


PARISH ORGANIZATIONS�

Parish Council: President Carole Winkel  meets on 2nd 

Tuesday at 7 p.m. during school year.�

Finance Council: meets quarterly.�

Appalachian Prayer Group�on Hiatus �

Knights of Columbus: meets 1st / 3rd Wednesdays 7 

pm  � Grand Knight Greg Hoffman�

Bible Study: meets weekly�Monday 7 pm  in the     

parish hall, during school year. Contact Deacon Dick 

Busic.�

RCIA: Contact Fr. Bill Hritsko or Pamela Klein,        

Coordinator of Religious Education at 740�928�3266 for 

information about the Catholic Church and our parish. .         

Inquirers to the Catholic Christian Faith (adults not yet 

baptized or currently practicing a non�Catholic faith) �

Inactive Catholics: If you wish to return to the practice 

of the faith, contact the Office 740�928�3266.�

St. Vincent de Paul Society: meets monthly on 3rd 

Tuesday at 7 pm in Parish Hall. President Harold     

Crabtree 740�527�2230�

Liturgy of the Word for Children:  For Pre�K through 

3rd Grade � 740�928�3266 Pamela Klein�

OLMC Bell Chorus�Meets every Tuesday at 6pm �

Vacation Bible School: date announced in bulletin.�

College Student Care Package: Paula Dillon�

Spirit Touch Dancers: Glenda Reynolds�

Walking With Purpose�Women’s Bible Study 

Group: meets Wednesdays 6:00�6:30p.m.Fellowship 

then Lesson from 6:30pm�8pm in the Parish Hall.     

Contact Glenda Reynolds�740�974�7568.�

Garden Club: Contact office for more information 740�

928�3266.�

LITURGICAL MINISTRY DIRECTORS�

Choir: Sally Oldham: rehearsals Monday at 6:30 pm. 

Practice times may change, Sally will call or email.�

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: If you 

are interested in becoming an EMOHC contact Deacon 

Richard Busic or Sharon Lieb in the Parish Office.�

Lectors: Gertrude Hoy�

Altar Servers / Hospitality: Bill Lieb�

Church Decoration / Flowers:  Vicki White, Joyce 

Smeigh, Helen Walters�

If you would like to contact any of these ministries, 

please call the parish office 740�928�3266.�

Our Lady of Mount Carmel �

Roman Catholic Church�

Website: www.olmcbuckeyelake.org�

Email: office@olmcbuckeyelake.org �

Phone: 740�928�3266  �

Sacramental Emergency: 740�323�6437�

Sharon Lieb, Office Administrator,  740�334�3424�

CONFESSION / MASS SCHEDULES�

� � �

Saturday, December 19th �

4pm� Mass����� Cecelia Daugherty †�

Sunday, December 20, Fourth Sunday of Advent�

8am�� Mass��������� �Jeff Flach †�

9:15am�������������� OLMC�PSR�

11am Mass��������� Nicolas Zeyen †�

Monday, December 21, S Peter of Canisius,�

8am Mass���������Jeff Flach †�

Tuesday, December 22, �

8am���������������������� No Services �

Wednesday, December 23, Saint John of Kanty,�

8am� Mass�������� Jean Bigler † Si�

� � � �     James Cooper + Rhett Cooper †�

Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve�

8am������ ��� �Grant Nabbefeld, Eleaner + Aubry Osborne �

12pm          Hritsko Family + Sharon Huck�

Friday, December 25, Nativity of the Lord,�

9am�������������George + Ruth Lieb �†��� �

Saturday, December  26, St. Stephen �

� � � � � � � � The First Martyr�

4pm� Mass����� Al Doerman + Fr. Raymond Larussa † Si�

Sunday, December 27,�

8am�� Mass��������� �Jeff Winnestaffer †�

11am Mass��������� Joe Guerin †�

� �

For Streaming: youtube.com search:  � �

Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel 

Buckeye Lake�

** Mass at St. 

Leonard �

�



Dear fellow parishioners, today the 

Gospel is the “Annunciation”.� We 

sometimes don’t “get” the 

implications from Mary’s “yes” 

because we focus on the holiness of 

the response and our salvation that 

came from her answer to the 

angel.� The stigma of an unwed pregnancy is much less 

today.� The Lord, Himself, tells us not to judge, lest we be 

judged the same way… and to love the sinner yet hate the 

sin.�

����������� These two approaches to others was something 

new with Jesus � think “Let the one without sin cast the 

first stone” as well as His times of forgiving sinners and 

telling everyone to forgive from their hearts.� Mary’s 

pregnancy was a terrible scandal and she all alone had to 

tell her parents, Joseph and the entire village would know 

especially when she started to show.� While Mary’s 

pregnancy was miraculous, still how much strength was 

needed to disclose the news.� I have not pondered much on 

Joachim and Anne’s response, even though they were very 

loving, I still think it would have been difficult to accept 

such news and they knew the implications that would be 

part of the pregnancy including that Mary could have been 

stoned to death; it was the law.�

����������� Then she had to tell Joseph, I have pondered that 

more often.� I think she may have told him just before 

visiting Elizabeth.� I think he needed the time to ponder 

and reflect on the realities of what she told him.� Mary 

needed support and Elizabeth, an older and wiser woman 

who was who was barren (also considered a 

scandal). �Elizabeth herself went into seclusion during her 

pregnancy to avoid the wagging tongues of her village.� I 

think these two women commiserated on their scandals � 

one “too old” and one “not married”.� There had to be a lot 

of prayer and realities discussed between them so that 

Mary could return and face Joseph, the community and her 

possible fates.� Remember, she did not know what Joseph 

would do.� How hard that would have been for her.�

����������� Joseph had his own dilemmas regarding the 

situation, even with angelic dreams and guidance, to 

accept “another man’s child” regardless of Him being 

God’s Son or not.� He had to deal with community 

judgment as much as Mary did.� We don’t know exactly of 

when the angel came to him the first dream, but I think it 

might have been while she was away so when she 

returned, so he might take her into his home and maybe 

lessen the “obvious” scandal.� A bit of humor:� I had a 

friend who said she got pregnant on her honeymoon her 

mother said “mmm�hmmm”.� On her nine�month 

anniversary, her mother told her she could have the baby 

any time now… she did, within a week � scandal diffused.�

����������� What difficulties follow you this holy season?� Ask 

Elizabeth and the Holy Family for their grace.� They had a 

lot with which to deal with as well and can commiserate 

with us.�

����������� Let us pray for each other.� Know that you are in 

mine always. �

����������� Peace and blessings � Fr. Bill. �

News from St. Mary School�

We are blessed to be able to celebrate the advent season 

together at St. Mary. Our students had the opportunity to have 

reconciliation last week and learn more about their journey to 

the Christmas season.�

�

We are grateful to be able to remain in school in person. Our 

families have been wonderfully cooperative about keeping 

their children home when anyone in the household feels sick, 

or tests positive for Covid.��

�

Our middle school houses are continuing to live the gospels 

through acts of charity. The House of St. Therese collected 

toy donations for local families and the Houses of St. Thomas 

and St. John are collecting gently used coats for St. Vincent 

dePaul.��

The Catechists and I would like to wish everyone a 

very Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year!� �

Christmas break is Dec. 20 � Jan. 2.� �

PSR classes resume on Jan. 3rd.�

May God’s Blessing be with you always!�

Thank you everyone who has sent prayers and well wishes. �

I wish each and everyone a very Blessed Christmas.�

� Marge Ewing�



Liturgy Column� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � Sally Oldham�

This week the banner will proclaim Peace!� �Peace 

because our waiting for our Lord to arrive is almost 

over and he brings blessings of Peace and 

Goodwill to all.��

When the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that 

she would bear the Son of God,� she was confused 

on how it could happen. The angel Gabriel told her 

that "nothing� will be impossible� for God." That is 

the news we must hold in our hearts!��

Covid has� changed our world and most of us have 

been separated from loved ones.�  We have felt 

despair. We have worried about each other. We 

celebrated Easter in our homes because our Church 

was closed for a long period of time. Hopelessness 

set in our hearts.�  Things are better now. Our 

Church is open but there are restrictions.�  Still 

looming is the threat of contracting Covid; 

that� makes every day a challenge. Now a glimmer 

of hope comes as a vaccine is coming closer to be 

distributed.��

I keep repeating the phrase that nothing will be 

impossible for God. That should give us all 

something to hold onto. God loved us so much that 

he sent his only Son for us.� He wants us to believe 

with a heart filled with love and compassion. He 

wants us to see others as our brothers and sisters. 

He wants us to share heaven with him, for nothing 

is impossible for our God!�

News from the Diocese of Columbus:�

Catholic Charities Christmas Help�is a resource listing of 

our diocesan sponsored Catholic charities and items needed 

to help their clients.� People need your help. They need the 

basics: food, clothing, and household items. Without your 

help, many children will go without Christmas gifts this year. 

Can you make room in your life for our neighbors in need? If 

you can help, support our diocesan sponsored organizations 

or your parish and community ministries. If you need help, 

please give them a call. (614) 221�5891  or   

www.columbuscatholic.org/social�concerns�office�

A Special Christmas Gift �� a Mass celebrated by a 

missionary priest for your loved ones and friends.� Your 

loved ones/friends will receive a beautiful Christmas themed 

Mass card, acknowledging your gift. Go to 

www.columbuscatholic.org/request�a�Mass, click link for 

Christmas gift Mass form. Complete and pay online or click 

the printable form link at the bottom of the page and mail it 

with payment to Diocese of Columbus Missions Office, 197 

E. Gay St., Columbus, OH 43215.� The Mass stipend is $10. 

We must receive your request by December 14th to ensure 

delivery before Christmas. For any questions, call 614�228�

8603 or send an email to mismailbox@columbuscatholic.org. �

Foster a Child. Change a Life.�� Nearly 16,000 children 

across the state of Ohio are living in the custody of child 

welfare, looking for a safe place to call home. You can help. 

St. Vincent Family Center connects children in Ohio who 

need a place of respite and stability with foster parents who 

provide loving, nurturing temporary homes. Founded as an 

orphanage on the Near East Side of Columbus 150 years ago, 

St. Vincent Family Center remains deeply rooted in its 

mission today to support the safety and wellbeing of children 

and their families across Ohio. We offer an intimate, family�

centered approach to supporting foster parents, providing 

expert training, personalized coaching and expert behavioral 

healthcare services to ensure the support you need to foster a 

child. If you’re interested in learning more about becoming a 

foster parent, call (614) 400�1657 or visit https://

www.svfc.org/supporting�foster�families/. n�of�hope. � �

Season of Hope Monthly Theme:� Seek Direct Service.� �

In order to overcome what Bishop Brennan calls a poverty of 

hope that is experienced by many of our brothers and sisters 

during these challenging times, the Diocesan HOPE Task 

Force has developed a bulletin insert on the theme of seeking 

direct service.� �

Thank you everyone for your prayers and well wishes. 

Zebbra and I have been blessed by being a part of Our Lady 

of Mount Carmel. We want to wish all a very Blessed 

Christmas and may the New Year bring may blessings on 

you. Deacon Dick and Zebbra Busic.�



Men of the East is a Catholic Men's Laity 

Ministry comprised of all practicing Catholic Men 

who attend one of the twelve parishes in Knox, 

Licking, or Muskingum Counties. Men of the East 

exist to support, strengthen, and help maximize the 

spiritual growth of Men of the Catholic Church.�

Catholic Social Services�

�� Grocery shopping and delivery service for seniors (Ages 

60+) in Licking County.�

�� Are you having trouble paying your rent, mortgage or 

utility bills? The emergency housing assistance program 

can help.�

Call Tim or Lisa at (740) 345�2565 to learn more.�

Christmas Mass News�

�

Call for reserving your seats for our Christmas masses. 

If capacity occurs, we will draw family names and seat 

tickets for your chosen mass time. �

�

Mass Times at OLMC �

�

Christmas Eve � 6pm�

�

Midnight Mass � 12am�

�

Christmas Day � 9am�

�

Call OLMC office at (740)928�3266�

� �

Mass at St. Leonard�

You will need to call St. Leonard to reserve seats.�

�

Call St. Leonard office at (740)522�5270�

�

Offertory for:  December 15, $4,818.00�

Retirement Fund � $492�

St. Vincent de Paul� $1400.00�

On Line Giving from 12/06/2020 to 12/15/2020   $1,427.00�

Healing the Whole Person � Newark, OH�

Jesus responds today to brokenness, disease, and pain 

with transformative love and restoration. Through three 

days of teaching, worship, prayer, and testimony, you’ll 

encounter God in a powerful way, and experience deeper 

freedom as the Father speaks to you in the depths of your 

heart, and through the supernatural graces of the 

sacraments. Whether you’re struggling with life, or you 

just want “more” in your walk with God, this conference 

will empower you with tools, revelation, and a greater 

desire to live your life passionately on fire for God. 

Grounded in Church teaching, you’ll engage the topics 

of “Facing our Brokenness,” “Encountering the Father’s 

Love,” and “Living in Freedom.”�

St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church in Newark, OH is 

hosting a Healing the Whole Person retreat led by the 

John Paul II Healing Center February 4�6, 2021. This 

event is offered both in�person or via a private access 

page and livestream videos! Learn more and register for 

this amazing retreat at http://jpiihealingcenter.org/. This 

event is sponsored by St. Gabriel Catholic Radio AM 

820. Scholarships available; email 

JPIIRetreatNewarkOH@gmail.com for more 

information.�

The Catholic Record Society � preserves the history of the 

Diocese of Columbus and supports the Diocesan Archives, 

which retains the official records of the Diocese.�  Meetings 

are held quarterly and members receive a calendar year 

subscription to the monthly Bulletin.� The Society responds to 

genealogical inquiries and requests for historical information 

on the parishes, institutions, religious orders, and clergy of 

the Diocese.�  Basic membership is $12 with digital Bulletin 

or $25 with paper Bulletin.�� Please send check payable to the 

Diocese of Columbus to the Catholic Record Society, 197 E. 

Gay Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215.�  If questions, contact 

Chairman Mike Finn at fcoolavin@aol.com. �

Catholic Charities Christmas Help � is a listing of items 

needed to help clients of our diocesan sponsored Catholic 

charities.� The people who they serve need the basics:� food, 

clothing, personal hygiene products, and household 

items.�  They also need volunteers.�  To access the bulletin 

insert list online, visit www.columbuscatholic.org/social�

concerns�office.� �





Please pray for the  

unemployed, shut�ins, 

and those in�need and 

especially for: Judy Adisimone, John Arkley, Barbie 

Arp;  Tom Attard; Rosie; Dana Baker; Sue Baker, 

Dhana & Charlotte; Braden Allard; Baby Daniel; 

Gary Bertrand; Kellie Blosser; Margi Boso; Jeremy 

Brock; Beanetta Buchanan; Zebbra Busic; Mike 

Cassidy, Sharon Casto; Gary Church; Izabella 

Corcoran; Sandra Daley; Billie Deck, Cindy 

Dickens, Marge Ewing; Kolsen Fleming;  Nate 

Fowle; Tammy & Joe Frye;  Duey Garcia, David 

George; Maxine Getreu; Ray Guinsler; Albert and 

Kay Hillis; Gert, David &  Stephanie Hoy; Richard 

& Alice Huck; Joan Jerome; Ron Jones; Sandra 

Klines; Eli Kopis; Julie Laughlin; Charlene Lieb;  

Bernie & Andrew  Madrid; Bob & Michelle 

McCormick; Msgr. Frank &  Paulette Meagher; 

Boric  Melnyk, Kathy  Miklos,  Walt Miller; Kris 

Mowrey; Tera Naayers; Lisa Nelson; Gary 

Newcomb; Paige Nicole Newsome; Tom 

Niedzielski; Mary Oehlman; Sally & Jerry   

Oldham; Diane Paxton: Daniel Paxton, Jr.; Christine 

Peskay ; Sharon Raymer; Paul Rogers; Janet 

Rollins, Rick Rueckel;  Karen & Michael Russ; 

Annette Russell; Aggie Search, Kathy Shafer; 

Richard Shafer; Connor Skeen; April Snyder: 

George Stevenson; Arnold Stoltz; Audrey Swart; 

Janet Talbert; Mary Ann  Thomas,  Judy Thompson; 

Keith Thompson; Jason Thulberry; Linda Turner; 

Carla, and David  Watson; Kristie Wiencek; Susan 

Wynn; Patrolman Andy, and those in need of organ 

transplants. Pray for our men and  women in the 

military, especially, Chris  Dickens and Ethan 

Niedzielski. Pray for all  retired Priests, especially 

those in Mother Mc Clory and at Villas of St. 

Therese and for all those who have no one to pray 

for them. Reminder:  Regarding   Prayer Requests: 

If you wish to have  Prayer Requests  printed in the 

bulletin     contact the Parish Secretary by  Tuesday 

of the week of publication. To participate in the e�

mail prayer list (Prayer  Warriors) or be notified of 

deaths and        upcoming funerals in the parish, 

send an email Sallyoldham2002@yahoo.com. For 

those without computer access, call Sue 

Winnestaffer at (740) 246�4644, to initiate the 

telephone tree.�

PARISH STAFF�PARISH PHONE 740�928�3266�

Fr. William Hritsko, Pastor�

Reverend G. Michael Gribble, Retired Associate�

Deacon Richard Busic�

Pam Klein, Coordinator of Religious Education�

Sharon Lieb, Office Manager�

Sally Oldham, Music Coordinator�

Joan Elliot, Organist�

Linda Grum, Organist�

Peggy Pound Bookkeeper�

Samantha Lieb, Bulletin�Website Coordinator�

Clint Bigler, Maintenance Director�

Elizabeth Orend, Housekeeper�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday: 4:00 p.m.� Sunday: 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.�

   Liturgy of the Word for Children 11:00 a.m.�

   � Mass during school year.�

Monday & Wednesday: 8:00 a.m.�

Tuesday & Thursday Communion Service 8:00 a.m.�

Friday Morning Prayer: 8:00 a.m.�

Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.�

   unless otherwise noted in bulletin�

4pm; 8am; 11am Mass Streaming YouTube search (Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel Buckeye Lake)�

�

NEW TO THE PARISH? WELCOME!�

Inquirers to the Catholic Christian Faith (adults not yet baptized or 

currently practicing a non�Catholic faith) call Pastor Fr. Bill Hritsko 

(740�928�3266) for more information about the Catholic Church and 

our parish. Inactive Catholics Returning to the Faith call Pastor for 

information.�

SACRAMENTS & PROGRAMS�

Reconciliation: Saturday, 3:15�3:45 p.m. or by appointment call the 

Office (740�928�3266).�

Infant Baptism: Workshop required before infant baptism. Call the 

Office (740�928�3266) for more info.�

Marriage: Active parishioners must call the Office (740�928�3266) 

no later than 6 months prior to tentative date of wedding.�

Anointing of the Sick: available upon request. �

Call the Office (740�928�3266).�

Hospitals, Nursing Homes & Homebound Sick: For visitation 

requests call Pastor. If possible, please inform pastor prior to 

admittance (740�928�3266).�

Home Communion: To arrange long�term home communion, call 

the Office.�

Parish School of Religion (PSR): PK�12; meets between Sunday 

Masses during school year. Call Pamela Klein to register or volunteer 

to teach (740�928�3264).�

Prayer Warriors: Email based prayer chain. Contact Sally Oldham 

to submit requests at sallyoldham2002@yahoo.com.�

Protecting God’s Children: This parish is fully compliant with all 

PGC requirements and best practices. All parish volunteers working 

with minors must comply. Call Pamela Klein for more information 

(740�928�3264).�

SOCIAL SERVICES�

LEADS Buckeye Lake: For food and other assistance, 740�928�

4481.�

St. Vincent de Paul Society: For financial assistance call 740�527�

2230 (leave name & phone number).�

OLMC Food Pantry: Kris Helphrey, Food Pantry is open 

Wednesday 1pm�2:30 p.m.�

Alcoholic Anonymous and AL�ANON: �

Meet Thursdays 8:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.�

Buckeye Lake Senior Citizens: Meet 1

st

 & 3

rd

 Mondays 12:00 p.m. 

in the Parish Hall.�

WIC: Services available in Parish Hall monthly on 1

st

 Wednesday, 

9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.�

�

Bulletin Deadline is Monday 8:00 a.m.�
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Grand
Monuments
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Olde Canal Restaurant
12045 Lancaster St., Millersport
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Great Food • Friendly People
– Open 7 Days a Week –
CANOE AND PADDLE BOAT RENTAL
Located on historical Ohio-Erie Canal

Carry-Out Available • 740-467-2514
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Locally Owned and Operated
207 S. Main St., Baltimore, OH
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www.funeralhome.com

Funeral Directors
 Rick Hoskinson Ethan McKee Mark Pinnick
 Jim Bishop Jon Wagner Greta Blegvad
HOME OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE AS CLOSE AS YOUR HOMETOWN

www.hoskinsonfuneral.com
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Honest and Hard Working for you!
Scott Van Horn, Realtor

740-404-1066
scott.vanhorn@herrealtors.com

 www.scottvanhorn.herrealtors.com

Founded 1885Founded 1885

• One or Two Bedroom
Luxury Apartments
• Two Room Suites

• Studio Apartments
• Medical & Respite Stays

• Memory Care
• Assisted Living

740.453.4099
helenpurcell.org

1854 Norwood Blvd.,
Zanesville, OH 43701

Authentic Love.
Legendary Care.

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.
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LET US PLACE 
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Mike
Egan

616 Hebron Road
Heath, Ohio 43056

740-788-9099
mike@mikeeganinsurance.com

Financial strategies built just for you.
Jim Ward
Financial Advisor
600 N Broad Street
Lancaster, OH 43130
740-653-5302


