owned & Operated

Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700
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License: PA133887

WOLBERT
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Pennsylvania
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2944 Chartiers Avenue
Phone: 412-331-5192
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Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified
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416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh
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JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT

328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA

jackand@paverite.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313

www.bridgevilleappliance.com

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.

Family Owned
Since 1886

900 Chartiers Avenue • 412-921-1705

John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral Director • Anthony G. Staab, Supervisor

3-P-4-3

3 W. Prospect Ave.

(across from Ingram Busway)

Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
4245 Steubenville Pike
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

(412) 922-2171

Charles H. Sakai
Family Dentistry

“Do It Right Call”

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-922-6265

Office Hours By Appointment

412-458-5357

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411
(412) 596-4346

14-1356

