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6th Sunday of Easter  +  May 17, 2020
FIRST READING—Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Christ to them. With one 
accord, the crowds paid attention to what was said by Philip when they heard it and saw 
the signs he was doing. For unclean spirits, crying out in a loud voice, came out of many 
possessed people, and many paralyzed or crippled people were cured. There was great 
joy in that city.

Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God,
they sent them Peter and John, who went down and prayed for them, that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit, for it had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them and they received 
the Holy Spirit.

RESPONSORIAL—Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20
Response: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

Shout joyfully to God, all the earth, sing praise to the glory of his name; proclaim his 
glorious praise. Say to God, “How tremendous are your deeds!”(R) 

“Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you, sing praise to your name!” Come and see 
the works of God, his tremendous deeds among the children of Adam.(R)

He has changed the sea into dry land; through the river they passed on foot; therefore let 
us rejoice in him. He rules by his might forever. (R)

Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare what he has done for me. Blessed be God 
who refused me not my prayer or his kindness! (R)

SECOND READING—I Peter 3:15-18
Beloved:

Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for your hope, but do it with gentleness and reverence, keeping 
your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who defame your good 
conduct in Christ may themselves be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if that be the will of God, than for doing evil.

For Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous, that he 
might lead you to God. Put to death in the flesh, he was brought to life in the Spirit.
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GOSPEL—John 14:15-21

Jesus said to his disciples:

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows him. But you know him, because he 

remains with you, and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. In 

a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me, because I live and 

you will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me and I 

in you. Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. 

And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and reveal myself 

to him.”



A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JAY
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    orona Time brought with it a chance to reflect on the miracles 
       of motherhood. Although Mother’s Day was last weekend, the whole 
month of May is such great time to continue remembering our Moms...

     When the good Lord was creating mothers, He was into His sixth day of overtime, when 
   an angel appeared and said, “You’re doing a lot of fiddling around on this one.”

And the Lord said, “Have you read the spec on this one? She has to be completely 
washable, but not plastic; have 180 moveable parts, all replaceable; run on black coffee and 
leftovers; have a lap that disappears when she stands up; a kiss that can cure anything from 
a bruised knee to a broken heart; and six pair of hands.”

The angel shook her head slowly and said, “Six pairs of hands… no way.”

“It’s not the hands that are causing me problems,” said the Lord. “It’s the three pairs of eyes 
that mothers have to have.” 

“That’s on the standard model?” asked the angel. The Lord nodded.

One pair that sees through closed doors when she asks, “What are you kids doing in there?” 
when she already knows. Another here, in the back of her head that sees what she shouldn’t, 
but what she has to know. And of course the ones here in front that can look at a child when 
he goofs up and say, ‘I understand and I love you,’ without so much as uttering a word.”

“Lord,” said the angel, touching his sleeve gently, “Rest for now. Tomorrow…” 

“I can’t,” said the Lord. “I’m so close to creating something as close as I can to myself. 
Already she heals herself when she is sick, can feed a family of six on one pound of 
hamburger and can get a nine-year old to stand under a shower.”

The angel circled the model of the mother very slowly. “She’s too soft,” she sighed.

“But tough!” said the Lord excitedly. “You cannot imagine what the mother can do or 
endure.”

“Can she think?” asked the Angel.

“Not only think, but she can balance reason and faith,” said the Creator.

     Finally the angel bent over and ran her finger across the cheek. “There’s a leak,” she 
      pronounced. “I told you, you were trying to put too much into this model.” 

         “It’s not a leak,” said the Lord. “It’s a tear.”

          “What’s it for?”

         “It’s for joy, sadness, disappointment, pain, loneliness all because she never 
            stops caring.”

            “You’re a genius,” said the angel.

                  The Lord, almost looking surprised, said, “But I didn’t put it there...”

—Adapted from an article by Erma Bombeck

C
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facebook.com/SaintsJohnandPaulParish youtube.com/c/SaintsJohnPaul

TUESDAY, MAY 12 at 2:00 PM
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Every summer, we welcome around 300 kids, teenagers, and adult volunteers to pull off an awesome 
week of VBS. The current pandemic makes this very difficult and even unsafe. That’s why we are making 
VBS virtual this year!

What does virtual VBS look like? Each day of VSB week (June 22-26), we will email out videos of every 
station in which our dedicated volunteers will present the station activity while explaining how kids can 
follow along at home. Families who register will receive supply packets with a t-shirt, CD or download 
card, Bible Buddies, a Watch for God wristband, Tracking with Jesus Bible Book, and Imagination 
Station science gizmos for the full week so that your kids can follow along with the videos at home all 
week. These packets will be available for pickup in the pavilion in early June. After VBS week, the full 
program of videos will be available for free on our website all summer long so that you can reuse VBS on 
a rainy day and so that families who don’t want the supplies can experience VBS for free.

Since we will not be decorating our building or providing snacks all week, we are also reducing the cost 
to our supply costs per child: $10. Visit greatgrouping.org/valley-vbs to register by Friday, May 15.

 



WW

the

of our CINDY DESCHAINE
Director of Faith Formation
cdeschaine@greatgrouping.org

    hen our part of the world shut down in March, a group of staff members 
   and a handful of parishioners sprung into action and created a Food Pantry and 
Meal Distribution to help the community. We started with St. Vincent DePaul’s 
food shelves and started asking people to help bring more food. The first week we 
distributed 20 boxes of non-perishables to families in need. Here we are, almost 
2 months later, and we now serve approximately 750 people a week. Through 
the generosity of our parishioners with monetary donations, food donations, and 
volunteer hours and some help from some local stores—as well as New Hope 
Lutheran Church in Cranberry Township—we have a very large operation that is so 
much more than what we originally thought it would be. 

We currently have an Outreach Program to help the families who need more 
than just food; we were part of a team that provided computers for school kids 
who didn’t have any in the house; we have provided bags of meals and goodies 
to Conway Towers and Green Diamond residents; and we have made countless 
deliveries to people who cannot leave their house due to being at high risk. 

We are serving 300 bagged meals a day (compliments of the Beaver County 
YMCA) at Good Samaritan, St. John the Baptist, and Our Lady of Peace. Every 
day we have a different special for the people who come down, including Hot 
Meal Wednesday; Frozen Food Friday; Milk, bread, and eggs on Tuesdays; and 
Miscellaneous Monday & Thursday. 

We have met and shared tears with so many wonderful people with whom we’ve 
crossed paths during our outreach efforts. Over the next few weeks, we will share 
the fruits of our journey with stories from our new friends.

Thank you to everyone who has helped in any way to support our efforts. 

greatgrouping.org/food-pantry

Need help? (724) 266-6565  |  greatgrouping.org/call-for-help
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SIETE DATOS SOBRE LA INMACULADA CONCEPCIÓN (1ra parte)

¿A quién se refiere la Inmaculada Concepción? La Inmaculada Concepción hace 
referencia a la manera especial en que fue concebida María. Esta concepción no fue 
virginal ya que ella tuvo un padre y una madre humanos, pero fue especial y única 
de otra manera.

¿Qué es la Inmaculada Concepción? De acuerdo al Catecismo de la Iglesia 
Católica: “Para ser la Madre del Salvador, María fue ‘dotada por Dios con dones 
a la medida de una misión tan importante’. El ángel Gabriel en el momento de 
la anunciación la saluda como ‘llena de gracia’. En efecto, para poder dar el 
asentimiento libre de su fe al anuncio de su vocación era preciso que ella estuviese 
totalmente conducida por la gracia de Dios” (490). “A lo largo de los siglos, la 
Iglesia ha tomado conciencia de que María ‘llena de gracia’ por Dios (Lc. 1, 28) 
había sido redimida desde su concepción.

Es lo que confiesa el dogma de la Inmaculada Concepción, proclamado en 1854 por 
el Papa Pío IX: ‘... la bienaventurada Virgen María fue preservada inmune de toda 
la mancha de pecado original en el primer instante de su concepción por singular 
gracia y privilegio de Dios omnipotente, en atención a los méritos de Jesucristo 
Salvador del género humano’” (491).

¿Esto significa que María nunca pecó? Sí. Debido a la forma de redención que 
se aplicó a María en el momento de su concepción, ella no solo fue protegida del 
pecado original, sino también del pecado personal. El catecismo lo explica en el 
número 493 que los padres de la tradición oriental llaman a la Madre de Dios “la 
Toda Santa” (Panaghia), la celebran “como inmune de toda mancha de pecado y 
como plasmada y hecha una nueva criatura por el Espíritu Santo”. Por la gracia de 
Dios, María ha permanecido pura de todo pecado personal a lo largo de toda su 
vida.

Entonces, ¿María necesitaba que Jesús muriera por ella en la Cruz? No. 
María fue concebida inmaculadamente como parte de su ser “llena de gracia” 
y así “redimida desde el momento de su concepción” por “una singular gracia 
y privilegio de Dios Todopoderoso y por virtud de los méritos de Jesucristo, 
salvador de la raza humana”. Tal como lo explica el catecismo en el número 492, 
esta “resplandeciente santidad del todo singular” de la que ella fue “enriquecida 
desde el primer instante de su concepción”, le viene toda entera de Cristo: ella es 
“redimida de la manera más sublime en atención a los méritos de su Hijo”.

El Padre la ha “bendecido [...] con toda clase de bendiciones espirituales, en los 
cielos, en Cristo” más que a ninguna otra persona creada. Él la ha “elegido en él 
antes de la creación del mundo para ser santa e inmaculada en su presencia, en el 
amor”. En el número 508 el catecismo describe: “De la descendencia de Eva, Dios 
eligió a la Virgen María para ser la Madre de su Hijo. Ella, ‘llena de gracia’, es ‘el 
fruto más excelente de la redención’; desde el primer instante de su concepción, 
fue totalmente preservada de la mancha del pecado original y permaneció pura de 
todo pecado personal a lo largo de toda su vida”.

https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/8-cosas-que-necesitas-saber-sobre-la-inmaculada-concepcion-41365

1.

2.

3.

4.
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this week we remember

readings

Monday, may 18
ACTS 16:11-15/JN 15:26—16:4A

tuesday, may 19
ACTS 16:22-34/JN 16:5-11

wednesday, may 20
ACTS 17:15, 22—18:1/JN 16:12-15

thursday, may 21
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
ACTS 1:1-11/EPH 1:17-23/ MT 28:16-20

friday, may 22
ACTS 18:9-18/JN 16:20-23

saturday, may 23 
ACTS 18:23-28/JN 16:23B-28

sunday, may 24
ACTS 1:12-14/1 PT 4:13-16/JN 17:1-11A

mass intentions 
Our clergy team will be celebrating a private 
Mass daily and will include all scheduled 
Mass Intentions at their private Masses. 

Frank Aloe (Wife, Costanza)

Frank Maruca (Charlotte & Lou Paliani)

Paul Hovan (Jerry & Leah Lesak)

Living & Deceased Parishioners 

Paul Hovan (Jerry & Leah Lesak)

Bob Idzojtic (Patty Hribar)

Anne & Lawrence Mutschler (Grandsons, Jack 
& Bob)

Cecelia Fabanich (Ed & Gerri)

Fr. Matthew Ruyechan on the 40th Anniversary 
of his Ordination (George Rozman)

Steve Furis, Stephen Furis, Dolly Bull (Rita)

our gifts to god

Good Samaritan

Weekly Offering—$4,033
Online Giving—$1,458
Parish Share to date—

$25,398

St. John the Baptist

Weekly Offering—$1,570

 Parish Share to date—$3,970

Our Lady of Peace
Weekly Offertory—$5,260

Online Giving—$1,503
Parish Share to date—    

$20,068

saints john & Paul

Weekly Offertory—$12,016 

Parish Share—$4,470

For the weekend of May 10

ALTAR FLOWERS

(GS) In Memory of Philip Volpe
by Daughter

our faithful departed
Enrico Antonini  

Brother of Gaylord and Anna Muny

Sue Ufner 
Grandmother of Lenore Seifer

MEMORIAL FUND

Wilma Doyle 
by Tom Doyle

Charles Durica 
by Mr. & Mrs. Mike Durica
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Contact Sue Novosel to place an ad today! 
snovosel@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6318 

FASMO Automotive
Service & Towing LLC

1401 Duss Ave., Ambridge, PA

Michael Savka
owner

724.266.8100
fasmoauto1@gmail.com

 CAREGIVER SUPPORT PROGRAM 
 FOCUS ON THE CAREGIVER

For Caregivers of older adults &
Grandparents raising grandchildren
Complete an assessment, financial verification, 
and a care manager will create a care plan that 
may include benefits counseling, caregiver 
training and emotional support. 

 Beaver County Office on Aging
Call Teresa 724-847-2262 CSP@bcoa.us

Reimbursement for:
• Respite care

• Qualified caregiving
 expenses

• Home modification or 
 assistive devices

• Child enrichment programs

• Referral to Support Groups

	 “Advocate	for	those	who	can’t,	support	those	who	can,	and	ensure	all
	 long-term	care	consumers	live	with	dignity	and	respect.	“

 Long-term Care Ombudsman
 Join our team and become a volunteer Ombudsman

Staff and volunteer Ombudsmen make visits to nursing 
& personal care homes, investigate complaints about quality 

of care and offer assistance to resolve problems to the 
satisfaction of the resident.

Need help? Call the Ombudsman hotline 724-480-8589
BEAVER COUNTY OFFICE ON AGING OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM

1020 8TH AVE BEAVER FALLS, PA 15010

call teresa 724-847-2262 or email OMBUDSMAN@BCOA.US



FULL AD PAGES 
Please keep your content out of these ad areas and do 

not move the markers.

PG 16,17,18 and 19: FULL PAGE AD

Schweikert Greenhouse
320 Wallrose Heights Road • Baden

$4 OFF PURCHASE OF $30
www.schweikertgreenhouse.com

724-561-3191 or 724-630-1316

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1441

TRAVEL JUNCTION
Travel Agency

192 Ohio River Blvd., Ambridge

Off: (724) 266-5715
www.traveljunctioninc.com
 (724) 869-9500 • Complete Auto Service
 • Towing
 • Equipment • Fuels

 201 Eleventh Street  Chester Cercone, Manager
 Conway, PA 15027  www.cerconesales.com

John Syka Funeral Home
833 Kennedy Drive, Ambridge
John C. Syka, Supervisor

David J. Syka, 3rd Generation

724-266-2150
Family owned since 1951

Herb Bloxson, Owner

724-869-3800 • 724-869-2651

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

201 State Street, Baden • 724-770-0950
serving the community for over 38 years

When your family 
is faced with 

a disaster, call on 
our family to 
help you out.

Fox’s Pizza Den
1204 Merchant St.

Ambridge, PA 15003

(724) 266-3630

Law Offices of

aylor & Alsko

Robert J. Taylor & Rob Alsko
 337 Merchant St. • Ambridge, PA 15003

(724) 266-2370
rjt52@hotmail.com

Pietroboni
Mechanical, Inc.
Heating • Air Conditioning
1411 Merchant Street • PA# 003396

724-266-2100 • PMI2100.com

RINGEL’S CERAMICS
Parishioner

GREENWARE, BISQUE
FINISHED PRODUCTS, CLASSES

724-266-1993
ringelceramics@comcast.net

Helen Ringel - Owner
549 MERCHANT STREET, AMBRIDGE

K
REGISTERED 
MASTER PLUMBER 
FULLY INSURED

724-622-4145

PARISHIONER

HOW “KAN” 
I HELP YOU?

Jessica Madden Briggs
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1527 Duss Ave., Ambridge, PA 15003
724-266-5500

Wills • Powers of Attorney 
Long Term Care Planning • Guardianships

Estate Administration 

10% off
all regular menu priced items

with this coupon only. Only 

good at  Leetsdale Pizza Joe’s

PJ69

Bradley S. Dornish | Parishioner
BDornish@Dornish.net

A law firm handling business and real estate contracts and 
lawsuits, wills and estates. Free consults available by phone or in 
our convenient new Wexford office. PA licensed title insurance 

agency and real estate closing company.

412-765-2726 | info@dornish.net | www.dornish.net

 
2500 Brooktree Rd. Suite 301 | Wexford, PA 15090

ECONOMY
PLUMBING AND HEATING COMPANY, INC.
AIR CONDITIONING INSTALLATION AND SERVICE

HOT WATER & STEAM HEATING
PLUMBING & HEATING REPAIRS & REPLACEMENT 

AND SUPPLIES, HARDWARE
Charles W. Lindauere & Mark J. Lindauere, Owners

407 State St., Baden, PA | Mon-Fri 8-5 • Sat 8-1
724-869-9310

Receive a FREE Vacuum & FREE 
Window/Dash towel with every Tunnel Wash!

283 Johnson Ave • Baden (Behind McDonalds)

No Better Value in beaver county!!

Join our Unlimited 
Car Wash Club or 

Bronze, Gold, Platinum 
Wash Books!

 T. ROSINSKY
 ROOFING

A U.S. VETERAN OWNED ROOFING COMPANY
Specializing in complete roof replacement
Locally Owned & Operated 
CALL 724-630-3207

PA#045294

NO MONEY DOWN 
F R E E EST I M AT ES

Now Serving our Members in 2 Locations:
 2000 Main Street, Aliquippa, PA 15001 384 State Street, Baden, PA 15005
 724-375-0488 724-869-3500



beaver valley
good samaritan 

st. john the baptist
our lady of peace

(724) 266-6565

franklin park
saints john & paul

(724) 935-2104How is God working in your life?
greatgrouping.org/share

the week ahead

9:00 AM Good Samaritan
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
5:30 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
6:30 PM Good Samaritan

9:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
6:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

9:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
1st Friday 6:30 PM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
3:00 PM CONFESSION at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Good Samaritan
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul (Church)
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Saints John & Paul (Church)

7:30 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM CONFESSION at St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
10:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
11:00 AM Good Samaritan
11:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
6:00 PM 1st Sunday Spanish Mass at Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

For Maronite Mass times, check greatgrouping.org
For Holy Day & Holiday times, please see Week Ahead

help lines

24 Hour Child Abuse Hotline
1-800-932-0313

Crisis Pregnancy Option Line
1-800-395-4357

Post-Abortion Healing/Project Rachel
(412) 456-3167

Pittsburgh Diocese Victim Assistance
1-888-808-1235

Crisis Management Services
1-888-796-8226

eucharistic adoration
As Catholics, we believe that Christ becomes truly present within the Blessed 
Sacrament.  As promised by Him, His Presence is abiding, not something that 
vanishes at the conclusion of Mass. During Eucharistic Adoration, we can sit 
silently in His Presence and open ourselves to His Graces.

MONDAY–FRIDAY from 8:00 AM–8:00 PM at Our Lady of Peace
PERPETUALLY at Saints John & Paul, in the Grotto Chapel
Please see Week Ahead Calendar for Holiday Schedule.

M

T

W

F

S

Th

Su

       regular mass & confession times

Father Jay Donahue, Administrator—(412) 697-5876 | seefrjay@gmail.com
Father John Batykefer, Sr. Parochial Vicar—(724) 470-6689 | frjjb317@gmail.com

Father Michael Roche, Parochial Vicar—fatherroche@gmail.com
Father Joe Carr, Parish Chaplain—(412) 867-8673 | frjoecarr@me.com

Father Antoine Kairouz, Maronite Priest-in-residence
Deacon Anthony Giordano, Deacon James Olson, Deacon Tom Boucek

greatgrouping.org/share

marketing@greatgrouping.org

ORSHARE
your

story!

ALL SCHEDULED EVENTS
HAVE BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE

Confessions have resumed in the Great 
Grouping! Check the website for the 
current Confession schedule.

Tabernacle will be visible:
Good Samaritan—7th & Glenwood doors
St. John the Baptist—Linmore St. doors
Our Lady of Peace—3rd Ave. doors

Adoration Available:
For the most recent Adoration 
availability please see our website.

PLEASE CHECK 
THE WEBSITE 
FOR CURRENT 

MASS AND 
ADORATION 

RESTRICTIONS


