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MASS SCHEDULE  
Masses are held at Saint Philip Church and Ascension Church
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CONFESSION  
O�ered Saturdays from 12:15pm to 
1:15pm at Ascension Church.

SACRAMENTS  
Baptism: A seminar is required for 
first-time parents. Baptisms are 
celebrated on the first and third 
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at  
Saint Philip Church or at the Ascension 
Church. Please call the Religious 
Education O�ce at 412-922-6388 for 
more information.

Matrimony: Priest is to be contacted 
six months in advance of wedding. 
Participation in Pre-Cana Program 
required. Please contact the Parish 
Priests for more information.

Anointing of the Sick: Following a 
weekend Mass and on the last 
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at 
Ascension Church.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA): Call the O�ce of Religious 
Education for more information.

Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the 
Parish Priests for more information.

Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a 
person who has been hurt by abuse from 
clergy or others associated with the Church, 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh o�ers assistance 
with counseling, spiritual direction and 
referrals to other supportive services.

For information, contact our Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.

Protecting God’s Children — 
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235

CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse

Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.

Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today 
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

LOCATION TIME  MASS INTENTION  REQUESTED BY

SATURDAY, MARCH 13 — LENTEN WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Robert Dalla Piazza  Don & Patty Martin

Saint Philip 4:00pm (V) Regis A., Mary B. and McDonald Family
    Dorothy McDonald

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Rose & Ed Hendrick  Family

SUNDAY, MARCH 14 — FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT    

Saint Philip 7:00am  Lillian Lucot  Craig Lucot & Family

Ascension 9:30am  Al Butter & Margaret Butter Kathy & Randi Butter

Saint Philip 11:00am  Jerry Lee Guldin  Rita, Dottie, Barb & Bob

MONDAY, MARCH 15 — LENTEN WEEKDAY     

Saint Philip 8:00am  Brother Richard Lubomski Raymond Belhumeur

TUESDAY, MARCH 16 — LENTEN WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  McElligott & O’Connor  Cathy O’Connor
    Families

      

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17 — LENTEN WEEKDAY    

Saint Philip 8:00am  Alyce McConnell Kaminski Colleen & Chuck Hayes

THURSDAY, MARCH 18 — LENTEN WEEKDAY     

Ascension 8:00am  Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

FRIDAY, MARCH 19 — SAINT JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Saint Philip 8:00am  Stephen Costantino  Jim Flynn

Saint Philip 8:30am  Stations of the Cross

Ascension 6:00pm  Stations of the Cross

SATURDAY, MARCH 20 — LENTEN WEEKDAY    

Ascension 8:00am  John Rogers, Jr.   Sister

Saint Philip 4:00pm (V) Ruthann Holzapfel  Family

Ascension 5:30pm (V) Catherine M. Rodgers John Rodgers & Family

SUNDAY, MARCH 21 — FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT    

Saint Philip 7:00am  Mary Ann Ambrozic  Frances M. Ambrozic

Ascension 9:30am  Paul Korol   Wife, Claudia Korol

Saint Philip 11:00am  Armando Pigoni  Walko Family

SUNDAY COLLECTION       

Last Sunday’s Collection totaled:  $11,078.34
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Greetings once again, everyone, and best wishes for a 
good Season of Lent and a healthy week ahead!   

Fourth Sunday of Lent – Jesus and the New Covenant

So why do we read the Old Testament in most of our 
Sunday and weekday Liturgies? The basic answer is that 
the history, people, and scared writings of Israel are the 
heritage from which Jesus comes to us and to all the 
world. It was the patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
– and the matriarchs – that the Lord God chose to begin 
His people, the first People of God. It was to these first 
parents of Israel that God spoke as He promised to make 
their descendants the Chosen People on earth.

The history of Israel is Jesus’ history, AND it’s our history 
as well. From the accounts before Abraham and Sarah, to 
the life of the patriarchs and matriarchs, to the twelve 
tribes, to Moses, to the Promised Land, to the thousands 
of years of Israel’s life and history, the Old Testament 
contains their sacred scriptures and their history, proph-
ets, prayers, and wisdom. It is the covenants of Israel that 
Jesus came to fulfill – and it’s the New Covenant and the 
New People of God that Jesus established by His death on 
the cross and His glorious Resurrection.

Building on the heritage of Israel, Jesus came to the 
world as the Divine Son of God in order to give His life 
for our Redemption and to draw all people to God the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – and to the eternal 
Kingdom of God. All these events, history, and writings 
of the Bible are at the heart of our Catholic Christian faith. 

As we listen to the Gospel according of John this Sunday, 
we can all be grateful that Jesus fulfilled the promises 
made to Israel, and we should be thankful that Jesus 
finally came to share the love of God with all people and 
to lead us all into the eternal life and the salvation of 
Almighty God!

The benefits of Catholic Media

On television, on the radio, in print, and through the 
internet, there are a great many Catholic media outlets 
that bring the Good News and our Catholic Christian faith 
to all people. For those who read, you can find many Cath-
olic magazines, newspapers, and books. For those who 
prefer television, you can tune into the Eternal Word Televi-
sion Network (EWTN) on Cable Channel 184 for countless 
fine programs of prayer and faith and Liturgy. Through 
satellite radio, there are numerous channels available. On 
the internet there are countless Catholic news sites such as 
Catholic World News, Crux News, and CatholicCulture.org. 
In addition, Catholic publishers continue to produce many 
fine Catholic books, catechisms, biographies, spiritual 
writings, and other works that are most beneficial to our 
faith and our knowledge of Catholic Christianity.

Take a good and long look, and make good use of all 
these Catholic media during this Lent – as well as the 
Easter season – and throughout the year for your benefit 
and for the faith of your family and friends!

Presenting the Sunday Liturgy on our YouTube Channel

For the past twelve months (since the beginning of this 
pandemic), Saint Philip Parish has been presenting a 
Sunday Liturgy on our Facebook page. Many of our mem-
bers have participated in this Liturgy via the Internet.  
Our parish thanks go to Mr. Gary Urbatis of our commu-
nity who provides this broadcast of the 9:30am Sunday 
Liturgy at Ascension Church each week.

Before Christmas, Gary Urbatis also added this Liturgy to 
our new Saint Philip Parish channel on YouTube which is 
easily accessible to everyone connected to the Internet.  
The name given to the channel is “Saint Philip Crafton”.   
Simply place this name in your YouTube search function, 
and you’ll be connected to the channel. Our 9:30am 
Sunday Liturgy at Ascension Church can be viewed live or 
any time after its original broadcast.

This e�ort will hopefully benefit many of our members 
and families during this ongoing pandemic, and in the 

future, I hope it will also contribute to our evangelization 
e�orts here in our community!

Beginning our newly merged Catholic school

As we begin preparing for and enrolling for the first 
academic year of our newly merged school, many e�orts 
have already begun. A search committee will interview 
candidates for the position of principal, and then the new 
principal will begin selecting the faculty members and 
sta� for this new Catholic elementary school. In these 
weeks, an implementation committee will also be arrang-
ing an Open House and visits to the Green Tree campus. 
As we enter into the Spring, a new name for our local 
merged school will also be selected and published.

I’m very grateful to everyone in our current school 
community and our parish community who are 
supporting this e�ort to maintain Catholic elementary 
education here in our local area. With everyone’s positive 
help and support, we can together make this newly 
merged school a success and a true blessing for our 
young students, their families, and our local parishes!

An adjustment to our 2021 Parish Share assessment

After our initial materials were sent to Our Sunday 
Printer, we received a notice from the Diocese that our 
Parish Share Assessment for 2021 is lower than we 
expected. Rather than a $90,000 assessment, we are 
being asked to raise $76,969 for our contribution to the 

Diocese this year. The reason for this reduction of our 
Parish Share goal is that our parish has had declining 
contributions since our consolidation in 2016. In the 
Parish Share Program, the Diocese assesses 17.6% of our 
annual contributions and then asks the parish to raise 
that amount in the Parish Share Campaign. Because our 
contributions declined about $75,000 in 2019, our assess-
ment has been decreased by $12,000 for this year’s Parish 
Share goal. Yes, it’s easier to meet a lower goal, but this 
also means that our parish continues to downsize.

As we move into the future following this Covid-19 
pandemic, we’ll make every e�ort to generate more 
participation among our registered Catholic members 
and families – and to encourage more financial support 
from you our members for our parish mission and opera-
tions so that we can enliven the Church of God here in 
Pittsburgh, Crafton, Ingram, and Thornburg.

Our 2021 Parish Share Campaign

Each Lent, the parishes of our Catholic Diocese of Pitts-
burgh hold our annual Parish Share Campaign to raise 
the funds which we contribute to the work of Bishop 
David Zubik and the operations of the Diocese.  

Our goal this year is now $76,969. As in past years, I 
encourage all our households to contribute (or pledge) 
$250 or more for this important annual e�ort. Last year, 
our donors were generous in helping Saint Philip Parish 
to meet and surpass the parish goal. All funds received 
above this year’s goal will stay with our parish to fund the 
budget and operations of Saint Philip Parish. Please be 
generous this year as we begin the very important 2021 
Parish Share Campaign! Thank you all very much!

Best wishes for a blessed Season of Lent! 

Best wishes for this week and for a holy Season of  Lent!   
I pray this will be a season of renewal, reconciliation, and 
divine life. As always, thank you very much for your 
continued goodness and generosity to our parish com-
munity, to one another, and to those in need.

Until next Sunday, may you and all in our community receive 
goodness, health, and divine grace from God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. May the good Lord bless you, your 
family, and our parish community now and always!

Yours,
Father Jim Torquato

Spring       
    Forward

DON’T FORGET TO 
CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS
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Greetings once again, everyone, and best wishes for a 
good Season of Lent and a healthy week ahead!   

Fourth Sunday of Lent – Jesus and the New Covenant

So why do we read the Old Testament in most of our 
Sunday and weekday Liturgies? The basic answer is that 
the history, people, and scared writings of Israel are the 
heritage from which Jesus comes to us and to all the 
world. It was the patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
– and the matriarchs – that the Lord God chose to begin 
His people, the first People of God. It was to these first 
parents of Israel that God spoke as He promised to make 
their descendants the Chosen People on earth.

The history of Israel is Jesus’ history, AND it’s our history 
as well. From the accounts before Abraham and Sarah, to 
the life of the patriarchs and matriarchs, to the twelve 
tribes, to Moses, to the Promised Land, to the thousands 
of years of Israel’s life and history, the Old Testament 
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Jesus came to fulfill – and it’s the New Covenant and the 
New People of God that Jesus established by His death on 
the cross and His glorious Resurrection.

Building on the heritage of Israel, Jesus came to the 
world as the Divine Son of God in order to give His life 
for our Redemption and to draw all people to God the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – and to the eternal 
Kingdom of God. All these events, history, and writings 
of the Bible are at the heart of our Catholic Christian faith. 

As we listen to the Gospel according of John this Sunday, 
we can all be grateful that Jesus fulfilled the promises 
made to Israel, and we should be thankful that Jesus 
finally came to share the love of God with all people and 
to lead us all into the eternal life and the salvation of 
Almighty God!

The benefits of Catholic Media

On television, on the radio, in print, and through the 
internet, there are a great many Catholic media outlets 
that bring the Good News and our Catholic Christian faith 
to all people. For those who read, you can find many Cath-
olic magazines, newspapers, and books. For those who 
prefer television, you can tune into the Eternal Word Televi-
sion Network (EWTN) on Cable Channel 184 for countless 
fine programs of prayer and faith and Liturgy. Through 
satellite radio, there are numerous channels available. On 
the internet there are countless Catholic news sites such as 
Catholic World News, Crux News, and CatholicCulture.org. 
In addition, Catholic publishers continue to produce many 
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Presenting the Sunday Liturgy on our YouTube Channel

For the past twelve months (since the beginning of this 
pandemic), Saint Philip Parish has been presenting a 
Sunday Liturgy on our Facebook page. Many of our mem-
bers have participated in this Liturgy via the Internet.  
Our parish thanks go to Mr. Gary Urbatis of our commu-
nity who provides this broadcast of the 9:30am Sunday 
Liturgy at Ascension Church each week.

Before Christmas, Gary Urbatis also added this Liturgy to 
our new Saint Philip Parish channel on YouTube which is 
easily accessible to everyone connected to the Internet.  
The name given to the channel is “Saint Philip Crafton”.   
Simply place this name in your YouTube search function, 
and you’ll be connected to the channel. Our 9:30am 
Sunday Liturgy at Ascension Church can be viewed live or 
any time after its original broadcast.

This e�ort will hopefully benefit many of our members 
and families during this ongoing pandemic, and in the 

future, I hope it will also contribute to our evangelization 
e�orts here in our community!

Beginning our newly merged Catholic school

As we begin preparing for and enrolling for the first 
academic year of our newly merged school, many e�orts 
have already begun. A search committee will interview 
candidates for the position of principal, and then the new 
principal will begin selecting the faculty members and 
sta� for this new Catholic elementary school. In these 
weeks, an implementation committee will also be arrang-
ing an Open House and visits to the Green Tree campus. 
As we enter into the Spring, a new name for our local 
merged school will also be selected and published.

I’m very grateful to everyone in our current school 
community and our parish community who are 
supporting this e�ort to maintain Catholic elementary 
education here in our local area. With everyone’s positive 
help and support, we can together make this newly 
merged school a success and a true blessing for our 
young students, their families, and our local parishes!

An adjustment to our 2021 Parish Share assessment

After our initial materials were sent to Our Sunday 
Printer, we received a notice from the Diocese that our 
Parish Share Assessment for 2021 is lower than we 
expected. Rather than a $90,000 assessment, we are 
being asked to raise $76,969 for our contribution to the 

Diocese this year. The reason for this reduction of our 
Parish Share goal is that our parish has had declining 
contributions since our consolidation in 2016. In the 
Parish Share Program, the Diocese assesses 17.6% of our 
annual contributions and then asks the parish to raise 
that amount in the Parish Share Campaign. Because our 
contributions declined about $75,000 in 2019, our assess-
ment has been decreased by $12,000 for this year’s Parish 
Share goal. Yes, it’s easier to meet a lower goal, but this 
also means that our parish continues to downsize.

As we move into the future following this Covid-19 
pandemic, we’ll make every e�ort to generate more 
participation among our registered Catholic members 
and families – and to encourage more financial support 
from you our members for our parish mission and opera-
tions so that we can enliven the Church of God here in 
Pittsburgh, Crafton, Ingram, and Thornburg.

Our 2021 Parish Share Campaign

Each Lent, the parishes of our Catholic Diocese of Pitts-
burgh hold our annual Parish Share Campaign to raise 
the funds which we contribute to the work of Bishop 
David Zubik and the operations of the Diocese.  

Our goal this year is now $76,969. As in past years, I 
encourage all our households to contribute (or pledge) 
$250 or more for this important annual e�ort. Last year, 
our donors were generous in helping Saint Philip Parish 
to meet and surpass the parish goal. All funds received 
above this year’s goal will stay with our parish to fund the 
budget and operations of Saint Philip Parish. Please be 
generous this year as we begin the very important 2021 
Parish Share Campaign! Thank you all very much!

Best wishes for a blessed Season of Lent! 

Best wishes for this week and for a holy Season of  Lent!   
I pray this will be a season of renewal, reconciliation, and 
divine life. As always, thank you very much for your 
continued goodness and generosity to our parish com-
munity, to one another, and to those in need.

Until next Sunday, may you and all in our community receive 
goodness, health, and divine grace from God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. May the good Lord bless you, your 
family, and our parish community now and always!

Yours,
Father Jim Torquato



GRACE PROGRAM
Our March/April celebration will be held in conjunction 
with the Stations of the Cross. Requests for enrollment may 
be made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps 
or may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15205. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the 
school. Thank you to all who support the GRACE Program.

CARSON SCHOLAR
Congratulations to St. Philip 8th grader, Rachel McDevitt 

who has been named a Carson Scholar 
for 2021. These students will be 
honored and receive medals and 
scholarships of $1000. Rachel is among 
a group of over 4,200 students from 
around the country to be selected as a 
Carson Scholar. Academic achieve-
ments and community service make 

them stand out as future leaders.

THIS WEEK AT SPS
• The students have been praying the Stations of the 
Cross as individual classes in the school. They are 
doing this weekly until Easter. The beautiful Stations 
of the Cross that graced the Convent Chapel now have 
a new home mounted in the hallways of our school 
and give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. These works of art 
and inspiration are a wonderful reminder of the 
legacy of faith formed by the Sisters of Charity who 
served our Parish and School for over 100 years.

• Kindergarten with Ms. Rodgers used shaving cream 
in a finger painting style to practice their new 
spelling words.

• In art class, Miss McGaughey read the book, “Don’t 
Let the Pigeon Ride the Bus,” to the first grade class 
and then taught the students how to draw Mo 
Willem’s pigeon in their new sketchbooks. 

• During our snow day last week, Miss McGuaghey 
held regular music classes on Zoom and the photos 
feature some of our new Lenten songs.
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Congratulations to the  
OLSH Forensics Team 
members, Bernie and 
Katarina Komoroski 
who qualified to the 
PHSSL State 
Championship in 
humorous and dramatic 
interpretation respectively. We are so proud of their 
achievements as they switched to a virtual method of 
competing this year!

Congratulations to Bishop Canevin student and SPS 
alumnus, Mac Johnson who participated in a virtual 
Arrupe Leaders Summit last week. The Arrupe Leaders 
Summit, sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network, 
invites emerging student leaders and faculty/parish 
chaperones from high schools and parishes nationwide 
to deepen their understanding of “a faith that does 
justice.” Rooted in Ignatian spirituality, the Summit is an 
opportunity for schools to pray together, share ideas 
and resources for social justice programming, and 
become empowered to e�ect positive social change in 
their local and global communities. The students are 
pictured on zoom call breakout sessions with students 
from all over the country- including Oregon, Texas, 
California, New York. 
“I really enjoyed my time at the Summit. It was a very 
enriching and fun experience. I left the Summit with a new 
motivation to strive for social justice. Also, I really enjoyed 
meeting new people and hearing their stories. I would 
definitely go again next year!” - Mac Johnson

2021 Par�h Share Campaign
Many thanks to our Parish Share contributors!

Your donations toward our 
2021 Parish Share Campaign 

goal of  $76,969 have already 
been generous and very helpful.

We’ll hopefully reach our goal by 
Easter Sunday, and then all extra 

donations will directly benefit 
Saint Philip Parish throughout 2021!

•
Thank you very much!

Thank you for your generous 
financial contributions to 
SAINT PHILIP PARISH!

Your goodness and participation 
help to keep our parish alive!
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Parish 
News

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
LECTORS – March 20 & 21

4:00pm at St. Philip – Art Bannon
5:30pm at Ascension – Grace Berard
7:00am at St. Philip – B. J. Gamble
9:30am at Ascension – Rose Musser
11:00am at St. Philip – Bill Stickman

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS – March 20 & 21
4:00pm at St. Philip – Dan Welsh
5:30pm at Ascension – Annette Marlinga
7:00am at St. Philip – Karen Rozeck
9:30am at Ascension – Katie Phillips
11:00am at St. Philip – Tom Koger

EASTER FLORAL MEMORIALS
A special envelope for Easter Memorials was included 
with your March envelope packet. We invite you to 
remember your loved ones, living and deceased, in a 
special way through a donation for Easter flowers. 
Your $10 gift (per intention) helps us to purchase the 
flowers which beautify our churches during the Easter 
Season. If you wish to have your intention published in 
the special Memorial Booklet, please have your request 
in to the Parish O�ce by March 21. Please print clearly.

TODAY’S SPECIAL COLLECTION
The special collection taken up this weekend is the com-
bined collection for the Campaign for Human Develop-
ment, Catholic Home Missions and the National Collection 
for Black and Indian Missions. This collection provides 
funding for groups that make lasting change and uplift the 

Congratulations to the  
OLSH Forensics Team 
members, Bernie and 
Katarina Komoroski 
who qualified to the 
PHSSL State 
Championship in 
humorous and dramatic 
interpretation respectively. We are so proud of their 
achievements as they switched to a virtual method of 
competing this year!

Congratulations to Bishop Canevin student and SPS 
alumnus, Mac Johnson who participated in a virtual 
Arrupe Leaders Summit last week. The Arrupe Leaders 
Summit, sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network, 
invites emerging student leaders and faculty/parish 
chaperones from high schools and parishes nationwide 
to deepen their understanding of “a faith that does 
justice.” Rooted in Ignatian spirituality, the Summit is an 
opportunity for schools to pray together, share ideas 
and resources for social justice programming, and 
become empowered to e�ect positive social change in 
their local and global communities. The students are 
pictured on zoom call breakout sessions with students 
from all over the country- including Oregon, Texas, 
California, New York. 
“I really enjoyed my time at the Summit. It was a very 
enriching and fun experience. I left the Summit with a new 
motivation to strive for social justice. Also, I really enjoyed 
meeting new people and hearing their stories. I would 
definitely go again next year!” - Mac Johnson

PARISH OFFICES 
The Parish O�ces are closed until further notice for all in-person busi-
ness. The o�ces may be contacted by phone Monday through Friday 
from 10:00am to 2:00pm. 

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!
If you are unable to attend Mass, you may mail your weekly o�ering to 
the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it o� in the 
mail box located outside the main o�ce door.  St. Philip Parish also o�ers 
the option for ONLINE GIVING.

poor in the United States. Campaign for Human Develop-
ment grants improve education, support economic devel-
opment and help communities provide housing in low-in-
come neighborhoods.  Please continue to defend human 
dignity and those living on the margins of society by a 
generous response to this annual collection.

PLEASE KEEP IN MIND
The Fridays of Lent are Days of Abstinence in the United 
States. The obligation of abstinence (refraining from 
eating meat) begins at age 14. A request for a dispensation 
from the obligation of abstinence on Fridays of Lent will 
not be considered unless some serious reason is present.

LENTEN EVENING PRAYER
Each Wednesday evening during Lent, we will have 
Adoration at 6:00pm with the opportunity for Confes-
sion followed by Benediction at 6:45pm. We will have 
Evening Prayer with music, witness talks, Scripture and 
reflections from 7:00pm to 8:00pm.  Please try to join us 
as we pray together as a Parish Community.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The Stations of the Cross will be prayed each Friday 
during Lent at 8:30am at St. Philip Church and at 6:00pm 
at Ascension Church. All are invited to join us for this 
traditional Lenten devotion.

JUST A REMINDER...
Sunday Masses 

• 50% Occupancy:  300 (SP) & 200 (A) may gather at 
each Mass as per the directives of the Diocese.

Attendees at every Mass should:
• Enter church no earlier than 30 minutes before Mass 

through the Courtyard Door (St. Philip) and Main 
Doors (Ascension).

• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.
• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families 

may sit together).
• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
(The church will be sanitized after each Mass)

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS
www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq
Reservations accepted by phone from those without 
internet access on Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am 
to 12:00 noon. Call the parish o�ce at 412-922-6300 x 5.
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GRACE PROGRAM
Our March/April celebration will be held in conjunction 
with the Stations of the Cross. Requests for enrollment may 
be made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps 
or may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15205. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the 
school. Thank you to all who support the GRACE Program.

CARSON SCHOLAR
Congratulations to St. Philip 8th grader, Rachel McDevitt 

who has been named a Carson Scholar 
for 2021. These students will be 
honored and receive medals and 
scholarships of $1000. Rachel is among 
a group of over 4,200 students from 
around the country to be selected as a 
Carson Scholar. Academic achieve-
ments and community service make 

them stand out as future leaders.

THIS WEEK AT SPS
• The students have been praying the Stations of the 
Cross as individual classes in the school. They are 
doing this weekly until Easter. The beautiful Stations 
of the Cross that graced the Convent Chapel now have 
a new home mounted in the hallways of our school 
and give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. These works of art 
and inspiration are a wonderful reminder of the 
legacy of faith formed by the Sisters of Charity who 
served our Parish and School for over 100 years.

• Kindergarten with Ms. Rodgers used shaving cream 
in a finger painting style to practice their new 
spelling words.

• In art class, Miss McGaughey read the book, “Don’t 
Let the Pigeon Ride the Bus,” to the first grade class 
and then taught the students how to draw Mo 
Willem’s pigeon in their new sketchbooks. 

• During our snow day last week, Miss McGuaghey 
held regular music classes on Zoom and the photos 
feature some of our new Lenten songs.

Sanctuary     Lamp

ADVERTISER of the Week 

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns 

In Loving Memory of Regis A., Mary B. and 

Dorothy McDonald

O�ered by The McDonald Family

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension 

burns In Loving Memory of Tom Jungling

O�ered by Family

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
LECTORS – March 20 & 21

4:00pm at St. Philip – Art Bannon
5:30pm at Ascension – Grace Berard
7:00am at St. Philip – B. J. Gamble
9:30am at Ascension – Rose Musser
11:00am at St. Philip – Bill Stickman

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS – March 20 & 21
4:00pm at St. Philip – Dan Welsh
5:30pm at Ascension – Annette Marlinga
7:00am at St. Philip – Karen Rozeck
9:30am at Ascension – Katie Phillips
11:00am at St. Philip – Tom Koger

EASTER FLORAL MEMORIALS
A special envelope for Easter Memorials was included 
with your March envelope packet. We invite you to 
remember your loved ones, living and deceased, in a 
special way through a donation for Easter flowers. 
Your $10 gift (per intention) helps us to purchase the 
flowers which beautify our churches during the Easter 
Season. If you wish to have your intention published in 
the special Memorial Booklet, please have your request 
in to the Parish O�ce by March 21. Please print clearly.

TODAY’S SPECIAL COLLECTION
The special collection taken up this weekend is the com-
bined collection for the Campaign for Human Develop-
ment, Catholic Home Missions and the National Collection 
for Black and Indian Missions. This collection provides 
funding for groups that make lasting change and uplift the 

GREENTREE AUTO BODY

Thank you for helping to underwrite the 
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.

Congratulations to the  
OLSH Forensics Team 
members, Bernie and 
Katarina Komoroski 
who qualified to the 
PHSSL State 
Championship in 
humorous and dramatic 
interpretation respectively. We are so proud of their 
achievements as they switched to a virtual method of 
competing this year!

Congratulations to Bishop Canevin student and SPS 
alumnus, Mac Johnson who participated in a virtual 
Arrupe Leaders Summit last week. The Arrupe Leaders 
Summit, sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network, 
invites emerging student leaders and faculty/parish 
chaperones from high schools and parishes nationwide 
to deepen their understanding of “a faith that does 
justice.” Rooted in Ignatian spirituality, the Summit is an 
opportunity for schools to pray together, share ideas 
and resources for social justice programming, and 
become empowered to e�ect positive social change in 
their local and global communities. The students are 
pictured on zoom call breakout sessions with students 
from all over the country- including Oregon, Texas, 
California, New York. 
“I really enjoyed my time at the Summit. It was a very 
enriching and fun experience. I left the Summit with a new 
motivation to strive for social justice. Also, I really enjoyed 
meeting new people and hearing their stories. I would 
definitely go again next year!” - Mac Johnson

PARISH OFFICES 
The Parish O�ces are closed until further notice for all in-person busi-
ness. The o�ces may be contacted by phone Monday through Friday 
from 10:00am to 2:00pm. 

PARISH SUPPORT
We are grateful for your continued support!
If you are unable to attend Mass, you may mail your weekly o�ering to 
the Parish O�ce at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh 15205 or drop it o� in the 
mail box located outside the main o�ce door.  St. Philip Parish also o�ers 
the option for ONLINE GIVING.

Bishop David Zubik and our Saint Philip Parish 
community are most grateful for your donation 
to and support of the 2021 Parish Share Cam-
paign. Our Diocesan Church needs the support of 
all our parish members and families. God bless!

Rest in Peace
We o�er our sympathy to the families of 
Michael White, Barbara Brown, Beth 
Anne Rave and John Gorman who 
entered into eternal life. Please keep 
them in your prayers.

HOLY MATRIN    NY 
We o�er our congratulations and best 
wishes to Michael Philip Shelapinsky and 
Christina Lynn Wolbert who were united 
in the Sacrament of Marriage at  St. Philip 
Parish on March 6. May God bless them as 
they begin their lives together.

poor in the United States. Campaign for Human Develop-
ment grants improve education, support economic devel-
opment and help communities provide housing in low-in-
come neighborhoods.  Please continue to defend human 
dignity and those living on the margins of society by a 
generous response to this annual collection.

PLEASE KEEP IN MIND
The Fridays of Lent are Days of Abstinence in the United 
States. The obligation of abstinence (refraining from 
eating meat) begins at age 14. A request for a dispensation 
from the obligation of abstinence on Fridays of Lent will 
not be considered unless some serious reason is present.

LENTEN EVENING PRAYER
Each Wednesday evening during Lent, we will have 
Adoration at 6:00pm with the opportunity for Confes-
sion followed by Benediction at 6:45pm. We will have 
Evening Prayer with music, witness talks, Scripture and 
reflections from 7:00pm to 8:00pm.  Please try to join us 
as we pray together as a Parish Community.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The Stations of the Cross will be prayed each Friday 
during Lent at 8:30am at St. Philip Church and at 6:00pm 
at Ascension Church. All are invited to join us for this 
traditional Lenten devotion.

JUST A REMINDER...
Sunday Masses 

• 50% Occupancy:  300 (SP) & 200 (A) may gather at 
each Mass as per the directives of the Diocese.

Attendees at every Mass should:
• Enter church no earlier than 30 minutes before Mass 

through the Courtyard Door (St. Philip) and Main 
Doors (Ascension).

• Ushers will moderate entry.
• Use hand sanitizer when entering church.
• Remain 6 feet apart from other individuals (families 

may sit together).
• Wear a face mask, except for Holy Communion.
• Proceed immediately to vehicles at the end of Mass.
(The church will be sanitized after each Mass)

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASS
www.Signup.com/go/FGmSpoq
Reservations accepted by phone from those without 
internet access on Tuesday & Wednesday from 10:00am 
to 12:00 noon. Call the parish o�ce at 412-922-6300 x 5.

Make donating easy!   
Your regular online contributions
to Saint Philip Parish are encour-

aged and always welcome!

You can send your 
weekly donations through our 
We Share! internet service at

www.saintphilipchurch.
weshareonline.org.

DONATE   ONLINE
Let us connect with you through Flocknote!

If you’ve NOT received our parish bulletin
 via a Flocknote email in recent weeks, 

you can easily register your email to do so.

To register, simply contact our parish o�ce, 
OR text stphilippa to 84576, 

OR visit www.stphilipchurch1.flocknote.com.



GRACE PROGRAM
Our March/April celebration will be held in conjunction 
with the Stations of the Cross. Requests for enrollment may 
be made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps 
or may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15205. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the 
school. Thank you to all who support the GRACE Program.

CARSON SCHOLAR
Congratulations to St. Philip 8th grader, Rachel McDevitt 

who has been named a Carson Scholar 
for 2021. These students will be 
honored and receive medals and 
scholarships of $1000. Rachel is among 
a group of over 4,200 students from 
around the country to be selected as a 
Carson Scholar. Academic achieve-
ments and community service make 

them stand out as future leaders.

THIS WEEK AT SPS
• The students have been praying the Stations of the 
Cross as individual classes in the school. They are 
doing this weekly until Easter. The beautiful Stations 
of the Cross that graced the Convent Chapel now have 
a new home mounted in the hallways of our school 
and give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. These works of art 
and inspiration are a wonderful reminder of the 
legacy of faith formed by the Sisters of Charity who 
served our Parish and School for over 100 years.

• Kindergarten with Ms. Rodgers used shaving cream 
in a finger painting style to practice their new 
spelling words.

• In art class, Miss McGaughey read the book, “Don’t 
Let the Pigeon Ride the Bus,” to the first grade class 
and then taught the students how to draw Mo 
Willem’s pigeon in their new sketchbooks. 

• During our snow day last week, Miss McGuaghey 
held regular music classes on Zoom and the photos 
feature some of our new Lenten songs.
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St. Philip 
School 
News

Congratulations to the  
OLSH Forensics Team 
members, Bernie and 
Katarina Komoroski 
who qualified to the 
PHSSL State 
Championship in 
humorous and dramatic 
interpretation respectively. We are so proud of their 
achievements as they switched to a virtual method of 
competing this year!

Congratulations to Bishop Canevin student and SPS 
alumnus, Mac Johnson who participated in a virtual 
Arrupe Leaders Summit last week. The Arrupe Leaders 
Summit, sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network, 
invites emerging student leaders and faculty/parish 
chaperones from high schools and parishes nationwide 
to deepen their understanding of “a faith that does 
justice.” Rooted in Ignatian spirituality, the Summit is an 
opportunity for schools to pray together, share ideas 
and resources for social justice programming, and 
become empowered to e�ect positive social change in 
their local and global communities. The students are 
pictured on zoom call breakout sessions with students 
from all over the country- including Oregon, Texas, 
California, New York. 
“I really enjoyed my time at the Summit. It was a very 
enriching and fun experience. I left the Summit with a new 
motivation to strive for social justice. Also, I really enjoyed 
meeting new people and hearing their stories. I would 
definitely go again next year!” - Mac Johnson



GRACE PROGRAM
Our March/April celebration will be held in conjunction 
with the Stations of the Cross. Requests for enrollment may 
be made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps 
or may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15205. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the 
school. Thank you to all who support the GRACE Program.

CARSON SCHOLAR
Congratulations to St. Philip 8th grader, Rachel McDevitt 

who has been named a Carson Scholar 
for 2021. These students will be 
honored and receive medals and 
scholarships of $1000. Rachel is among 
a group of over 4,200 students from 
around the country to be selected as a 
Carson Scholar. Academic achieve-
ments and community service make 

them stand out as future leaders.

THIS WEEK AT SPS
• The students have been praying the Stations of the 
Cross as individual classes in the school. They are 
doing this weekly until Easter. The beautiful Stations 
of the Cross that graced the Convent Chapel now have 
a new home mounted in the hallways of our school 
and give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. These works of art 
and inspiration are a wonderful reminder of the 
legacy of faith formed by the Sisters of Charity who 
served our Parish and School for over 100 years.

• Kindergarten with Ms. Rodgers used shaving cream 
in a finger painting style to practice their new 
spelling words.

• In art class, Miss McGaughey read the book, “Don’t 
Let the Pigeon Ride the Bus,” to the first grade class 
and then taught the students how to draw Mo 
Willem’s pigeon in their new sketchbooks. 

• During our snow day last week, Miss McGuaghey 
held regular music classes on Zoom and the photos 
feature some of our new Lenten songs.

Fourth Sunday of Lent   |  9

Congratulations to the  
OLSH Forensics Team 
members, Bernie and 
Katarina Komoroski 
who qualified to the 
PHSSL State 
Championship in 
humorous and dramatic 
interpretation respectively. We are so proud of their 
achievements as they switched to a virtual method of 
competing this year!

Congratulations to Bishop Canevin student and SPS 
alumnus, Mac Johnson who participated in a virtual 
Arrupe Leaders Summit last week. The Arrupe Leaders 
Summit, sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network, 
invites emerging student leaders and faculty/parish 
chaperones from high schools and parishes nationwide 
to deepen their understanding of “a faith that does 
justice.” Rooted in Ignatian spirituality, the Summit is an 
opportunity for schools to pray together, share ideas 
and resources for social justice programming, and 
become empowered to e�ect positive social change in 
their local and global communities. The students are 
pictured on zoom call breakout sessions with students 
from all over the country- including Oregon, Texas, 
California, New York. 
“I really enjoyed my time at the Summit. It was a very 
enriching and fun experience. I left the Summit with a new 
motivation to strive for social justice. Also, I really enjoyed 
meeting new people and hearing their stories. I would 
definitely go again next year!” - Mac Johnson

Spotlight
on our  

ALUMNI



GRACE PROGRAM
Our March/April celebration will be held in conjunction 
with the Stations of the Cross. Requests for enrollment may 
be made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps 
or may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15205. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the 
school. Thank you to all who support the GRACE Program.

CARSON SCHOLAR
Congratulations to St. Philip 8th grader, Rachel McDevitt 

who has been named a Carson Scholar 
for 2021. These students will be 
honored and receive medals and 
scholarships of $1000. Rachel is among 
a group of over 4,200 students from 
around the country to be selected as a 
Carson Scholar. Academic achieve-
ments and community service make 

them stand out as future leaders.

THIS WEEK AT SPS
• The students have been praying the Stations of the 
Cross as individual classes in the school. They are 
doing this weekly until Easter. The beautiful Stations 
of the Cross that graced the Convent Chapel now have 
a new home mounted in the hallways of our school 
and give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. These works of art 
and inspiration are a wonderful reminder of the 
legacy of faith formed by the Sisters of Charity who 
served our Parish and School for over 100 years.

• Kindergarten with Ms. Rodgers used shaving cream 
in a finger painting style to practice their new 
spelling words.

• In art class, Miss McGaughey read the book, “Don’t 
Let the Pigeon Ride the Bus,” to the first grade class 
and then taught the students how to draw Mo 
Willem’s pigeon in their new sketchbooks. 

• During our snow day last week, Miss McGuaghey 
held regular music classes on Zoom and the photos 
feature some of our new Lenten songs.
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A NOTE FROM MARYANN: If we had the opportunity to attend Mass this Ash 
Wednesday we heard the words from the Prophet Joel “Even now, says the 
Lord, return to me with you whole heart.” At St. Philip Parish, the theme of our 
Lenten Journey is “Create in me a clean heart, O God.” As the people of God 
we will share this journey in several ways. Each Sunday in the bulletin you 
will find reflection pages for each day of that week. These take the place of 
our devotional booklets. By using these as our Lenten reflection we will be 
praying together for and with one another. Please share a bulletin with 
your friends and neighbors who may not have the opportunity to attend 
Mass. Each Wednesday evening, we will have Adoration from 6:00pm to 
6:45pm with the opportunity for Confession. Each Wednesday evening 
we will have Benediction at 6:45pm followed by Evening Prayer with 
music, reflections, witness talks and scripture. Please try to join us as we 
pray together as a Parish Community. For those unable to attend in 
person, join us as we live-stream evening prayer on our facebook page. We 
have Stations of the Cross following the 8:00am Mass on Friday and again 
at 6:00pm at Ascension. Take some time this Lent to pray with one another 
as we ask, “Create in me a Clean Heart, O God.”

LENTEN OFFERINGS: WEDNESDAYS, MARCH 10, 17, 24
6:00pm  Adoration with the opportunity for Confession

6:45pm  Benediction

7:00pm  Lenten Evening Prayer with music, scripture, 

   reflection, witness talks, prayer.

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION

LENT: During Lent the whole Church prepares for the great celebration of 
Easter. Lent is a season of simple living. During Lent we try to give more 
time to God in prayer. We prepare for Easter by doing good works and by 
doing penance or giving things up like a favorite food or activity. We also 
can do extra things like read for an extra half hour or help with the dishes 
several times per week. 

ALMSGIVING: Last year before COVID we suggested that each family have a 
Lenten Giving Box where they put extra change and money saved on giving 
up sweets or dessert. We suggest that again this year. If your family would 
like to have a special Lenten Box, we will collect your Box on Palm Sunday 
and give your gift to our St. Vincent de Paul Society.

Religious  
Education

Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education  
412-922-6388 stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

LENTEN ACTIVITY:

Use the ideas here to get started 
this Lent. Below are listed some 
ideas. Pick one or two to do as a 
family each day of this first week 
of Lent. You may come up with 
some of your own.

1. Give up television and video 
games one day this week. 
Spend the time reading or 
doing something like a board 
game as a family.

2. Begin a meal with a prayer 
together.

3. Write a letter of make a phone 
call to a relative whom you 
haven’t seen in a while.

4. Make a card to give to a elderly 
neighbor this Valentine’s Day.

5. Give up dessert this week. Put 
the money in the Lenten Box.

6. Pray together each morning or 
evening before bed.

Congratulations to the  
OLSH Forensics Team 
members, Bernie and 
Katarina Komoroski 
who qualified to the 
PHSSL State 
Championship in 
humorous and dramatic 
interpretation respectively. We are so proud of their 
achievements as they switched to a virtual method of 
competing this year!

Congratulations to Bishop Canevin student and SPS 
alumnus, Mac Johnson who participated in a virtual 
Arrupe Leaders Summit last week. The Arrupe Leaders 
Summit, sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network, 
invites emerging student leaders and faculty/parish 
chaperones from high schools and parishes nationwide 
to deepen their understanding of “a faith that does 
justice.” Rooted in Ignatian spirituality, the Summit is an 
opportunity for schools to pray together, share ideas 
and resources for social justice programming, and 
become empowered to e�ect positive social change in 
their local and global communities. The students are 
pictured on zoom call breakout sessions with students 
from all over the country- including Oregon, Texas, 
California, New York. 
“I really enjoyed my time at the Summit. It was a very 
enriching and fun experience. I left the Summit with a new 
motivation to strive for social justice. Also, I really enjoyed 
meeting new people and hearing their stories. I would 
definitely go again next year!” - Mac Johnson

St. Philip Parish Lenten Evening Prayer
at Ascension Church - Wednesday, March 17, 24

6:00pm Quiet Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament
6:45pm Benediction
7:00pm Evening Prayer with Music, Reflection, Witness Talks, and Scripture

 
WOULD YOU LIKE:

- Some quiet time to reflect how God is calling you?
- To Hear uplifting, inspiring Talks of Faith?
- To be inspired by the Faith Journey of Others?
- To Pray for Loved Ones in need?
- To join others in praying together for the needs of our Catholic Community?

Make this a Special Lenten Journey. Join us each Wednesday during Lent. 
Come for part of the evening or the entire Prayer Time.

“Come to Me all you who are weary.”



GRACE PROGRAM
Our March/April celebration will be held in conjunction 
with the Stations of the Cross. Requests for enrollment may 
be made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps 
or may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15205. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the 
school. Thank you to all who support the GRACE Program.

CARSON SCHOLAR
Congratulations to St. Philip 8th grader, Rachel McDevitt 

who has been named a Carson Scholar 
for 2021. These students will be 
honored and receive medals and 
scholarships of $1000. Rachel is among 
a group of over 4,200 students from 
around the country to be selected as a 
Carson Scholar. Academic achieve-
ments and community service make 

them stand out as future leaders.

THIS WEEK AT SPS
• The students have been praying the Stations of the 
Cross as individual classes in the school. They are 
doing this weekly until Easter. The beautiful Stations 
of the Cross that graced the Convent Chapel now have 
a new home mounted in the hallways of our school 
and give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. These works of art 
and inspiration are a wonderful reminder of the 
legacy of faith formed by the Sisters of Charity who 
served our Parish and School for over 100 years.

• Kindergarten with Ms. Rodgers used shaving cream 
in a finger painting style to practice their new 
spelling words.

• In art class, Miss McGaughey read the book, “Don’t 
Let the Pigeon Ride the Bus,” to the first grade class 
and then taught the students how to draw Mo 
Willem’s pigeon in their new sketchbooks. 

• During our snow day last week, Miss McGuaghey 
held regular music classes on Zoom and the photos 
feature some of our new Lenten songs.
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Congratulations to the  
OLSH Forensics Team 
members, Bernie and 
Katarina Komoroski 
who qualified to the 
PHSSL State 
Championship in 
humorous and dramatic 
interpretation respectively. We are so proud of their 
achievements as they switched to a virtual method of 
competing this year!

Congratulations to Bishop Canevin student and SPS 
alumnus, Mac Johnson who participated in a virtual 
Arrupe Leaders Summit last week. The Arrupe Leaders 
Summit, sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network, 
invites emerging student leaders and faculty/parish 
chaperones from high schools and parishes nationwide 
to deepen their understanding of “a faith that does 
justice.” Rooted in Ignatian spirituality, the Summit is an 
opportunity for schools to pray together, share ideas 
and resources for social justice programming, and 
become empowered to e�ect positive social change in 
their local and global communities. The students are 
pictured on zoom call breakout sessions with students 
from all over the country- including Oregon, Texas, 
California, New York. 
“I really enjoyed my time at the Summit. It was a very 
enriching and fun experience. I left the Summit with a new 
motivation to strive for social justice. Also, I really enjoyed 
meeting new people and hearing their stories. I would 
definitely go again next year!” - Mac Johnson

Lenten
 Reflection
MARCH 14: 4TH SUNDAY OF LENT
Modern-Day Messengers
Early and often did the Lord, the God of 
their ancestors, send His messengers to 
them, for He had compassion on His people. 
-2 Chronicles 36:15

What messengers has God sent you recent-
ly? God sends us messengers because God 
has compassion on us. God wants us to 
have life and to have it in its fullness. Just as 
God used a diverse cast of characters to get 
people’s attention in Bible times, God 
sends messengers to us today.

FOR REFLECTION: Who is God sending 
into your life today to let you know of 
God’s compassion for you? To whom are 
you being sent?

MARCH 15: MONDAY, 4TH WEEK OF LENT
It Gets Better
No more shall the sound of weeping be 
heard, or the cry of distress.  -Isaiah 65:19

Jesus’ friends and followers wept after 
His death, even though He had told them 
He would rise again. But hopefully, we 
have all experienced goodness, joy and 
new life after our darkest days, and 
perhaps those memories will console us 
when we can’t stop crying or worrying 
now. Maybe we can hold out hope for 
others who can’t see or trust in a time 
when things will be better.

FOR REFLECTION: Do something today 
to reach out and o�er hope to others.

MARCH 16: TUESDAY, 4TH WEEK OF LENT
Fake it-Till-You-Make-It
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth 
should change, though the mountains shake 
in the heart of the sea. -Psalm 46: 2

I would love to get to a place where I 
could say as confidently as the psalmist 
that I will not fear a virus anymore etc. I 
am not there yet, but I do think there’s 
something to the fake-it till-you make-it 
philosophy. I assume I will continue to 
worry, but I want to choose intentionally 
to act out of trust rather than fear, even if 
I’m not feeling particularly trusting. My 
prayer is that in consciously acting with 
hope and confidence in God, those traits 
will grow in me.

FOR REFLECTION: What are you fearful 
about? Take some time now to pray that 
God removes your fear or gives you grace 
to act with trust.

MARCH 17: WED., 4TH WEEK OF LENT
Commas, Not Periods
My Father is still working, and I also am 
working. -John 5:17

A couple of times a week, I bike past a 
church in town whose marquee says, 
“Don’t put a period where God has placed 
a comma. God is still speaking.” No matter 
how troubling things may be, God is still 
active here and now. God is still sending 
angels and allies. God is still speaking 
words of comfort and strength to us 
today. We just have to attune our eyes and 
our ears to how Jesus is working today.

FOR REFLECTION: Who has said some-
thing to you or done something for you 
in the past week that has been a bless-
ing? How does that reveal to you that 
God is still working and speaking in the 
year 2021.

MARCH 11: THUR., 4TH WEEK OF LENT
Idolatry Today
They have been quick to turn aside from the 

way that I commanded them; they have cast for 
themselves an image of a calf, and have 
worshiped it and sacrificed to it. -Exodus 32: 8

The thing about idols is that those 
worshiping them don’t think they are 
idols, they believe they are the real thing. 
Whatever we turn to for escape from 
boredom, su�ering, or any form of 
discomfort has the potential to become 
an idol if we turn to it instead of God. The 
question is, where does my mind turn 
when I need comfort or escape? Does it 
turn to God and the life-giving things 
God o�ers us (healthy relationships, 
beauty, simplicity, nature, etc.)?

FOR REFLECTION: When and how do you 
turn to God if you are feeling restless, 
empty, bored or otherwise unfulfilled? 
Do we use the things of this world to 
remind us of God?

MARCH 12: FRIDAY, 4TH WEEK OF LENT
JESUS HAS BEEN THERE
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and 
saves the crushed in spirit.  -Psalm 34: 18

I am grateful for a God who became fully 
human and knows first-hand our experi-
ence. Because Jesus experienced these 
things and didn’t run away from them, I 
can trust more readily that the Lord is 
near me and others when we are broken-
hearted.

FOR REFLECTION: Imagine Jesus, or the 
Holy Spirit physically near you and speak 
to them about what is on your heart, as 
you would a friend.

As we begin this third week of Lent, we share Words for the Weary Daily Lenten 
Reflections by Ann Na�zinger. This will replace our Lenten Devotion Booklets.



GRACE PROGRAM
Our March/April celebration will be held in conjunction 
with the Stations of the Cross. Requests for enrollment may 
be made by visiting www.spsangelway.org/support-sps 
or may be placed in the collection basket or sent to the 
school o�ce at 52 West Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15205. 
Any donation is gratefully accepted and directly benefits the 
school. Thank you to all who support the GRACE Program.

CARSON SCHOLAR
Congratulations to St. Philip 8th grader, Rachel McDevitt 

who has been named a Carson Scholar 
for 2021. These students will be 
honored and receive medals and 
scholarships of $1000. Rachel is among 
a group of over 4,200 students from 
around the country to be selected as a 
Carson Scholar. Academic achieve-
ments and community service make 

them stand out as future leaders.

THIS WEEK AT SPS
• The students have been praying the Stations of the 
Cross as individual classes in the school. They are 
doing this weekly until Easter. The beautiful Stations 
of the Cross that graced the Convent Chapel now have 
a new home mounted in the hallways of our school 
and give our children the opportunity for prayer and 
meditation throughout the day. These works of art 
and inspiration are a wonderful reminder of the 
legacy of faith formed by the Sisters of Charity who 
served our Parish and School for over 100 years.

• Kindergarten with Ms. Rodgers used shaving cream 
in a finger painting style to practice their new 
spelling words.

• In art class, Miss McGaughey read the book, “Don’t 
Let the Pigeon Ride the Bus,” to the first grade class 
and then taught the students how to draw Mo 
Willem’s pigeon in their new sketchbooks. 

• During our snow day last week, Miss McGuaghey 
held regular music classes on Zoom and the photos 
feature some of our new Lenten songs.

12  |  Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Ministries 
& Societies

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE 
Millions of people across the country have found 
themselves unemployed — many for the first time — at 
some point during the pandemic. Both state 
unemployment benefits and the federal supplements 
that have been available at various times have been 
vitally important in helping these people to survive.  
Despite the fact that the pandemic has stretched on for a 
year now, some people are still having a hard time getting 
the unemployment benefits that they are entitled to.

When calling the PA Department of Unemployment 
Compensation, people have reported hold times that 
stretch on for hours. The Department encourages people 
to email instead. Questions regarding your claim can be 
emailed to UChelp@pa.gov. Please include your full 
name, last four digits of your social security number, and 
a brief description of your problem. According to the 
Department’s website, you should expect a response 
within 1-2 weeks.

If you have attempted to contact the Department to no 
avail, you may need additional help. Some of our friends 
in need have contacted State Senator Wayne Fontana’s 
o�ce at 412-331-1208, and his o�ce has been helpful in 
resolving their unemployment issues. Even though it 
may not always seem like it, our elected o�cials are here 
to help, so do not hesitate to reach out if you are unable 
to make headway with your unemployment 
compensation claim.

This past week, your generous donations allowed us to 
provide a disabled man with a bus pass and $300 for 
utility service; an unemployed man was given $200 for 
rent; and a woman who has been living with friends was 
assisted with $300 toward a security deposit on an 
apartment. Please keep our friends in need in your 
prayers, that they may never feel alone as they face 
hardships in their lives.

If you would like to make a monetary donation or a donation 
of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please place your donation in 
one of the poor boxes, mail them to the parish o�ce at 114 
Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205, or donate online at 
https://saintphilipchurch.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunit
ies/SaintVincentDePaul. If you would like to make a 
donation of furniture or household goods, please call or 
text our hotline at 412-444-8140 or email us at 
svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com. If you would like to donate 
clothing, shoes or accessories, please place your donation 
in the blue bins in front of the Hope House at St. Philip or 
in the rear parking lot at Ascension, or you can call, text or 
email us to arrange a pickup if you are unable to transport 
them yourself. Please do not place any other items in 
those bins or leave anything outside of them because they 
will be thrown away. If you are looking to purchase new 
or gently-used clothing, housewares or furniture, please 
shop at the St. Vincent de Paul thrift stores and visit our 
online store at eshoppittsburgh.com. Also, we are always 
looking for volunteers! Any donation of your time is 
extremely valuable to us. If you’d like to join us in helping 
our friends in need or just want to learn more, please call, 
text or email us for more information.

As always, if you, or someone you know, are in need of 
assistance, please call or text our hotline at 412-444-8140 
or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.

Congratulations to the  
OLSH Forensics Team 
members, Bernie and 
Katarina Komoroski 
who qualified to the 
PHSSL State 
Championship in 
humorous and dramatic 
interpretation respectively. We are so proud of their 
achievements as they switched to a virtual method of 
competing this year!

Congratulations to Bishop Canevin student and SPS 
alumnus, Mac Johnson who participated in a virtual 
Arrupe Leaders Summit last week. The Arrupe Leaders 
Summit, sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network, 
invites emerging student leaders and faculty/parish 
chaperones from high schools and parishes nationwide 
to deepen their understanding of “a faith that does 
justice.” Rooted in Ignatian spirituality, the Summit is an 
opportunity for schools to pray together, share ideas 
and resources for social justice programming, and 
become empowered to e�ect positive social change in 
their local and global communities. The students are 
pictured on zoom call breakout sessions with students 
from all over the country- including Oregon, Texas, 
California, New York. 
“I really enjoyed my time at the Summit. It was a very 
enriching and fun experience. I left the Summit with a new 
motivation to strive for social justice. Also, I really enjoyed 
meeting new people and hearing their stories. I would 
definitely go again next year!” - Mac Johnson
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CATHOLIC ALUMNI CLUB
The Catholic Alumni Club is a non-profit organization providing 
a framework for single Catholics to meet and socialize with 
other singles. In addition to social activities, the CAC also 
provides programs of spiritual development and community 
service for its members. 
Softball & tennis players wanted, co-ed: SINGLES, 21 AND OVER. 
Softball is played in Blawnox and Tennis at Moore Park in Brookline. 
The Catholic Singles Club of Pittsburgh is looking for players of all 
abilities. The group also o�ers dinners, spirituality events, trips, 
mini golf, hiking, volleyball, cultural and many other great events. 
For more information or an application, go to their website: 
www.cacpittsburgh.org, or contact cac.softball@yahoo.com or Gary 
at Gary.Urbatis@verizon.net or 412-427-8772.

BISHOP CANEVIN BINGO
Until regular bingo resumes, Bishop Canevin o�ers an Instant 
Ticket event every Saturday night from 7:00pm to 9:30pm. You 
can sit inside or outside. All CDC recommendations are followed 
including temperature checks at the door.
Also o�ered is a ZOOM online bingo every Monday from 
7:00pm to 8:30pm. You can purchase bingo cards at the 
Saturday night ticket event on Monday from 5:00pm to 6:30pm. 
Prizes are based on amount sold. For more information, visit 
our website at bingo-at-bc.com.

SUPPORT BISHOP CANEVIN BASEBALL
The Bishop Canevin baseball team is holding an online 50/50 
and basket ra�e.
For more information, visit https://go.rallyup.com/bcbaseball.

This Sunday’s Bible Readings

— AROUND THE COMMUNITY —
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JIM & LOU TORCASI
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Painting • Windows • Cement Work • Plastering • Electrical Work • Stone Work • Walls
 922-0543 922-8044Parishioners

 COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh
 412-921-4504 Pharmacy 921-7250

 (412) 928-2757
 www.olandertree.com
 TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
 GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
 STUMP GRINDING
Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

HERSHBERGERHERSHBERGER
STOVER INCSTOVER INC
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

CREMATION SERVICESCREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213(412) 921-0213
170 Noble Ave. • Crafton170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FDJAMES G. STOVER, FD

 A Veteran Owned
 Funeral Home

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
Driveways • Basement Floors

Steps • Sidewalks • etc.
Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway

Stone • Retaining walls • Licensed and Insured
(412) 921-5685

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

www.westhillslaw.com

West Hills Law
412-329-6959

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
 • DUI
 • Personal Injury
 • Estate Planning
 • Estate Administration
 5021 Noblestown Rd.
 Oakdale, PA

“CALL THE DOCTOR”
D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers

(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
No job too big or too small! We do 

kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't be fooled" p a  l aw  a l l o w s  You t o  Choose your repair shop

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

free
estiMates

 GOOD ORTHODONTICS
 Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
 Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.
 “We shall never know all
 the good that a simple
 smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
 Washington Pleasant Hills Mt. Lebanon
 724-225-1114 412-655-4660 412-344-4663

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso 
412.431.0500

Sales • Rentals • Property Management

www.galassorealestate.com

Buyer & Seller Representation 

Serving Entire Pittsburgh Area for Over 60 Years 

Professional Leasing and Rental Property & 
Management Services for Your Investment

International Headquarters, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 USA
mzuhl@comcast.net
Text only 412-889-9605 
or Email the website at www.Myi4a.com

“Free Masks to All who really need them”

Mike Zuhl

Contact Kathleen Zechello to place an ad today! 
kzechello@4LPi.com or (774) 245-9057

Peter Alexandratos 
Painting Contractor LLC
 412-513-6468
 peteralexptg@yahoo.com

 Fully Insured    PA-048609
 Professional Experience For Over 42 Years

SBS Securities Brokerage Services:
Investment Representatives &

Registered Investment Advisors
Serving Investors & Independent

Investment Professionals Through:
Empowerment, Facilitation and Stewardship

412.429.4040
Ralph T. Servati, Parishioner

State Inspection & Emission 
 A/C Repairs • Maintenance Servicing 
4 Wheel Alignment • General Repairs

Performance Upgrades • Full & Self Service 
Marathon Gas/Diesel

Mini Mart • VP Racing Fuels & Products
110 OCTANE RACING FUEL AT THE PUMP 

293 Corliss St., Pittsburgh, PA 15220 • 412-331-0277



 3-P-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1356

 Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
 4245 Steubenville Pike
 Pittsburgh, PA 15205

 (412) 922-2171

CRAFTON
SERVICE CENTER

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-922-6265
328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.Anthony G. Staab Funeral Home, Inc.
 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705 900 Chartiers Avenue  • 412-921-1705
 John Paul Schwartzmiller,  John Paul Schwartzmiller, Funeral DirectorFuneral Director • Anthony G. Staab,  • Anthony G. Staab, SupervisorSupervisor

Family OwnedFamily Owned
Since 1886Since 1886

 William F. Conroy PatriCk m. mCGoWan
 Funeral Director/Supervisor Funeral Director

Pre-PlanninG • traditional & Cremation ServiCeS

2944 Chartiers Avenue   Phone: 412-331-5192
www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com

 ~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

 Charles H. Sakai
 Family Dentistry

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411

(412) 596-4346

DENNIS R. JOYCE
– ATTORNEY AT LAW–

GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road

(412) 771-4151 McKees Rocks

 Murphy s Family Dentistry
 Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.
 412-331-6712  412-331-6712 
 2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Rege’s Barber ShopRege’s Barber Shop
Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner

412-458-5357
3 W. Prospect Ave. 

(across from Ingram Busway)

PAINTING
Interior - Exterior 
35 years experience

(412) 403-2099
Dan Rauterkus, Parishioner

License: PA133887

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 Family Owned & Operated
 Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700
4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

~ (412) 381-4104 ~
APPLIANCEAPPLIANCE

SERVICE CENTERSERVICE CENTER
tOver 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors

“The Appliance Experts”
WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

Flowers For 
All Occasions

600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100
www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

“Do It Right Call”

PAVE-RITE
(412) 264-8404

JACK ANDERSON, PRESIDENT 
jackand@paverite.net

Mobile (412) 758-9217 • Fax (412) 264-8505
1423 Fifth Ave., Coraopolis, PA 

150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: 412-257-1779 

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978
www.XtremeTruck.net

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313
www.bridgevilleappliance.com

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc.
b. david mcdermott, b. david mcdermott, 
supervisor / parishioner supervisor / parishioner 412.921.3661412.921.3661CREMATION OPTIONS

schepnermcdermott.comschepnermcdermott.com

crafton crafton 
pa 15205pa 15205

Diane McConaghy, REALTOR®, Associate Broker
1187 Thorn Run Rd. Ext. • Suite 400 • Coraopolis, PA 15108

Office: (724) 933-6300, Ext. 826 • Cell: (412) 719-7732
E-mail: dianeremaxselect@gmail.com Parishioner

Doin-It-Right
14 S. Linshaw Ave. • Crafton

412-922-2944 | ryanautomotive.biz

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED • BONDED
Commercial & Residential Roofing

Commercial Coatings • Sheet Metal
412-200-2798 • 5642 Steubenville Pike

office.mcchesneylueckroofing@gmail.com

PINE HOLLOW SERVICE
Domestic • Foreign Autos & Trucks

State Inspections • State Emissions • Fleet Service
All Your Service Needs Discount to Parish Members

877 Pine Hollow Rd.
771-3600

 Schneider’s Auto Repair has Schneider’s Auto Repair has
 been family owned since 1959!  been family owned since 1959! 

3341 West Carson St.3341 West Carson St.
schneiderauto@verizon.netschneiderauto@verizon.net

412-771-3309412-771-3309


