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����Divine	Mercy	Sunday�

�

J������ 16, 2022�

Baptism  �

A joyful celebration!  �

To schedule class and a date 

please call the office. �

304�422�6786�

�

Care of the Sick �

Please notify the pastor when  

someone is seriously ill or in the 

hospital. Sacraments or care of 

the seriously ill are administered 

at anytime, day or night.�

�

Devotions  �

Miraculous Medal Novena, 

Wednesday � 6:50        �

Adoration � One hour before 

Mass:  Mon, Wed, and Fri.�

�

Marriage  �

Congratulations on your �

engagement! Please contact the 

Pastor to discuss arrangements 

before setting any date. �

Preparation ordinarily requires �

at least six months. �

�

Thinking of Becoming �

Catholic? �

The RCIA process is for you! 

Come find out more about the 

Catholic faith! Call the office for 

details.�

�

May the God who gives �

endurance and encouragement give 

you the same attitude of mind �

toward each other that �

Christ Jesus had.�

Romans 15:5�

Fr. John Rice, Pastor �

frjohnrice@aol.com    Rectory 304�422�6786�

Deacon: Rev. Mr. Doug Deem�

Parish Office 304�422�6786     Fax 304�422�6789�

Email: stxoffice@stx�pburg.org  or  secretary@stx�pburg.org�

St. Francis Xavier Web Site: www.stx�pburg.org�

St. Monica Web Site: www.stmonicaparish.org�

Catholic Cemeteries Web Site: catholiccemeteriesparkersburgwv.org�

Cemetery Manager: David Ferguson 304�422�6786�

Market St, Parkersburg, WV�                                                         Harris Highway, Lubeck, WV�

                         Weekend Mass Schedule� � � �                    Weekend Mass Schedule�

            Saturday, 5pm � Sunday, 10:30am & 5pm                                                                   Sunday 8:30  �
�

MAILING ADDRESS:  609 Market Street, Parkersburg, WV 26101�



�

St. Francis  Xavier�
�

Weekend Masses�

Saturday, 5:00 pm�

Sunday, 10:30 am & 5:00 pm�

�

Daily Mass �

M & F�12:10; T & Th�8am; W�7pm�

Holy Hour �

1 hour before Mass, M�W�F�

�

Confessions�

 Saturday at 4:00�4:45pm and by �

appointment. �

�

Prayer Request �

Wanda Christopher, 304�485�5834�

Sara Daniels, 304�485�5344�

�

Welcome & Hospitality�

Shirley Smith 740�516�9411�

shirleys9411@aol.com�

�

Children’s Liturgy�

Leone Burd 304�482�2613�

�

Parish School of Religion�

Gretchen Dowler 304�494�3379�

�

Eucharistic Ministers to the 

Sick and Homebound�

Sally McDonie 304�428�2651�

Barb Fligor  304�428�8648 �

�

Catholics For Life�

Sunny Murray 304�482�6193�

Katie Walters 304�481�0578�

�

Rosary Altar Society�

Mary Beth Steinel 740�896�5003�

�

Tuesday Evening Bible Study�

Judy Huddleston 304�488�0720�

 �

Ladies Friday a.m. Bible Study�

Becky Hines 740�423�5236�

�

Music Ministry�

Allan Zipf 304�482�5978�

�

St. Monica�
�

Sunday Mass, 8:30 am�

�

Confessions�

Sundays 8:10 am�

�

Prayer Request  �

Karen Barré 304�482�3199   �

�

Liturgical Ministries �

Tom Linder 304�863�6834�

�

Parish School of Religion  �

Kathleen O’Bara 304�483�2221 �

�

Food Pantry, Clothing, Cards  �

Roger & Joyce Zipfel 304�863�6336�

�

Maintenance/Custodial Care  �

Dave Quattro 304�863�6664  �

Natalie Linder 304�863�6834 �

�

Welcome to our Parish�

If you are a visitor to �

St. Francis Xavier or St. Monica we 

want you to know how welcome you 

are.  If you attend St. Francis Xavier 

or St. Monica on a regular basis, 

please be sure to register as a �

member of the parish.� This will �

facilitate pastoral care for you and 

your family.� �

Registration forms are available 

online (www.stx�pburg.org), in the 

church, and in the parish office.��

You may place it in the �

collection basket or mail it to the �

parish office.  If you need to �

update or change your �

address, phone or email �

information please call the �

office (304�422�6786).�

�

Bulletin�

Announcements�

Please submit items for �

consideration �

2 weeks before publication.   �

Via email: �

     secretary@stx�pburg.org�

or drop a type written �

announcement at the office.�

�

Will or �

Estate Planning�

Are you thinking 

of remembering �

St. Francis Xavier 

Church in your 

will or estate 

plans?  A bequest 

through a Last Will and Testament is 

the simplest way of creating a lasting 

legacy of support for �

St. Francis Xavier Church. �

Suggested language for making a �

bequest is:  �

“I give and bequest to �

St. Francis Xavier Church, �

532 Market Street, �

Parkersburg, WV, the sum of $__ �

(or) __% of the rest, residue and �

remainder of my estate for it’s �

general purposes.                             �

�

�

To report an incidence of suspected 

child sexual abuse, please contact your 

local law enforcement agency, or you 

may confidentially contact WV Child 

Protective Services at 800.352.6513.   

In addition to civil authorities, to     

report suspected cases of sexual abuse 

by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling

�Charleston to the Diocese, please      

contact the Diocese at 888.434.6237 

or�304.233.0880. Please visit 

www.dwc.org under “Accountability” 

for additional information and         

reporting methods. �

�

REMEMBER THE SICK AND �

SHUT�INS IN PRAYER:�

�

�

*THE ARBORS: Ruth Baker�
�

*LOVE & CARE: Mary Showalter�
�  �

*THE WILLOWS:�
�

*WYNGATE: Theresa Nedeff�

S� F����	
 X��	
��

Jan 9� � � $4441.00�

School Support� � $583.00�

Attendance� � 234� � �

S� M��	���

Jan 9� � � $135.00�

School Support� � $5.00�

Attendance� � 16�
�

�

Parish Center Renovation   $542.00       �
�

The second collection Jan 16
th

 is for: �

Church in the Developing World�

�

Please contact the office if you want a 

year�end 2021 statement�

�

�

�

�

You can give greener by using our �

Online Giving Program.  Simply go to our 

parish website at �

www.stx�pburg.org�

You can set up the amount that you would 

like to give on a schedule that meets your 

needs and you never have to worry about 

writing another check, forgetting your �

envelope, or having cash in your wallet.�



�Sunday � 16  2
nd 

Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

St. Monica Mass 8:30 †Dick Allen �

                                                  (Kathy & Fred Esker)�

�

St. F X Mass 10:30 †Bernadine McCusker�

                                                        (Mike & Lita Doyle)�
�

St. F X Mass 5pm †Mary Calcagno �

                                            (Terry & Bernie Lyons)�

�

Is 62:1�5/Ps 96:1�2, 2�3, 7�8, 9�10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4�11/�

Jn 2:1�11�

Monday � 17  Martin Luther King Day; St. Anthony�

�

Holy Hour 11am�

Mass 12:10 †George Thomas Coram �

                                                   (Mary Ann Windland)�

�

1 Sm 15:16�23/Ps 50:8�9, 16bc�17, 21 and 23/�

Mk 2:18�22�

Tuesday � 18  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity�

�

Mass 8am †Eddie Schupetz�

�

�

1 Sm 16:1�13/Ps 89:20, 21�22, 27�28/Mk 2:23�28�

Wednesday � 19�

�

Holy Hour 6pm�

Mass 7pm †Frances O’Brien�

�

�

1 Sm 17:32�33, 37, 40�51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9�10/Mk 3:1�6�

Thursday � 20  St. Fabian, Pope; St. Sebastian�
�

Mass 8am   Active Military�

�

�

�

1 Sm 18:6�9; 19:1�7/Ps 56:2�3, 9�10a, 10b�11, 12�13/�

Mk 3:7�12�

Friday � 21  St. Agnes�

�

Holy Hour 11am�

Mass 12:10 †Mary Emrick  (Jim & Julie Emrick)�

�

�
�

�

1 Sm 24:3�21/Ps 57:2, 3�4, 6 and 11/Mk 3:13�19�

Saturday � 22  Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection�

                                       of Unborn Children�

�

St FX Mass 5pm †Paul Borrelli  �

                                        (Charlie & Joanne Stout)�

�

�

2 Sm 1:1�4, 11�12, 19, 23�27/Ps 80:2�3, 5�7/Mk 3:20�21�

Sunday � 23   3
rd 

Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

St. Monica Mass 8:30 †Dick Allen  (Carol Tallhamer)�

�

St. F X Mass 10:30 †Veronica Lutz  (Lutz Family)�

�

St. F X Mass 5pm †People�

�

�

�

�

Neh 8:2�4a, 5�6, 8�10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/�

1 Cor 12:12�30 or 12:12�14, 27/Lk 1:1�4; 4:14�21�

†�
ALTAR �

SERVERS�

Extraordinary�

MEFEGHIJG�

LECTORS� SCRIP�
�

�

Jan 22�

5:00 pm�

L REKI� JL MKCMLEF� J FNOPQH� POJKQLGI EF 

NRREKI�

Jan 23�

10:30 am�

J HLMMNSIMM� M SIJIFN� T HOJMIT� POJKQLGI EF 

NRREKI�

Jan 23�

5:00 pm�

S LLGUN� S LLGUN� B KFNHHG� POJKQLGI EF 

NRREKI�

St Monica�

Jan 23�

8:30 am�

NIIVIV� F AMMIF� N LEFVIJ� GERHG�
�

J & D �

EGUIJ�

January 16, 2022�

2
nd

 Sunday in �

Ordinary Time�
�

God delights in you. How 

do you feel when you hear 

that? Delight usually comes 

with an exuberant flow of 

joy that seemingly arises 

from one’s toes with the 

expression of great glee. 

Reflecting upon the deep 

measure of joy God has in us can be a source of joy for ourselves. 

Delight is infectious. A very young brother and sister were playing 

on the beach when the all too familiar ice cream truck made its daily 

rounds. The boy shook with excitement and delight as he took his 

sister’s hand and exclaimed, “The ice cream man is here, isn’t it 

great!” As they ran off toward the truck, one could hear the girl �

reply, “Yeah, I can’t wait!” The experience of a child’s delight in 

something so simple as ice cream, lifts our spirits from our burdens 

and transports us to the lighter, more innocent side of life.�
�

Life is not meant to be a burden. Believe it or not, God actually 

wants us to be happy! In fact, the wedding feast at Cana shows us 

that God even puts His blessing on our happiness. It is okay to �

celebrate the wonder of ourselves and others. Life is good. It is �

always interesting to note that Jesus saves the good wine until last. 

You would think it would be the other way around. The superb �

quality of Jesus’ wine points to the superior quality of life we find in 

Christ. It is not a life of burdens but a life of wonder and delight! In 

Christ, we are lifted from the superficial and mundane to a life of 

purpose, hope, and love.�
�

God is with us through the long haul, through the challenges and 

sorrows as well as the successes and accomplishments. In spite of 

the fact that we often wander from the path, God’s celebratory �

delight in us remains. As spouses are asked to remain faithful to 

each other through whatever life brings, God remains faithful too. 

This promise remains through this life and into the next. All we have 

to do is take the advice of Jesus’ mother to heart when she says, 

“Listen to him.” This wisdom saves us from foolishly giving in to the 

illusion that we can make better wine than Jesus.� ©LPi�

   

  Saint Sebastian 

               January 20 

 

             Patron Saint of  

         Soldiers and Athletes 
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You’re invited to join us for our weekly RCIA 

session on Sunday mornings at 9am �

in the parish center. �

Parents are especially�welcome to join us while 

your child attends PSR. �

The topic presentation for Sunday, Jan 23rd: �

The New Testament. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

P35:,1 C2-9>,�I1 C-9 D3 S3 M752�

�St. Francis Xavier and St. Monica’s can make a big 

difference with our pocket change in the lives of 

local mothers and babies.� We will distribute baby 

bottles on January 23rd to fill with coins, bills, or 

checks for the Women’s Care Center Baby Bottle 

Campaign. The campaign is 4 weeks and the     

bottles will be collected on �

February 20th.�

This annual campaign helps to change lives by 

providing life�affirming education to women and 

men in unplanned pregnancies as well as practical 

support for those who have made the choice of life 

for their babies. The WCC does not provide or refer any 

patient for an abortion. For more information or to help: 

Sunny Murray 304�482�6193, �

Katie Walters 304�481�0578.�

�

�

H3*/ H37+ <3+ L4<,�

Friday, January 21, 11 am�Noon��

Holy Hour on the anniversary of the U.S. 

Supreme Court's decision to legalize 

abortion on demand through Roe vs 

Wade.� Also on this day, the Pro�life 

March will be held in Washington D.C. 

The Holy Hour consists of Eucharistic 

Exposition, Litany of the Sacred Heart, 2 

Gospel readings, and the Litany of Life. �

“If people spend an hour a week in Eucharistic adoration, 

abortion would be ended.” � St. Mother Teresa�

�

W3;,9’B R,1+,-1�

E;6+-5,. 8412 C3;E-BB439…

E;6+-549> 12, W3+*. �

Please join us for our annual Women’s 

Retreat, co�Sponsored with the DWC 

Office of Evangelization & Catechesis, 

February 25�27, 2022, St. John XXIII 

Pastoral Center, Charleston. Presented 

by Sr. Mary Dean Pfahler. The weekend 

will consist of presentations, quiet reflection, small group 

break�out sessions, media resources, and communal �

prayer. For more information contact Gerri Wright at �

304�552�3662 or gerwright1@aol.com. You can register 

online at www.dwc.org/2022� Womens�retreat.  $150/pp 

single occupancy, $125/per person double occupancy. �

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES�

�

Jan 15 � Samuel Allen; George Augenstein�

Jan 16 � Nick Bosley; Butch Dotson; Rosemary Shrewsbury;�

               Lisa Smith; Cindy Spainhour�

Jan 17 � Lynette Dela Cruz; Lucy Fry; J R Sprouse�

Jan 18 � Kelley Scarberry; John Whitlatch; �

               Gemma Wiseman�

Jan 19 � Doug Deem; Jonathan Hickman�

Jan 20 � Carolyn Auth; Linda Nedeff�

Jan 21 � Kaitlyn Cain; Gabby Campbell; Russel Rice; �

                Adriana Smith�

Jan 22 � Brielle Bayne�

�

T2, B33: C*76 will meets at 10am in �

the Parish Center Library the 3rd Monday �

of the month. January’s book is ‘A Woman of No �

Importance’ by Sonia Purnell. Join us for lively discussions!�

�

W3;,9’B B46*, S17./�

The Women’s Bible Study meets every �

Friday at 10am in the large conference room 

in the Parish Center.  All ladies are welcome!�

�

C3-1 D+4I,�

The Knights of Columbus will be collecting 

new and gently used coats thru February. 

A barrel will be placed in the church for 

donated coats. Coats may also be taken directly to Catholic 

Charities located in our Parish Center on the second floor. �

�

R3B-+/ A*1-+ R7;;->, S-*,�

As you are cleaning after the holidays, �

remember Rosary Altar Society’s rummage 

sale! Items for donation may be placed in the 

hall basement at any time. ��

Please remember no computers or televisions. Thank you!�

�

P-491 P-+1/ with Mando’s Studio on �

January 29th at 1pm at St. Francis Xavier Par-

ish Center.  Twenty dollars per painter and 

needs to be paid in advance. Notify Kim Mere-

dith (304�494�3135)  or Shirley Smith (740�516

�9411) for details. We have 32 spots available. �

�

P+-/,+ W-++43+B N,,.,.�

Parkersburg Catholic Schools are asking for interces-

sors who will pray for our schools. Those prayer war-

riors that may be interested can contact MC Heffner 

at mcheffner@pchs1.com and she can explain more 

about this partnership and answer any questions. �

�

T2, G-6+4,* P+3K,51 continues to help families of young 

children by providing the necessities and our supply is getting 

very low in some items.� Those items are diapers in preemie, 

newborn, size 5 and size 7.� �We also need hygiene items espe-

cially wipes, baby wash, baby shampoo, baby lotion, and dia-

per cream.� If the weather or COVID is keeping you at home 

and you wish to help, you can mail monetary donations to the 

Gabriel Project, 609 Market Street, Parkersburg, WV 26101. 

The St. Xavier Parish office staff is very gracious in helping us 

and will see the donation is delivered to us.� �Thank you�for 

continuing to help us provide for children from birth to 3 

years.��



�

�

�

�

F-412 F3+;-1439�

Three five�week courses are being offered through the 

University of Dayton’s Virtual Learning Community for 

Faith Formation (VLCFF). These courses are hybrid 

models.� They are composed of both weekly live two�hour 

zoom lectures as well as a rich variety of online course 

materials and discussion experiences through the Univer-

sity of Dayton's Virtual Learning Community For Faith 

Formation (VLCFF).� The courses are being underwritten 

by the Diocese of Wheeling�Charleston’s Office of Evan-

gelization & Catechesis, who pays 100% of the tuition and 

the cost of the books associated with the courses.� The 

course instructor is Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu.� For further in-

formation or to register, please contact Jeanne McKeets 

at jmckeets@dwc.org with your name, address, and 

phone number.�� ��

T�� N�� T�� !"�#  C%&'� 1 J!# 17�F�, 20�

This course explores the stories in and behind the writ-

ings we call the New Testament. Through the study of 

Biblical maps, articles and religious art present on au-

thoritative websites, our text and class discussions stu-

dents can grow in New Testament knowledge, under-

standing and application to their life and ministry.�

�

T2, W-/�

Survivors of all forms of abuse across the Diocese of 

Wheeling�Charleston are invited to attend a special     

retreat entitled, “The Way.” The Way is 3�day guided 

meditation and prayer program for men and women 

crafted around the Stations of the Cross. It is an oppor-

tunity for healing and prayer and for survivors to reflect 

on God’s plan for their lives through prayer and sacra-

ments. There will be opportunities for individual counsel-

ing and spiritual direction. Sponsored by the Archdiocese 

of Washington, the retreat is free of charge and will be 

held February 18�20, 2022, for women. The location of 

the retreat is not being publicized to protect the privacy 

of survivors. For more information on the retreat, visit 

https:// adw.org/the�way�retreat. To learn more and to 

register, please contact Deborah McDonald at  �

mcdonaldd@adw.org or 301�853�4466�

�

�

�

�

�
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Saturday, February 12, 2022 | 8:30 AM � 3:30 PM �

Saint John XXIII Pastoral Center | Charleston, WV �

Early Bird Couple: $27 | Early Bird Individual: $18 �

Early Bird discount available through January 10 �

Lunch Included | On�site Childcare (2�12 yrs) �

Full & Partial Scholarships Available �

For more information, email the Conference Coordinator 

Michelle McDonald at michelle@forlifeandfamily.org �

The Children’s Corner 
�

Sharing the Gospel�

Mary had great faith in God. She also knew that God could 

do anything. So when the wedding servers ran out of wine, 

she knew Jesus could help. She said, "Do whatever Jesus 

tells you to do." That's the smartest thing any of us can do.�

�

Prayer�

Dear God, help me to do everything you say. I know you can 

do anything.�

�

Something to Draw�

Draw a picture of the wedding servants listening carefully to 

Jesus.�

�

Mission for the Week�

What does Jesus tell you to do in his word, the Bible? �

Find out by reading the Bible for 15 minutes a day with your 

family. You could start by reading Luke.�

A+, /37 - E-+,91 8412 /379> 524*.+,9?  �

Check out these sites….�

�

Catholic Sprouts �This site helps Catholic families build 

their Domestic Churches and raise “little saints”. �

Their core values are the Eucharist, The Rosary, �

The Saints, and Scripture.  �

�

Catholic Icing � Catholic Crafts and More for Kids �

                       https://www.catholicicing.com�



�

2022�2023 DIOCESAN TUITION ASSISTANCE PROCESS IS OPENING SOON�

�

For the 31
st

 consecu�ve year, the Diocesan Tui�on Assistance Program (TAP) is striving to keep Catholic school                  

educa�on affordable for Catholic families who desire it for their children but who may need some financial assistance          

to make that dream a reality. Thanks to the ongoing and genuine commitment of The Most Reverend Mark Brennan to 

the Catholic schools in our Diocese, funds have, once again, been allocated for distribu�on to Catholic families in need of       

financial assistance.�

�

Applying for TAP through FACTS is easy and affordable.  You are encouraged to apply if your child is already enrolled or 

has been accepted by one of the Catholic schools in the Diocese of Wheeling�Charleston for the 2022�2023 school year.�

�

Who is eligible?� Any Catholic student accepted for the 2022�2023 school year in any Diocesan Catholic school              

(PK thru grade 12) and who belongs to a parish included on the drop�down list as part of the on�line 

applica�on is eligible.  Determina�ons are based upon a family's degree of need rela�ve to all other 

applicants.�

�

How do I apply?� Applica�ons are made on�line. Go to www.factsmgt.com, click on “Grant & Aid Assessment” and log 

in. If you do not have Internet access, contact your school office for assistance.�

    �

Cost?� The applica�on fee is $35.  The Diocese will pay $17.50 and families pay the other $17.50.�

�

Grants:� Diocesan grants for Catholic families who have completed their applica�ons and show financial need 

will receive up to 50% of the child’s tui�on.�

�

Phase I Deadline� In order to receive no�fica�on in late May, applica�ons (including all required�

April 29, 2022�         documenta�on and payment of the fee) are to be received by FACTS by April 29, 2022.�

Phase I is intended for families with children currently enrolled or already accepted for the           

2022�2023 school year in any Catholic school in the Diocese of Wheeling�Charleston.�

�

Phase II Deadline� In order to receive no�fica�on in early September, all applica�ons for 2022�2023 (including�

August 31, 2022� all required documenta�on and payment of the fee) MUST be RECEIVED by FACTS no later�

                                      than August 31, 2022.  This is a firm deadline. Phase II is intended for families new to the school or 

who have had a life�changing event (i.e. birth, death, loss of job, major illness). If an applica�on was 

submiDed during Phase I, please contact the school. Please do NOT submit a second applica�on.�

�

Note 1:�  No assistance will be available from the Diocese or from any school unless:�

1. an applica�on is completed in full (ALL ques�ons answered) and submiDed �

2. all required documenta�on is provided, AND �

3. the family por�on ($17.50) of the applica�on fee is paid by the deadline.�

�

               Note 2:  ONLY ONE APPLICATION PER FAMILY should be submiDed per school year. If you made   an error or had 

a life event change, please do NOT submit a second applica�on. Contact your principal and your       

applica�on can be updated by FACTS.�

�

Ques�ons?� If you have ques�ons, please contact the principal of your school.�



            Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children � from My Catholic Life!�

January 22 �

�

Abortion is a black eye on the handsome face of America��

At 3:00 a.m. on March 13, 1964, a young woman parked her car next to her apartment building in Queens, New York. She 

got out and started walking toward the door when, in the darkness, she spotted someone in her path. She changed direc-

tion and ran toward a police call box. The man caught up and tackled her to the ground. He stabbed her in the back. She 

screamed for help. Lights blinked on, windows opened. She screamed repeatedly, “I’m dying! Help me!” The attack con-

tinued. Forty�five minutes later, a neighbor called the police. Officers arrived and identified the victim as twenty�eight�

year�old Kitty Genovese. At least thirty�eight neighbors heard or witnessed the attack. Not one of them came to her aid. 

Only one called the police, belatedly. The response to Kitty Genovese’s murder was widely studied and became known as 

the “Genovese Syndrome” or the “Bystander Effect.” As the number of bystanders to a crime or accident increases, the 

likelihood of anyone doing anything about it decreases. Everyone thinks someone else is going to intervene so no one 

does anything. Ironically, if Kitty’s attack had been witnessed by just one person, instead of thirty�eight, she probably 

would have survived.�

Moral outrage is stifled, duty is diminished, and the desire to blend in predominates in groups. Even if a group is wit-

nessing something awful, many individuals keep quiet. January 22, 1973, marks the dark anniversary of the U.S. Su-

preme Court decisions Roe vs. Wade and Doe vs. Bolton, which blew the moral lights out for the protection of the unborn 

in the U.S. All right�thinking people have an obligation to name abortion for what it is, regardless of what the larger soci-

ety may say. A country is like a big group, and we tend to conform to group norms. But scientific and technological ad-

vances have erased all doubt about whether pre�born life is human life. It’s a baby. When a woman is expecting, no one 

goes to a “fetus shower,” they go to a “baby shower.” It’s not a potential human life. It’s a human life with potential.�

Dr. Bernard Nathanson, Jewish by blood and atheist by faith, was a Canadian�American doctor who not only advocated 

for the legalization of abortion, but who also, with his own hands, aborted two of his children. He is considered the 

“father” of the legalization of abortion in America, which culminated in the judicial decisions remembered today. One 

day in the mid�1970s, a doctor friend invited Nathanson to hold the ultrasound imaging paddle on a woman’s belly as the 

doctor aborted her child. Nathanson was horrified at what the paddle displayed on the ultrasound screen. The baby was 

vigorously flailing, trying to avoid the doctor’s instruments, pushing against the sharp objects jabbing his body. And then 

the baby’s mouth opened in a silent scream for help. Soon after, Dr. Nathanson gave up his lucrative abortion practice. 

And years later, after long and painful soul searching, Dr. Nathanson bowed his head to receive the waters of baptism in 

the Catholic Church, a real religion that forgives real sins. ��

Abortion corrupts all that it touches: family life, relationships between men and women, politicians, courts, the medical 

profession, and public life in general, which has become more hardened to the sufferings and vulnerabilities of those on 

the margins. But most of all, abortion has harmed every woman who has had one. There are psychological repercussions 

to the unnatural end of any pregnancy, but most especially when that end is violent, willful, and paid for by the one it 

harms. When the natural maternal instinct to nurture and protect is so violated, mom may never recover. The wound 

remains open. The healing is long and partial. ��

In this liturgical memorial, we commemorate an anniversary. So…Happy Anniversary abortion. You deceive, you divide, 

you destroy. You are darkness and you are death. You are the black eye on the handsome face of America. We pray that, 

someday, people will only speak about you in hushed tones, behind closed doors, whispering “abortion” like a dirty word. 

Happy Anniversary abortion; you are the pride in the devil’s grin.�

Heavenly Father, and Mother Mary, today we storm heaven with our prayers, fasting, and almsgiving in the hope that all 

unborn children will be protected in law so that they can grow into the men and women you planned them to be.�
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