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7th Sunday of Easter  +  May 24, 2020

FIRST READING—Acts 1:1-11

In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was 

taken up, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 

chosen. He presented himself alive to them by many proofs after he had suffered,

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While 

meeting with the them, he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 

“the promise of the Father about which you have heard me speak; for John baptized with 

water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

When they had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or 

seasons that the Father has established by his own authority. But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,

throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, 

as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight. While 

they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in white 

garments stood beside them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there 

looking at the sky? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in 

the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.”

RESPONSORIAL—Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9

Response: God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

All you peoples, clap your hands, shout to God with cries of gladness, for the LORD, the 

Most High, the awesome, is the great king over all the earth.(R) 

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; the LORD, amid trumpet blasts. Sing praise to 

God, sing praise; sing praise to our king, sing praise.(R)

For king of all the earth is God; sing hymns of praise. God reigns over the nations, God 

sits upon his holy throne.(R)
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SECOND READING—Ephesians 1:17-23

Brothers and sisters: May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give 

you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation resulting in knowledge of him. May the eyes of 

your hearts be enlightened, that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his 

call, what are the riches of glory in his inheritance among the holy ones, and what is 

the surpassing greatness of his power for us who believe, in accord with the exercise 

of his great might, which he worked in Christ, raising him from the dead and seating 

him at his right hand in the heavens, far above every principality, authority, power, and 

dominion, and every name that is named not only in this age but also in the one to 

come. And he put all things beneath his feet and gave him as head over all things to 

the church, which is his body, the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way. 

GOSPEL—Matthew 28:16-20

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. 

When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted. Then Jesus approached and 

said to them, “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.

And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”



A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JAY
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Disclaimer: I am not saying that germs and sin are the same. Following these guidelines or 
not will not lead you to or from sin. I am merely using germs as a metaphor for sin…

Jesus could have destroyed all viruses and sickness when he was on earth or at any time, 
but he did not. In fact, there are moments when he would mourn the death of a friend such 
as Lazarus and say, “This is for the greater glory of my Father.” He indirectly permitted a 
woman to live for years with a bleeding... he never revealed the vaccination for leprosy. 
Why? Perhaps with freedom comes responsibility. When our first parents sinned, freedom 
became stained with Original Sin and thus the inclination to disobey God infected our world 
with germs and sin.

What can we discover about the spread of germs that can lead to a deeper understanding 
of the spread of sin? The CDC (Center for Disease Control) guidelines to stop the spread 
are quite graphic.

1) Avoid being within 6 feet of others (social distancing). Translates into avoiding 
the near occasion of sin: do not hang out with people or put yourself into close visual or 
personal contact with addictive behaviors like drugs, alcohol, gambling and pornography.

2) After covering your cough and sneeze throw away tissues in the trash. Do your 
family and friends a favor and discard your sins to the “sin bin” ...the Corona Time 
Confessionals.

3) Wear a mask to cover your mouth and nose in public. Cover your mouth by living in 
silence instead of spreading rumors. Silence is also a way of being mindful of the aroma of 
Christ that springs up like beautiful smelling flowers as a sign of his presence (cfr. St Therese 
the Little Flower).

4) Do not scratch your eyes, nose or face so as to provoke spreading germs. Instead 
invoke God with the Trinitarian form we so often use to begin and end prayer.

5) Disinfect frequently-touched surfaces. Touch and reverence holy things like crucifixes, 
relics, rosaries and other sacramentals.

6) Re-treat to your home when you are sick to rest and restore before returning to 
society. Go on retreat to a sanctuary and rest in God’s grace in order to restore from the 
busyness of our lives.

7) When washing your hands for 20 seconds pray the Our Father and beg God for the 
grace to get to heaven with your hands clean of sin and full of grace.

cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs.pdf

stopping the spread of



A Conversation with

facebook.com/SaintsJohnandPaulParish youtube.com/c/SaintsJohnPaul

TUESDAY, MAY 26 at 2:00 PM

OUR DEACONS

STREAMING LIVE ON
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Just a little note to let you know you 
are thought of and all you do is greatly 
appreciated! Your generosity of time and 
selflessness does not go unnoticed. Thank 
you for all you do that allows us to stay in 
touch with our church. Please be sure to take 
care of yourselves as well. God Bless you for 
sharing your time and talent.     

The greatest purpose of a human life is 
to persist in Love. Just a note to thank 
you for your extraordinary offering you 
delivered to all of us at Conway Towers. 
So many residents here are in need. 
The flyer that was enclosed will also 
enable them to feel that God remains 
with them. I personally thank you for all 
who are making this possible. 

Do you realize what you gave me? Tuna, 
chicken, sardines, macaroni, spaghetti sauce, 
Manwich, relish, super meals, pancake mix, 
oatmeal, quick mix, cereal, good brown 
sugar, beans, ready rice, bananas, cookies, 
toilet paper, etc, and best of all ensure. I 
hope you don’t get in trouble. My doctor 
wants me to gain weight. I was drinking 
ensure but couldn’t afford it anymore. I 
made everything I could think of with the 
ground meat. Now I have a variety of food. 
Since we have been self-quarantined, it’s 
hard to ask someone to risk their health to 
get me food. But you did. You are among 
the first responders. I will remember you 
in my prayers. I even have your number on 
speed dial. You are too sweet. God bless 

What a nice surprise to get your call. How 
did you know what I needed? I thank you 
with all of my heart. You never made me 
feel like I was a beggar. Please keep safe. 
This Covid 19 is really bad. Wash your 
hands and say your prayers cause God 
and germs are everywhere. God bless.

A special note of thanks to the following donors that have supported our Grouping Food Pantry:

 Economy EMS 

Ambridge Rotary

Costco

New Hope Lutheran Church
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Thank you so very much for the “Meals in Minutes” packages that you delivered to Conway 
Towers. They are wonderful to have. How very thoughtful of you to think of us during these 
uncertain times. Thank you also for offering to assist us if needed. Your kindness and generosity 
is truly appreciated. Sincerely, Sister Marjorie CSJ

“T
he

 G
oo

d
 S

am
ar

ita
n,

” 
b

y 
W

ill
ia

m
 H

en
ry

 M
ar

g
et

so
n,

 1
86

1-
19

40



P
ag

e 
Se

ve
n 

| 
 E

V
A

N
G

E
LI

O
N

 •
 S

un
d

ay
, M

ay
 2

4,
 2

02
0 

• 
g

re
at

g
ro

up
in

g
.o

rg

     efore Corona Time, we had mentioned a few 
    times in the Evangelion that we wanted to 
reach out to the Latino population that we know 
is growing in Ambridge and the surrounding 
areas. Once the world shut down and people 
had to face a world of waiting for unemployment 
checks to kick in, our Latino population faced a 
different fear. 

With no money coming in, they weren’t eligible 
for unemployment for a various number of 
reasons. Without knowing English, they couldn’t 
follow the news to see where they could turn. 
Luckily through the help of a few of the teachers 
from the school and a few visits to where 
they live, we have been able to help these 
families who are new to our area with food and 
schoolwork. Every week, we help approximately 
25 Latino families who come from Honduras, 
Guatemala, and Mexico. We have a shopper who 
shops specifically for the Latinos every week from 
New Hope Lutheran Church in Cranberry. 

The joy on their faces when they received 
plantains and papayas was priceless. A few weeks 
into Corona Time, one of the young mothers 
asked if her children could be baptized into the 
Church as soon as it is permitted. In fact, as soon 
as we can get them scheduled, we have six Latino 
children whom we will be welcoming into the 
Church through the Rite of Baptism.  Another 
family asked to have Spanish resources sent to 
them from the Diocese so they could participate 
in the virtual Mass for Spanish speakers. We were 
going to have a Spanish VBS for the first time 
ever in our parishes, but had to postpone it until a 
future date. 

Corona Time has proven to be a hardship for so 
many. Luckily, through the work of God, we have 
been able to be a light for a community that 
could have easily gotten lost in the shuffle.

CINDY DESCHAINE
Director of Faith Formation,

Beaver Valley Parishes
cdeschaine@greatgrouping.org

“the joy on 
their faces 
when they 
received 
plantains and 
papayas was 
priceless.”

A

for our

community
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Eternal rest 
grant unto them, 

O Lord, and let 
perpetual light 

shine upon them. 
May they rest

in peace.
Amen

Ronald R. Kelly, 82, of Center Twp., died Wednesday, May 6, 2020 in Concordia at Villa 
St. Joseph from complications of dementia. He was born October 10, 1937 in Harmony 
Township, to the late Daniel and Helen (Karwoski) Kelly. He was a retired supervisor for 
Bruce Plastics in Crafton and a member of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, Baden. 
Ron was an avid hunter, fisherman, golfer, and enjoyed playing the the slot machines 
and Keno. He proudly served his country during peacetime in the United States Navy. 
Preceding him in death in addition to his parents were his siblings, Daniel Kelly, Loretta 
Yurcina, Margaret Knopick, Wilma Wright, Marlene Miketa, and Donna Fisher. He is 
survived by his loving wife of 60 years, Geraldine (Dziabiak) Kelly, three children, Ronald 
Kelly of Pittsburgh, Lori (Robert) Jamery of Center Twp., Michael Kelly of Bradyville, TN., 
eight grandchildren, Colton and Nicole Kelly, Stephen (Jenny) Barnett, Sarah (Justin) 
Peek, Eva and Dallas Jamery, Michael and Josh Kelly, four great-grand-daughters, 
“His Pretty Girls” Shya and Callie Peek and Brooklyn and London Barnett. The family 
would like to thank the staff of Concordia at Villa St. Joseph for the compassionate care 
extended to Ron during his five month stay there.

Mary Elizabeth “Cookie” (Zyvith) Kedzierski, of New 
Sewickley Township, formerly of Economy Borough 
and New Alexandria, passed away peacefully in her 
home on Saturday, May 9, 2020 at the age of 83 due 
to natural causes. Born in Bovard, PA, Westmoreland 
County on February 17, 1937, she was the only child 
of the late Walter and Sophie (Balik) Zyvith. She was 
preceded in death in addition to her parents by her 
Polish love Chester “ Chay” Kedzierski  (July 22, 1998). 
Cookie was immensely proud of her Polish heritage and 
enjoyed Polka dancing with her late husband, Chay. She 
is survived by two daughters, Cynthia Palitti and Donna 
Copfer. Also surviving is one grandaughter, Jessica Palitti, 
and two very precious great-granddaughters, Adrianne 
Schubert and Corinne Schubert, the loves and joy of 
Cookie’s life! She was a member of Good Samaritan 
Parish in Ambridge. It takes a special kind of person to 
assist in taking on the burden of a family’s pain when a 
loved one is slipping away. Those individuals’ gifts of 
assistance with both physical and emotional strength 
do not go unnoticed. The family would like to extend 
their sincere gratitude to Amedisys Hospice, the office 
of Dr. James Wagner, paramedics, and Syka Funeral 
Home, who provided immense compassion while guiding 
Cookie and her family through this process with love and 
patience. In lieu of flowers, monetary donations can be 
made to: Good Samaritan Parish, 725 Glenwood Avenue, 
Ambridge, PA 15003.
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readings

Monday, may 25
ACTS 19:1-8/JN 16:29-33

tuesday, may 26
ACTS 20:17-27/JN 17:1-11A

wednesday, may 27
ACTS 20:28-38/JN 17:11B-19

thursday, may 28
ACTS 22:30; 23:6-11/JN 17:20-26

friday, may 29
ACTS 25:13B-21/JN 21:15-19

saturday, may 30 
ACTS 28:16-20, 30-31/JN 21:20-25

sunday, may 31
ACTS 2:1-11/1COR 12:3B-7,12-13/JN 20:19-23

mass intentions 
Our clergy team will be celebrating a private 
Mass daily and will include all scheduled 
Mass Intentions at their private Masses. 

Betty Jane Connelly  (John Connelly)

Deceased of Colella & Dascanio Families 
(Mary Ann Colella & Family)

Leo Klimek (Daughter, Millie Hoffman)

Barb Sulkowski (Mr. & Mrs. David Byrd)

Bill LaRue (Family)

Brandon Alexander (Mom)

Albert F. Jones (Alexander Family)

Louis Tovey (Family and Friends)

In Thanksgiving for  Blessings Received 

Great Grouping Priests

Alex Gaudino (Mr. & Mrs. Powell)

Robert Rusnak (Family)
 

our gifts to god

Good Samaritan

Weekly Offering—$3,299
Online Giving—$1,448
Parish Share to date—

$25,643

St. John the Baptist

Weekly Offering—$739

 Parish Share to date—

$4,680 

Our Lady of Peace
 

Weekly Offertory—$2,565
Online Giving—$1,781
Parish Share to date—    

$20,378

saints john & Paul

Offertory Envelopes—$5,390 

Offertory eCatholic—$7,244

Parish Share—$1,805

For the weekend of May 17
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Contact Sue Novosel to place an ad today! 
snovosel@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6318 

FASMO Automotive
Service & Towing LLC

1401 Duss Ave., Ambridge, PA

Michael Savka
owner

724.266.8100
fasmoauto1@gmail.com

 CAREGIVER SUPPORT PROGRAM 
 FOCUS ON THE CAREGIVER

For Caregivers of older adults &
Grandparents raising grandchildren
Complete an assessment, financial verification, 
and a care manager will create a care plan that 
may include benefits counseling, caregiver 
training and emotional support. 

 Beaver County Office on Aging
Call Teresa 724-847-2262 CSP@bcoa.us

Reimbursement for:
• Respite care

• Qualified caregiving
 expenses

• Home modification or 
 assistive devices

• Child enrichment programs

• Referral to Support Groups

	 “Advocate	for	those	who	can’t,	support	those	who	can,	and	ensure	all
	 long-term	care	consumers	live	with	dignity	and	respect.	“

 Long-term Care Ombudsman
 Join our team and become a volunteer Ombudsman

Staff and volunteer Ombudsmen make visits to nursing 
& personal care homes, investigate complaints about quality 

of care and offer assistance to resolve problems to the 
satisfaction of the resident.

Need help? Call the Ombudsman hotline 724-480-8589
BEAVER COUNTY OFFICE ON AGING OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM

1020 8TH AVE BEAVER FALLS, PA 15010

call teresa 724-847-2262 or email OMBUDSMAN@BCOA.US
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Schweikert Greenhouse
320 Wallrose Heights Road • Baden

$4 OFF PURCHASE OF $30
www.schweikertgreenhouse.com

724-561-3191 or 724-630-1316

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1441

TRAVEL JUNCTION
Travel Agency

192 Ohio River Blvd., Ambridge

Off: (724) 266-5715
www.traveljunctioninc.com
 (724) 869-9500 • Complete Auto Service
 • Towing
 • Equipment • Fuels

 201 Eleventh Street  Chester Cercone, Manager
 Conway, PA 15027  www.cerconesales.com

John Syka Funeral Home
833 Kennedy Drive, Ambridge
John C. Syka, Supervisor

David J. Syka, 3rd Generation

724-266-2150
Family owned since 1951

Herb Bloxson, Owner

724-869-3800 • 724-869-2651

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

201 State Street, Baden • 724-770-0950
serving the community for over 38 years

When your family 
is faced with 

a disaster, call on 
our family to 
help you out.

Fox’s Pizza Den
1204 Merchant St.

Ambridge, PA 15003

(724) 266-3630

Law Offices of

aylor & Alsko

Robert J. Taylor & Rob Alsko
 337 Merchant St. • Ambridge, PA 15003

(724) 266-2370
rjt52@hotmail.com

Pietroboni
Mechanical, Inc.
Heating • Air Conditioning
1411 Merchant Street • PA# 003396

724-266-2100 • PMI2100.com

RINGEL’S CERAMICS
Parishioner

GREENWARE, BISQUE
FINISHED PRODUCTS, CLASSES

724-266-1993
ringelceramics@comcast.net

Helen Ringel - Owner
549 MERCHANT STREET, AMBRIDGE

K
REGISTERED 
MASTER PLUMBER 
FULLY INSURED

724-622-4145

PARISHIONER

HOW “KAN” 
I HELP YOU?

Jessica Madden Briggs
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1527 Duss Ave., Ambridge, PA 15003
724-266-5500

Wills • Powers of Attorney 
Long Term Care Planning • Guardianships

Estate Administration 

10% off
all regular menu priced items

with this coupon only. Only 

good at  Leetsdale Pizza Joe’s

PJ69

Bradley S. Dornish | Parishioner
BDornish@Dornish.net

A law firm handling business and real estate contracts and 
lawsuits, wills and estates. Free consults available by phone or in 
our convenient new Wexford office. PA licensed title insurance 

agency and real estate closing company.

412-765-2726 | info@dornish.net | www.dornish.net

 
2500 Brooktree Rd. Suite 301 | Wexford, PA 15090

ECONOMY
PLUMBING AND HEATING COMPANY, INC.
AIR CONDITIONING INSTALLATION AND SERVICE

HOT WATER & STEAM HEATING
PLUMBING & HEATING REPAIRS & REPLACEMENT 

AND SUPPLIES, HARDWARE
Charles W. Lindauere & Mark J. Lindauere, Owners

407 State St., Baden, PA | Mon-Fri 8-5 • Sat 8-1
724-869-9310

Receive a FREE Vacuum & FREE 
Window/Dash towel with every Tunnel Wash!

283 Johnson Ave • Baden (Behind McDonalds)

No Better Value in beaver county!!

Join our Unlimited 
Car Wash Club or 

Bronze, Gold, Platinum 
Wash Books!

 T. ROSINSKY
 ROOFING

A U.S. VETERAN OWNED ROOFING COMPANY
Specializing in complete roof replacement
Locally Owned & Operated 
CALL 724-630-3207

PA#045294

NO MONEY DOWN 
F R E E EST I M AT ES

Now Serving our Members in 2 Locations:
 2000 Main Street, Aliquippa, PA 15001 384 State Street, Baden, PA 15005
 724-375-0488 724-869-3500



beaver valley
good samaritan 

st. john the baptist
our lady of peace

(724) 266-6565

franklin park
saints john & paul

(724) 935-2104How is God working in your life?
greatgrouping.org/share

the week ahead

9:00 AM Good Samaritan
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
5:30 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
6:30 PM Good Samaritan

9:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
6:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

9:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
1st Friday 6:30 PM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
3:00 PM CONFESSION at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Good Samaritan
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul (Church)
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Saints John & Paul (Church)

7:30 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM CONFESSION at St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
10:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
11:00 AM Good Samaritan
11:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
6:00 PM 1st Sunday Spanish Mass at Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

For Maronite Mass times, check greatgrouping.org
For Holy Day & Holiday times, please see Week Ahead

help lines

24 Hour Child Abuse Hotline
1-800-932-0313

Crisis Pregnancy Option Line
1-800-395-4357

Post-Abortion Healing/Project Rachel
(412) 456-3167

Pittsburgh Diocese Victim Assistance
1-888-808-1235

Crisis Management Services
1-888-796-8226

eucharistic adoration
As Catholics, we believe that Christ becomes truly present within the Blessed 
Sacrament.  As promised by Him, His Presence is abiding, not something that 
vanishes at the conclusion of Mass. During Eucharistic Adoration, we can sit 
silently in His Presence and open ourselves to His Graces.

MONDAY–FRIDAY from 8:00 AM–8:00 PM at Our Lady of Peace
PERPETUALLY at Saints John & Paul, in the Grotto Chapel
Please see Week Ahead Calendar for Holiday Schedule.

M

T

W

F

S

Th

Su

       regular mass & confession times

Father Jay Donahue, Administrator—(412) 697-5876 | seefrjay@gmail.com
Father John Batykefer, Sr. Parochial Vicar—(724) 470-6689 | frjjb317@gmail.com

Father Michael Roche, Parochial Vicar—fatherroche@gmail.com
Father Joe Carr, Parish Chaplain—(412) 867-8673 | frjoecarr@me.com

Father Antoine Kairouz, Maronite Priest-in-residence
Deacon Anthony Giordano, Deacon James Olson, Deacon Tom Boucek

greatgrouping.org/share

marketing@greatgrouping.org

ORSHARE
your

story!

ALL SCHEDULED EVENTS
HAVE BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE

Confessions have resumed in the Great 
Grouping! Check the website for the 
current Confession schedule.

Tabernacle will be visible:
Good Samaritan—7th & Glenwood doors
St. John the Baptist—Linmore St. doors
Our Lady of Peace—3rd Ave. doors

Adoration Available:
For the most recent Adoration 
availability please see our website.

PLEASE CHECK 
THE WEBSITE 
FOR CURRENT 

MASS AND 
ADORATION 

RESTRICTIONS


