
Saint Philip
Catholic Parish
The People of God in Crafton, Ingram, Thornburg and Pittsburgh

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 
Download the bulletin at www.parishesonline.com

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS: Should be submitted to maureen@saintphilipchurch.org 
no later than 12:00pm on Friday to be included in the following week’s bulletin.

Saint Philip Church
50 West Crafton Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Ascension Church
114 Berry Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Saint Philip School
52 West Crafton Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
www.spsangelway.org

Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the season of 
Autumn! I hope that you, your family, and everyone in 
our parish community are healthy and doing well.   
Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination and 
an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness.   
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith in the Lord and 
our life as a community, as families, and as individuals 
before 2021 arrives!

The Lord knows us best of all

All of us have our thoughts about one another. That’s very 
human. We have thoughts and judgements about one 
another depending on a person’s appearance or through 
brief interactions with them. Sometimes, our thoughts 
about others are positive and complimentary. Other 
times, we are harsh, critical and demeaning because of 
others’ looks, race, gender, size, or personality. All too 
often, we make judgments about individuals, families, or 
groups before we even get to know them personally.  

Yet, in today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that God knows 
us better than anyone else. Jesus reminds us that, quite 
often, what the Lord knows about us is far better and 
more laudable than what those around us may think 
about us. As such, our lesson this week is that we should 
think well of others and not quickly or unfairly make 
judgements about them. Those whom we may not 
typically admire may actually be closer to the goodness 
and life of God than we could ever imagine.

Rather than being harsh toward others, may we have a 
positive attitude toward all others. May we o�er a prayer 
of blessing for others instead of criticizing them. May we 
see everyone as a child of God, and may we truly see the 
Lord’s grace and light shining in the lives of so many 
others in our families and our community. God bless!

Important school building renovations – and your help!

Saint Philip School has received a very generous grant of 

$50,000 from the Wolf Family of Maronda Homes and 
their Depositum Fidei (‘The Deposit of Faith’) Foundation 
for a capital improvement to be accomplished this year 
within our school building. We’re all very, very grateful to 
the Wolf Family for this tremendous gift. Having received 
these funds, the decision has been made to direct this 
grant toward the replacement of the original windows in 
the school building’s third section which was construct-
ed in 1953. This gift will fund the replacement of half the 
old windows. The total replacement cost is more than 
$95,000.

As such, may I ask you: Might you help us in this renova-
tion e�ort? As members of our Saint Philip Parish com-
munity, as the school community, as Saint Philip School 
alumni, and as supporters and friends of Saint Philip 
School, I’d like to encourage you and everyone to help us 
match this $50,000 grant so that we can replace all of the 
old windows in the 1953 section of our school building 
within the coming months. A donation of $1000, $500, 
$250, $100 or $50 will help us reach our goal if you and 
many members within our local community give your 
generous support.  

We’ll be reaching out to all those whom we can contact to 
ask for support in the coming months. Would you be 
among the first to give your donation to this important 
e�ort? If yes, please send your check (payable to Saint 
Philip Parish  --  memo: School Window Replacement)  to 
Saint Philip School at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15205. Through our parish bulletin, I’ll keep you 
updated on this project and on our fundraising e�ort.  

Thank you very much for your consideration of this 
request as we hope to match our $50,000 grant from the 
Wolf Family before December so that we might accom-
plish this much needed improvement in our parish 
school building. Thank you, and God bless!

Exploring the future of our local Catholic schools

As you know, all of the Catholic elementary schools of 
the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh are being consolidated 
into four regional groupings to strengthen our schools by 
joining them to one another administratively. As for the 
Catholic schools of the South and the West, they’re all 
now joined together in the South Regional Catholic 
Elementary Schools (or SRCES). Within SRCES, some 
mergers of schools have already taken place. Ave Maria 
Academy was created from the schools formerly known 

as Saint Anne, Saint Bernard, Our Lady of Grace, and Saint 
Thomas More, and two campuses are now in use in the 
South Hills.

This month, the SRCES Board of Directors has asked the 
schools of Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scot-
land Parish in Green Tree to begin discussing our future 
as neighboring schools.  For your information, our Saint 
Philip School is doing very well this year with 220+ 
students in Pre-School through Grade 8. Last week, 
members of the SRCES Board of Directors visited both 
Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scotland Parish 
on two di�erent evenings to present statistical data and 
other information to members of the Pastoral Council 
and Finance Council of each parish community. Because 
of the pandemic, attendance was limited to these council 
members, but I will share information about the two 
schools in upcoming parish bulletins.

Next, in the coming 4 months, the SRCES Board of Direc-
tors will seek input and will look at a number of options 
for these two schools in terms of possible consolidation 
or mutual cooperation. The SRCES Board of Directors will 
study the two campuses, the educational strength of 
each school, the various programs, and many other 
details in order to give shape to our future together as 
neighboring Catholic schools.

As this study continues, our Principal and I will provide 
information to the school community and to the parish 
community as well. Thank you for your interest in this 
process and for your patience and understanding as we 
move our two Catholic elementary schools into the 
future.  

Replacing a Kelty Hall stairwell at Saint Philip Church

Earlier in 2020, our maintenance sta� discovered that the 
stairs which descend down into Kelty Hall from Saint 
Philip Church’s front doors needed replacement. From a 
damaged downspout, water was flowing into that front 
stairwell. These steps down to the hall and the church 
restrooms are being replaced at this time by the John 
Sommer Construction Company of the South Hills.  
Please do NOT enter that stairwell until the work is fully 
completed in October. Many thanks got to John Sommer 
and his sta� as they repair this important access to and 
exit from Kelty Hall.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather for the Sunday Liturgies here in our 
parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. Please make a seating 
reservation through the Saint Philip Parish internet site.  
You’ll appreciate and enjoy our weekday Mass as well as 
the company of those who also participate!

Enjoy the coming months of Autumn in this wonderful 
time of the year! 

Best wishes, once again, for this week and for the months 
ahead as we enter into the Autumn!  As always, thank you 
very much for your goodness and your generosity to our 
parish community, to one another, to those in need, and 
to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato
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MASS SCHEDULE  
Masses are held at Saint Philip Church and Ascension Church
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CONFESSION  
O�ered Saturdays from 12:15pm to 
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS  
Baptism: A seminar is required for 
first-time parents. Baptisms are 
celebrated on the first and third 
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at  
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension 
Worship Site. Please call the Religious 
Education O�ce at 412-922-6388 for 
more information.

Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted 
six months in advance of wedding. 
Participation in Pre-Cana Program 
required. Please contact the Parish 
Priests for more information.

Anointing of the Sick: Following a 
weekend Mass and on the last 
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at 
Ascension Worship Site.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA): Call the O�ce of Religious 
Education for more information.

Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the 
Parish Priests for more information.

Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a 
person who has been hurt by abuse from 
clergy or others associated with the Church, 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh o�ers assistance 
with counseling, spiritual direction and 
referrals to other supportive services.

For information, contact our Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.

Protecting God’s Children — 
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235

CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse

Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.

LOCATION TIME  MASS INTENTION  REQUESTED BY

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 — WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Mary Ann Gibson  Joanne DiCesare

Saint Philip 2:00pm  Wedding – Charles Simone & Amanda Bonitatibus 

Saint Philip 4:00pm (V) Edward Ramolt  Sheila Giza

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Larry Pyzola &   Norma Pyzola & Family
    Gale McCullough

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 — TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saint Philip 7:00am  Nicholas & Josephine Kulick Linda Maier

Ascension 9:30am  Shelby Lynne Irvin  Nicholas Archacki

Saint Philip 11:00am  Donald Mixon  Fazio Family

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 — WEEKDAY     

Saint Philip 8:00am  Dr. Joanne Oleck  L. Carosa & T. Schrodt

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 — SAINT MICHAEL, GABRIEL & RAPHAEL, ARCHANGELS

Ascension 8:00am  Rita May Donaldson  Joanne DiCesare

      

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 — SAINT JEROME, PRIEST & DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Saint Philip 8:00am  Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1 — SAINT THERESE OF THE CHILD JESUS, VIGIN & DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Ascension 8:00am  John Rogers  Daughter

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 — THE HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS   

Saint Philip 8:00am  Sr. Adele Rogers  Cousin, Pat

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 — WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Peter & Art Dobbins  Family

Saint Philip 4:00pm (V) Living & Deceased Members  Priselac Family
    of John Priselac Familly

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Frank Leone  St. Philip Parish 
       Pastoral Council

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 — TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saint Philip 7:00am  John Priselac  Konrad, Duncan & 
       Jezerski Families

Ascension 9:30am  Joseph C. Schuler  Brothers & Sisters

Saint Philip 11:00am  Joseph & Helen Mrmich Son, Darko

SUNDAY COLLECTION       

Last Sunday’s Collection totaled:  $7,630.25

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today 
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the season of 
Autumn! I hope that you, your family, and everyone in 
our parish community are healthy and doing well.   
Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination and 
an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness.   
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith in the Lord and 
our life as a community, as families, and as individuals 
before 2021 arrives!

The Lord knows us best of all

All of us have our thoughts about one another. That’s very 
human. We have thoughts and judgements about one 
another depending on a person’s appearance or through 
brief interactions with them. Sometimes, our thoughts 
about others are positive and complimentary. Other 
times, we are harsh, critical and demeaning because of 
others’ looks, race, gender, size, or personality. All too 
often, we make judgments about individuals, families, or 
groups before we even get to know them personally.  

Yet, in today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that God knows 
us better than anyone else. Jesus reminds us that, quite 
often, what the Lord knows about us is far better and 
more laudable than what those around us may think 
about us. As such, our lesson this week is that we should 
think well of others and not quickly or unfairly make 
judgements about them. Those whom we may not 
typically admire may actually be closer to the goodness 
and life of God than we could ever imagine.

Rather than being harsh toward others, may we have a 
positive attitude toward all others. May we o�er a prayer 
of blessing for others instead of criticizing them. May we 
see everyone as a child of God, and may we truly see the 
Lord’s grace and light shining in the lives of so many 
others in our families and our community. God bless!

Important school building renovations – and your help!

Saint Philip School has received a very generous grant of 

$50,000 from the Wolf Family of Maronda Homes and 
their Depositum Fidei (‘The Deposit of Faith’) Foundation 
for a capital improvement to be accomplished this year 
within our school building. We’re all very, very grateful to 
the Wolf Family for this tremendous gift. Having received 
these funds, the decision has been made to direct this 
grant toward the replacement of the original windows in 
the school building’s third section which was construct-
ed in 1953. This gift will fund the replacement of half the 
old windows. The total replacement cost is more than 
$95,000.

As such, may I ask you: Might you help us in this renova-
tion e�ort? As members of our Saint Philip Parish com-
munity, as the school community, as Saint Philip School 
alumni, and as supporters and friends of Saint Philip 
School, I’d like to encourage you and everyone to help us 
match this $50,000 grant so that we can replace all of the 
old windows in the 1953 section of our school building 
within the coming months. A donation of $1000, $500, 
$250, $100 or $50 will help us reach our goal if you and 
many members within our local community give your 
generous support.  

We’ll be reaching out to all those whom we can contact to 
ask for support in the coming months. Would you be 
among the first to give your donation to this important 
e�ort? If yes, please send your check (payable to Saint 
Philip Parish  --  memo: School Window Replacement)  to 
Saint Philip School at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15205. Through our parish bulletin, I’ll keep you 
updated on this project and on our fundraising e�ort.  

Thank you very much for your consideration of this 
request as we hope to match our $50,000 grant from the 
Wolf Family before December so that we might accom-
plish this much needed improvement in our parish 
school building. Thank you, and God bless!

Exploring the future of our local Catholic schools

As you know, all of the Catholic elementary schools of 
the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh are being consolidated 
into four regional groupings to strengthen our schools by 
joining them to one another administratively. As for the 
Catholic schools of the South and the West, they’re all 
now joined together in the South Regional Catholic 
Elementary Schools (or SRCES). Within SRCES, some 
mergers of schools have already taken place. Ave Maria 
Academy was created from the schools formerly known 

as Saint Anne, Saint Bernard, Our Lady of Grace, and Saint 
Thomas More, and two campuses are now in use in the 
South Hills.

This month, the SRCES Board of Directors has asked the 
schools of Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scot-
land Parish in Green Tree to begin discussing our future 
as neighboring schools.  For your information, our Saint 
Philip School is doing very well this year with 220+ 
students in Pre-School through Grade 8. Last week, 
members of the SRCES Board of Directors visited both 
Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scotland Parish 
on two di�erent evenings to present statistical data and 
other information to members of the Pastoral Council 
and Finance Council of each parish community. Because 
of the pandemic, attendance was limited to these council 
members, but I will share information about the two 
schools in upcoming parish bulletins.

Next, in the coming 4 months, the SRCES Board of Direc-
tors will seek input and will look at a number of options 
for these two schools in terms of possible consolidation 
or mutual cooperation. The SRCES Board of Directors will 
study the two campuses, the educational strength of 
each school, the various programs, and many other 
details in order to give shape to our future together as 
neighboring Catholic schools.

As this study continues, our Principal and I will provide 
information to the school community and to the parish 
community as well. Thank you for your interest in this 
process and for your patience and understanding as we 
move our two Catholic elementary schools into the 
future.  

Replacing a Kelty Hall stairwell at Saint Philip Church

Earlier in 2020, our maintenance sta� discovered that the 
stairs which descend down into Kelty Hall from Saint 
Philip Church’s front doors needed replacement. From a 
damaged downspout, water was flowing into that front 
stairwell. These steps down to the hall and the church 
restrooms are being replaced at this time by the John 
Sommer Construction Company of the South Hills.  
Please do NOT enter that stairwell until the work is fully 
completed in October. Many thanks got to John Sommer 
and his sta� as they repair this important access to and 
exit from Kelty Hall.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather for the Sunday Liturgies here in our 
parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. Please make a seating 
reservation through the Saint Philip Parish internet site.  
You’ll appreciate and enjoy our weekday Mass as well as 
the company of those who also participate!

Enjoy the coming months of Autumn in this wonderful 
time of the year! 

Best wishes, once again, for this week and for the months 
ahead as we enter into the Autumn!  As always, thank you 
very much for your goodness and your generosity to our 
parish community, to one another, to those in need, and 
to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato
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Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the season of 
Autumn! I hope that you, your family, and everyone in 
our parish community are healthy and doing well.   
Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination and 
an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness.   
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith in the Lord and 
our life as a community, as families, and as individuals 
before 2021 arrives!

The Lord knows us best of all

All of us have our thoughts about one another. That’s very 
human. We have thoughts and judgements about one 
another depending on a person’s appearance or through 
brief interactions with them. Sometimes, our thoughts 
about others are positive and complimentary. Other 
times, we are harsh, critical and demeaning because of 
others’ looks, race, gender, size, or personality. All too 
often, we make judgments about individuals, families, or 
groups before we even get to know them personally.  

Yet, in today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that God knows 
us better than anyone else. Jesus reminds us that, quite 
often, what the Lord knows about us is far better and 
more laudable than what those around us may think 
about us. As such, our lesson this week is that we should 
think well of others and not quickly or unfairly make 
judgements about them. Those whom we may not 
typically admire may actually be closer to the goodness 
and life of God than we could ever imagine.

Rather than being harsh toward others, may we have a 
positive attitude toward all others. May we o�er a prayer 
of blessing for others instead of criticizing them. May we 
see everyone as a child of God, and may we truly see the 
Lord’s grace and light shining in the lives of so many 
others in our families and our community. God bless!

Important school building renovations – and your help!

Saint Philip School has received a very generous grant of 

$50,000 from the Wolf Family of Maronda Homes and 
their Depositum Fidei (‘The Deposit of Faith’) Foundation 
for a capital improvement to be accomplished this year 
within our school building. We’re all very, very grateful to 
the Wolf Family for this tremendous gift. Having received 
these funds, the decision has been made to direct this 
grant toward the replacement of the original windows in 
the school building’s third section which was construct-
ed in 1953. This gift will fund the replacement of half the 
old windows. The total replacement cost is more than 
$95,000.

As such, may I ask you: Might you help us in this renova-
tion e�ort? As members of our Saint Philip Parish com-
munity, as the school community, as Saint Philip School 
alumni, and as supporters and friends of Saint Philip 
School, I’d like to encourage you and everyone to help us 
match this $50,000 grant so that we can replace all of the 
old windows in the 1953 section of our school building 
within the coming months. A donation of $1000, $500, 
$250, $100 or $50 will help us reach our goal if you and 
many members within our local community give your 
generous support.  

We’ll be reaching out to all those whom we can contact to 
ask for support in the coming months. Would you be 
among the first to give your donation to this important 
e�ort? If yes, please send your check (payable to Saint 
Philip Parish  --  memo: School Window Replacement)  to 
Saint Philip School at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15205. Through our parish bulletin, I’ll keep you 
updated on this project and on our fundraising e�ort.  

Thank you very much for your consideration of this 
request as we hope to match our $50,000 grant from the 
Wolf Family before December so that we might accom-
plish this much needed improvement in our parish 
school building. Thank you, and God bless!

Exploring the future of our local Catholic schools

As you know, all of the Catholic elementary schools of 
the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh are being consolidated 
into four regional groupings to strengthen our schools by 
joining them to one another administratively. As for the 
Catholic schools of the South and the West, they’re all 
now joined together in the South Regional Catholic 
Elementary Schools (or SRCES). Within SRCES, some 
mergers of schools have already taken place. Ave Maria 
Academy was created from the schools formerly known 

as Saint Anne, Saint Bernard, Our Lady of Grace, and Saint 
Thomas More, and two campuses are now in use in the 
South Hills.

This month, the SRCES Board of Directors has asked the 
schools of Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scot-
land Parish in Green Tree to begin discussing our future 
as neighboring schools.  For your information, our Saint 
Philip School is doing very well this year with 220+ 
students in Pre-School through Grade 8. Last week, 
members of the SRCES Board of Directors visited both 
Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scotland Parish 
on two di�erent evenings to present statistical data and 
other information to members of the Pastoral Council 
and Finance Council of each parish community. Because 
of the pandemic, attendance was limited to these council 
members, but I will share information about the two 
schools in upcoming parish bulletins.

Next, in the coming 4 months, the SRCES Board of Direc-
tors will seek input and will look at a number of options 
for these two schools in terms of possible consolidation 
or mutual cooperation. The SRCES Board of Directors will 
study the two campuses, the educational strength of 
each school, the various programs, and many other 
details in order to give shape to our future together as 
neighboring Catholic schools.

As this study continues, our Principal and I will provide 
information to the school community and to the parish 
community as well. Thank you for your interest in this 
process and for your patience and understanding as we 
move our two Catholic elementary schools into the 
future.  

Replacing a Kelty Hall stairwell at Saint Philip Church

Earlier in 2020, our maintenance sta� discovered that the 
stairs which descend down into Kelty Hall from Saint 
Philip Church’s front doors needed replacement. From a 
damaged downspout, water was flowing into that front 
stairwell. These steps down to the hall and the church 
restrooms are being replaced at this time by the John 
Sommer Construction Company of the South Hills.  
Please do NOT enter that stairwell until the work is fully 
completed in October. Many thanks got to John Sommer 
and his sta� as they repair this important access to and 
exit from Kelty Hall.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather for the Sunday Liturgies here in our 
parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. Please make a seating 
reservation through the Saint Philip Parish internet site.  
You’ll appreciate and enjoy our weekday Mass as well as 
the company of those who also participate!

Enjoy the coming months of Autumn in this wonderful 
time of the year! 

Best wishes, once again, for this week and for the months 
ahead as we enter into the Autumn!  As always, thank you 
very much for your goodness and your generosity to our 
parish community, to one another, to those in need, and 
to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato

WEEKLY PRAYER
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Notes 
from the

Pastor 
Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the season of 
Autumn! I hope that you, your family, and everyone in 
our parish community are healthy and doing well.   
Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination and 
an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness.   
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith in the Lord and 
our life as a community, as families, and as individuals 
before 2021 arrives!

The Lord knows us best of all

All of us have our thoughts about one another. That’s very 
human. We have thoughts and judgements about one 
another depending on a person’s appearance or through 
brief interactions with them. Sometimes, our thoughts 
about others are positive and complimentary. Other 
times, we are harsh, critical and demeaning because of 
others’ looks, race, gender, size, or personality. All too 
often, we make judgments about individuals, families, or 
groups before we even get to know them personally.  

Yet, in today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that God knows 
us better than anyone else. Jesus reminds us that, quite 
often, what the Lord knows about us is far better and 
more laudable than what those around us may think 
about us. As such, our lesson this week is that we should 
think well of others and not quickly or unfairly make 
judgements about them. Those whom we may not 
typically admire may actually be closer to the goodness 
and life of God than we could ever imagine.

Rather than being harsh toward others, may we have a 
positive attitude toward all others. May we o�er a prayer 
of blessing for others instead of criticizing them. May we 
see everyone as a child of God, and may we truly see the 
Lord’s grace and light shining in the lives of so many 
others in our families and our community. God bless!

Important school building renovations – and your help!

Saint Philip School has received a very generous grant of 

$50,000 from the Wolf Family of Maronda Homes and 
their Depositum Fidei (‘The Deposit of Faith’) Foundation 
for a capital improvement to be accomplished this year 
within our school building. We’re all very, very grateful to 
the Wolf Family for this tremendous gift. Having received 
these funds, the decision has been made to direct this 
grant toward the replacement of the original windows in 
the school building’s third section which was construct-
ed in 1953. This gift will fund the replacement of half the 
old windows. The total replacement cost is more than 
$95,000.

As such, may I ask you: Might you help us in this renova-
tion e�ort? As members of our Saint Philip Parish com-
munity, as the school community, as Saint Philip School 
alumni, and as supporters and friends of Saint Philip 
School, I’d like to encourage you and everyone to help us 
match this $50,000 grant so that we can replace all of the 
old windows in the 1953 section of our school building 
within the coming months. A donation of $1000, $500, 
$250, $100 or $50 will help us reach our goal if you and 
many members within our local community give your 
generous support.  

We’ll be reaching out to all those whom we can contact to 
ask for support in the coming months. Would you be 
among the first to give your donation to this important 
e�ort? If yes, please send your check (payable to Saint 
Philip Parish  --  memo: School Window Replacement)  to 
Saint Philip School at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15205. Through our parish bulletin, I’ll keep you 
updated on this project and on our fundraising e�ort.  

Thank you very much for your consideration of this 
request as we hope to match our $50,000 grant from the 
Wolf Family before December so that we might accom-
plish this much needed improvement in our parish 
school building. Thank you, and God bless!

Exploring the future of our local Catholic schools

As you know, all of the Catholic elementary schools of 
the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh are being consolidated 
into four regional groupings to strengthen our schools by 
joining them to one another administratively. As for the 
Catholic schools of the South and the West, they’re all 
now joined together in the South Regional Catholic 
Elementary Schools (or SRCES). Within SRCES, some 
mergers of schools have already taken place. Ave Maria 
Academy was created from the schools formerly known 

as Saint Anne, Saint Bernard, Our Lady of Grace, and Saint 
Thomas More, and two campuses are now in use in the 
South Hills.

This month, the SRCES Board of Directors has asked the 
schools of Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scot-
land Parish in Green Tree to begin discussing our future 
as neighboring schools.  For your information, our Saint 
Philip School is doing very well this year with 220+ 
students in Pre-School through Grade 8. Last week, 
members of the SRCES Board of Directors visited both 
Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scotland Parish 
on two di�erent evenings to present statistical data and 
other information to members of the Pastoral Council 
and Finance Council of each parish community. Because 
of the pandemic, attendance was limited to these council 
members, but I will share information about the two 
schools in upcoming parish bulletins.

Next, in the coming 4 months, the SRCES Board of Direc-
tors will seek input and will look at a number of options 
for these two schools in terms of possible consolidation 
or mutual cooperation. The SRCES Board of Directors will 
study the two campuses, the educational strength of 
each school, the various programs, and many other 
details in order to give shape to our future together as 
neighboring Catholic schools.

As this study continues, our Principal and I will provide 
information to the school community and to the parish 
community as well. Thank you for your interest in this 
process and for your patience and understanding as we 
move our two Catholic elementary schools into the 
future.  

Replacing a Kelty Hall stairwell at Saint Philip Church

Earlier in 2020, our maintenance sta� discovered that the 
stairs which descend down into Kelty Hall from Saint 
Philip Church’s front doors needed replacement. From a 
damaged downspout, water was flowing into that front 
stairwell. These steps down to the hall and the church 
restrooms are being replaced at this time by the John 
Sommer Construction Company of the South Hills.  
Please do NOT enter that stairwell until the work is fully 
completed in October. Many thanks got to John Sommer 
and his sta� as they repair this important access to and 
exit from Kelty Hall.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather for the Sunday Liturgies here in our 
parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. Please make a seating 
reservation through the Saint Philip Parish internet site.  
You’ll appreciate and enjoy our weekday Mass as well as 
the company of those who also participate!

Enjoy the coming months of Autumn in this wonderful 
time of the year! 

Best wishes, once again, for this week and for the months 
ahead as we enter into the Autumn!  As always, thank you 
very much for your goodness and your generosity to our 
parish community, to one another, to those in need, and 
to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato
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Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the season of 
Autumn! I hope that you, your family, and everyone in 
our parish community are healthy and doing well.   
Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination and 
an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness.   
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith in the Lord and 
our life as a community, as families, and as individuals 
before 2021 arrives!

The Lord knows us best of all

All of us have our thoughts about one another. That’s very 
human. We have thoughts and judgements about one 
another depending on a person’s appearance or through 
brief interactions with them. Sometimes, our thoughts 
about others are positive and complimentary. Other 
times, we are harsh, critical and demeaning because of 
others’ looks, race, gender, size, or personality. All too 
often, we make judgments about individuals, families, or 
groups before we even get to know them personally.  

Yet, in today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that God knows 
us better than anyone else. Jesus reminds us that, quite 
often, what the Lord knows about us is far better and 
more laudable than what those around us may think 
about us. As such, our lesson this week is that we should 
think well of others and not quickly or unfairly make 
judgements about them. Those whom we may not 
typically admire may actually be closer to the goodness 
and life of God than we could ever imagine.

Rather than being harsh toward others, may we have a 
positive attitude toward all others. May we o�er a prayer 
of blessing for others instead of criticizing them. May we 
see everyone as a child of God, and may we truly see the 
Lord’s grace and light shining in the lives of so many 
others in our families and our community. God bless!

Important school building renovations – and your help!

Saint Philip School has received a very generous grant of 

$50,000 from the Wolf Family of Maronda Homes and 
their Depositum Fidei (‘The Deposit of Faith’) Foundation 
for a capital improvement to be accomplished this year 
within our school building. We’re all very, very grateful to 
the Wolf Family for this tremendous gift. Having received 
these funds, the decision has been made to direct this 
grant toward the replacement of the original windows in 
the school building’s third section which was construct-
ed in 1953. This gift will fund the replacement of half the 
old windows. The total replacement cost is more than 
$95,000.

As such, may I ask you: Might you help us in this renova-
tion e�ort? As members of our Saint Philip Parish com-
munity, as the school community, as Saint Philip School 
alumni, and as supporters and friends of Saint Philip 
School, I’d like to encourage you and everyone to help us 
match this $50,000 grant so that we can replace all of the 
old windows in the 1953 section of our school building 
within the coming months. A donation of $1000, $500, 
$250, $100 or $50 will help us reach our goal if you and 
many members within our local community give your 
generous support.  

We’ll be reaching out to all those whom we can contact to 
ask for support in the coming months. Would you be 
among the first to give your donation to this important 
e�ort? If yes, please send your check (payable to Saint 
Philip Parish  --  memo: School Window Replacement)  to 
Saint Philip School at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15205. Through our parish bulletin, I’ll keep you 
updated on this project and on our fundraising e�ort.  

Thank you very much for your consideration of this 
request as we hope to match our $50,000 grant from the 
Wolf Family before December so that we might accom-
plish this much needed improvement in our parish 
school building. Thank you, and God bless!

Exploring the future of our local Catholic schools

As you know, all of the Catholic elementary schools of 
the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh are being consolidated 
into four regional groupings to strengthen our schools by 
joining them to one another administratively. As for the 
Catholic schools of the South and the West, they’re all 
now joined together in the South Regional Catholic 
Elementary Schools (or SRCES). Within SRCES, some 
mergers of schools have already taken place. Ave Maria 
Academy was created from the schools formerly known 

as Saint Anne, Saint Bernard, Our Lady of Grace, and Saint 
Thomas More, and two campuses are now in use in the 
South Hills.

This month, the SRCES Board of Directors has asked the 
schools of Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scot-
land Parish in Green Tree to begin discussing our future 
as neighboring schools.  For your information, our Saint 
Philip School is doing very well this year with 220+ 
students in Pre-School through Grade 8. Last week, 
members of the SRCES Board of Directors visited both 
Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scotland Parish 
on two di�erent evenings to present statistical data and 
other information to members of the Pastoral Council 
and Finance Council of each parish community. Because 
of the pandemic, attendance was limited to these council 
members, but I will share information about the two 
schools in upcoming parish bulletins.

Next, in the coming 4 months, the SRCES Board of Direc-
tors will seek input and will look at a number of options 
for these two schools in terms of possible consolidation 
or mutual cooperation. The SRCES Board of Directors will 
study the two campuses, the educational strength of 
each school, the various programs, and many other 
details in order to give shape to our future together as 
neighboring Catholic schools.

As this study continues, our Principal and I will provide 
information to the school community and to the parish 
community as well. Thank you for your interest in this 
process and for your patience and understanding as we 
move our two Catholic elementary schools into the 
future.  

Replacing a Kelty Hall stairwell at Saint Philip Church

Earlier in 2020, our maintenance sta� discovered that the 
stairs which descend down into Kelty Hall from Saint 
Philip Church’s front doors needed replacement. From a 
damaged downspout, water was flowing into that front 
stairwell. These steps down to the hall and the church 
restrooms are being replaced at this time by the John 
Sommer Construction Company of the South Hills.  
Please do NOT enter that stairwell until the work is fully 
completed in October. Many thanks got to John Sommer 
and his sta� as they repair this important access to and 
exit from Kelty Hall.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather for the Sunday Liturgies here in our 
parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. Please make a seating 
reservation through the Saint Philip Parish internet site.  
You’ll appreciate and enjoy our weekday Mass as well as 
the company of those who also participate!

Enjoy the coming months of Autumn in this wonderful 
time of the year! 

Best wishes, once again, for this week and for the months 
ahead as we enter into the Autumn!  As always, thank you 
very much for your goodness and your generosity to our 
parish community, to one another, to those in need, and 
to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato



GUIDELINES FOR CATHOLIC GODPARENTS/SPONSORS
When choosing godparents or sponsors for Baptism or Confirmation, 
please keep in mind the following:  Godparents/Sponsors must be at least 
16 years of age, and be a baptized and confirmed Roman Catholic.  They 
must lead a life in harmony with the Catholic Faith (including valid Catho-
lic marriage). The mother or father cannot be the godparent/sponsor. For 
the Sacrament of Baptism: A baptized person who belongs to another 
Christian community (Lutheran, Episcopal, Presbyterian, etc.) may be 
admitted only as a Christian Witness (not a godparent) provided there is at 
least one Roman Catholic godparent who fulfills the above criteria. A 
non-baptized person cannot be a witness (Code of Canon Law, 
cc.872-874).

INTERESTED IN HELPING OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS? AND 
HELPING FAMILIES AFFORD AN EXCELLENT EDUCATION?  
Learn how PA tax dollars can be redirected by businesses to provide 
tuition assistance for qualified needy students. We have great news on this 
opportunity! Visit: http://www.diopitt.plannedgiving.org/ diopitt/giv-
ing/5.html?section=1. Questions? Contact Michael Freker at 412-456-3055 
or email at mfreker@diopitt.org.

WEDDINGS AT ST. PHILIP PARISH
Are you seeking to be married in the Catholic Church?  Would you like to 
have your wedding at St. Philip Parish? Please remember that engaged 
couples are required to meet with one of our parish priests for an Intake 
Meeting prior to scheduling a wedding date.  Diocesan policy also asks 
that a six-month period of preparation take place prior to any wedding.  
Couples are also asked to complete an approved Pre-Cana experience.  We 
strongly recommend waiting to book your reception venue until you 
have met with the priest. This will ensure that there are no impediments 
preventing a wedding in the Catholic Church and enable you to secure a 
wedding date. Please contact Maureen Takach in the Parish O�ce at 
412-922-6300 ext. 6 for additional information.
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Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the season of 
Autumn! I hope that you, your family, and everyone in 
our parish community are healthy and doing well.   
Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination and 
an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness.   
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith in the Lord and 
our life as a community, as families, and as individuals 
before 2021 arrives!

The Lord knows us best of all

All of us have our thoughts about one another. That’s very 
human. We have thoughts and judgements about one 
another depending on a person’s appearance or through 
brief interactions with them. Sometimes, our thoughts 
about others are positive and complimentary. Other 
times, we are harsh, critical and demeaning because of 
others’ looks, race, gender, size, or personality. All too 
often, we make judgments about individuals, families, or 
groups before we even get to know them personally.  

Yet, in today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that God knows 
us better than anyone else. Jesus reminds us that, quite 
often, what the Lord knows about us is far better and 
more laudable than what those around us may think 
about us. As such, our lesson this week is that we should 
think well of others and not quickly or unfairly make 
judgements about them. Those whom we may not 
typically admire may actually be closer to the goodness 
and life of God than we could ever imagine.

Rather than being harsh toward others, may we have a 
positive attitude toward all others. May we o�er a prayer 
of blessing for others instead of criticizing them. May we 
see everyone as a child of God, and may we truly see the 
Lord’s grace and light shining in the lives of so many 
others in our families and our community. God bless!

Important school building renovations – and your help!

Saint Philip School has received a very generous grant of 

$50,000 from the Wolf Family of Maronda Homes and 
their Depositum Fidei (‘The Deposit of Faith’) Foundation 
for a capital improvement to be accomplished this year 
within our school building. We’re all very, very grateful to 
the Wolf Family for this tremendous gift. Having received 
these funds, the decision has been made to direct this 
grant toward the replacement of the original windows in 
the school building’s third section which was construct-
ed in 1953. This gift will fund the replacement of half the 
old windows. The total replacement cost is more than 
$95,000.

As such, may I ask you: Might you help us in this renova-
tion e�ort? As members of our Saint Philip Parish com-
munity, as the school community, as Saint Philip School 
alumni, and as supporters and friends of Saint Philip 
School, I’d like to encourage you and everyone to help us 
match this $50,000 grant so that we can replace all of the 
old windows in the 1953 section of our school building 
within the coming months. A donation of $1000, $500, 
$250, $100 or $50 will help us reach our goal if you and 
many members within our local community give your 
generous support.  

We’ll be reaching out to all those whom we can contact to 
ask for support in the coming months. Would you be 
among the first to give your donation to this important 
e�ort? If yes, please send your check (payable to Saint 
Philip Parish  --  memo: School Window Replacement)  to 
Saint Philip School at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15205. Through our parish bulletin, I’ll keep you 
updated on this project and on our fundraising e�ort.  

Thank you very much for your consideration of this 
request as we hope to match our $50,000 grant from the 
Wolf Family before December so that we might accom-
plish this much needed improvement in our parish 
school building. Thank you, and God bless!

Exploring the future of our local Catholic schools

As you know, all of the Catholic elementary schools of 
the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh are being consolidated 
into four regional groupings to strengthen our schools by 
joining them to one another administratively. As for the 
Catholic schools of the South and the West, they’re all 
now joined together in the South Regional Catholic 
Elementary Schools (or SRCES). Within SRCES, some 
mergers of schools have already taken place. Ave Maria 
Academy was created from the schools formerly known 

as Saint Anne, Saint Bernard, Our Lady of Grace, and Saint 
Thomas More, and two campuses are now in use in the 
South Hills.

This month, the SRCES Board of Directors has asked the 
schools of Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scot-
land Parish in Green Tree to begin discussing our future 
as neighboring schools.  For your information, our Saint 
Philip School is doing very well this year with 220+ 
students in Pre-School through Grade 8. Last week, 
members of the SRCES Board of Directors visited both 
Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scotland Parish 
on two di�erent evenings to present statistical data and 
other information to members of the Pastoral Council 
and Finance Council of each parish community. Because 
of the pandemic, attendance was limited to these council 
members, but I will share information about the two 
schools in upcoming parish bulletins.

Next, in the coming 4 months, the SRCES Board of Direc-
tors will seek input and will look at a number of options 
for these two schools in terms of possible consolidation 
or mutual cooperation. The SRCES Board of Directors will 
study the two campuses, the educational strength of 
each school, the various programs, and many other 
details in order to give shape to our future together as 
neighboring Catholic schools.

As this study continues, our Principal and I will provide 
information to the school community and to the parish 
community as well. Thank you for your interest in this 
process and for your patience and understanding as we 
move our two Catholic elementary schools into the 
future.  

Replacing a Kelty Hall stairwell at Saint Philip Church

Earlier in 2020, our maintenance sta� discovered that the 
stairs which descend down into Kelty Hall from Saint 
Philip Church’s front doors needed replacement. From a 
damaged downspout, water was flowing into that front 
stairwell. These steps down to the hall and the church 
restrooms are being replaced at this time by the John 
Sommer Construction Company of the South Hills.  
Please do NOT enter that stairwell until the work is fully 
completed in October. Many thanks got to John Sommer 
and his sta� as they repair this important access to and 
exit from Kelty Hall.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather for the Sunday Liturgies here in our 
parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. Please make a seating 
reservation through the Saint Philip Parish internet site.  
You’ll appreciate and enjoy our weekday Mass as well as 
the company of those who also participate!

Enjoy the coming months of Autumn in this wonderful 
time of the year! 

Best wishes, once again, for this week and for the months 
ahead as we enter into the Autumn!  As always, thank you 
very much for your goodness and your generosity to our 
parish community, to one another, to those in need, and 
to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato

Parish 
News

Eucharistic Holy Hour with Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament and Benediction is held every First Saturday 
of the month at Ascension Worship Site following the 
8:00am Mass.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is held the last 
Saturday of the month at Ascension Worship Site follow-
ing the 8:00am Mass.

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!
If you are unable to attend Mass, you may mail your 
weekly o�ering to the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry Street, 
Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it o� in the mail box located 
outside the main o�ce door.  St. Philip Parish also o�ers 
the option for ONLINE GIVING.  

PARISH OFFICES 
The Parish O�ces are closed until further notice for all 
in-person business. The o�ces may be contacted by 
phone Monday through Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm. 

JUST A REMINDER. . .
Sunday Masses 

• 25% Occupancy:  150 (SP) & 100 (A) may gather at each 
Mass as per the directives of the Diocese.

Attendees at every Mass should:
• Enter church no earlier than 30 minutes before Mass 
through the Courtyard Door (St. Philip) and Main 
Doors (Ascension).

• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.
• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families 
may sit together).

• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
  (The church will be sanitized after each Mass).

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS
www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq
Reservations accepted by phone from those without 
internet access on Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am 
to 12:00 noon. Call the parish o�ce at 412-922-6300, x 5.

ADDICTION RECOVERY SUNDAY – 
SEPTEMBER 27

Why:  The Need is Urgent Due to the Pandemic
How:  Prayer, Comfort and Community

There is currently a pandemic within the pandemic that 
is devastating individuals and families.

Alcohol abuse, illicit substances, and opioids were 
already at epic proportions prior to the pandemic. Now, 
there is an alarming rise in substance abuse which has 
had negative e�ects on people’s emotional and spiritual 
health.   

By participating in Recovery Sunday, you can help the 
broken souls who are in need.

By participating in Recovery Sunday, you can help 
bring healing to our nation.

Please pray for all those recovering from addiction.  
Support them in whatever ways you can and pray for all 
those who have yet to realize they need help with their 
addictions.
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GUIDELINES FOR CATHOLIC GODPARENTS/SPONSORS
When choosing godparents or sponsors for Baptism or Confirmation, 
please keep in mind the following:  Godparents/Sponsors must be at least 
16 years of age, and be a baptized and confirmed Roman Catholic.  They 
must lead a life in harmony with the Catholic Faith (including valid Catho-
lic marriage). The mother or father cannot be the godparent/sponsor. For 
the Sacrament of Baptism: A baptized person who belongs to another 
Christian community (Lutheran, Episcopal, Presbyterian, etc.) may be 
admitted only as a Christian Witness (not a godparent) provided there is at 
least one Roman Catholic godparent who fulfills the above criteria. A 
non-baptized person cannot be a witness (Code of Canon Law, 
cc.872-874).

INTERESTED IN HELPING OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS? AND 
HELPING FAMILIES AFFORD AN EXCELLENT EDUCATION?  
Learn how PA tax dollars can be redirected by businesses to provide 
tuition assistance for qualified needy students. We have great news on this 
opportunity! Visit: http://www.diopitt.plannedgiving.org/ diopitt/giv-
ing/5.html?section=1. Questions? Contact Michael Freker at 412-456-3055 
or email at mfreker@diopitt.org.

WEDDINGS AT ST. PHILIP PARISH
Are you seeking to be married in the Catholic Church?  Would you like to 
have your wedding at St. Philip Parish? Please remember that engaged 
couples are required to meet with one of our parish priests for an Intake 
Meeting prior to scheduling a wedding date.  Diocesan policy also asks 
that a six-month period of preparation take place prior to any wedding.  
Couples are also asked to complete an approved Pre-Cana experience.  We 
strongly recommend waiting to book your reception venue until you 
have met with the priest. This will ensure that there are no impediments 
preventing a wedding in the Catholic Church and enable you to secure a 
wedding date. Please contact Maureen Takach in the Parish O�ce at 
412-922-6300 ext. 6 for additional information.

Sanctuary     Lamp

ADVERTISER of the Week 

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns 

In Loving Memory of Dave Stahurski

O�ered by Wife, Valerie

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension 

burns In Loving Memory of Larry Pyzola

O�ered by Norma Pyzola & Family

Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the season of 
Autumn! I hope that you, your family, and everyone in 
our parish community are healthy and doing well.   
Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination and 
an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness.   
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith in the Lord and 
our life as a community, as families, and as individuals 
before 2021 arrives!

The Lord knows us best of all

All of us have our thoughts about one another. That’s very 
human. We have thoughts and judgements about one 
another depending on a person’s appearance or through 
brief interactions with them. Sometimes, our thoughts 
about others are positive and complimentary. Other 
times, we are harsh, critical and demeaning because of 
others’ looks, race, gender, size, or personality. All too 
often, we make judgments about individuals, families, or 
groups before we even get to know them personally.  

Yet, in today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that God knows 
us better than anyone else. Jesus reminds us that, quite 
often, what the Lord knows about us is far better and 
more laudable than what those around us may think 
about us. As such, our lesson this week is that we should 
think well of others and not quickly or unfairly make 
judgements about them. Those whom we may not 
typically admire may actually be closer to the goodness 
and life of God than we could ever imagine.

Rather than being harsh toward others, may we have a 
positive attitude toward all others. May we o�er a prayer 
of blessing for others instead of criticizing them. May we 
see everyone as a child of God, and may we truly see the 
Lord’s grace and light shining in the lives of so many 
others in our families and our community. God bless!

Important school building renovations – and your help!

Saint Philip School has received a very generous grant of 

$50,000 from the Wolf Family of Maronda Homes and 
their Depositum Fidei (‘The Deposit of Faith’) Foundation 
for a capital improvement to be accomplished this year 
within our school building. We’re all very, very grateful to 
the Wolf Family for this tremendous gift. Having received 
these funds, the decision has been made to direct this 
grant toward the replacement of the original windows in 
the school building’s third section which was construct-
ed in 1953. This gift will fund the replacement of half the 
old windows. The total replacement cost is more than 
$95,000.

As such, may I ask you: Might you help us in this renova-
tion e�ort? As members of our Saint Philip Parish com-
munity, as the school community, as Saint Philip School 
alumni, and as supporters and friends of Saint Philip 
School, I’d like to encourage you and everyone to help us 
match this $50,000 grant so that we can replace all of the 
old windows in the 1953 section of our school building 
within the coming months. A donation of $1000, $500, 
$250, $100 or $50 will help us reach our goal if you and 
many members within our local community give your 
generous support.  

We’ll be reaching out to all those whom we can contact to 
ask for support in the coming months. Would you be 
among the first to give your donation to this important 
e�ort? If yes, please send your check (payable to Saint 
Philip Parish  --  memo: School Window Replacement)  to 
Saint Philip School at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15205. Through our parish bulletin, I’ll keep you 
updated on this project and on our fundraising e�ort.  

Thank you very much for your consideration of this 
request as we hope to match our $50,000 grant from the 
Wolf Family before December so that we might accom-
plish this much needed improvement in our parish 
school building. Thank you, and God bless!

Exploring the future of our local Catholic schools

As you know, all of the Catholic elementary schools of 
the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh are being consolidated 
into four regional groupings to strengthen our schools by 
joining them to one another administratively. As for the 
Catholic schools of the South and the West, they’re all 
now joined together in the South Regional Catholic 
Elementary Schools (or SRCES). Within SRCES, some 
mergers of schools have already taken place. Ave Maria 
Academy was created from the schools formerly known 

Rest in Peace 
We o�er our sympathy to the family of     

Erla Connors who passed into eternal life.  

Please keep her in your prayers.

Please welcome into our faith family... 
Andrew James Stickman, son of William 
and Leanne Hutchison Stickman, who 
received the Life of Christ in Baptism in our 
parish last Sunday. May he grow in wisdom, 
age and grace.

as Saint Anne, Saint Bernard, Our Lady of Grace, and Saint 
Thomas More, and two campuses are now in use in the 
South Hills.

This month, the SRCES Board of Directors has asked the 
schools of Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scot-
land Parish in Green Tree to begin discussing our future 
as neighboring schools.  For your information, our Saint 
Philip School is doing very well this year with 220+ 
students in Pre-School through Grade 8. Last week, 
members of the SRCES Board of Directors visited both 
Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scotland Parish 
on two di�erent evenings to present statistical data and 
other information to members of the Pastoral Council 
and Finance Council of each parish community. Because 
of the pandemic, attendance was limited to these council 
members, but I will share information about the two 
schools in upcoming parish bulletins.

Next, in the coming 4 months, the SRCES Board of Direc-
tors will seek input and will look at a number of options 
for these two schools in terms of possible consolidation 
or mutual cooperation. The SRCES Board of Directors will 
study the two campuses, the educational strength of 
each school, the various programs, and many other 
details in order to give shape to our future together as 
neighboring Catholic schools.

As this study continues, our Principal and I will provide 
information to the school community and to the parish 
community as well. Thank you for your interest in this 
process and for your patience and understanding as we 
move our two Catholic elementary schools into the 
future.  

Replacing a Kelty Hall stairwell at Saint Philip Church

Earlier in 2020, our maintenance sta� discovered that the 
stairs which descend down into Kelty Hall from Saint 
Philip Church’s front doors needed replacement. From a 
damaged downspout, water was flowing into that front 
stairwell. These steps down to the hall and the church 
restrooms are being replaced at this time by the John 
Sommer Construction Company of the South Hills.  
Please do NOT enter that stairwell until the work is fully 
completed in October. Many thanks got to John Sommer 
and his sta� as they repair this important access to and 
exit from Kelty Hall.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather for the Sunday Liturgies here in our 
parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. Please make a seating 
reservation through the Saint Philip Parish internet site.  
You’ll appreciate and enjoy our weekday Mass as well as 
the company of those who also participate!

Enjoy the coming months of Autumn in this wonderful 
time of the year! 

Best wishes, once again, for this week and for the months 
ahead as we enter into the Autumn!  As always, thank you 
very much for your goodness and your generosity to our 
parish community, to one another, to those in need, and 
to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato

Eucharistic Holy Hour with Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament and Benediction is held every First Saturday 
of the month at Ascension Worship Site following the 
8:00am Mass.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is held the last 
Saturday of the month at Ascension Worship Site follow-
ing the 8:00am Mass.

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!
If you are unable to attend Mass, you may mail your 
weekly o�ering to the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry Street, 
Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it o� in the mail box located 
outside the main o�ce door.  St. Philip Parish also o�ers 
the option for ONLINE GIVING.  

PARISH OFFICES 
The Parish O�ces are closed until further notice for all 
in-person business. The o�ces may be contacted by 
phone Monday through Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm. 

JUST A REMINDER. . .
Sunday Masses 

• 25% Occupancy:  150 (SP) & 100 (A) may gather at each 
Mass as per the directives of the Diocese.

Attendees at every Mass should:
• Enter church no earlier than 30 minutes before Mass 
through the Courtyard Door (St. Philip) and Main 
Doors (Ascension).

• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.
• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families 
may sit together).

• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
  (The church will be sanitized after each Mass).

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS
www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq
Reservations accepted by phone from those without 
internet access on Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am 
to 12:00 noon. Call the parish o�ce at 412-922-6300, x 5.

ADDICTION RECOVERY SUNDAY – 
SEPTEMBER 27

Why:  The Need is Urgent Due to the Pandemic
How:  Prayer, Comfort and Community

There is currently a pandemic within the pandemic that 
is devastating individuals and families.

Alcohol abuse, illicit substances, and opioids were 
already at epic proportions prior to the pandemic. Now, 
there is an alarming rise in substance abuse which has 
had negative e�ects on people’s emotional and spiritual 
health.   

By participating in Recovery Sunday, you can help the 
broken souls who are in need.

By participating in Recovery Sunday, you can help 
bring healing to our nation.

Please pray for all those recovering from addiction.  
Support them in whatever ways you can and pray for all 
those who have yet to realize they need help with their 
addictions.

X TREME CAR & TRUCK ACCESSORIES

Thank you for helping to underwrite the 
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.
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Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the season of 
Autumn! I hope that you, your family, and everyone in 
our parish community are healthy and doing well.   
Please continue praying for an e�ective vaccination and 
an end to this time of ongoing and serious viral illness.   
Let’s also pray for a renewal of our faith in the Lord and 
our life as a community, as families, and as individuals 
before 2021 arrives!

The Lord knows us best of all

All of us have our thoughts about one another. That’s very 
human. We have thoughts and judgements about one 
another depending on a person’s appearance or through 
brief interactions with them. Sometimes, our thoughts 
about others are positive and complimentary. Other 
times, we are harsh, critical and demeaning because of 
others’ looks, race, gender, size, or personality. All too 
often, we make judgments about individuals, families, or 
groups before we even get to know them personally.  

Yet, in today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that God knows 
us better than anyone else. Jesus reminds us that, quite 
often, what the Lord knows about us is far better and 
more laudable than what those around us may think 
about us. As such, our lesson this week is that we should 
think well of others and not quickly or unfairly make 
judgements about them. Those whom we may not 
typically admire may actually be closer to the goodness 
and life of God than we could ever imagine.

Rather than being harsh toward others, may we have a 
positive attitude toward all others. May we o�er a prayer 
of blessing for others instead of criticizing them. May we 
see everyone as a child of God, and may we truly see the 
Lord’s grace and light shining in the lives of so many 
others in our families and our community. God bless!

Important school building renovations – and your help!

Saint Philip School has received a very generous grant of 

$50,000 from the Wolf Family of Maronda Homes and 
their Depositum Fidei (‘The Deposit of Faith’) Foundation 
for a capital improvement to be accomplished this year 
within our school building. We’re all very, very grateful to 
the Wolf Family for this tremendous gift. Having received 
these funds, the decision has been made to direct this 
grant toward the replacement of the original windows in 
the school building’s third section which was construct-
ed in 1953. This gift will fund the replacement of half the 
old windows. The total replacement cost is more than 
$95,000.

As such, may I ask you: Might you help us in this renova-
tion e�ort? As members of our Saint Philip Parish com-
munity, as the school community, as Saint Philip School 
alumni, and as supporters and friends of Saint Philip 
School, I’d like to encourage you and everyone to help us 
match this $50,000 grant so that we can replace all of the 
old windows in the 1953 section of our school building 
within the coming months. A donation of $1000, $500, 
$250, $100 or $50 will help us reach our goal if you and 
many members within our local community give your 
generous support.  

We’ll be reaching out to all those whom we can contact to 
ask for support in the coming months. Would you be 
among the first to give your donation to this important 
e�ort? If yes, please send your check (payable to Saint 
Philip Parish  --  memo: School Window Replacement)  to 
Saint Philip School at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15205. Through our parish bulletin, I’ll keep you 
updated on this project and on our fundraising e�ort.  

Thank you very much for your consideration of this 
request as we hope to match our $50,000 grant from the 
Wolf Family before December so that we might accom-
plish this much needed improvement in our parish 
school building. Thank you, and God bless!

Exploring the future of our local Catholic schools

As you know, all of the Catholic elementary schools of 
the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh are being consolidated 
into four regional groupings to strengthen our schools by 
joining them to one another administratively. As for the 
Catholic schools of the South and the West, they’re all 
now joined together in the South Regional Catholic 
Elementary Schools (or SRCES). Within SRCES, some 
mergers of schools have already taken place. Ave Maria 
Academy was created from the schools formerly known 

as Saint Anne, Saint Bernard, Our Lady of Grace, and Saint 
Thomas More, and two campuses are now in use in the 
South Hills.

This month, the SRCES Board of Directors has asked the 
schools of Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scot-
land Parish in Green Tree to begin discussing our future 
as neighboring schools.  For your information, our Saint 
Philip School is doing very well this year with 220+ 
students in Pre-School through Grade 8. Last week, 
members of the SRCES Board of Directors visited both 
Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scotland Parish 
on two di�erent evenings to present statistical data and 
other information to members of the Pastoral Council 
and Finance Council of each parish community. Because 
of the pandemic, attendance was limited to these council 
members, but I will share information about the two 
schools in upcoming parish bulletins.

Next, in the coming 4 months, the SRCES Board of Direc-
tors will seek input and will look at a number of options 
for these two schools in terms of possible consolidation 
or mutual cooperation. The SRCES Board of Directors will 
study the two campuses, the educational strength of 
each school, the various programs, and many other 
details in order to give shape to our future together as 
neighboring Catholic schools.

As this study continues, our Principal and I will provide 
information to the school community and to the parish 
community as well. Thank you for your interest in this 
process and for your patience and understanding as we 
move our two Catholic elementary schools into the 
future.  

Replacing a Kelty Hall stairwell at Saint Philip Church

Earlier in 2020, our maintenance sta� discovered that the 
stairs which descend down into Kelty Hall from Saint 
Philip Church’s front doors needed replacement. From a 
damaged downspout, water was flowing into that front 
stairwell. These steps down to the hall and the church 
restrooms are being replaced at this time by the John 
Sommer Construction Company of the South Hills.  
Please do NOT enter that stairwell until the work is fully 
completed in October. Many thanks got to John Sommer 
and his sta� as they repair this important access to and 
exit from Kelty Hall.

Looking for something to do each morning?

While many gather for the Sunday Liturgies here in our 
parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each 
weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at 
home watching television when you can come to the Litur-
gy for prayer and for time with other parish members?

Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving 
the Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings 
for your daily life. Know that you’re all welcome! Come 
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday at Ascension church. Please make a seating 
reservation through the Saint Philip Parish internet site.  
You’ll appreciate and enjoy our weekday Mass as well as 
the company of those who also participate!

Enjoy the coming months of Autumn in this wonderful 
time of the year! 

Best wishes, once again, for this week and for the months 
ahead as we enter into the Autumn!  As always, thank you 
very much for your goodness and your generosity to our 
parish community, to one another, to those in need, and 
to me as the new pastor.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May 
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish 
community now and always!

Yours,    

Father Jim Torquato

Around the 
Diocese and 
Community

PRE-MARRIAGE CLASSES
The Diocese of Pittsburgh o�ers pre-marriage classes 
every other month. They are taught by a priest and an 
experienced married couple. These classes generally 
meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Each couple is 
required to attend four Tuesdays or four Thursdays.  The 
topics included are marriage as a vocation and as a 
sacrament, communication and conflict resolution, 
morality, and sex and sexuality.
A schedule of these classes and a registration form can be 
found on the Diocesan website homepage at the bottom:  
www.diopitt.org. There are also pre-marriage classes 
o�ered at various parishes throughout the Diocese 
during the year. A schedule of these classes can be 
obtained by contacting the O�ce for Adult and Family 
Faith Formation at 412-456-3160 or familylife@diopitt.org.

RETROUVAILLE — A LIFELINE FOR TROUBLED 
MARRIAGES
Retrouvaille, a French word meaning “rediscovery,” is a 
weekend specifically geared for couples with di�cult 
and painful marital problems. Retrouvaille o�ers hope 
and help to couples considering separation as well as 
those already separated or divorced that want to take 
another look at their marriage commitment.
Retrouvaille has helped hundreds of couples in 
Pittsburgh and tens of thousands of couples worldwide 
heal their marriage. For more information, call 
412-277-3434; or E-mail: 3041@retrouvaille.org; or visit us 
on the web: www.helpourmarriage.com. 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend is a renewal 
time for couples in opening up new pathways of 
communication and commitment to their own vocation.
The weekend allows time for married couples to escape 
the everyday distractions of life to focus attention solely 
on each other. Couples are able to restore their 
communication, renew their commitment and rekindle 
the romance from the early days of their marriage during 
their own personal sharing.

For more information, call 412-635-7775 or visit, 
www.wwme-pittsburgh.org.

ENGAGED ENCOUNTER
A Wedding is a Day... A Marriage is a Lifetime!
The decision to get married is one of the most serious and 
life-changing commitments a couple will ever make.  
Catholic Engaged Encounter will help prepare engaged 
couples for their lives as husband and wife. Through a 
series of writings and shared exercises, couples are invited 
to explore many aspects of their relationship, spiritual lives 
and expectations of marriage in a deeply profound way.
The weekend is led by two married couples who give a 
series of brief presentations about issues such as 
communication, commitment, conflict resolution, 
values, the role of faith and the Sacrament of Marriage.
Throughout the weekend, every couple has the time and 
space to share their thoughts and feeling privately with 
one another. For details and a schedule, call 412-861-0262 
or visit:  www.PittsburghEngagedEncounter.org.

END OF LIFE CARE
Human life is a gift from God.  As Christians, we accept this 
gift with full responsibility and dignity. That same 
responsibility should be assumed if faced with a life-limiting 
illness. Catholic Hospice, a non-profit, Medicare-certified 
hospice program, upholds Catholic doctrine while 
providing quality comfort care when curative treatments 
are no longer an option.  Serving the community members 
in their homes throughout Allegheny, Beaver and Butler 
Counties, Catholic Hospice is the area’s faith-based end of 
life care provider. For more information, including 
volunteer opportunities, please call 1-866-933-6221.



GRACE PROGRAM
Our September program will be held on September 29 in 
school during which all summer enrollments will be 
remembered and we will celebrate the Feast of the 
Archangels.  Any donation is gratefully accepted and 
directly benefits the school. Deadline for October 
enrollments is October 15. The October celebration will 
include the Respect Life Rosary. Requests for enrollment 
may be made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/ 
support-sps or may be placed in the collection basket or 
sent to the school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205. Thank you to all for your support of 
the GRACE Program.

COMING SOON!
The popular SPS Spirit Walk will be coming on October 20! 
Watch the bulletin for an opportunity to support our 
school with spirit signs. Let’s spread St. Philip School’s 
presence and contribution throughout the Crafton 
community!

THIS WEEK AT SPS
Life is returning to somewhat normal at SPS. 6B teacher, 
Jessica Shade reports that the students are so happy to be 
back in school together. The students are also grateful to be 
returning to School Mass which is private for the students 
only because of social distancing. Grades 5-8 attended 

St. Philip 
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Mass this week. Next week, Grades K-4 will attend. With 
strict social distancing in place, the students filled the 
church. It is good to see the children back in the pews.
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ENROLLED DONOR             ENROLLED                       DONOR

Charles H. Spires A Friend Bill & Thelma Seaman Family & Friends
Jack & Bernice Sigh Bernice Sigh Kim Harbaugh St. Philip School Family
Mary Collins Klemmer Mary Pat Collins Mr. & Mrs. Jack McGinley Family
Harry Collins Mary Pat Collins Albert Dzurichko Mr. & Mrs Douglas Hagg
Byron & Pat Collins Family & Friends Joseph & Margaret Tracy Family & Friends
Mary Jo Dowds Family & Friends Jim Reilly Family
Sr. Jane Catherine Bernice Sigh Sister Annina Fox Friends  
Vincent Rea, Jr. Vincent Rea Family John Sebesta Virginia Sebesta
Vincent Rea, Sr. Italia Rea Robert M. & Sara K. Chamberlin Chamberlin Family
Vincent & Italia Rea Vincent & Italia Rea Family Tom Petrone Family & Friends
Marie Renvers Joe Renvers William & Gen Kennedy Family & Friends
Ken&Audrey Werner Werner&Wrabley Family Edward Witt Family & Friends
Helen Hennessey Pete, Matt, & Amanda 
Drew & Florence Starr Friends & Family Terry & Delys Keeley Pat Keeley
Barrett Family Family Smith & Colosimo Families Mr & Mrs Jay Smith
Boden Family Family Marilyn Seitz Bob Seitz
Sam Hicks Peter Hennessey Gwyn Groh Alice Tempert
William Ley Family & Friends Marcel & Margaret Laurent Miss Astwood
MaryAdelaide&Christopher Sprowls Family & Friends Thomas W. Hipkiss, Jr Hipkiss Family
Thomas Sworski, PhD Stanley Sworski Sr. Rosaire St. Phlip School Family
Mary & Edward Stewart  Eileen Cox Florence Hall  
Tom Leskanic Anthony S. Michalski Jeremy Dentel  
Tim Megyesy Family & Friends Richard Smith  Josie  Surma
Thomas & Angela Witt Family & Friends John Ocheske  
Msgr. Robert Garland The Chamberlin Family John & Betty Bodnar Donna Bodnar
Daniel Brannan St. Philip Children Richard Smith Gail Gilles
Ignatius Laux Family and Friends Roberta Scanlon  
Don Mixon Family and Friends Barbara Gilles  
Ed Leithauser Family and Friends Sr. M. Rosaire Wilker  
Alice Bryson Shock John Shock Margaret Barker St. Phlip School Family
Edward Huth Family and Friends Mrs. Marg Boss Anita Macklin& Family
Joseph Hayes Family and Friends Florence Hall Marge Reilly

DECEASED              

DECEASED  -  PERPETUAL DECEASED  -  PERPETUAL

Rose Rynn St. Phlip School Family Catherine Kletter Elaine Koller
Fr. Walter Dvorak Karen Kletter
Mary Ann Garfold Mary Catherine Rogers St. Phlip School Family
Bob Brewer Rosie Sr. Adele Rogers,S.C.

Karen Werner  
Andrew Stickman St. Phlip School Family Donna Lee Howard

Donald Killmeyer  
Virginia Roth St. Phlip School Family Rose Givvin

David Szczypinski
Bishop Winter St. Phlip School Family Richard Heisler  
Carl Macino Anita Macklin Teddy Gaye Majireik

Kathy Gallagher  
Mary Ann Garfold Rosie Eileen Hodgson

Michael Koczan  
Kristopher O. Wilson  

Sr. Mary Ann Corr,S.C. St Phlip School Family Dennis Pendleton
Sr. Mary Victor Powers,S.C.  Sr. Adele Rogers, S.C. Mc Devitt Family
Sr. Constance A. Bahl,S.C.  Mary Gretchen Barth Anita Macklin

Don Mixon Dorothy & Regis
Don Mixon Jerry & Peggy Wrabley Family

Fr. Jack Forbidussi St. Phlip School Family Florence Hall   
Eileen Wolbert

25th Anniversary of Ordination

NEW BABY

RETIREMENT

BIRTHDAY

THINKING of YOU

JUBILEE - 60 & 65 Years

GET WELL DECEASED              

Our September program will be held on September 29 in school and will celebrate the 
Feast of the Archangels. Summer enrollments will be remembered. Any donation is 
gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school. Deadline for October enrollments 
is October 15.The October celebration will include the Respect Life Rosary.

GRACE PROGRAM
PROGRAM ENROLLEES

September 29, 2020

AUTUMN
is HERE
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RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)
We are beginning another journey of faith as the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion continues.

If you desire to become Catholic but are not baptized or were baptized in 
another faith; or if you were baptized Catholic but never received (First) 
Holy Communion and/or Confirmation, please contact MaryAnn Garfold 
at 412-922-6388 to learn more about the RCIA process. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION-IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
During this time of COVID-19, we are blessed to know that God is always 
with us guiding us through our adjustments. God’s love for us continues to 
be the foundation of our faith. Sharing this love is an important part of our 
family life. Our Faith Formation has taken this into consideration as we 
adjust to these times.  We support parents in our once a month gathering 
approach. Families gather in Kelty Hall on Monday nights once a month 
according to last name. Social Distancing, Sanitizing, Air Circulation and 
Safety Precautions are put in place. Learning activities are provided for 
At-Home Study the remainder of the month. As we approach the New Faith 
Formation Year, we find a number of children have not registered. If your 
child attends public school and plans on receiving the Sacrament of First 
Eucharist or Confirmation this year, it is important to register. It is also 
important for children who have previously attended religious educa-
tion to continue their faith formation program. To receive a registration 
form call MaryAnn at 412-922-6388. NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED 
AT THE DOOR DURING SESSIONS. Please register before October 2.

A NOTE FROM MARYANN: A blessed and happy Autumn Season to each of 
you. There is so much excitement in the air as we begin a new school year, a 
new year of religious education and increased attendance at Mass. In the 
Church calendar, this is a very exciting season. The readings today call us to be 
mindful of God’s mercy and to remember that together we are united in the 
Love of Jesus. It calls us to be humble and to serve the needs of others. Let us 
intentionally and by chance do something kind for another this week. We 
might begin by thinking of someone and intentionally thinking kind wishes 
and kind thoughts for that person. We may perhaps say a short prayer for that 
person as we remember that all are brothers and sisters in Christ. May Christ’s 
love guide our actions and thoughts this week. 

Religious  
Education

Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education  
412-922-6388 stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

BREADCRUMBS: This week we celebrate 
the Feast of Achangels Michael, Gabriel 
and Raphael. Because of his battle with 
Satan, Michael is known as a protecting 
angel. When we fear for ourselves, our 
family or our country, we can turn to him 
for help.  Because of his role in Jesus birth, 
Gabriel is seen as an announcing angel. 
When we are confused about what God 
wants from us or when we face a di�cult 
decision, we can pray to Gabriel. Because 
of his role in curing Tobit’s blindness, 
Raphael is recognized as a healing angel. 
When we face sickness or are trapped in a 
habit of sin, we can call out to Raphael for 
help. Angels help us in many ways. I once 
knew of a woman who had lost an 
important check. Someone suggested she 
pray to her guardian angel who, after all, 
was there and knows where she put it. She 
did pray to her guardian angel along with 
Archangel Gabriel and found the check 
within the hour. Let us pray to the angels 
this week for one another and our country.

This Sunday is the Feast of St. Vincent de 
Paul. Let us reflect upon his words:

“If God is the center of your life, no words 
are necessary. Your mere presence 

will touch hearts.”
“We should spend as much time in 

thanking God for His benefits as we do 
in asking Him for them.”

“Let us allow God to act; He brings things 
to completion when we least expect it.”
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Ministries 
& Societies

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE
This Sunday, September 27, is the feast day of our name-
sake, St. Vincent de Paul. Our organization’s founder, Fred-
eric Ozanam, named the Society after St. Vincent due to his 
dedication to service to the poor.  

St. Vincent de Paul was born on April 24, 1581 to a poor 
family in Pouy, France. Vincent decided to become a priest 
in order to earn money to support his family. He was 
ordained at the age of 19 after lying about his age to become 
a priest at a younger age than was allowed. According to 
legend, he was captured by pirates and sold into slavery 
while traveling from his hometown of Pouy to Toulouse, 
where he attended university. He eventually was sold to a 
former Christian who had converted to Islam. After hearing 
Vincent sing songs praising God, the slave owner’s wife 
scolded her husband until he converted back to Christiani-
ty. After his conversion, the slave owner and Vincent 
escaped from Africa back to France, where Vincent was 
given his freedom. 

Vincent did not realize his calling to serve the poor until a 
chance encounter with a gravely ill man in 1617.  During his 
time as a tutor to the children of a wealthy Parisian family, 
Vincent traveled with the family to their country home, 
where he was asked to hear the confession of a dying peas-
ant. Through the confession, Vincent learned that neither 
the spiritual, nor corporal needs of the poor were being met. 
The man eventually recovered and told the countess for 
which Vincent worked that Vincent had saved his soul by 
hearing his confession. The countess was so moved by this 
man’s testimony that she asked Vincent to be her spiritual 
director and donated to his new mission to serve the poor.

St. Vincent de Paul fulfilled his calling to serve the poor by 
starting the Congregation of the Mission, which is an orga-
nization of priests and laymen who go on mission, mostly 
to rural areas, to preach to the people and perform works 
of charity. Vincent also partnered with his contemporary, 
St. Louise de Marillac, in order to organize noblewomen to 
serve the less fortunate. This e�ort later turned into the 

Ladies of Charity. Poor girls were recruited to help the 
Ladies of Charity, which became the Daughters of Charity. 

Vincent passed away on September 27, 1660 after dedicating 
most of his life to serving the poor and e�ecting social change 
in France. He was canonized by Pope Clement XII in 1737 and 
was named the patron saint of all works of charity by Pope 
Leo XIII. (References include www.ewtn.com/catholicism/ 
saints/vincent-de-paul-795 and www.ewtn.com/catholicism/ 
library/st-vincent-de-paul-5928.)

We pray that we will all be able and willing to see the face 
of God in the poor as St. Vincent did, and that our dedica-
tion to serving the poor is strengthened on his feast day!

We would like to remind you that there is still time to buy 
tickets for the Help Thy Neighbor ra�e. The grand prize is 
$1,500.00. Tickets will be sold through November 6. You 
can buy ra�e tickets online at https://svdppitt.org/news- 
and-events/help-thy-neighbor/. Be sure to specify that you 
are supporting the St. Philip Conference. You can also 
purchase ra�e tickets by calling or texting our hotline at 
412-444-8140 or emailing us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail. 
com.  All of the money raised will stay with our conference 
and go to help friends in need in our community.

If you would like to make a monetary donation or a dona-
tion of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please place your dona-
tion in one of the poor boxes, mail them to the parish o�ce 
at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205, or donate online    
by visiting https://saintphilipchurch.weshareonline.org/ 
ws/opportunities/SaintVincentDePaul. If you would like to 
make a donation of furniture or household goods, please 
call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 or email us at svdp. 
saint.philip@gmail.com. If you would like to donate cloth-
ing, shoes or accessories, please place your donation in the 
blue bins in front of the Hope House at St. Philip or in the 
rear parking lot at Ascension, or you can call, text or email 
us to arrange a pickup if you are unable to transport them 
yourself. Please do not place any other items in those bins 
or leave anything outside of them because they will be 
thrown away. Also, we are always looking for volunteers!  
Any donation of your time is extremely valuable to us. If 
you’d like to join us in helping our friends in need or just 
want to learn more, please call, text or email us for more 
information.

As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of 
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 or 
email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.
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 — AROUND THE COMMUNITY —

HELP WANTED – ANGELS’ PLACE
Star 4 and NAEYC Accredited centers seeking 
Full-Time Early Childhood Education Lead Teachers 
for locations on the North Side and Swissvale. 
Angels’ Place is a nonprofit comprehensive early 
childhood education and family support program 
that provides child care and related services to 
single, low-income, full-time students and working 
parents. EOE. Qualifications:

• Associate’s or Bachelor’s Degree in ECE or 
related field

• Experience working with families who face 
at-risk challenges

• Clearances and Health Appraisal
• Valid Driver’s License preferred.
• Ability to lift up to 50 lbs.

We O�er: Medical, Dental, Vision & Life Insurance;  Paid 
Vacation, Sick, Personal and Holidays; Free Meals/Parking; 
and Education and Training Opportunities.

If you enjoy working with children and would like 
an opportunity to make a real impact on the lives 
of children and parents, and to work in a warm, 
supportive environment, please email resumes 
and references to: angelsplacepittsburgh@gmail. 
com. Learn more at: www.angelsplacepgh.org.

BISHOP CANEVIN BINGO
Until regular bingo resumes, Bishop Canevin 
o�ers an Instant Ticket event every Saturday night 
from 7:00pm to 9:30pm. You can sit inside or 
outside. All CDC recommendations are followed 
including temperature checks at the door.

Also o�ered is a ZOOM online bingo every 
Monday from 7:00pm to 8:30pm. You can 
purchase bingo cards for the Saturday night ticket 
event on Mondays from 5:00pm to 6:30pm. Prizes 
are based on amount sold. For more information, 
visit our website at bingo-at-bc.com.
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JIM & LOU TORCASI
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Windows • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
 922-0543 922-8044Parishioners

 COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh
 412-921-4504 Pharmacy 921-7250

 (412) 928-2757
 www.olandertree.com
 TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
 GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
 STUMP GRINDING
Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

HERSHBERGERHERSHBERGER
STOVER INCSTOVER INC
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

CREMATION SERVICESCREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213(412) 921-0213
170 Noble Ave. • Crafton170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FDJAMES G. STOVER, FD

 A Veteran Owned
 Funeral Home

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
Driveways • Basement Floors

Steps • Sidewalks • etc.
Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway

Stone • Retaining walls • Licensed and Insured
(412) 921-5685

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

www.westhillslaw.com

West Hills Law
412-329-6959

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
 • DUI
 • Personal Injury
 • Estate Planning
 • Estate Administration
 5021 Noblestown Rd.
 Oakdale, PA

“CALL THE DOCTOR”
D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers

(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.
State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs
4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service

email: schuler293@comcast.com website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

45 Years of Quality Service

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
No job too big or too small! We do 

kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't be fooled" p a  l aw  a l l o w s  You t o  Choose your repair shop

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

free
estiMates

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

 GOOD ORTHODONTICS
 Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
 Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.
 “We shall never know all
 the good that a simple
 smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
 Washington Pleasant Hills Mt. Lebanon
 724-225-1114 412-655-4660 412-344-4663

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso 
412.431.0500

Sales • Rentals • Property Management

www.galassorealestate.com

Buyer & Seller Representation 

Serving Entire Pittsburgh Area for Over 60 Years 

Professional Leasing and Rental Property & 
Management Services for Your Investment
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WOLBERT
AUTO BODY & REPAIR

– Family Business –
Serving the community

for over 40 years
 Pennsylvania
 State Inspection
 24-Hour
 Emergency Towing

 922-8898
47 East Crafton Ave.

 Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
 4245 Steubenville Pike
 Pittsburgh, PA 15205

 (412) 922-2171

CRAFTON
SERVICE CENTER

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-922-6265
328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE

Family Owned Since 1959 
 We do PA State Inspections
 and general auto repairs.
 Bus stops at door.

3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309
www.schneidersauto.com

  BRUNI PLUMBING, INCBRUNI PLUMBING, INC
 Thomas Bruni Thomas Bruni
 Registered Master Plumber Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow CertifiedD.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified
412-921-1433412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.
 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705
 John Paul Schwartzmiller,  John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral DirectorFuneral Director • Anthony G. Staab,  • Anthony G. Staab, SupervisorSupervisor

Family OwnedFamily Owned
Since 1886Since 1886

 William F. Conroy PatriCk m. mCGoWan
 Funeral Director/Supervisor Funeral Director

Pre-PlanninG • traditional & Cremation ServiCeS

2944 Chartiers Avenue   Phone: 412-331-5192
www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com

 ~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

 Charles H. Sakai
 Family Dentistry

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411

(412) 596-4346

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–

GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road

(412) 771-4151 McKees Rocks

 Murphy s Family Dentistry
 Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.
 412-331-6712  412-331-6712 
 2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber ShopRege’s Barber Shop
Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner

412-458-5357
3 W. Prospect Ave. 

(across from Ingram Busway)

PAINTING
Interior - Exterior 
35 years experience

(412) 403-2099
Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner

License: PA133887

THIS SPACE IS

Caring Since 1886 Caring Since 1886 

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 Family Owned & Operated
 Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700
4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~
APPLIANCEAPPLIANCE

SERVICE CENTERSERVICE CENTER
tOver 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

“The Appliance Experts”
WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

Flowers For 
All Occasions

600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100
www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

“Do It Right Call”

PAVE-RITE
(412) 264-8404

JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT 
jackand@paverite.net

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA 

150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: 412-257-1779 

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978
www.XtremeTruck.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313
www.bridgevilleappliance.com

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc.
b. david mcdermott, b. david mcdermott, 
supervisor / parishioner supervisor / parishioner 412.921.3661412.921.3661CREMATION OPTIONS

schepnermcdermott.comschepnermcdermott.com

crafton crafton 
pa 15205pa 15205


