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Greetings everyone, and best wishes for this Sunday and 
for the week ahead!  Best wishes, too, as we honor the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 15. Our 
Blessed Mother’s place with her Divine Son is an 
assurance to us that Mary is mother to us all and is 
interceding to her Son for us.

Again, during this continuing pandemic, I hope that you 
and everyone in our parish community are healthy and 
doing well. Please continue praying for an e�ective 
vaccination and an end to this time of ongoing and 
serious viral illness. Let’s also pray for a renewal of our 
faith and life as a community, as families, and as 
individuals before 2021 arrives!

Thank you for your welcome.

I’m very grateful to our parish members and families 
who’ve o�ered me a cordial welcome to Saint Philip 
Parish in these first six weeks. This is a very fine 
community, and I’m thankful for your hospitality and 
your kindness. I look forward to our Catholic Christian 
life together as well as our participating in the Liturgy, 
our sharing the Good News with our community, and our 
working to build the Kingdom of God here in Pittsburgh, 
Thornburg, Ingram, and Crafton. Again, thank you for 
your much-appreciated welcome – even as we are still 
coping with this pandemic, and thank you for your 
membership and participation in our parish community! 

The Lord Jesus invites us and all people to himself.

Today’s account in the Gospel according to Matthew 
presents a very important moment in the life and minis-
try of Jesus. As we hear today, Jesus states that He was 
sent to the People of Israel first and foremost. Yet the 
faith of the Canaanite woman led Jesus to appreciate the 
faith in God that existed even outside the first People of 

God.  Jesus’ mission grew to include all peoples of the 
world in addition to the People of Israel. In time, the first 
Christians also realized through the Holy Spirit that the 
Church should welcome and include all people as well. 

What a wonderful message to us today. The Lord Jesus 
has called all of us into the Church, and He continues to 
call all persons into the People of God. Through the Holy 
Spirit and through our witness and our work as well, 
Jesus calls everyone to join us as His disciples, His 
friends, and His family! May we all appreciate Jesus’ 
inclusion of us among His disciples, and may we 
continue to invite and encourage others to join us among 
the Lord’s chosen people!

Celebrating the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

As I mentioned above, Saturday, August 15, was the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary into heaven. This 
event and celebration have a very special place in our 
faith and life.  Unlike other saints and heroes of our faith, 
there has never been a tomb of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
because the early church testifies that Mary was assumed 
into the heavenly realm by her Son after Mary’s passing. 
Mary was always most important in the life of Jesus, and 
so it makes perfect sense that Jesus would take His 
Mother to His side at the moment of her death. Mary was 
Jesus’ mother and His first disciple. She gave birth to our 
Lord and Savior, and Mary was faithful and close to Jesus 
throughout His ministry, His death, and His 
Resurrection. Mary has also been the Mother of the 
Church since the years of Jesus' ministry and the first 
days of Christianity.

As Catholic Christians today, we are blessed by the 
Assumption of Mary because she is now our Mother in 
heaven who intercedes for us and who is directing the 
Church and the world toward salvation in Christ.  
Through Mary’s various visitations and messages, she 
shows to us her continuing love and care, and she is 
guiding us to the eternal Kingdom of God where we hope 
to share in the life and glory of Almighty God and all the 
saints and angels!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

As you know from recent bulletins, the old Saint Philip 
Parish convent is being removed from the property. The 

decision was made last year to eliminate the convent 
because there are no more Religious Sisters in residence 
here at the parish, and all our o�ces were moved to the 
Ascension Church site several years ago. In addition, the 
old convent would require extensive repairs, and the 
insurance coverage for this empty and unused building is 
quite expensive.

Before the demolition began, all religious items and 
anything of historic importance were removed and 
placed in proper storage. Also, any asbestos that may 
have been left in the convent was professionally removed 
and put into proper containment o� site.   

In the coming years, once the ground has settled and 
becomes solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds in order to 
create handicapped parking spaces and regular parking 
spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of course, 
Angel Way will remain with us and will be redesigned 
eventually to provide safer access to the courtyard, 
church, school, and rectory.

Our Annual Ra�e and our Parish Dinner!

Many thanks go to all our parish members, families, and 
friends who’ve returned your sold August 16 Annual 
Ra�e tickets as well as your reservations for the pick-up 
dinner that will be provided today outside the Ascension 
Church Hall by Texas Roadhouse. More than 500 dinners 
were ordered for pick-up! At around 6:00pm today, 

winning Ra�e tickets will be drawn, and Ra�e winners 
will receive significant cash prizes. Thanks to all our 
participants, our parish will receive much needed finan-
cial support through this Annual Parish Ra�e and the 
Annual Parish Dinner! Thank you all!
 
Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program

Yes, we’re coming closer to the beginning of the school 
year and the Catechetical Year. All our plans are being 
made in conjunction with our neighboring Catholic 
schools in the new South Region, and all precautions will 
be taken to safeguard the health and safety of all our 
students and sta�. In addition, our Faith Formation (CCD) 
program will make use of Kelty Hall underneath Saint 
Philip Church, and classes will meet on a rotating 
Monday evening schedule. For further information about 
our school and our Religious Education Program, contact 
each of these respective o�ces this week.

Please support this month’s Food Drive of our Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society.

Thank you for contributing non-perishable food to our 
Saint Vincent DePaul Food Drive this weekend, August 
15-16. Your generous goodness will help hundreds of 
individuals in numerous households within our commu-
nity.  Please bring your donations to both our churches 
this weekend according to the plan arranged by the Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society of Saint Philip Parish!

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness to our parish community, to one another, to those in 
need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato
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MASS SCHEDULE  
Masses are held at St. Philip Church and Ascension Worship Site
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CONFESSION  
O�ered Saturdays from 12:15pm to 
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS  
Baptism: A seminar is required for 
first-time parents. Baptisms are 
celebrated on the first and third 
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at  
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension 
Worship Site. Please call the Religious 
Education O�ce at 412-922-6388 for 
more information.

Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted 
six months in advance of wedding. 
Participation in Pre-Cana Program 
required. Please contact the Parish 
Priests for more information.

Anointing of the Sick: Following a 
weekend Mass and on the last 
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at 
Ascension Worship Site.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA): Call the O�ce of Religious 
Education for more information.

Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the 
Parish Priests for more information.

Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a 
person who has been hurt by abuse from 
clergy or others associated with the Church, 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh o�ers assistance 
with counseling, spiritual direction and 
referrals to other supportive services.

For information, contact our Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.

Protecting God’s Children — 
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235

CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse

Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.

LOCATION TIME  MASS INTENTION  OFFERED BY

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 — THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Ascension 8:00am  Frances Priselac  Priselac Family

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Marie & Bill Reif  Sue & Mike Rust

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Robert King  Marlene King

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 — TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

St. Philip 7:00am  Gary Tomcik  Son & Family

Ascension 9:30am  Martha Gable  Carole & Mark Shepard

St. Philip 11:00am  Rosalinda Witkowski Joseph Givvin

MONDAY, AUGUST 17 — WEEKDAY      

St. Philip 8:00am  Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18 — WEEKDAY      

Ascension 8:00am  Jim & Mary Ann Gibbons Family

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19 — WEEKDAY     

St. Philip 8:00am  Recsny & Winfield Families Family

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20 — ST. BERNARD, ABBOT & DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 

Ascension 8:00am  Vi Gri�ths  Kathy Hayes

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21 — SAINT PIUS X, POPE     

St. Philip 8:00am  John Beitler  Karen Beitler

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 — THE QUEENSHIP OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Ascension 8:00am  Kathryn Flaherty &   Sister, Beth Ayres
    Nancy McAllister

St. Philip 4:00pm (V) Marty Giglio  Wife, Paula

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Harry Kaczmarek  Wife, Ann & Family

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 — TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

St. Philip 7:00am  Cook Family  Mary Ann Dimeo

Ascension 9:30am  Anniv.  Coleman Donley Parents

St. Philip 11:00am  Colleen Bach   Mary Ellen Myers

SUNDAY COLLECTION       

Last Sunday’s Collection totaled:  $6,955.00

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today 
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

Greetings everyone, and best wishes for this Sunday and 
for the week ahead!  Best wishes, too, as we honor the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 15. Our 
Blessed Mother’s place with her Divine Son is an 
assurance to us that Mary is mother to us all and is 
interceding to her Son for us.

Again, during this continuing pandemic, I hope that you 
and everyone in our parish community are healthy and 
doing well. Please continue praying for an e�ective 
vaccination and an end to this time of ongoing and 
serious viral illness. Let’s also pray for a renewal of our 
faith and life as a community, as families, and as 
individuals before 2021 arrives!

Thank you for your welcome.

I’m very grateful to our parish members and families 
who’ve o�ered me a cordial welcome to Saint Philip 
Parish in these first six weeks. This is a very fine 
community, and I’m thankful for your hospitality and 
your kindness. I look forward to our Catholic Christian 
life together as well as our participating in the Liturgy, 
our sharing the Good News with our community, and our 
working to build the Kingdom of God here in Pittsburgh, 
Thornburg, Ingram, and Crafton. Again, thank you for 
your much-appreciated welcome – even as we are still 
coping with this pandemic, and thank you for your 
membership and participation in our parish community! 

The Lord Jesus invites us and all people to himself.

Today’s account in the Gospel according to Matthew 
presents a very important moment in the life and minis-
try of Jesus. As we hear today, Jesus states that He was 
sent to the People of Israel first and foremost. Yet the 
faith of the Canaanite woman led Jesus to appreciate the 
faith in God that existed even outside the first People of 

God.  Jesus’ mission grew to include all peoples of the 
world in addition to the People of Israel. In time, the first 
Christians also realized through the Holy Spirit that the 
Church should welcome and include all people as well. 

What a wonderful message to us today. The Lord Jesus 
has called all of us into the Church, and He continues to 
call all persons into the People of God. Through the Holy 
Spirit and through our witness and our work as well, 
Jesus calls everyone to join us as His disciples, His 
friends, and His family! May we all appreciate Jesus’ 
inclusion of us among His disciples, and may we 
continue to invite and encourage others to join us among 
the Lord’s chosen people!

Celebrating the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

As I mentioned above, Saturday, August 15, was the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary into heaven. This 
event and celebration have a very special place in our 
faith and life.  Unlike other saints and heroes of our faith, 
there has never been a tomb of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
because the early church testifies that Mary was assumed 
into the heavenly realm by her Son after Mary’s passing. 
Mary was always most important in the life of Jesus, and 
so it makes perfect sense that Jesus would take His 
Mother to His side at the moment of her death. Mary was 
Jesus’ mother and His first disciple. She gave birth to our 
Lord and Savior, and Mary was faithful and close to Jesus 
throughout His ministry, His death, and His 
Resurrection. Mary has also been the Mother of the 
Church since the years of Jesus' ministry and the first 
days of Christianity.

As Catholic Christians today, we are blessed by the 
Assumption of Mary because she is now our Mother in 
heaven who intercedes for us and who is directing the 
Church and the world toward salvation in Christ.  
Through Mary’s various visitations and messages, she 
shows to us her continuing love and care, and she is 
guiding us to the eternal Kingdom of God where we hope 
to share in the life and glory of Almighty God and all the 
saints and angels!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

As you know from recent bulletins, the old Saint Philip 
Parish convent is being removed from the property. The 

decision was made last year to eliminate the convent 
because there are no more Religious Sisters in residence 
here at the parish, and all our o�ces were moved to the 
Ascension Church site several years ago. In addition, the 
old convent would require extensive repairs, and the 
insurance coverage for this empty and unused building is 
quite expensive.

Before the demolition began, all religious items and 
anything of historic importance were removed and 
placed in proper storage. Also, any asbestos that may 
have been left in the convent was professionally removed 
and put into proper containment o� site.   

In the coming years, once the ground has settled and 
becomes solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds in order to 
create handicapped parking spaces and regular parking 
spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of course, 
Angel Way will remain with us and will be redesigned 
eventually to provide safer access to the courtyard, 
church, school, and rectory.

Our Annual Ra�e and our Parish Dinner!

Many thanks go to all our parish members, families, and 
friends who’ve returned your sold August 16 Annual 
Ra�e tickets as well as your reservations for the pick-up 
dinner that will be provided today outside the Ascension 
Church Hall by Texas Roadhouse. More than 500 dinners 
were ordered for pick-up! At around 6:00pm today, 

winning Ra�e tickets will be drawn, and Ra�e winners 
will receive significant cash prizes. Thanks to all our 
participants, our parish will receive much needed finan-
cial support through this Annual Parish Ra�e and the 
Annual Parish Dinner! Thank you all!
 
Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program

Yes, we’re coming closer to the beginning of the school 
year and the Catechetical Year. All our plans are being 
made in conjunction with our neighboring Catholic 
schools in the new South Region, and all precautions will 
be taken to safeguard the health and safety of all our 
students and sta�. In addition, our Faith Formation (CCD) 
program will make use of Kelty Hall underneath Saint 
Philip Church, and classes will meet on a rotating 
Monday evening schedule. For further information about 
our school and our Religious Education Program, contact 
each of these respective o�ces this week.

Please support this month’s Food Drive of our Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society.

Thank you for contributing non-perishable food to our 
Saint Vincent DePaul Food Drive this weekend, August 
15-16. Your generous goodness will help hundreds of 
individuals in numerous households within our commu-
nity.  Please bring your donations to both our churches 
this weekend according to the plan arranged by the Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society of Saint Philip Parish!

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness to our parish community, to one another, to those in 
need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato
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Greetings everyone, and best wishes for this Sunday and 
for the week ahead!  Best wishes, too, as we honor the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 15. Our 
Blessed Mother’s place with her Divine Son is an 
assurance to us that Mary is mother to us all and is 
interceding to her Son for us.

Again, during this continuing pandemic, I hope that you 
and everyone in our parish community are healthy and 
doing well. Please continue praying for an e�ective 
vaccination and an end to this time of ongoing and 
serious viral illness. Let’s also pray for a renewal of our 
faith and life as a community, as families, and as 
individuals before 2021 arrives!

Thank you for your welcome.

I’m very grateful to our parish members and families 
who’ve o�ered me a cordial welcome to Saint Philip 
Parish in these first six weeks. This is a very fine 
community, and I’m thankful for your hospitality and 
your kindness. I look forward to our Catholic Christian 
life together as well as our participating in the Liturgy, 
our sharing the Good News with our community, and our 
working to build the Kingdom of God here in Pittsburgh, 
Thornburg, Ingram, and Crafton. Again, thank you for 
your much-appreciated welcome – even as we are still 
coping with this pandemic, and thank you for your 
membership and participation in our parish community! 

The Lord Jesus invites us and all people to himself.

Today’s account in the Gospel according to Matthew 
presents a very important moment in the life and minis-
try of Jesus. As we hear today, Jesus states that He was 
sent to the People of Israel first and foremost. Yet the 
faith of the Canaanite woman led Jesus to appreciate the 
faith in God that existed even outside the first People of 

God.  Jesus’ mission grew to include all peoples of the 
world in addition to the People of Israel. In time, the first 
Christians also realized through the Holy Spirit that the 
Church should welcome and include all people as well. 

What a wonderful message to us today. The Lord Jesus 
has called all of us into the Church, and He continues to 
call all persons into the People of God. Through the Holy 
Spirit and through our witness and our work as well, 
Jesus calls everyone to join us as His disciples, His 
friends, and His family! May we all appreciate Jesus’ 
inclusion of us among His disciples, and may we 
continue to invite and encourage others to join us among 
the Lord’s chosen people!

Celebrating the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

As I mentioned above, Saturday, August 15, was the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary into heaven. This 
event and celebration have a very special place in our 
faith and life.  Unlike other saints and heroes of our faith, 
there has never been a tomb of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
because the early church testifies that Mary was assumed 
into the heavenly realm by her Son after Mary’s passing. 
Mary was always most important in the life of Jesus, and 
so it makes perfect sense that Jesus would take His 
Mother to His side at the moment of her death. Mary was 
Jesus’ mother and His first disciple. She gave birth to our 
Lord and Savior, and Mary was faithful and close to Jesus 
throughout His ministry, His death, and His 
Resurrection. Mary has also been the Mother of the 
Church since the years of Jesus' ministry and the first 
days of Christianity.

As Catholic Christians today, we are blessed by the 
Assumption of Mary because she is now our Mother in 
heaven who intercedes for us and who is directing the 
Church and the world toward salvation in Christ.  
Through Mary’s various visitations and messages, she 
shows to us her continuing love and care, and she is 
guiding us to the eternal Kingdom of God where we hope 
to share in the life and glory of Almighty God and all the 
saints and angels!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

As you know from recent bulletins, the old Saint Philip 
Parish convent is being removed from the property. The 

decision was made last year to eliminate the convent 
because there are no more Religious Sisters in residence 
here at the parish, and all our o�ces were moved to the 
Ascension Church site several years ago. In addition, the 
old convent would require extensive repairs, and the 
insurance coverage for this empty and unused building is 
quite expensive.

Before the demolition began, all religious items and 
anything of historic importance were removed and 
placed in proper storage. Also, any asbestos that may 
have been left in the convent was professionally removed 
and put into proper containment o� site.   

In the coming years, once the ground has settled and 
becomes solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds in order to 
create handicapped parking spaces and regular parking 
spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of course, 
Angel Way will remain with us and will be redesigned 
eventually to provide safer access to the courtyard, 
church, school, and rectory.

Our Annual Ra�e and our Parish Dinner!

Many thanks go to all our parish members, families, and 
friends who’ve returned your sold August 16 Annual 
Ra�e tickets as well as your reservations for the pick-up 
dinner that will be provided today outside the Ascension 
Church Hall by Texas Roadhouse. More than 500 dinners 
were ordered for pick-up! At around 6:00pm today, 

winning Ra�e tickets will be drawn, and Ra�e winners 
will receive significant cash prizes. Thanks to all our 
participants, our parish will receive much needed finan-
cial support through this Annual Parish Ra�e and the 
Annual Parish Dinner! Thank you all!
 
Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program

Yes, we’re coming closer to the beginning of the school 
year and the Catechetical Year. All our plans are being 
made in conjunction with our neighboring Catholic 
schools in the new South Region, and all precautions will 
be taken to safeguard the health and safety of all our 
students and sta�. In addition, our Faith Formation (CCD) 
program will make use of Kelty Hall underneath Saint 
Philip Church, and classes will meet on a rotating 
Monday evening schedule. For further information about 
our school and our Religious Education Program, contact 
each of these respective o�ces this week.

Please support this month’s Food Drive of our Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society.

Thank you for contributing non-perishable food to our 
Saint Vincent DePaul Food Drive this weekend, August 
15-16. Your generous goodness will help hundreds of 
individuals in numerous households within our commu-
nity.  Please bring your donations to both our churches 
this weekend according to the plan arranged by the Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society of Saint Philip Parish!

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness to our parish community, to one another, to those in 
need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato

WEEKLY PRAYER
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Notes 
from the

Pastor 
Greetings everyone, and best wishes for this Sunday and 
for the week ahead!  Best wishes, too, as we honor the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 15. Our 
Blessed Mother’s place with her Divine Son is an 
assurance to us that Mary is mother to us all and is 
interceding to her Son for us.

Again, during this continuing pandemic, I hope that you 
and everyone in our parish community are healthy and 
doing well. Please continue praying for an e�ective 
vaccination and an end to this time of ongoing and 
serious viral illness. Let’s also pray for a renewal of our 
faith and life as a community, as families, and as 
individuals before 2021 arrives!

Thank you for your welcome.

I’m very grateful to our parish members and families 
who’ve o�ered me a cordial welcome to Saint Philip 
Parish in these first six weeks. This is a very fine 
community, and I’m thankful for your hospitality and 
your kindness. I look forward to our Catholic Christian 
life together as well as our participating in the Liturgy, 
our sharing the Good News with our community, and our 
working to build the Kingdom of God here in Pittsburgh, 
Thornburg, Ingram, and Crafton. Again, thank you for 
your much-appreciated welcome – even as we are still 
coping with this pandemic, and thank you for your 
membership and participation in our parish community! 

The Lord Jesus invites us and all people to himself.

Today’s account in the Gospel according to Matthew 
presents a very important moment in the life and minis-
try of Jesus. As we hear today, Jesus states that He was 
sent to the People of Israel first and foremost. Yet the 
faith of the Canaanite woman led Jesus to appreciate the 
faith in God that existed even outside the first People of 

God.  Jesus’ mission grew to include all peoples of the 
world in addition to the People of Israel. In time, the first 
Christians also realized through the Holy Spirit that the 
Church should welcome and include all people as well. 

What a wonderful message to us today. The Lord Jesus 
has called all of us into the Church, and He continues to 
call all persons into the People of God. Through the Holy 
Spirit and through our witness and our work as well, 
Jesus calls everyone to join us as His disciples, His 
friends, and His family! May we all appreciate Jesus’ 
inclusion of us among His disciples, and may we 
continue to invite and encourage others to join us among 
the Lord’s chosen people!

Celebrating the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

As I mentioned above, Saturday, August 15, was the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary into heaven. This 
event and celebration have a very special place in our 
faith and life.  Unlike other saints and heroes of our faith, 
there has never been a tomb of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
because the early church testifies that Mary was assumed 
into the heavenly realm by her Son after Mary’s passing. 
Mary was always most important in the life of Jesus, and 
so it makes perfect sense that Jesus would take His 
Mother to His side at the moment of her death. Mary was 
Jesus’ mother and His first disciple. She gave birth to our 
Lord and Savior, and Mary was faithful and close to Jesus 
throughout His ministry, His death, and His 
Resurrection. Mary has also been the Mother of the 
Church since the years of Jesus' ministry and the first 
days of Christianity.

As Catholic Christians today, we are blessed by the 
Assumption of Mary because she is now our Mother in 
heaven who intercedes for us and who is directing the 
Church and the world toward salvation in Christ.  
Through Mary’s various visitations and messages, she 
shows to us her continuing love and care, and she is 
guiding us to the eternal Kingdom of God where we hope 
to share in the life and glory of Almighty God and all the 
saints and angels!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

As you know from recent bulletins, the old Saint Philip 
Parish convent is being removed from the property. The 

decision was made last year to eliminate the convent 
because there are no more Religious Sisters in residence 
here at the parish, and all our o�ces were moved to the 
Ascension Church site several years ago. In addition, the 
old convent would require extensive repairs, and the 
insurance coverage for this empty and unused building is 
quite expensive.

Before the demolition began, all religious items and 
anything of historic importance were removed and 
placed in proper storage. Also, any asbestos that may 
have been left in the convent was professionally removed 
and put into proper containment o� site.   

In the coming years, once the ground has settled and 
becomes solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds in order to 
create handicapped parking spaces and regular parking 
spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of course, 
Angel Way will remain with us and will be redesigned 
eventually to provide safer access to the courtyard, 
church, school, and rectory.

Our Annual Ra�e and our Parish Dinner!

Many thanks go to all our parish members, families, and 
friends who’ve returned your sold August 16 Annual 
Ra�e tickets as well as your reservations for the pick-up 
dinner that will be provided today outside the Ascension 
Church Hall by Texas Roadhouse. More than 500 dinners 
were ordered for pick-up! At around 6:00pm today, 

winning Ra�e tickets will be drawn, and Ra�e winners 
will receive significant cash prizes. Thanks to all our 
participants, our parish will receive much needed finan-
cial support through this Annual Parish Ra�e and the 
Annual Parish Dinner! Thank you all!
 
Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program

Yes, we’re coming closer to the beginning of the school 
year and the Catechetical Year. All our plans are being 
made in conjunction with our neighboring Catholic 
schools in the new South Region, and all precautions will 
be taken to safeguard the health and safety of all our 
students and sta�. In addition, our Faith Formation (CCD) 
program will make use of Kelty Hall underneath Saint 
Philip Church, and classes will meet on a rotating 
Monday evening schedule. For further information about 
our school and our Religious Education Program, contact 
each of these respective o�ces this week.

Please support this month’s Food Drive of our Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society.

Thank you for contributing non-perishable food to our 
Saint Vincent DePaul Food Drive this weekend, August 
15-16. Your generous goodness will help hundreds of 
individuals in numerous households within our commu-
nity.  Please bring your donations to both our churches 
this weekend according to the plan arranged by the Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society of Saint Philip Parish!

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness to our parish community, to one another, to those in 
need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all support the GRACE Program.

UPDATE ON SPS COVID RETURN-TO-SCHOOL 
PLAN
The Diocese of Pittsburgh on August 1, 2020 issued a 
directive to all schools which has a significant impact on 
the original COVID-19 plan, and a�ects the Operational 
Document I sent to you last week, which had approval 
before I sent it out to all families. I have revised the 
original and that is included here. 
The O�ce of Catholic Schools added the following: 
Decisions regarding the continuous wearing of face 
coverings will be based on the rate of local community 
transmission and recommendations from the CDC, 
Pennsylvania Department of Health, Allegheny Health 
Department and PDE. Based on the current rate of 
community transmission, face coverings will be 
required at all times when inside. “Mask breaks” may 
be taken outside with social distancing only. 

CAMP INVENTION
St. Philip teachers, Heidi and Kati Rodgers conducted 
Camp Invention via Zoom this summer for interested 
students. The nationally recognized STEAM program 
sponsored by the Inventors Hall of Fame invited the 
children to learn about principles of flight by going 
outdoors to experiment with paper planes and 
hand-copters. They also got two robots — one to take 
apart and investigate, and one to customize as their very 
own flight simulation robot.
In addition, Campers explored bioluminescence as they 
used LEDs to create a glowing flower. They also built 
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Greetings everyone, and best wishes for this Sunday and 
for the week ahead!  Best wishes, too, as we honor the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 15. Our 
Blessed Mother’s place with her Divine Son is an 
assurance to us that Mary is mother to us all and is 
interceding to her Son for us.

Again, during this continuing pandemic, I hope that you 
and everyone in our parish community are healthy and 
doing well. Please continue praying for an e�ective 
vaccination and an end to this time of ongoing and 
serious viral illness. Let’s also pray for a renewal of our 
faith and life as a community, as families, and as 
individuals before 2021 arrives!

Thank you for your welcome.

I’m very grateful to our parish members and families 
who’ve o�ered me a cordial welcome to Saint Philip 
Parish in these first six weeks. This is a very fine 
community, and I’m thankful for your hospitality and 
your kindness. I look forward to our Catholic Christian 
life together as well as our participating in the Liturgy, 
our sharing the Good News with our community, and our 
working to build the Kingdom of God here in Pittsburgh, 
Thornburg, Ingram, and Crafton. Again, thank you for 
your much-appreciated welcome – even as we are still 
coping with this pandemic, and thank you for your 
membership and participation in our parish community! 

The Lord Jesus invites us and all people to himself.

Today’s account in the Gospel according to Matthew 
presents a very important moment in the life and minis-
try of Jesus. As we hear today, Jesus states that He was 
sent to the People of Israel first and foremost. Yet the 
faith of the Canaanite woman led Jesus to appreciate the 
faith in God that existed even outside the first People of 

God.  Jesus’ mission grew to include all peoples of the 
world in addition to the People of Israel. In time, the first 
Christians also realized through the Holy Spirit that the 
Church should welcome and include all people as well. 

What a wonderful message to us today. The Lord Jesus 
has called all of us into the Church, and He continues to 
call all persons into the People of God. Through the Holy 
Spirit and through our witness and our work as well, 
Jesus calls everyone to join us as His disciples, His 
friends, and His family! May we all appreciate Jesus’ 
inclusion of us among His disciples, and may we 
continue to invite and encourage others to join us among 
the Lord’s chosen people!

Celebrating the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

As I mentioned above, Saturday, August 15, was the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary into heaven. This 
event and celebration have a very special place in our 
faith and life.  Unlike other saints and heroes of our faith, 
there has never been a tomb of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
because the early church testifies that Mary was assumed 
into the heavenly realm by her Son after Mary’s passing. 
Mary was always most important in the life of Jesus, and 
so it makes perfect sense that Jesus would take His 
Mother to His side at the moment of her death. Mary was 
Jesus’ mother and His first disciple. She gave birth to our 
Lord and Savior, and Mary was faithful and close to Jesus 
throughout His ministry, His death, and His 
Resurrection. Mary has also been the Mother of the 
Church since the years of Jesus' ministry and the first 
days of Christianity.

As Catholic Christians today, we are blessed by the 
Assumption of Mary because she is now our Mother in 
heaven who intercedes for us and who is directing the 
Church and the world toward salvation in Christ.  
Through Mary’s various visitations and messages, she 
shows to us her continuing love and care, and she is 
guiding us to the eternal Kingdom of God where we hope 
to share in the life and glory of Almighty God and all the 
saints and angels!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

As you know from recent bulletins, the old Saint Philip 
Parish convent is being removed from the property. The 

parachutes to safely airdrop animals, restoring balance 
to their habitats. In addition, the children enjoyed 
open-ended activities and used the materials in their kit 
to create sketches, build and test prototypes, design 
logos and confidently pitch their products while 
protecting their intellectual property.
Finally, they discovered the great inventors behind their 
favorite sports, applying  their own game-changing 
ingenuity and design thinking and then built the 
ultimate sports complex. The inventors had great fun 
heading outside to play their new games.

ST. PHILIP EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Athletics: The St. Philip Athletic Association (SPAA) is 
committed to providing both instructional and 
competitive sports programs for all students. In 
addition, the SPAA encourages sportsmanship through 
self-discipline, stamina, teamwork, perseverance and 
dedication. Together with the desire to play fairly and 
with grace, this character-building approach fosters 

lifelong skills that enhance individual growth and 
physical activity.
Current sports o�erings include:

• Co-ed Soccer (Grades K–8)
• Cross Country (Grades K–8)
• Girls and Boys Volleyball (Grades 4–8)
• Girls and Boys Basketball (Grades K–8)
• Cheerleading (Grades K–8)
• Track & Field (Grades K–8)
• Summer Conditioning

plus two home room representatives from each Middle 
School Homeroom.
Election season occurs at the beginning of each school 
year in which candidates plaster the Middle School 
hallways with their creative campaign posters and 
canvass for votes among their Middle School peers.
The SPS Student Council runs several key initiatives 
throughout the year, including Middle School dances, 
Penny Wars, Toys for Tots and various other service 
projects. The program does wonders for helping 
students develop self-confidence, community service 
and fiscal and leadership skills. 
 
Forensics (Competitive Public Speaking Club Available 
to Grades 5-8): St. Philip School has a long and storied 
history as a flagship school of the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Forensics League. This includes several 
top-five finishes as an overall team and for individual 
team members at the annual All-Stars Tournament.

Students practice regularly as a group on a rotating basis 
after school and compete in the categories of drama, 
prose, poetry, declamation, impromptu, extemporaneous 
and multiple reading at several individual tournaments 

throughout Fall and Winter. A select group of only 10 
individuals or multiple-reading teams is then selected for 
the highly-competitive All-Star Tournament among the 
program’s top-scoring students and senior team 
members. The program culminates each year with the 
highly-anticipated Forensics Family Showcase in which 
all team members are given the opportunity to present 
their pieces for family and friends.
 
Chess Club (Available to Grades 2-8): SPS o�ers Chess 
Club as an academic enrichment opportunity for 
students in Grades 2-8. The game of chess helps young 
people learn to concentrate, think logically, overcome 
obstacles, spot patterns and categorize information. It 
also helps with the development of problem-solving 
skills, planning, patience, focus of thought and 
self-discipline.  
Chess Club meets afterschool for five Thursdays in the 
Fall and another five Thursdays in the Spring and 
culminates with an intramural tournament at the end of 
the Spring session. The SPS Chess Club also occasionally 
participates in community chess events as they become 
available.

decision was made last year to eliminate the convent 
because there are no more Religious Sisters in residence 
here at the parish, and all our o�ces were moved to the 
Ascension Church site several years ago. In addition, the 
old convent would require extensive repairs, and the 
insurance coverage for this empty and unused building is 
quite expensive.

Before the demolition began, all religious items and 
anything of historic importance were removed and 
placed in proper storage. Also, any asbestos that may 
have been left in the convent was professionally removed 
and put into proper containment o� site.   

In the coming years, once the ground has settled and 
becomes solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds in order to 
create handicapped parking spaces and regular parking 
spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of course, 
Angel Way will remain with us and will be redesigned 
eventually to provide safer access to the courtyard, 
church, school, and rectory.

Our Annual Ra�e and our Parish Dinner!

Many thanks go to all our parish members, families, and 
friends who’ve returned your sold August 16 Annual 
Ra�e tickets as well as your reservations for the pick-up 
dinner that will be provided today outside the Ascension 
Church Hall by Texas Roadhouse. More than 500 dinners 
were ordered for pick-up! At around 6:00pm today, 

winning Ra�e tickets will be drawn, and Ra�e winners 
will receive significant cash prizes. Thanks to all our 
participants, our parish will receive much needed finan-
cial support through this Annual Parish Ra�e and the 
Annual Parish Dinner! Thank you all!
 
Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program

Yes, we’re coming closer to the beginning of the school 
year and the Catechetical Year. All our plans are being 
made in conjunction with our neighboring Catholic 
schools in the new South Region, and all precautions will 
be taken to safeguard the health and safety of all our 
students and sta�. In addition, our Faith Formation (CCD) 
program will make use of Kelty Hall underneath Saint 
Philip Church, and classes will meet on a rotating 
Monday evening schedule. For further information about 
our school and our Religious Education Program, contact 
each of these respective o�ces this week.

Please support this month’s Food Drive of our Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society.

Thank you for contributing non-perishable food to our 
Saint Vincent DePaul Food Drive this weekend, August 
15-16. Your generous goodness will help hundreds of 
individuals in numerous households within our commu-
nity.  Please bring your donations to both our churches 
this weekend according to the plan arranged by the Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society of Saint Philip Parish!

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness to our parish community, to one another, to those in 
need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES

National Junior Honor Society: In 2019, St. Philip began 
its own chapter of the National Junior Honor Society. 
Our chapter of NJHS has worked hard to bring the 
accomplishments of outstanding students to the 
attention of parents, teachers, peers and the community. 
The SPS chapter, and the more than 7,500 other chapters 
in schools across the nation, strive to give practical 
meaning to the Honor Society’s standards of scholarship, 
service, leadership, character and citizenship. In order to 
be considered for candidacy, the student must first meet 
the following prerequisites:

• Students must be enrolled in St. Philip School for at 
least one semester;

• Students must be in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade;
• Students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.75; and
• Students must participate in at least 2 after school 

activities.
A high academic average in itself does not earn 
membership into the National Junior Honor Society. St. 
Philip and the National Junior Honor Society recognize the 
total student, one who excels in all of these areas: 
scholarship, service, leadership, character, and citizenship. 
These values should be demonstrated by in school and out 
of school activities and verified by teacher observation.

Student Council (Available to Grades 6-8): The Middle 
School Student Council consists of six o�cer positions 



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all support the GRACE Program.

UPDATE ON SPS COVID RETURN-TO-SCHOOL 
PLAN
The Diocese of Pittsburgh on August 1, 2020 issued a 
directive to all schools which has a significant impact on 
the original COVID-19 plan, and a�ects the Operational 
Document I sent to you last week, which had approval 
before I sent it out to all families. I have revised the 
original and that is included here. 
The O�ce of Catholic Schools added the following: 
Decisions regarding the continuous wearing of face 
coverings will be based on the rate of local community 
transmission and recommendations from the CDC, 
Pennsylvania Department of Health, Allegheny Health 
Department and PDE. Based on the current rate of 
community transmission, face coverings will be 
required at all times when inside. “Mask breaks” may 
be taken outside with social distancing only. 

CAMP INVENTION
St. Philip teachers, Heidi and Kati Rodgers conducted 
Camp Invention via Zoom this summer for interested 
students. The nationally recognized STEAM program 
sponsored by the Inventors Hall of Fame invited the 
children to learn about principles of flight by going 
outdoors to experiment with paper planes and 
hand-copters. They also got two robots — one to take 
apart and investigate, and one to customize as their very 
own flight simulation robot.
In addition, Campers explored bioluminescence as they 
used LEDs to create a glowing flower. They also built 
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Greetings everyone, and best wishes for this Sunday and 
for the week ahead!  Best wishes, too, as we honor the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 15. Our 
Blessed Mother’s place with her Divine Son is an 
assurance to us that Mary is mother to us all and is 
interceding to her Son for us.

Again, during this continuing pandemic, I hope that you 
and everyone in our parish community are healthy and 
doing well. Please continue praying for an e�ective 
vaccination and an end to this time of ongoing and 
serious viral illness. Let’s also pray for a renewal of our 
faith and life as a community, as families, and as 
individuals before 2021 arrives!

Thank you for your welcome.

I’m very grateful to our parish members and families 
who’ve o�ered me a cordial welcome to Saint Philip 
Parish in these first six weeks. This is a very fine 
community, and I’m thankful for your hospitality and 
your kindness. I look forward to our Catholic Christian 
life together as well as our participating in the Liturgy, 
our sharing the Good News with our community, and our 
working to build the Kingdom of God here in Pittsburgh, 
Thornburg, Ingram, and Crafton. Again, thank you for 
your much-appreciated welcome – even as we are still 
coping with this pandemic, and thank you for your 
membership and participation in our parish community! 

The Lord Jesus invites us and all people to himself.

Today’s account in the Gospel according to Matthew 
presents a very important moment in the life and minis-
try of Jesus. As we hear today, Jesus states that He was 
sent to the People of Israel first and foremost. Yet the 
faith of the Canaanite woman led Jesus to appreciate the 
faith in God that existed even outside the first People of 

God.  Jesus’ mission grew to include all peoples of the 
world in addition to the People of Israel. In time, the first 
Christians also realized through the Holy Spirit that the 
Church should welcome and include all people as well. 

What a wonderful message to us today. The Lord Jesus 
has called all of us into the Church, and He continues to 
call all persons into the People of God. Through the Holy 
Spirit and through our witness and our work as well, 
Jesus calls everyone to join us as His disciples, His 
friends, and His family! May we all appreciate Jesus’ 
inclusion of us among His disciples, and may we 
continue to invite and encourage others to join us among 
the Lord’s chosen people!

Celebrating the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

As I mentioned above, Saturday, August 15, was the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary into heaven. This 
event and celebration have a very special place in our 
faith and life.  Unlike other saints and heroes of our faith, 
there has never been a tomb of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
because the early church testifies that Mary was assumed 
into the heavenly realm by her Son after Mary’s passing. 
Mary was always most important in the life of Jesus, and 
so it makes perfect sense that Jesus would take His 
Mother to His side at the moment of her death. Mary was 
Jesus’ mother and His first disciple. She gave birth to our 
Lord and Savior, and Mary was faithful and close to Jesus 
throughout His ministry, His death, and His 
Resurrection. Mary has also been the Mother of the 
Church since the years of Jesus' ministry and the first 
days of Christianity.

As Catholic Christians today, we are blessed by the 
Assumption of Mary because she is now our Mother in 
heaven who intercedes for us and who is directing the 
Church and the world toward salvation in Christ.  
Through Mary’s various visitations and messages, she 
shows to us her continuing love and care, and she is 
guiding us to the eternal Kingdom of God where we hope 
to share in the life and glory of Almighty God and all the 
saints and angels!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

As you know from recent bulletins, the old Saint Philip 
Parish convent is being removed from the property. The 

parachutes to safely airdrop animals, restoring balance 
to their habitats. In addition, the children enjoyed 
open-ended activities and used the materials in their kit 
to create sketches, build and test prototypes, design 
logos and confidently pitch their products while 
protecting their intellectual property.
Finally, they discovered the great inventors behind their 
favorite sports, applying  their own game-changing 
ingenuity and design thinking and then built the 
ultimate sports complex. The inventors had great fun 
heading outside to play their new games.

ST. PHILIP EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Athletics: The St. Philip Athletic Association (SPAA) is 
committed to providing both instructional and 
competitive sports programs for all students. In 
addition, the SPAA encourages sportsmanship through 
self-discipline, stamina, teamwork, perseverance and 
dedication. Together with the desire to play fairly and 
with grace, this character-building approach fosters 

lifelong skills that enhance individual growth and 
physical activity.
Current sports o�erings include:

• Co-ed Soccer (Grades K–8)
• Cross Country (Grades K–8)
• Girls and Boys Volleyball (Grades 4–8)
• Girls and Boys Basketball (Grades K–8)
• Cheerleading (Grades K–8)
• Track & Field (Grades K–8)
• Summer Conditioning

plus two home room representatives from each Middle 
School Homeroom.
Election season occurs at the beginning of each school 
year in which candidates plaster the Middle School 
hallways with their creative campaign posters and 
canvass for votes among their Middle School peers.
The SPS Student Council runs several key initiatives 
throughout the year, including Middle School dances, 
Penny Wars, Toys for Tots and various other service 
projects. The program does wonders for helping 
students develop self-confidence, community service 
and fiscal and leadership skills. 
 
Forensics (Competitive Public Speaking Club Available 
to Grades 5-8): St. Philip School has a long and storied 
history as a flagship school of the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Forensics League. This includes several 
top-five finishes as an overall team and for individual 
team members at the annual All-Stars Tournament.

Students practice regularly as a group on a rotating basis 
after school and compete in the categories of drama, 
prose, poetry, declamation, impromptu, extemporaneous 
and multiple reading at several individual tournaments 

throughout Fall and Winter. A select group of only 10 
individuals or multiple-reading teams is then selected for 
the highly-competitive All-Star Tournament among the 
program’s top-scoring students and senior team 
members. The program culminates each year with the 
highly-anticipated Forensics Family Showcase in which 
all team members are given the opportunity to present 
their pieces for family and friends.
 
Chess Club (Available to Grades 2-8): SPS o�ers Chess 
Club as an academic enrichment opportunity for 
students in Grades 2-8. The game of chess helps young 
people learn to concentrate, think logically, overcome 
obstacles, spot patterns and categorize information. It 
also helps with the development of problem-solving 
skills, planning, patience, focus of thought and 
self-discipline.  
Chess Club meets afterschool for five Thursdays in the 
Fall and another five Thursdays in the Spring and 
culminates with an intramural tournament at the end of 
the Spring session. The SPS Chess Club also occasionally 
participates in community chess events as they become 
available.

decision was made last year to eliminate the convent 
because there are no more Religious Sisters in residence 
here at the parish, and all our o�ces were moved to the 
Ascension Church site several years ago. In addition, the 
old convent would require extensive repairs, and the 
insurance coverage for this empty and unused building is 
quite expensive.

Before the demolition began, all religious items and 
anything of historic importance were removed and 
placed in proper storage. Also, any asbestos that may 
have been left in the convent was professionally removed 
and put into proper containment o� site.   

In the coming years, once the ground has settled and 
becomes solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds in order to 
create handicapped parking spaces and regular parking 
spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of course, 
Angel Way will remain with us and will be redesigned 
eventually to provide safer access to the courtyard, 
church, school, and rectory.

Our Annual Ra�e and our Parish Dinner!

Many thanks go to all our parish members, families, and 
friends who’ve returned your sold August 16 Annual 
Ra�e tickets as well as your reservations for the pick-up 
dinner that will be provided today outside the Ascension 
Church Hall by Texas Roadhouse. More than 500 dinners 
were ordered for pick-up! At around 6:00pm today, 

winning Ra�e tickets will be drawn, and Ra�e winners 
will receive significant cash prizes. Thanks to all our 
participants, our parish will receive much needed finan-
cial support through this Annual Parish Ra�e and the 
Annual Parish Dinner! Thank you all!
 
Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program

Yes, we’re coming closer to the beginning of the school 
year and the Catechetical Year. All our plans are being 
made in conjunction with our neighboring Catholic 
schools in the new South Region, and all precautions will 
be taken to safeguard the health and safety of all our 
students and sta�. In addition, our Faith Formation (CCD) 
program will make use of Kelty Hall underneath Saint 
Philip Church, and classes will meet on a rotating 
Monday evening schedule. For further information about 
our school and our Religious Education Program, contact 
each of these respective o�ces this week.

Please support this month’s Food Drive of our Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society.

Thank you for contributing non-perishable food to our 
Saint Vincent DePaul Food Drive this weekend, August 
15-16. Your generous goodness will help hundreds of 
individuals in numerous households within our commu-
nity.  Please bring your donations to both our churches 
this weekend according to the plan arranged by the Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society of Saint Philip Parish!

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness to our parish community, to one another, to those in 
need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES

National Junior Honor Society: In 2019, St. Philip began 
its own chapter of the National Junior Honor Society. 
Our chapter of NJHS has worked hard to bring the 
accomplishments of outstanding students to the 
attention of parents, teachers, peers and the community. 
The SPS chapter, and the more than 7,500 other chapters 
in schools across the nation, strive to give practical 
meaning to the Honor Society’s standards of scholarship, 
service, leadership, character and citizenship. In order to 
be considered for candidacy, the student must first meet 
the following prerequisites:

• Students must be enrolled in St. Philip School for at 
least one semester;

• Students must be in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade;
• Students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.75; and
• Students must participate in at least 2 after school 

activities.
A high academic average in itself does not earn 
membership into the National Junior Honor Society. St. 
Philip and the National Junior Honor Society recognize the 
total student, one who excels in all of these areas: 
scholarship, service, leadership, character, and citizenship. 
These values should be demonstrated by in school and out 
of school activities and verified by teacher observation.

Student Council (Available to Grades 6-8): The Middle 
School Student Council consists of six o�cer positions 

Parish 
News

NEWLY BAPTIZED
Please welcome into our faith family... Evelina Marie 
Barnabei, daughter of Andre and Jessica Fulton Barnabei 
and Gino David Goodwin, son of David and Bianca  
Barnabei Goodwin who received the Life of Christ in 
Baptism in our parish last Sunday. May they grow in 
wisdom, age and grace.

NEXT WEEKEND-SPECIAL COLLECTION
The second collection taken up at all the Masses next 
weekend is the annual collection for Catholic University 
and the Catholic Communications Campaign of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops.  This collection 
makes it possible to spread the teachings of Christ.  
Please be as generous as you can.

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!

If you are unable to attend Mass, you may mail your 
weekly o�ering to the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry Street, 
Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it o� in the mail box located 
outside the main o�ce door. St. Philip Parish also o�ers 
the option for ONLINE GIVING.  

PARISH OFFICES 
The Parish O�ces are closed until further notice for all 
in-person business. The o�ces may be contacted by 
phone Monday through Friday from 10:00am to 
2:00pm. 

HELP NEEDED
Additional help is needed to sanitize 
the church after weekday and week-
end Masses as well as funerals.  Also 
needed are individuals to check-in 
weekend Mass attendees. If you can 
lend a hand, please contact the 
parish o�ce.

JUST A REMINDER. . .
Sunday Masses 

• 25% Occupancy:  150 (SP) & 100 (A) may gather at each 
Mass as per the directives of the Diocese.

Attendees at every Mass should:
• Enter church no earlier than 30 minutes before Mass 
through the Courtyard Door (St. Philip) and Main 
Doors (Ascension).

• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.
• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families 
may sit together).

• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
  (The church will be sanitized after each Mass)

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS
www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq
Reservations accepted by phone from those without 
internet access on Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am 
to 12:00 noon. Call the parish o�ce at 412-922-6300, x 5.

GOOD NEWS MINISTRIES
Bill Wegner, a full-time, Catholic lay evangelist has 
launched a podcast, “Returning to the Heart of Jesus!”  
Bill has conducted a mission in the past at our parish 
which was very well received. The podcast can be 
viewed every Thursday.  Be encouraged and challenged 
to fully live the gospel in your everyday life.  Find us on 
YouTube at Bill Wegner, “Returning to the Heart of Jesus!” 
and on facebook at Good News International.

MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING
This course is required for all parish and school employ-
ees, CCD personnel, school and cafeteria volunteers.

PFSA is continuing to provide VIRTUAL Mandated 
Reporter Training during the months of August and 
September—at no cost!

This three-hour live, interactive training is approved by 
the Department of Human Services, Education and State 
and meets all requirements for training on recognizing 
and reporting child abuse (to include Act 126 for school 
employees).

This training is also approved for continuing education 
credits under Act 31 (Department of State for health-re-
lated licenses) and Act 48 (Department of Education for 

teachers) at no cost. PFSA will submit your training verification to the 
Department of State or Education as appropriate on your behalf (details 
provided during training).

Please use the links below to register for your preferred training date and 
time. Each person must log in through separate devices, using the unique 
access link emailed to them after registration to receive credit.

Mon., Aug. 17, 1:00pm-4:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=d2ed6fdab5&e=09615c33eb

Tue., Aug 18, 9:00am-12:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=adf3cba8be&e=09615c33eb

Wed., Aug 19, 8:00am-11:00am | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=613e0c26ec&e=09615c33eb

Thu., Aug. 20, 12:00pm-3:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=a05f873de0&e=09615c33eb

Fri., Aug. 21, 9:00am-12:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=f584133de8&e=09615c33eb

Tue., Aug. 25, 12:00pm-3:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=810d62bf3a&e=09615c33eb

Wed., Aug. 26, 1:00pm-4:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=8cdf4392e3&e=09615c33eb

Thu., Aug. 27, 6:00pm-9:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=384576ded8&e=09615c33eb

Thu., Sept. 3, 9:00am-12:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=077818075f&e=09615c33eb

Tue., Sept. 8, 1:00pm-4:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=3e2f040b64&e=09615c33eb

Thu., Sept. 17, 6:00pm-9:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=864297a951&e=09615c33eb

Wed., Sept. 23, 9:00am-12:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=90910b3ccf&e=09615c33eb

Mon., Sept. 28, 6:00pm-9:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=7f19ddee85&e=09615c33eb

Feel free to share this email with others! Additional dates may be added if 
all training sessions reach capacity. Please email training@pa-fsa.org for 
additional training dates.
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GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all support the GRACE Program.

UPDATE ON SPS COVID RETURN-TO-SCHOOL 
PLAN
The Diocese of Pittsburgh on August 1, 2020 issued a 
directive to all schools which has a significant impact on 
the original COVID-19 plan, and a�ects the Operational 
Document I sent to you last week, which had approval 
before I sent it out to all families. I have revised the 
original and that is included here. 
The O�ce of Catholic Schools added the following: 
Decisions regarding the continuous wearing of face 
coverings will be based on the rate of local community 
transmission and recommendations from the CDC, 
Pennsylvania Department of Health, Allegheny Health 
Department and PDE. Based on the current rate of 
community transmission, face coverings will be 
required at all times when inside. “Mask breaks” may 
be taken outside with social distancing only. 

CAMP INVENTION
St. Philip teachers, Heidi and Kati Rodgers conducted 
Camp Invention via Zoom this summer for interested 
students. The nationally recognized STEAM program 
sponsored by the Inventors Hall of Fame invited the 
children to learn about principles of flight by going 
outdoors to experiment with paper planes and 
hand-copters. They also got two robots — one to take 
apart and investigate, and one to customize as their very 
own flight simulation robot.
In addition, Campers explored bioluminescence as they 
used LEDs to create a glowing flower. They also built 
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Sanctuary     Lamp

ADVERTISER of the Week 

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns 

In Loving Memory of Shane Phillips

O�ered by Grandparents

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension 

burns In Loving Memory of Tom & Ann Moneck

O�ered by Daughter, Joan Chiconella & Family

Greetings everyone, and best wishes for this Sunday and 
for the week ahead!  Best wishes, too, as we honor the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 15. Our 
Blessed Mother’s place with her Divine Son is an 
assurance to us that Mary is mother to us all and is 
interceding to her Son for us.

Again, during this continuing pandemic, I hope that you 
and everyone in our parish community are healthy and 
doing well. Please continue praying for an e�ective 
vaccination and an end to this time of ongoing and 
serious viral illness. Let’s also pray for a renewal of our 
faith and life as a community, as families, and as 
individuals before 2021 arrives!

Thank you for your welcome.

I’m very grateful to our parish members and families 
who’ve o�ered me a cordial welcome to Saint Philip 
Parish in these first six weeks. This is a very fine 
community, and I’m thankful for your hospitality and 
your kindness. I look forward to our Catholic Christian 
life together as well as our participating in the Liturgy, 
our sharing the Good News with our community, and our 
working to build the Kingdom of God here in Pittsburgh, 
Thornburg, Ingram, and Crafton. Again, thank you for 
your much-appreciated welcome – even as we are still 
coping with this pandemic, and thank you for your 
membership and participation in our parish community! 

The Lord Jesus invites us and all people to himself.

Today’s account in the Gospel according to Matthew 
presents a very important moment in the life and minis-
try of Jesus. As we hear today, Jesus states that He was 
sent to the People of Israel first and foremost. Yet the 
faith of the Canaanite woman led Jesus to appreciate the 
faith in God that existed even outside the first People of 

God.  Jesus’ mission grew to include all peoples of the 
world in addition to the People of Israel. In time, the first 
Christians also realized through the Holy Spirit that the 
Church should welcome and include all people as well. 

What a wonderful message to us today. The Lord Jesus 
has called all of us into the Church, and He continues to 
call all persons into the People of God. Through the Holy 
Spirit and through our witness and our work as well, 
Jesus calls everyone to join us as His disciples, His 
friends, and His family! May we all appreciate Jesus’ 
inclusion of us among His disciples, and may we 
continue to invite and encourage others to join us among 
the Lord’s chosen people!

Celebrating the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

As I mentioned above, Saturday, August 15, was the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary into heaven. This 
event and celebration have a very special place in our 
faith and life.  Unlike other saints and heroes of our faith, 
there has never been a tomb of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
because the early church testifies that Mary was assumed 
into the heavenly realm by her Son after Mary’s passing. 
Mary was always most important in the life of Jesus, and 
so it makes perfect sense that Jesus would take His 
Mother to His side at the moment of her death. Mary was 
Jesus’ mother and His first disciple. She gave birth to our 
Lord and Savior, and Mary was faithful and close to Jesus 
throughout His ministry, His death, and His 
Resurrection. Mary has also been the Mother of the 
Church since the years of Jesus' ministry and the first 
days of Christianity.

As Catholic Christians today, we are blessed by the 
Assumption of Mary because she is now our Mother in 
heaven who intercedes for us and who is directing the 
Church and the world toward salvation in Christ.  
Through Mary’s various visitations and messages, she 
shows to us her continuing love and care, and she is 
guiding us to the eternal Kingdom of God where we hope 
to share in the life and glory of Almighty God and all the 
saints and angels!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

As you know from recent bulletins, the old Saint Philip 
Parish convent is being removed from the property. The 

Rest in Peace 
We o�er our sympathy to the families of 
Joan Katherine Meyer, Michael G. Koczan 
and Dennis R. Pendleton who passed into 
eternal life. Please keep them in your 
prayers.

We ask you to please 
remember in your 
prayers Sister M. Adele 
Rogers, SC who was 
called home to the 
Lord on August 7. May 
her soul and all the 
souls of the faithful 
departed rest in peace.

Sister Adele was born in Pittsburgh and entered the 
Sisters of Charity on September 8, 1947 from 
Immaculate Conception Parish in Bloomfield. She 
earned her bachelor’s degree in education from 
Seton Hill University and taught in schools of the 
Greensburg, Pittsburgh and Tucson Dioceses. Her 
local assignments included serving as librarian to 
Bishop Canevin High School from 1990 until 1996 
and substitute teaching at St. Malachy School from 
1999 until 2006. She then began substitute teaching 
at our St. Philip School. She held this position until 
her retirement to the motherhouse, Caritas Christi. 
Sister Adele once reflected, “My ministry as a teacher 
and librarian in elementary and secondary schools has 
been rewarding and grace-filled.  I have been sustained 
by prayer and the grace of deepening trust in God and 
the support of my community, family and friends. The 
Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.”

parachutes to safely airdrop animals, restoring balance 
to their habitats. In addition, the children enjoyed 
open-ended activities and used the materials in their kit 
to create sketches, build and test prototypes, design 
logos and confidently pitch their products while 
protecting their intellectual property.
Finally, they discovered the great inventors behind their 
favorite sports, applying  their own game-changing 
ingenuity and design thinking and then built the 
ultimate sports complex. The inventors had great fun 
heading outside to play their new games.

ST. PHILIP EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Athletics: The St. Philip Athletic Association (SPAA) is 
committed to providing both instructional and 
competitive sports programs for all students. In 
addition, the SPAA encourages sportsmanship through 
self-discipline, stamina, teamwork, perseverance and 
dedication. Together with the desire to play fairly and 
with grace, this character-building approach fosters 

lifelong skills that enhance individual growth and 
physical activity.
Current sports o�erings include:

• Co-ed Soccer (Grades K–8)
• Cross Country (Grades K–8)
• Girls and Boys Volleyball (Grades 4–8)
• Girls and Boys Basketball (Grades K–8)
• Cheerleading (Grades K–8)
• Track & Field (Grades K–8)
• Summer Conditioning

plus two home room representatives from each Middle 
School Homeroom.
Election season occurs at the beginning of each school 
year in which candidates plaster the Middle School 
hallways with their creative campaign posters and 
canvass for votes among their Middle School peers.
The SPS Student Council runs several key initiatives 
throughout the year, including Middle School dances, 
Penny Wars, Toys for Tots and various other service 
projects. The program does wonders for helping 
students develop self-confidence, community service 
and fiscal and leadership skills. 
 
Forensics (Competitive Public Speaking Club Available 
to Grades 5-8): St. Philip School has a long and storied 
history as a flagship school of the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Forensics League. This includes several 
top-five finishes as an overall team and for individual 
team members at the annual All-Stars Tournament.

Students practice regularly as a group on a rotating basis 
after school and compete in the categories of drama, 
prose, poetry, declamation, impromptu, extemporaneous 
and multiple reading at several individual tournaments 

throughout Fall and Winter. A select group of only 10 
individuals or multiple-reading teams is then selected for 
the highly-competitive All-Star Tournament among the 
program’s top-scoring students and senior team 
members. The program culminates each year with the 
highly-anticipated Forensics Family Showcase in which 
all team members are given the opportunity to present 
their pieces for family and friends.
 
Chess Club (Available to Grades 2-8): SPS o�ers Chess 
Club as an academic enrichment opportunity for 
students in Grades 2-8. The game of chess helps young 
people learn to concentrate, think logically, overcome 
obstacles, spot patterns and categorize information. It 
also helps with the development of problem-solving 
skills, planning, patience, focus of thought and 
self-discipline.  
Chess Club meets afterschool for five Thursdays in the 
Fall and another five Thursdays in the Spring and 
culminates with an intramural tournament at the end of 
the Spring session. The SPS Chess Club also occasionally 
participates in community chess events as they become 
available.

decision was made last year to eliminate the convent 
because there are no more Religious Sisters in residence 
here at the parish, and all our o�ces were moved to the 
Ascension Church site several years ago. In addition, the 
old convent would require extensive repairs, and the 
insurance coverage for this empty and unused building is 
quite expensive.

Before the demolition began, all religious items and 
anything of historic importance were removed and 
placed in proper storage. Also, any asbestos that may 
have been left in the convent was professionally removed 
and put into proper containment o� site.   

In the coming years, once the ground has settled and 
becomes solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds in order to 
create handicapped parking spaces and regular parking 
spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of course, 
Angel Way will remain with us and will be redesigned 
eventually to provide safer access to the courtyard, 
church, school, and rectory.

Our Annual Ra�e and our Parish Dinner!

Many thanks go to all our parish members, families, and 
friends who’ve returned your sold August 16 Annual 
Ra�e tickets as well as your reservations for the pick-up 
dinner that will be provided today outside the Ascension 
Church Hall by Texas Roadhouse. More than 500 dinners 
were ordered for pick-up! At around 6:00pm today, 

winning Ra�e tickets will be drawn, and Ra�e winners 
will receive significant cash prizes. Thanks to all our 
participants, our parish will receive much needed finan-
cial support through this Annual Parish Ra�e and the 
Annual Parish Dinner! Thank you all!
 
Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program

Yes, we’re coming closer to the beginning of the school 
year and the Catechetical Year. All our plans are being 
made in conjunction with our neighboring Catholic 
schools in the new South Region, and all precautions will 
be taken to safeguard the health and safety of all our 
students and sta�. In addition, our Faith Formation (CCD) 
program will make use of Kelty Hall underneath Saint 
Philip Church, and classes will meet on a rotating 
Monday evening schedule. For further information about 
our school and our Religious Education Program, contact 
each of these respective o�ces this week.

Please support this month’s Food Drive of our Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society.

Thank you for contributing non-perishable food to our 
Saint Vincent DePaul Food Drive this weekend, August 
15-16. Your generous goodness will help hundreds of 
individuals in numerous households within our commu-
nity.  Please bring your donations to both our churches 
this weekend according to the plan arranged by the Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society of Saint Philip Parish!

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness to our parish community, to one another, to those in 
need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES

National Junior Honor Society: In 2019, St. Philip began 
its own chapter of the National Junior Honor Society. 
Our chapter of NJHS has worked hard to bring the 
accomplishments of outstanding students to the 
attention of parents, teachers, peers and the community. 
The SPS chapter, and the more than 7,500 other chapters 
in schools across the nation, strive to give practical 
meaning to the Honor Society’s standards of scholarship, 
service, leadership, character and citizenship. In order to 
be considered for candidacy, the student must first meet 
the following prerequisites:

• Students must be enrolled in St. Philip School for at 
least one semester;

• Students must be in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade;
• Students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.75; and
• Students must participate in at least 2 after school 

activities.
A high academic average in itself does not earn 
membership into the National Junior Honor Society. St. 
Philip and the National Junior Honor Society recognize the 
total student, one who excels in all of these areas: 
scholarship, service, leadership, character, and citizenship. 
These values should be demonstrated by in school and out 
of school activities and verified by teacher observation.

Student Council (Available to Grades 6-8): The Middle 
School Student Council consists of six o�cer positions 

NEWLY BAPTIZED
Please welcome into our faith family... Evelina Marie 
Barnabei, daughter of Andre and Jessica Fulton Barnabei 
and Gino David Goodwin, son of David and Bianca  
Barnabei Goodwin who received the Life of Christ in 
Baptism in our parish last Sunday. May they grow in 
wisdom, age and grace.

NEXT WEEKEND-SPECIAL COLLECTION
The second collection taken up at all the Masses next 
weekend is the annual collection for Catholic University 
and the Catholic Communications Campaign of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops.  This collection 
makes it possible to spread the teachings of Christ.  
Please be as generous as you can.

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!

If you are unable to attend Mass, you may mail your 
weekly o�ering to the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry Street, 
Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it o� in the mail box located 
outside the main o�ce door. St. Philip Parish also o�ers 
the option for ONLINE GIVING.  

PARISH OFFICES 
The Parish O�ces are closed until further notice for all 
in-person business. The o�ces may be contacted by 
phone Monday through Friday from 10:00am to 
2:00pm. 

HELP NEEDED
Additional help is needed to sanitize 
the church after weekday and week-
end Masses as well as funerals.  Also 
needed are individuals to check-in 
weekend Mass attendees. If you can 
lend a hand, please contact the 
parish o�ce.

JUST A REMINDER. . .
Sunday Masses 

• 25% Occupancy:  150 (SP) & 100 (A) may gather at each 
Mass as per the directives of the Diocese.

Attendees at every Mass should:
• Enter church no earlier than 30 minutes before Mass 
through the Courtyard Door (St. Philip) and Main 
Doors (Ascension).

• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.
• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families 
may sit together).

• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
  (The church will be sanitized after each Mass)

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS
www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq
Reservations accepted by phone from those without 
internet access on Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am 
to 12:00 noon. Call the parish o�ce at 412-922-6300, x 5.

GOOD NEWS MINISTRIES
Bill Wegner, a full-time, Catholic lay evangelist has 
launched a podcast, “Returning to the Heart of Jesus!”  
Bill has conducted a mission in the past at our parish 
which was very well received. The podcast can be 
viewed every Thursday.  Be encouraged and challenged 
to fully live the gospel in your everyday life.  Find us on 
YouTube at Bill Wegner, “Returning to the Heart of Jesus!” 
and on facebook at Good News International.

MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING
This course is required for all parish and school employ-
ees, CCD personnel, school and cafeteria volunteers.

PFSA is continuing to provide VIRTUAL Mandated 
Reporter Training during the months of August and 
September—at no cost!

This three-hour live, interactive training is approved by 
the Department of Human Services, Education and State 
and meets all requirements for training on recognizing 
and reporting child abuse (to include Act 126 for school 
employees).

This training is also approved for continuing education 
credits under Act 31 (Department of State for health-re-
lated licenses) and Act 48 (Department of Education for 

teachers) at no cost. PFSA will submit your training verification to the 
Department of State or Education as appropriate on your behalf (details 
provided during training).

Please use the links below to register for your preferred training date and 
time. Each person must log in through separate devices, using the unique 
access link emailed to them after registration to receive credit.

Mon., Aug. 17, 1:00pm-4:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=d2ed6fdab5&e=09615c33eb

Tue., Aug 18, 9:00am-12:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=adf3cba8be&e=09615c33eb

Wed., Aug 19, 8:00am-11:00am | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=613e0c26ec&e=09615c33eb

Thu., Aug. 20, 12:00pm-3:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=a05f873de0&e=09615c33eb

Fri., Aug. 21, 9:00am-12:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=f584133de8&e=09615c33eb

Tue., Aug. 25, 12:00pm-3:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=810d62bf3a&e=09615c33eb

Wed., Aug. 26, 1:00pm-4:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=8cdf4392e3&e=09615c33eb

Thu., Aug. 27, 6:00pm-9:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=384576ded8&e=09615c33eb

Thu., Sept. 3, 9:00am-12:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=077818075f&e=09615c33eb

Tue., Sept. 8, 1:00pm-4:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=3e2f040b64&e=09615c33eb

Thu., Sept. 17, 6:00pm-9:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=864297a951&e=09615c33eb

Wed., Sept. 23, 9:00am-12:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=90910b3ccf&e=09615c33eb

Mon., Sept. 28, 6:00pm-9:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/ 
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=7f19ddee85&e=09615c33eb

Feel free to share this email with others! Additional dates may be added if 
all training sessions reach capacity. Please email training@pa-fsa.org for 
additional training dates.

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR & 
RADIATOR SERVICE

Thank you for helping to underwrite the 
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all support the GRACE Program.

UPDATE ON SPS COVID RETURN-TO-SCHOOL 
PLAN
The Diocese of Pittsburgh on August 1, 2020 issued a 
directive to all schools which has a significant impact on 
the original COVID-19 plan, and a�ects the Operational 
Document I sent to you last week, which had approval 
before I sent it out to all families. I have revised the 
original and that is included here. 
The O�ce of Catholic Schools added the following: 
Decisions regarding the continuous wearing of face 
coverings will be based on the rate of local community 
transmission and recommendations from the CDC, 
Pennsylvania Department of Health, Allegheny Health 
Department and PDE. Based on the current rate of 
community transmission, face coverings will be 
required at all times when inside. “Mask breaks” may 
be taken outside with social distancing only. 

CAMP INVENTION
St. Philip teachers, Heidi and Kati Rodgers conducted 
Camp Invention via Zoom this summer for interested 
students. The nationally recognized STEAM program 
sponsored by the Inventors Hall of Fame invited the 
children to learn about principles of flight by going 
outdoors to experiment with paper planes and 
hand-copters. They also got two robots — one to take 
apart and investigate, and one to customize as their very 
own flight simulation robot.
In addition, Campers explored bioluminescence as they 
used LEDs to create a glowing flower. They also built 
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Greetings everyone, and best wishes for this Sunday and 
for the week ahead!  Best wishes, too, as we honor the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 15. Our 
Blessed Mother’s place with her Divine Son is an 
assurance to us that Mary is mother to us all and is 
interceding to her Son for us.

Again, during this continuing pandemic, I hope that you 
and everyone in our parish community are healthy and 
doing well. Please continue praying for an e�ective 
vaccination and an end to this time of ongoing and 
serious viral illness. Let’s also pray for a renewal of our 
faith and life as a community, as families, and as 
individuals before 2021 arrives!

Thank you for your welcome.

I’m very grateful to our parish members and families 
who’ve o�ered me a cordial welcome to Saint Philip 
Parish in these first six weeks. This is a very fine 
community, and I’m thankful for your hospitality and 
your kindness. I look forward to our Catholic Christian 
life together as well as our participating in the Liturgy, 
our sharing the Good News with our community, and our 
working to build the Kingdom of God here in Pittsburgh, 
Thornburg, Ingram, and Crafton. Again, thank you for 
your much-appreciated welcome – even as we are still 
coping with this pandemic, and thank you for your 
membership and participation in our parish community! 

The Lord Jesus invites us and all people to himself.

Today’s account in the Gospel according to Matthew 
presents a very important moment in the life and minis-
try of Jesus. As we hear today, Jesus states that He was 
sent to the People of Israel first and foremost. Yet the 
faith of the Canaanite woman led Jesus to appreciate the 
faith in God that existed even outside the first People of 

God.  Jesus’ mission grew to include all peoples of the 
world in addition to the People of Israel. In time, the first 
Christians also realized through the Holy Spirit that the 
Church should welcome and include all people as well. 

What a wonderful message to us today. The Lord Jesus 
has called all of us into the Church, and He continues to 
call all persons into the People of God. Through the Holy 
Spirit and through our witness and our work as well, 
Jesus calls everyone to join us as His disciples, His 
friends, and His family! May we all appreciate Jesus’ 
inclusion of us among His disciples, and may we 
continue to invite and encourage others to join us among 
the Lord’s chosen people!

Celebrating the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

As I mentioned above, Saturday, August 15, was the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary into heaven. This 
event and celebration have a very special place in our 
faith and life.  Unlike other saints and heroes of our faith, 
there has never been a tomb of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
because the early church testifies that Mary was assumed 
into the heavenly realm by her Son after Mary’s passing. 
Mary was always most important in the life of Jesus, and 
so it makes perfect sense that Jesus would take His 
Mother to His side at the moment of her death. Mary was 
Jesus’ mother and His first disciple. She gave birth to our 
Lord and Savior, and Mary was faithful and close to Jesus 
throughout His ministry, His death, and His 
Resurrection. Mary has also been the Mother of the 
Church since the years of Jesus' ministry and the first 
days of Christianity.

As Catholic Christians today, we are blessed by the 
Assumption of Mary because she is now our Mother in 
heaven who intercedes for us and who is directing the 
Church and the world toward salvation in Christ.  
Through Mary’s various visitations and messages, she 
shows to us her continuing love and care, and she is 
guiding us to the eternal Kingdom of God where we hope 
to share in the life and glory of Almighty God and all the 
saints and angels!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

As you know from recent bulletins, the old Saint Philip 
Parish convent is being removed from the property. The 

parachutes to safely airdrop animals, restoring balance 
to their habitats. In addition, the children enjoyed 
open-ended activities and used the materials in their kit 
to create sketches, build and test prototypes, design 
logos and confidently pitch their products while 
protecting their intellectual property.
Finally, they discovered the great inventors behind their 
favorite sports, applying  their own game-changing 
ingenuity and design thinking and then built the 
ultimate sports complex. The inventors had great fun 
heading outside to play their new games.

ST. PHILIP EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Athletics: The St. Philip Athletic Association (SPAA) is 
committed to providing both instructional and 
competitive sports programs for all students. In 
addition, the SPAA encourages sportsmanship through 
self-discipline, stamina, teamwork, perseverance and 
dedication. Together with the desire to play fairly and 
with grace, this character-building approach fosters 

lifelong skills that enhance individual growth and 
physical activity.
Current sports o�erings include:

• Co-ed Soccer (Grades K–8)
• Cross Country (Grades K–8)
• Girls and Boys Volleyball (Grades 4–8)
• Girls and Boys Basketball (Grades K–8)
• Cheerleading (Grades K–8)
• Track & Field (Grades K–8)
• Summer Conditioning

plus two home room representatives from each Middle 
School Homeroom.
Election season occurs at the beginning of each school 
year in which candidates plaster the Middle School 
hallways with their creative campaign posters and 
canvass for votes among their Middle School peers.
The SPS Student Council runs several key initiatives 
throughout the year, including Middle School dances, 
Penny Wars, Toys for Tots and various other service 
projects. The program does wonders for helping 
students develop self-confidence, community service 
and fiscal and leadership skills. 
 
Forensics (Competitive Public Speaking Club Available 
to Grades 5-8): St. Philip School has a long and storied 
history as a flagship school of the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Forensics League. This includes several 
top-five finishes as an overall team and for individual 
team members at the annual All-Stars Tournament.

Students practice regularly as a group on a rotating basis 
after school and compete in the categories of drama, 
prose, poetry, declamation, impromptu, extemporaneous 
and multiple reading at several individual tournaments 

throughout Fall and Winter. A select group of only 10 
individuals or multiple-reading teams is then selected for 
the highly-competitive All-Star Tournament among the 
program’s top-scoring students and senior team 
members. The program culminates each year with the 
highly-anticipated Forensics Family Showcase in which 
all team members are given the opportunity to present 
their pieces for family and friends.
 
Chess Club (Available to Grades 2-8): SPS o�ers Chess 
Club as an academic enrichment opportunity for 
students in Grades 2-8. The game of chess helps young 
people learn to concentrate, think logically, overcome 
obstacles, spot patterns and categorize information. It 
also helps with the development of problem-solving 
skills, planning, patience, focus of thought and 
self-discipline.  
Chess Club meets afterschool for five Thursdays in the 
Fall and another five Thursdays in the Spring and 
culminates with an intramural tournament at the end of 
the Spring session. The SPS Chess Club also occasionally 
participates in community chess events as they become 
available.

decision was made last year to eliminate the convent 
because there are no more Religious Sisters in residence 
here at the parish, and all our o�ces were moved to the 
Ascension Church site several years ago. In addition, the 
old convent would require extensive repairs, and the 
insurance coverage for this empty and unused building is 
quite expensive.

Before the demolition began, all religious items and 
anything of historic importance were removed and 
placed in proper storage. Also, any asbestos that may 
have been left in the convent was professionally removed 
and put into proper containment o� site.   

In the coming years, once the ground has settled and 
becomes solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds in order to 
create handicapped parking spaces and regular parking 
spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of course, 
Angel Way will remain with us and will be redesigned 
eventually to provide safer access to the courtyard, 
church, school, and rectory.

Our Annual Ra�e and our Parish Dinner!

Many thanks go to all our parish members, families, and 
friends who’ve returned your sold August 16 Annual 
Ra�e tickets as well as your reservations for the pick-up 
dinner that will be provided today outside the Ascension 
Church Hall by Texas Roadhouse. More than 500 dinners 
were ordered for pick-up! At around 6:00pm today, 

winning Ra�e tickets will be drawn, and Ra�e winners 
will receive significant cash prizes. Thanks to all our 
participants, our parish will receive much needed finan-
cial support through this Annual Parish Ra�e and the 
Annual Parish Dinner! Thank you all!
 
Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program

Yes, we’re coming closer to the beginning of the school 
year and the Catechetical Year. All our plans are being 
made in conjunction with our neighboring Catholic 
schools in the new South Region, and all precautions will 
be taken to safeguard the health and safety of all our 
students and sta�. In addition, our Faith Formation (CCD) 
program will make use of Kelty Hall underneath Saint 
Philip Church, and classes will meet on a rotating 
Monday evening schedule. For further information about 
our school and our Religious Education Program, contact 
each of these respective o�ces this week.

Please support this month’s Food Drive of our Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society.

Thank you for contributing non-perishable food to our 
Saint Vincent DePaul Food Drive this weekend, August 
15-16. Your generous goodness will help hundreds of 
individuals in numerous households within our commu-
nity.  Please bring your donations to both our churches 
this weekend according to the plan arranged by the Saint 
Vincent DePaul Society of Saint Philip Parish!

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness to our parish community, to one another, to those in 
need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES

National Junior Honor Society: In 2019, St. Philip began 
its own chapter of the National Junior Honor Society. 
Our chapter of NJHS has worked hard to bring the 
accomplishments of outstanding students to the 
attention of parents, teachers, peers and the community. 
The SPS chapter, and the more than 7,500 other chapters 
in schools across the nation, strive to give practical 
meaning to the Honor Society’s standards of scholarship, 
service, leadership, character and citizenship. In order to 
be considered for candidacy, the student must first meet 
the following prerequisites:

• Students must be enrolled in St. Philip School for at 
least one semester;

• Students must be in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade;
• Students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.75; and
• Students must participate in at least 2 after school 

activities.
A high academic average in itself does not earn 
membership into the National Junior Honor Society. St. 
Philip and the National Junior Honor Society recognize the 
total student, one who excels in all of these areas: 
scholarship, service, leadership, character, and citizenship. 
These values should be demonstrated by in school and out 
of school activities and verified by teacher observation.

Student Council (Available to Grades 6-8): The Middle 
School Student Council consists of six o�cer positions 



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all support the GRACE Program.

UPDATE ON SPS COVID RETURN-TO-SCHOOL 
PLAN
The Diocese of Pittsburgh on August 1, 2020 issued a 
directive to all schools which has a significant impact on 
the original COVID-19 plan, and a�ects the Operational 
Document I sent to you last week, which had approval 
before I sent it out to all families. I have revised the 
original and that is included here. 
The O�ce of Catholic Schools added the following: 
Decisions regarding the continuous wearing of face 
coverings will be based on the rate of local community 
transmission and recommendations from the CDC, 
Pennsylvania Department of Health, Allegheny Health 
Department and PDE. Based on the current rate of 
community transmission, face coverings will be 
required at all times when inside. “Mask breaks” may 
be taken outside with social distancing only. 

CAMP INVENTION
St. Philip teachers, Heidi and Kati Rodgers conducted 
Camp Invention via Zoom this summer for interested 
students. The nationally recognized STEAM program 
sponsored by the Inventors Hall of Fame invited the 
children to learn about principles of flight by going 
outdoors to experiment with paper planes and 
hand-copters. They also got two robots — one to take 
apart and investigate, and one to customize as their very 
own flight simulation robot.
In addition, Campers explored bioluminescence as they 
used LEDs to create a glowing flower. They also built 
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parachutes to safely airdrop animals, restoring balance 
to their habitats. In addition, the children enjoyed 
open-ended activities and used the materials in their kit 
to create sketches, build and test prototypes, design 
logos and confidently pitch their products while 
protecting their intellectual property.
Finally, they discovered the great inventors behind their 
favorite sports, applying  their own game-changing 
ingenuity and design thinking and then built the 
ultimate sports complex. The inventors had great fun 
heading outside to play their new games.

ST. PHILIP EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Athletics: The St. Philip Athletic Association (SPAA) is 
committed to providing both instructional and 
competitive sports programs for all students. In 
addition, the SPAA encourages sportsmanship through 
self-discipline, stamina, teamwork, perseverance and 
dedication. Together with the desire to play fairly and 
with grace, this character-building approach fosters 

lifelong skills that enhance individual growth and 
physical activity.
Current sports o�erings include:

• Co-ed Soccer (Grades K–8)
• Cross Country (Grades K–8)
• Girls and Boys Volleyball (Grades 4–8)
• Girls and Boys Basketball (Grades K–8)
• Cheerleading (Grades K–8)
• Track & Field (Grades K–8)
• Summer Conditioning

plus two home room representatives from each Middle 
School Homeroom.
Election season occurs at the beginning of each school 
year in which candidates plaster the Middle School 
hallways with their creative campaign posters and 
canvass for votes among their Middle School peers.
The SPS Student Council runs several key initiatives 
throughout the year, including Middle School dances, 
Penny Wars, Toys for Tots and various other service 
projects. The program does wonders for helping 
students develop self-confidence, community service 
and fiscal and leadership skills. 
 
Forensics (Competitive Public Speaking Club Available 
to Grades 5-8): St. Philip School has a long and storied 
history as a flagship school of the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Forensics League. This includes several 
top-five finishes as an overall team and for individual 
team members at the annual All-Stars Tournament.

Students practice regularly as a group on a rotating basis 
after school and compete in the categories of drama, 
prose, poetry, declamation, impromptu, extemporaneous 
and multiple reading at several individual tournaments 

throughout Fall and Winter. A select group of only 10 
individuals or multiple-reading teams is then selected for 
the highly-competitive All-Star Tournament among the 
program’s top-scoring students and senior team 
members. The program culminates each year with the 
highly-anticipated Forensics Family Showcase in which 
all team members are given the opportunity to present 
their pieces for family and friends.
 
Chess Club (Available to Grades 2-8): SPS o�ers Chess 
Club as an academic enrichment opportunity for 
students in Grades 2-8. The game of chess helps young 
people learn to concentrate, think logically, overcome 
obstacles, spot patterns and categorize information. It 
also helps with the development of problem-solving 
skills, planning, patience, focus of thought and 
self-discipline.  
Chess Club meets afterschool for five Thursdays in the 
Fall and another five Thursdays in the Spring and 
culminates with an intramural tournament at the end of 
the Spring session. The SPS Chess Club also occasionally 
participates in community chess events as they become 
available.

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES

National Junior Honor Society: In 2019, St. Philip began 
its own chapter of the National Junior Honor Society. 
Our chapter of NJHS has worked hard to bring the 
accomplishments of outstanding students to the 
attention of parents, teachers, peers and the community. 
The SPS chapter, and the more than 7,500 other chapters 
in schools across the nation, strive to give practical 
meaning to the Honor Society’s standards of scholarship, 
service, leadership, character and citizenship. In order to 
be considered for candidacy, the student must first meet 
the following prerequisites:

• Students must be enrolled in St. Philip School for at 
least one semester;

• Students must be in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade;
• Students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.75; and
• Students must participate in at least 2 after school 

activities.
A high academic average in itself does not earn 
membership into the National Junior Honor Society. St. 
Philip and the National Junior Honor Society recognize the 
total student, one who excels in all of these areas: 
scholarship, service, leadership, character, and citizenship. 
These values should be demonstrated by in school and out 
of school activities and verified by teacher observation.

Student Council (Available to Grades 6-8): The Middle 
School Student Council consists of six o�cer positions 



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all support the GRACE Program.

UPDATE ON SPS COVID RETURN-TO-SCHOOL 
PLAN
The Diocese of Pittsburgh on August 1, 2020 issued a 
directive to all schools which has a significant impact on 
the original COVID-19 plan, and a�ects the Operational 
Document I sent to you last week, which had approval 
before I sent it out to all families. I have revised the 
original and that is included here. 
The O�ce of Catholic Schools added the following: 
Decisions regarding the continuous wearing of face 
coverings will be based on the rate of local community 
transmission and recommendations from the CDC, 
Pennsylvania Department of Health, Allegheny Health 
Department and PDE. Based on the current rate of 
community transmission, face coverings will be 
required at all times when inside. “Mask breaks” may 
be taken outside with social distancing only. 

CAMP INVENTION
St. Philip teachers, Heidi and Kati Rodgers conducted 
Camp Invention via Zoom this summer for interested 
students. The nationally recognized STEAM program 
sponsored by the Inventors Hall of Fame invited the 
children to learn about principles of flight by going 
outdoors to experiment with paper planes and 
hand-copters. They also got two robots — one to take 
apart and investigate, and one to customize as their very 
own flight simulation robot.
In addition, Campers explored bioluminescence as they 
used LEDs to create a glowing flower. They also built 

10  |  Week of August 16, 2020

parachutes to safely airdrop animals, restoring balance 
to their habitats. In addition, the children enjoyed 
open-ended activities and used the materials in their kit 
to create sketches, build and test prototypes, design 
logos and confidently pitch their products while 
protecting their intellectual property.
Finally, they discovered the great inventors behind their 
favorite sports, applying  their own game-changing 
ingenuity and design thinking and then built the 
ultimate sports complex. The inventors had great fun 
heading outside to play their new games.

ST. PHILIP EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Athletics: The St. Philip Athletic Association (SPAA) is 
committed to providing both instructional and 
competitive sports programs for all students. In 
addition, the SPAA encourages sportsmanship through 
self-discipline, stamina, teamwork, perseverance and 
dedication. Together with the desire to play fairly and 
with grace, this character-building approach fosters 

lifelong skills that enhance individual growth and 
physical activity.
Current sports o�erings include:

• Co-ed Soccer (Grades K–8)
• Cross Country (Grades K–8)
• Girls and Boys Volleyball (Grades 4–8)
• Girls and Boys Basketball (Grades K–8)
• Cheerleading (Grades K–8)
• Track & Field (Grades K–8)
• Summer Conditioning

plus two home room representatives from each Middle 
School Homeroom.
Election season occurs at the beginning of each school 
year in which candidates plaster the Middle School 
hallways with their creative campaign posters and 
canvass for votes among their Middle School peers.
The SPS Student Council runs several key initiatives 
throughout the year, including Middle School dances, 
Penny Wars, Toys for Tots and various other service 
projects. The program does wonders for helping 
students develop self-confidence, community service 
and fiscal and leadership skills. 
 
Forensics (Competitive Public Speaking Club Available 
to Grades 5-8): St. Philip School has a long and storied 
history as a flagship school of the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Forensics League. This includes several 
top-five finishes as an overall team and for individual 
team members at the annual All-Stars Tournament.

Students practice regularly as a group on a rotating basis 
after school and compete in the categories of drama, 
prose, poetry, declamation, impromptu, extemporaneous 
and multiple reading at several individual tournaments 

throughout Fall and Winter. A select group of only 10 
individuals or multiple-reading teams is then selected for 
the highly-competitive All-Star Tournament among the 
program’s top-scoring students and senior team 
members. The program culminates each year with the 
highly-anticipated Forensics Family Showcase in which 
all team members are given the opportunity to present 
their pieces for family and friends.
 
Chess Club (Available to Grades 2-8): SPS o�ers Chess 
Club as an academic enrichment opportunity for 
students in Grades 2-8. The game of chess helps young 
people learn to concentrate, think logically, overcome 
obstacles, spot patterns and categorize information. It 
also helps with the development of problem-solving 
skills, planning, patience, focus of thought and 
self-discipline.  
Chess Club meets afterschool for five Thursdays in the 
Fall and another five Thursdays in the Spring and 
culminates with an intramural tournament at the end of 
the Spring session. The SPS Chess Club also occasionally 
participates in community chess events as they become 
available.

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES

National Junior Honor Society: In 2019, St. Philip began 
its own chapter of the National Junior Honor Society. 
Our chapter of NJHS has worked hard to bring the 
accomplishments of outstanding students to the 
attention of parents, teachers, peers and the community. 
The SPS chapter, and the more than 7,500 other chapters 
in schools across the nation, strive to give practical 
meaning to the Honor Society’s standards of scholarship, 
service, leadership, character and citizenship. In order to 
be considered for candidacy, the student must first meet 
the following prerequisites:

• Students must be enrolled in St. Philip School for at 
least one semester;

• Students must be in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade;
• Students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.75; and
• Students must participate in at least 2 after school 

activities.
A high academic average in itself does not earn 
membership into the National Junior Honor Society. St. 
Philip and the National Junior Honor Society recognize the 
total student, one who excels in all of these areas: 
scholarship, service, leadership, character, and citizenship. 
These values should be demonstrated by in school and out 
of school activities and verified by teacher observation.

Student Council (Available to Grades 6-8): The Middle 
School Student Council consists of six o�cer positions 



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all support the GRACE Program.

UPDATE ON SPS COVID RETURN-TO-SCHOOL 
PLAN
The Diocese of Pittsburgh on August 1, 2020 issued a 
directive to all schools which has a significant impact on 
the original COVID-19 plan, and a�ects the Operational 
Document I sent to you last week, which had approval 
before I sent it out to all families. I have revised the 
original and that is included here. 
The O�ce of Catholic Schools added the following: 
Decisions regarding the continuous wearing of face 
coverings will be based on the rate of local community 
transmission and recommendations from the CDC, 
Pennsylvania Department of Health, Allegheny Health 
Department and PDE. Based on the current rate of 
community transmission, face coverings will be 
required at all times when inside. “Mask breaks” may 
be taken outside with social distancing only. 

CAMP INVENTION
St. Philip teachers, Heidi and Kati Rodgers conducted 
Camp Invention via Zoom this summer for interested 
students. The nationally recognized STEAM program 
sponsored by the Inventors Hall of Fame invited the 
children to learn about principles of flight by going 
outdoors to experiment with paper planes and 
hand-copters. They also got two robots — one to take 
apart and investigate, and one to customize as their very 
own flight simulation robot.
In addition, Campers explored bioluminescence as they 
used LEDs to create a glowing flower. They also built 
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Our Lenten Series was enjoyed 
by all who participated. 

A NOTE FROM MARYANN: This past week we celebrated the 
Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 15. 
Here are a few prayers which are dedicated to Our Lady.

Memorare: Remember O most Gracious Virgin Mary; that never was 
it known that anyone who fled to your protection, implored your 
help or sought your intercession was left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, I fly unto you, O Virgins of Virgins, my Mother; to you 
do I come, before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the 
Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer me.

Mary, wellspring of peace… be our guide.

Mary, model of strength… be our guide.

Mary, model of gentleness… be our guide.

Mary, model of courage… be our guide.

Mary, seeker of God’s will… be our guide.

Mary, woman of faith… be our guide.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS!

Please return any registration forms for the 2020-2021 year. We are 
pleased to introduce our catechist facilitators for the coming year:

Pre-School — Dawn Kostishack; Kindergarten and Art Director — 
Pat Mondine; First Grade/Take Home Learning — Eleanor Vistein; 
Second Grade/Take Home Learning and Sacramental Prep — 
Phyllis Gray; Third Grade/Take Home Learning — Rosemary 
Anderson; Fourth Grade/Take Home Learning — Eileen Cox; Fifth 
Grade/Take Home Learning — Claire Megyesy; Sixth Grade/Take 
Home Learning — Katie Phillips; Seventh Grade/Take Home 
Learning/EDGE — Katie Kostishack; Eighth Grade/Take Home 
Learning/EDGE — Samantha Calorie.

Religious  
Education

Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education  
412-922-6388 stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

parachutes to safely airdrop animals, restoring balance 
to their habitats. In addition, the children enjoyed 
open-ended activities and used the materials in their kit 
to create sketches, build and test prototypes, design 
logos and confidently pitch their products while 
protecting their intellectual property.
Finally, they discovered the great inventors behind their 
favorite sports, applying  their own game-changing 
ingenuity and design thinking and then built the 
ultimate sports complex. The inventors had great fun 
heading outside to play their new games.

ST. PHILIP EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Athletics: The St. Philip Athletic Association (SPAA) is 
committed to providing both instructional and 
competitive sports programs for all students. In 
addition, the SPAA encourages sportsmanship through 
self-discipline, stamina, teamwork, perseverance and 
dedication. Together with the desire to play fairly and 
with grace, this character-building approach fosters 

lifelong skills that enhance individual growth and 
physical activity.
Current sports o�erings include:

• Co-ed Soccer (Grades K–8)
• Cross Country (Grades K–8)
• Girls and Boys Volleyball (Grades 4–8)
• Girls and Boys Basketball (Grades K–8)
• Cheerleading (Grades K–8)
• Track & Field (Grades K–8)
• Summer Conditioning

plus two home room representatives from each Middle 
School Homeroom.
Election season occurs at the beginning of each school 
year in which candidates plaster the Middle School 
hallways with their creative campaign posters and 
canvass for votes among their Middle School peers.
The SPS Student Council runs several key initiatives 
throughout the year, including Middle School dances, 
Penny Wars, Toys for Tots and various other service 
projects. The program does wonders for helping 
students develop self-confidence, community service 
and fiscal and leadership skills. 
 
Forensics (Competitive Public Speaking Club Available 
to Grades 5-8): St. Philip School has a long and storied 
history as a flagship school of the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Forensics League. This includes several 
top-five finishes as an overall team and for individual 
team members at the annual All-Stars Tournament.

Students practice regularly as a group on a rotating basis 
after school and compete in the categories of drama, 
prose, poetry, declamation, impromptu, extemporaneous 
and multiple reading at several individual tournaments 

throughout Fall and Winter. A select group of only 10 
individuals or multiple-reading teams is then selected for 
the highly-competitive All-Star Tournament among the 
program’s top-scoring students and senior team 
members. The program culminates each year with the 
highly-anticipated Forensics Family Showcase in which 
all team members are given the opportunity to present 
their pieces for family and friends.
 
Chess Club (Available to Grades 2-8): SPS o�ers Chess 
Club as an academic enrichment opportunity for 
students in Grades 2-8. The game of chess helps young 
people learn to concentrate, think logically, overcome 
obstacles, spot patterns and categorize information. It 
also helps with the development of problem-solving 
skills, planning, patience, focus of thought and 
self-discipline.  
Chess Club meets afterschool for five Thursdays in the 
Fall and another five Thursdays in the Spring and 
culminates with an intramural tournament at the end of 
the Spring session. The SPS Chess Club also occasionally 
participates in community chess events as they become 
available.

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES

National Junior Honor Society: In 2019, St. Philip began 
its own chapter of the National Junior Honor Society. 
Our chapter of NJHS has worked hard to bring the 
accomplishments of outstanding students to the 
attention of parents, teachers, peers and the community. 
The SPS chapter, and the more than 7,500 other chapters 
in schools across the nation, strive to give practical 
meaning to the Honor Society’s standards of scholarship, 
service, leadership, character and citizenship. In order to 
be considered for candidacy, the student must first meet 
the following prerequisites:

• Students must be enrolled in St. Philip School for at 
least one semester;

• Students must be in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade;
• Students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.75; and
• Students must participate in at least 2 after school 

activities.
A high academic average in itself does not earn 
membership into the National Junior Honor Society. St. 
Philip and the National Junior Honor Society recognize the 
total student, one who excels in all of these areas: 
scholarship, service, leadership, character, and citizenship. 
These values should be demonstrated by in school and out 
of school activities and verified by teacher observation.

Student Council (Available to Grades 6-8): The Middle 
School Student Council consists of six o�cer positions 

FIRST EUCHARIST THANK-YOU: 
Our second grade students received 
the Sacrament of First Eucharist 
throughout the months of July and 
August: We would like to thank the 
following individuals who made the 
Liturgies special celebrations: 

Ushers: Frank Bey, Linda Bey, Phyllis 
Gray, Katie Phillips, Rose Musser;

Music Minister: Beth Barsh; 

Cantors: Ramona Fischer, Teresa 
Madden-Harrold; 

Lectors: Heather Ravenstahl, Ronette 
Hillenbrand; 

Altar Servers: Joe Allen, Daniel 
Hillenbrand, Nicholas Hillenbrand, 
Rick Musser; 

Sacristan: Joe Allen, Frank Bey; 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
Annette Marlinga, Katie Phillips; 

Photography: Chris Archacki; 

Video Producer: Gary Urbatis.  



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all support the GRACE Program.

UPDATE ON SPS COVID RETURN-TO-SCHOOL 
PLAN
The Diocese of Pittsburgh on August 1, 2020 issued a 
directive to all schools which has a significant impact on 
the original COVID-19 plan, and a�ects the Operational 
Document I sent to you last week, which had approval 
before I sent it out to all families. I have revised the 
original and that is included here. 
The O�ce of Catholic Schools added the following: 
Decisions regarding the continuous wearing of face 
coverings will be based on the rate of local community 
transmission and recommendations from the CDC, 
Pennsylvania Department of Health, Allegheny Health 
Department and PDE. Based on the current rate of 
community transmission, face coverings will be 
required at all times when inside. “Mask breaks” may 
be taken outside with social distancing only. 

CAMP INVENTION
St. Philip teachers, Heidi and Kati Rodgers conducted 
Camp Invention via Zoom this summer for interested 
students. The nationally recognized STEAM program 
sponsored by the Inventors Hall of Fame invited the 
children to learn about principles of flight by going 
outdoors to experiment with paper planes and 
hand-copters. They also got two robots — one to take 
apart and investigate, and one to customize as their very 
own flight simulation robot.
In addition, Campers explored bioluminescence as they 
used LEDs to create a glowing flower. They also built 
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parachutes to safely airdrop animals, restoring balance 
to their habitats. In addition, the children enjoyed 
open-ended activities and used the materials in their kit 
to create sketches, build and test prototypes, design 
logos and confidently pitch their products while 
protecting their intellectual property.
Finally, they discovered the great inventors behind their 
favorite sports, applying  their own game-changing 
ingenuity and design thinking and then built the 
ultimate sports complex. The inventors had great fun 
heading outside to play their new games.

ST. PHILIP EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Athletics: The St. Philip Athletic Association (SPAA) is 
committed to providing both instructional and 
competitive sports programs for all students. In 
addition, the SPAA encourages sportsmanship through 
self-discipline, stamina, teamwork, perseverance and 
dedication. Together with the desire to play fairly and 
with grace, this character-building approach fosters 

lifelong skills that enhance individual growth and 
physical activity.
Current sports o�erings include:

• Co-ed Soccer (Grades K–8)
• Cross Country (Grades K–8)
• Girls and Boys Volleyball (Grades 4–8)
• Girls and Boys Basketball (Grades K–8)
• Cheerleading (Grades K–8)
• Track & Field (Grades K–8)
• Summer Conditioning

plus two home room representatives from each Middle 
School Homeroom.
Election season occurs at the beginning of each school 
year in which candidates plaster the Middle School 
hallways with their creative campaign posters and 
canvass for votes among their Middle School peers.
The SPS Student Council runs several key initiatives 
throughout the year, including Middle School dances, 
Penny Wars, Toys for Tots and various other service 
projects. The program does wonders for helping 
students develop self-confidence, community service 
and fiscal and leadership skills. 
 
Forensics (Competitive Public Speaking Club Available 
to Grades 5-8): St. Philip School has a long and storied 
history as a flagship school of the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Forensics League. This includes several 
top-five finishes as an overall team and for individual 
team members at the annual All-Stars Tournament.

Students practice regularly as a group on a rotating basis 
after school and compete in the categories of drama, 
prose, poetry, declamation, impromptu, extemporaneous 
and multiple reading at several individual tournaments 

throughout Fall and Winter. A select group of only 10 
individuals or multiple-reading teams is then selected for 
the highly-competitive All-Star Tournament among the 
program’s top-scoring students and senior team 
members. The program culminates each year with the 
highly-anticipated Forensics Family Showcase in which 
all team members are given the opportunity to present 
their pieces for family and friends.
 
Chess Club (Available to Grades 2-8): SPS o�ers Chess 
Club as an academic enrichment opportunity for 
students in Grades 2-8. The game of chess helps young 
people learn to concentrate, think logically, overcome 
obstacles, spot patterns and categorize information. It 
also helps with the development of problem-solving 
skills, planning, patience, focus of thought and 
self-discipline.  
Chess Club meets afterschool for five Thursdays in the 
Fall and another five Thursdays in the Spring and 
culminates with an intramural tournament at the end of 
the Spring session. The SPS Chess Club also occasionally 
participates in community chess events as they become 
available.

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES

National Junior Honor Society: In 2019, St. Philip began 
its own chapter of the National Junior Honor Society. 
Our chapter of NJHS has worked hard to bring the 
accomplishments of outstanding students to the 
attention of parents, teachers, peers and the community. 
The SPS chapter, and the more than 7,500 other chapters 
in schools across the nation, strive to give practical 
meaning to the Honor Society’s standards of scholarship, 
service, leadership, character and citizenship. In order to 
be considered for candidacy, the student must first meet 
the following prerequisites:

• Students must be enrolled in St. Philip School for at 
least one semester;

• Students must be in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade;
• Students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.75; and
• Students must participate in at least 2 after school 

activities.
A high academic average in itself does not earn 
membership into the National Junior Honor Society. St. 
Philip and the National Junior Honor Society recognize the 
total student, one who excels in all of these areas: 
scholarship, service, leadership, character, and citizenship. 
These values should be demonstrated by in school and out 
of school activities and verified by teacher observation.

Student Council (Available to Grades 6-8): The Middle 
School Student Council consists of six o�cer positions 

Ministries 
& Societies

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE
Feeding America, a national organization of food banks 
of which the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank 
is one, has released some scary statistics about the 
Covid-19 pandemic’s impact on the number of people 
who are food insecure. Food insecurity occurs when 
people either do not have enough food to eat or are not 
sure where their next meal will come from.  

Prior to the pandemic, an estimated 10.9% of people in 
Pennsylvania were food insecure. That means that 
approximately 133,000 people in Allegheny County did 
not have enough food to eat or worried about having 
enough food to eat. If that number wasn’t bad enough, 
Feeding America estimates that the food insecurity rate 
in Allegheny County has increased to 15.3%. This means 
that there are an additional 53,000 people who now 
su�er from food insecurity due to the pandemic.

We may not be able to help all of the estimated 186,000 
people su�ering from food insecurity in Allegheny 
County, but we can do our part to bring food security to 
those who live within our parish boundaries and reach 
out to us for help. We pray that this weekend’s food 
drive and Wednesday’s “Critical Needs Alert” one-day 
fundraiser will empower us to continue this mission 
long into the future.

If you missed last week’s post, you can still donate to our 
food drive! Donations of non-perishable food items and 
personal items will be accepted at all Masses this week-
end.  We are especially in need of canned vegetables 
(especially corn), canned tuna, cereal, macaroni and 
cheese, spaghetti sauce, peanut butter, jelly, bar soap 
and ready-to-eat soups (for example, Campbell’s 
Chunky and Progresso soups). If you have food items to 
donate but are not able to bring them this weekend, 
please leave a message at 412-444-8140 or email us at 
svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com and we will be in touch 
with you about your donation.

If you would prefer to make a monetary donation to our 
food bank, we ask you to please donate through the 
Pittsburgh Foundation during their “Critical Needs Alert” 
one-day fundraiser on Wednesday, August 19. The 
Pittsburgh Foundation has raised $425,000 in matching 
funds that will make your donation go even further! The 
more donations our food bank receives, the more match-
ing funds we will be entitled to. To donate, simply go to 
https://www.pittsburghgives.org/SaintPhilipFoodPantry 
between 8:00am and 11:59pm on August 19 and make 
your donation via credit card. For more information 
about the “Critical Needs Alert” fundraiser, and to search 
for additional charities that you can donate to, please visit 
www.pittsburghgives.org.

Thank you in advance for helping us do our part to end 
food insecurity in our community!

Last week, your generous donations enabled us to 
provide a woman with a $238 security deposit for hous-
ing for persons with disabilities. One man was given a 
bed and another man was given dressers. May God bless 
you as you seek to always remember the needs of our 
friends and neighbors out of love for them.

If you would like to make a monetary donation or a 
donation of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please mail them 
to the parish o�ce at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205 or donate online by visiting https://saintphilip 
church.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/Saint 
VincentDePaul. If you would like to make a donation of 
furniture or household goods, please call or text our 
hotline at 412-444-8140 or email us at svdp.saint.philip 
@gmail.com. If you would like to donate clothing, shoes 
or accessories, please place your donation in the blue 
bins in front of the Hope House at St. Philip or in the rear 
parking lot at Ascension, or you can call, text or email us 
to arrange a pickup if you are unable to transport them 
yourself. Please do not place any other items in those 
bins or leave anything outside of them because they will 
be thrown away. Also, we are always looking for volun-
teers! Any donation of your time is extremely valuable to 
us. If you’d like to join us in helping our friends in need 
or just want to learn more, please call, text or email us 
for more information.

As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of 
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.
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LITURGICAL LIFE — AROUND THE COMMUNITY —

BISHOP CANEVIN BINGO
Until regular bingo resumes, Bishop Canevin o�ers an Instant 
Ticket event every Saturday night from 7:00pm to 9:30pm. You 
can sit inside or outside. All CDC recommendations are followed 
including temperature checks at the door.

Also o�ered is a ZOOM online bingo every Monday from 
7:00pm to 8:30pm. You can purchase bingo cards at the 
Saturday night ticket event on Monday from 5:00pm to 6:30pm.  
Prizes are based on amount sold. For more information, visit 
our website at bingo-at-bc.com.

MEALS ON WHEELS HELP NEEDED
Southwest Meals on Wheels needs 
a driver for the Crafton/Ingram 
route. There are currently eight 
meals to be delivered once a week. 
A parishioner will accompany the 
new volunteer until familiar with 
the route.  Time commitment is an 
hour and a half.  Please consider 
helping our senior citizens who depend on this service. Call 
412-279-5670 and leave a message for Candi with your contact 
information.

MEDJUGORJE PILGRIMAGE
Spiritual Director:  Fr. Tony Gargotta
November 10-20, 2020
Price of $2,795 includes: roundtrip air from Pittsburgh, all 
transfers in luxury motor coach, breakfast and dinner while in 
our lovely Hotel Villa Grace in Medjugorje, overnight in 
Dubrovnik, all applicable taxes and English speaking guide.  
Deposit of $500 due before September 10, 2020. 
For additional information, please contact: Bernadette at 
412-563-3857 or email: marystravel2@gmail.com or Janice at 
412-302-3527 or email: janice.corto@gmail.com.
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JIM & LOU TORCASI
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Windows • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
 922-0543 922-8044Parishioners

 COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh
 412-921-4504 Pharmacy 921-7250

 (412) 928-2757
 www.olandertree.com
 TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
 GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
 STUMP GRINDING
Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

HERSHBERGERHERSHBERGER
STOVER INCSTOVER INC
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

CREMATION SERVICESCREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213(412) 921-0213
170 Noble Ave. • Crafton170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FDJAMES G. STOVER, FD

 A Veteran Owned
 Funeral Home

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
Driveways • Basement Floors

Steps • Sidewalks • etc.
Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway

Stone • Retaining walls • Licensed and Insured
(412) 921-5685

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

www.westhillslaw.com

West Hills Law
412-329-6959

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
 • DUI
 • Personal Injury
 • Estate Planning
 • Estate Administration
 5021 Noblestown Rd.
 Oakdale, PA

“CALL THE DOCTOR”
D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers

(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.
State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs
4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service

email: schuler293@comcast.com website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

45 Years of Quality Service

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
No job too big or too small! We do 

kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't be fooled" p a  l aw  a l l o w s  You t o  Choose your repair shop

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

free
estiMates

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

 GOOD ORTHODONTICS
 Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
 Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.
 “We shall never know all
 the good that a simple
 smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
 Washington Pleasant Hills Mt. Lebanon
 724-225-1114 412-655-4660 412-344-4663

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso 
412.431.0500

Sales • Rentals • Property Management

www.galassorealestate.com

Buyer & Seller Representation 

Serving Entire Pittsburgh Area for Over 60 Years 

Professional Leasing and Rental Property & 
Management Services for Your Investment
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WOLBERT
AUTO BODY & REPAIR

– Family Business –
Serving the community

for over 40 years
 Pennsylvania
 State Inspection
 24-Hour
 Emergency Towing

 922-8898
47 East Crafton Ave.

 Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
 4245 Steubenville Pike
 Pittsburgh, PA 15205

 (412) 922-2171

CRAFTON
SERVICE CENTER

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-922-6265
328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE

Family Owned Since 1959 
 We do PA State Inspections
 and general auto repairs.
 Bus stops at door.

3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309
www.schneidersauto.com

  BRUNI PLUMBING, INCBRUNI PLUMBING, INC
 Thomas Bruni Thomas Bruni
 Registered Master Plumber Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow CertifiedD.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified
412-921-1433412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.
 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705
 John Paul Schwartzmiller,  John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral DirectorFuneral Director • Anthony G. Staab,  • Anthony G. Staab, SupervisorSupervisor

Family OwnedFamily Owned
Since 1886Since 1886

 William F. Conroy PatriCk m. mCGoWan
 Funeral Director/Supervisor Funeral Director

Pre-PlanninG • traditional & Cremation ServiCeS

2944 Chartiers Avenue   Phone: 412-331-5192
www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com

 ~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

 Charles H. Sakai
 Family Dentistry

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411

(412) 596-4346

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–

GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road

(412) 771-4151 McKees Rocks

 Murphy s Family Dentistry
 Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.
 412-331-6712  412-331-6712 
 2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber ShopRege’s Barber Shop
Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner

412-458-5357
3 W. Prospect Ave. 

(across from Ingram Busway)

PAINTING
Interior - Exterior 
35 years experience

(412) 403-2099
Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner

License: PA133887

THIS SPACE IS

Caring Since 1886 Caring Since 1886 

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 Family Owned & Operated
 Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700
4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~
APPLIANCEAPPLIANCE

SERVICE CENTERSERVICE CENTER
tOver 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

“The Appliance Experts”
WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

Flowers For 
All Occasions

600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100
www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

“Do It Right Call”

PAVE-RITE
(412) 264-8404

JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT 
jackand@paverite.net

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA 

150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: 412-257-1779 

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978
www.XtremeTruck.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313
www.bridgevilleappliance.com

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc.
b. david mcdermott, b. david mcdermott, 
supervisor / parishioner supervisor / parishioner 412.921.3661412.921.3661CREMATION OPTIONS

schepnermcdermott.comschepnermcdermott.com

crafton crafton 
pa 15205pa 15205


