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MASS SCHEDULE

Our Liturgies are celebrated at both Saint Philip Church, 50 West Crafton Avenue,
Crafton, and Ascension Church, 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh
LOCATION

TIME

MASS INTENTION

REQUESTED BY

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27 — WEEKDAY

Ascension
Saint Philip
Ascension

CONFESSION
Offered Saturdays from 12:00pm to
1:00pm at Ascension Church.

SACRAMENTS
Baptism: A seminar is required for
first-time parents. Baptisms are
celebrated on the first and third
Sundays of the month at 12:15pm at
Saint Philip Church or at Ascension
Church. Call the Faith Formation Office
at 412-922-6388 for more information.
Matrimony: The Pastor is to be
contacted 6-18 months in advance of
the requested wedding date.
Participation in a Pre-Marriage
Program is required. Please contact
the Parish Office for more information.

8:00am
4:00pm (V)
5:30pm (V)

Maria Robson
Anthony DiMaria
Antoin Rodgers

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28 — FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Saint Philip

7:00am

Helen Lang

Ascension
Saint Philip

9:30am
11:00am

Lynn Julian
Aida M. Junsay

Saint Philip

8:00am

Marcie Killen

Ascension

8:00am

Living & Deceased Members of St. Philip Parish

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1 — ADVENT WEEKDAY

Saint Philip

8:00am

Jill Hillebrand

John & Judy Galon

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2 — ADVENT WEEKDAY

Ascension

8:00am

Fr. H. Michael Kernan
& Fr. Bob Herrmann

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4 — ADVENT WEEKDAY

Victim’s Assistance Hot-Line: If you are a
person who has been hurt by abuse from
clergy or others associated with the Church,
the Diocese of Pittsburgh offers assistance
with counseling, spiritual direction and
referrals to other supportive services.

Legion of Mary

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30 — SAINT ANDREW, APOSTLE

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3 — SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER, PRIEST

Priesthood/Religious Life: Contact the
Pastor for more information.

Carol & Michael
Anderson
Family
Family

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29 — ADVENT WEEKDAY

Anointing of the Sick: Following a
weekend Mass and on the last
Saturday of the month at 8:30am at
Ascension Church.

(RCIA): Call the Faith Formation Office
at 412-922-6388 for more information.

Pat Rodgers
Ms. Marie
John Rodgers Family

Saint Philip

Ascension
Saint Philip
Saint Philip
Ascension

8:00am

8:00am
2:00pm
4:00pm (V)
5:30pm (V)

Lugaila Family

Rose

Family

Russell Toal
Wife & Family
Wedding – Bradley J. Davis and Mary F. Philbin
Thomas Paul Brophy
Father, Paul Brophy, Sr.
Alice Cummings
Pat Rodgers

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 — SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Saint Philip
Ascension
Saint Philip

7:00am
9:30am
11:00am

Edward & Robert Dulick Dave & Dorothy Dulick
Sigmund Patterson
Jolene D’Andrea
Theresa Jakiel
Kathleen Badish

For information, contact our Diocesan Victim
Assistance Coordinator at 412-456-3093.
Protecting God’s Children —
VICTIM HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235
CHILDLINE: 1-888-932-0313 to report child abuse
Call 911 if a child is in imminent danger.
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Saint Philip Parish is on Facebook! Follow us today
to learn about upcoming events and happenings.

Notes
from the

Pastor
Greetings once again, and best wishes for a very good
week and a blessed Season of Advent!

Halloween and two entire months to Christmas –
BEFORE the Christmas Season even begins! I know
that there’s little that we can do to change this
obsession with retail sales and unending holiday
celebrations.
Yet, the Advent readings from the Bible in our Sunday
and weekdays Liturgies call us, first, to be prepared
for the return of the Lord Jesus in glory at the
completion of his divine Kingdom. We are reminded
to be ready for Jesus’ return into our lives and into our
world. Can we honestly say that we make such
personal preparation during Advent and throughout
each year?
Second, the Bible readings this Advent assure us of
God’s faithfulness to his holy people. The Lord
showed his faithfulness to Israel through the messages
of the prophets. Likewise, God showed his divine
fidelity in sending the Son of God into the world in the
person of Jesus of Nazareth. In the same way, the Lord
promises his faithfulness to all of us who are baptized
into his holy people – the Church – and who remain
his holy, faithful, and loving disciples and friends!
May you have a blessed Season of Advent, and may
Jesus and the Holy Spirit of God deepen your Catholic
Christian faith as well as your life in God in these
holy days!

The First Sunday of Advent

A brief Advent review of what’s most essential

This Saturday evening and Sunday, we begin the Holy
Season of Advent and a New Church Year of Grace!
“Advent’ literally means “coming toward”. This name
of the Advent Season reminds us that “Jesus came to
humanity” twenty centuries ago – and that he intends
to come to us every day, at the end of our years, and
again at the end of history! Best wishes for this season
dedicated to our preparation for the return of the Lord
Jesus – as well as our preparation for the celebration of
the Lord Jesus’ birth which took place twenty
centuries ago!

As we officially begin a New Church Year with the
First Sunday of Advent, I thought that it’d be good to
have a basic review of our Catholic Christian faith! I
usually presume that all members of our parish and all
Catholic Christians know the basic beliefs of our faith
along with many of the details of Catholic Christianity
and the Good News of the Lord Jesus. Our Catholic
faith and life are indeed tremendous treasures that are
comprised of so many amazing facets – just like a
diamond.

Yes, I know that most Americans are occupied with
decorating their homes for the Christmas holiday. In
fact, many began decorating their homes for
Christmas soon after Halloween. So many people (and
retail stores) now dedicate two entire months to

At the same time, as a pastor, I want to once again
share this simple reminder with everyone who reads
this bulletin.
As Catholic Christians, our three most essential and
basic beliefs – found in our Sunday Creed – are these:
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1.) DIVINITY. We believe there is One Eternal God in
Three Divine Persons (God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Spirit) as revealed to us by
Jesus of Nazareth;
2.) INCARNATION. The Son of God became fully
human in Jesus of Nazareth thus joining together
both the Divine and humanity; and
3.) RESURRECTION. The Lord Jesus was raised from
the dead three days after his crucifixion and death
on the cross, and Jesus’ Resurrection gives us hope
for our own Resurrection and Eternal Life.
Again, there are many, many wonderful beliefs in our
Catholic Christian faith, yet it’s always good to see
everything in the context of these three basic beliefs:
Divinity, Incarnation, and Resurrection. This Advent,
please take some time to reflect on these three
essential and important beliefs, and take a moment to
actually say once again “Yes, I believe in the Trinity, the
Incarnation, and the Resurrection!” Amen. God bless!

A Prayer for the
First Sunday of Advent
Dear Holy and Glorious God,
sent your prophets with the promise of the
coming light. Thank you for sending Jesus
as the fulfillment of those prophesies. As we
see the Advent candles, open our eyes to your
brightness and rekindle our joy. Remind us
that your Son was willing to battle the shadows
for us. Because he is our Deliverer, we no longer
sit in darkness. Through Christ we can glimpse
the brightness of your glory.
Amen.

Best wishes for this First Week of Advent – and for a
quiet and prayerful Advent Season!
Best wishes for a very good Sunday and for a blessed
Advent Season! Again, thank you very much for your
continued faith, discipleship, dedication, goodness,
and generosity – to our parish community, to one
another, and to those in need.
Until next week and the Second Sunday of Advent,
may you and all in our community receive goodness,
health, and divine grace from God the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. May the Lord Jesus bless you, your
family, and our parish community now and always!
Yours,
Father Jim Torquato

Thank you for your generous
financial contributions to

SAINT PHILIP PARISH!

LIVE THE LITURGY
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Any human success requires vigilance. Opportunities and powerful moments of encounter can easily
be missed when we are not attentive. It is all too
easy today to live distracted and preoccupied lives.
There is so much vying for our attention that it can
be hard to be selective and really focus. Caught up
in this whirlwind of busyness and anxiety, we
become tired and almost sleepwalk through life.
Advent is a time to selectively focus. These beautiful
four short weeks are a time to look backward and
forward and be attentive to the human journey and
God’s revelation. From the beginning of time, God
has been seeking our attention. He constantly
reminds us of the justice He desires to bring and
the promise of His abiding unconditional love.
Understanding and growing in these truths

Your goodness and participation
help to keep our parish alive!
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requires alertness so that we can be strengthened
in our faith and prepared for whatever will come.

FINANCIAL
REPORT

OUR SAINT PHILIP
PARISH FINANCES

Sunday collection total, November 13-14, 2021
Average weekly online donations

-- $9,375.00
-- $ 1,404.93

Parish income needed for this Fiscal Year
Parish income received since July 1, 2021
Parish fundraising since July 1, 2021
Estate gifts received since July 1, 2021

-- $724,000.00
-- $199,907.78
-- $13,049.52
-- $0.00

-- $7,208.00
-- $ 973.00
Average weekly utility expenses
-- $1,539.00
Average weekly insurance expenses
-- $1,251.00
Weekly contributions to Guardian Angel Academy -- $1,400.00
Average weekly staff salary and benefits expenses
Average weekly maintenance/operation expenses

Parish members -- 3,463
Parish families
Church attendance on November 13-14
Sunday envelopes used
Online contributions this week
Total households receiving envelopes

-- 1,719
-- 586
-- 245
-- 23
-- 1,151

Sunday, November 28:
Jeremiah 33:14-16;
1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2;
Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

This week:
Isaiah 25-29; Matthew 7-9

Sunday, Decembre 5:
Baruch 5:1-9; Philippians 1:4-11;
Luke 3:1-6
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Parish
News

will benefit from your generosity are: the Crafton Food
Bank, our sister parish in Tunnelton, WV, Catholic
Charities, F.O.R. (McKees Rocks), Back Pack for Kids
(Sheraden), and last but not least, our Parish’s shut-ins
and residents in nursing homes. We thank you in
advance for your Christmas charity.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
LECTORS – December 4 & 5
4:00pm at St. Philip – Gregory Healy
5:30pm at Ascension – Richard Schubert
7:00am at St. Philip – B. J. Gamble
9:30am at Ascension – Robert Okraszewski
11:00am at St. Philip – Frank Daily
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS – December 4 & 5
4:00pm at St. Philip – Sue Solt-Lonsinger
5:30pm at Ascension – Mary Schubert
7:00am at St. Philip – Karen Rozeck
9:30am at Ascension – Alice McAfee
11:00am at St. Philip – Susan Kelly
LECTORS – Holy Day, December 7 & 8
4:00pm at St. Philip – As Scheduled
5:30pm at Ascension – As Scheduled
8:00am at St. Philip – Jessica Rea
7:00pm at Ascension – Cindy Urban
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS – Holy Day, December 7 & 8
4:00pm at St. Philip – As Scheduled
5:30pm at Ascension – As Scheduled
8:00am at St. Philip – Carroll Gorman & David Sammel
7:00pm at Ascension – As Scheduled
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
Once again you are invited to take part in our annual
Giving Tree... The annual Christmas Giving Tree is up. All
are invited to take a name tag from the Tree which is
located at both St. Philip and Ascension Churches. We
ask that all gifts be returned by Monday, December 6.
Gifts must be in a gift bag with tag attached. Important
to note if you select a Fruit Basket tag, please do not
return the fruit until the weekend of December 4 & 5.
The Giving Tree is a wonderful opportunity for us to help
families in need to provide Christmas presents for their
children and for us to give a little Christmas joy to the
elderly and homebound. Some of the agencies which
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Christmas Flower Memorials

We invite you to remember your loved ones this
Christmas through your contribution for Christmas
Memorials. Donations can also be made in
thanksgiving for favors received. Your donation of
$10.00 per intention will help defray the cost of altar
flowers and decorations which will beautify St. Philip
and Ascension Churches during the Christmas Season.
A special envelope was included in your November
envelope packet for the Floral Memorials. We ask
you to please get your intentions to us by Monday,
December 6.
SAVE THE DATE: CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE
The joyful Christmas season is quickly approaching and
we are pleased to announce that St. Philip will once
again be holding its annual Christmas Cookie Sale on
December 11 & 12 (please see page 14 for details).

COOKIE SALE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are giving all parishioners, parents and children the
opportunity to share their favorite homemade cookies.
Cookies and goodies can be dropped off at Conner Hall
on Saturday, December 11 between 9:00am and 11:00am.
Volunteers are also needed to help sort, tray and wrap
cookies. Please contact Katie Phillips at 412-983-4541.

OPLATKI:
Christmas Wafer
“Oplatki” is the traditional
Christmas Wafer, sometimes referred to as the
“Bread of Angels.” The Christ
Child was born in Bethlehem which means “House
of Bread,” and Jesus is “The
Bread of Life.”
The custom began in Poland, Slovakia and Lithuania millennia
ago. By breaking and sharing “Oplatki” on Christmas Eve our
prayers for health and happiness are offered for the family. It
unites heaven and earth and reminds us of the “Unseen Guest,”
Jesus Christ. Some families set an extra place at the table as a
reminder of the Christ Child Who was born in a manger to save us
all. “Oplatki” will be available the first weekend in December. To
place an order, please call the parish office. Donation is $3.00.
CONGRATULATIONS
We would like to congratulate the following students from our parish
who were named to the Honor Roll at Bishop Canevin High School for the
First Academic Quarter. They are:
High Honors: Mason Anselm, Trinity Anselm, Francis Bochicchio,
Josephine Bochicchio, Ashley Boehm, Rachel Boehm, Alysha Cutri,
Leyton Cypher, Isabella Demark, Joseph Hurley, Maclaen Johnson,
Lauren Kirsch, Natalie Kirsch, Isabella Malloy, Alexander Petrak, Grace
Ravenstahl, Evan Seitz, George Shorthouse and Julianna Nelle Umalin.
Honors: Zachary Bittner, Lenci Boehme, Mark Jameson and Jacob Phillips.
GUARDIAN ANGEL ACADEMY SANTA SHOPPE
Attention Crafters! We are looking for handmade items to sell at the Santa
Shoppe at Guardian Angel Academy. In the past we have sold scarves,
heating pads, hand-painted Christmas tree ornaments, and hand towels.
The Santa Shoppe sale will be held just after Thanksgiving. If you are
willing to donate your special items for the sale, please contact Jen Ford
at jbxbs36@yahoo.com as soon as possible. Thank you.
SUPPORT GUARDIAN ANGEL ACADEMY - ORDER SARRIS CANDY!
Order your Sarris holiday candy online at SarrisCandiesFundraising.com
using GAA group number 10-0784. Orders are shipped directly to your
home! Packaging and handling is only $5 and can be shipped around the
country. Online orders are open until December 19. Make sure to credit
your favorite school family to earn a percentage of your order toward
their fundraising goal. If you have any questions, please contact Jessica
Cerchiaro at jesscheerios@gmail.com.

Rest in Peace

We offer our sympathy to the families
of Patricia O’Connor and Robert Sietz
who entered into eternal life. Please
keep them in your prayers.

Connect with
FLOCKNOTE!
To register, contact our parish office,
OR text stphilippa to 84576, OR visit
www.stphilipchurch1.flocknote.com.

Please Support

SAINT PHILIP PARISH!

by including the parish in
your will and estate planning.

Thank you!

Sanctuary

Lamp

This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at St. Philip burns
In Loving Memory of Rudy DiPasquale, Sr.
Offered by Family
This week’s Sanctuary Lamp at Ascension burns
In Loving Memory of Eddie Nordick, Sr.
Offered by Marcy Nordick

ADVERTISER
of the Week
GOOD ORTHODONTICS
Thank you for helping to underwrite the
production of our weekly Parish Bulletin.
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Religious
Education
Ms. MaryAnn Garfold, Director of Religious Education
412-922-6388
stphilipreligioused@gmail.com

MARYANN’S THOUGHTS: A Blessed Advent Season to all of you. I want to
take this moment to share a message I received regarding the season of
Advent. The message is titled “Receiving Advent” by Tom McGrath of
Loyola Press. It goes as follows:
One year during Advent, our parish priest invited us to write down on a
slip of paper a word that named something that is keeping us from
getting closer to God. He suggested it might be a fear, a resentment, or
an attitude that shuts us off from the love God so wants to give. We were
to fold the paper over a few times, grasp it tightly in one hand, and make
a fist around it while he began to preach on the Scripture readings.
After a minute, my hand began to ache. At two minutes, my hand grew
numb. At three minutes, the hand started sharking uncontrollably. He
told us to open our hands. I found how hard it was to do that. After
grasping the piece of paper so tightly, my hand had stiffened and
seemed to have a mind of its own.
I can’t remember what else he said that day, but I have never forgotten that lesson. Hold on to a resentment, fear, or
bad attitude long enough and you will become paralyzed.
As I begin Advent every year now, I start with the realization that I need to let go of any and all spiritual impediments
I am hanging onto. Advent is a time of receiving. It’s hard to receive if your hands are clasped shut. So I begin Advent
once again with this prayer: Holy Spirit of God, open my hands, my eyes, my ears, all my senses, and all of my heart so I
will be ready to receive your Advent blessings.
And then I sit there in the Advent darkness, my hands open before me, waiting on God.
THE NEW YEAR: As Advent is upon us we look to the future of St. Philip Parish. The following are planned happenings
for 2021- 2022. Save the dates. Come and See what love can do.
• Gather for Advent on December 9
• Night in Bethlehem on December 13
• Coffee, Tea and Community Advent Breakfast December 16, January 13, February 10
• Mardi Gras Pancake Dinner Celebration February 28
• Lenten Fish Fry
• Soup, Salad and Speaker Lenten Series
• Parish Mission with Father Joe Freedy the week of April 24
• Travel Ministry
• ChristLife Parish Evangelization Program
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A reminder that there is no Faith Formation
Session on Monday, November 29 due to the
Thanksgiving Break.
COME AND JOIN US! Advent begins on November 28.
Our Parish Celebration of Advent will begin with the
event Gather for Advent on Thursday, December 9
from 6:15pm to 8:00pm in Ascension Conner Hall.
We will begin with a free homemade soup, salad,
bread and dessert supper followed by reflections,
readings, and carols in church. We will even have a
special visit by St. Nicholas. So mark your calendar
and plan to join us for this intergenerational event.
Reservations are suggested. Call 412-922-6388.
Space may be limited so call early. Social distancing
will be observed.
On Monday, December 13, Faith Formation will
sponsor “A Night in Bethlehem” for all parish
families in Ascension Conner Hall. It begins at
6:15pm with a pizza supper. The evening will
include dinner (pizza for all or mac & cheese), a
variety of hot chocolate flavors to taste, seasonal
pastries, snack bags, crafts and activities. Each
child will receive a book and a small gift. The
evening will conclude with the Story of the First
Christmas and a Prayer Service. If your family
would like to attend and you are not registered in
our Monday Night Faith Formation Program, please
call the Faith Formation Office at 412-922-6388.
HIGH SCHOOL LEADERSHIP CORE: We are
interested in having high school students as part of
our Leadership Core. These students would receive
credit toward a collage application, service hours,
the opportunity to help others in need and a chance
to plan and take a leadership role in high school
faith formation. Time commitment would be 4
hours per month. If your son or daughter would like
to volunteer, contact MaryAnn at 412-922-6388.

As we conclude The Year of Saint Joseph on
December 8, we remember that Saint
Joseph is the Church’s guide and patron.
The Lord set Joseph above all members of
his house.

THE LITANY OF ST. JOSEPH
Saint Joseph...Pray for Us.
Light of patriarchs...Pray for Us.
Husband of the Mother of God...
Pray for Us.
Faithful guardian of Christ...Pray for Us.
Head of the Holy Family...Pray for Us.
Joseph most prudent...Pray for Us.
Joseph most strong...Pray for Us.
Joseph most obedient...Pray for Us.
Joseph most faithful...Pray for Us.
Mirror of patience...Pray for Us.
Lover of poverty...Pray for Us.
Hope for the sick...Pray for Us.
Patron of the dying...Pray for Us.
Protector of the Church...Pray for Us.
O God, who in Your inexpressible providence
were pleased to choose Saint Joseph as spouse
of the most holy Mother of Your Son, grant, we
pray, that we who revere him as our protector
on earth, may be worthy of his heavenly
intercession, You who live and reign forever
and ever. Amen.
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St. Philip Parish Presents

GATHER FOR ADVENT
Who: Adults, Children and Families
What: 6:15pm - Free Soup, Salad, Dessert Dinner
7:00pm - Stories, Scripture, Advent Carols
When: Thursday, December 9 (6:15pm to 8:00pm)
Where: Ascension Conner Hall
Join the St. Philip Parish Community as we
Gather to Prepare our Hearts for Christmas.
Reservations are requested.
Call 412-922-6388 for reservations.

All are Welcome.

10 | Week of November 28, 2021

Guardian
Angel
Academy
CLASSROOM CHRONICLES: Each week we will
highlight the amazing things that are going on in our
classrooms here at Guardian Angel Academy.
MS. MELISSA BENOVITCH – 3RD GRADE CLASSROOM
The first quarter has been a whirlwind of activity in third
grade. We are excited to be learning cursive
handwriting. It’s been challenging to stay in the writing
lines and form the letters correctly. Our goal is to begin
using all cursive by the end of February. Wish us luck!
In reading, we have been exploring different types of
stories and writing. We have read fiction (historical,
realistic, biographies, and informational text) and
nonfiction (fantasy, fables, and folktales). At the end of
the first unit, we joined with our sixth grade prayer
partners to research a landmark. We followed up by
making posters to showcase our research. We are
preparing to research endangered animals for our next
unit study. We are also hard at work in math. We have
reviewed addition and subtraction. We have begun to
explore multiplication and division concepts. We will be
working hard to memorize the multiplication facts over
the next couple of chapters. As an incentive, if everyone
masters their facts, we are hoping to celebrate with a
pizza/ice cream party.
Social studies has focused on the study of our
communities and geography. We are preparing to
showcase our knowledge of landforms by creating a

diorama of different landforms and bodies of water
using clay. Finally, in religion, we have been learning
about the early Church and the role of the Apostles.
During the month of October, we prayed the Rosary and
learned about the four groups of Mysteries. We are
excited to begin Advent celebrations.
TEACHER SPOTLIGHTS: Each week we will spotlight
one of our outstanding teachers here at Guardian Angel
Academy.
MISS LAUREN ASTWOOD 5TH GRADE TEACHER
Hello! My name is Miss
Lauren Astwood, and I am
the 5A homeroom teacher at
Guardian Angel Academy. I
also teach a variety of music
and art classes to the 5th-8th
grades. I have been with the
Diocese of Pittsburgh since
2005 where I have mainly
taught 6th grade at Saint
Philip School. I am an
alumnus of Saint Philip,
attended Canevin Catholic High School, and Clarion
University for both my undergraduate and graduate
degrees in Elementary Education and Curriculum and
Instruction.
I have worked with many extra-curricular groups in the
past including Student Council, Middle School
Newspaper, Cheerleading Coach, and the director of the
Middle School Musicals. This year, we will carry on the
spring musical tradition at GAA. The 5th-8th graders will
be presenting the Little Mermaid Jr., in May 2022 and we
are so excited! Outside of school, I tutor, work at Dance
Time Studio, enjoy reading, and especially enjoy
spending time with my family.
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Ministries
& Societies
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: The St. Philip Grief Support
Group will meet Thursday, December 16 from 2:00pm to
3:00pm at Conner Hall. The Grief Support Group meets
on the third Thursday of the month and is an open,
caring sharing group for adults who have lost someone to
death. You may come alone or bring someone with you.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY UPDATE: About a
month ago, we informed you that the St. Vincent de Paul
Central Council of Pittsburgh, which receives the
donations from the blue bins located at both churches, is
suffering from a critical shortage of drivers, which is
negatively impacting their ability to empty the blue bins
as often as they would like. The Central Council of
Pittsburgh has issued the following statement about the
blue bins that we would like to pass on to you.
“The Council of Pittsburgh of the Society of Saint Vincent
de Paul wishes to express our deep appreciation for
depositing your generous donations in our blue donation
bins. Your donations help us serve those individuals and
families in need in your neighborhood and across the
boundaries of the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh with
food, clothing, furniture, utility and housing assistance.
We are grateful for the wide spectrum of donated items,
but only the following items should be placed into the
donation bins: clothing; shoes/boots; and accessories
like belts, purses, gloves and hats. Items like small
appliances, books, chinaware, board games, pictures,
glassware and other miscellaneous items can be dropped
off at one of our store locations in Castle Shannon,
Coraopolis, Monroeville or Penn Hills.
Your cooperation in placing only the appropriate items
inside our donation bins will reduce the added time and
expense of handling, transporting and separating the items
for preparation for distribution to our stores and vendors.
Please do not leave any donated bags or other items on the
ground next to any full donation bins. Due to inclement
weather conditions these donated materials have to be
disposed of in a dumpster which causes additional
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manpower and disposal fees. Any excess donation
materials can be dropped off at one of our thrift stores.
As always, we are grateful for your continued support of
our vital mission to serve those in need in
neighborhoods like yours. For more information, please
go to www.svdppitt.org and follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/svdppitt.”
Once again, thank you for your generosity and for your
cooperation in ensuring that your donations do not go to
waste and make it to our friends in need!
Also, thanks to everyone who participated in our annual
Thanksgiving collection of non-perishable food items,
personal care items, and monetary donations for our
food pantry. We really appreciate your help in keeping
our shelves stocked with food and basic necessities to
assist those in need within our local community.
If you would like to make a monetary donation or a
donation of $10 Giant Eagle gift cards, please place your
donation in one of the poor boxes, or mail them to the
parish office at 114 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205.
Monetary donations made to our conference are used
only to assist friends in need and to pay our operational
expenses. No money is given to any other organizations.
If you would like to make a donation of furniture or
household goods, please call or text our hotline at
412-444-8140 or email us at svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com.
If you have items that you would like to donate to us, we
ask that you hold onto those items until we are either
able to deliver them directly to a friend in need or have
new storage space. If you would like to donate clothing,
shoes or accessories, please place your donation in the
blue bins in front of the Hope House at St. Philip or in the
rear parking lot at Ascension, or you can call, text or
email us to arrange a pickup if you are unable to
transport them yourself. Please do not place any other
items in those bins or leave anything outside of them
because they will be thrown away. If you are looking to
purchase new or gently-used clothing, housewares or
furniture, please shop at the St. Vincent de Paul thrift
stores and visit our online store at eshoppittsburgh.com.
Also, we are always looking for volunteers! Any donation
of your time is extremely valuable to us. If you’d like to
join us in helping our friends in need or just want to learn
more, email svdp.saint.philip@gmail.com or call or text
to 412-444-8140 for more information.

Around the
Diocese and

Community

the Venerable Matthew Talbot Center for Healing and
Hope, located at 2599 Freeport Road in Harmar. Our
discussions are framed by the video, “Among the Many.”
We will strive to offer hope to anyone grieving such a
tragic loss.
If you have experienced this tragedy, please feel welcome;
or if you know of someone who has, please invite them.
For more information, contact Deacon Tim Noca at
412-793-4511, ext. 21 or by email at tnoca@diopitt.org.

“40 HOURS FOR LIFE” PRAYER VIGIL — On
December 1, the Supreme Court will hear arguments in
the Dobbs vs. Jackson case.
The outcome of this case could overturn the gravely
unjust ruling in Roe vs. Wade, which legalized abortion
nearly five decades ago. Spend time with our Lord in
Eucharistic Adoration at a nearby adoration chapel,
pleading for justice from the King of Kings!
40 Days for Life will be holding a “40 Hours for Life”
prayer vigil in front of Planned Parenthood from 7:00am
on Tuesday, November 30 through 11:00pm on
Wednesday, December 1 to coincide with the date of the
Supreme Court’s deliberation on this important case.
Join us as we offer our sacrificial prayers and witness on
the sidewalk, pleading for God to deliver us from this
unjust law. Sign up for a time by emailing Jen at
pghsaland365@gmail.com. Please join us at this historic
moment in praying for the end of abortion!
ADDICTION RECOVERY MINISTRY — Our Grief
Support for those who have lost a loved one to addiction
meets each Tuesday at 7:00pm at the Venerable
Matthew Talbot Center for Healing and Hope, located at
2599 Freeport Road in Harmar. Our Six Steps to Sanity
classes continue led by Chico and Joe Ficeral. For more
information, please contact Deacon Tim Noca at
412-793-4511, ext. 21 or by email at tnoca@diopitt.org.
One of our valuable lessons learned over the past few
generations is that people with similar pain can be very
good for each other. The expansive growth is probably
the largest example, but there are many others. Anyone
who has ever lost a child knows how helpful others can
be who have spent time in a club that no one wants a
membership to. Those that have lost a family member or
friend because of an addiction have a uniqueness to their
grief and thus far, not many groups have been created
for this specific pain. Addiction Recovery Ministry is
beginning a grief group for family members or friends
who have lost a loved one because of overdose or
addiction. Weekly meetings started on November 2 at

Students in grades 6-8 are invited to celebrate the
Christmas season with an evening full of joy and
giving. Guests will enjoy caroling and cookies in the
courtyard, a scavenger hunt inside the school,
snowball dodgeball and other fun festivities. Upon
arrival, students are asked to “Stuff the Canavan”
with a new, unwrapped toy donation for local
children in need.

December 10 | 6-8 pm
Bishop Canevin High School
2700 Morange Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
RSVP by Dec. 6
Using the QR Code -->
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 and
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2021
Before & After all Masses

Conner Hall and Kelty Hall
Enjoy delicious, yummy, homemade

CHRISTMAS COOKIES
and SWEET TREATS
to support St. Philip Parish

Large trays (3 Dozen) $15.00
Small trays (1 Dozen) $6.00
Pre-0rders are suggested.

To place an order or any questions, call:
Katie @ 412-983-4541 / Rose @ 412-922-5785
So that we might have some idea of how
many cookies we can anticipate for the
Cookie Sale, we ask that you please fill in the
form below and return it to the Parish Office
or through the Collection Basket.
____ # of Dozens of ____________________________

SAINT PHILIP PARISH

We don’t know who will play in this year’s Super
Bowl yet, but we do know the game is scheduled
for Sunday, Feb. 13, 2022 between the AFC and the
NFC. We are having a Super Bowl Pool. The cost is
$50 per block. There are 100 blocks in the pool. We
will have 4 payouts:

1st Quarter score — $375
2nd Quarter score — $750
3rd Quarter score — $375
Final score — $1,000
The names and numbers will be randomly drawn
in advance. You will receive a copy of the completed pool prior to the Super Bowl. Don’t be left out.

We already have blocks sold!!

Purchase a block for yourself or partner with a
friend. Please fill out the form below and return to
the parish office. Thank you.

SAINT PHILIP SUPER BOWL POOL
_____ Square(s) @ $50 each
Total enclosed ________________
I would like to name my block(s):

____ I want to help sort, tray & wrap cookies.

____________________________________________________

Name: _______________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________

Phone number __________________________________

Thank you for your generosity and support!

Email ____________________________________________
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HERSHBERGER
STOVER INC

FUNERAL HOME
CREMATION SERVICES

(412) 921-0213

(412) 928-2757

170 Noble Ave. • Crafton
JAMES G. STOVER, FD

www.olandertree.com

COMPLIMENTS OF

CRAFTON

TREE PRUNING • TREE REMOVAL
GENERAL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
STUMP GRINDING

A Veteran Owned
Funeral Home

Save 5% OFF with Mention of this Ad

Peter Alexandratos
Painting Contractor LLC
412-513-6468

peteralexptg@yahoo.com
Fully Insured PA-048609
Professional Experience For Over 42 Years

SBS Securities Brokerage Services:

Investment Representatives &
Registered Investment Advisors
Serving Investors & Independent
Investment Professionals Through:
Empowerment, Facilitation and Stewardship

412.429.4040

Ralph T. Servati, Parishioner

Crafton-Ingram Shopping Center • Pittsburgh

412-921-4504

Pharmacy 921-7250

Complete Automotive Services
Towing - State Inspection

412.279.2400 | contact@greentreeautobody.com

301 Noblestown Road • Carnegie

"don't

FREE
ESTIMATES

be fooled " p a l aw a l l o w s

GOOD ORTHODONTICS
Robert F. Good, II, D.M.D., M.D.S.
Ronald S. Good, D.M.D., M.S.

You

to

Choose

yo u r r e pa ir s h op

“CALL THE DOCTOR”

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SEWER CAMERA SERVICE
Registered Master Plumbers
(412) 921-3505 | drsevacko@verizon.net | drsevacko.net

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

D.R. SEVACKO PLUMBING & HEATING
Gas • Water • Sewer Lines • Water Heaters • Boilers
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • French Drains • New & Repair Work

“We shall never know all
the good that a simple
smile can do.” - Mother Teresa
Washington
Pleasant Hills
Mt. Lebanon
724-225-1114
412-655-4660
412-344-4663

No job too big or too small! We do
kitchens, baths, game rooms, painting,
hard rails and whatever you need done.

CALL RODGER 412-965-7537
rodgerweber424@gmail.com

Get Connected to a
Heritage Valley Physician.
1-844-769-DOCS
heritagevalley.org/doctors

Mike Zuhl

State Inspection & Emission
A/C Repairs • Maintenance Servicing
4 Wheel Alignment • General Repairs
Performance Upgrades • Full & Self Service
Marathon Gas/Diesel
Mini Mart • VP Racing Fuels & Products

International Headquarters, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 USA
mzuhl@comcast.net

Text only 412-889-9605
or Email the website at www.Myi4a.com

110 OCTANE RACING FUEL AT THE PUMP

“Free Masks to All who really need them”

293 Corliss St., Pittsburgh, PA 15220 • 412-331-0277

West Hills Law

HANLON’S CAFE & CATERING KEVIN SCHMITT CONCRETE
– Neighborhood Diner –

Crafton Ingram Shopping Center
(412) 922-8055 • www.hanlonscatering.com

Driveways • Basement Floors
Steps • Sidewalks • etc.

Bobcat and Demo • Hauling • Driveway
Stone • Retaining walls • Licensed and Insured

(412) 921-5685

412-329-6959

Guy Galasso - Zack Galasso
412.431.0500
Sales • Rentals • Property Management

www.galassorealestate.com
Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place an ad today!
kcarnevale@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6333

3-P-4-3

Buyer & Seller Representation
Serving Entire Pittsburgh Area for Over 60 Years
Professional Leasing and Rental Property &
Management Services for Your Investment

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Attorney Aaron M. Tomczak
• DUI
• Personal Injury
• Estate Planning
• Estate Administration
5021 Noblestown Rd.
Oakdale, PA
www.westhillslaw.com

14-1356

Schepner–McDermott Funeral Home, Inc.
CREMATION OPTIONS

b. david mcdermott,

schepnermcdermott.com

supervisor / parishioner

THIS SPACE IS
Diane McConaghy, REALTOR®, Associate Broker
1187 Thorn Run Rd. Ext. • Suite 400 • Coraopolis, PA 15108

Office: (724) 933-6300, Ext. 826 • Cell: (412) 719-7732
E-mail: dianeremaxselect@gmail.com
Parishioner

Doin-It-Right

– ATTORNEY AT LAW–
GENERAL PRACTICE
412-921-6110

200 Dinsmore, Ste. 202 • Crafton

Foreign & Domestic
Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated

Mon-Fri 8-5

412-922-3700

4101 Steubenville Pike (Near Miley’s)

Flowers For
All Occasions
600 Greentree Road

412-937-1100

412.921.3661

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED • BONDED

Commercial & Residential Roofing
Commercial Coatings • Sheet Metal

14 S. Linshaw Ave. • Crafton
412-922-2944 | ryanautomotive.biz

DENNIS R. JOYCE

crafton
pa 15205

412-200-2798 • 5642 Steubenville Pike
office.mcchesneylueckroofing@gmail.com

~ (412) 381-4104 ~

APPLIANCE
SERVICE CENTER

Over 40 Years of Servicing Our Neighbors
t

“The Appliance Experts”

WWW.APPLIANCESERVICE-CENTER.COM

William F. Conroy
Funeral Director/Supervisor

Family-Owned
Italian
Restaurant

NOW HIRING ALL POSITIONS
For more info Call 412.398.2228
Or Email: tgabbato@verizon.net
333 Mansfield Ave. Pgh 15220

Patrick M. McGowan
Funeral Director

Pre-Planning • Traditional & Cremation Services
2944 Chartiers Avenue
Phone: 412-331-5192

www.wfconroyfuneralhome.com
~ A Veteran Owned Funeral Home ~

www.parkwayflorist-pgh.com

Schneider’s Auto Repair has
been family owned since 1959!

3341 West Carson St.
schneiderauto@verizon.net

412-771-3309

Rege’s Barber Shop

Regis Leger, Owner/Parishioner
150 Millers Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017

Phone: 412-257-1779

Proudly Serving Pittsburgh Since 1978

www.XtremeTruck.net

Murphy s Family Dentistry
Patrick V. Murphy, D.M.D.

412-331-6712

2601 Chartiers Ave. • Pittsburgh

Office Hours By Appointment

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER
OF KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, P.C.

SUZANNE VANA, D.V.M.
1746 Pine Hollow Road
(412) 771-4151
McKees Rocks

SERVICE CENTER
412-922-6265

328 Crennell Ave • Pittsburgh

3 W. Prospect Ave.

(across from Ingram Busway)

Robert. P. Bott, D.M.D.
4245 Steubenville Pike
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

(412) 922-2171

Charles H. Sakai
Family Dentistry

CRAFTON

State and Emissions Inspection
Towing • Mechanical Repairs

412-458-5357

Ed Pelino Jr. • 412.221.7313

www.bridgevilleappliance.com

drcharlessakai.com
Charles H. Sakai, DMD
drcharlessakai1950@gmail.com

1913 Crafton Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Phone (412) 921-3411
(412) 596-4346

3-P-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1356

