Saint Philip
Catholic Parish
The People of God in Crafton, Ingram, Thornburg and Pittsburgh

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2020
Download the bulletin at www.parishesonline.com

PASTORAL STAFF
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday – Friday Hours vary due to pandemic.
Rev. James R. Torquato, Pastor
Rev. John E. Forbidussi, Parochial Vicar
Dr. Brian Dougherty, Saint Philip School Principal
Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Dir. of Religious Education
Ms. Mary Beth Barsh, Music Director
Ms. Dorothy Mancini, Assistant Organist
Ms. Dorothy Kraemer, Office Manager
Ms. Ursula Eberle, Business Coordinator
Ms. Maureen Takach, Administrative Assistant
& Safe Environment Coordinator
Ms. Linda Bey, Religious Education Secretary
Ms. Michele O’Toole, School Secretary
Ms. Chris Archacki, Maintenance
Mr. Richard Hufnagel, Maintenance
Mr. Brian Cox, Maintenance
Ms. Nancy Mehal, Housekeeping

PRIESTS IN RESIDENCE
Rev. Joseph Scheib, Saint Philip Rectory
Rev. Gary Oehmler, Saint Philip Rectory
Rev. James Farnan, Ascension Rectory

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Robert Bertocchi, Frank Bey, Judi Cagley,
Patricia Cygrymus, Barbara Hendrick,
Joseph Hoover, Dolores Leone, Martin Matko,
Patricia McDermott (Co-Chair), Katie Phillips,
David Pilarski (Co-Chair), Mary Schubert
and Richard Schubert.

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL
Benjamin Bannon, Thomas Hipkiss,
Joseph Hoover, Joseph Rynn, Gary Urbatis

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205
parishoffice@saintphilipchurch.org
Saint Philip Office
(412) 922-6300
Saint Philip School
(412) 928-2742
Saint Philip CCD Office
(412) 922-6388
Society of SVdeP
(412) 444-8140

Saint Philip Church
50 West Crafton Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Ascension Church
114 Berry Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Saint Philip School
52 West Crafton Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
www.spsangelway.org

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS: Should be submitted to maureen@saintphilipchurch.org
no later than 12:00pm on Friday to be included in the following week’s bulletin.

MASS SCHEDULE

Masses are held at Saint Philip Church and Ascension Church
LOCATION

TIME

MASS INTENTION

REQUESTED BY

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 — WEEKDAY

CONFESSION
Offered Saturdays from 12:15pm to
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: A seminar is required for
first-time parents. Baptisms are
celebrated on the first and third
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension
Worship Site. Please call the Religious
Education Office at 412-922-6388 for
more information.
Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted
six months in advance of wedding.
Participation in Pre-Cana Program
required. Please contact the Parish
Priests for more information.
Anointing of the Sick: Following a
weekend Mass and on the last
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at
Ascension Worship Site.

Ascension

8:00am

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

Saint Philip

4:00pm (V)

Mary & Edward Stewart

Family

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Coletta Schuler

Schuler & Connell Families

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 — TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Saint Philip

7:00am

Harry & Dorothy Phillips
and Family

Family

Ascension

9:30am

Marguerite Zukowski

Brothers & Sisters

Saint Philip

11:00am

Timothy Megyesy

Family

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 — THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
Saint Philip

8:00am

Daniel, Rose Marie &
Donald Brannan

Brannan Family

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 — OUR LADY OF SORROWS
Ascension

8:00am

Denk & Moses Families

Evelyn

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 — SAINTS CORNELIUS, POPE, & CYPRIAN, BISHOP, MARTYRS
Saint Philip

8:00am

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 — WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Helen & Edward Tuszynski

Marcy & Ed Tuszynski

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 — WEEKDAY
Saint Philip

8:00am

Florence T. Hall

Art & Rhonda Delano

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 — WEEKDAY

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

Ascension

8:00am

Francis A. Leone

Barb Polus

(RCIA): Call the Office of Religious
Education for more information.

Saint Philip

4:00pm (V)

Marilyn Seitz

Husband

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Frank Demma

Helen Demma

Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the
Parish Priests for more information.
Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a
person who has been hurt by abuse from
clergy or others associated with the Church,
the Diocese of Pittsburgh offers assistance
with counseling, spiritual direction and
referrals to other supportive services.
For information, contact our Diocesan Victim
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.
Protecting God’s Children —
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235
CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse
Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 — TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Saint Philip

7:00am

Thomas Kelly

Patrick Kelly

Ascension

9:30am

Joseph Varvaro

Adelle

Saint Philip

11:00am

Natasha Toney

Deb Micheli & Family

SUNDAY COLLECTION
Last Sunday’s Collection totaled: $8,218.25

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

WEEKLY PRAYER
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Notes
from the

Pastor
Greetings everyone, and best wishes for September and
the coming Autumn! I hope that you and your family had
a good Summer – and that you and everyone in our
parish community are healthy and doing well. Please
continue praying for an effective vaccination and an end
to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness. Let’s also
pray for a renewal of our faith and life as a community, as
families, and as individuals before 2021 arrives!
Being human, Christian, understanding, merciful, forgiving
One of the most important lessons that Jesus shares with
us is that each of us – especially all who are His disciples –
should have a heart that is fully human, Christian, understanding, merciful, and forgiving. Jesus and His own
Sacred Heart show us how to have a heart like His – fully
human, close to divine, understanding, merciful, and
forgiving. This world is filled with harshness, darkness,
hatred, and vengeance. Yet we’re much better avoiding
that type of living because it only leads to death – death of
our hearts, death of our lives, death of our souls.
Instead, we’re called to live just like Jesus and be loving,
understanding, patient, kind, merciful, and forgiving. This
is the Christian way of living. This is the best way of being
human. This is the best way of life. To be truly human
means being fully Christian in our love of God and our
kindness toward one another. May we all take Jesus’ teaching seriously and be true Christians who treat each other
very well with goodness, compassion, understanding, and
mercy in all matters of our life together. God bless!
Special days during this week
Every year, September 14 and September 15 are special
days in the Catholic calendar. Tomorrow, we will
celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. It is the day
which commemorates the discovery of the Cross on
which Jesus was crucified. Saint Helen, the mother of the
first Christian emperor, Constantine, is given credit for
finding the True Cross of the Lord. September 14 also
recalls the great importance of the Cross in Jesus’ Death
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and Resurrection as well as the importance of the Cross
in our own lives. It is by Jesus’ Cross that He redeemed
humanity and set us all aright in the eyes of God the
Father. It is by sharing in the Cross – and even death –
that we too will come to Resurrection and new and
eternal life and fulfillment in God. The Cross is that
important to Jesus, to us, and to our eternal salvation!
Next, on September 15, we honor and celebrate Mary as
the Mother of Sorrows. Mary shared in the life, sufferings,
death, and Resurrection of Jesus. Mary’s life had its share
of sorrows just as our lives have plenty of sorrows,
sadness, and troubles. The Blessed Mother stayed with
her Son, Jesus, in all things. In the same way, as our
mother too, Mary stays with us and beside us in our lives
and in all our troubles and sorrows. Mary will always
remain close to us – even in our sorrows and in our
death. In return, may we stay close to Mary in our prayer,
in praying the Rosary, and in our love for her and her
divine Son, Jesus, each and every day!
Were you on holiday last weekend?
Last weekend, for the Labor Day holiday, many were
away from home or were occupied with the holiday
celebration. As such, I’m including this message once
again this week so that more of our members and families might have a chance to read it.
As I wrote last week, I usually presume that all members
of our parish and all Catholic Christians know the basic
beliefs of our faith along with many of the details of Catholic Christianity and the Good News of the Lord Jesus.
Our Catholic faith and life are indeed tremendous
treasures that are comprised of so many amazing facets –
just like a diamond.
At the same time, as a pastor, I like to share this simple
reminder with everyone who reads the bulletin. As Catholic Christians, our three most basic beliefs are these:
1.) DIVINITY. We believe there is One Eternal God in Three
Divine Persons (God the Father, God the Son, and God
the Holy Spirit) as revealed to us by Jesus of Nazareth;
2.) INCARNATION. The Son of God became fully human in
Jesus of Nazareth thus joining together both the Divine
and humanity; and 3.) RESURRECTION. The Lord Jesus
was raised from the dead three days after His crucifixion
and death on the cross, and Jesus’ Resurrection gives us
hope for our own Resurrection and Eternal Life.
Again, there are many, many wonderful beliefs in our

Catholic Christian faith, yet it’s always good to see everything in the context of these three basic beliefs: Divinity,
Incarnation, and Resurrection. I’ll have more to share
with you next week. God bless!
Looking for something to do each morning?
While many gather together for the Sunday Liturgies here
in our parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us
each weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just
sit at home watching television when you can come to
the Liturgy for prayer and for time with other parish
members?
Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at
Saint Philip Church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday at Ascension Church. You’ll appreciate and
enjoy our weekday Mass as well as the company of those
who also participate!
Beginning the Saint Philip School Year as well as the Saint
Philip Faith Formation Program
After six months of learning and studying at home, we’re
very glad to welcome back to our parish school and to
our faith formation program all the students of our
parish families! The school has begun its academic year,
and faith formation classes will also begin in the month
of September. Many thanks go to our parents for the
teaching and catechesis that you’ve provided for your
children and grandchildren during this pandemic. Many
thanks go to our teachers and catechists for all that
you’ve done during this year. Also, many thanks are
extended to all our young students for your patience and
hard work in 2020 to continue learning and growing in
our Catholic faith and our Christian way of living.
Welcome back to all, and best wishes for all your learning
and accomplishments in this new academic and
catechetical year. God bless!
Staying safe during this continuing pandemic
I’m very glad that most people in our area, county, and
state continue to be healthy and unaffected by the Covid
virus pandemic in our world, and I sincerely hope and
pray that everyone will all remain healthy and safe.
Hopefully, an effective vaccine will soon be developed
allowing us all to have confidence that we’ll be protected

in the future from this serious illness.
Please know that we still urge and practice continuous
sanitizing and caution here in our parish community, our
Liturgy, school, and faith formation program, Our generous volunteers and parish staff continue to sanitize the
church and school and all our property frequently and
regularly. We have hand sanitizer in many locations, and
we ask everyone to wear face masks, to maintain a safe
distance, and to refrain from making physical contact.
We’re doing our best to keep everyone safe and healthy. I
hope you’re doing the same at home, at work, and in
public. May the Lord protect us all, and may we soon
move into a healthier and safer 2021.
Enjoy the coming months of Autumn in this wonderful
time of the year!
Best wishes, once again for this week and for the months
ahead as we enter into the Autumn! As always, thank you
very much for your goodness and your generosity to our
parish community, to one another, to those in need, and
to me as the new pastor.
Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish
community now and always!
Yours,
Father Jim Torquato
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Parish
News
SPECIAL COLLECTION
Catholic schooling is the most effective way to ensure
that our Catholic Faith is passed on for future generations. For some parents a Catholic education is not
attainable for their children without tuition assistance.
You can help these parents, their children and your
Church with a generous gift to this week’s special collection for the Bishop’s Education Fund. All the money
collected will help these families to meet the rising cost
of tuition in our Catholic schools.
DID YOU KNOW?
Eucharistic Holy Hour with Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament and Benediction is held every First Saturday
of the month at Ascension Worship Site following the
8:00am Mass.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is held the last
Saturday of the month at Ascension Worship Site following the 8:00am Mass.

PARISH FLEA MARKET

We are sorry to announce that due to the
current pandemic, our Parish Fall Flea
Market has been canceled. We look forward
to rescheduling this popular event when
conditions are more favorable.
PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!
If you are unable to attend Mass, you may mail your
weekly offering to the Parish Office at 114 Berry Street,
Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it off in the mail box located
outside the main office door. St. Philip Parish also offers
the option for ONLINE GIVING.
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PARISH OFFICES
The Parish Offices are closed until further notice for all
in-person business. The offices may be contacted by
phone Monday through Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm.
JUST A REMINDER. . .
Sunday Masses
• 25% Occupancy: 150 (SP) & 100 (A) may gather at each
Mass as per the directives of the Diocese.
Attendees at every Mass should:
• Enter church no earlier than 30 minutes before Mass
through the Courtyard Door (St. Philip) and Main
Doors (Ascension).
• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.
• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families
may sit together).
• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
(The church will be sanitized after each Mass).
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS

www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq
Reservations accepted by phone from those without
internet access on Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am
to 12:00 noon. Call the parish office at 412-922-6300, x 5.
SAFE ENVIRONMENT
As Christian adults, we have a moral and legal responsibility to protect the spiritual, emotional and physical
well-being of children as they participate in activities
sponsored by our diocese, our parish and our school.
We must ensure that these children, in the care of the
Church, be provided with an environment which is safe
and nurturing and that they not be place in any danger.
To this end, it is the Diocese of Pittsburgh’s policy that no
one may volunteer or minister at a parish until a volunteer application is submitted and all background checks
are completed and results received.
Even though parish activities and events have been
temporarily halted, we must continue to keep current
the information of those ministering and volunteering in
the parish in the diocesan database. (For instance, the PA
Child Abuse History Clearance and waivers or fingerprints must be renewed every 5 years.)
If you receive a renewal application or any other documents, please complete and return the paperwork to

Maureen Takach, Safe Environment Coordinator as soon as possible. We
know that these requirements are an inconvenience but we must remain
compliant with diocesan and state policy. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

Rest in Peace

We offer our sympathy to the family of Ralph
Norman who passed into eternal life. Please
keep him in your prayers.

HELP NEEDED
Additional help is needed to sanitize the church after weekday and weekend
Masses as well as funerals. Also needed are individuals to check-in weekend
Mass attendees. If you can lend a hand, please contact the parish office.
END OF LIFE CARE
—a AROUND
COMMUNITY
Human life is
gift from God. AsTHE
Christians,
we accept this gift—
with full
responsibility and dignity. That same responsibility should be assumed if
faced with a life-limiting illness. Catholic Hospice, a non-profit Medicare-cerHELP WANTED – ANGELS’ PLACE
tified hospice program, upholds Catholic doctrine while providing quality
Star 4 and NAEYC Accredited centers seeking Full-Time Early
comfort care when curative treatments are no longer an option. Serving the
Childhood Education Lead Teachers for locations on the North
community members in their homes throughout Allegheny, Beaver and Butler
Side and Swissvale. Angels’ Place is a nonprofit comprehensive
Counties, Catholic Hospice is the area’s faith-based end of life care provider.
early childhood education and family support program that
For more information, including volunteer opportunities, call 1-866-933-6221.
provides child care and related services to single, low-income,
full-time students and working parents. EOE.

Please welcome into our faith family... Tessa
Novak Finnegan, daughter of Shaun and
Bethany Novak Finnegan and Axel Gerard
Schutz, son of Matthew Gerard and
Elizabeth Rachel Beall Schutz, who received
the Life of Christ in Baptism in our parish on
August 30. May they grow in wisdom, age
and grace.

Qualifications:
• Associate’s or Bachelor’s Degree in ECE or related field
• Experience working with families who face at-risk challenges
• Clearances and Health Appraisal
• Valid Driver’s License preferred.
• Ability to lift up to 50 lbs
We Offer: Medical, Dental, Vision & Life Insurance; Paid Vacation,
Sick, Personal and Holidays; Free Meals/Parking; and Education
and Training Opportunities.
If you enjoy working with children and would like an opportunity
to make a real impact on the lives of children and parents, and to
work in a warm, supportive environment, please email resumes
and references to: angelsplacepittsburgh@gmail.com. Learn more
at: www.angelsplacepgh.org.
BISHOP CANEVIN BINGO
Until regular bingo resumes, Bishop Canevin offers an Instant
Ticket event every Saturday night from 7:00pm to 9:30pm. You
can sit inside or outside. All CDC recommendations are followed
including temperature checks at the door.
Also offered is a ZOOM online bingo every Monday from 7:00pm
to 8:30pm. You can purchase bingo cards at the Saturday night
ticket event on Monday from 5:00pm to 6:30pm. Prizes are based
on amount sold. For more information, visit our website at
bingo-at-bc.com.

Sanctuary

Lamp

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns
In Loving Memory of James Glaser
Offered by Wife, Alice
This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension
burns In Loving Memory of
Margaret & Paul O’Donovan
Offered by Maureen O’Donovan

ADVERTISER
of the Week
PAVE RITE
Thank you for helping to underwrite the
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.
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Around
Diocese and
the

Community
PRE-MARRIAGE CLASSES
The Diocese of Pittsburgh offers pre-marriage classes
every other month. They are taught by a priest and an
experienced married couple. These classes generally
meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Each couple is
required to attend four Tuesdays or four Thursdays. The
topics included are marriage as a vocation and as a
sacrament, communication and conflict resolution,
morality, and sex and sexuality.
A schedule of these classes and a registration form can be
found on the Diocesan website homepage at the bottom:
www.diopitt.org.
There are also pre-marriage classes offered at various
parishes throughout the Diocese during the year. A
schedule of these classes can be obtained by contacting
the Office for Adult and Family Faith Formation at
412-456-3160 or familylife@diopitt.org.
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RETROUVAILLE — A LIFELINE FOR TROUBLED
MARRIAGES
Retrouvaille, a French word meaning “rediscovery,” is a
weekend specifically geared for couples with difficult
and painful marital problems. Retrouvaille offers hope
and help to couples considering separation as well as
those already separated or divorced that want to take
another look at their marriage commitment.
Retrouvaille has helped hundreds of couples in
Pittsburgh and tens of thousands of couples worldwide
heal their marriage. For more information, call
412-277-3434; or E-mail: 3041@retrouvaille.org; or visit:
www.helpourmarriage.com.
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend is a renewal
time for couples in opening up new pathways of
communication and commitment to their own vocation.
The weekend allows time for married couples to escape
the everyday distractions of life to focus attention solely
on each other.
Couples are able to restore their communication, renew
their commitment and rekindle the romance from the
early days of their marriage during their own personal
sharing. For more information, call 412-635-7775 or visit
www.wwme-pittsburgh.org.

St. Philip
School
News
GRACE PROGRAM
The GRACE (Gifts Reaffirming Catholic Education)
Program presents an open invitation for the St. Philip
School and Parish Communities to request prayers from
the school children. Requests for enrollment may be
made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or
may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the
school office at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA
15205. Summer enrollments will be remembered in
September. Thank you to all for your support of the
GRACE Program.
MEET OUR NEW TEACHERS
Miss Meghan Heymann, Sixth
Grade - Section B, Middle School
Science
“Everyday is a brand new day!”
This will be my first year
teaching, and I’m excited to start
it here at SPS!
Education/Certifications:
• Bachelor of Arts in Middle
Childhood Education from
the University of Mount Union
• Minor in Mathematics for Education
• Concentration in Science
• PA Certifications in: Middle Grades 4-8 Mathematics,
Middle Grades 4-8 Science, General Science 7-12,
Google Certified Level 1 Educator
Mrs. Carly Jozwiakowski,
Fourth Grade - Section B
“Creating a strong bond with
students and families allows the
classroom to feel like home.”
Education / Certifications:
• Bachelor’s in Early
Childhood Education
(Clarion University)
• Certification in
pre-kindergarten through sixth grade

• Active Shooter and Bomb Threat Certified
• First Aid, AED and CPR Certified
• A.L.I.C.E Trained
Experience:
• 5 years teaching in school setting at Coddlers,
Chartiers Valley and South Fayette
• 4 years teaching in religious education program at
St. Patrick Parish
Ms. Carrie Gallagher, Second
Grade - Section A
“I am very excited to be a part of St.
Philips School. I am honored to be
called by God to lead the children
to His table by celebrating the
Sacraments of Reconciliation and
First Holy Communion.”
Education/ Certifications:
• Master’s Degree in Early
Childhood Education (California University of PA)
• Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education (Ohio
Dominican University)
Experience:
• I grew up in Columbus, Ohio. Before starting my
family, I taught full-day kindergarten there.
• After having 3 beautiful children, I returned to
teaching as a preschool teacher. I taught preschool
for many years before going back to teaching in an
elementary school.
• After our family relocated to PA in 2007, I went back
to school to earn my Master’s Degree in Early
Childhood.
• In 2014 I joined the staff of St. Patrick School in
Canonsburg where I taught second grade for five
years.
Mr. Shawn Prinkey
“I’m excited to complete my first
year teaching here at St. Philip
School. I hope to make a lasting
impact on my students.”
Education/Certifications:
• Bachelor of Science in
Education
• Grades 4-6, All Subjects
• Grades 7-8, Math and Social
Studies
Experience:
• Student taught 6th Grade Math at Elizabeth Forward
School District
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• Day-to-Day Substitute at Elizabeth Forward School
District

At dismissal:
• Students assigned to busses will be dismissed first.
• After bus riders are gone, car riders and walkers will
be dismissed.
• Parents picking up their child must remain across the
street from the school and students will be release to
the parent.
PHYSICAL SPACING UPDATE
I wanted to bring you all up to date regarding the issues
of spacing at the school for the year. As outlined in our
COVID-19 Response Plan, we are operating under the
guidelines given to us from PDE and the Diocese, in
addition the following Physical Distancing Measures
was shared by our school nurse, Mrs. Trina Howells:

WELCOME TO THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR
As we begin the new school year, we are doing our very
best to offer a sound academic experience while
protecting our children, teachers, and staff from infection.
Many physical measures and protocols have been put in
place to assure this outcome. 19 students are attending
school virtually from home. Below are just some of the
actions we are taking to cope with this situation.
COVID-19
Decisions/Policy/and FAQ
1. A consistent question that keeps coming up is, “What
protocols do you have in place to screen for possible
cases in students and faculty?”
• All faculty will self-monitor their temperature daily.
• Faculty will follow the decision tree established as a
part of our response plan.
2. Student arrival and departure. Social distancing and
masks will be observed while on campus. Our
procedure during the arrival of students will be:
• Students may begin to enter at 7:15am.
• Kindergarten through Grade Two will use the doors
located near the cafeteria to enter the building.
• Grades Three through Five will enter through the
main office doors.
• Middle School will enter through the Gym doors.
• At the door entrance, students will be randomly
assessed visually and temperatures taken.
• All students will be sent to their Home Room upon
entering.
• When the students arrive at Home Room, ALL
students will have temperatures taken.
10 | Week of September 13, 2020

Physical distancing, sometimes referred to as social
distancing, is simply the act of keeping people
separated with the goal of limiting spread of
contagion between individuals. It is fundamental to
lowering the risk of spread of SARS-CoV-2, as the
primary mode of transmission is through
respiratory droplets by persons in close proximity.
There is a conflict between optimal academic and
social/emotional learning in schools and strict
adherence to current physical distancing guidelines.
For example, the CDC recommends that schools
“space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when
feasible.” In many school settings, 6 feet between
students is not feasible without drastically limiting
the number of students.
With this in mind, we are implementing the following:
1. I have hired new teachers to reduce class size. The
break point I have been using is 22 students in a
room and I split the class.
2. We have configured our classes to conform with the
six-foot spacing measuring from the middle of the
student desk to the middle of the next student desk.
3. We are working with Fr. Torquato to develop a Mass
schedule.
4. We will have 3 lunch periods accommodating 55
students per lunch. Students will be seated facing
one direction, with 4 feet of spacing between the
next child.
a. Kindergarten and First Grade, 11:05am in the
Cafeteria.
b. Second and Third Grade, 11:35am in the Cafeteria.
c. Fourth and Fifth Grade, 12:05pm in the Cafeteria.

d. Middle School at 12:05pm will use the Courtyard as
a first choice and the Gym during inclement
weather.
5. Directional arrows are being placed to control the
flow of student traffic.
6. Seating will be made available in the courtyard for
teachers to take their classes for daily instruction.
While outside and social distancing, students may
remove their mask.
7. Guidelines will be sent home discussing drop off and
pickup of students.
FAREWELL TO THREE FACULTY
Mrs. Cathy Huth: After many dedicated years of teaching
and service to the SPS Community, Mrs. Huth has decided
to retire. Over the years Cathy has served in many
capacities in the school and most recently as the
technology instructor, bus coordinator, assistant
principal, and most important across her entire career…
a CATHOLIC SCHOOL TEACHER. Mrs. Huth will be greatly
missed, but not far away as she has agreed to continue to
assist in several areas such as the GRACE Program and our
web page and public relations efforts. THANK YOU,
Cathy, for all you have done for the school, our faculty,
students and our community.
Mrs. Heather Ravenstahl: After a career that has
stretched over twenty years at St. Philip, Heather has
taken her career in another direction and recently
accepted a position with the Carlynton School District.
Heather will be missed in the classroom, the halls and
throughout our school community. In her many years of
service, Heather had established herself as a dedicated
faculty member and strong supporter of St. Philip School
and Church. Among the many activities Heather led in
our school, we are most thankful for her dedication to
our second-grade students as she prepared and led them
through the Sacrament of First Holy Communion. THANK
YOU, Heather for all you have done for the school, our
faculty, students and our community.
Mrs. Virginia Roth: Mrs. Roth had submitted her
resignation in April. She will be missed by all at SPS.
Having served as the physical education instructor for
many years with the YMCA and as a part of our faculty,
Mrs. Roth made class interesting, exciting and engaging.
It is my understanding that Mrs. Roth will continue her
career as a referee. Thank you for your service to our
students and our community.
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Religious
Education
Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education
412-922-6388
stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

A NOTE FROM MARYANN: A blessed September to one and all. This
week’s Gospel calls us to forgive one another and to rely upon God’s mercy
toward us. Pope Francis, in his book, Meeting Jesus in the Sacraments
notes, “Forgiveness is not the fruit of our own efforts but rather a gift. It is
a gift of the Holy Spirit who fills us with the wellspring of mercy and of
grace.” Sometimes, the most difficult person to forgive is ourselves. At
other times, we are challenged to forgive a deep hurt. The Holy Spirit is
always waiting to help us if we ask. Let us ask the Holy Spirit to fill our
hearts with God’s love this week.
FAITH FORMATION NEWS!
RCIA: If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the
Catholic Faith or if you are an adult who is interested in the Sacrament of
Confirmation, contact the Office of Faith Formation at 412-922-6388.
BAPTISM REQUEST: Baptisms are once again being scheduled. If you
would like to have your child baptized, contact MaryAnn at 412-922-6388.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Reminders were sent out last week regarding
registration for our Monday Night Religious Education Program. If you
received a registration form, you are asked to return it as soon as possible
so that we might arrange for safe social distancing during the sessions. If
you would like a registration form, please call MaryAnn at 412-922-6388.
There is a meeting for all parents of 8th grade 2021 Confirmation Candidates on Monday evening, September 28 at 7:00pm in Ascension Church.
Requirements for the Sacrament of Confirmation, Yearly Schedule and
General Information related to the Sacrament will be discussed. Attendance is required as an application for the Sacrament will be given during
the meeting. Candidates are welcome to attend along with their parents.
Help Thy Neighbor Walk, sponsored by the St. Vincent de Paul Society, will
be held on Sunday, September 27 immediately following the 9:30am Mass
at Ascension. 7th and 8th grade students in both St. Philip School and public
schools are encouraged to participate. Although all grades and families are
welcome, attendance and participation by 7th and 8th grade students fulfills
one of the Service Projects in preparation for Confirmation. To receive an
application or for more information, call the Office of Religious Education
at 412-922-6388. Please register by Sunday, September 20.
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BREADCRUMBS: This week we
celebrate The Exaltation of the Holy
Cross on September 14 and Our Lady
of Sorrows on September 15. Father
Ron Rolheiser in his book, The Passion
and the Cross notes the most important thing to notice about the “Sorrowful Mother” when he writes the
following:

As Jesus was dying, the Gospels tell us
that Mary, his mother, stood under
the cross. In the Gospels, after Jesus,
Mary is the most important person to
watch. She’s the model of discipleship,
the only one who gets it right. What
is she doing while standing under the
cross? On the surface, it seems she
isn’t doing anything at all: she
doesn’t speak, she doesn’t even
protest. But at a deeper level, she is
radiating all that is the opposite of
the crucifixion: gentleness, understanding, forgiveness, peace, light.
During this week and during these
times, we can ask ourselves: How can
I be like Mary? What can I do to
understand? What can I do to bring
about peace? How can I be gentle
with myself and others? How can I
share the Love of Jesus?

This Sunday’s Bible Readings

MORE BREADCRUMBS: On September 15, we also celebrate the Feast
of Saint Catherine of Genoa, a mystic. Born into a wealthy family,
Catherine spent her early life in an arranged marriage that left her
depressed and unhappy. She suffered chronic depression as she
tried to engage in frivolous activities. At the age of 25, she experienced the divine compassion of Jesus and began to dedicate herself
to God’s work. She began to volunteer in the local hospital and later
became hospital administrator. She was administrator during an
outbreak of the plague that killed four fifths of the city. In her later
years, others were attracted to her charity and spiritual wisdom.
She was canonized in 1737. During these times of pandemic, let us
pray to Saint Catherine to inspire us and help us face our fears, similar fears that she herself experienced. “In God is my being, my me, my
strength, my beatitude, my good and my delight.”

On September 17, we celebrate the Feast of Saint Robert Ballarmine.
He was an Italian Jesuit Priest and Cardinal of the Church. He was
known as a Professor and Preacher and is one of the Doctors of the
Church. “Charity is that with which no man is lost and without which no
man is saved.” He was canonized in 1930.
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Ministries
& Societies
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE
September is normally the time of year that you see
members of the St. Philip Conference of the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul selling raffle tickets for our Friends of
the Poor annual fundraiser before and after Masses two
weekends out of the month. Due to the Coronavirus, we
have decided not to sell tickets at Masses this year, but
the fundraiser will go on, albeit with a few changes.
The Friends of the Poor fundraiser has been renamed
the Help Thy Neighbor fundraiser. It will still help our
conference raise funds to help our friends in need
through a walk and raffle ticket sales, but both will be
virtual. Last year, approximately 60 conference members and parishioners walked through Crafton, Ingram,
Sheraden and Crafton Heights to raise funds and bring
awareness to the needs of our neighbors. Due to Coronavirus restrictions, we have decided to forego a large walk
this year, but you still can sign up to do your own Help
Thy Neighbor walk. You can register to walk by going to
https://svdppitt.org/news-and-events/help-thy-neighbor/
and clicking Register Now about halfway down the
page. For $25, each participant will get a T-shirt, 50% off
coupon for the St. Vincent de Paul thrift stores, and a $5
raffle ticket. Please specify that you are supporting the St.
Philip Conference in order that your donation will benefit our friends in need. September 26 is the last day to
register to walk.
We know that you are all disappointed that you will not
get to hear our spirited raffle ticket sales pitches this
year, but we are still selling tickets. You can buy tickets
online by going to https://svdppitt.org/news-andevents/help-thy-neighbor/ and clicking Purchase a
Raffle Ticket about halfway down the page. Each ticket is
$5 and there is a grand prize of $1,500.00. Be sure to
specify that you are supporting the St. Philip Conference. For those who are not computer savvy or do not
want to use a credit card to purchase a raffle ticket, we
do have paper tickets available. Please call or text our
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hotline at 412-444-8140 or email us at svdp.saint.
philip@gmail.com if you want to purchase one or more
tickets. The last day to purchase tickets is November 6.
All of the proceeds from registered walkers and raffle
ticket sales will stay with our conference and will go to
help friends in need within our parish boundaries.
Traditionally, this has been our biggest fundraiser of the
year. While we are not getting many requests for financial assistance now due to the protections against
evictions, foreclosures and utility shutoffs, once those
protections are no longer in place, we expect there to be
a very big need for monetary assistance. We pray that,
despite the changed format, the Help Thy Neighbor fundraiser will be a success again this year and will enable us
to assist our neighbors when they need us.
Last week, your generous donations enabled us to assist
a family with $300 toward funeral expenses. A grandmother raising her grandchild was given $300 toward
her water and sewer bill as well as a bed and dresser for
her grandchild. Please know that, no matter how small
they may seem to you, your donations make a huge
difference in the lives of our friends in need.
If you would like to make a monetary donation or a
donation of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please place your
donation in one of the poor boxes, mail them to the
parish office at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205, or
donate online by visiting https://saintphilipchurch.we
shareonline.org/ws/opportunities/SaintVincentDePaul.
If you would like to make a donation of furniture or
household goods, please call or text our hotline at
412-444-8140 or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.
If you would like to donate clothing, shoes or accessories, please place your donation in the blue bins in front
of the Hope House at St. Philip or in the rear parking lot
at Ascension. You can also call, text or email us to
arrange a pickup if you are unable to transport them
yourself. Please do not place any other items in those
bins or leave anything outside of them because they will
be thrown away. Also, we are always looking for volunteers! Any donation of your time is extremely valuable to
us. If you’d like to join us in helping our friends in need
or just want to learn more, please call, text or email us
for more information.
As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.
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