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MASS SCHEDULE  
Masses are held at Saint Philip Church and Ascension Church
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CONFESSION  
O�ered Saturdays from 12:15pm to 
1:15pm at Ascension Church.

SACRAMENTS  
Baptism: A seminar is required for 
first-time parents. Baptisms are 
celebrated on the first and third 
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at  
Saint Philip Church or at the Ascension 
Church. Please call the Religious 
Education O�ce at 412-922-6388 for 
more information.

Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted 
six months in advance of wedding. 
Participation in Pre-Cana Program 
required. Please contact the Parish 
Priests for more information.

Anointing of the Sick: Following a 
weekend Mass and on the last 
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at 
Ascension Church.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA): Call the O�ce of Religious 
Education for more information.

Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the 
Parish Priests for more information.

Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a 
person who has been hurt by abuse from 
clergy or others associated with the Church, 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh o�ers assistance 
with counseling, spiritual direction and 
referrals to other supportive services.

For information, contact our Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.

Protecting God’s Children — 
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235

CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse

Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.

LOCATION TIME  MASS INTENTION  REQUESTED BY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 — CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY    

Ascension 8:00am  Rev. Walter Sobon  Joanne DiCesare

Saint Philip 4:00pm (V) Bernard T. Tokarczyk Friends

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Stephen Caruso  Gorman Family

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 — BAPTISM OF THE LORD    

Saint Philip 7:00am  Margaret Wadowsky  Michael A. Wadowsky

Ascension 9:30am  Audrey Heigl  Debby Sullen & Peggy Baehr

Saint Philip 11:00am  Bernard Flynn &   Jim & Mary Flynn
    Joseph Wallace Families

MONDAY, JANUARY 11 — WEEKDAY (FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME)  

Saint Philip 8:00am  Paul B. Collins  Estate

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12 — WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Delfina Rose  Judy Boenigk

      

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13  — WEEKDAY     

Saint Philip 8:00am  Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 — WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  John Henkel  Joanne DiCesare

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 — WEEKDAY      

Saint Philip 8:00am  Mary Bridget Collins  Estate
    Klemmer

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 — WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Paul Korol  Wife, Claudia Korol

Saint Philip 4:00pm (V) Alice Cummings  McDonald Family

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Kay & Jim Gorman  Gorman Family

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 — SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Saint Philip 7:00am  Rose Rynn  Pat & Bernice Gallager

Ascension 9:30am  Raymond Best  Terry Best

Saint Philip 11:00am  Herb Lucot, Jr.   Craig Lucot & Family

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today 
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.
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Happy January, everyone, and best wishes for a healthy, 
joyful, and peaceful 2021! As always, I hope you’ll make use 
of this quiet time for prayer and for reflection on Jesus and 
all that he means to us as we celebrate the Christmas 
Season and today’s Epiphany of the Lord!

Remembering the Baptism of the Lord Jesus

Today, at the conclusion of our annual Christmas Season, 
we remember and celebrate the Baptism of Jesus of Naza-
reth, Jesus the Christ, the Anointed One. The practice of 
Baptism was conducted by John the Baptist, the first 
Prophet of the New Testament, and by others among the 
people of Israel as a ritual of cleansing from sin. The 
Gospels inform us that Jesus participated in this ritual at 
the Jordan River – not for the remission of any sins since he 
was sinless, but as a sign that he is fully human and shares 
this life with all people.

Because of Jesus’ Baptism, this religious action became the 
accepted practice of initiation into the Christian communi-
ty since its first days and first generation. For the past 20 
centuries, Baptism has been essential for all who wish to be 
disciples of the Lord Jesus and members of his Church.

In our Catholic Christian understanding, we receive 
three essential gifts through our own Baptism: 1.) we 
become members of Jesus’ community, his chosen people;  
2.) we are cleansed from the sin and darkness of this world;  
and 3.) our souls are filled with divine life and grace for the 
very first time. While almost all of us were baptized as 
infants, this sacrament is permanent and eternal, and it 
changes our lives forever – for the better.  Our initiation in 
Baptism and the grace received throughout our lives make 
us members of the Lord’s holy Church joined to Jesus in this 
life and making the journey to life in the Lord’s Kingdom.

Why do we baptize children? There are a number of 
reasons. First, our Catholic faith and life in God are won-
derful, divine gifts.  It’s important that we share these gifts 

with everyone – especially with children and the next 
generation. Second, parents make every decision for their 
child/ren for the first 18 years. There’s NO more important 
decision than which faith and way of life children will 
receive and follow. Without giving our Catholic faith and 
life to children, they will probably have nothing to guide 
them in their lives. Third, the Baptism of infants dates back 
to the first Christian generation. It’s been our practice from 
the very beginning. Fourth, it’s important to introduce 
children to our spiritual life in God the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit so that they too will receive the blessings 
and divine life of the Lord throughout their years. These 
are the basic reasons why Catholic Christians have always 
celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism when a youngster is 
still a child.

 
Today, we remember the important event of Jesus’ 
Baptism in the Jordan River. We also remember the 
tremendous importance of our own Baptism as it makes us 
people of God and fills us with divine life and grace. Final-
ly, we dedicate ourselves to the practice of sharing Baptism 
with all children as the first step on their lifelong journey 
(along with all of us) to everlasting life in the eternal King-
dom of God!

Thank you for your financial support during this awful 
pandemic

Yes, I’m repeating this article often so that every parish 
member receives this important news. Once again, as 
Saint Philip Parish continues to make our way through this 

pandemic year, your financial support is very much appre-
ciated. At this time, every one of our nearly 2500 house-
holds has received a Pandemic Appeal Letter from me.  
Some have just now received their third letter. So far, we’ve 
received donations from 390 households. Yes, that’s 16% of 
our households responding with a donation, but my hope 
is that, in the coming days and weeks, more families and 
members will see the importance and necessity of support-
ing the parish during this national and worldwide crisis.

As you saw in the December 6 bulletin, our parish had a 
($156,341) spending deficit in the last fiscal year because of 
the decreased contributions due to the pandemic as well 
as a total  $255,000 subsidy to our parish school.  This year, 
as you know from my Appeal letter, we will be entirely out 
of reserve funds by June 30 because of lower contributions 
and a possible $250,000 school subsidy once again this 
year. As has been announced, our parish is looking at a 
($384,000) deficit for this fiscal year, and that could leave 
us with no parish savings beginning July 2021. That would 
leave the parish in a most di�cult situation.

Thank you so very much once again to the 16% of our 
members and families who have contributed to this 
Appeal. To all who have been waiting to respond, please 
help this, your parish community now so that we can 
remain alive and be stable in 2021.  Thank you!

Still working on the future of our Catholic School

And yes, I’m also repeating this article often so that every 
parish member receives this important news. Since 
September 2020, Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of 
Scotland Parish in Greentree have been discussing the 
future of our two elementary schools. (A similar discussion 
is also taking place between Saint Elizabeth School in 
Pleasant Hills and Saint Gabriel School in Whitehall.) This 
discussion has been requested by o�cials of the Catholic 
Diocese of Pittsburgh as well as SRCES, the South Region 
Catholic Elementary Schools, Inc., which oversees the 
nine parish elementary schools in the south and west of 
Allegheny County as well as Washington County.

In the coming days and weeks, the SRCES Board and 
o�cials of our Diocese will be sharing communications 
with each school community and each parish community.  

These discussions will continue as everyone involved 
tries to find an agreeable solution to retain Catholic 

elementary education here in our local area. In the end, 
please know that any final arrangement is NOT the 
decision of the Saint Philip Parish pastor or principal.  In 
the end, a recommendation will be given to the Bishop by 
the SRCES Board, and then, the final decision will be made 
by Bishop David Zubik in consultation with his senior 
diocesan o�cials.

One additional note is that, as these discussions contin-
ue, we have all realized that this pandemic year – and its 
e�ect on the financial situations of both parishes and 
both schools – must also be considered seriously. As our 
Pandemic Appeal has made clear, Saint Philip Parish (and 
School) – and, in fact, Catholic parishes and schools across 
the Diocese and across the United States (like every 
person, family, community, business, and government) – 
have found this pandemic year to be very, very di�cult.  
School fundraising and parish contributions have certainly 
been e�ected during this di�cult year. All the current 
factors of 2020 must be considered in the deliberation and 
the forecasting needed to plan and ensure Catholic 
schools now and in the future.

The SRCES Board and our school administration will be 
communicating with school parents and families as to 
plans and recommendations.  I will continue to commu-
nicate with you, our parish community. Meanwhile, as 
always, the Saint Philip School community and I are all 
very grateful for your support of the school and for your 
interest in this important ministry of Saint Philip Parish 
and of the entire Church. We’re all doing our very best to 
continue the work and the future of Catholic schools in 
our local area!

Best wishes for a very good, blessed, and healthy 2021! 

Best wishes, once again, for this week and for a very good 
2021!   Thank you very much for your goodness and your 
generosity to our parish community, to one another, and 
to those in need.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.   May the 
good Lord bless you and your family and our parish com-
munity in 2021 and always!

Yours,
Father Jim Torquato
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Happy January, everyone, and best wishes for a healthy, 
joyful, and peaceful 2021! As always, I hope you’ll make use 
of this quiet time for prayer and for reflection on Jesus and 
all that he means to us as we celebrate the Christmas 
Season and today’s Epiphany of the Lord!

Remembering the Baptism of the Lord Jesus

Today, at the conclusion of our annual Christmas Season, 
we remember and celebrate the Baptism of Jesus of Naza-
reth, Jesus the Christ, the Anointed One. The practice of 
Baptism was conducted by John the Baptist, the first 
Prophet of the New Testament, and by others among the 
people of Israel as a ritual of cleansing from sin. The 
Gospels inform us that Jesus participated in this ritual at 
the Jordan River – not for the remission of any sins since he 
was sinless, but as a sign that he is fully human and shares 
this life with all people.

Because of Jesus’ Baptism, this religious action became the 
accepted practice of initiation into the Christian communi-
ty since its first days and first generation. For the past 20 
centuries, Baptism has been essential for all who wish to be 
disciples of the Lord Jesus and members of his Church.

In our Catholic Christian understanding, we receive 
three essential gifts through our own Baptism: 1.) we 
become members of Jesus’ community, his chosen people;  
2.) we are cleansed from the sin and darkness of this world;  
and 3.) our souls are filled with divine life and grace for the 
very first time. While almost all of us were baptized as 
infants, this sacrament is permanent and eternal, and it 
changes our lives forever – for the better.  Our initiation in 
Baptism and the grace received throughout our lives make 
us members of the Lord’s holy Church joined to Jesus in this 
life and making the journey to life in the Lord’s Kingdom.

Why do we baptize children? There are a number of 
reasons. First, our Catholic faith and life in God are won-
derful, divine gifts.  It’s important that we share these gifts 

with everyone – especially with children and the next 
generation. Second, parents make every decision for their 
child/ren for the first 18 years. There’s NO more important 
decision than which faith and way of life children will 
receive and follow. Without giving our Catholic faith and 
life to children, they will probably have nothing to guide 
them in their lives. Third, the Baptism of infants dates back 
to the first Christian generation. It’s been our practice from 
the very beginning. Fourth, it’s important to introduce 
children to our spiritual life in God the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit so that they too will receive the blessings 
and divine life of the Lord throughout their years. These 
are the basic reasons why Catholic Christians have always 
celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism when a youngster is 
still a child.

 
Today, we remember the important event of Jesus’ 
Baptism in the Jordan River. We also remember the 
tremendous importance of our own Baptism as it makes us 
people of God and fills us with divine life and grace. Final-
ly, we dedicate ourselves to the practice of sharing Baptism 
with all children as the first step on their lifelong journey 
(along with all of us) to everlasting life in the eternal King-
dom of God!

Thank you for your financial support during this awful 
pandemic

Yes, I’m repeating this article often so that every parish 
member receives this important news. Once again, as 
Saint Philip Parish continues to make our way through this 

pandemic year, your financial support is very much appre-
ciated. At this time, every one of our nearly 2500 house-
holds has received a Pandemic Appeal Letter from me.  
Some have just now received their third letter. So far, we’ve 
received donations from 390 households. Yes, that’s 16% of 
our households responding with a donation, but my hope 
is that, in the coming days and weeks, more families and 
members will see the importance and necessity of support-
ing the parish during this national and worldwide crisis.

As you saw in the December 6 bulletin, our parish had a 
($156,341) spending deficit in the last fiscal year because of 
the decreased contributions due to the pandemic as well 
as a total  $255,000 subsidy to our parish school.  This year, 
as you know from my Appeal letter, we will be entirely out 
of reserve funds by June 30 because of lower contributions 
and a possible $250,000 school subsidy once again this 
year. As has been announced, our parish is looking at a 
($384,000) deficit for this fiscal year, and that could leave 
us with no parish savings beginning July 2021. That would 
leave the parish in a most di�cult situation.

Thank you so very much once again to the 16% of our 
members and families who have contributed to this 
Appeal. To all who have been waiting to respond, please 
help this, your parish community now so that we can 
remain alive and be stable in 2021.  Thank you!

Still working on the future of our Catholic School

And yes, I’m also repeating this article often so that every 
parish member receives this important news. Since 
September 2020, Saint Philip Parish and Saint Margaret of 
Scotland Parish in Greentree have been discussing the 
future of our two elementary schools. (A similar discussion 
is also taking place between Saint Elizabeth School in 
Pleasant Hills and Saint Gabriel School in Whitehall.) This 
discussion has been requested by o�cials of the Catholic 
Diocese of Pittsburgh as well as SRCES, the South Region 
Catholic Elementary Schools, Inc., which oversees the 
nine parish elementary schools in the south and west of 
Allegheny County as well as Washington County.

In the coming days and weeks, the SRCES Board and 
o�cials of our Diocese will be sharing communications 
with each school community and each parish community.  

These discussions will continue as everyone involved 
tries to find an agreeable solution to retain Catholic 

elementary education here in our local area. In the end, 
please know that any final arrangement is NOT the 
decision of the Saint Philip Parish pastor or principal.  In 
the end, a recommendation will be given to the Bishop by 
the SRCES Board, and then, the final decision will be made 
by Bishop David Zubik in consultation with his senior 
diocesan o�cials.

One additional note is that, as these discussions contin-
ue, we have all realized that this pandemic year – and its 
e�ect on the financial situations of both parishes and 
both schools – must also be considered seriously. As our 
Pandemic Appeal has made clear, Saint Philip Parish (and 
School) – and, in fact, Catholic parishes and schools across 
the Diocese and across the United States (like every 
person, family, community, business, and government) – 
have found this pandemic year to be very, very di�cult.  
School fundraising and parish contributions have certainly 
been e�ected during this di�cult year. All the current 
factors of 2020 must be considered in the deliberation and 
the forecasting needed to plan and ensure Catholic 
schools now and in the future.

The SRCES Board and our school administration will be 
communicating with school parents and families as to 
plans and recommendations.  I will continue to commu-
nicate with you, our parish community. Meanwhile, as 
always, the Saint Philip School community and I are all 
very grateful for your support of the school and for your 
interest in this important ministry of Saint Philip Parish 
and of the entire Church. We’re all doing our very best to 
continue the work and the future of Catholic schools in 
our local area!

Best wishes for a very good, blessed, and healthy 2021! 

Best wishes, once again, for this week and for a very good 
2021!   Thank you very much for your goodness and your 
generosity to our parish community, to one another, and 
to those in need.

Until next Sunday, may you and our parish and school 
communities receive goodness, health, and divine grace 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.   May the 
good Lord bless you and your family and our parish com-
munity in 2021 and always!

Yours,
Father Jim Torquato



GRACE PROGRAM
Deadline for January enrollments is January 15. 
Requests for enrollment may be made by visiting 
www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or may be placed in 
the collection basket or sent to the school o�ce at 52 
West Crafton Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15205. Any donation is 
gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school.  
Thank you to all for your support of the GRACE Program.

CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR
The last day of school before Christmas vacation was 
filled with many memorable activities. The day began 
with the last day of prayer of the Christmas Grace 
Program Novena. Miss McGaughey led everyone in 
singing three Christmas songs: Away in a Manger, Joy to 
the World, Mi Burrito Sabanero. Then the individual 
classes held special Christmas activities such as hot 
chocolate in the courtyard for 7th grade. Kindergarten 
presented its Christmas program and there was a special 
lunch for teachers. 6A brought in the most cans for the 
St. Vincent DePaul food collection with a total of 163 
cans. This was very impressive, considering there are 
only 10 kids in the class and cans were only collected on 
two days. 6A and 6B spent their last day before 
Christmas break together. They enjoyed many festive 
activities along with spending time with each other and 
enjoying each other's company.

The highlight of the day was the Christmas Caroling 
event in the courtyard. The students prepared to go 
outside and closed their doors. Mary (Natalie Kirsch) 
and Joseph (Max Yelich) began to knock on classroom 
doors starting at KA, asking “Do you have any room for 
baby Jesus in your Inn?” Students were primed to respond 
with “NO.” After they rejected Mary and Joseph from 
entering their classroom, the students were led to the 
courtyard. The children then sang (acapella) the first two 
verses of “Silent Night” and welcomed the baby Jesus.

PRESCHOOL AND PRE-K
Preschool and Pre-k have been so busy preparing for 
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Make donating easy!   
Your regular online contributions

to Saint Philip Parish are 
encouraged and always welcome!

You can send your weekly donations 
through our We Share! internet service at

www.saintphilipchurch.weshareonline.org.

DONATE   ONLINE

Our Parish’s Pandemic Appeal
Please help Saint Philip Parish

in this very di�cult pandemic year.

Your special monetary donation now and your 
increased weekly donation will help us to 
remedy the decline in donations this year.

Our sincere thanks are extended 
to these recent parish donors:

(as of January 3, 2021)

17 Anonymous Donors

and

Rick and Marie Dettling

Richard Dettling, Jr.

Vanessa and Blake Getz

Janet Herczak

Gary McHenry

Richard Nania

Carol Pawlos

M/M Edward Tuszynski

Christmas! They have made Advent wreaths, ornaments,  
and many other pieces of art to celebrate. They also had 
a virtual story-time with Kindergarten, a Christmas 
Sing-a-long, and a birthday party for Jesus.

GOOD LUCK TO THE OLSH GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
TEAM AND OUR SPS ALUMNAE!!
From The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:

Class 2A
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart (18-4) — If history is any 
indication, the Chargers should be one of the top teams 
in the class. Coach Don Eckerle’s team has won at least 18 
games each of the past six seasons and has claimed at 
least a share of a section title three years in a row. Senior 
guard, Grace Bradley is a three-year starter who helped 
the Chargers win a WPIAL title her sophomore season. 
Also returning are junior guard-forward, Emily Schuck 
and junior guard, Kaleigh Costantino.
Players to watch: 2A “Fab 5,” Emily Schuck and Katie Ho�.

Thanks to all our 
Christmas Volunteers and Sta�!

Our Christmas celebrations this year were very 
special and truly memorable thanks to our 
parish volunteers and parish sta� members. 
Many thanks go to our decorators at both Saint 
Philip Church and Ascension Church, to our 
Music Director, to our musicians and vocalists, to 
our maintenance sta� and o�ce sta�, to our 
parish ushers, our collection counters, our 
lectors, our sacristans, our Communion minis-
ters, and all our dedicated parish members and 
parish volunteers! Your love of the Lord and of 
our parish community are so evident as you 
participate in our parish life and make our 
celebration of the Christmas Season memorable, 
joyful, and prayerful. Thank you all so very 
much! May you be all blessed by God in 2021!

Thank you for our 
new parish calendars!

Our parish community extends our grateful 
thanks to the Schepner–McDermott Funeral 
Home and to Wolbert Auto Body for providing our 
2021 Catholic Parish Calendars from J.S. Paluch, 
Inc. These annual calendars have an important 
place in every Catholic home. If you still need a 
2021 Saint Philip Parish calendar, they are in the 
church entrances, or contact the parish o�ce 
(412-922-6300) to schedule a pickup day and 
time. Thanks again to the Schepner–McDermott 
Funeral Home and to Wolbert Auto Body for 
your generosity and your support of our parish 
community!



GRACE PROGRAM
Deadline for January enrollments is January 15. 
Requests for enrollment may be made by visiting 
www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or may be placed in 
the collection basket or sent to the school o�ce at 52 
West Crafton Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15205. Any donation is 
gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school.  
Thank you to all for your support of the GRACE Program.

CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR
The last day of school before Christmas vacation was 
filled with many memorable activities. The day began 
with the last day of prayer of the Christmas Grace 
Program Novena. Miss McGaughey led everyone in 
singing three Christmas songs: Away in a Manger, Joy to 
the World, Mi Burrito Sabanero. Then the individual 
classes held special Christmas activities such as hot 
chocolate in the courtyard for 7th grade. Kindergarten 
presented its Christmas program and there was a special 
lunch for teachers. 6A brought in the most cans for the 
St. Vincent DePaul food collection with a total of 163 
cans. This was very impressive, considering there are 
only 10 kids in the class and cans were only collected on 
two days. 6A and 6B spent their last day before 
Christmas break together. They enjoyed many festive 
activities along with spending time with each other and 
enjoying each other's company.

The highlight of the day was the Christmas Caroling 
event in the courtyard. The students prepared to go 
outside and closed their doors. Mary (Natalie Kirsch) 
and Joseph (Max Yelich) began to knock on classroom 
doors starting at KA, asking “Do you have any room for 
baby Jesus in your Inn?” Students were primed to respond 
with “NO.” After they rejected Mary and Joseph from 
entering their classroom, the students were led to the 
courtyard. The children then sang (acapella) the first two 
verses of “Silent Night” and welcomed the baby Jesus.

PRESCHOOL AND PRE-K
Preschool and Pre-k have been so busy preparing for 
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Parish 
News

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
LECTORS – January 16 & 17

4:00pm at St. Philip – Gregory Healy
5:30pm at Ascension – Colleen Pilarski
7:00am at St. Philip – Beth Ayres
9:30am at Ascension – Rose Musser
11:00am at St. Philip – Katelyn Ho� 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS – January 16 & 17
4:00pm at St. Philip – Art Bannon
5:30pm at Ascension – Nancy Salinski
7:00am at St. Philip – Dian Perkins
9:30am at Ascension – Dan Welsh
11:00am at St. Philip – Tom Koger

NEXT WEEKEND’S SPECIAL COLLECTION  
Next weekend has been designated for the special 
collection to benefit St. Anthony School Programs and 
DePaul School for Hearing and Speech. A new year is 
upon us and we are so grateful to have the opportunity 
to share a bit about our programs and to work together 
once again.  On behalf of our students and sta�, we can’t 
thank you enough for supporting these invaluable 
programs that benefit many members of our Diocese.

St. Anthony’s and DePaul both fill a necessary role for 
special education with the Diocese of Pittsburgh.              
St. Anthony School Programs o�er an inclusive educa-
tion to children ages 5-21 years with special needs and 
DePaul School for Hearing and Speech teaches children, 
birth to 14 years, who are deaf or hard of hearing to 
listen, speak, and learn. Both programs empower 
students to become active and contributing members of 
their respective communities.

Any help you can give is deeply appreciated and makes 
a tremendous impact on the students we serve, as well 
as their families. Our fundraising e�orts have been great-
ly impacted by the pandemic, so again, any support you 
are able to give means so much. Thank you for your time 
and God bless.
 

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support! If you are 
unable to attend Mass, you may mail your weekly o�er-
ing to the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh 
15205 or drop it o� in the mail box located outside the 
main o�ce door.   St. Philip Parish also o�ers the option 
for ONLINE GIVING.

PARISH OFFICES 
The Parish O�ces are closed until further notice for all 
in-person business. The o�ces may b000e contacted by 
phone Monday through Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm.

JUST A REMINDER. . .
Sunday Masses 

• 50% Occupancy: 300 (SP) & 200 (A) may gather at 
each Mass as per the directives of the Diocese.

Attendees at every Mass should:
• Enter church no earlier than 30 minutes before Mass 
through the Courtyard Door (St. Philip) and Main 
Doors (Ascension).

• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.
• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families 
may sit together).

• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
  (The church will be sanitized after each Mass).

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS
www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq. Reservations 
accepted by phone from those without internet access 
on Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am to 12:00 noon. 
Call the parish o�ce at 412-922-6300, x 5.

GUIDELINES FOR CATHOLIC GODPARENTS / 
SPONSORS
When choosing godparents or sponsors for Baptism or 
Confirmation, please keep in mind the following:  God-
parents/Sponsors must be at least 16 years of age, and be 
a baptized and confirmed Roman Catholic.  They must 
lead a life in harmony with the Catholic Faith (including 
valid Catholic marriage).  The mother or father cannot be 
the godparent/sponsor.  For the Sacrament of Baptism:  
A baptized person who belongs to another Christian 
community (Lutheran, Episcopal, Presbyterian, etc.) 
may be admitted only as a Christian Witness (not a 
godparent) provided there is at least one Roman Catholic 

Christmas! They have made Advent wreaths, ornaments,  
and many other pieces of art to celebrate. They also had 
a virtual story-time with Kindergarten, a Christmas 
Sing-a-long, and a birthday party for Jesus.

GOOD LUCK TO THE OLSH GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
TEAM AND OUR SPS ALUMNAE!!
From The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:

Class 2A
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart (18-4) — If history is any 
indication, the Chargers should be one of the top teams 
in the class. Coach Don Eckerle’s team has won at least 18 
games each of the past six seasons and has claimed at 
least a share of a section title three years in a row. Senior 
guard, Grace Bradley is a three-year starter who helped 
the Chargers win a WPIAL title her sophomore season. 
Also returning are junior guard-forward, Emily Schuck 
and junior guard, Kaleigh Costantino.
Players to watch: 2A “Fab 5,” Emily Schuck and Katie Ho�.

godparent who fulfills the above criteria. A non-baptized person cannot 
be a witness (Code of Canon Law, cc.872-874).

WEDDINGS AT ST. PHILIP PARISH
Are you seeking to be married in the Catholic Church?  Would you like to 
have your wedding at St. Philip Parish? Please remember that engaged 
couples are required to meet with one of our parish priests for an Intake 
Meeting prior to scheduling a wedding date. Diocesan policy also asks 
that a six-month period of preparation take place prior to any wedding.  
Couples are also asked to complete an approved Pre-Cana experience.  We 
strongly recommend waiting to book your reception venue until you 
have met with the priest. This will ensure that there are no impediments 
preventing a wedding in the Catholic Church and enable you to secure a 
wedding date. Please contact Maureen Takach in the Parish O�ce at 
412-922-6300 ext. 6 for additional information.

DID YOU KNOW?
While the Catholic Church allows for cremation, it still guards against 
situations where cremains are not given proper respect. As the Rite states, 
“the cremated remains of a body should be treated with the same respect 
given to the human body from which they come.” This respect includes a 
proper burial. As the Rite continues, “The cremated remains should be 
buried in a grave or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium. The prac-
tice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on the 
ground, or keeping cremated remains in the home of a relative or friend 
of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church requires.” 
Reverence for the body, therefore, is the underlying reason why the 
Church opposes the above practices, which would also include distribut-
ing cremains to be worn in jewelry. Our bodies, and the remains of our 
bodies, are not mere objects or commodities; rather, they have dignity 
that demand respect and reverence.
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GRACE PROGRAM
Deadline for January enrollments is January 15. 
Requests for enrollment may be made by visiting 
www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or may be placed in 
the collection basket or sent to the school o�ce at 52 
West Crafton Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15205. Any donation is 
gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school.  
Thank you to all for your support of the GRACE Program.

CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR
The last day of school before Christmas vacation was 
filled with many memorable activities. The day began 
with the last day of prayer of the Christmas Grace 
Program Novena. Miss McGaughey led everyone in 
singing three Christmas songs: Away in a Manger, Joy to 
the World, Mi Burrito Sabanero. Then the individual 
classes held special Christmas activities such as hot 
chocolate in the courtyard for 7th grade. Kindergarten 
presented its Christmas program and there was a special 
lunch for teachers. 6A brought in the most cans for the 
St. Vincent DePaul food collection with a total of 163 
cans. This was very impressive, considering there are 
only 10 kids in the class and cans were only collected on 
two days. 6A and 6B spent their last day before 
Christmas break together. They enjoyed many festive 
activities along with spending time with each other and 
enjoying each other's company.

The highlight of the day was the Christmas Caroling 
event in the courtyard. The students prepared to go 
outside and closed their doors. Mary (Natalie Kirsch) 
and Joseph (Max Yelich) began to knock on classroom 
doors starting at KA, asking “Do you have any room for 
baby Jesus in your Inn?” Students were primed to respond 
with “NO.” After they rejected Mary and Joseph from 
entering their classroom, the students were led to the 
courtyard. The children then sang (acapella) the first two 
verses of “Silent Night” and welcomed the baby Jesus.

PRESCHOOL AND PRE-K
Preschool and Pre-k have been so busy preparing for 
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This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension 

burns In Loving Memory of Marie Rogers

O�ered by Daughter, Pat
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Next weekend has been designated for the special 
collection to benefit St. Anthony School Programs and 
DePaul School for Hearing and Speech. A new year is 
upon us and we are so grateful to have the opportunity 
to share a bit about our programs and to work together 
once again.  On behalf of our students and sta�, we can’t 
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ly impacted by the pandemic, so again, any support you 
are able to give means so much. Thank you for your time 
and God bless.
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each Mass as per the directives of the Diocese.
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• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.
• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families 
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• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
  (The church will be sanitized after each Mass).

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS
www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq. Reservations 
accepted by phone from those without internet access 
on Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am to 12:00 noon. 
Call the parish o�ce at 412-922-6300, x 5.

GUIDELINES FOR CATHOLIC GODPARENTS / 
SPONSORS
When choosing godparents or sponsors for Baptism or 
Confirmation, please keep in mind the following:  God-
parents/Sponsors must be at least 16 years of age, and be 
a baptized and confirmed Roman Catholic.  They must 
lead a life in harmony with the Catholic Faith (including 
valid Catholic marriage).  The mother or father cannot be 
the godparent/sponsor.  For the Sacrament of Baptism:  
A baptized person who belongs to another Christian 
community (Lutheran, Episcopal, Presbyterian, etc.) 
may be admitted only as a Christian Witness (not a 
godparent) provided there is at least one Roman Catholic 
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Christmas! They have made Advent wreaths, ornaments,  
and many other pieces of art to celebrate. They also had 
a virtual story-time with Kindergarten, a Christmas 
Sing-a-long, and a birthday party for Jesus.

GOOD LUCK TO THE OLSH GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
TEAM AND OUR SPS ALUMNAE!!
From The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:

Class 2A
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart (18-4) — If history is any 
indication, the Chargers should be one of the top teams 
in the class. Coach Don Eckerle’s team has won at least 18 
games each of the past six seasons and has claimed at 
least a share of a section title three years in a row. Senior 
guard, Grace Bradley is a three-year starter who helped 
the Chargers win a WPIAL title her sophomore season. 
Also returning are junior guard-forward, Emily Schuck 
and junior guard, Kaleigh Costantino.
Players to watch: 2A “Fab 5,” Emily Schuck and Katie Ho�.

godparent who fulfills the above criteria. A non-baptized person cannot 
be a witness (Code of Canon Law, cc.872-874).
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Are you seeking to be married in the Catholic Church?  Would you like to 
have your wedding at St. Philip Parish? Please remember that engaged 
couples are required to meet with one of our parish priests for an Intake 
Meeting prior to scheduling a wedding date. Diocesan policy also asks 
that a six-month period of preparation take place prior to any wedding.  
Couples are also asked to complete an approved Pre-Cana experience.  We 
strongly recommend waiting to book your reception venue until you 
have met with the priest. This will ensure that there are no impediments 
preventing a wedding in the Catholic Church and enable you to secure a 
wedding date. Please contact Maureen Takach in the Parish O�ce at 
412-922-6300 ext. 6 for additional information.
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While the Catholic Church allows for cremation, it still guards against 
situations where cremains are not given proper respect. As the Rite states, 
“the cremated remains of a body should be treated with the same respect 
given to the human body from which they come.” This respect includes a 
proper burial. As the Rite continues, “The cremated remains should be 
buried in a grave or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium. The prac-
tice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on the 
ground, or keeping cremated remains in the home of a relative or friend 
of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church requires.” 
Reverence for the body, therefore, is the underlying reason why the 
Church opposes the above practices, which would also include distribut-
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GRACE PROGRAM
Deadline for January enrollments is January 15. 
Requests for enrollment may be made by visiting 
www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or may be placed in 
the collection basket or sent to the school o�ce at 52 
West Crafton Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15205. Any donation is 
gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school.  
Thank you to all for your support of the GRACE Program.

CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR
The last day of school before Christmas vacation was 
filled with many memorable activities. The day began 
with the last day of prayer of the Christmas Grace 
Program Novena. Miss McGaughey led everyone in 
singing three Christmas songs: Away in a Manger, Joy to 
the World, Mi Burrito Sabanero. Then the individual 
classes held special Christmas activities such as hot 
chocolate in the courtyard for 7th grade. Kindergarten 
presented its Christmas program and there was a special 
lunch for teachers. 6A brought in the most cans for the 
St. Vincent DePaul food collection with a total of 163 
cans. This was very impressive, considering there are 
only 10 kids in the class and cans were only collected on 
two days. 6A and 6B spent their last day before 
Christmas break together. They enjoyed many festive 
activities along with spending time with each other and 
enjoying each other's company.

The highlight of the day was the Christmas Caroling 
event in the courtyard. The students prepared to go 
outside and closed their doors. Mary (Natalie Kirsch) 
and Joseph (Max Yelich) began to knock on classroom 
doors starting at KA, asking “Do you have any room for 
baby Jesus in your Inn?” Students were primed to respond 
with “NO.” After they rejected Mary and Joseph from 
entering their classroom, the students were led to the 
courtyard. The children then sang (acapella) the first two 
verses of “Silent Night” and welcomed the baby Jesus.

PRESCHOOL AND PRE-K
Preschool and Pre-k have been so busy preparing for 
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Christmas! They have made Advent wreaths, ornaments,  
and many other pieces of art to celebrate. They also had 
a virtual story-time with Kindergarten, a Christmas 
Sing-a-long, and a birthday party for Jesus.

GOOD LUCK TO THE OLSH GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
TEAM AND OUR SPS ALUMNAE!!
From The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:
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Our Lady of the Sacred Heart (18-4) — If history is any 
indication, the Chargers should be one of the top teams 
in the class. Coach Don Eckerle’s team has won at least 18 
games each of the past six seasons and has claimed at 
least a share of a section title three years in a row. Senior 
guard, Grace Bradley is a three-year starter who helped 
the Chargers win a WPIAL title her sophomore season. 
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PRESCHOOL AND PRE-K
Preschool and Pre-k have been so busy preparing for 

Baptism of the Lord   |  9

Christmas! They have made Advent wreaths, ornaments,  
and many other pieces of art to celebrate. They also had 
a virtual story-time with Kindergarten, a Christmas 
Sing-a-long, and a birthday party for Jesus.

GOOD LUCK TO THE OLSH GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
TEAM AND OUR SPS ALUMNAE!!
From The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:

Class 2A
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart (18-4) — If history is any 
indication, the Chargers should be one of the top teams 
in the class. Coach Don Eckerle’s team has won at least 18 
games each of the past six seasons and has claimed at 
least a share of a section title three years in a row. Senior 
guard, Grace Bradley is a three-year starter who helped 
the Chargers win a WPIAL title her sophomore season. 
Also returning are junior guard-forward, Emily Schuck 
and junior guard, Kaleigh Costantino.
Players to watch: 2A “Fab 5,” Emily Schuck and Katie Ho�.



GRACE PROGRAM
Deadline for January enrollments is January 15. 
Requests for enrollment may be made by visiting 
www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or may be placed in 
the collection basket or sent to the school o�ce at 52 
West Crafton Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15205. Any donation is 
gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school.  
Thank you to all for your support of the GRACE Program.

CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR
The last day of school before Christmas vacation was 
filled with many memorable activities. The day began 
with the last day of prayer of the Christmas Grace 
Program Novena. Miss McGaughey led everyone in 
singing three Christmas songs: Away in a Manger, Joy to 
the World, Mi Burrito Sabanero. Then the individual 
classes held special Christmas activities such as hot 
chocolate in the courtyard for 7th grade. Kindergarten 
presented its Christmas program and there was a special 
lunch for teachers. 6A brought in the most cans for the 
St. Vincent DePaul food collection with a total of 163 
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only 10 kids in the class and cans were only collected on 
two days. 6A and 6B spent their last day before 
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Sing-a-long, and a birthday party for Jesus.
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Our Lady of the Sacred Heart (18-4) — If history is any 
indication, the Chargers should be one of the top teams 
in the class. Coach Don Eckerle’s team has won at least 18 
games each of the past six seasons and has claimed at 
least a share of a section title three years in a row. Senior 
guard, Grace Bradley is a three-year starter who helped 
the Chargers win a WPIAL title her sophomore season. 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR REGIONAL SCHOOLS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

As parishes in the Diocese of Pittsburgh adapt to be more On Mission for The Church Alive!, the nine South Regional 
Catholic Elementary Schools (SRCES) are also adapting to the process of regionalization. Regionalization involves 
a great deal of consultation and study with clergy and lay leaders.

The SRCES Board of Directors is committed to providing a�ordable, accessible Catholic elementary education 
in our region. We have been exploring ways to combine institutions to achieve that goal.  At our most recent 
monthly meeting, the SRCES board discussed two school pairings: 

(1) St. Elizabeth of Hungary and St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Virgin, and 
(2) St. Margaret of Scotland and St. Phillip. 

At that meeting, pastors from each of the four spoke on behalf of their school and parish communities, 
relaying the ways in which you value your schools. The SRCES board noted the many qualities of the schools 
and appreciate your love for them.

At the same time, demographic and financial trends make it clear that very few, if any, of our parish schools 
are sustainable on their own. Our question is not whether to change, but how. Now that the director board 
has deliberated, our next step is to refine our recommendations and pass them on for review and approval 
by Bishop David Zubik.

At each level—pastor and school community, SRCES board, and Diocese—we make our decisions out of a 
deep commitment to our Catholic schools and parishes, with a primary concern for what is best for our 
students in the long term, ensuring that families who desire a Catholic education for their children will have 
a school that is a�ordable, geographically accessible, and financially stable within the south region.

Catholic education is at the heart of the Catholic mission. Through Catholic schools, the Church helps parents 
bring their children and youth into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.

Whether or not you have a child or grandchild in a Catholic school in our region, you support Catholic 
education through a portion of your o�ertory donations, and we thank you and appreciate you for the vital 
role you play in supporting Catholic education and building a vibrant faith community. We will keep you 
informed as the regionalization process continues.
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A NOTE FROM MARYANN: This Sunday we end our Christmas Season 
with the Baptism of the Lord. This is a time for us to think about our own 
baptism. Baptism is the first sacrament that we celebrate. We are marked as 
belonging to Christ. When we are baptized, we receive the gift of God’s grace. 
So just as the voice of The Father was heard saying, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased” following Jesus’ baptism, so it is with us. We 
often ask, “How can this be?” but if we respond to God’s grace throughout our 
lives, we respond to the grace of baptism when we offer help to a stranger, 
forgive someone who has hurt us, care for a sick child, be a caregiver for 
someone in our family, wait up for a teenager who is late, go out into the cold 
to support a family or shovel snow from a neighbor’s driveway. These are just 
a few ways in which we can respond to God’s grace. Let us be aware of God’s 
grace throughout our days in this New Year.

WATCH THIS SPACE: COMING SOON! A new family initiative. Coming 
Lent of 2021. The Diocese of Pittsburgh will be hosting a new program for 
Catholic Family Life. St. Philip will be part of the pilot program this Spring 
with anticipation of participation in a Diocesan Family Retreat this Summer. In 
this program families will:

• Help families live “the Catholic difference” in the way they relate to each 
other.

• Empower families to experience Christ more meaningfully in the 
day-to-day activities of family life

• Learn how our Catholic Faith can help families love and cherish each 
other more deeply. Learn how Catholic Faith can help families 
communicate better.

• Help families create rituals that strengthen their ability to work, play, talk 
and pray together.

• And much more

If your family is interested in joining this program and would like to add your 
name to the participation list, please call MaryAnn in the Office of Faith 
Formation at 412-922-6388. This is open to all families of St. Philip Parish.

RCIA: Our RCIA candidates with the support of our RCIA Team continue to 
study and pray in their individual homes during this pandemic. Please keep 
Tibor Kovesdi and Justin Durick in your prayers. They will be joining us in 
person once we are able to gather together again.

Religious  
Education

Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education  
412-922-6388 stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

SOLUMNITY OF MARY, 
THE MOTHER OF GOD: 

On January 1, we honor Mary, the 
Mother of God. Let us take a moment 
this week to pray the Memorare.

Remember, O most gracious Virgin 
Mary, that never was it known that 
anyone who fled to your protection, 
implored your help, or sought your 
intercession was left unaided. Inspired 
with this confidence, I fly to you, O virgin 
of virgins, my Mother. To you I come, 
before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful. 
O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise 
not my petitions, but in your mercy, hear 
and answer me. Amen.

REJOICE, MOTHER OF GOD
Rejoice, Mother of God. Rejoice, you who 
received joy from the Angel. Rejoice, you 
who conceived the brightness of eternal 
Light. Rejoice, Mother. Rejoice Holy 
Mother of God and Virgin. All creation 
extols you. Mother of Light, pray for us.

Last year the people of St. Philip Parish 
celebrated the First Encounter Christ 
Series on our road to being a Parish of 
Intentional Disciples. We continue our 
journey as we remind ourselves of A 
Disciples Prayer by Sister Joyce Rupp.

Christmas! They have made Advent wreaths, ornaments,  
and many other pieces of art to celebrate. They also had 
a virtual story-time with Kindergarten, a Christmas 
Sing-a-long, and a birthday party for Jesus.

GOOD LUCK TO THE OLSH GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
TEAM AND OUR SPS ALUMNAE!!
From The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:

Class 2A
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart (18-4) — If history is any 
indication, the Chargers should be one of the top teams 
in the class. Coach Don Eckerle’s team has won at least 18 
games each of the past six seasons and has claimed at 
least a share of a section title three years in a row. Senior 
guard, Grace Bradley is a three-year starter who helped 
the Chargers win a WPIAL title her sophomore season. 
Also returning are junior guard-forward, Emily Schuck 
and junior guard, Kaleigh Costantino.
Players to watch: 2A “Fab 5,” Emily Schuck and Katie Ho�.



GRACE PROGRAM
Deadline for January enrollments is January 15. 
Requests for enrollment may be made by visiting 
www.spsangelway.org/support-sps or may be placed in 
the collection basket or sent to the school o�ce at 52 
West Crafton Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15205. Any donation is 
gratefully accepted and directly benefits the school.  
Thank you to all for your support of the GRACE Program.

CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR
The last day of school before Christmas vacation was 
filled with many memorable activities. The day began 
with the last day of prayer of the Christmas Grace 
Program Novena. Miss McGaughey led everyone in 
singing three Christmas songs: Away in a Manger, Joy to 
the World, Mi Burrito Sabanero. Then the individual 
classes held special Christmas activities such as hot 
chocolate in the courtyard for 7th grade. Kindergarten 
presented its Christmas program and there was a special 
lunch for teachers. 6A brought in the most cans for the 
St. Vincent DePaul food collection with a total of 163 
cans. This was very impressive, considering there are 
only 10 kids in the class and cans were only collected on 
two days. 6A and 6B spent their last day before 
Christmas break together. They enjoyed many festive 
activities along with spending time with each other and 
enjoying each other's company.

The highlight of the day was the Christmas Caroling 
event in the courtyard. The students prepared to go 
outside and closed their doors. Mary (Natalie Kirsch) 
and Joseph (Max Yelich) began to knock on classroom 
doors starting at KA, asking “Do you have any room for 
baby Jesus in your Inn?” Students were primed to respond 
with “NO.” After they rejected Mary and Joseph from 
entering their classroom, the students were led to the 
courtyard. The children then sang (acapella) the first two 
verses of “Silent Night” and welcomed the baby Jesus.

PRESCHOOL AND PRE-K
Preschool and Pre-k have been so busy preparing for 
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Ministries 
& Societies

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE
Before going on Christmas break, the students of               
St. Philip School held a food drive for our food pantry. 
The students were able to collect over 400 
non-perishable food items! We would like to give a huge 
thank you to all of the students, teachers and 
administrators who made this possible. It is wonderful to 
see our young people take an interest in helping our 
friends in need!

For those of you who are not aware, the St. Philip 
Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul runs a 
food bank that delivers food to approximately 70 families 
a month who do not have transportation with which to 
reach traditional food banks. We also provide emergency 
food assistance to anyone in need. If you would like to 
donate to our food bank, or if you would like to volunteer 
with us, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 or 
email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.

Over the past few weeks, your generous donations 
allowed us to assist a family of five with a couch, kitchen 
table and chairs; a single mother was given a couch and 
bed; an elderly woman was given $300 toward her water 
bill; a single mother was given a washer and dryer; a 
woman who was previously homeless was given $300 
toward rent, a bus pass, clothing voucher and furniture; 
a single mother was given $300 for rent; a couple was 
given $89 for their electric bill; a single father was given 

two beds; and a disabled woman was given $300 for rent 
and various pieces of furniture. As we celebrate the 
Baptism of the Lord, please pray that by helping our 
friends with their material needs, we are also able help 
them to feel the presence of the Holy Spirit in their 
hearts. 

If you would like to make a monetary donation or a 
donation of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please place your 
donation in one of the poor boxes, mail them to the 
parish o�ce at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205, or 
donate online at  https://saintphilipchurch.weshareonline.org/ 
ws/opportunities/SaintVincentDePaul. If you would like 
to make a donation of furniture or household goods, 
please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 or email us 
at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com. If you would like to 
donate clothing, shoes or accessories, please place your 
donation in the blue bins in front of the Hope House at 
St. Philip or in the rear parking lot at Ascension, or you 
can call, text or email us to arrange a pickup if you are 
unable to transport them yourself. Please do not place 
any other items in those bins or leave anything outside of 
them because they will be thrown away. Also, we are 
always looking for volunteers! Any donation of your time 
is extremely valuable to us. If you’d like to join us in 
helping our friends in need or just want to learn more, 
please call, text or email us for more information.

As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of 
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.

Christmas! They have made Advent wreaths, ornaments,  
and many other pieces of art to celebrate. They also had 
a virtual story-time with Kindergarten, a Christmas 
Sing-a-long, and a birthday party for Jesus.

GOOD LUCK TO THE OLSH GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
TEAM AND OUR SPS ALUMNAE!!
From The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:

Class 2A
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart (18-4) — If history is any 
indication, the Chargers should be one of the top teams 
in the class. Coach Don Eckerle’s team has won at least 18 
games each of the past six seasons and has claimed at 
least a share of a section title three years in a row. Senior 
guard, Grace Bradley is a three-year starter who helped 
the Chargers win a WPIAL title her sophomore season. 
Also returning are junior guard-forward, Emily Schuck 
and junior guard, Kaleigh Costantino.
Players to watch: 2A “Fab 5,” Emily Schuck and Katie Ho�.
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WORSHIP & MEDITATION

This Sunday’s Bible Readings
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We don’t know who will play in this year’s Super 
Bowl yet, but we do know the game is scheduled 
for Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021 between the AFC and the 
NFC. We are having a Super Bowl Pool. The cost is 
$50 per block. There are 100 blocks in the pool. We 
will have 4 payouts: 

1st Quarter score — $375
2nd Quarter score — $750
3rd Quarter score — $375

Final score — $1,000 

The names and numbers will be randomly drawn 
in advance. You will receive a copy of the complet-
ed pool prior to the Super Bowl. Don’t be left out. 

We already have blocks sold!! 

Purchase a block for yourself or partner with a 
friend. Please fill out the form below and return to 

the parish o�ce.  Thank you. 

SAINT PHILIP SUPER BOWL POOL

_____ Square(s) @ $50 each   

Total enclosed ________________

I would like to name my block(s):

____________________________________________________
 

Name ____________________________________________

Phone number __________________________________

Email ____________________________________________

�ank you for your 
generous �nancial 

contributions to 
SAINT PHILIP PARISH!

Your goodness and participation 
help to keep our parish alive!
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JIM & LOU TORCASI
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Windows • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
 922-0543 922-8044Parishioners

 COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh
 412-921-4504 Pharmacy 921-7250

 (412) 928-2757
 www.olandertree.com
 TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
 GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
 STUMP GRINDING
Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

HERSHBERGERHERSHBERGER
STOVER INCSTOVER INC
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

CREMATION SERVICESCREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213(412) 921-0213
170 Noble Ave. • Crafton170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FDJAMES G. STOVER, FD

 A Veteran Owned
 Funeral Home

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
Driveways • Basement Floors

Steps • Sidewalks • etc.
Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway

Stone • Retaining walls • Licensed and Insured
(412) 921-5685

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

www.westhillslaw.com

West Hills Law
412-329-6959

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
 • DUI
 • Personal Injury
 • Estate Planning
 • Estate Administration
 5021 Noblestown Rd.
 Oakdale, PA

“CALL THE DOCTOR”
D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers

(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Schuler’s Service Center, Inc.
State inspection & Emission, Maintenance Servicing, A/C Repairs
4 Wheel Alignment, General Repairs, Performance Upgrades, Towing & Road Service

email: schuler293@comcast.com website: www.schulersservice.com
412-331-0277 • fax: 412-331-9300 293 • Corliss Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

MARATHON gasoline & diesel • 110 octane VP racing fuel at the pump

45 Years of Quality Service

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
No job too big or too small! We do 

kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't be fooled" p a  l aw  a l l o w s  You t o  Choose your repair shop

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

free
estiMates

 GOOD ORTHODONTICS
 Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
 Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.
 “We shall never know all
 the good that a simple
 smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
 Washington Pleasant Hills Mt. Lebanon
 724-225-1114 412-655-4660 412-344-4663

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso 
412.431.0500

Sales • Rentals • Property Management

www.galassorealestate.com

Buyer & Seller Representation 

Serving Entire Pittsburgh Area for Over 60 Years 

Professional Leasing and Rental Property & 
Management Services for Your Investment

International Headquarters, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 USA
mzuhl@comcast.net
Text only 412-889-9605 
or Email the website at www.Myi4a.com

“Free Masks to All who really need them”

Mike Zuhl

Contact Kathleen Zechello to place an ad today! 
kzechello@4LPi.com or (774) 245-9057
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 Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
 4245 Steubenville Pike
 Pittsburgh, PA 15205

 (412) 922-2171

CRAFTON
SERVICE CENTER

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-922-6265
328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR
& RADIATOR SERVICE

Family Owned Since 1959 
 We do PA State Inspections
 and general auto repairs.
 Bus stops at door.

3341 West Carson Street • 412-771-3309
www.schneidersauto.com

  BRUNI PLUMBING, INCBRUNI PLUMBING, INC
 Thomas Bruni Thomas Bruni
 Registered Master Plumber Registered Master Plumber

D.O.T. Certified • Backflow CertifiedD.O.T. Certified • Backflow Certified
412-921-1433412-921-1433

416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh416 Greentree Rd • Pittsburgh

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.
 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705
 John Paul Schwartzmiller,  John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral DirectorFuneral Director • Anthony G. Staab,  • Anthony G. Staab, SupervisorSupervisor

Family OwnedFamily Owned
Since 1886Since 1886

 William F. Conroy PatriCk m. mCGoWan
 Funeral Director/Supervisor Funeral Director

Pre-PlanninG • traditional & Cremation ServiCeS

2944 Chartiers Avenue   Phone: 412-331-5192
www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com

 ~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

 Charles H. Sakai
 Family Dentistry

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411

(412) 596-4346

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–

GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road

(412) 771-4151 McKees Rocks

 Murphy s Family Dentistry
 Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.
 412-331-6712  412-331-6712 
 2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber ShopRege’s Barber Shop
Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner

412-458-5357
3 W. Prospect Ave. 

(across from Ingram Busway)

PAINTING
Interior - Exterior 
35 years experience

(412) 403-2099
Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner

License: PA133887

THIS SPACE IS

Caring Since 1886 Caring Since 1886 

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 Family Owned & Operated
 Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700
4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~
APPLIANCEAPPLIANCE

SERVICE CENTERSERVICE CENTER
tOver 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

“The Appliance Experts”
WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

Flowers For 
All Occasions

600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100
www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

“Do It Right Call”

PAVE-RITE
(412) 264-8404

JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT 
jackand@paverite.net

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA 

150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: 412-257-1779 

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978
www.XtremeTruck.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313
www.bridgevilleappliance.com

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc.
b. david mcdermott, b. david mcdermott, 
supervisor / parishioner supervisor / parishioner 412.921.3661412.921.3661CREMATION OPTIONS

schepnermcdermott.comschepnermcdermott.com

crafton crafton 
pa 15205pa 15205


