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MASS SCHEDULE

Masses are held at St. Philip Church and Ascension Church
LOCATION

TIME

MASS INTENTION

REQUESTED BY

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 — THE QUEENSHIP OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

CONFESSION
Offered Saturdays from 12:15pm to
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: A seminar is required for
first-time parents. Baptisms are
celebrated on the first and third
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension
Worship Site. Please call the Religious
Education Office at 412-922-6388 for
more information.
Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted
six months in advance of wedding.
Participation in Pre-Cana Program
required. Please contact the Parish
Priests for more information.
Anointing of the Sick: Following a
weekend Mass and on the last
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at
Ascension Worship Site.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA): Call the Office of Religious
Education for more information.
Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the
Parish Priests for more information.
Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a
person who has been hurt by abuse from
clergy or others associated with the Church,
the Diocese of Pittsburgh offers assistance
with counseling, spiritual direction and
referrals to other supportive services.
For information, contact our Diocesan Victim
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.
Protecting God’s Children —
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235
CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse
Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.
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Ascension

8:00am

Kathryn Flaherty &
Nancy McAllister

Sister, Beth Ayres

St. Philip

4:00pm (V)

Marty Giglio

Wife, Paula

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Harry Kaczmarek

Wife, Ann & Family

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 — TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
St. Philip

7:00am

Cook Family

Mary Ann Dimeo

Ascension

9:30am

Anniv. Coleman Donley

Parents

St. Philip

11:00am

Colleen Bach

Mary Ellen Myers

MONDAY, AUGUST 24 — SAINT BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE
St. Philip

8:00am

Mary Bridget Collins
Klemmer

Estate

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25 — WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Charles A. Thomas &
Daughter, Susan
Deceased of the Thomas Family

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26 — WEEKDAY
St. Philip

8:00am

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27 — SAINT MONICA
Ascension

8:00am

Herb & Joan Reffert

Ken Reffert

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28 — SAINT AUGUSTINE, BISHOP & DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
St. Philip

8:00am

Rose Givvin

Joanne DiCesare

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29 — THE PASSION OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST
Ascension

8:00am

Robert J. Abbott

Katie, Faye & Amy

St. Philip

4:00pm (V)

Norma Hammer

Ursula Eberle

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Mary Lou Meyers

Josephine Perich

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 — TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
St. Philip

7:00am

Ian Bradley & Mary Alice
Minihan

Family

Ascension

9:30am

Richard L. Musser

Rich & Dorothy Kraemer

St. Philip

11:00am

Teddy Gaye Majercik

Rich & Dorothy Kraemer

SUNDAY COLLECTION
Last Sunday’s Collection totaled: $7,703.00

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

WEEKLY PRAYER
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Notes

God!”) that Jesus selects Peter as the primary Apostle and
the chief shepherd of Jesus’ community of apostles and
disciples.

Pastor

From its foundation upon Peter and the other Apostles,
Jesus created the Church that we call ‘Catholic’ as His
community and as the new People of God. Catholic Christianity and the Catholic Church are the original Church
established by Jesus Himself along with the ministry of His
apostles. ‘Catholic’ simply comes from the Greek word for
‘universal’ or ‘all-inclusive’. For 20 centuries, our Catholic
ancestors and we have been growing the very Kingdom of
God and the presence and life of God in every corner of the
world and in every era of human history. One day, the Lord
Jesus will complete His divine work and our work as well
in an eternal Kingdom of Life. May we always appreciate
this Catholic Church of the Lord, and may we have the
courage and enthusiasm to share the faith and Gospel and
life of the Lord’s own Church with our family members,
neighbors, and friends every day!

from the

Greetings everyone, and best wishes for this week and for
the month of September! Best wishes, too, as we celebrate
the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 22.
This tremendous honor bestowed upon our Blessed
Mother Mary is most fitting and deserved given Mary’s
extraordinary faith and her lifelong and continuing service
to her Divine Son, Jesus the Christ!
Again, during this continuing pandemic, I hope that you
and everyone in our parish community are healthy and
doing well. Please continue praying for an effective vaccination and an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral
illness. Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith and life as
a community, as families, and as individuals before 2021
arrives!
Thank you again for your welcome and your support.
I’m very grateful to our parish members and families
who’ve offered me a cordial welcome to Saint Philip Parish
in these first seven weeks. This is a very fine community
now comprised of six previous parish communities in
Pittsburgh, Thornburg, Ingram, and Crafton, and I’m
thankful for your hospitality and your kindness. I look
forward to our Catholic Christian life together as well as
our participating in the Liturgy, our sharing the Good
News with our community, and our working to build the
Kingdom of God here in Pittsburgh, Thornburg, Ingram,
and Crafton. Again, thank you for your much-appreciated
welcome – even as we are still coping with this pandemic,
and thank you for your membership and participation in
our parish community!
Jesus and the Catholic Church
We have been Catholic Christians for 2000 years, and yet,
many Catholics and other Christians still ask: “From where
does Catholic Christianity come?” We find the answer to
this question in today’s reading from the Gospel according
to Matthew. In today’s episode, Jesus asks the Apostles
“Who do people say that I am?” It is because of Saint Peter’s
response to Jesus (“You are the Christ, the Son of the living
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Celebrating the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
As I mentioned above, Saturday, August 22, was the
celebration of the heavenly Queenship of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. This celebration has a very special place in our
faith and life. Mary is the most important human person to
have ever lived – after her Divine Son, Jesus. Mary accepted
the divine will and the plan of God our almighty Father who
chose to send his very Son into our world to bring redemption and salvation to humanity. Mary is the Mother of our
Lord, the Mother of God, and the Mother of the entire
Church. Having been assumed body and soul into the Kingdom of God, we also believe, as Catholic Christians, that
Mary has been honored by her Son as the Queen of Heaven
and the Queen of all humanity.
May we continue to honor Mary every day and throughout
each year. May we all pray the Rosary as a most important
way to remember the life of Jesus and to honor Mary, His
Mother and our Queen, as well. May the Lord bless you in
praying the Rosary, and may Mary also share her love with
you every day!
Because some have asked ….
Yes, our parish community is open for the Liturgy every
Sunday and every day! Many of our families do NOT make
use of the Internet, and so, quite a few people have asked
if we’re open for the Mass. Indeed, we are!

Our Sunday Liturgies are scheduled Saturday at 4:00pm at
Saint Philip Church (up to 150 in attendance), and then
5:30pm at Ascension Church (up to 100 in attendance), and
then Sunday at 7:00am at Saint Philip Church, 9:30am at
Ascension Church, and finally, 11:00am at Saint Philip
Church. Our 8:00am weekday Liturgies are at Saint Philip
Church on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and then
8:00am at Ascension on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays! Face coverings ARE required, and we’re keeping 6
feet distance between families and between individuals.
Sanitizing is also practiced continuously!
You may reserve seats through our parish internet site
(www.saintphilipchurch.org), or call the parish office
(412-922-6300) to leave a message with our answering
service. See you here for the Liturgy!
Moving onward and upward
In the coming years, we will continue moving onward and
upward as Saint Philip Catholic Parish and Saint Philip Catholic School! Yes, it’ll require 1-2 generations for our parish
community to completely be united as one Catholic Christian community of faith and life. While it’ll take years to
unite as one, I will soon be working with our members,
families, participants, ministers, volunteers, and councils to
direct Saint Philip Catholic Parish into our unified future of
Catholic faith, life, service, and community.
Among the projects we’ll soon undertake is an upgrading of
our parish and school signage. Since our On Mission Campaign projects were completed by Father John Gizler before
his departure, we’ll look to utilizing our remaining Campaign funds donated by parish members to upgrade our
outdoor signs at both church campuses and at the school
building. We’re working with our neighbors at Image360
signs and Allegra designs on East Steuben Street across from
Saint Philip Church. More information will be shared in the
coming weeks as these projects progress.

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.
As you know from recent bulletins, the old Saint Philip
Parish convent is being removed from the parish campus.
This work will continue in September and will hopefully
be completed in the coming weeks. Our demolition
contractors and our parish staff will be taking every
precaution to safeguard our parish members, visitors, and
school students during the weeks when the work is being
done.
In the coming years, once the ground has settled and
becomes solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds in order to
create handicapped parking spaces and regular parking
spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of course,
Angel Way will remain with us and will be redesigned
eventually to provide safer access to the courtyard, church,
school and rectory.
Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint
Philip Faith Formation Program
Yes, we’re coming closer to the beginning of the school
year and the Catechetical Year in September. All our plans
are being made in conjunction with the Diocese of
Pittsburgh and with our neighboring Catholic schools in
the new South Region. All precautions will be taken to
safeguard the health and safety of all our students and
staff. In addition, our Faith Formation (CCD) program will
make use of Kelty Hall underneath Saint Philip Church,
and classes will meet on a rotating Monday evening schedule. For further information about our school and our
religious education program, contact each of these respective offices this week.
Thank you very much!
Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your goodness and your generosity to our parish community, to one
another, to those in need, and to me as the new pastor.

Our Annual Parish Raffle and our Parish Dinner!
Many thanks go to all our parish members, families, volunteers, and friends who participated in and supported last
week’s Annual Parish Raffle and Texas Roadhouse Dinner.
Thanks to our participants, our parish has received much
needed financial support through this annual fundraiser.
Special thanks, too, to Texas Roadhouse! The staff at Texas
Roadhouse looks forward to seeing all of you at their fine
restaurant Thank you all, and God bless you for your goodness and support!

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May the
good Lord bless you and your family and our parish community now and always!
Yours,
Father Jim Torquato
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Parish
News

• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.
• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families
may sit together).
• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
(The church will be sanitized after each Mass)
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS

SPECIAL COLLECTION
The second collection taken up at all the Masses this
weekend is the annual collection for Catholic University
and the Catholic Communications Campaign of the
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. This collection
makes it possible to spread the teachings of Christ.
Please be as generous as you can.
PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!
If you are unable to attend Mass, you may mail your
weekly offering to the Parish Office at 114 Berry Street,
Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it off in the mail box located
outside the main office door. St. Philip Parish also offers
the option for ONLINE GIVING.
PARISH OFFICES
The Parish Offices are closed until further notice for all
in-person business. The offices may be contacted by
phone Monday through Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm.
HELP NEEDED
Additional help is needed to sanitize
the church after weekday and weekend Masses as well as funerals. Also
needed are individuals to check-in
weekend Mass attendees. If you can
lend a hand, please contact the
parish office.
JUST A REMINDER. . .
Sunday Masses
• 25% Occupancy: 150 (SP) & 100 (A) may gather at each
Mass as per the directives of the Diocese.
Attendees at every Mass should:
• Enter church no earlier than 30 minutes before Mass
through the Courtyard Door (St. Philip) and Main
Doors (Ascension).
6 | The Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq
Reservations accepted by phone from those without
internet access on Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am
to 12:00 noon. Call the parish office at 412-922-6300, x 5.
GOOD NEWS MINISTRIES
Bill Wegner, a full-time, Catholic lay evangelist has
launched a podcast, “Returning to the Heart of Jesus!”
Bill has conducted a mission in the past at our parish
which was very well received. The podcast can be
viewed every Thursday. Be encouraged and challenged
to fully live the Gospel in your everyday life. Find us on
YouTube at Bill Wegner, “Returning to the Heart of Jesus!”
and on facebook at Good News International.
MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING
This course is required for all parish and school employees, CCD personnel, school and cafeteria volunteers.
PFSA is continuing to provide VIRTUAL Mandated
Reporter Training during the months of August and
September—at no cost!
This three-hour live, interactive training is approved by
the Department of Human Services, Education and State
and meets all requirements for training on recognizing
and reporting child abuse (to include Act 126 for school
employees).
This training is also approved for continuing education
credits under Act 31 (Department of State for health-related licenses) and Act 48 (Department of Education for
teachers) at no cost. PFSA will submit your training verification to the Department of State or Education as appropriate on your behalf (details provided during training).
Please use the links below to register for your preferred
training date and time. Each person must log in through
separate devices, using the unique access link emailed to
them after registration to receive credit.

Tue., Aug. 25, 12:00pm-3:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=810d62bf3a&e=09615c33eb
Wed., Aug. 26, 1:00pm-4:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=8cdf4392e3&e=09615c33eb

Rest in Peace

We offer our sympathy to the families of
John Priselac, Jr., Edward T. Plata, II and
Lonnie T. Crawley who were called home to
the Lord. Please keep them in your prayers.

Thu., Aug. 27, 6:00pm-9:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=384576ded8&e=09615c33eb
Thu., Sept. 3, 9:00am-12:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=077818075f&e=09615c33eb
Tue., Sept. 8, 1:00pm-4:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=3e2f040b64&e=09615c33eb

Please welcome into our faith family...
Lilyann Margaret Yeager, daughter of
William and Alisha Tebbets Yeager, who
received the Life of Christ in Baptism in our
parish last Sunday. May she grow in wisdom,
age and grace.

Thu., Sept. 17, 6:00pm-9:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=864297a951&e=09615c33eb
Wed., Sept. 23, 9:00am-12:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=90910b3ccf&e=09615c33eb
Mon., Sept. 28, 6:00pm-9:00pm | https://pa-fsa.us12.list-manage.com/track/
click?u=d9ba276ef9414b5f6386bd0b2&id=7f19ddee85&e=09615c33eb
Feel free to share this email with others! Additional dates may be added if
all training sessions reach capacity.
Please email training@pa-fsa.org for additional training dates.
INTERESTED IN HELPING OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS? AND
HELPING FAMILIES AFFORD AN EXCELLENT EDUCATION?
Learn how PA tax dollars can be redirected by businesses to provide
tuition assistance for qualified needy students. We have great news on this
opportunity! Please visit: www.diopitt.plannedgiving.org/diopitt/giving/
5.html?section=1. Questions? Contact Michael Freker at 412-456-3055 or
email at mfreker@diopitt.org.
GUIDELINES FOR CATHOLIC GODPARENTS/SPONSORS
When choosing godparents or sponsors for Baptism or Confirmation,
please keep in mind the following: Godparents/Sponsors must be at least
16 years of age, and be a baptized and confirmed Roman Catholic. They
must lead a life in harmony with the Catholic Faith (including valid Catholic marriage). The mother or father cannot be the godparent/sponsor. For
the Sacrament of Baptism: A baptized person who belongs to another
Christian community (Lutheran, Episcopal, Presbyterian, etc.) may be
admitted only as a Christian Witness (not a godparent) provided there is at
least one Roman Catholic godparent who fulfills the above criteria. A
non-baptized person cannot be a witness (Code of Canon Law,
cc.872-874).

Sanctuary

Lamp

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns
In Loving Memory of Ronald Victorelli
Offered by James & Denise Mancini
This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension
burns In Loving Memory of Coleman Donley
Offered by Parents

ADVERTISER
of the Week
THORNBURG AUTOMOTIVE, INC.
Thank you for helping to underwrite the
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.
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St. Philip
School
News
GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Reaffirming Catholic Education)
Program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the
school office at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in
September. Thank you to all for your continued support
of the GRACE Program.
NEW START DATE: Sept 8
The Diocese of Pittsburgh’s Schools Office, regional
administrators and school principals have decided to
move the official start of school for elementary schools to
September 8, 2020. The move is in response to teachers
who requested more time to implement all COVID-19
health and safety reopening protocols.
JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT PARTNERSHIP PRODUCES
BIG REWARDS FOR ST. PHILIP SCHOOL STUDENTS
Under the auspices of the Junior Achievement Program,
students from Bishop Canevin High School spend a day
each year at St. Philip School teaching the children about
Economics in its various forms. Lessons are presented at
all grade levels and include topics such as money use in
Kindergarten, business strategies in 5th grade, and
communications and transportation in 6th grade. The
children enjoy being taught by students just a little older
than themselves and relate well to this style of learning.
Junior Achievement's purpose is to inspire and prepare
young people to succeed in a global economy.
JA Worldwide is a partnership between the business
community, educators and volunteers — all working
together to inspire young people to dream big and reach
their potential. JA’s hands-on, experiential programs
teach the key concepts of work readiness,
entrepreneurship and financial literacy to young people
all over the world. The Bishop Canevin students train and
8 | St. Philip Catholic Parish

present these lessons yearly and really enjoy being
teachers for the day. The St. Philip students love to see
SPS graduates come back as instructors.
Besides giving the Elementary Students an introduction
into the world of work and business, JA participation
opens the door to immediate financial rewards. Junior
Achievement of Western Pennsylvania offers a $3,000
scholarship to qualifying 8th graders who plan to attend
Catholic High School in the Fall. Students must have
participated in a Junior Achievement Program in their
Catholic Grade School for at least 2 years and must
complete the scholarship application process which
includes
writing
an
essay
and
submitting
th
recommendations. St. Philip 8 graders, Presley Holmes,
Lillianna Peterson and Julianna Umalin received the
Inspire Scholarship for 2020 and will use it to attend
OLSH, Oakland Catholic, and Bishop Canevin High School
respectively in the Fall. St. Philip has been privileged to
have one or two students receive the Inspire Scholarship
each year it has participated in the program. This year we
are blessed to have THREE!

Junior Achievement of Western Pennsylvania also offers a
$1,000 Opportunity Scholarship for students who
presently attend Catholic High School. Two St. Philip
Alumni were among students from the Catholic Diocese
of Pittsburgh who were awarded $1, 000 in scholarships
this year: Grace Ravenstahl who attends Bishop Canevin
and Malley Aiello who attends Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart High School.
Bishop Canevin also awards its own Junior Achievement
Scholarship. This award is presented by Junior
Achievement of Western PA to Bishop Canevin High
School to recognize the dedication and exemplary
service of students who teach JA economic lessons to
students in the elementary schools. Bishop Canevin
students have chosen to give back this award by creating
a scholarship for an incoming freshman who has
participated in JA during their eighth grade year at one of
the following schools: St. Philip, Our Lady of Grace, Holy
Trinity, St. Margaret or St. Patrick.

must then use Lego programming applications to
program their robots. With some of the kits, students also
learn about how robots collect data and what they are
able to do with it.
We are looking forward to a great Spring in the Lego
Robotics Lab and the continued growth of this Lego
Robotics program at SPS.
JOURNALISM CLUB (Available to Grades 5-8)
The Journalism Club meets weekly to learn reporting and
writing skills as well as aspects of photo journalism. The
members post their articles and pictures to the club
website quarterly.

CHESS CLUB
Chess Club meets afterschool for five Thursdays in the
Fall and another five Thursdays in the Spring and
culminates with an intramural tournament at the end of
the Spring session. The SPS Chess Club also occasionally
participates in community chess events as they become
available.

LEGO CLUB (Available to Grades 5-8)
In the Lego Robotics club, students learn about the basic
components of robots, the kinds of jobs they perform,
how they are built and programmed. Students can
choose to follow online instructions on building robots
or design their own robots to complete a challenge. They

CRAFT CLUB (Available to Grades K-4)
This popular club is separated by Primary and
Intermediate grades, with each group meeting after
school on alternate first Fridays of each month. The
students develop crafting skills and make seasonal décor
that often become beloved memorabilia from a young
child’s SPS years.
BOWLING (Available to Grades 3-8)
This program is offered by the Parent Teacher Guild’s
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LITURGICAL
LIFE —
—
AROUND THE COMMUNITY

BISHOP CANEVIN BINGO
Until regular bingo resumes, Bishop Canevin
offers an Instant Ticket event every Saturday
night from 7:00pm to 9:30pm. You can sit
inside or outside. All CDC recommendations
are followed including temperature checks at
the door.
Also offered is a ZOOM online bingo every
Monday from 7:00pm to 8:30pm. You can
purchase bingo cards at the Saturday night
ticket event on Monday from 5:00pm to
6:30pm. Prizes are based on amount sold. For
more information, visit our website at
bingo-at-bc.com.
Lifetime Activities Committee in the Fall and Spring. All
students in Grades 3-8 are eligible to participate. PTG
volunteers chaperone students as they walk to the
Crafton Ingram Bowling Lanes afterschool on select
Fridays for two rounds of bowling. Parents and guardians
pick up the children directly from the lanes at 5:00pm.
MEALS ON WHEELS CLUB (Available to Grades 4 & 5)
Students in grades 4 & 5 are invited to participate in the
Meals on Wheels Club. This club, which meets after
school monthly, creates handmade favors to be placed in
the meals of the clients of the local Meals on Wheels.
Students can attend one or all of the monthly sessions.
Flyers are sent home prior to each meeting with the date
and time of the upcoming session, as well as the
permission slip needed to attend.
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MEALS ON WHEELS HELP NEEDED
Southwest Meals on Wheels needs a driver for
the Crafton/Ingram route. There are currently
eight meals to be delivered once a week. A
parishioner will accompany the new volunteer
until familiar with the route. Time commitment
is an hour and a half. Please consider helping
our senior citizens who depend on this service.
Call 412-279-5670 and leave a message for
Candi with your contact information.
MEDJUGORJE PILGRIMAGE
Spiritual Director: Fr. Tony Gargotta
November 10-20, 2020
Price of $2,795 includes: roundtrip air from
Pittsburgh, all transfers in luxury motor coach,
breakfast and dinner while in our lovely Hotel
Villa Grace in Medjugorje, overnight in
Dubrovnik, all applicable taxes and English
speaking guide. Deposit of $500 due before
September 10, 2020.
For additional information, please contact:
Bernadette at 412-563-3857 or email:
marystravel2@gmail.com
or
Janice
at
412-302-3527 or email: janice.corto@gmail.com.

Religious
Education
Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education
412-922-6388
stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

A NOTE FROM MARYANN: This week’s reading from St. Paul to the Romans is a
particularly uplifting one. We read, “Who has known the mind of the Lord or who has
been his counselor?... For from Him and through Him and for Him are all things. To Him
be glory forever. Amen.” As so each day we pray: sun and moon, Glory to God; rain
and dry land, Glory to God; hills and flowing water, Glory to God; illness and
challenges, Glory to God; decisions and expectations, Glory to God; family and
friends, Glory to God; each new beginning and ending, Glory to God; surprises
and disappointments, Glory to God. Let us give Glory to God: Father Son and Holy
Spirit. Blessed be the Lord.
FAITH FORMATION:
BAPTISMS: We are currently accepting baptism requests. To obtain a baptism
request form, call the Office of Faith Formation at 412-922-6388.
RCIA: If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith or is an Adult interested in the Sacrament of Confirmation, faith sharing
sessions are continuing in September of 2020. Sessions are held according to your
schedule. Call the Office of Faith Formation at 412-922-6388 for more information.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: This year religious education sessions will be held once a
month in Kelty Hall on Monday Evening from 7:00pm to 8:15pm. Families are
encouraged to attend. Learning packets will be distributed for each grade to use
throughout the rest of the month. The specific Monday is assigned according to
last name. The following precautions have been taken to meet state guidelines for
safety during the coronavirus:
• No more than 25% capacity will be permitted in Hall at one time.
• Tables, chairs, floors, and bathrooms will be sanitized after each use.
• Social distancing will be observed.
• Families will be invited to sit together with social distancing between families.
• Air Circulation will be provided.
• Hand Sanitizers will be available in each learning area.
• Masks will be worn by instructors and also individuals when not at
learning station with the family.
Our sessions are subject to change according to Diocesan Guidelines. For questions
or to receive a registration form, call MaryAnn, Director of Faith Formation at
412-922-6388. You must be registered to attend. Sessions begin in October. Please
share this information with anyone who may be interested and unable to attend
Mass regularly.
PARENT INFORMATION SESSION: A Parent Information Session for anyone interested
or registered for Religious Education on Monday evenings will be held on Thursday,
Our Lenten Series was enjoyed
September
7:00pm to 7:45pm in Ascension’s Conner Hall. A general outline of
by all who3 from
participated.
the program, sacramental preparation and question and answer will be presented.

CONFIRMATION
Bishop Zubik has decreed that parish
pastors are granted the faculty to
celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation. At St. Philip Parish, the Sacrament of Confirmation will be
celebrated on Wednesday, November
4 at 7:00pm in St. Philip Church.
Those invited include Candidates for
Confirmation, Sponsors and 4 guests
to include parents. Rehearsal for
Confirmation will be held on Sunday,
November 1 from 1:00pm to 4:00pm
in St. Philip Church. Specific information will be mailed at a later date.
FUTURE DATES:
There will be a general registration
for Religious Education on Wednesday, September 23 from 6:30pm to
7:30pm inside St. Philip Church.
Enter through the courtyard door.
There will be a general registration for
Religious Education on Thursday,
September 24 from 6:30pm to 7:30pm
inside Ascension Church under the
Canopy.
EDGE:
Our Middle School Faith Formation
and Confirmation Programs will be
held the fourth Monday of each
month from 7:00pm to 8:15pm. Social
distancing and health standards will
be observed. Our program includes
talks, conversation starters, snacks,
service projects and activities each
can do at home on-line. Please register
for our Religious Education Program
or call 412-922-6388 for more
information. All 7th & 8th grade
students in the parish or parish
school are welcome.
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Ministries
& Societies
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE
Most people are familiar with the customer assistance
programs (or “CAP”) that electric and gas utilities offer,
but many are not familiar with the CAP options available
through the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority. We
would like to give you a quick overview of these
programs in case they can help you, or a neighbor, to
lessen your financial burden.
The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority actually has
four CAP options. Each have different income qualifications, so please visit www.pgh2o.com/CAP or call
866-762-2348 for more information. The first option is
free lead line replacement. If the water lines running to
your house are made from lead, you could get those
lines replaced with lead-free lines at no cost. This is
often a very costly repair, so this could be a huge help to
those needing to undertake this project. The second
option is a cash assistance program, which gives qualifying customers a grant of up to $300 per year to apply
toward their water bill. The third option is a bill discount
program, which reduces fixed charges on your bill by
75%. Lastly, qualifying customers can be assured of not
having their service terminated between December 1
and March 31 even if they have fallen behind on their
payments.
Doing something as simple as taking advantage of
programs like these can make a big difference in your
budget and can help you to achieve financial sustainability if you are struggling. If you have fallen behind on
any of your utility bills, please reach out to your utility
company to see what programs they have available to
help you get back on track. If you cannot come to a solution with your utility company, feel free to reach out to us
for help by calling or texting our hotline at 412-444-8140
or emailing us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.
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Update: As of the writing of this article, landlords
cannot start new evictions in Allegheny County until
September 1 if the only reason for the eviction is
non-payment of rent.
If you would like to make a monetary donation or a
donation of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please mail them
to the parish office at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA
15205 or donate online by visiting https://saintphilip
church.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/Saint
VincentDePaul. If you would like to make a donation of
furniture or household goods, please call or text our
hotline at 412-444-8140 or email us at svdp.saint.
philip@gmail.com. If you would like to donate clothing,
shoes or accessories, please place your donation in the
blue bins in front of the Hope House at St. Philip or in
the rear parking lot at Ascension, or you can call, text or
email us to arrange a pickup if you are unable to transport them yourself. Please do not place any other items
in those bins or leave anything outside of them because
they will be thrown away. Also, we are always looking
for volunteers! Any donation of your time is extremely
valuable to us. If you’d like to join us in helping our
friends in need or just want to learn more, please call,
text or email us for more information.
As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.

WORSHIP & MEDITATION
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Texas Roadhouse Dinner and Annual Raffle
Our Annual Texas Roadhouse Dinner and Annual
Raffle was a BIG SUCCESS! The Covid pandemic
changed our plans, but going to a Drive-Thru dinner
was very successful and loved by all. Over 500
dinners were served and over 80 dozen of cookies
were sold.

Our 50/50 raffle total was $396. The winning
number was 091809 which won $198.
Thank you to all our ticket sellers and all who took
a chance on our Annual Parish Raffle. Your support
of this major parish fundraiser was overwhelming.
We would like to congratulate our BIG winners:
The First Prize of $5,000 was won by Paula Badish.
The Second Prize of $500 was won by Joe Moore.
The Third Prize of $250 was won by C. M. Boyle.
Thank you also to Texas Roadhouse and our volunteers who made cookies or worked the dinner.

OUR GRATITUDE TO ALL WHO
SUPPORTED OUR PARISH!!!
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Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc.
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– Family Business –
Serving the community
for over 40 years

Pennsylvania
State Inspection
24-Hour
Emergency Towing

Flowers For
All Occasions
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Charles H. Sakai
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