
Saint Philip
Catholic Parish
The People of God in Crafton, Ingram, Thornburg and Pittsburgh

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 
Download the bulletin at www.parishesonline.com

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS: Should be submitted to maureen@saintphilipchurch.org 
no later than 12:00pm on Friday to be included in the following week’s bulletin.

Saint Philip Church
50 West Crafton Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Ascension Church
114 Berry Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Saint Philip School
52 West Crafton Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
www.spsangelway.org

Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the Labor Day 
holiday and the month of September! I hope that you and 
everyone in our parish community are healthy and doing 
well. Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination 
and an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness. 
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith and life as a com-
munity, as families, and as individuals before 2021 arrives!

Living well with Jesus and with one another.

This is what our daily life should be all about: living each 
day close to Jesus and to one another. Does this thought 
occur to you in your daily living? It probably isn’t first 
and foremost in the minds of most Catholic Christians, 
but we are all called to live each day with Jesus and with 
the other disciples and church members in this local faith 
community. Our participation in the life and work of 
Jesus – as well as in the life, work, and community of our 
fellow church members – is meant to be primary in our 
own lives… but this will be the case only if we point our 
lives in that direction.  

Unfortunately, many people give little thought to the 
Lord in their lives until some crisis comes their way.    
Then they ask where Jesus is and where he’s been all this 
time. Well, in fact, Jesus is always with us in his Holy 
Spirit, and he invites us to participate in his life and in his 
holy people every day and every year of our lives! It’s 
good to give this some thought. It’s good to know that 
the Lord is calling you – and each of us – to be a dedicated 
and ‘intentional’ disciple who directs your life, thoughts, 
and discipleship toward him and his Kingdom every day!   
Jesus wants to always be with us. May we, in turn, be 
close to him and remain with him in our individual lives 
and as members of his chosen people. God bless!

Have a very good Labor Day holiday!

As a nation, we’re very fortunate that our labor and 
accomplishments are honored with the national holiday 

of Labor Day tomorrow, September 7.  Promoted genera-
tions ago to honor all who work, the Labor Day holiday 
was finally enacted into federal law in 1894.  For 126 years, 
the United States of America have observed Labor Day to 
recognize the working class of our nation as well as all the 
work that is done in our homes and in countless places.

We may not give our own labors much thought, but most 
Americans are truly hard-working and industrious.  
Throughout our nation’s history, and especially after the 
Second World War, we have developed our country and 
many other lands through our hard work so that we and 
so many peoples of the world may live well and with 
dignity.  May we be grateful for all the work done by our 
ancestors, and may we truly honor the e�orts that each 
of us makes  at home and at work every day to provide 
for our families, for ourselves, and for the well-being of 
our nation and our world!

Just in case someone asks you.

I usually presume that all members of our parish and all 
Catholic Christians know the basic beliefs of our faith 
along with many of the details of Catholic Christianity 
and the Good News of the Lord Jesus.  Our Catholic faith 
and life are indeed tremendous treasures that are com-
prised of so many amazing facets – just like a diamond.

At the same time, as a pastor, I like to share this simple 
reminder with everyone who reads the bulletin.  As Cath-
olic Christians, our three most basic beliefs are these:  

1.) DIVINITY.  We believe there is One Eternal God in Three 
Divine Persons (God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit) as revealed to us by Jesus of Nazareth;   
2.)  INCARNATION. The Son of God became fully human 
in Jesus of Nazareth thus joining together both the Divine 
and humanity; and 3.) RESURRECTION. The Lord Jesus 
was raised from the dead three days after his crucifixion 
and death on the cross, and Jesus’ Resurrection gives us 
hope for our own Resurrection and Eternal Life.

Again, there are many, many wonderful beliefs in our 
Catholic Christian faith, yet it’s always good to see every-
thing in the context of these three basic beliefs:  Divinity, 
Incarnation, and Resurrection. I’ll have more to share 
with you next week.  God bless!

Thank you for participating in our Sunday Liturgy!

Many thanks to all our parish members and families who 
join us each Sunday for the Sacred Liturgy at both Saint 
Philip and Ascension churches! Our average weekend 
attendance is nearly 400 individuals and continues to 
increase each week. It is very good for us to gather in 
prayer, in thanksgiving, and in celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper. And yes, we continue to practice pandemic 
precautions, and we encourage everyone to sanitize their 
hands and wear masks for the safety of everyone gathered.  
Know that you’re also welcome to join us!  We can admit 
up to 150 members at Saint Philip for each Mass, and we 
can welcome up to 100 members at Ascension.  Please visit 
the parish internet site or call the parish o�ce this week to 
reserve places for yourself and your family in our Liturgies.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather together for the Sunday Liturgies here in 
our parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. You’ll appreciate and 
enjoy our weekday Mass as well as the company of those 
who also participate!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

The old Saint Philip Parish convent has been removed, 
but I know that countless memories and stories of the 
Sisters of Charity of Greensburg and their ministry, teach-
ing, school administration, and community life at Saint 
Philip Parish will be part of this faith community for years 
to come. We will be looking to have a good memorial 
tribute to the Sisters of Charity of Greensburg in the 
coming months.

As for the old convent property, once the ground has 
settled and become solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds 
to create handicapped parking spaces and regular park-
ing spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of 
course, Angel Way will remain with us and will be rede-
signed eventually to provide safer access to the court-
yard, church, school, and rectory.

Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program.

Yes, we’re planning to begin the school year this Tuesday, 
September 8, and to begin the Catechetical Year later in 
September.  All our plans have been made in conjunction 
with the Diocese of Pittsburgh as well as with our neigh-
boring Catholic schools in the new South Region. All 
precautions will be taken to safeguard the health and 
safety of all our students and sta�.  

Our Faith Formation (CCD) program will make use of Kelty 
Hall underneath Saint Philip Church, and classes will meet 
on a rotating Monday evening schedule. For further infor-
mation about our school and our religious education 
program, contact their respective o�ces this week.

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness and your generosity to our parish community, to one 
another, to those in need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato
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MASS SCHEDULE  
Masses are held at Saint Philip Church and Ascension Church
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CONFESSION  
O�ered Saturdays from 12:15pm to 
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS  
Baptism: A seminar is required for 
first-time parents. Baptisms are 
celebrated on the first and third 
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at  
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension 
Worship Site. Please call the Religious 
Education O�ce at 412-922-6388 for 
more information.

Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted 
six months in advance of wedding. 
Participation in Pre-Cana Program 
required. Please contact the Parish 
Priests for more information.

Anointing of the Sick: Following a 
weekend Mass and on the last 
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at 
Ascension Worship Site.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA): Call the O�ce of Religious 
Education for more information.

Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the 
Parish Priests for more information.

Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a 
person who has been hurt by abuse from 
clergy or others associated with the Church, 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh o�ers assistance 
with counseling, spiritual direction and 
referrals to other supportive services.

For information, contact our Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.

Protecting God’s Children — 
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235

CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse

Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.

LOCATION TIME  MASS INTENTION  REQUESTED BY

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 — WEEKDAY, SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA  

Ascension 8:00am  Moses & Denk Families Evelyn Moses

Saint Philip 4:00pm (V) Joseph & Mary Zamiska Steve & Joyce Zamiska

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Regis Kormick  Marge & Herb Irwin

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 — TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saint Philip 7:00am  Mary Badish  Paula Badish & Family

Ascension 9:30am  Living & Deceased of the Family 
    Sansoni & Klinkner Families

Saint Philip 11:00am  Mary Lou Meyers  Joan Kuzel

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 — WEEKDAY (LABOR DAY)    

Saint Philip 8:00am  Edward Mattern  Mary Clare & Tom Gerlowski

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 — NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  

Ascension 8:00am  Mary Baiardo  Caroline Kelly & Family

      

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 — SAINT PETER CLAVER, PRIEST   

Saint Philip 8:00am  Claire Beitler  Karen Beitler

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 — WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  George & Grace Tomcik Je� & Karen Tomcik

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 — WEEKDAY      

Saint Philip 8:00am  Bob Ions   Mary Ann Dimeo

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 — WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish 

Saint Philip 4:00pm (V) Mary & Edward Stewart Family

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Coletta Schuler  Schuler & Connell Families

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 — TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saint Philip 7:00am  Harry & Dorothy Phillips  Family
    and Family

Ascension 9:30am  Marguerite Zukowski Brothers & Sisters

Saint Philip 11:00am  Timothy Megyesy  Family

SUNDAY COLLECTION       

Last Sunday’s Collection totaled:  $6,882.90

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today 
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the Labor Day 
holiday and the month of September! I hope that you and 
everyone in our parish community are healthy and doing 
well. Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination 
and an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness. 
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith and life as a com-
munity, as families, and as individuals before 2021 arrives!

Living well with Jesus and with one another.

This is what our daily life should be all about: living each 
day close to Jesus and to one another. Does this thought 
occur to you in your daily living? It probably isn’t first 
and foremost in the minds of most Catholic Christians, 
but we are all called to live each day with Jesus and with 
the other disciples and church members in this local faith 
community. Our participation in the life and work of 
Jesus – as well as in the life, work, and community of our 
fellow church members – is meant to be primary in our 
own lives… but this will be the case only if we point our 
lives in that direction.  

Unfortunately, many people give little thought to the 
Lord in their lives until some crisis comes their way.    
Then they ask where Jesus is and where he’s been all this 
time. Well, in fact, Jesus is always with us in his Holy 
Spirit, and he invites us to participate in his life and in his 
holy people every day and every year of our lives! It’s 
good to give this some thought. It’s good to know that 
the Lord is calling you – and each of us – to be a dedicated 
and ‘intentional’ disciple who directs your life, thoughts, 
and discipleship toward him and his Kingdom every day!   
Jesus wants to always be with us. May we, in turn, be 
close to him and remain with him in our individual lives 
and as members of his chosen people. God bless!

Have a very good Labor Day holiday!

As a nation, we’re very fortunate that our labor and 
accomplishments are honored with the national holiday 

of Labor Day tomorrow, September 7.  Promoted genera-
tions ago to honor all who work, the Labor Day holiday 
was finally enacted into federal law in 1894.  For 126 years, 
the United States of America have observed Labor Day to 
recognize the working class of our nation as well as all the 
work that is done in our homes and in countless places.

We may not give our own labors much thought, but most 
Americans are truly hard-working and industrious.  
Throughout our nation’s history, and especially after the 
Second World War, we have developed our country and 
many other lands through our hard work so that we and 
so many peoples of the world may live well and with 
dignity.  May we be grateful for all the work done by our 
ancestors, and may we truly honor the e�orts that each 
of us makes  at home and at work every day to provide 
for our families, for ourselves, and for the well-being of 
our nation and our world!

Just in case someone asks you.

I usually presume that all members of our parish and all 
Catholic Christians know the basic beliefs of our faith 
along with many of the details of Catholic Christianity 
and the Good News of the Lord Jesus.  Our Catholic faith 
and life are indeed tremendous treasures that are com-
prised of so many amazing facets – just like a diamond.

At the same time, as a pastor, I like to share this simple 
reminder with everyone who reads the bulletin.  As Cath-
olic Christians, our three most basic beliefs are these:  

1.) DIVINITY.  We believe there is One Eternal God in Three 
Divine Persons (God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit) as revealed to us by Jesus of Nazareth;   
2.)  INCARNATION. The Son of God became fully human 
in Jesus of Nazareth thus joining together both the Divine 
and humanity; and 3.) RESURRECTION. The Lord Jesus 
was raised from the dead three days after his crucifixion 
and death on the cross, and Jesus’ Resurrection gives us 
hope for our own Resurrection and Eternal Life.

Again, there are many, many wonderful beliefs in our 
Catholic Christian faith, yet it’s always good to see every-
thing in the context of these three basic beliefs:  Divinity, 
Incarnation, and Resurrection. I’ll have more to share 
with you next week.  God bless!

Thank you for participating in our Sunday Liturgy!

Many thanks to all our parish members and families who 
join us each Sunday for the Sacred Liturgy at both Saint 
Philip and Ascension churches! Our average weekend 
attendance is nearly 400 individuals and continues to 
increase each week. It is very good for us to gather in 
prayer, in thanksgiving, and in celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper. And yes, we continue to practice pandemic 
precautions, and we encourage everyone to sanitize their 
hands and wear masks for the safety of everyone gathered.  
Know that you’re also welcome to join us!  We can admit 
up to 150 members at Saint Philip for each Mass, and we 
can welcome up to 100 members at Ascension.  Please visit 
the parish internet site or call the parish o�ce this week to 
reserve places for yourself and your family in our Liturgies.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather together for the Sunday Liturgies here in 
our parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. You’ll appreciate and 
enjoy our weekday Mass as well as the company of those 
who also participate!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

The old Saint Philip Parish convent has been removed, 
but I know that countless memories and stories of the 
Sisters of Charity of Greensburg and their ministry, teach-
ing, school administration, and community life at Saint 
Philip Parish will be part of this faith community for years 
to come. We will be looking to have a good memorial 
tribute to the Sisters of Charity of Greensburg in the 
coming months.

As for the old convent property, once the ground has 
settled and become solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds 
to create handicapped parking spaces and regular park-
ing spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of 
course, Angel Way will remain with us and will be rede-
signed eventually to provide safer access to the court-
yard, church, school, and rectory.

Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program.

Yes, we’re planning to begin the school year this Tuesday, 
September 8, and to begin the Catechetical Year later in 
September.  All our plans have been made in conjunction 
with the Diocese of Pittsburgh as well as with our neigh-
boring Catholic schools in the new South Region. All 
precautions will be taken to safeguard the health and 
safety of all our students and sta�.  

Our Faith Formation (CCD) program will make use of Kelty 
Hall underneath Saint Philip Church, and classes will meet 
on a rotating Monday evening schedule. For further infor-
mation about our school and our religious education 
program, contact their respective o�ces this week.

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness and your generosity to our parish community, to one 
another, to those in need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato
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Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the Labor Day 
holiday and the month of September! I hope that you and 
everyone in our parish community are healthy and doing 
well. Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination 
and an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness. 
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith and life as a com-
munity, as families, and as individuals before 2021 arrives!

Living well with Jesus and with one another.

This is what our daily life should be all about: living each 
day close to Jesus and to one another. Does this thought 
occur to you in your daily living? It probably isn’t first 
and foremost in the minds of most Catholic Christians, 
but we are all called to live each day with Jesus and with 
the other disciples and church members in this local faith 
community. Our participation in the life and work of 
Jesus – as well as in the life, work, and community of our 
fellow church members – is meant to be primary in our 
own lives… but this will be the case only if we point our 
lives in that direction.  

Unfortunately, many people give little thought to the 
Lord in their lives until some crisis comes their way.    
Then they ask where Jesus is and where he’s been all this 
time. Well, in fact, Jesus is always with us in his Holy 
Spirit, and he invites us to participate in his life and in his 
holy people every day and every year of our lives! It’s 
good to give this some thought. It’s good to know that 
the Lord is calling you – and each of us – to be a dedicated 
and ‘intentional’ disciple who directs your life, thoughts, 
and discipleship toward him and his Kingdom every day!   
Jesus wants to always be with us. May we, in turn, be 
close to him and remain with him in our individual lives 
and as members of his chosen people. God bless!

Have a very good Labor Day holiday!

As a nation, we’re very fortunate that our labor and 
accomplishments are honored with the national holiday 

of Labor Day tomorrow, September 7.  Promoted genera-
tions ago to honor all who work, the Labor Day holiday 
was finally enacted into federal law in 1894.  For 126 years, 
the United States of America have observed Labor Day to 
recognize the working class of our nation as well as all the 
work that is done in our homes and in countless places.

We may not give our own labors much thought, but most 
Americans are truly hard-working and industrious.  
Throughout our nation’s history, and especially after the 
Second World War, we have developed our country and 
many other lands through our hard work so that we and 
so many peoples of the world may live well and with 
dignity.  May we be grateful for all the work done by our 
ancestors, and may we truly honor the e�orts that each 
of us makes  at home and at work every day to provide 
for our families, for ourselves, and for the well-being of 
our nation and our world!

Just in case someone asks you.

I usually presume that all members of our parish and all 
Catholic Christians know the basic beliefs of our faith 
along with many of the details of Catholic Christianity 
and the Good News of the Lord Jesus.  Our Catholic faith 
and life are indeed tremendous treasures that are com-
prised of so many amazing facets – just like a diamond.

At the same time, as a pastor, I like to share this simple 
reminder with everyone who reads the bulletin.  As Cath-
olic Christians, our three most basic beliefs are these:  

1.) DIVINITY.  We believe there is One Eternal God in Three 
Divine Persons (God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit) as revealed to us by Jesus of Nazareth;   
2.)  INCARNATION. The Son of God became fully human 
in Jesus of Nazareth thus joining together both the Divine 
and humanity; and 3.) RESURRECTION. The Lord Jesus 
was raised from the dead three days after his crucifixion 
and death on the cross, and Jesus’ Resurrection gives us 
hope for our own Resurrection and Eternal Life.

Again, there are many, many wonderful beliefs in our 
Catholic Christian faith, yet it’s always good to see every-
thing in the context of these three basic beliefs:  Divinity, 
Incarnation, and Resurrection. I’ll have more to share 
with you next week.  God bless!

Thank you for participating in our Sunday Liturgy!

Many thanks to all our parish members and families who 
join us each Sunday for the Sacred Liturgy at both Saint 
Philip and Ascension churches! Our average weekend 
attendance is nearly 400 individuals and continues to 
increase each week. It is very good for us to gather in 
prayer, in thanksgiving, and in celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper. And yes, we continue to practice pandemic 
precautions, and we encourage everyone to sanitize their 
hands and wear masks for the safety of everyone gathered.  
Know that you’re also welcome to join us!  We can admit 
up to 150 members at Saint Philip for each Mass, and we 
can welcome up to 100 members at Ascension.  Please visit 
the parish internet site or call the parish o�ce this week to 
reserve places for yourself and your family in our Liturgies.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather together for the Sunday Liturgies here in 
our parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. You’ll appreciate and 
enjoy our weekday Mass as well as the company of those 
who also participate!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

The old Saint Philip Parish convent has been removed, 
but I know that countless memories and stories of the 
Sisters of Charity of Greensburg and their ministry, teach-
ing, school administration, and community life at Saint 
Philip Parish will be part of this faith community for years 
to come. We will be looking to have a good memorial 
tribute to the Sisters of Charity of Greensburg in the 
coming months.

As for the old convent property, once the ground has 
settled and become solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds 
to create handicapped parking spaces and regular park-
ing spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of 
course, Angel Way will remain with us and will be rede-
signed eventually to provide safer access to the court-
yard, church, school, and rectory.

Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program.

Yes, we’re planning to begin the school year this Tuesday, 
September 8, and to begin the Catechetical Year later in 
September.  All our plans have been made in conjunction 
with the Diocese of Pittsburgh as well as with our neigh-
boring Catholic schools in the new South Region. All 
precautions will be taken to safeguard the health and 
safety of all our students and sta�.  

Our Faith Formation (CCD) program will make use of Kelty 
Hall underneath Saint Philip Church, and classes will meet 
on a rotating Monday evening schedule. For further infor-
mation about our school and our religious education 
program, contact their respective o�ces this week.

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness and your generosity to our parish community, to one 
another, to those in need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato

WEEKLY PRAYER
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Notes 
from the

Pastor 
Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the Labor Day 
holiday and the month of September! I hope that you and 
everyone in our parish community are healthy and doing 
well. Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination 
and an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness. 
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith and life as a com-
munity, as families, and as individuals before 2021 arrives!

Living well with Jesus and with one another.

This is what our daily life should be all about: living each 
day close to Jesus and to one another. Does this thought 
occur to you in your daily living? It probably isn’t first 
and foremost in the minds of most Catholic Christians, 
but we are all called to live each day with Jesus and with 
the other disciples and church members in this local faith 
community. Our participation in the life and work of 
Jesus – as well as in the life, work, and community of our 
fellow church members – is meant to be primary in our 
own lives… but this will be the case only if we point our 
lives in that direction.  

Unfortunately, many people give little thought to the 
Lord in their lives until some crisis comes their way.    
Then they ask where Jesus is and where he’s been all this 
time. Well, in fact, Jesus is always with us in his Holy 
Spirit, and he invites us to participate in his life and in his 
holy people every day and every year of our lives! It’s 
good to give this some thought. It’s good to know that 
the Lord is calling you – and each of us – to be a dedicated 
and ‘intentional’ disciple who directs your life, thoughts, 
and discipleship toward him and his Kingdom every day!   
Jesus wants to always be with us. May we, in turn, be 
close to him and remain with him in our individual lives 
and as members of his chosen people. God bless!

Have a very good Labor Day holiday!

As a nation, we’re very fortunate that our labor and 
accomplishments are honored with the national holiday 

of Labor Day tomorrow, September 7.  Promoted genera-
tions ago to honor all who work, the Labor Day holiday 
was finally enacted into federal law in 1894.  For 126 years, 
the United States of America have observed Labor Day to 
recognize the working class of our nation as well as all the 
work that is done in our homes and in countless places.

We may not give our own labors much thought, but most 
Americans are truly hard-working and industrious.  
Throughout our nation’s history, and especially after the 
Second World War, we have developed our country and 
many other lands through our hard work so that we and 
so many peoples of the world may live well and with 
dignity.  May we be grateful for all the work done by our 
ancestors, and may we truly honor the e�orts that each 
of us makes  at home and at work every day to provide 
for our families, for ourselves, and for the well-being of 
our nation and our world!

Just in case someone asks you.

I usually presume that all members of our parish and all 
Catholic Christians know the basic beliefs of our faith 
along with many of the details of Catholic Christianity 
and the Good News of the Lord Jesus.  Our Catholic faith 
and life are indeed tremendous treasures that are com-
prised of so many amazing facets – just like a diamond.

At the same time, as a pastor, I like to share this simple 
reminder with everyone who reads the bulletin.  As Cath-
olic Christians, our three most basic beliefs are these:  

1.) DIVINITY.  We believe there is One Eternal God in Three 
Divine Persons (God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit) as revealed to us by Jesus of Nazareth;   
2.)  INCARNATION. The Son of God became fully human 
in Jesus of Nazareth thus joining together both the Divine 
and humanity; and 3.) RESURRECTION. The Lord Jesus 
was raised from the dead three days after his crucifixion 
and death on the cross, and Jesus’ Resurrection gives us 
hope for our own Resurrection and Eternal Life.

Again, there are many, many wonderful beliefs in our 
Catholic Christian faith, yet it’s always good to see every-
thing in the context of these three basic beliefs:  Divinity, 
Incarnation, and Resurrection. I’ll have more to share 
with you next week.  God bless!

Thank you for participating in our Sunday Liturgy!

Many thanks to all our parish members and families who 
join us each Sunday for the Sacred Liturgy at both Saint 
Philip and Ascension churches! Our average weekend 
attendance is nearly 400 individuals and continues to 
increase each week. It is very good for us to gather in 
prayer, in thanksgiving, and in celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper. And yes, we continue to practice pandemic 
precautions, and we encourage everyone to sanitize their 
hands and wear masks for the safety of everyone gathered.  
Know that you’re also welcome to join us!  We can admit 
up to 150 members at Saint Philip for each Mass, and we 
can welcome up to 100 members at Ascension.  Please visit 
the parish internet site or call the parish o�ce this week to 
reserve places for yourself and your family in our Liturgies.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather together for the Sunday Liturgies here in 
our parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. You’ll appreciate and 
enjoy our weekday Mass as well as the company of those 
who also participate!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

The old Saint Philip Parish convent has been removed, 
but I know that countless memories and stories of the 
Sisters of Charity of Greensburg and their ministry, teach-
ing, school administration, and community life at Saint 
Philip Parish will be part of this faith community for years 
to come. We will be looking to have a good memorial 
tribute to the Sisters of Charity of Greensburg in the 
coming months.

As for the old convent property, once the ground has 
settled and become solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds 
to create handicapped parking spaces and regular park-
ing spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of 
course, Angel Way will remain with us and will be rede-
signed eventually to provide safer access to the court-
yard, church, school, and rectory.

Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program.

Yes, we’re planning to begin the school year this Tuesday, 
September 8, and to begin the Catechetical Year later in 
September.  All our plans have been made in conjunction 
with the Diocese of Pittsburgh as well as with our neigh-
boring Catholic schools in the new South Region. All 
precautions will be taken to safeguard the health and 
safety of all our students and sta�.  

Our Faith Formation (CCD) program will make use of Kelty 
Hall underneath Saint Philip Church, and classes will meet 
on a rotating Monday evening schedule. For further infor-
mation about our school and our religious education 
program, contact their respective o�ces this week.

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness and your generosity to our parish community, to one 
another, to those in need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
Program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all for your support of the 
GRACE Program.

Welcome to the 2020-2021 School Year
As we begin the new school year, we are doing our very 
best to o�er a sound academic experience while 
protecting our children, teachers and sta� from 
infection. Many physical measures and protocols  have 
been put in place to assure this outcome. 19 students are 
attending school virtually from home. Below are just 
some of the actions we are taking to cope with this 
situation.

COVID-19 Decisions/Policy/and FAQ

1. A consistent question that keeps coming up is, “What 
protocols do you have in place to screen for possible 
cases in students and faculty?”
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Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the Labor Day 
holiday and the month of September! I hope that you and 
everyone in our parish community are healthy and doing 
well. Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination 
and an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness. 
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith and life as a com-
munity, as families, and as individuals before 2021 arrives!

Living well with Jesus and with one another.

This is what our daily life should be all about: living each 
day close to Jesus and to one another. Does this thought 
occur to you in your daily living? It probably isn’t first 
and foremost in the minds of most Catholic Christians, 
but we are all called to live each day with Jesus and with 
the other disciples and church members in this local faith 
community. Our participation in the life and work of 
Jesus – as well as in the life, work, and community of our 
fellow church members – is meant to be primary in our 
own lives… but this will be the case only if we point our 
lives in that direction.  

Unfortunately, many people give little thought to the 
Lord in their lives until some crisis comes their way.    
Then they ask where Jesus is and where he’s been all this 
time. Well, in fact, Jesus is always with us in his Holy 
Spirit, and he invites us to participate in his life and in his 
holy people every day and every year of our lives! It’s 
good to give this some thought. It’s good to know that 
the Lord is calling you – and each of us – to be a dedicated 
and ‘intentional’ disciple who directs your life, thoughts, 
and discipleship toward him and his Kingdom every day!   
Jesus wants to always be with us. May we, in turn, be 
close to him and remain with him in our individual lives 
and as members of his chosen people. God bless!

Have a very good Labor Day holiday!

As a nation, we’re very fortunate that our labor and 
accomplishments are honored with the national holiday 

of Labor Day tomorrow, September 7.  Promoted genera-
tions ago to honor all who work, the Labor Day holiday 
was finally enacted into federal law in 1894.  For 126 years, 
the United States of America have observed Labor Day to 
recognize the working class of our nation as well as all the 
work that is done in our homes and in countless places.

We may not give our own labors much thought, but most 
Americans are truly hard-working and industrious.  
Throughout our nation’s history, and especially after the 
Second World War, we have developed our country and 
many other lands through our hard work so that we and 
so many peoples of the world may live well and with 
dignity.  May we be grateful for all the work done by our 
ancestors, and may we truly honor the e�orts that each 
of us makes  at home and at work every day to provide 
for our families, for ourselves, and for the well-being of 
our nation and our world!

Just in case someone asks you.

I usually presume that all members of our parish and all 
Catholic Christians know the basic beliefs of our faith 
along with many of the details of Catholic Christianity 
and the Good News of the Lord Jesus.  Our Catholic faith 
and life are indeed tremendous treasures that are com-
prised of so many amazing facets – just like a diamond.

At the same time, as a pastor, I like to share this simple 
reminder with everyone who reads the bulletin.  As Cath-
olic Christians, our three most basic beliefs are these:  

1.) DIVINITY.  We believe there is One Eternal God in Three 
Divine Persons (God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit) as revealed to us by Jesus of Nazareth;   
2.)  INCARNATION. The Son of God became fully human 
in Jesus of Nazareth thus joining together both the Divine 
and humanity; and 3.) RESURRECTION. The Lord Jesus 
was raised from the dead three days after his crucifixion 
and death on the cross, and Jesus’ Resurrection gives us 
hope for our own Resurrection and Eternal Life.

Again, there are many, many wonderful beliefs in our 
Catholic Christian faith, yet it’s always good to see every-
thing in the context of these three basic beliefs:  Divinity, 
Incarnation, and Resurrection. I’ll have more to share 
with you next week.  God bless!

Thank you for participating in our Sunday Liturgy!

• All faculty will self-monitor their temperature daily.
• Faculty will follow the decision tree established as a 
part of our response plan.

2. Student arrival and departure - Social distancing and 
masks will be observed while on campus.
Our procedure during the arrival of students will be:
• Students may begin to enter at 7:15am.
• Kindergarten through Grade Two will use the doors 

located near the cafeteria to enter the building. 
• Grades Three through Five will enter through the 

main o�ce doors.
• Middle School will enter through the Gym doors. 
• At the door entrance, students will be randomly 

assessed visually and temperatures taken.
• All students will be sent to their Home Room upon 

entering.
• When the students arrive at Home Room, ALL 

students will have temperatures taken.

At dismissal:
• Students assigned to busses will be dismissed first. 
• After bus riders are gone, car riders and walkers will 

be dismissed.
• Parents picking up their child must remain across the 

street from the school and students will be release to 
the parent.

Physical Spacing Update
I wanted to bring you all up to date regarding the issues 
of spacing at the school for the year. As outlined in our 
COVID-19 Response plan, we are operating under the 
guidelines given to us from PDE and the Diocese, in 
addition the following was shared by our school nurse, 
Mrs. Trina Howells:

Physical Distancing Measures 
Physical distancing, sometimes referred to as social 
distancing, is simply the act of keeping people separated 
with the goal of limiting spread of contagion between 
individuals. It is fundamental to lowering the risk of 
spread of SARS-CoV-2, as the primary mode of 
transmission is through respiratory droplets by persons 
in close proximity. There is a conflict between optimal 
academic and social/emotional learning in schools and 
strict adherence to current physical distancing 
guidelines. For example, the CDC recommends that 
schools “space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when 
feasible.” In many school settings, 6 feet between 
students is not feasible without drastically limiting the 
number of students. 
 
With this in mind, we are implementing the following:
1. I have hired (will be hiring) two and possibly three 

new teachers to reduce class size. The break point I 
have been using is 22 students in a room and I split 
the class.

2. We have configured our classes to conform with the 
six-foot spacing measuring from the middle of the 
student desk to the middle of the next student desk.

3. We are working with Fr. Torquato to develop a Mass 
schedule.

4. We will have 3 lunch periods accommodating 55 
students per lunch. Students will be seated facing 
one direction, with 4 feet of spacing between the 
next child.
a. Kindergarten and First Grade, 11:05am in the 

Cafeteria
b. Second and Third Grade, 11:35am in the Cafeteria
c. Fourth and Fifth Grade, 12:05pm in the Cafeteria
d. Middle School will use the Courtyard as a first 

choice and the Gym during inclement weather at 
12:05pm.

5. Directional arrows are being placed to control the 
flow of student tra�c.

6. Seating will be made available in the courtyard for 
teachers to take their classes for daily instruction. 
While outside and social distancing, students may 
remove their mask.

7. Guidelines will be sent home discussing drop o� and 
pickup of students.

Many thanks to all our parish members and families who 
join us each Sunday for the Sacred Liturgy at both Saint 
Philip and Ascension churches! Our average weekend 
attendance is nearly 400 individuals and continues to 
increase each week. It is very good for us to gather in 
prayer, in thanksgiving, and in celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper. And yes, we continue to practice pandemic 
precautions, and we encourage everyone to sanitize their 
hands and wear masks for the safety of everyone gathered.  
Know that you’re also welcome to join us!  We can admit 
up to 150 members at Saint Philip for each Mass, and we 
can welcome up to 100 members at Ascension.  Please visit 
the parish internet site or call the parish o�ce this week to 
reserve places for yourself and your family in our Liturgies.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather together for the Sunday Liturgies here in 
our parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. You’ll appreciate and 
enjoy our weekday Mass as well as the company of those 
who also participate!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

The old Saint Philip Parish convent has been removed, 
but I know that countless memories and stories of the 
Sisters of Charity of Greensburg and their ministry, teach-
ing, school administration, and community life at Saint 
Philip Parish will be part of this faith community for years 
to come. We will be looking to have a good memorial 
tribute to the Sisters of Charity of Greensburg in the 
coming months.

As for the old convent property, once the ground has 
settled and become solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds 
to create handicapped parking spaces and regular park-
ing spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of 
course, Angel Way will remain with us and will be rede-
signed eventually to provide safer access to the court-
yard, church, school, and rectory.

Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program.

Yes, we’re planning to begin the school year this Tuesday, 
September 8, and to begin the Catechetical Year later in 
September.  All our plans have been made in conjunction 
with the Diocese of Pittsburgh as well as with our neigh-
boring Catholic schools in the new South Region. All 
precautions will be taken to safeguard the health and 
safety of all our students and sta�.  

Our Faith Formation (CCD) program will make use of Kelty 
Hall underneath Saint Philip Church, and classes will meet 
on a rotating Monday evening schedule. For further infor-
mation about our school and our religious education 
program, contact their respective o�ces this week.

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness and your generosity to our parish community, to one 
another, to those in need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
Program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all for your support of the 
GRACE Program.

Welcome to the 2020-2021 School Year
As we begin the new school year, we are doing our very 
best to o�er a sound academic experience while 
protecting our children, teachers and sta� from 
infection. Many physical measures and protocols  have 
been put in place to assure this outcome. 19 students are 
attending school virtually from home. Below are just 
some of the actions we are taking to cope with this 
situation.

COVID-19 Decisions/Policy/and FAQ

1. A consistent question that keeps coming up is, “What 
protocols do you have in place to screen for possible 
cases in students and faculty?”

6  |  The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the Labor Day 
holiday and the month of September! I hope that you and 
everyone in our parish community are healthy and doing 
well. Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination 
and an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness. 
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith and life as a com-
munity, as families, and as individuals before 2021 arrives!

Living well with Jesus and with one another.

This is what our daily life should be all about: living each 
day close to Jesus and to one another. Does this thought 
occur to you in your daily living? It probably isn’t first 
and foremost in the minds of most Catholic Christians, 
but we are all called to live each day with Jesus and with 
the other disciples and church members in this local faith 
community. Our participation in the life and work of 
Jesus – as well as in the life, work, and community of our 
fellow church members – is meant to be primary in our 
own lives… but this will be the case only if we point our 
lives in that direction.  

Unfortunately, many people give little thought to the 
Lord in their lives until some crisis comes their way.    
Then they ask where Jesus is and where he’s been all this 
time. Well, in fact, Jesus is always with us in his Holy 
Spirit, and he invites us to participate in his life and in his 
holy people every day and every year of our lives! It’s 
good to give this some thought. It’s good to know that 
the Lord is calling you – and each of us – to be a dedicated 
and ‘intentional’ disciple who directs your life, thoughts, 
and discipleship toward him and his Kingdom every day!   
Jesus wants to always be with us. May we, in turn, be 
close to him and remain with him in our individual lives 
and as members of his chosen people. God bless!

Have a very good Labor Day holiday!

As a nation, we’re very fortunate that our labor and 
accomplishments are honored with the national holiday 

of Labor Day tomorrow, September 7.  Promoted genera-
tions ago to honor all who work, the Labor Day holiday 
was finally enacted into federal law in 1894.  For 126 years, 
the United States of America have observed Labor Day to 
recognize the working class of our nation as well as all the 
work that is done in our homes and in countless places.

We may not give our own labors much thought, but most 
Americans are truly hard-working and industrious.  
Throughout our nation’s history, and especially after the 
Second World War, we have developed our country and 
many other lands through our hard work so that we and 
so many peoples of the world may live well and with 
dignity.  May we be grateful for all the work done by our 
ancestors, and may we truly honor the e�orts that each 
of us makes  at home and at work every day to provide 
for our families, for ourselves, and for the well-being of 
our nation and our world!

Just in case someone asks you.

I usually presume that all members of our parish and all 
Catholic Christians know the basic beliefs of our faith 
along with many of the details of Catholic Christianity 
and the Good News of the Lord Jesus.  Our Catholic faith 
and life are indeed tremendous treasures that are com-
prised of so many amazing facets – just like a diamond.

At the same time, as a pastor, I like to share this simple 
reminder with everyone who reads the bulletin.  As Cath-
olic Christians, our three most basic beliefs are these:  

1.) DIVINITY.  We believe there is One Eternal God in Three 
Divine Persons (God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit) as revealed to us by Jesus of Nazareth;   
2.)  INCARNATION. The Son of God became fully human 
in Jesus of Nazareth thus joining together both the Divine 
and humanity; and 3.) RESURRECTION. The Lord Jesus 
was raised from the dead three days after his crucifixion 
and death on the cross, and Jesus’ Resurrection gives us 
hope for our own Resurrection and Eternal Life.

Again, there are many, many wonderful beliefs in our 
Catholic Christian faith, yet it’s always good to see every-
thing in the context of these three basic beliefs:  Divinity, 
Incarnation, and Resurrection. I’ll have more to share 
with you next week.  God bless!

Thank you for participating in our Sunday Liturgy!

• All faculty will self-monitor their temperature daily.
• Faculty will follow the decision tree established as a 
part of our response plan.

2. Student arrival and departure - Social distancing and 
masks will be observed while on campus.
Our procedure during the arrival of students will be:
• Students may begin to enter at 7:15am.
• Kindergarten through Grade Two will use the doors 

located near the cafeteria to enter the building. 
• Grades Three through Five will enter through the 

main o�ce doors.
• Middle School will enter through the Gym doors. 
• At the door entrance, students will be randomly 

assessed visually and temperatures taken.
• All students will be sent to their Home Room upon 

entering.
• When the students arrive at Home Room, ALL 

students will have temperatures taken.

At dismissal:
• Students assigned to busses will be dismissed first. 
• After bus riders are gone, car riders and walkers will 

be dismissed.
• Parents picking up their child must remain across the 

street from the school and students will be release to 
the parent.

Physical Spacing Update
I wanted to bring you all up to date regarding the issues 
of spacing at the school for the year. As outlined in our 
COVID-19 Response plan, we are operating under the 
guidelines given to us from PDE and the Diocese, in 
addition the following was shared by our school nurse, 
Mrs. Trina Howells:

Physical Distancing Measures 
Physical distancing, sometimes referred to as social 
distancing, is simply the act of keeping people separated 
with the goal of limiting spread of contagion between 
individuals. It is fundamental to lowering the risk of 
spread of SARS-CoV-2, as the primary mode of 
transmission is through respiratory droplets by persons 
in close proximity. There is a conflict between optimal 
academic and social/emotional learning in schools and 
strict adherence to current physical distancing 
guidelines. For example, the CDC recommends that 
schools “space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when 
feasible.” In many school settings, 6 feet between 
students is not feasible without drastically limiting the 
number of students. 
 
With this in mind, we are implementing the following:
1. I have hired (will be hiring) two and possibly three 

new teachers to reduce class size. The break point I 
have been using is 22 students in a room and I split 
the class.

2. We have configured our classes to conform with the 
six-foot spacing measuring from the middle of the 
student desk to the middle of the next student desk.

3. We are working with Fr. Torquato to develop a Mass 
schedule.

4. We will have 3 lunch periods accommodating 55 
students per lunch. Students will be seated facing 
one direction, with 4 feet of spacing between the 
next child.
a. Kindergarten and First Grade, 11:05am in the 

Cafeteria
b. Second and Third Grade, 11:35am in the Cafeteria
c. Fourth and Fifth Grade, 12:05pm in the Cafeteria
d. Middle School will use the Courtyard as a first 

choice and the Gym during inclement weather at 
12:05pm.

5. Directional arrows are being placed to control the 
flow of student tra�c.

6. Seating will be made available in the courtyard for 
teachers to take their classes for daily instruction. 
While outside and social distancing, students may 
remove their mask.

7. Guidelines will be sent home discussing drop o� and 
pickup of students.

Many thanks to all our parish members and families who 
join us each Sunday for the Sacred Liturgy at both Saint 
Philip and Ascension churches! Our average weekend 
attendance is nearly 400 individuals and continues to 
increase each week. It is very good for us to gather in 
prayer, in thanksgiving, and in celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper. And yes, we continue to practice pandemic 
precautions, and we encourage everyone to sanitize their 
hands and wear masks for the safety of everyone gathered.  
Know that you’re also welcome to join us!  We can admit 
up to 150 members at Saint Philip for each Mass, and we 
can welcome up to 100 members at Ascension.  Please visit 
the parish internet site or call the parish o�ce this week to 
reserve places for yourself and your family in our Liturgies.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather together for the Sunday Liturgies here in 
our parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. You’ll appreciate and 
enjoy our weekday Mass as well as the company of those 
who also participate!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

The old Saint Philip Parish convent has been removed, 
but I know that countless memories and stories of the 
Sisters of Charity of Greensburg and their ministry, teach-
ing, school administration, and community life at Saint 
Philip Parish will be part of this faith community for years 
to come. We will be looking to have a good memorial 
tribute to the Sisters of Charity of Greensburg in the 
coming months.

As for the old convent property, once the ground has 
settled and become solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds 
to create handicapped parking spaces and regular park-
ing spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of 
course, Angel Way will remain with us and will be rede-
signed eventually to provide safer access to the court-
yard, church, school, and rectory.

Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program.

Yes, we’re planning to begin the school year this Tuesday, 
September 8, and to begin the Catechetical Year later in 
September.  All our plans have been made in conjunction 
with the Diocese of Pittsburgh as well as with our neigh-
boring Catholic schools in the new South Region. All 
precautions will be taken to safeguard the health and 
safety of all our students and sta�.  

Our Faith Formation (CCD) program will make use of Kelty 
Hall underneath Saint Philip Church, and classes will meet 
on a rotating Monday evening schedule. For further infor-
mation about our school and our religious education 
program, contact their respective o�ces this week.

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness and your generosity to our parish community, to one 
another, to those in need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato

Parish 
News

Monday of this week is Labor Day, a day set aside to 
recognize the importance and dignity of our work. Plan 
on joining us at Saint Philip Church for the 8:00am Mass.

Please Note that the Parish O�ces will be closed in 
observance of the holiday.

In the Catholic tradition, work is not a burden, not just how 
we make a living. Work is a way of supporting our family, 
realizing our dignity, promoting the common good, and 
participating in God’s creation. This means often doing the 
ordinary well, making the most of our talents and opportuni-
ties, treating others fairly and with dignity, and working with 
integrity and creativity. Believers should be encouraged to 
choose their work based on how they can best use the gifts 
God has given them.  
–United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

NEXT WEEKEND – SPECIAL COLLECTION
Catholic schooling is the most e�ective way to ensure 
that our Catholic Faith is passed on for future genera-
tions. For some parents a Catholic education is not 
attainable for their children without tuition assistance.  
You can help these parents, their children and your 
Church with a generous gift to next weekend’s special 
collection for the Bishop’s Education Fund. All the 
money collected will help these families to meet the 
rising cost of tuition in our Catholic schools.

PARISH FLEA MARKET

We are sorry to announce that due to the current 
pandemic, our Parish Fall Flea Market has been 
canceled. We look forward to rescheduling this 
popular event when conditions are more favorable.

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!
If you are unable to attend Mass, you may mail your 
weekly o�ering to the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry Street, 
Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it o� in the mail box located 
outside the main o�ce door.  St. Philip Parish also o�ers 
the option for ONLINE GIVING.  

PARISH OFFICES 
The Parish O�ces are closed until further notice for all 
in-person business. The o�ces may be contacted by 
phone Monday through Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm. 

HELP WANTED
A part-time school nurse is needed for St. Philip School,  
very flexible schedule.
A cafeteria aid is needed at our school, Monday through 
Friday from 10:30am to 1:00pm.
If interested or to obtain further information, please 
contact the school o�ce at 412-928-2742, ext. 4.

JUST A REMINDER. . .
Sunday Masses 

• 25% Occupancy:  150 (SP) & 100 (A) may gather at each 
Mass as per the directives of the Diocese.

Attendees at every Mass should:
• Enter church no earlier than 30 minutes before Mass 
through the Courtyard Door (St. Philip) and Main 
Doors (Ascension).

• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.
• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families 
may sit together).

• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
  (The church will be sanitized after each Mass).

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS
www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq
Reservations accepted by phone from those without 
internet access on Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am 
to 12:00 noon. Call the parish o�ce at 412-922-6300, x 5.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
As Christian adults, we have a moral and legal responsi-
bility to protect the spiritual, emotional and physical 
well-being of children as they participate in activities 
sponsored by our diocese, our parish and our school.  
We must ensure that these children, in the care of the 

Church, be provided with an environment which is safe and nurturing 
and that they not be place in any danger.  To this end, it is the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh’s policy that no one may volunteer or minister at a parish until 
a volunteer application is submitted and all background checks are com-
pleted and results received.

Even though parish activities and events have been temporarily halted, 
we must continue to keep current the information of those ministering 
and volunteering in the parish in the diocesan database.  (For instance, the 
PA Child Abuse History Clearance and waivers or fingerprints must be 
renewed every 5 years.) 

If you receive a renewal application or any other documents, please com-
plete and return the paperwork to Maureen Takach, Safe Environment 
Coordinator as soon as possible.  We know that these requirements are an 
inconvenience but we must remain compliant with diocesan and state 
policy.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

HELP NEEDED
Additional help is needed to sanitize the church after weekday and week-
end Masses as well as funerals. Also needed are individuals to check-in 
weekend Mass attendees. If you can lend a hand, please contact the parish 
o�ce.

END OF LIFE CARE
Human life is a gift from God. As Christians, we accept this gift with full 
responsibility and dignity. That same responsibility should be assumed if 
faced with a life-limiting illness. Catholic Hospice, a non-profit,                
Medicare-certified hospice program, upholds Catholic doctrine while 
providing quality comfort care when curative treatments are no longer an 
option. Serving the community members in their homes throughout 
Allegheny, Beaver and Butler Counties, Catholic Hospice is the area’s 
faith-based end of life care provider. For more information, including 
volunteer opportunities, please call 1-866-933-6221.

DID YOU KNOW?
While the Catholic Church allows for cremation, it still guards against 
situations where cremains are not given proper respect. As the Rite states, 
“the cremated remains of a body should be treated with the same respect 
given to the human body from which they come.” This respect includes a 
proper burial. As the Rite continues, “The cremated remains should be 
buried in a grave or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium. The prac-
tice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on the 
ground, or keeping cremated remains in the home of a relative or friend 
of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church requires.” 
Reverence for the body, therefore, is the underlying reason why the 
Church opposes the above practices, which would also include distribut-
ing cremains to be worn in jewelry. Our bodies, and the remains of our 
bodies, are not mere objects or commodities; rather, they have dignity 
that demand respect and reverence.
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GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
Program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all for your support of the 
GRACE Program.

Welcome to the 2020-2021 School Year
As we begin the new school year, we are doing our very 
best to o�er a sound academic experience while 
protecting our children, teachers and sta� from 
infection. Many physical measures and protocols  have 
been put in place to assure this outcome. 19 students are 
attending school virtually from home. Below are just 
some of the actions we are taking to cope with this 
situation.

COVID-19 Decisions/Policy/and FAQ

1. A consistent question that keeps coming up is, “What 
protocols do you have in place to screen for possible 
cases in students and faculty?”
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Sanctuary     Lamp

ADVERTISER of the Week 

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns 

In Loving Memory of Gehring & Keeley Families

O�ered by Patricia Keeley

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension 

burns In Loving Memory of Maria Robson

O�ered by Pat Rodgers

Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the Labor Day 
holiday and the month of September! I hope that you and 
everyone in our parish community are healthy and doing 
well. Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination 
and an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness. 
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith and life as a com-
munity, as families, and as individuals before 2021 arrives!

Living well with Jesus and with one another.

This is what our daily life should be all about: living each 
day close to Jesus and to one another. Does this thought 
occur to you in your daily living? It probably isn’t first 
and foremost in the minds of most Catholic Christians, 
but we are all called to live each day with Jesus and with 
the other disciples and church members in this local faith 
community. Our participation in the life and work of 
Jesus – as well as in the life, work, and community of our 
fellow church members – is meant to be primary in our 
own lives… but this will be the case only if we point our 
lives in that direction.  

Unfortunately, many people give little thought to the 
Lord in their lives until some crisis comes their way.    
Then they ask where Jesus is and where he’s been all this 
time. Well, in fact, Jesus is always with us in his Holy 
Spirit, and he invites us to participate in his life and in his 
holy people every day and every year of our lives! It’s 
good to give this some thought. It’s good to know that 
the Lord is calling you – and each of us – to be a dedicated 
and ‘intentional’ disciple who directs your life, thoughts, 
and discipleship toward him and his Kingdom every day!   
Jesus wants to always be with us. May we, in turn, be 
close to him and remain with him in our individual lives 
and as members of his chosen people. God bless!

Have a very good Labor Day holiday!

As a nation, we’re very fortunate that our labor and 
accomplishments are honored with the national holiday 

of Labor Day tomorrow, September 7.  Promoted genera-
tions ago to honor all who work, the Labor Day holiday 
was finally enacted into federal law in 1894.  For 126 years, 
the United States of America have observed Labor Day to 
recognize the working class of our nation as well as all the 
work that is done in our homes and in countless places.

We may not give our own labors much thought, but most 
Americans are truly hard-working and industrious.  
Throughout our nation’s history, and especially after the 
Second World War, we have developed our country and 
many other lands through our hard work so that we and 
so many peoples of the world may live well and with 
dignity.  May we be grateful for all the work done by our 
ancestors, and may we truly honor the e�orts that each 
of us makes  at home and at work every day to provide 
for our families, for ourselves, and for the well-being of 
our nation and our world!

Just in case someone asks you.

I usually presume that all members of our parish and all 
Catholic Christians know the basic beliefs of our faith 
along with many of the details of Catholic Christianity 
and the Good News of the Lord Jesus.  Our Catholic faith 
and life are indeed tremendous treasures that are com-
prised of so many amazing facets – just like a diamond.

At the same time, as a pastor, I like to share this simple 
reminder with everyone who reads the bulletin.  As Cath-
olic Christians, our three most basic beliefs are these:  

1.) DIVINITY.  We believe there is One Eternal God in Three 
Divine Persons (God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit) as revealed to us by Jesus of Nazareth;   
2.)  INCARNATION. The Son of God became fully human 
in Jesus of Nazareth thus joining together both the Divine 
and humanity; and 3.) RESURRECTION. The Lord Jesus 
was raised from the dead three days after his crucifixion 
and death on the cross, and Jesus’ Resurrection gives us 
hope for our own Resurrection and Eternal Life.

Again, there are many, many wonderful beliefs in our 
Catholic Christian faith, yet it’s always good to see every-
thing in the context of these three basic beliefs:  Divinity, 
Incarnation, and Resurrection. I’ll have more to share 
with you next week.  God bless!

Thank you for participating in our Sunday Liturgy!

Rest in Peace 
We o�er our sympathy to the family of Alyce 
R. (McConnell) Kaminski who passed into 
eternal life.  Please keep her in your prayers.

Please welcome into our faith family... Tessa 
Novak Finnegan, daughter of Shaun and 
Bethany Novak Finnegan and Axel Gerard 
Schutz, son of Matthew Gerard and 
Elizabeth Rachel Beall Schutz, who received 
the Life of Christ in Baptism in our parish on 
August 30. May they grow in wisdom, age 
and grace.

• All faculty will self-monitor their temperature daily.
• Faculty will follow the decision tree established as a 
part of our response plan.

2. Student arrival and departure - Social distancing and 
masks will be observed while on campus.
Our procedure during the arrival of students will be:
• Students may begin to enter at 7:15am.
• Kindergarten through Grade Two will use the doors 

located near the cafeteria to enter the building. 
• Grades Three through Five will enter through the 

main o�ce doors.
• Middle School will enter through the Gym doors. 
• At the door entrance, students will be randomly 

assessed visually and temperatures taken.
• All students will be sent to their Home Room upon 

entering.
• When the students arrive at Home Room, ALL 

students will have temperatures taken.

At dismissal:
• Students assigned to busses will be dismissed first. 
• After bus riders are gone, car riders and walkers will 

be dismissed.
• Parents picking up their child must remain across the 

street from the school and students will be release to 
the parent.

Physical Spacing Update
I wanted to bring you all up to date regarding the issues 
of spacing at the school for the year. As outlined in our 
COVID-19 Response plan, we are operating under the 
guidelines given to us from PDE and the Diocese, in 
addition the following was shared by our school nurse, 
Mrs. Trina Howells:

Physical Distancing Measures 
Physical distancing, sometimes referred to as social 
distancing, is simply the act of keeping people separated 
with the goal of limiting spread of contagion between 
individuals. It is fundamental to lowering the risk of 
spread of SARS-CoV-2, as the primary mode of 
transmission is through respiratory droplets by persons 
in close proximity. There is a conflict between optimal 
academic and social/emotional learning in schools and 
strict adherence to current physical distancing 
guidelines. For example, the CDC recommends that 
schools “space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when 
feasible.” In many school settings, 6 feet between 
students is not feasible without drastically limiting the 
number of students. 
 
With this in mind, we are implementing the following:
1. I have hired (will be hiring) two and possibly three 

new teachers to reduce class size. The break point I 
have been using is 22 students in a room and I split 
the class.

2. We have configured our classes to conform with the 
six-foot spacing measuring from the middle of the 
student desk to the middle of the next student desk.

3. We are working with Fr. Torquato to develop a Mass 
schedule.

4. We will have 3 lunch periods accommodating 55 
students per lunch. Students will be seated facing 
one direction, with 4 feet of spacing between the 
next child.
a. Kindergarten and First Grade, 11:05am in the 

Cafeteria
b. Second and Third Grade, 11:35am in the Cafeteria
c. Fourth and Fifth Grade, 12:05pm in the Cafeteria
d. Middle School will use the Courtyard as a first 

choice and the Gym during inclement weather at 
12:05pm.

5. Directional arrows are being placed to control the 
flow of student tra�c.

6. Seating will be made available in the courtyard for 
teachers to take their classes for daily instruction. 
While outside and social distancing, students may 
remove their mask.

7. Guidelines will be sent home discussing drop o� and 
pickup of students.

Many thanks to all our parish members and families who 
join us each Sunday for the Sacred Liturgy at both Saint 
Philip and Ascension churches! Our average weekend 
attendance is nearly 400 individuals and continues to 
increase each week. It is very good for us to gather in 
prayer, in thanksgiving, and in celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper. And yes, we continue to practice pandemic 
precautions, and we encourage everyone to sanitize their 
hands and wear masks for the safety of everyone gathered.  
Know that you’re also welcome to join us!  We can admit 
up to 150 members at Saint Philip for each Mass, and we 
can welcome up to 100 members at Ascension.  Please visit 
the parish internet site or call the parish o�ce this week to 
reserve places for yourself and your family in our Liturgies.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather together for the Sunday Liturgies here in 
our parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. You’ll appreciate and 
enjoy our weekday Mass as well as the company of those 
who also participate!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

The old Saint Philip Parish convent has been removed, 
but I know that countless memories and stories of the 
Sisters of Charity of Greensburg and their ministry, teach-
ing, school administration, and community life at Saint 
Philip Parish will be part of this faith community for years 
to come. We will be looking to have a good memorial 
tribute to the Sisters of Charity of Greensburg in the 
coming months.

As for the old convent property, once the ground has 
settled and become solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds 
to create handicapped parking spaces and regular park-
ing spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of 
course, Angel Way will remain with us and will be rede-
signed eventually to provide safer access to the court-
yard, church, school, and rectory.

Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program.

Yes, we’re planning to begin the school year this Tuesday, 
September 8, and to begin the Catechetical Year later in 
September.  All our plans have been made in conjunction 
with the Diocese of Pittsburgh as well as with our neigh-
boring Catholic schools in the new South Region. All 
precautions will be taken to safeguard the health and 
safety of all our students and sta�.  

Our Faith Formation (CCD) program will make use of Kelty 
Hall underneath Saint Philip Church, and classes will meet 
on a rotating Monday evening schedule. For further infor-
mation about our school and our religious education 
program, contact their respective o�ces this week.

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness and your generosity to our parish community, to one 
another, to those in need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato

Monday of this week is Labor Day, a day set aside to 
recognize the importance and dignity of our work. Plan 
on joining us at Saint Philip Church for the 8:00am Mass.

Please Note that the Parish O�ces will be closed in 
observance of the holiday.

In the Catholic tradition, work is not a burden, not just how 
we make a living. Work is a way of supporting our family, 
realizing our dignity, promoting the common good, and 
participating in God’s creation. This means often doing the 
ordinary well, making the most of our talents and opportuni-
ties, treating others fairly and with dignity, and working with 
integrity and creativity. Believers should be encouraged to 
choose their work based on how they can best use the gifts 
God has given them.  
–United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

NEXT WEEKEND – SPECIAL COLLECTION
Catholic schooling is the most e�ective way to ensure 
that our Catholic Faith is passed on for future genera-
tions. For some parents a Catholic education is not 
attainable for their children without tuition assistance.  
You can help these parents, their children and your 
Church with a generous gift to next weekend’s special 
collection for the Bishop’s Education Fund. All the 
money collected will help these families to meet the 
rising cost of tuition in our Catholic schools.

PARISH FLEA MARKET

We are sorry to announce that due to the current 
pandemic, our Parish Fall Flea Market has been 
canceled. We look forward to rescheduling this 
popular event when conditions are more favorable.

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!
If you are unable to attend Mass, you may mail your 
weekly o�ering to the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry Street, 
Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it o� in the mail box located 
outside the main o�ce door.  St. Philip Parish also o�ers 
the option for ONLINE GIVING.  

PARISH OFFICES 
The Parish O�ces are closed until further notice for all 
in-person business. The o�ces may be contacted by 
phone Monday through Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm. 

HELP WANTED
A part-time school nurse is needed for St. Philip School,  
very flexible schedule.
A cafeteria aid is needed at our school, Monday through 
Friday from 10:30am to 1:00pm.
If interested or to obtain further information, please 
contact the school o�ce at 412-928-2742, ext. 4.

JUST A REMINDER. . .
Sunday Masses 

• 25% Occupancy:  150 (SP) & 100 (A) may gather at each 
Mass as per the directives of the Diocese.

Attendees at every Mass should:
• Enter church no earlier than 30 minutes before Mass 
through the Courtyard Door (St. Philip) and Main 
Doors (Ascension).

• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.
• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families 
may sit together).

• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
  (The church will be sanitized after each Mass).

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS
www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq
Reservations accepted by phone from those without 
internet access on Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am 
to 12:00 noon. Call the parish o�ce at 412-922-6300, x 5.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
As Christian adults, we have a moral and legal responsi-
bility to protect the spiritual, emotional and physical 
well-being of children as they participate in activities 
sponsored by our diocese, our parish and our school.  
We must ensure that these children, in the care of the 

Church, be provided with an environment which is safe and nurturing 
and that they not be place in any danger.  To this end, it is the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh’s policy that no one may volunteer or minister at a parish until 
a volunteer application is submitted and all background checks are com-
pleted and results received.

Even though parish activities and events have been temporarily halted, 
we must continue to keep current the information of those ministering 
and volunteering in the parish in the diocesan database.  (For instance, the 
PA Child Abuse History Clearance and waivers or fingerprints must be 
renewed every 5 years.) 

If you receive a renewal application or any other documents, please com-
plete and return the paperwork to Maureen Takach, Safe Environment 
Coordinator as soon as possible.  We know that these requirements are an 
inconvenience but we must remain compliant with diocesan and state 
policy.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

HELP NEEDED
Additional help is needed to sanitize the church after weekday and week-
end Masses as well as funerals. Also needed are individuals to check-in 
weekend Mass attendees. If you can lend a hand, please contact the parish 
o�ce.

END OF LIFE CARE
Human life is a gift from God. As Christians, we accept this gift with full 
responsibility and dignity. That same responsibility should be assumed if 
faced with a life-limiting illness. Catholic Hospice, a non-profit,                
Medicare-certified hospice program, upholds Catholic doctrine while 
providing quality comfort care when curative treatments are no longer an 
option. Serving the community members in their homes throughout 
Allegheny, Beaver and Butler Counties, Catholic Hospice is the area’s 
faith-based end of life care provider. For more information, including 
volunteer opportunities, please call 1-866-933-6221.

DID YOU KNOW?
While the Catholic Church allows for cremation, it still guards against 
situations where cremains are not given proper respect. As the Rite states, 
“the cremated remains of a body should be treated with the same respect 
given to the human body from which they come.” This respect includes a 
proper burial. As the Rite continues, “The cremated remains should be 
buried in a grave or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium. The prac-
tice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on the 
ground, or keeping cremated remains in the home of a relative or friend 
of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church requires.” 
Reverence for the body, therefore, is the underlying reason why the 
Church opposes the above practices, which would also include distribut-
ing cremains to be worn in jewelry. Our bodies, and the remains of our 
bodies, are not mere objects or commodities; rather, they have dignity 
that demand respect and reverence.

GREEN TREE AUTO BODY

Thank you for helping to underwrite the 
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
Program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all for your support of the 
GRACE Program.

Welcome to the 2020-2021 School Year
As we begin the new school year, we are doing our very 
best to o�er a sound academic experience while 
protecting our children, teachers and sta� from 
infection. Many physical measures and protocols  have 
been put in place to assure this outcome. 19 students are 
attending school virtually from home. Below are just 
some of the actions we are taking to cope with this 
situation.

COVID-19 Decisions/Policy/and FAQ

1. A consistent question that keeps coming up is, “What 
protocols do you have in place to screen for possible 
cases in students and faculty?”
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Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the Labor Day 
holiday and the month of September! I hope that you and 
everyone in our parish community are healthy and doing 
well. Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination 
and an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness. 
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith and life as a com-
munity, as families, and as individuals before 2021 arrives!

Living well with Jesus and with one another.

This is what our daily life should be all about: living each 
day close to Jesus and to one another. Does this thought 
occur to you in your daily living? It probably isn’t first 
and foremost in the minds of most Catholic Christians, 
but we are all called to live each day with Jesus and with 
the other disciples and church members in this local faith 
community. Our participation in the life and work of 
Jesus – as well as in the life, work, and community of our 
fellow church members – is meant to be primary in our 
own lives… but this will be the case only if we point our 
lives in that direction.  

Unfortunately, many people give little thought to the 
Lord in their lives until some crisis comes their way.    
Then they ask where Jesus is and where he’s been all this 
time. Well, in fact, Jesus is always with us in his Holy 
Spirit, and he invites us to participate in his life and in his 
holy people every day and every year of our lives! It’s 
good to give this some thought. It’s good to know that 
the Lord is calling you – and each of us – to be a dedicated 
and ‘intentional’ disciple who directs your life, thoughts, 
and discipleship toward him and his Kingdom every day!   
Jesus wants to always be with us. May we, in turn, be 
close to him and remain with him in our individual lives 
and as members of his chosen people. God bless!

Have a very good Labor Day holiday!

As a nation, we’re very fortunate that our labor and 
accomplishments are honored with the national holiday 

of Labor Day tomorrow, September 7.  Promoted genera-
tions ago to honor all who work, the Labor Day holiday 
was finally enacted into federal law in 1894.  For 126 years, 
the United States of America have observed Labor Day to 
recognize the working class of our nation as well as all the 
work that is done in our homes and in countless places.

We may not give our own labors much thought, but most 
Americans are truly hard-working and industrious.  
Throughout our nation’s history, and especially after the 
Second World War, we have developed our country and 
many other lands through our hard work so that we and 
so many peoples of the world may live well and with 
dignity.  May we be grateful for all the work done by our 
ancestors, and may we truly honor the e�orts that each 
of us makes  at home and at work every day to provide 
for our families, for ourselves, and for the well-being of 
our nation and our world!

Just in case someone asks you.

I usually presume that all members of our parish and all 
Catholic Christians know the basic beliefs of our faith 
along with many of the details of Catholic Christianity 
and the Good News of the Lord Jesus.  Our Catholic faith 
and life are indeed tremendous treasures that are com-
prised of so many amazing facets – just like a diamond.

At the same time, as a pastor, I like to share this simple 
reminder with everyone who reads the bulletin.  As Cath-
olic Christians, our three most basic beliefs are these:  

1.) DIVINITY.  We believe there is One Eternal God in Three 
Divine Persons (God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit) as revealed to us by Jesus of Nazareth;   
2.)  INCARNATION. The Son of God became fully human 
in Jesus of Nazareth thus joining together both the Divine 
and humanity; and 3.) RESURRECTION. The Lord Jesus 
was raised from the dead three days after his crucifixion 
and death on the cross, and Jesus’ Resurrection gives us 
hope for our own Resurrection and Eternal Life.

Again, there are many, many wonderful beliefs in our 
Catholic Christian faith, yet it’s always good to see every-
thing in the context of these three basic beliefs:  Divinity, 
Incarnation, and Resurrection. I’ll have more to share 
with you next week.  God bless!

Thank you for participating in our Sunday Liturgy!

• All faculty will self-monitor their temperature daily.
• Faculty will follow the decision tree established as a 
part of our response plan.

2. Student arrival and departure - Social distancing and 
masks will be observed while on campus.
Our procedure during the arrival of students will be:
• Students may begin to enter at 7:15am.
• Kindergarten through Grade Two will use the doors 

located near the cafeteria to enter the building. 
• Grades Three through Five will enter through the 

main o�ce doors.
• Middle School will enter through the Gym doors. 
• At the door entrance, students will be randomly 

assessed visually and temperatures taken.
• All students will be sent to their Home Room upon 

entering.
• When the students arrive at Home Room, ALL 

students will have temperatures taken.

At dismissal:
• Students assigned to busses will be dismissed first. 
• After bus riders are gone, car riders and walkers will 

be dismissed.
• Parents picking up their child must remain across the 

street from the school and students will be release to 
the parent.

Physical Spacing Update
I wanted to bring you all up to date regarding the issues 
of spacing at the school for the year. As outlined in our 
COVID-19 Response plan, we are operating under the 
guidelines given to us from PDE and the Diocese, in 
addition the following was shared by our school nurse, 
Mrs. Trina Howells:

Physical Distancing Measures 
Physical distancing, sometimes referred to as social 
distancing, is simply the act of keeping people separated 
with the goal of limiting spread of contagion between 
individuals. It is fundamental to lowering the risk of 
spread of SARS-CoV-2, as the primary mode of 
transmission is through respiratory droplets by persons 
in close proximity. There is a conflict between optimal 
academic and social/emotional learning in schools and 
strict adherence to current physical distancing 
guidelines. For example, the CDC recommends that 
schools “space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when 
feasible.” In many school settings, 6 feet between 
students is not feasible without drastically limiting the 
number of students. 
 
With this in mind, we are implementing the following:
1. I have hired (will be hiring) two and possibly three 

new teachers to reduce class size. The break point I 
have been using is 22 students in a room and I split 
the class.

2. We have configured our classes to conform with the 
six-foot spacing measuring from the middle of the 
student desk to the middle of the next student desk.

3. We are working with Fr. Torquato to develop a Mass 
schedule.

4. We will have 3 lunch periods accommodating 55 
students per lunch. Students will be seated facing 
one direction, with 4 feet of spacing between the 
next child.
a. Kindergarten and First Grade, 11:05am in the 

Cafeteria
b. Second and Third Grade, 11:35am in the Cafeteria
c. Fourth and Fifth Grade, 12:05pm in the Cafeteria
d. Middle School will use the Courtyard as a first 

choice and the Gym during inclement weather at 
12:05pm.

5. Directional arrows are being placed to control the 
flow of student tra�c.

6. Seating will be made available in the courtyard for 
teachers to take their classes for daily instruction. 
While outside and social distancing, students may 
remove their mask.

7. Guidelines will be sent home discussing drop o� and 
pickup of students.

Many thanks to all our parish members and families who 
join us each Sunday for the Sacred Liturgy at both Saint 
Philip and Ascension churches! Our average weekend 
attendance is nearly 400 individuals and continues to 
increase each week. It is very good for us to gather in 
prayer, in thanksgiving, and in celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper. And yes, we continue to practice pandemic 
precautions, and we encourage everyone to sanitize their 
hands and wear masks for the safety of everyone gathered.  
Know that you’re also welcome to join us!  We can admit 
up to 150 members at Saint Philip for each Mass, and we 
can welcome up to 100 members at Ascension.  Please visit 
the parish internet site or call the parish o�ce this week to 
reserve places for yourself and your family in our Liturgies.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather together for the Sunday Liturgies here in 
our parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. You’ll appreciate and 
enjoy our weekday Mass as well as the company of those 
who also participate!

The removal of the old Saint Philip Convent.

The old Saint Philip Parish convent has been removed, 
but I know that countless memories and stories of the 
Sisters of Charity of Greensburg and their ministry, teach-
ing, school administration, and community life at Saint 
Philip Parish will be part of this faith community for years 
to come. We will be looking to have a good memorial 
tribute to the Sisters of Charity of Greensburg in the 
coming months.

As for the old convent property, once the ground has 
settled and become solid, we’ll look to raise parish funds 
to create handicapped parking spaces and regular park-
ing spaces – along with a much wider driveway. Of 
course, Angel Way will remain with us and will be rede-
signed eventually to provide safer access to the court-
yard, church, school, and rectory.

Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint 
Philip Faith Formation Program.

Yes, we’re planning to begin the school year this Tuesday, 
September 8, and to begin the Catechetical Year later in 
September.  All our plans have been made in conjunction 
with the Diocese of Pittsburgh as well as with our neigh-
boring Catholic schools in the new South Region. All 
precautions will be taken to safeguard the health and 
safety of all our students and sta�.  

Our Faith Formation (CCD) program will make use of Kelty 
Hall underneath Saint Philip Church, and classes will meet 
on a rotating Monday evening schedule. For further infor-
mation about our school and our religious education 
program, contact their respective o�ces this week.

Thank you very much!

Finally, thank you very much, once again, for your good-
ness and your generosity to our parish community, to one 
another, to those in need, and to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
Program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all for your support of the 
GRACE Program.

Welcome to the 2020-2021 School Year
As we begin the new school year, we are doing our very 
best to o�er a sound academic experience while 
protecting our children, teachers and sta� from 
infection. Many physical measures and protocols  have 
been put in place to assure this outcome. 19 students are 
attending school virtually from home. Below are just 
some of the actions we are taking to cope with this 
situation.

COVID-19 Decisions/Policy/and FAQ

1. A consistent question that keeps coming up is, “What 
protocols do you have in place to screen for possible 
cases in students and faculty?”
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• All faculty will self-monitor their temperature daily.
• Faculty will follow the decision tree established as a 
part of our response plan.

2. Student arrival and departure - Social distancing and 
masks will be observed while on campus.
Our procedure during the arrival of students will be:
• Students may begin to enter at 7:15am.
• Kindergarten through Grade Two will use the doors 

located near the cafeteria to enter the building. 
• Grades Three through Five will enter through the 

main o�ce doors.
• Middle School will enter through the Gym doors. 
• At the door entrance, students will be randomly 

assessed visually and temperatures taken.
• All students will be sent to their Home Room upon 

entering.
• When the students arrive at Home Room, ALL 

students will have temperatures taken.

At dismissal:
• Students assigned to busses will be dismissed first. 
• After bus riders are gone, car riders and walkers will 

be dismissed.
• Parents picking up their child must remain across the 

street from the school and students will be release to 
the parent.

Physical Spacing Update
I wanted to bring you all up to date regarding the issues 
of spacing at the school for the year. As outlined in our 
COVID-19 Response plan, we are operating under the 
guidelines given to us from PDE and the Diocese, in 
addition the following was shared by our school nurse, 
Mrs. Trina Howells:

Physical Distancing Measures 
Physical distancing, sometimes referred to as social 
distancing, is simply the act of keeping people separated 
with the goal of limiting spread of contagion between 
individuals. It is fundamental to lowering the risk of 
spread of SARS-CoV-2, as the primary mode of 
transmission is through respiratory droplets by persons 
in close proximity. There is a conflict between optimal 
academic and social/emotional learning in schools and 
strict adherence to current physical distancing 
guidelines. For example, the CDC recommends that 
schools “space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when 
feasible.” In many school settings, 6 feet between 
students is not feasible without drastically limiting the 
number of students. 
 
With this in mind, we are implementing the following:
1. I have hired (will be hiring) two and possibly three 

new teachers to reduce class size. The break point I 
have been using is 22 students in a room and I split 
the class.

2. We have configured our classes to conform with the 
six-foot spacing measuring from the middle of the 
student desk to the middle of the next student desk.

3. We are working with Fr. Torquato to develop a Mass 
schedule.

4. We will have 3 lunch periods accommodating 55 
students per lunch. Students will be seated facing 
one direction, with 4 feet of spacing between the 
next child.
a. Kindergarten and First Grade, 11:05am in the 

Cafeteria
b. Second and Third Grade, 11:35am in the Cafeteria
c. Fourth and Fifth Grade, 12:05pm in the Cafeteria
d. Middle School will use the Courtyard as a first 

choice and the Gym during inclement weather at 
12:05pm.

5. Directional arrows are being placed to control the 
flow of student tra�c.

6. Seating will be made available in the courtyard for 
teachers to take their classes for daily instruction. 
While outside and social distancing, students may 
remove their mask.

7. Guidelines will be sent home discussing drop o� and 
pickup of students.



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
Program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all for your support of the 
GRACE Program.

Welcome to the 2020-2021 School Year
As we begin the new school year, we are doing our very 
best to o�er a sound academic experience while 
protecting our children, teachers and sta� from 
infection. Many physical measures and protocols  have 
been put in place to assure this outcome. 19 students are 
attending school virtually from home. Below are just 
some of the actions we are taking to cope with this 
situation.

COVID-19 Decisions/Policy/and FAQ

1. A consistent question that keeps coming up is, “What 
protocols do you have in place to screen for possible 
cases in students and faculty?”
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Our Lenten Series was enjoyed 
by all who participated. 

A NOTE FROM MARYANN: As we come to the beginning of September, 
we enjoy the beauty of the world around us. However, things are not quite 
the same as in other years. Changes in school attendance, online learning, 
recreational activities and dining are not the same as in the past. But one 
thing remains the same: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” St. Paul 
tells us, “Love is Patient, Love is Kind.” Perhaps as we begin a new school 
year, we can look for a way to demonstrate that we “Love One Another.”

FAITH FORMATION NEWS!   
RCIA: If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the 
Catholic Faith or if you are an adult who is interested in the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, please contact the O�ce of Faith Formation at 
412-922-6388.

CONFIRMATION – NOVEMBER 4: The sacrament of Confirmation for 
students in the 9th grade will be celebrated on November 4 at 7:00pm in  
St. Philip Church. Parents will be called or have been called to a�rm your 
child’s participation. Please remember to forward any sponsor certificates 
still needed by October 1. You will be receiving specific information 
regarding Confirmation in early October.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Our in-person program will be held once a 
month in Kelty Hall on Monday night from 7:00pm to 8:15pm with family 
members invited to participate. Students will be assigned a specific 
Monday according to last name to allow for social distancing. There will be 
a limited number of individuals per week to allow for a safe environment. 
Activity packets for at-home use will be available for the other weeks of the 
month. If you are considering enrolling your child in Religious Education 
or have questions, please call MaryAnn at 412-922-6388.

GENERAL REGISTRATION: There will be a general registration for Religious 
Education on Wednesday, September 23 from 6:30pm to 7:30pm inside    
St. Philip Church. Enter through the courtyard door.

There will be a general registration for Religious Education on Thursday, 
September 24 from 6:30pm to 7:30pm in Ascension Church under the 
canopy.

Religious  
Education

Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education  
412-922-6388 stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

• All faculty will self-monitor their temperature daily.
• Faculty will follow the decision tree established as a 
part of our response plan.

2. Student arrival and departure - Social distancing and 
masks will be observed while on campus.
Our procedure during the arrival of students will be:
• Students may begin to enter at 7:15am.
• Kindergarten through Grade Two will use the doors 

located near the cafeteria to enter the building. 
• Grades Three through Five will enter through the 

main o�ce doors.
• Middle School will enter through the Gym doors. 
• At the door entrance, students will be randomly 

assessed visually and temperatures taken.
• All students will be sent to their Home Room upon 

entering.
• When the students arrive at Home Room, ALL 

students will have temperatures taken.

At dismissal:
• Students assigned to busses will be dismissed first. 
• After bus riders are gone, car riders and walkers will 

be dismissed.
• Parents picking up their child must remain across the 

street from the school and students will be release to 
the parent.

Physical Spacing Update
I wanted to bring you all up to date regarding the issues 
of spacing at the school for the year. As outlined in our 
COVID-19 Response plan, we are operating under the 
guidelines given to us from PDE and the Diocese, in 
addition the following was shared by our school nurse, 
Mrs. Trina Howells:

Physical Distancing Measures 
Physical distancing, sometimes referred to as social 
distancing, is simply the act of keeping people separated 
with the goal of limiting spread of contagion between 
individuals. It is fundamental to lowering the risk of 
spread of SARS-CoV-2, as the primary mode of 
transmission is through respiratory droplets by persons 
in close proximity. There is a conflict between optimal 
academic and social/emotional learning in schools and 
strict adherence to current physical distancing 
guidelines. For example, the CDC recommends that 
schools “space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when 
feasible.” In many school settings, 6 feet between 
students is not feasible without drastically limiting the 
number of students. 
 
With this in mind, we are implementing the following:
1. I have hired (will be hiring) two and possibly three 

new teachers to reduce class size. The break point I 
have been using is 22 students in a room and I split 
the class.

2. We have configured our classes to conform with the 
six-foot spacing measuring from the middle of the 
student desk to the middle of the next student desk.

3. We are working with Fr. Torquato to develop a Mass 
schedule.

4. We will have 3 lunch periods accommodating 55 
students per lunch. Students will be seated facing 
one direction, with 4 feet of spacing between the 
next child.
a. Kindergarten and First Grade, 11:05am in the 

Cafeteria
b. Second and Third Grade, 11:35am in the Cafeteria
c. Fourth and Fifth Grade, 12:05pm in the Cafeteria
d. Middle School will use the Courtyard as a first 

choice and the Gym during inclement weather at 
12:05pm.

5. Directional arrows are being placed to control the 
flow of student tra�c.

6. Seating will be made available in the courtyard for 
teachers to take their classes for daily instruction. 
While outside and social distancing, students may 
remove their mask.

7. Guidelines will be sent home discussing drop o� and 
pickup of students.

BREADCRUMBS: In past years I o�ered a 
section which shared the life of a saint 
or holy person along with spiritual 
words of wisdom from the saints on a 
topic. This week I share the story taken 
from Give Us This Day: Daily Prayer for 
Today’s Catholic of Sister Mary Irene 
Fitzgibbon, Sister of Charity. In the years 
following the Civil War it was estimated 
that as many as 30,000 children were 
homeless in New York City. Sister Mary 
Irene felt something should be done to 
help. With support from the Sisters of 
Charity, she and several other Sisters 
rented a house on East 12th Street, placed 
an empty crib outside the front door 
and waited. In the course of a year, 
1,000 children were dropped at the 
door. Later, Sister Mary Irene 
established a maternity hospital and a 
home for single mothers, enabling them 
if they chose, to keep their babies. For 
Sister Mary Irene, the children and their 
mothers were members of the family of 
God who deserved dignity and loving 
care. Let us look at each person with 
eyes of love, seeing their needs and 
treating them with dignity and loving 
care. If you would like to receive a copy 
of this month’s daily prayer book, 
contact the O�ce of Religious 
Education at 412-922-6388.

MORE BREADCRUMBS: 
Let us remember: 

“All things are possible to him who 
believes, they are less di�cult to him who 
hopes, they are easier to him who loves, 
and still more easy to him who practices 
and perseveres in these three virtues.” 

-Brother Lawrence



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
Program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all for your support of the 
GRACE Program.

Welcome to the 2020-2021 School Year
As we begin the new school year, we are doing our very 
best to o�er a sound academic experience while 
protecting our children, teachers and sta� from 
infection. Many physical measures and protocols  have 
been put in place to assure this outcome. 19 students are 
attending school virtually from home. Below are just 
some of the actions we are taking to cope with this 
situation.

COVID-19 Decisions/Policy/and FAQ

1. A consistent question that keeps coming up is, “What 
protocols do you have in place to screen for possible 
cases in students and faculty?”
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• All faculty will self-monitor their temperature daily.
• Faculty will follow the decision tree established as a 
part of our response plan.

2. Student arrival and departure - Social distancing and 
masks will be observed while on campus.
Our procedure during the arrival of students will be:
• Students may begin to enter at 7:15am.
• Kindergarten through Grade Two will use the doors 

located near the cafeteria to enter the building. 
• Grades Three through Five will enter through the 

main o�ce doors.
• Middle School will enter through the Gym doors. 
• At the door entrance, students will be randomly 

assessed visually and temperatures taken.
• All students will be sent to their Home Room upon 

entering.
• When the students arrive at Home Room, ALL 

students will have temperatures taken.

At dismissal:
• Students assigned to busses will be dismissed first. 
• After bus riders are gone, car riders and walkers will 

be dismissed.
• Parents picking up their child must remain across the 

street from the school and students will be release to 
the parent.

Physical Spacing Update
I wanted to bring you all up to date regarding the issues 
of spacing at the school for the year. As outlined in our 
COVID-19 Response plan, we are operating under the 
guidelines given to us from PDE and the Diocese, in 
addition the following was shared by our school nurse, 
Mrs. Trina Howells:

Physical Distancing Measures 
Physical distancing, sometimes referred to as social 
distancing, is simply the act of keeping people separated 
with the goal of limiting spread of contagion between 
individuals. It is fundamental to lowering the risk of 
spread of SARS-CoV-2, as the primary mode of 
transmission is through respiratory droplets by persons 
in close proximity. There is a conflict between optimal 
academic and social/emotional learning in schools and 
strict adherence to current physical distancing 
guidelines. For example, the CDC recommends that 
schools “space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when 
feasible.” In many school settings, 6 feet between 
students is not feasible without drastically limiting the 
number of students. 
 
With this in mind, we are implementing the following:
1. I have hired (will be hiring) two and possibly three 

new teachers to reduce class size. The break point I 
have been using is 22 students in a room and I split 
the class.

2. We have configured our classes to conform with the 
six-foot spacing measuring from the middle of the 
student desk to the middle of the next student desk.

3. We are working with Fr. Torquato to develop a Mass 
schedule.

4. We will have 3 lunch periods accommodating 55 
students per lunch. Students will be seated facing 
one direction, with 4 feet of spacing between the 
next child.
a. Kindergarten and First Grade, 11:05am in the 

Cafeteria
b. Second and Third Grade, 11:35am in the Cafeteria
c. Fourth and Fifth Grade, 12:05pm in the Cafeteria
d. Middle School will use the Courtyard as a first 

choice and the Gym during inclement weather at 
12:05pm.

5. Directional arrows are being placed to control the 
flow of student tra�c.

6. Seating will be made available in the courtyard for 
teachers to take their classes for daily instruction. 
While outside and social distancing, students may 
remove their mask.

7. Guidelines will be sent home discussing drop o� and 
pickup of students.

THE SEVEN STEPS OF MORNING: This is an inten-
tional prayer that an individual can pray while walking 
around a room. You can also take one of these words each 
day and repeat it whenever you think of it as you walk 
from room to room. Taken from Out of the Ordinary by 
Joyce Rupp:

My first step is that of gratitude... 
 for the gift of another fresh day of life.
My second step is that of love… 
 for God’s love and for all close to me.
My third step is that of hope… 
 for the possibility of each moment.
My fourth step is that of compassion… 
 for all creation and one another.
My fifth step is generosity… 
 for all that shall be asked of me this day.
My sixth step is that of laughter… 
 for all the joys that will refresh my heart.
My seventh step is that of patience… 
 for all the di�cult challenges that may arise.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ENROLLMENT
(In consideration of the Coronavirus and in accordance 
with the Diocesan Directive, parents are asked to sign an 
agreement allowing their children to participate in our 
Religious Education Program.)

Those students wishing to participate in the Religious 
Education Program are asked to complete a registration 
form and an emergency notification form.  Parents of new 
students are asked to provide a copy of the child’s 
baptism certificate, unless the child was baptized at          
St. Philip Parish. Registration fee for materials is $45 for the 
first child and $30 for each additional child for a maxi-
mum fee of $75. Checks are to be made payable to               
St. Philip Parish and are due by the November Sessions. 
Special arrangements can be made by calling the Director 
of Religious Education at 412-922-6388.

Children MUST be enrolled prior to the first session.  No 
registrations will be accepted on Monday evenings due to 
preparation for social distancing for each child and 
family. To obtain a registration form, please call 
412-922-6388 or check the bulletin for information.



GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Rea�rming Catholic Education) 
Program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip 
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from 
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be 
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or 
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in 
September. Thank you to all for your support of the 
GRACE Program.

Welcome to the 2020-2021 School Year
As we begin the new school year, we are doing our very 
best to o�er a sound academic experience while 
protecting our children, teachers and sta� from 
infection. Many physical measures and protocols  have 
been put in place to assure this outcome. 19 students are 
attending school virtually from home. Below are just 
some of the actions we are taking to cope with this 
situation.

COVID-19 Decisions/Policy/and FAQ
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protocols do you have in place to screen for possible 
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12  |  The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

• All faculty will self-monitor their temperature daily.
• Faculty will follow the decision tree established as a 
part of our response plan.

2. Student arrival and departure - Social distancing and 
masks will be observed while on campus.
Our procedure during the arrival of students will be:
• Students may begin to enter at 7:15am.
• Kindergarten through Grade Two will use the doors 

located near the cafeteria to enter the building. 
• Grades Three through Five will enter through the 

main o�ce doors.
• Middle School will enter through the Gym doors. 
• At the door entrance, students will be randomly 

assessed visually and temperatures taken.
• All students will be sent to their Home Room upon 

entering.
• When the students arrive at Home Room, ALL 

students will have temperatures taken.

At dismissal:
• Students assigned to busses will be dismissed first. 
• After bus riders are gone, car riders and walkers will 

be dismissed.
• Parents picking up their child must remain across the 

street from the school and students will be release to 
the parent.

Physical Spacing Update
I wanted to bring you all up to date regarding the issues 
of spacing at the school for the year. As outlined in our 
COVID-19 Response plan, we are operating under the 
guidelines given to us from PDE and the Diocese, in 
addition the following was shared by our school nurse, 
Mrs. Trina Howells:

Physical Distancing Measures 
Physical distancing, sometimes referred to as social 
distancing, is simply the act of keeping people separated 
with the goal of limiting spread of contagion between 
individuals. It is fundamental to lowering the risk of 
spread of SARS-CoV-2, as the primary mode of 
transmission is through respiratory droplets by persons 
in close proximity. There is a conflict between optimal 
academic and social/emotional learning in schools and 
strict adherence to current physical distancing 
guidelines. For example, the CDC recommends that 
schools “space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when 
feasible.” In many school settings, 6 feet between 
students is not feasible without drastically limiting the 
number of students. 
 
With this in mind, we are implementing the following:
1. I have hired (will be hiring) two and possibly three 

new teachers to reduce class size. The break point I 
have been using is 22 students in a room and I split 
the class.

2. We have configured our classes to conform with the 
six-foot spacing measuring from the middle of the 
student desk to the middle of the next student desk.

3. We are working with Fr. Torquato to develop a Mass 
schedule.

4. We will have 3 lunch periods accommodating 55 
students per lunch. Students will be seated facing 
one direction, with 4 feet of spacing between the 
next child.
a. Kindergarten and First Grade, 11:05am in the 

Cafeteria
b. Second and Third Grade, 11:35am in the Cafeteria
c. Fourth and Fifth Grade, 12:05pm in the Cafeteria
d. Middle School will use the Courtyard as a first 

choice and the Gym during inclement weather at 
12:05pm.

5. Directional arrows are being placed to control the 
flow of student tra�c.

6. Seating will be made available in the courtyard for 
teachers to take their classes for daily instruction. 
While outside and social distancing, students may 
remove their mask.

7. Guidelines will be sent home discussing drop o� and 
pickup of students.

Ministries 
& Societies

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE
The extra $600/week in Federal Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Benefits expired at the end of July. The loss of this 
extra benefit meant that people in Pennsylvania had 
their unemployment compensation drastically reduced, 
as the maximum you can receive under the state unem-
ployment system is $572/week. While Congress 
discussed the extension of the extra $600/week bene-
fits, they were unable to reach an agreement.

On August 8, President Trump made an extra $300/week 
in unemployment benefits available through the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, better known as 
FEMA, to those states that apply for a Lost Wages Assis-
tance grant. Pennsylvania recently applied for and was 
awarded this grant.  

In order to qualify for the extra $300/week, you must be 
eligible for at least $100/week in regular unemployment 
benefits, Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Com-
pensation, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, or 
extended unemployment benefits. The extra $300/week 
payments will be retroactive to August 1. However, it is 
unclear how quickly Pennsylvania will be able to get the 
extra benefits distributed to applicants. The end date for 
these benefits is also unknown at this time, but the 
longest that the extra $300/week could be paid is 
December 27, 2020. Stay tuned to uc.pa.gov for more 
information as it becomes available and please share 
this information with others who could benefit from it. 
(www.media.pa.gov/pages/Labor-and-Industry-details. 
aspx?newsid=477)

Last week, your generous donations enabled us to 
provide a single mother of two with $316 toward her gas 
bill, and a grandmother raising several of her grandchil-
dren was given a couch. Thank you for your unending 
support of our friends in need and please continue to 
keep them in your prayers.

If you would like to make a monetary donation or a 
donation of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please mail them 
to the parish o�ce at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 
or donate online by visiting https://saintphilipchurch. 
weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/SaintVincentDe 
Paul. If you would like to make a donation of furniture or 
household goods, please call or text our hotline at 
412-444-8140 or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com. 
If you would like to donate clothing, shoes or accesso-
ries, please place your donation in the blue bins in front 
of the Hope House at St. Philip or in the rear parking lot 
at Ascension, or you can call, text or email us to arrange 
a pickup if you are unable to transport them yourself.  
Please do not place any other items in those bins or leave 
anything outside of them because they will be thrown 
away. Also, we are always looking for volunteers! Any 
donation of your time is extremely valuable to us. If 
you’d like to join us in helping our friends in need or just 
want to learn more, please call, text or email us for more 
information.

As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of 
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.

WALK A MILE WITH US

Join Vincentians of St. Philip Parish
10th Annual Help Thy Neighbor Walk

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2020

We ask you to celebrate St. Vincent de Paul, our 
patron, and walk to show your care and concern 
for our neighbors in the West End.

After the 9:30am Mass at Ascension Worship Site 
(Gather on the lawn in front of the church.) Start 
Time: 11:00am

Route:  We will walk around the church 7x to equal 
a mile.

This site was chosen to insure safety and social 
distancing for all participating. Masks are required.

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED:  
Call SVdP hotline at 412-444-8140 or 

visit: svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com to register.
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JIM & LOU TORCASI
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Windows • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
 922-0543 922-8044Parishioners

 COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh
 412-921-4504 Pharmacy 921-7250

 (412) 928-2757
 www.olandertree.com
 TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
 GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
 STUMP GRINDING
Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

HERSHBERGERHERSHBERGER
STOVER INCSTOVER INC
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

CREMATION SERVICESCREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213(412) 921-0213
170 Noble Ave. • Crafton170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FDJAMES G. STOVER, FD

 A Veteran Owned
 Funeral Home

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
Driveways • Basement Floors

Steps • Sidewalks • etc.
Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway

Stone • Retaining walls • Licensed and Insured
(412) 921-5685

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

www.westhillslaw.com

West Hills Law
412-329-6959

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
 • DUI
 • Personal Injury
 • Estate Planning
 • Estate Administration
 5021 Noblestown Rd.
 Oakdale, PA

“CALL THE DOCTOR”
D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers

(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.
State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs
4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service

email: schuler293@comcast.com website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

45 Years of Quality Service

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
No job too big or too small! We do 

kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't be fooled" p a  l aw  a l l o w s  You t o  Choose your repair shop

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

free
estiMates

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

 GOOD ORTHODONTICS
 Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
 Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.
 “We shall never know all
 the good that a simple
 smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
 Washington Pleasant Hills Mt. Lebanon
 724-225-1114 412-655-4660 412-344-4663

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso 
412.431.0500

Sales • Rentals • Property Management

www.galassorealestate.com

Buyer & Seller Representation 

Serving Entire Pittsburgh Area for Over 60 Years 

Professional Leasing and Rental Property & 
Management Services for Your Investment
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WOLBERT
AUTO BODY & REPAIR

– Family Business –
Serving the community

for over 40 years
 Pennsylvania
 State Inspection
 24-Hour
 Emergency Towing

 922-8898
47 East Crafton Ave.

 Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
 4245 Steubenville Pike
 Pittsburgh, PA 15205

 (412) 922-2171

CRAFTON
SERVICE CENTER

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-922-6265
328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE

Family Owned Since 1959 
 We do PA State Inspections
 and general auto repairs.
 Bus stops at door.

3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309
www.schneidersauto.com

  BRUNI PLUMBING, INCBRUNI PLUMBING, INC
 Thomas Bruni Thomas Bruni
 Registered Master Plumber Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow CertifiedD.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified
412-921-1433412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.
 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705
 John Paul Schwartzmiller,  John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral DirectorFuneral Director • Anthony G. Staab,  • Anthony G. Staab, SupervisorSupervisor

Family OwnedFamily Owned
Since 1886Since 1886

 William F. Conroy PatriCk m. mCGoWan
 Funeral Director/Supervisor Funeral Director

Pre-PlanninG • traditional & Cremation ServiCeS

2944 Chartiers Avenue   Phone: 412-331-5192
www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com

 ~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

 Charles H. Sakai
 Family Dentistry

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411

(412) 596-4346

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–

GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road

(412) 771-4151 McKees Rocks

 Murphy s Family Dentistry
 Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.
 412-331-6712  412-331-6712 
 2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber ShopRege’s Barber Shop
Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner

412-458-5357
3 W. Prospect Ave. 

(across from Ingram Busway)

PAINTING
Interior - Exterior 
35 years experience

(412) 403-2099
Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner

License: PA133887

THIS SPACE IS

Caring Since 1886 Caring Since 1886 

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 Family Owned & Operated
 Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700
4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~
APPLIANCEAPPLIANCE

SERVICE CENTERSERVICE CENTER
tOver 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

“The Appliance Experts”
WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

Flowers For 
All Occasions

600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100
www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

“Do It Right Call”

PAVE-RITE
(412) 264-8404

JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT 
jackand@paverite.net

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA 

150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: 412-257-1779 

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978
www.XtremeTruck.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313
www.bridgevilleappliance.com

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc.
b. david mcdermott, b. david mcdermott, 
supervisor / parishioner supervisor / parishioner 412.921.3661412.921.3661CREMATION OPTIONS

schepnermcdermott.comschepnermcdermott.com

crafton crafton 
pa 15205pa 15205


