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MASS SCHEDULE

Masses are held at Saint Philip Church and Ascension Church
LOCATION

TIME

MASS INTENTION

REQUESTED BY

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 — WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Peter & Art Dobbins

Family

Saint Philip

4:00pm (V)

Living & Deceased Members Priselac Family
of John Priselac Familly

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Frank Leone

St. Philip Parish
Pastoral Council

CONFESSION
Offered Saturdays from 12:15pm to
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: A seminar is required for
first-time parents. Baptisms are
celebrated on the first and third
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension
Worship Site. Please call the Religious
Education Office at 412-922-6388 for
more information.
Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted
six months in advance of wedding.
Participation in Pre-Cana Program
required. Please contact the Parish
Priests for more information.
Anointing of the Sick: Following a
weekend Mass and on the last
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at
Ascension Worship Site.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA): Call the Office of Religious
Education for more information.
Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the
Parish Priests for more information.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 — TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Saint Philip

7:00am

John Priselac

Konrad, Duncan &
Jezerski Families

Ascension

9:30am

Joseph C. Schuler

Brothers & Sisters

Saint Philip

11:00am

Joseph & Helen Mrmich

Son, Darko

Doris Urbatis

Ed & Diana Skinger

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5 — WEEKDAY
Saint Philip

8:00am

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6 — WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 — OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY
Saint Philip

8:00am

Elmer Ions Family

Mary Ann Dimeo

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8 — WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Marilyn Seitz

Husband

Deceased of Shields and
Englert Families

Mark W. Shields

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9 — WEEKDAY
Saint Philip

8:00am

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 — WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Felix & Ottlee Rodgers

Pat Rodgers

Saint Philip

4:00pm (V)

Anniv. Donald C. Kapres, Sr. Wife & Family

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Anniv. Donna Okraszewski

Children

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 — TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a
person who has been hurt by abuse from
clergy or others associated with the Church,
the Diocese of Pittsburgh offers assistance
with counseling, spiritual direction and
referrals to other supportive services.
For information, contact our Diocesan Victim
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.
Protecting God’s Children —
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235
CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse
Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.
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Saint Philip

7:00am

Pat Ference & Michael Ayres

Sister, Beth Ayres

Ascension

9:30am

Ralph Norman

Jenny Dugan & Family

Saint Philip

11:00am

William Myers

Wife, Mary Ellen

SUNDAY COLLECTION
Last Sunday’s Collection totaled: $5,096.00

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

WEEKLY PRAYER

The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time | 3

Notes

thanks to our Creator and Lord. We can invite those close to
us to open their hearts to the Lord and let the Spirit of God
inspire them to believe!

Pastor

Likewise, we can also pray often every day that the Holy
Spirit of God will enter into the hearts and souls of all Catholic Christians and lead them back to Jesus and to the faith,
peace, prayer, goodness, and gratitude that are essential to
our discipleship. We certainly don’t want to forfeit the Kingdom of God as did our ancestors. Rather, may each of us play
our small part and encourage faith and fidelity to the Lord
where and how we can in our own individual lives. God
bless!

from the

Greetings everyone, and best wishes for the month of October! I hope that you, your family, and everyone in our parish
community are healthy and doing well. Please continue
praying for an effective vaccination and an end to this time
of ongoing and serious viral illness. Let’s also pray for a
renewal of our faith in the Lord and our life as a community,
as families, and as individuals before 2021 arrives!
Being faithful to the Lord
Last Sunday, after the celebration of Baptism here in our
parish, a friend of the family spoke to me about her
concerns for our nation and society and world. As she
remarked, religious faith and everyday life in our communities and in our nation aren’t what they once were. Of course,
I think that all of us who are at least middle-aged and older
would agree with her sentiment. At the same time, however,
we can only do what we can do within our limited sphere of
influence. No individual can improve the world or humanity
very easily. There are 7.5 billion of us on the earth, and
changing the minds and hearts of all people takes more
than one individual.
The same is true when it comes to stirring up true faith and
discipleship in all members of the Lord’s Church. In today’s
Gospel passage, Jesus speaks of how the people of Israel –
the first People of God – forfeited the Kingdom of God by
their lack of faithfulness. Jesus speaks of the Kingdom of
God being handed over to a new people. Now, twenty
centuries later, we might ask if we – the New People of God
– are ourselves forfeiting the Kingdom when 75%+ of our
members and families have little or no interest in Jesus or
the Gospel or the Church or God. I think that all of us see this
as a serious concern.
However, as much as no one of us can change society or
humanity, none of us can individually change the hearts
and minds of all inactive fellow church members. What we
can do is make a difference in our own families and neighborhoods by sharing our faith with those who share this life
with us. We can tell others how we believe in God the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. We can tell those around us
how blessed we are by God and how we know God’s Love in
our hearts and our lives. We can encourage others to give
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Pillars of our Catholic Christian Faith
Several weeks ago, I listed the three most fundamental
beliefs of Catholic Christianity. As you recall, they are: 1.) the
Divine Trinity – there is one Almighty God in three Divine
Persons; 2.) the Incarnation – the Divine Son of God became
fully human in the person of Jesus of Nazareth; and 3.) the
Resurrection – following his death on the Cross, on the third
day, Jesus was raised to new and glorious life by the Father
and the Holy Spirit.
Today, I’d like to review the three foundational pillars of
Catholic Christianity. They are: 1.) the Sacred Scriptures in
the Bible – the inspired Word of God; 2.) the early Tradition
– the Tradition from Jesus, the Apostles, and the early
Church that existed in addition to the writings of the New
Testament in the first centuries; and 3.) the Magisterium
which is the official teaching of the Church and its apostles
and shepherds beginning with the Council of Jerusalem in
the first years of Christianity and continuing through all the
official councils of the Church. These three pillars are often
abbreviated “S.T.M.” for easy remembrance. All three of
these pillars are essential to Christianity and the Church!
In recent centuries, many Christians have claimed that “our
faith is all about the Bible,” but in reality, since the first
centuries, these three pillars have all been of tremendous
importance. In fact, the Apostolic Tradition and the official
Magisterium came into existence even before the writings of
the New Testament existed. The Bible is of tremendous
importance, but the full and balanced faith of the Church
includes the ancient and original Tradition as well as all the
official teachings (the Magisterium) of the Catholic Church
since the first years after Jesus’ life, death, and Resurrection.
Take a look at the Catechism of the Catholic Church and
every approved catechism of the Church. You’ll see there
countless passages from and references to the Scriptures,
the Tradition, and the Magisterium. We are blessed to have

not only one pillar of Christianity but THREE pillars of our
faith. Get to know them all. Read the Catechism of the Catholic Church AND the Bible, and you’ll have the complete
picture of our Christian faith as it has been believed and
lived in the Catholic Church for 2000 years. God bless!

Scotland Parish on two different evenings to present statistical data and other information to members of the Pastoral
Council and Finance Council of each parish community.
Because of the pandemic, attendance was limited to these
council members, but I will share information about the
two schools in upcoming parish bulletins.

And now for some repeat articles, just in case you missed them…

Now, in the coming 3 months, the SRCES Board of Directors
will seek input and will look at a number of options for
these two schools in terms of possible consolidation or
mutual cooperation. The SRCES Board of Directors will study
the two campuses, the educational strength of each school,
the various programs, and many other details in order to
give shape to our future together as neighboring Catholic
schools.

Looking for something to do each morning?
While many gather for the Sunday Liturgies here in our
parish, know that you’re also welcome to join us each weekday morning for the 8:00am Liturgy. Why just sit at home
watching television when you can come to the Liturgy for
prayer and for time with other parish members?
Participating in the weekday 8:00am Mass and receiving the
Eucharist are wonderful practices and true blessings for
your daily life. Know that you’re all most welcome! Come
join us at 8:00am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at
Saint Philip church and at 8:00am on Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday at Ascension church. Please make a seating
reservation through the Saint Philip Parish internet site or by
calling the parish office. You’ll appreciate and enjoy our
weekday Mass as well as the company of those who also
participate!
Exploring the future of our local Catholic schools
As you know, all of the Catholic elementary schools of the
Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh are being consolidated into
four regional groupings to strengthen our schools by joining
them to one another administratively. As for the Catholic
schools of the South and the West, they’re all now joined
together in the South Regional Catholic Elementary
Schools (or SRCES). Within SRCES, some mergers of schools
have already taken place. Ave Maria Academy was created
from the schools formerly known as Saint Anne, Saint
Bernard, Our Lady of Grace, and Saint Thomas More, and
two campuses are now in use in the South Hills.
Last month, the SRCES Board of Directors asked the schools
of Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of Scotland Parish
in Green Tree to begin discussing our future as neighboring
schools. For your information, our Saint Philip School is
doing very well this year with 220+ students in Pre-School
through Grade 8. Saint Margaret of Scotland School has 110
students enrolled this year.

As this study and process continue, our Principal and I will
provide information to the school community and to the
parish community as well. Thank you for your interest in
this process and for your patience and understanding as we
move our two Catholic elementary schools into the future.
Replacing a stairwell at Saint Philip Church
Earlier in 2020, our maintenance staff discovered that the
stairs which descend down into Kelty Hall from Saint Philip
Church’s front doors need replacement. From a damaged
roof downspout, water was flowing into that front stairwell.
The front steps down to the hall and the church restrooms
are being replaced at this time by the John Sommer
Construction Company of the South Hills. Please do NOT
enter that stairwell until the work is fully completed in these
weeks. Many thanks go to John Sommer and his staff as they
repair this important access to and exit from Kelty Hall.
Enjoy these months of Autumn in this wonderful time of the
year!
Best wishes, once again, for this week and for the months
ahead as we enter into the final months of 2020! As always,
thank you very much for your goodness and your generosity
to our parish community, to one another, and to those in
need.
Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May the
good Lord bless you, your family, and our parish community now and always!
Yours,

Last month, members of the SRCES Board of Directors
visited both Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of

Father Jim Torquato
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Parish
News

SUPPORT THE CHURCH’S MISSIONARY EFFORTS
World Mission Sunday and Missionary Cooperation
Sunday is on October 18. We are called through our
Baptism to be part of the Church’s missionary efforts
through prayer, self-sacrifice and support of the Mission
Church through material aid. This year, Pope Francis
asks us to respond to that call, saying, “Here I Am, Send
Me!” To “send” ourselves, we can:
1. PRAY for the Church’s worldwide missionary work.
2. OFFER financial HELP and CHARITY through the
October 18 second collection for our parish
missionary group and the World Mission Sunday
collection of the Society for the Propagation of the
Faith.

October is the month of the Holy Rosary. It is also
Respect for Life month. Let us continue to honor Our
Blessed Mother and pray the Rosary as she has requested. We also ask you to keep in your thoughts and prayers
the unborn, those contemplating abortion, the elderly
and the infirm.
RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY
Today is Respect Life Sunday. “Catholic Families should be
living symbols of our conviction that life is always a gift from
God. Teach your children to respect human life from conception to natural death. Pray as a family for an end to this evil
that destroys the weakest of the weak, the poorest of the
poor.”
- National Conference of Catholic Bishops
ANNUAL PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY
Saturday, October 10, 2020
Noon – 12:45pm at Ascension
Come and honor our Blessed Mother’s last apparition to
the three children of Fatima. The Patriotic Rosary will be
prayed for every soul in all 50 states. A patriotic hymn
will be sung between the decades of the Rosary. Chairs
will be provided with social distancing. You may also
bring your own lawn chair. Please wear a mask. Free
religious resources will be available. For questions or
concerns, please call 412-920-9091.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Eucharistic Holy Hour with Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament and Benediction is held every First Saturday
of the month at Ascension Worship Site following the
8:00am Mass.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is held the last
Saturday of the month at Ascension Worship Site following the 8:00am Mass.
PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!
If you are unable to attend Mass, you may mail your
weekly offering to the Parish Office at 114 Berry Street,
Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it off in the mail box located
outside the main office door. St. Philip Parish also offers
the option for ONLINE GIVING.
PARISH OFFICES
The Parish Offices are closed until further notice for all
in-person business. The offices may be contacted by
phone Monday through Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm.
JUST A REMINDER. . .
Sunday Masses
• 25% Occupancy: 150 (SP) & 100 (A) may gather at each
Mass as per the directives of the Diocese.
Attendees at every Mass should:
• Enter church no earlier than 30 minutes before Mass
through the Courtyard Door (St. Philip) and Main
Doors (Ascension).
• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.

• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families may sit together).
• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
(The church will be sanitized after each Mass).

Rest in Peace

We offer our sympathy to the family of
Armando “John” Pigoni, who passed into
eternal life. Please keep him in your prayers.

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS

www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq
Reservations accepted by phone from those without internet access on
Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am to 12:00 noon. Call the parish office
at 412-922-6300, x 5.
GUIDELINES FOR CATHOLIC GODPARENTS/SPONSORS
When choosing godparents or sponsors for Baptism or Confirmation,
please keep in mind the following: Godparents/Sponsors must be at least
16 years of age, and be a baptized and confirmed Roman Catholic. They
must lead a life in harmony with the Catholic Faith (including valid Catholic
marriage). The mother or father cannot be the godparent/sponsor. For the
Sacrament of Baptism: A baptized person who belongs to another Christian
community (Lutheran, Episcopal, Presbyterian, etc.) may be admitted only
as a Christian Witness (not a godparent) provided there is at least one
Roman Catholic godparent who fulfills the above criteria. A non-baptized
person cannot be a witness (Code of Canon Law, cc.872-874).

Please welcome into our faith family...
Zachary Andrew Bannon-Debski, son of
Andrew Bennett and Megan Bannon
Debski, who received the Life of Christ in
Baptism in our parish last Sunday. May he
grow in wisdom, age and grace.

HOLY MATRIN

NY

We offer our congratulations and best wishes
to Charles and Amanda (Bonitatibus)
Simone who were united in the Sacrament of
Marriage last weekend at St. Philip. May God
bless them as they begin their lives together.

INTERESTED IN HELPING OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS? AND
HELPING FAMILIES AFFORD AN EXCELLENT EDUCATION?
Learn how PA tax dollars can be redirected by businesses to provide
tuition assistance for qualified needy students. We have great news on this
opportunity! Visit: http://www.diopitt.plannedgiving.org/diopitt/giving/
5.html?section=1. Questions? Contact Michael Freker at 412-456-3055 or
email at mfreker@diopitt.org.
WEDDINGS AT ST. PHILIP PARISH
Are you seeking to be married in the Catholic Church? Would you like to
have your wedding at St. Philip Parish? Please remember that engaged
couples are required to meet with one of our parish priests for an Intake
Meeting prior to scheduling a wedding date. Diocesan policy also asks
that a six-month period of preparation take place prior to any wedding.
Couples are also asked to complete an approved Pre-Cana experience. We
strongly recommend waiting to book your reception venue until you
have met with the priest. This will ensure that there are no impediments
preventing a wedding in the Catholic Church and enable you to secure a
wedding date. Please contact Maureen Takach in the Parish Office at
412-922-6300 ext. 6 for additional information.

Sanctuary

Lamp

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns
In Loving Memory of Regis & Kathleen Kanavy
Offered by Family
This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension
burns In Loving Memory of Marguerite Zukowski
Offered by Schuler Families

ADVERTISER
of the Week
PARKWAY FLORIST
Thank you for helping to underwrite the
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.

Week of October 4, 2020
| 77
Page

St. Philip
School
News
GRACE PROGRAM
Our October program will be held late October in school
and will include our annual Respect Life Rosary. Any
donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the
school. Deadline for October enrollments is October 15.
Requests for enrollment may be made by visiting
www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or may be placed in
the collection basket or sent to the school office at 52
West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15205. Thank you to
all for your support of the GRACE Program.
COMING SOON!
The popular SPS Spirit Walk will be coming on October 20! See
the bulletin today for an opportunity to support our school
with spirit signs. Let’s spread St. Philip School’s presence and
contribution throughout the Crafton community!
BUSY WEEK IN KINDERGARTEN
Kindergarten is working hard on Language Arts. This
week, they read the “Kissing Hand” by Audrey Penn. School
is starting in the forest, but Chester Raccoon does not want
to go. To help ease Chester’s fears, Mrs. Raccoon shares a
family secret called the Kissing Hand to give him the
reassurance of her love any time his world feels a little
scary. They then made their own Chester Raccoons from
hearts. For science class they learned all about apples. The
parts of apples, how apples grow, what apples can be used
to make. They then made their own apple tree models.

KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS
Miss Heidi Rodgers,
Kindergarten - Section A
“We have a great community of
teachers, students and families who
are all truly invested in reaching
one goal - making SPS the best it
can be.”
Awards / Distinctions:
• 2018 St. Philip Distinguished Alumni
Education / Certifications:
• Master’s in Curriculum and Instruction (Clarion
University)
• Dual Certification in Elementary Education and Early
Childhood (Carlow University)
Experience:
• 16 Years as SPS Primary Grades Teacher
• 19 Years as SPS Afterschool & Summer Camp
Instructor
• SPS 3 and 4-year-old Child Care Instructor
SPS Legacy:
• Second generation in her family to attend SPS
• Second generation in her family to teach at SPS
Classroom+:
• Summer Camp, Afterschool Program, Craft Club,
Talent Show, Yearbook, Afterschool Tutoring, Camp
Invention Instructor since 2017
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Mrs. Megan Pattinato,
Kindergarten - Section B
“The tight-knit community of
teachers here makes such a positive
impact on what we can accomplish
with the students.”
Education / Certifications:
• Master’s Degree in Elementary
Education (University of Pittsburgh)
• Bachelor’s Degree in Studio Arts (University of
Pittsburgh)
• Pennsylvania Certifications in Special Education,
K-12 & Elementary Education, K-6
Experience:
• 9 years teaching
• 7 years as 4B Teacher
• 1 year as 1B Teacher
Classroom+:
• Afterschool Study Sessions, Safety Committee, SAP
(Student Assistance Program)
FALL SPORTS
Congratulations to the JV and Varsity Girls Volleyball
Teams on a great start to their season so far going 2-0!
Keep up the good work, girls!!

Soccer had a great second week overall, facing off
against St. Kilian, Archangel Gabriel and Aquinas across
the various developmental teams. JV tied Aquinas 2-2 in
a hotly contested match, and Varsity lost to Aquinas 3-0.
Cross Country has had an outstanding opening to the
season, running against Blessed Francis Seelos in a
preseason scrimmage with first place finishes by Everett
Sargent for Varsity Boys and Dylan Ford for
Developmental Boys.
Shae Trombetta placed 6th for JV Girls and Macie
Trombetta placed 2nd for Developmental Girls.
Cross Country has also run meets against St. Louise, Ave
Maria Academy and Archangel Gabriel with excellent
finishes across all of the divisions.

The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time | 9

10 | Week of October 4, 2020

Saint Philip Catholic Parish | 11

Religious
Education
Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education
412-922-6388
stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

A NOTE FROM MARYANN: Today’s reading from Philippians 4: 6-9,
“Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me.
Then the God of peace will be with you.” As we begin a new year of Religious
Education we are reminded to keep Christ in our hearts and to bring Him
all our needs. Please remember in prayer all families who are participating
in our Monday Night Religious Education Program. We have a new excitement and energy this year with our in-person family program. Please
remember all our 9th grade students who will participate in the Sacrament
of Confirmation on November 4 in St. Philip Church. Please keep in prayer
our 44 second grade students who will be preparing for First Holy Communion in 2021 as well as our 29 eighth grade students who will be preparing
for Confirmation in 2021. We also pray for our two new RCIA candidates
who will share our Faith Journey toward receiving the Sacraments of First
Eucharist and Confirmation. Blessed by God, we celebrated nine baptisms
in August/September. We anticipate the celebration of six baptisms in
October. As always our Adult Faith Formation Series will continue when the
situation allows. Here at St. Philip Parish we are The Church Alive! Let us
continue to Learn Jesus, to Love Jesus and to Live Jesus in our daily lives as
we keep each other and our Priests in prayer.
FAITH FORMATION NEWS: This Monday night ten of our families begin
our in-person Family Religious Education Program. Our program includes
instruction, family activities, prayer experiences, video reflection and
learning packets for home use. Our program provides for social distancing,
sanitizing of learning areas, personal items for instruction and wearing of
masks. If you would like to register your child and family to participate in
our Religious Education Program, please contact the Director of Faith
Formation at 412-922-6388. No walk-in registration will be accepted. You
must register ahead to provide for social distancing.
BAPTISM REQUEST: Baptisms are once again being scheduled If you would
like to have your child baptized, please contact MaryAnn at 412-922-6388.
You will then receive a letter and request form from Father Torquato.
ERIE BUS TRIP: The Bus Trip to Erie has been postponed until May 26, 2021.
A refund will be mailed to those unable to attend in May. The trip will be
readvertised beginning in February. Thanks to all for your patience during
this difficult time.
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BREADCRUMBS: October 4 is the
Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi. Francis
was born in 1182 to a wealthy cloth
merchant. His great ambition was to be
a knight. As a 20 year old, he went to
battle and was taken prisoner. He was
imprisoned but because of his wealth,
he was imprisoned with noble and
other wealthy men. He was released but
spent the year of 1204 bedridden in the
family home. When recovered, Francis
went off to war again to gain glory and
fame. However, God began to speak to
Francis in his dreams. He returned to
Assisi and tried to come to terms with
God’s will in his life. One day he was
praying before the crucifix in a little run
down chapel of San Damiano. He heard
God say to him, “Francis, go and repair
my house which, as you see, is falling into
ruin.” He initially thought he was to
physically repair the chapel brick by
brick but realized he was called to share
the Good News of Jesus Christ by living
a simple life and being an example to
others. Francis’ simple life included
appreciating the blessings given by
God, living within one’s means, living a
life of prayer and respecting all of
creation. Today we are challenged by
St. Francis to respect the earth, to live as
brother and sister to all, to appreciate all
the blessings we have been given by
God and to live a life of prayer given our
circumstances. May God bless us as we
celebrate this wonderful Feast Day in
our Church.

This Sunday’s Bible Readings

MORE BREADCRUMBS: As we celebrate the life of St. Francis, we can look
to something unique in Franciscan Prayer. A popular path of prayer these
days is to ask, “What would Jesus do?” When we ask, “What would Jesus do?”
we are looking to the example of Jesus as a moral guide to make the right
decision or perform the right action. St. Francis asks us to answer the
question “How does Jesus live in me?” Can people look at our actions, our
conversation, our prayer life, our relationships and feel they are touched
in some way by Jesus. How do we touch others each day in a way that
brings alive Jesus. There is the story of Mother Teresa who was cleaning
out the wounds of a man as he spoke unkind words and spat upon her.
Finally, the man looked at Mother and asked, “Is your God like you?”
Perhaps this week, someone will see Jesus in us.

“Start by doing what is necessary, then do what is possible.
Soon you will be doing the impossible.” - St. Francis of Assisi
Our Lady of the Rosary Celebration is October 7. We are reminded of this
prayer of Pope Francis to Mary, Undoer of Knots.

“

Mary, Undoer of Knots, by remaining forever Our Mother, you
put in order and make clearer the ties that link us to the Lord.
Through your grace, your intercession, and your example, deliver
us from all evil, Our Lady, and untie the knots that prevent us
from being united with God, so that we free from sin and error,
may find God in all things, may have our hearts placed in God
and may serve God always in our brothers and sisters. Amen.

”
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Ministries
& Societies
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE
People who lost their jobs at the beginning of the pandemic have been unemployed for about 6 months now.
Normally, that would mean that their unemployment
benefits would be running out as those benefits only are
paid for a maximum of 26 weeks. Thankfully, there are
three additional programs that are currently available that
provide benefits after Pennsylvania Unemployment Compensation (UC) benefits end. Please share this information
with anyone that you know who has been receiving unemployment benefits.
The Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation
(PEUC) Program is available to those people who have
exhausted the 26 weeks of UC benefits. Most people will be
automatically enrolled in this program after their 26 weeks
of UC benefits end. You will receive the same amount
during your 13 weeks on the PEUC program as you did
during your 26 weeks of UC benefits. This program is
currently available until December 26, 2020. For more
informaiton, see www.uc.pa.gov/unemployment-benefits/
file/Pages/Filing-for-PEUC.aspx.
Due to the current level of unemployment, an extra 13
weeks of benefits under the Extended Benefits (EB)
Program are currently available to those who exhaust their
UC and PEUC benefits. You will receive the same amount of
money on EB as you did while receiving UC and PEUC
benefits. You do not need to apply for this program as you
will automatically be enrolled once your 13 weeks of PEUC
ends. See www.uc.pa.gov/unemployment-benefits/Pages/
State-Extended-Benefits-(EB).aspx for more information.
Lastly, the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA)
Program provides up to 39 weeks of benefits to people who
do not qualify for UC, like self-employed persons or “gig
workers,” or who have exhausted their UC, PEUC and EB
weeks. Unlike the other programs, in order to qualify for
PUA, you must have lost your job or had a reduction in
income due to Covid-19. Individuals who were or are
employees will receive the same amount of benefits as they
did on the three previous programs. Those who are
self-employed or “gig workers” will have their benefit
amount based on their 2019 tax return. This program is
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currently available until December 26, 2020. For more
information, see www.uc.pa.gov/unemployment-benefits/
file/Pages/Filing-for-PUA.aspx.
While the unemployment rate has fallen since the height of
the pandemic, an estimated 13.6 million Americans are still
unemployed according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
For those people, it is a blessing that programs like these
exist. We ask you to pray for those who are unemployed,
that they may find fulfilling employment that allows them
to support themselves and their families.
We would like to remind you that there is still time to buy
tickets for the Help Thy Neighbor raffle. The grand prize is
$1,500.00. Tickets will be sold through November 6. You
can buy raffle tickets online at https://svdppitt.org/newsand-events/help-thy-neighbor/. Be sure to specify that you
are supporting the St. Philip Conference. You can also
purchase raffle tickets by calling or texting our hotline at
412-444-8140 or emailing us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.
All of the money raised will stay with our conference and go
to help friends in need in our community.
This week, your generous donations allowed us to assist a
single mom and her three kids with a bed and vouchers for
free clothing from a St. Vincent de Paul thrift store. A single
mom of two children was given $300 to assist with her
water and sewer bill, and a single mom of two kids was
given furniture and household items. Thank you for
enabling us to spread the love and light of the Lord to our
friends in need!
If you would like to make a monetary donation or a donation of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please place your donation
in one of the poor boxes, mail them to the parish office at
114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205, or donate online by
visiting https://saintphilipchurch.weshareonline.org/ws/
opportunities/SaintVincentDePaul. If you would like to
make a donation of furniture or household goods, please
call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 or email us at svdp.
saint.philip@gmail.com. If you would like to donate clothing, shoes or accessories, please place your donation in the
blue bins in front of the Hope House at St. Philip or in the
rear parking lot at Ascension, or you can call, text or email us
to arrange a pickup if you are unable to transport them
yourself. Please do not place any other items in those bins or
leave anything outside of them because they will be thrown
away. Also, we are always looking for volunteers! Any donation of your time is extremely valuable to us. If you’d like to
join us in helping our friends in need or just want to learn
more, please call, text or email us for more information.
if you are in need of assistance, please call or text us at
412-444-8140 or email svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.

HERSHBERGER
STOVER INC

FUNERAL HOME
CREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213

(412) 928-2757

170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FD

www.olandertree.com

COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
STUMP GRINDING

A Veteran Owned
Funeral Home

Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh

412-921-4504

Pharmacy 921-7250

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't

FREE
ESTIMATES

be fooled " p a l aw a l l o w s

GOOD ORTHODONTICS
Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.

You

to

Choose

yo u r r e pa ir s h o p

“CALL THE DOCTOR”

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers
(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING
Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

“We shall never know all
the good that a simple
smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
Washington
Pleasant Hills
Mt. Lebanon
724-225-1114
412-655-4660
412-344-4663

JIM & LOU TORCASI

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Windows • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
922-0543
Parishioners 922-8044

No job too big or too small! We do
kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.

State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs

4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service
email: schuler293@comcast.com 45 Years of Quality Service website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220
MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

West Hills Law

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

Driveways • Basement Floors
Steps • Sidewalks • etc.

Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway
Stone • Retaining walls • Licensed and Insured

(412) 921-5685

412-329-6959

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso
412.431.0500
Sales • Rentals • Property Management

www.galassorealestate.com
Buyer & Seller Representation

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today!
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630

3-P-4-3

Serving Entire Pittsburgh Area for Over 60 Years
Professional Leasing and Rental Property &
Management Services for Your Investment

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
• DUI
• Personal Injury
• Estate Planning
• Estate Administration
5021 Noblestown Rd.
Oakdale, PA
www.westhillslaw.com

14-1356

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc.
CREMATION OPTIONS

b. david mcdermott,

schepnermcdermott.com

supervisor / parishioner

crafton
pa 15205

412.921.3661

THIS SPACE IS
Caring Since 1886

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–
GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Foreign & Domestic
Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated

Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700

4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~

PAINTING

Over 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

(412) 403-2099

APPLIANCE
SERVICE CENTER
t

“The Appliance Experts”

WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

Interior - Exterior
35 years experience

Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner
License: PA133887

WOLBERT
AUTO BODY & REPAIR
– Family Business –
Serving the community
for over 40 years

Pennsylvania
State Inspection
24-Hour
Emergency Towing

Flowers For
All Occasions
600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100

922-8898

47 East Crafton Ave.

William F. Conroy
Funeral Director/Supervisor

Patrick M. McGowan
Funeral Director

Pre-Planning • Traditional & Cremation Services
2944 Chartiers Avenue
Phone: 412-331-5192

www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com
~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE
Family Owned Since 1959

We do PA State Inspections
and general auto repairs.
Bus stops at door.
3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309

www.schneidersauto.com

BRUNI PLUMBING, INC
Thomas Bruni

Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified

412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber Shop

Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner
150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017

Phone: 412-257-1779

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978

www.XtremeTruck.net

Murphy s Family Dentistry
Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.

412-331-6712

2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

CRAFTON

SERVICE CENTER

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road
(412) 771-4151
McKees Rocks

PAVE-RITE

(412) 264-8404
JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT

328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA

jackand@paverite.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313

www.bridgevilleappliance.com

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.

Family Owned
Since 1886

900 Chartiers Avenue • 412-921-1705

John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral Director • Anthony G. Staab, Supervisor

3-P-4-3

3 W. Prospect Ave.

(across from Ingram Busway)

Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
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