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MASS SCHEDULE

Masses are held at Saint Philip Church and Ascension Church
LOCATION

TIME

MASS INTENTION

REQUESTED BY

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14 — WEEKDAY

CONFESSION
Offered Saturdays from 12:15pm to
1:15pm at Ascension Worship Site.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: A seminar is required for
first-time parents. Baptisms are
celebrated on the first and third
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at
St. Philip Church or at the Ascension
Worship Site. Please call the Religious
Education Office at 412-922-6388 for
more information.
Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted
six months in advance of wedding.
Participation in Pre-Cana Program
required. Please contact the Parish
Priests for more information.
Anointing of the Sick: Following a
weekend Mass and on the last
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at
Ascension Worship Site.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA): Call the Office of Religious
Education for more information.
Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the
Parish Priests for more information.
Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a
person who has been hurt by abuse from
clergy or others associated with the Church,
the Diocese of Pittsburgh offers assistance
with counseling, spiritual direction and
referrals to other supportive services.

Ascension

8:00am

Mary Ann Greer

Family

Saint Philip

4:00pm (V)

Dave Stahurski

Wife, Valerie

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Regis J. Kormick, Jr.

Art & Nancy Matt

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15 — THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Saint Philip

7:00am

Medio M. Mercolini

Family

Ascension

9:30am

Margaret Burlikowski

Husband, Albert

Saint Philip

11:00am

Sr. M. Adele Rogers

Lenore Pope

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16 — WEEKDAY
Saint Philip

8:00am

Tierney Family

Mary Ann Dimeo

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17 — WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Sr. Miriam Marlinga

Annette Marlinga

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 — WEEKDAY
Saint Philip

8:00am

Armando John Pigoni

Silvestri Family

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19 — WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20 — WEEKDAY
Saint Philip

8:00am

Sue Mucha

Daughter

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21 — THE PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Ascension

8:00am

Marguerite Zukowski

Sisters, Audrey & Mary

Saint Philip

4:00pm (V)

Timothy Loys Butler

Karen Rozeck

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Mr. & Mrs. Fred J. Askin

Daughters

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22 — OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
Saint Philip

7:00am

Deceased Members of the K. of C., Chartiers Council #875

Ascension

9:30am

Ralph Norman

Katie & Mary Kate

Saint Philip

11:00am

Hann F. Junsay

Family

SUNDAY COLLECTION
Last Sunday’s Collection totaled: $8,568.00

For information, contact our Diocesan Victim
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.
Protecting God’s Children —
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235
CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse
Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.
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Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

Notes
from the

Pastor

As we hear in today’s Gospel passage (Matthew 25:14-30),
Jesus will ask us for an accounting of our Christian lives
and discipleship. What response will you give to the Lord
when he asks you to present your life and Christian
service to him at the end of your days? It’s a question
worth asking yourself now while there’s still time to
dedicate yourself to the service of the Lord, his Church,
and his Kingdom!

Greetings everyone, and best wishes for a very good
November as we remember all our family, our parish
members, and our friends who’ve gone before us in the
Catholic Christian faith and in the promise and hope of
eternal life!
Preparing for the Lord’s return
Every three years, we hear all of the accounts of Jesus’
birth, life, teachings, and miracles, as well as his death
and Resurrection, in the Sunday Liturgies. This year, we
have been hearing the accounts from the Gospel according to Matthew. On the First Sunday of Advent, November
29, we will begin listening to the Gospel according to
Mark throughout the coming twelve months of the
Church Year.
We may wonder why we listen to the passages of the
Gospels and the other New Testament writings year after
year. Primarily, we listen to these Scripture readings
again and again because they are sacred treasures of our
Catholic Christian Faith. The New Testament of Christianity and the Old Testament of Israel are the inspired Word
of God and an essential source of our faith and life – along
with the ancient Apostolic Tradition and the official
teachings and creeds of the Church’s Magisterium.
The Bible is read in Church each Sunday – and every day –
to share the Word of God with those participating in the
Liturgy, to remind us of our faith and our history with God,
and to inspire in us a true and faithful response to the
Lord’s call and mission given to each of us in our Baptism.
With this in mind, this Sunday’s Gospel parable spoken
by Jesus calls us to ask ourselves “How have I served God
in my life? Have I accomplished goodness in the service
of the Lord? Have I done all that I can do to give glory to
God, to share the love of the Lord with my family and
others, and to increase the presence and the Kingdom of
God through my daily discipleship and my missionary
service of the Lord?”

Working on our collaboration with Saint Margaret of
Scotland School in Green Tree
At the request of our Catholic Diocese and the South
Region Catholic Elementary Schools, Inc. (SRCES), the
pastors, principals, a group of school parents, and diocesan and regional officials have been discussing the possible collaboration – or even consolidation – of Saint Philip
School and Saint Margaret of Scotland School in Green
Tree. The purpose is to provide a strong future for Catholic education in our area. While Saint Philip School (200+
students) and Saint Margaret of Scotland School (120+
students) are stable at this time, planning for future years
will be very important. Also of great importance is that
each parish must be very mindful of our parish financial
condition since the schools depend on each parish for a
significant subsidy. Of course, the current pandemic has
made the operation of all schools and parishes even
more challenging.
Our school administration will be communicating with
school parents and families in the coming weeks as to
possible plans and recommendations. In addition, I will
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communicate with you, our parish community, as our
progress continues. The Saint Philip School community
and I are all very grateful for your continued support for
the school and for your interest in this important ministry of Saint Philip Parish and of the entire Church. We’re
all doing our very best to continue the work and the
future of our excellent Catholic school!
Our parish’s $1,248,000 Debt Forgiveness from Bishop
Zubik and the Diocese of Pittsburgh
Our parish’s Legacy Debt has been forgiven by Bishop
David Zubik and the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh.
When the parishes of Crafton, Ingram, Thornburg, and
the western area of Pittsburgh were consolidated back
into the original Saint Philip Parish in July 2016, there was
an accumulated Debt of $1,178,000 from the former
parishes and the former parish schools. There was also
an insurance debt of $70,000 at Saint Philip School.
Much to our relief, all of this Debt has been forgiven by
Bishop Zubik and the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh!
How was this possible? When the Diocese conducted its On
Mission Campaign! in 2014, every parish community (that is,
a great many church members and families) contributed funds
to the campaign. From the Diocesan funds, a large portion
was set aside to assist parishes holding significant debts.
Thankfully, at this time, the entire Saint Philip Parish
Legacy Debt and the $70,000 school insurance debt has
been forgiven. This means that the $1,248,000 Debt has
been forgiven. What a generous gift to Saint Philip Parish
from Bishop David Zubik and the entire Diocese!
I hope this diocesan generosity will inspire you and all
our parish members to also be generous in supporting
Saint Philip Parish in this pandemic year with a Pandemic
Appeal donation and an increase of your weekly donations. God bless!
Supporting our parish’s Pandemic Appeal
In these months, we are asking your help to address the
financial shortfall in donations that has been caused by
the current worldwide pandemic. Without your generous help, Saint Philip Parish will experience a $384,000
financial deficit by the end of this 2020-2021 Fiscal Year.
This will result in our exhausting ALL of our savings by
July 1, 2021.
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To remedy this pandemic situation, I’m asking every
family and member to consider both a Pandemic Appeal
donation of $250, $500, $1000, or more – as well as an
increase in your weekly parish contribution. I am well
aware of the hardship that this year’s pandemic is causing for all of us, but if we want our Catholic parish to
remain stable, vital, and strong, then your contribution is
absolutely necessary in these months.
If you still have your yellow Pandemic Appeal Reply Envelope, please use it this week to send a generous donation
to Saint Philip Parish. You’re also encouraged to increase
your weekly offering on a continuing basis. You may also
visit our internet site at www.saintphilipchurch.weshare
online.org to contribute an online donation. Again, your
generosity toward our parish community is needed and
is most appreciated!
Enjoy November and December and this wonderful time
of the year!
Best wishes, once again, for this week and for the weeks
ahead as we come to our holiday seasons! As always,
thank you very much for your goodness and your generosity to our parish community, to one another, and to
those in need.
Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May
the good Lord bless you and your family and our parish
community now and always!
Yours,
Father Jim Torquato

DONATE ONLINE
Make donating easy!
Your regular online contributions
to Saint Philip Parish are
encouraged and always welcome!
You can send your weekly donations
through our We Share! internet service at
www.saintphilipchurch.weshareonline.org.

Our Parish’s Pandemic Appeal
Please help Saint Philip Parish in this
very difficult pandemic year.

Your special monetary donation now and
your increased weekly donation will help us
to remedy the decline in donations this year.
Our sincere thanks are extended to these recent parish donors:
(as of November 8, 2020)

55 Anonymous Donors
and
Frances Ambrozic
The Ashby Family
Janet Barkezai
M/M Sean Barry
David and Roberta Dematty
Ronald and Margaret Elker
Roberta T. Gavel
Elizabeth Gioia
Bernadette Grabowski
Linda Hindes
Joann Kavalukas
Patricia and Dennis Kessler
Robert Kelly
Dolores Leone
Michele M. Leone
Anthony Marino
Annette Marlinga
Diana Miller
M/M John O’Donnell
Frank, Marianne, and Tony Palombi
Noelle Panza
David and Linda Pastorkovich
John Repine
William and Jessica Rust
M/M Peter D. Schepis
Barbara Sigler
Kathleen and Ed Spinnenweber
Sophie Sorace
Regis Sullivan
John and Michele Sylvester
Reverend James R. Torquato
Lisa Tremblay
Gabrielle Yingling
Dana L. Zolkiewicz
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Parish
News
MINISTRY SCHEDULE
LECTORS – November 21 & 22
4:00pm at St. Philip – Gregory Healy
5:30pm at Ascension – Grace Berard
7:00am at St. Philip – Patrick Kelly
9:30am at Ascension – Frank Daily
11:00am at St. Philip – Joe Allen
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS – November 21 & 22
4:00pm at St. Philip – Ursula Eberle
5:30pm at Ascension – Carroll Gorman
7:00am at St. Philip – Beth Ayres
9:30am at Ascension – Dona Waldron
11:00am at St. Philip – Susan Kelly
LECTORS – November 26
Thanksgiving Day
9:00am at Ascension – Robert Okraszewski
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS – November 26
Thanksgiving Day
9:00am at Ascension – Nancy Salinski
NEXT WEEKEND – SPECIAL COLLECTION
Give in Thanksgiving. The annual Retirement Fund for
Religious collection will be taken up in the Diocese of
Pittsburgh on November 21-22. This appeal helps hundreds
of U.S. religious communities to care for their aging members and their long-term retirement needs. Retired
religious, who served for low or no wages, now outnumber wage-earning members resulting in declining income
and rising health care costs. We are grateful for your financial assistance that provides an array of direct needs to our
elderly men and women religious in the diocese.
THANKSGIVING DAY MASS & FOOD DRIVE
Mass on Thanksgiving Day, November 26 will be
celebrated at 9:00am at Ascension Church. Please join us
for this special Liturgy as we celebrate Thanksgiving as a
parish family. If you are planning to attend, please consid-
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er bringing non-perishable food items for our parish’s St.
Vincent de Paul Society food pantry located in Hope
House. Members of the Society will accept your donations
at the church entrance. After Mass, the food will be taken
to the food pantry for distribution to the needy of our
area. This Thanksgiving be especially mindful of the blessings you have received and please remember to help the
needy in our midst.
For those who cannot attend our annual Thanksgiving
Mass, SVdP members will be present to receive your
donations as you enter the church before each Mass the
weekend of November 21 & 22.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCK DRIVE
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is collecting NEW men’s
and women’s thermal and boot socks throughout the
month of November. The socks will be distributed to
homeless men and women downtown. Collection bins
are in the main lobby of Ascension Church and the driveway entrance at St. Philip.

Christmas Flower
MEMORIALS

We invite you to remember your
loved ones this Christmas through your
contribution for Christmas Flower Memorials.
Donations can also be made in thanksgiving for
favors received. Your donation of at least $10.00
per intention will help defray the cost of altar
flowers and decorations which will beautify
St. Philip and Ascension Churches during the
Christmas Season. A special envelope was included in your November envelope packet for this
purpose. We ask that you get your intentions to
us by Monday, November 30.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEMORIAL MASS
The annual Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass will be
celebrated at the 7:00am Mass at St. Philip Church next
Sunday, November 22. Chartiers Council 875 of the
Knights of Columbus and Fr. Denys Baron Assembly 939
would like you to remember in your prayers the following Knights who have passed away during the past year:
Charles Bell PGK, Sam Vail, Joseph Ramos, Paul Gabig,
Sir Knight Rev. Robert W. Hermann (Council 11279), Sir
Knight Thomas T. Cross (Council 12043) and Sir Knight
Nicholas M. Steri, Jr. (Council 2555).

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES
Due to the upcoming holidays, LPI, the publisher of our weekly bulletin
has asked that we submit bulletin information earlier than our usual
transmission dates. Articles must be received in the Parish Office no
later than 9:00am on the following dates:
• Sunday, November 29 Bulletin articles due by Nov. 18
• Sunday, December 13 Bulletin articles due by Dec. 3
• Sunday, December 20 Bulletin articles due by Dec. 10
• Sunday, December 27 Bulletin articles due by Dec. 16
• Sunday, January 3 Bulletin articles due by Dec. 18

Rest in Peace

We offer our sympathy to the family of
Mary Trango who entered into eternal
life. Please keep her in your prayers.

Thank you very much for your cooperation.
JUST A REMINDER. . .
Sunday Masses
• 50% Occupancy: 300 (SP) & 200 (A) may gather at each Mass as per the
directives of the Diocese.
Attendees at every Mass should:
• Enter church no earlier than 30 minutes before Mass through the
Courtyard Door (St. Philip) and Main Doors (Ascension).
• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.
• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families may sit together).
• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
(The church will be sanitized after each Mass).
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS

www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq
Reservations accepted by phone from those without internet access on
Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am to 12:00 noon. Call the parish office
at 412-922-6300, x 5.
NOVEMBER REMEMBRANCE BOOKS
In keeping with the recent pandemic restrictions, our November
Remembrance Books will not be accessible to parishioners this year.
However, we invite you to remember your loved ones by listing your
intentions below and putting it in the special basket which will be located at the altar. You may also bring your own list of intentions. Your
intentions will then be transcribed into the Remembrance Book at each
church and placed on the altar during the month of November.
In Memory of:
1. ___________________________________________________________________________

Sanctuary

Lamp

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns
In Loving Memory of Deceased of the Pescuric
& Mateyko Families
Offered by A. J. Pescuric
This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension
burns In Loving Memory of Marian Shober
Offered by Family

ADVERTISER
of the Week

2. ___________________________________________________________________________

GALASSO REAL ESTATE SERVICES

3. ___________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for helping to underwrite the
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.
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St. Philip
School
News
GRACE PROGRAM
Deadline for December enrollments is December 1.
Requests for enrollment may be made by visiting
www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or may be placed in
the collection basket or sent to the school office at 52
West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15205. Any donation
is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school.
Thank you to all for your support of the GRACE Program.

OCTOBER RESPECT LIFE ROSARY
Our fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth graders led the entire
school in praying our annual Respect Life Rosary via
Zoom. The children focused on the Luminous Mysteries
which show that Jesus was truly God. In taking on a
human form, Jesus gave respect to all human life.
Naming each state, the students offered the prayers of
the Rosary for greater Respect for all Life in each state of
our country. Thank you to all of our teachers and
students who made this event so beautiful and
meaningful.
SPS THIS WEEK
• Classes 2A and 2B made 3-D hot air balloons out of
paper in art class.
• 8th Grade working on an art assignment, learning
about Value - tints and shades.
• Ms. McGaughey and Talia Jesek wore matching
uniforms and backpacks for the Spirit Walk.
• Students at home participate in “Specials,” classes
virtually. Margaret Eubank shows her Kindergarten
art project on the computer screen while following
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along and sharing with her class.
• 7th Graders work on a new art project, refurbishing
and painting old books to “write their own stories,” as
a creative outlet.

SPS ALUMS SHINE AT WPIALS
Cross Country Championships — Running on October
28, 2020 at White Oak Park in the WPIAL Cross Country
Championships were a number of St. Philip cross
country alumni, all of whom ran fantastic races:
• Julian Paul (SPS-2016) - 20th in Class AA running for
Montour
• Will Stickman (SPS- 2019) - 64th place in Class A
running for Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
• Brennan Hipkiss (SPS- 2017) - 77th in Class A running
for Bishop Canevin
• Malley Aiello (SPS- 2018) - 22nd in Class A running for
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
• Abby Aiello (SPS- 2017) - 25th in Class A running for
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
OLSH GIRLS SOCCER MAKING HISTORY
OLSH Girls Soccer heads to the WPIAL Championship for
the first time in school history after beating the #2 seed
Steel Valley in OT on its home field. They will face #1 seed
Greensburg Central Catholic. Ten SPS alums on the team:
Class of 2017 — Abby Aiello, Isabella Costanzo, Ella
Wrabley
Class of 2018 — Malley Aiello, Meghan McCoy, Nikki
Szabo, Audrey Wrabley
Class of 2019 — Paige Smith
Class of 2020 — Gabby Muoio, Annalise Wrabley
MEET OUR TEACHERS
Mrs. Robin Sanders,
Fourth Grade - Section A
“The main reason I love teaching at
St. Philip is the sense of community
among the administration, faculty,
and families that has been around
and remains a constant since I
started here in 2001.”
Education / Certifications:
• Master’s in Education (Duquesne University)
• Bachelor’s in Health Service Management (Robert
Morris)
Experience:
• 16 years teaching
• 15 years as 5A Teacher at SPS
SPS Legacy:
• Her two children currently attend SPS.
Classroom+:
• Elementary Student Assistance Program Coordinator,
Spell-a-thon, Craft Club, Talent Show, Afterschool
Tutoring, Safety Committee.
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St. Philip School Christmas Greens Fundraiser
Christmas is right around the corner! Make life easier and support the
school by ordering your greenery (wreaths, centerpieces, garlands,
swags and more) from Sherwood Forest Farms. These beautiful greens
come directly from Washington State.
If you choose “Local Distribution,” your order will be delivered to St.
Philip the week following Thanksgiving, November 30-December 4
(specific date/time will be announced). Pick-up is curbside this year.
There will be no need to even get out of your vehicle. If you choose
“Direct Delivery,” your items will be shipped to the recipient. They
make beautiful gifts for out-of-town family and friends!

The sale ends on Friday, November 20.
Order here: https://sherwoodfundraiser.com/stphilipschool/products
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Religious
Education
Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education
412-922-6388
stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

A NOTE FROM MARYANN: As we get closer to the end of our Church
Calendar Year, our readings connect to the lives of the Saints. I asked the
Children and their families of our Faith Formation Program to list as many
Saints as they could name. The list was extraordinary. They each had unique
names of Saints and Holy People to whom they prayed. Perhaps each of us,
as we celebrate this time of year, could begin each day by praying to a
particular Saint. Each day we could recall the life and virtues of a particular
Saint and keep that before us as we perform daily tasks. As we conclude this
time in the Church Calendar, we could recall how the Saints brought a touch
of light into the world. For as St. Paul says, “For all of you are children of
the light and children of the day.” Let us live in the light of Christ this week.
9th GRADE CONFIRMATION:
Our ninth grade students celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation on
November 4 in St. Philip Church. We want to extend special thanks to the
following individuals for all their help in making this a special moment
for the students and their families. We thank the following people:
Beth Barsh-Music Ministry

Aoden Cringle-Server

Frank Bey-Catechist/Usher/Flowers

Gary Urbatis-Video Recording

Linda Bey-Faith Formation Secretary

Mike Oleck-Cantor

Samantha Calorie-Catechist/Reader

Parish Staff-Programs & Reservations

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: We continue our once a month in-person
Religious Education Program each Monday night. In October, we discussed
Sacraments of Initiation and in November we reviewed the Church
Calendar, Saints, and Advent. Our program consists of prayer experiences,
crafts, music, video clips and family activities. Each child receives a
learning packet at the end of each session. If you would like to be on the
registered waiting list for your child, please contact the Office of Religious
Education at 412-922-6388.
BAPTISM: We are now accepting requests for Baptisms. Please be
advised: baptism classes will be held once a month. The next class is
Tuesday, November 17. If you recently had a child or are expecting a child
in the near future, you may register for class by calling 412-922-6388.

BREADCRUMBS FOR PARENTS:
As we conclude this Church Year, I have
come across some thoughts by Kathleen
Chesto who holds a Doctor of Ministry
degree and a Master of Arts in Religious
Studies. She shares the following reflection on Matthew 25 Gospel:
I have a vision of all the parents gathered
before God on judgment day. The Lord will
say to us: “I was hungry and you fed me,
thirsty, and you gave me a drink, naked and
you clothed me, homeless and you sheltered
me, imprisoned and you visited me...,”
And we will interrupt, protesting, “Not I,
Lord. When did I see you hungry and feed
you?” And the Lord will say: “How could
you ask, you of the three-and-a half million
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches!”
“But thirsty, Lord?” “I was in the lemonade line that came in with the summer
heat and the flies, and left fingerprints on
your walls and mud on your floors, and
you gave me a drink.”
“But naked, Lord, homeless?” “I was born to
you naked and homeless and you sheltered
me, first in wombs and then in arms. You
clothed me with your love, and spent the next
twenty years keeping me in jeans.”
“But imprisoned, Lord? I know I didn’t see
you in prison. I’ve never even been in a
prison.” “Oh, yes. For I was imprisoned in
my littleness behind the bars of a crib and
I cried out in the night, and you came. I
was imprisoned inside a twelve-year-old
body that was exploding with many new
emotions, I didn’t know who I was any
more, and you loved me into being myself.
And I was imprisoned behind my teenage
anger, my rebellion, and my headphones,
and you waited outside my locked door for
me to let you in.”
“Now, Beloved, enter into the joy which
has been prepared for you for all eternity.”
Amen.
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Ministries
& Societies
COUPON MINISTRY — For the month of November,
2020 we were able to donate 71 items to the SVDP food
bank. The RETAIL cost of those items came to $176.15; the
SALE price came to $53.98. The out of pocket cost came
to $37.18. We continue to keep in prayer our neighbors in
need as we try our best to assist them. And as always,
keep our nation in your prayers as we transition to our
new leaders. God Bless you and God Bless our country!
- Anita O.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE — In last
week’s bulletin, we discussed the vital role that the St.
Vincent de Paul thrift stores play in allowing our friends
in need to shop for clothing and household items for
free. In addition to running the thrift stores, the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul Central Council of Pittsburgh
allows conferences, like our own, to order furniture
which is delivered by the Central Council. We utilize this
service whenever a friend in need requests an item that
we do not have in our stock of donated furniture (or if
the delivery looks a little too difficult for us). In order to
continue to provide these important services, the
Central Council needs your help!
At a time when unemployment rates are still very high,
the Central Council of Pittsburgh has many paid positions that need to be filled. There are jobs available in
the thrift stores and warehouse, and there are positions
for truck drivers as well. If you, or someone you know,
is in need of employment, visit https://svdppitt.org/
join-our-team.
The Central Council also has many volunteer opportunities available. You can volunteer at the thrift stores or in
the central office, writing grant proposals or helping
with accounting and finance duties. If you, or someone
you know, has skills in these areas and would like to
volunteer their time, please contact the Central Council
Volunteer Coordinator, Jeane Kish, who can be reached
at 412-343-4455.
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Your donations are vital to the success of the Central
Council operations as well. In addition to taking donations directly to the thrift stores, they can be placed
inside the blue bins located at both the St. Philip and
Ascension worship sites. Unfortunately, any donations
left outside of the bins must be thrown away due to
concerns about moisture, insects and animals. Therefore, YOU CANNOT LEAVE DONATIONS OUTSIDE OF THE
BLUE BINS! The bins are emptied approximately once a
week. If you would like to make a donation and the bin
is full, please come back in a few days and attempt to
deposit your donation again. Thank you in advance for
your understanding and cooperation!
We are continuing to collect NEW men’s and women’s
thermal and boot socks. These will be distributed to
homeless men and women downtown. Please place
your donations in the bins located in the main lobby of
the Ascension Worship Site and the driveway entrance at
St. Philip. Thank you for helping those less fortunate,
and keep them in your prayers as well!
This week, your generous donations allowed us to assist
a man who is unable to work at this time due to a
serious illness with $500 for rent; a single mother who
fled an abusive relationship was given two beds, a
household goods voucher and clothing vouchers; and
another single mom was given two beds, a household
goods voucher and clothing vouchers as well. While we
are blessed that we are able to assist our friends in need
with some of their corporal needs, we ask that you pray
that they are able to overcome the many challenges that
they are facing.
If you would like to make a monetary donation or a
donation of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please place your
donation in one of the poor boxes, mail them to the
parish office at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205, or
donate online by visiting https://saintphilipchurch.we
shareonline.org/ws/opportunities/SaintVincentDePaul.
If you would like to make a donation of furniture or
household goods, please call or text our hotline at
412-444-8140 or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.
If you would like to donate clothing, shoes or accessories,
please place your donation in the blue bins in front of the
Hope House at St. Philip or in the rear parking lot at
Ascension, or you can call, text or email us to arrange a
pickup if you are unable to transport them yourself.
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