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MASS SCHEDULE

Masses are held at Saint Philip Church and Ascension Church
LOCATION

TIME

MASS INTENTION

REQUESTED BY

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28 — WEEKDAY

CONFESSION
Offered Saturdays from 12:15pm to
1:15pm at Ascension Church.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: A seminar is required for
first-time parents. Baptisms are
celebrated on the first and third
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at
Saint Philip Church or at the Ascension
Church. Please call the Religious
Education Office at 412-922-6388 for
more information.
Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted
six months in advance of wedding.
Participation in Pre-Cana Program
required. Please contact the Parish
Priests for more information.
Anointing of the Sick: Following a
weekend Mass and on the last
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at
Ascension Church.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA): Call the Office of Religious
Education for more information.
Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the
Parish Priests for more information.
Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a
person who has been hurt by abuse from
clergy or others associated with the Church,
the Diocese of Pittsburgh offers assistance
with counseling, spiritual direction and
referrals to other supportive services.
For information, contact our Diocesan Victim
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.
Protecting God’s Children —
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235
CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse
Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.
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Ascension

8:00am

Mary Rose Loney

Katie Phillips

Saint Philip

4:00pm (V)

Donald C. Cassidy

John & Diane

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Francis Leone

Barb Hendrick & Family

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 — FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Saint Philip

7:00am

Bob & Pat Doherty

Chris Bloom

Ascension

9:30am

Thomas Zolkiewicz

Wife, Donna

Saint Philip

11:00am

Mary Lou Clark

St. Philip Choir

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 — ST. ANDREW, APOSTLE
Saint Philip

8:00am

Dr. Max Homer

Regina McDonald

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 — ADVENT WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 — ADVENT WEEKDAY
Saint Philip

8:00am

Lesley Clark

Pat & Bernice Gallagher

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 — SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER, PREIST
Ascension

8:00am

Bruno J. Scuglia, Jr.

Lawrence & Rita Costa

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4 — ADVENT WEEKDAY
Saint Philip

8:00am

Dolores Gaidosh

Toni & Bob Wohleber

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 — ADVENT WEEKDAY
Ascension

8:00am

Aida M. Junsay

Saint Philip

2:00pm

Wedding – Branden Schramm and Lauren Smith

Family

Saint Philip

4:00pm (V)

Denk & Moses Families

Evelyn

Ascension

5:30pm (V)

Russell Toal

Wife & Family

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 — SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Saint Philip

7:00am

Josephine Muenzer

Butch & Victoria Konrad
& Family

Ascension

9:30am

Mary & Jay DeAngelis

DeDe & Sam

Saint Philip

11:00am

Don Macklin

Anita Macklin & Family

SUNDAY COLLECTION
November 14 & 15 Sunday’s Collection totaled: $8,467.80

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

Notes
from the

Pastor
Greetings everyone, and best wishes for a very good and
holy Season of Advent this December! As we continue this
pandemic year – and prepare for Christmas, I hope you’ll
make use of this quieter time for prayer and reflection on
Jesus and all that he means to us!
Proclaiming the Lord Jesus as our Messiah and Savior!
Today begins the new Church Year! With the First Sunday
of Advent, we begin a new 365 day celebration of our Catholic Christian faith and of all the events of Jesus’ birth, life,
ministry, death, Resurrection, Ascension, and Pentecost.
This week in our parish community, we proclaim Jesus as
the Chosen One promised by God the Father – and the One
who brings us the light and salvation of God!
Unlike our society which passes each day without any goal
in mind except survival, Catholic Christianity and the
Church are directed toward the Lord Jesus and the Kingdom of God as our final destination. As we move closer to
the Lord and the final Kingdom, we make each year a
sacred time to remember and celebrate our faith in God
and the Lord Jesus.
We begin this Advent Season by remembering and
proclaiming our belief that the Lord Jesus will indeed
return to the world and complete his mission and his
Kingdom. As we prepare for Jesus’ return, we examine our
lives to determine if we have been faithful, good, and holy
disciples and members of the Lord’s Church. Before we
celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas, we must ask ourselves
if we’re being faithful and true to him.
After the Christmas Season, we then look forward to Lent
and our time preparing to celebrate the amazing event of
Jesus’ Resurrection following his suffering and death on
the cross. The entire 50 day Easter Season is given to us to
celebrate the tremendously important event of Jesus’
Resurrection and all that it means to us as Christians.
This Sunday, may we begin the new Church Year by
proclaiming our faith in the Lord Jesus. May we also give
sincere thanks for the Gospel and the faith shared with us

by Jesus. May we be grateful to God the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit for the divine love of God given us in
Jesus. Also, may we be assured throughout the year ahead
– even during this pandemic – that, as we celebrate and
proclaim all that is Catholic and Christian in the new year,
we will continue to be blessed by the Lord as we remain
his people and – in the Catholic Church – are members,
disciples, and faithful servants of his holy Kingdom of love
and life!
Supporting our parish’s Pandemic Appeal
In these months, we are asking your help to address the
financial shortfall in donations that has been caused by
the current worldwide pandemic. Without your generous
help, Saint Philip Parish will experience a $384,000 financial deficit by the end of this 2020-2021 Fiscal Year. This will
result in our exhausting ALL of our savings by July 1, 2021.
To remedy this pandemic situation, I’m asking every
family and member to consider both a Pandemic Appeal
donation of $250, $500, $1000, or more – as well as an
increase in your weekly parish contribution. I am well
aware of the hardship that this year’s pandemic is causing
for all of us, but if we want our Catholic parish to remain
stable, vital, and strong, then your contribution is absolutely necessary in these months.
If you still have your yellow Pandemic Appeal Reply Envelope, please use it this week to send a generous donation
to Saint Philip Parish. You’re also encouraged to increase
your weekly offering on a continuing basis. You may also
visit our internet site at www.saintphilipchurch.weshare
online.org to contribute an online donation. Again, your
generosity toward our parish community is needed and is
most appreciated!
Working on our collaboration with Saint Margaret of
Scotland School in Green Tree
At the request of our Catholic Diocese and the South
Region Catholic Elementary Schools, Inc. (SRCES), the
pastors, principals, a group of school parents, and diocesan and regional officials have been discussing the possible collaboration – or even consolidation – of Saint Philip
School and Saint Margaret of Scotland School in Green
Tree. The purpose is to provide a strong future for Catholic
education in our area. While Saint Philip School (200+
students) and Saint Margaret of Scotland School (120+
students) are stable at this time, planning for future years
will be very important. Also of great importance is that
each parish must be very mindful of our parish financial
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condition since the schools depend on each parish for a
significant subsidy. Of course, the current pandemic has
made the operation of all schools and parishes even more
challenging.
Our school administration will be communicating with
school parents and families in the coming weeks as to
possible plans and recommendations. In addition, I will
communicate with you, our parish community, as our
progress continues. The Saint Philip School community
and I are all very grateful for your continued support for
the school and for your interest in this important ministry
of Saint Philip Parish and of the entire Church. We’re all
doing our very best to continue the work and the future of
our excellent Catholic school!

Our Parish’s Pandemic Appeal
Please help Saint Philip Parish
in this very difficult pandemic year.
Your special monetary donation now and your
increased weekly donation will help us to
remedy the decline in donations this year.
Our sincere thanks are extended
to these recent parish donors:
(as of November 18, 2020)

Best wishes for a very good Advent Season as we prepare
for the Christmas Season!
Best wishes for this Advent Season and for the new
Church Year! As always, thank you very much for your
goodness and your generosity to our parish community, to
one another, and to those in need.
Until next Sunday, the Second Sunday of Advent, may you
and our parish and school communities receive goodness,
health, and divine grace from God the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. May the good Lord bless you, your family,
and our parish community now and always!
Yours,

17 Anonymous Donors
and
Lorraine Kennelly

Father Jim Torquato

M/M Robert Jordan
Tom and Hazel Knight

DONATE ONLINE

Ronald and Kathleen Lundell
Donald and Patricia Martin
Robert and Donna Okraszewski

Make donating easy!

John Rodgers

Your regular online contributions
to Saint Philip Parish are
encouraged and always welcome!

Robert Rogers and Janice Rogers

You can send your weekly donations
through our We Share! internet service at
www.saintphilipchurch.weshareonline.org.
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Joanne Thompson
M/M Raymond Trageser
Gary Urbatis
Maureen Ziolkowski
Rita Zunic

SAINT PHILIP PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT
A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust
July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020
OPERATING INCOME
Collections at Offertory:
Offertory Collection
School Support Collection
Building Upkeep Collection
Easter Offering Collection
Christmas Offertory Collection
Total Offertory Collections

$521,843.13
632.00
15,068.00
7,846.00
26,206.43
$571,595.56

Donations & Bequests:
Donations for Flowers
Donations for Wine
Other General Donations
Funerals
Weddings
Publication/Pamphlet Offering
Bulletin/Advertising Income
Bequest (restricted)
Bequests (unrestricted)
Total Donations & Bequests

$ 6,925.00
69.00
2,385.00
8,400.00
2,000.00
(617.00)
500.00
9,000.00
1,139.00
$ 29,301.00

General Fund Raising:
Bingo Income (Expense):
Bingo Expense
Total Bingo

$ (100.00)
$ (100.00)

Raffle Income (Expense):
Raffle Income
Raffle Expense
Total Raffle

$ 6,730.00
(4,951.28)
$ 1,778.72

Other Fundraising:
Other Fundraising Income
Other Fundraising Expenses
Total Other

$ 103,324.21
(11,531.21)
$91,793.00

Investment Income:
Catholic Institute Interest
D & L Tuition Fund Assistance Int.
D & L Restricted Fund Interest
Total Investment Income

$ 6,134.97
273.38
95.64
$ 6,503.99

Other Operating Income:
Votive Light Income
Votive Light Expense
Hall Rental Income
Priest Residency Fee
Refunds
Total Other Operating Income

$ 12,454.73
(7,405.01)
660.00
7,200.00
91,122.64
$104,032.36

TOTAL OPERATING INCOME

$804,904.63

OPERATING EXPENSE
Liturgical Expense:
Salary
FICA Expense

(33,682.32)
( 2,031.74)

Workman’s Comp
Unemployment Comp
Payroll Service Charge
Altar Breads
Altar Candles
Flowers
W]ship Books Expense
Vestments
Worship Book Expens
Other Worship Expense
Altar Servers
Novena Expense
Choir
Lectors
Other Ministerial Expense
Honoraria - Visiting Clergy
Other Liturgical Expense
Total Liturgical Expense

( 318.69)
( 245.55)
( 110.00)
( 971.25)
( 230.26)
( 7,669.88)
( 6,529.55)
(
42.00)
( 4,852.72)
( 4,852.72)
(
50.00)
( 5,079.00)
( 6,875.00)
( 1,591.23)
( 2,323.47)
( 1,269.91)
( 2,164.80)
$(62,761.34)

Administration Expense:
Salary
(147,498.97)
Overtime
(
433.24)
FICA Expense –Administration
( 6,446.88)
Health Insurance
( 28,014.72)
Medical Assistance (Clergy)
( 8,225.00)
MedSupp-Clergy Medical Supplement ( 8,225.00)
Long Term Care
( 4,700.00)
Dental Care
( 2,597.00)
Pension
( 8,311.77)
Pension Charge Priest
( 27,906.25)
Vision
(
234.00)
Life Insurance
(
389.38)
Long term Disability
(
508.28)
Workman’s Comp
( 1,694.80)
Unemployment Comp
(
705.27)
Clergy Auto insurance Expense
( 1,000.00)
Payroll Service Charge
(
595.00)
Clergy Retreat Stipend
( 1,325.00)
Other Clergy Expenses
( 3,098.80)
Pittsburgh Catholic Newspaper
( 7,753.49)
Office Materials & Supplies
( 3,693.00)
Postage-Administration
( 4,607.22)
Office Furnishing & Equipment
(
951.98)
Bulletins
(
605.00)
Other Communications
( 5,988.11)
Telephone
( 4,751.50)
Other Dues & subscriptions
(
193.41)
Answering Service
( 2,170.40)
Internet Service
( 3,678.86)
Rent of Facilities & Equipment
(
248.44)
Envelope/Contribution Records
( 5,788.35)
Bank Fees
(
12.00)
Other Administrative Expense
( 4,806.34)
Total Administration Expense
$(297,171.15)
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Parish
News
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCK DRIVE
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is collecting NEW men’s
and women’s thermal and boot socks throughout the
month of November. The socks will be distributed to
homeless men and women downtown. Collection bins
are in the main lobby of Ascension Church and the driveway entrance at St. Philip.

Christmas Flower
MEMORIALS

We invite you to remember your loved ones this
Christmas through your contribution for Christmas Flower Memorials. Donations can also be
made in thanksgiving for favors received. Your
donation of at least $10.00 per intention will help
defray the cost of altar flowers and decorations
which will beautify St. Philip and Ascension
Churches during the Christmas Season. A special
envelope was included in your November envelope packet for this purpose.
We ask that you get your intentions to us by
Monday, November 30.

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES
Due to the upcoming holidays, LPI, the publisher of our
weekly bulletin has asked that we submit bulletin information earlier than our usual transmission dates.
Articles must be received in the Parish Office no later
than 9:00am on the following dates:
. Sunday, December 6 Bulletin articles due by Nov. 30
. Sunday, December 13 Bulletin articles due by Dec. 3
. Sunday, December 20 Bulletin articles due by Dec. 10
. Sunday, December 27 Bulletin articles due by Dec. 16
. Sunday, January 3 Bulletin articles due by Dec. 18
6 | Second Sunday of Advent

OPLATKI
“Oplatki” is the traditional Christmas Wafer, sometimes referred to as the “Bread of Angels.” The
Christ Child was born in Bethlehem which means
“House of Bread,” and Jesus is “The Bread of Life.”
The custom began in Poland, Slovakia and Lithuania millenniums ago. By breaking and sharing
“oplatki” on Christmas Eve our prayers for health
and happiness are offered for the family. It unites
heaven and earth and reminds us of the “Unseen
Guest,” Jesus Christ. (Some families set an extra
place as a reminder of the Christ Child Who was
born in a manger to save us all.) To order “Oplatki,”
please call the parish office. Donation is $3.00.
OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS COOKIE & GOODIE
SALE HAS BEEN CANCELLED
We are sorry to announce that due to the current covid
pandemic, we thought it advisable to cancel our annual
Christmas Cookie and Treats Sale this year. However,
we are looking forward to an Easter Cookie & Bread Sale
in the Spring. Watch the bulletin for details.
PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support! If you are
unable to attend Mass, you may mail your weekly offering to
the Parish Office at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh 15205 or drop
it off in the mail box located outside the main office door. St.
Philip Parish also offers the option for ONLINE GIVING.
PARISH OFFICES
The Parish Offices are closed until further notice for all
in-person business. The offices may be contacted by
phone Monday through Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm.

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS

www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq
Reservations accepted by phone from those without internet access on
Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am to 12:00 noon. Call the parish office
at 412-922-6300, x 5.

Rest in Peace

We offer our sympathy to the family of
Kathleen Jo (Buckley) Lundell who
entered into eternal life. Please keep
her in your prayers.

FROM POPE BENEDICT XVI
“In Advent, Christians relive a dual impulse of the spirit; on the one hand,
they raise their eyes towards the final destination of their pilgrimage
through history, which is the glorious return of the Lord Jesus; on the
other, remembering with emotion his birth in Bethlehem, they kneel
before the Crib.
The hope of Christians is turned to the future but remains firmly rooted
in an event of the past. In the fullness of time, the Son of God was born of
the Virgin Mary; ‘Born of a woman, born under the law,’ as the Apostle
Paul wtites.” - Pope Benedict XVI
SEASON OF ADVENT ON THE RUN BY BETH BELCHER
Like most of us, you have probably had to wait for something
important to hapen in your life. Perhaps you have waited to hear
from a school that you applied to, or maybe you had to wait longer
than you thought for your child to be born. It can be very hard to
be patient while waiting, especially if you have had to “hurry up” to
wait, such as in an emergency room after an accident or in line at
the grocery store right before a holiday. Your child may also find it
difficult to wait, especially in public. It can be very hard work! You
may end up pulling out paper and crayons or an electronic game to
help pass the time. Seeing the sense in waiting can be difficult for
anyone. We all want our waiting to be worth it - we don’t want to
feel that we have spent valuable time waiting in vain! In the Season
of Advent we see that our waiting can be a fruitful experience,
especially when we understand what we are waiting for; the Nativity and the Second Coming! In either event, the coming of Christ is
most profound when we are able to see Christ in others. Advent is
the Church’s gift which helps us to prepare our hearts for Him and
His Comings. We can do this with prayer, patience and generosity
while we help t0 build ourselves and the Kingdom of God through
the theological virtue of HOPE!

Sanctuary

Lamp

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns
In Loving Memory of Michael & Mary Dolansky
Offered by Dolansky Family
This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension
burns In Loving Memory of Eddie Nordick
Offered by Marcy and Family

ADVERTISER
of the Week
HOME IMPROVEMENT, CALL ROGER
Thank you for helping to underwrite the
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.
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St. Philip
School
News
GRACE PROGRAM
Deadline for December enrollments is December 1.
Requests for enrollment may be made by visiting
www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or may be placed in
the collection basket or sent to the school office at 52
West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15205. Any donation
is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school.
Thank you to all for your support of the GRACE Program.

SEND THE CARD THAT IS A GIFT
You can send a special gift of prayer this holiday
season by enrolling loved ones in the December
GRACE Program. Special Christmas cards inform the
person to be remembered that you have made a
donation to St. Philip School in his/her name.
Enrollment can also be made as a memorial for the
deceased and the card can be sent to his/her family.
The names of all those enrolled will be read during our
Christmas Novena which will be said daily during the
nine school days before Christmas. They then will be
placed in the cradle beneath our Christmas tree in the
main hallway and the cradle will be presented with the
gifts at the children’s Christmas Mass. Any donation is
appreciated. Request for cards may be made by
sending a note in an envelope marked GRACE
Christmas Cards in the collection basket or to the
school office at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA
15205. Deadline for enrollment is December 20.
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SPS THIS WEEK
• In virtual art classes this week. KA, KB and 1A
learned about warm and cool colors and drew
flower scenes depicting the difference. 2A, 2B and 3A
made “pop-out” self-portraits of themselves wearing
masks with a hidden part of the drawing that shows
their smiles underneath.
• Kindergarten loves its leaf walk each year. This year
was different from others but we still were able to
have some sort of leaf fun. We all collected a leaf. We
discussed where we found it, what color and what
size it was. We then read a book about why leaves
change colors and what their jobs are.
• Third grade did an awesome job adapting to the
past week of virtual learning. We were able to pick
up where we left off in all subjects. We even had
some extra time for a brief "show and tell.”
• In religion, the Kindergarten students are learning
about the Sacrament of Baptism. We are learning
how this is the special Sacrament when we are
welcomed into the church. The children had the
opportunity to share something special from their
Baptism.
• First Grade is doing a fabulous job adjusting on and
off to virtual learning.

Spotlight
on our

TEACHERS
Ms. Carrie Gallagher,
Second Grade - Section A
“I am very excited to be a part of
St. Philips School. I am honored to
be called by God to lead the children
to His table by celebrating the
Sacraments of Reconciliation and
First Holy Communion.”
Education/ Certifications:
• Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education
(California University of PA)
• Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education (Ohio
Dominican University)
Experience:
• I grew up in Columbus, Ohio. Before starting my
family, I taught full-day kindergarten there.
• After having three beautiful children, I returned to
teaching as a preschool teacher. I taught preschool
for many years before going back to teaching in an
elementary school.
• After our family relocated to PA in 2007, I went back
to school to earn my Master’s Degree in Early
Childhood Education.
• In 2014, I joined the staff of St. Patrick School in
Canonsburg where I taught second grade for five years.
Mrs. Carly Jozwiakowski,
Fourth Grade - Section B
“Creating a strong bond with
students and families allows the
classroom to feel like home.”
Education / Certifications:
• Bachelor's in Early Childhood
Education (Clarion University)
• Certification in Pre-Kindergarten through Sixth Grade
• Active Shooter and Bomb Threat Certified
• First Aid, AED and CPR Certified
• A.L.I.C.E Trained
Experience:
• Five years teaching in school setting: Coddlers,
Chartiers Valley and South Fayette
• Four years teaching in religious education program:
St. Patrick Parish
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Religious
Education
Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education
412-922-6388
stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

A NOTE FROM MARYANN: A Happy Advent to all as we Prepare the
Way of the Lord. This year, St. Philip Parish will prepare by Praising,
Proclaiming, Praying and Pondering along with the Scriptures. Today at
9:15am we will have our first Virtual and In-Person Community Gathering.
Watch it on our facebook page. Take some time out during this Pandemic to
join us on Wednesday, December 2 at 7:00pm in Ascension Church for an
Evening of Reflection as we consider what Christmas really means during
this time in our world.

A PRAYER FOR PUTTING ON A FACE MASK
This prayer was sent to MaryAnn Garfold by Sister Janet
Gardner, OSF. It is being shared by many Christian Groups.
Creator God, as I prepare to go into the world, help me to see
the sacramental nature of wearing a mask. Let it be a
tangible and visible way of living love for my neighbors as I
love myself.

Advent:

Below are some links to find
meaningful ways to celebrate Advent:
Advent prayers and blessings from
our American Bishops:
http://tinyurl.com/usccb-Adventblessings
Advent recipes for the family:
http://tinyurl.com/Adventrecipes
Advent saints of the day:
www.catholic.org/saints/f_day/dec.php

Christ Jesus, since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart,
that people would see my smile in the crinkles around my
eyes. Since my voice may be muffled, help me to speak clearly
Your love, not only with my words, but with my actions.
Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, remind me to
listen carefully and caringly to all those I meet. May this
simple piece of cloth be shield and banner, and may each
breath it holds, be filled with Your love. In Your name and in
that love, I pray. Amen.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: This month our Religious Education Program learned about the Saints, Holy People, the
Liturgical Calendar and Advent. Please enjoy pictures of our program. Our program is for children Pre-School through 8th
Grade. For information, call MaryAnn at 412-922-6388.
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One more thing that has changed due to COVID –19.
The Giving Tree as we know it cannot happen this year.
So, instead of taking a tag off the Giving Tree and going
shopping, please send your monetary donation to one
or more of the following organizations. These are the
organizations whch St. Philip Parish has helped over
the past 25+ years. Please make your check payable to
the organization and mail it directly to them. Thank
you, and Merry Christmas!
ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY is the organization of
our parish that helps the needy. They are currently
helping 70 families in our neighborhoods. Within these
70 families there are 20 Children. They also provide
gifts for our sister parish in Tunnelton, West Virginia.
There are 50 children who are hoping for a good
Christmas, and 20 people in the local group home for
whom we usually provide gifts. Please send dontations
to: 114 Berry St., Pittsburgh, PA 15205.
CATHOLIC CHARITIES helps many of our needy neighbors. Send donations to: Sarah McMurtry, Donation
Coordinator, 212 Ninth Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222.
LIFELINE OF SOUTHWEST PA helps expectant mothers
and new moms and babies. Send donations to: Megan
Gerber, 401 Investment Bldg., 239 Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh PA 15222.
WOMEN’S CENTER & SHELTER OF GREATER PITTSBURGH
Send donations to: P.O. Box 9024, Pittsburgh PA 15224.
BACKPACKS FOR PITTSBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOL CHILDREN Please make checks payable and mail to: Jean
Harkins, 1421 Justine St., Pittsburgh, PA 15204. Suggestion is Giant Eagle gift cards.
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Ministries
& Societies
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE
As you may have heard, the parish will not be holding the
Giving Tree Christmas gift program this year. Instead, the
parish is asking people to donate to the organizations that
normally provide the children’s names and gift ideas. The
St. Philip Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is
one of those organizations.
In the past, we have supplied the parish with the names
of children from the families that we deliver food to each
month, children of the families that we have assisted with
furniture, rent, utilities, etc. throughout the year, and the
names of needy children provided to us by the director of
the Madonna Hope House in Tunnelton, West Virginia.
Last year, we submitted 120 gift requests.
We are committed to making sure that the children we
serve have a gift to open on Christmas morning. If you’d
like to help us make this a reality, we ask that you make a
monetary donation toward this cause. We will gather
names and wish lists like normal. The monetary
donations we receive will be used by our volunteers to
purchase the gifts from the wish lists, and we will wrap
them and deliver them to the children.

There are three ways that you can make a donation. To
donate online, please visit https://saintphilipchurch.we
shareonline.org/ws/opportunities/SaintVincentDePaul/
donate. Be sure to write in the comment section that you
are donating for Christmas gifts. You can mail your
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donation to the parish office at 114 Berry Street,
Pittsburgh, PA 15205. Lastly, you can drop your donation
in one of the poor boxes located at St. Philip and
Ascension. If you mail or drop off a donation, be sure to
note on the envelope and/or check that your donation is
for Christmas gifts. We ask that all donations be made by
Sunday, December 13 in order to give us time for
shopping, wrapping and delivering.
While the way we are going to get the Christmas gifts to
the children will be a little different this year, we pray
that our efforts bring the light of Christ to them as they
are unwrapping their gifts on Christmas morning.
This week, your generous donations allowed us to assist
a single mother of three with two dressers; a disabled
women was given a bed, dresser, couch, table, chairs and
a household goods voucher; grandparents raising their
grandchildren were given a couch and chair; and a family
was given $247 toward their electric bill, a home goods
voucher and clothing vouchers. We cannot thank you
enough for all that you do to help so many in our
community when they are most in need.
If you would like to make a monetary donation or a
donation of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please place your
donation in one of the poor boxes, mail them to the
parish office at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205, or
donate online by visiting https://saintphilipchurch.we
shareonline.org/ws/opportunities/SaintVincentDePaul.
If you would like to make a donation of furniture or
household goods, please call or text our hotline at
412-444-8140 or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.
If you would like to donate clothing, shoes or accessories,
please place your donation in the blue bins in front of the
Hope House at St. Philip or in the rear parking lot at
Ascension, or you can call, text or email us to arrange a
pickup if you are unable to transport them yourself. Please
do not place any other items in those bins or leave anything
outside of them because they will be thrown away. Also, we
are always looking for volunteers! Any donation of your
time is extremely valuable to us. If you’d like to join us in
helping our friends in need or just want to learn more, call,
text or email us for more information.
As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.

SAINT PHILIP PARISH
PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD
Praise, Proclaim, Pray, Ponder
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2
PREPARE YE ADVENT EVENING OF REFLECTION
7:00pm to 8:00pm in Ascension Church
The Coming of Jesus from the viewpoint of Mary, Elizabeth,
Joseph, the Shepherds and each one of us. Evening will include
reflections, candlelighting, music and quiet prayer. Take home
prayers to pray individually.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT: PROCLAIM
John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
9:15am to 9:30am Live Stream Community Gathering
On Sunday Morning at Ascension Church we will gather for a
short reflection on the theme of the week. We will have a
scripture reading, witness talk, hymn reflection and scripture
possibilities for the week ahead. Please join us in person or live
stream for our Advent Community Gathering at 9:15am each
Sunday in Advent. Continue to join us for Sunday Mass either in
person or live stream.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT: PRAY
Brothers and Sisters: Rejoice Always. Pray without ceasing
9:15am to 9:30am Live Stream Community Gathering
On Sunday Morning at Ascension Church we will gather for a
short reflection on the theme of the week. We will have a
scripture reading, witness talk, hymn reflection and scripture
possibilities for the week ahead. Please join us in person or live
stream for our Advent Community Gathering at 9:15am each
Sunday in Advent. Continue to join us for Sunday Mass either in
person or live stream.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
PREPARE YE: ADVENT EVENING PRAYER

We don’t know who will play in this year’s Super
Bowl yet, but we do know the game is scheduled
for Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021 between the AFC and the
NFC. We are having a Super Bowl Pool. The cost is
$50 per block. There are 100 blocks in the pool. We
will have 4 payouts:

1st Quarter score — $375
2nd Quarter score — $750
3rd Quarter score — $375
Final score — $1,000
The names and numbers will be randomly drawn
in advance. You will receive a copy of the completed pool prior to the Super Bowl. Don’t be left out.

We already have blocks sold!!

Purchase a block for yourself or partner with a
friend. Please fill out the form below and return to
the parish office. Thank you.

SAINT PHILIP SUPER BOWL POOL
_____ Square(s) @ $50 each
Total enclosed ________________

7:00pm to 8:00pm in St. Philip Church

I would like to name my block(s):

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT: PONDER

____________________________________________________

Hail favored one! The Lord is with you. But she was greatly troubled
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
9:15am to 9:30pm Live Stream Community Gathering
On Sunday Morning at Ascension Church we will gather for a
short reflection on the theme of the week. We will have a
scripture reading, witness talk, hymn reflection and scripture
possibilities for the week ahead. Please join us in person or live
stream for our Advent Community Gathering at 9:15am each
Sunday in Advent. Continue to join us for Sunday Mass either in
person or live stream.

Name ____________________________________________
Phone number __________________________________
Email ____________________________________________
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— AROUND THE COMMUNITY —

This Sunday’s Bible Readings

40 DAYS FOR LIFE CAROLING EVENT
“Peace in the Womb” Caroling Event on Saturday, December 19
9:00am at Planned Parenthood, 933 Liberty Avenue, Pittsburgh
It’s almost time for one of the most cherished pro-life events of the
year: the “Peace in the Womb” Christmas Caroling Day. From now
through Christmas Eve, pro-lifers all over America will be heading
out to their local abortion facilities to share the hope of Christmas
in song. Some mothers have even walked out on abortion
appointments because they heard pro-lifers caroling outside!
But we’re not just there for the mothers. We’re there for the
babies, too, who will never see their first Christmas. We sing for
them, offering the only gift they’ll receive this side of eternity.
Will you come out and sing carols with your fellow pro-lifers?
In fact, why not bring a friend along with you? We can promise
you that you will be blessed by the experience of coming out to
illuminate one of the darkest places in our land with the light
of Christmas hope!
If you can’t attend the Christmas Caroling and you still want to
come and pray, join us at other dates and times:
Tuesdays from 7:30am to 11:00am
Wednesdays from 8:00am to 12:00pm
Fridays from 8:30am to 10:00am
Saturdays from 7:00am to 1:00pm
For more information on caroling or Prayer Partners for Life,
please contact Tim at 412-417-7822 or timbarr5480@gmail.com.
DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS NEEDED
Looking for a rewarding part-time or full-time job? Do you
enjoy helping people? The Emmaus Community of Pittsburgh
is currently hiring Direct Support Professionals (DSPs). DSPs
help people with intellectual disabilities who live in group
homes to live productive and meaningful lives. Emmaus takes
its name from Scripture: In the Emmaus story, the disciples
recognize Jesus in the breaking of the bread. In the same way,
Direct Support Professionals walk the road of life with people
with disabilities, recognizing their dignity and gifts. We are
inviting anyone who is interested in a meaningful job, or
perhaps change of career, to apply. Training is provided.
Please call Shauna Casey at 412-381-0277 ext. 205 for more
information. Please mail resumes to 2821 Sarah Street,
Pittsburgh, PA 15203; email to: scasey@emmauspgh.org; or fax
to 412-431-8653. Visit us at www.EmmausPgh.org. EOE.
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HERSHBERGER
STOVER INC

FUNERAL HOME
CREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213

(412) 928-2757

170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FD

www.olandertree.com

COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
STUMP GRINDING

A Veteran Owned
Funeral Home

Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh

412-921-4504

Pharmacy 921-7250

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't

FREE
ESTIMATES

be fooled " p a l aw a l l o w s

GOOD ORTHODONTICS
Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.

You

to

Choose

yo u r r e pa ir s h op

“CALL THE DOCTOR”

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers
(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING
Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

“We shall never know all
the good that a simple
smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
Washington
Pleasant Hills
Mt. Lebanon
724-225-1114
412-655-4660
412-344-4663

JIM & LOU TORCASI

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Windows • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
922-0543
Parishioners 922-8044

No job too big or too small! We do
kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.

Mike Zuhl
International Headquarters, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 USA
mzuhl@comcast.net

State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs

4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service
email: schuler293@comcast.com 45 Years of Quality Service website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220
MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

Text only 412-889-9605
or Email the website at www.Myi4a.com
“Free Masks to All who really need them”

West Hills Law

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

Driveways • Basement Floors
Steps • Sidewalks • etc.

Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway
Stone • Retaining walls • Licensed and Insured

(412) 921-5685

412-329-6959

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso
412.431.0500
Sales • Rentals • Property Management

www.galassorealestate.com
Buyer & Seller Representation

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today!
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630

3-P-4-3

Serving Entire Pittsburgh Area for Over 60 Years
Professional Leasing and Rental Property &
Management Services for Your Investment

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
• DUI
• Personal Injury
• Estate Planning
• Estate Administration
5021 Noblestown Rd.
Oakdale, PA
www.westhillslaw.com
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Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc.
CREMATION OPTIONS

b. david mcdermott,

schepnermcdermott.com

supervisor / parishioner

crafton
pa 15205

412.921.3661

THIS SPACE IS
Caring Since 1886

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–
GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Foreign & Domestic
Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated

Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700

4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

Flowers For
All Occasions
600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100

~ (412) 381-4104 ~

PAINTING

Over 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

(412) 403-2099

APPLIANCE
SERVICE CENTER
t

“The Appliance Experts”

WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

William F. Conroy
Funeral Director/Supervisor

Interior - Exterior
35 years experience

Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner
License: PA133887

Patrick M. McGowan
Funeral Director

Pre-Planning • Traditional & Cremation Services
2944 Chartiers Avenue
Phone: 412-331-5192

www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com
~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE
Family Owned Since 1959

We do PA State Inspections
and general auto repairs.
Bus stops at door.
3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309

www.schneidersauto.com

BRUNI PLUMBING, INC
Thomas Bruni

Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified

412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber Shop

Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner
150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017

Phone: 412-257-1779

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978

www.XtremeTruck.net

Murphy s Family Dentistry
Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.

412-331-6712

2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

CRAFTON

SERVICE CENTER

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road
(412) 771-4151
McKees Rocks

PAVE-RITE

(412) 264-8404
JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT

328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA

jackand@paverite.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313

www.bridgevilleappliance.com

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.

Family Owned
Since 1886

900 Chartiers Avenue • 412-921-1705

John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral Director • Anthony G. Staab, Supervisor

3-P-4-3

3 W. Prospect Ave.

(across from Ingram Busway)

Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
4245 Steubenville Pike
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

(412) 922-2171

Charles H. Sakai
Family Dentistry

“Do It Right Call”

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-922-6265

Office Hours By Appointment

412-458-5357

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411
(412) 596-4346

14-1356

