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Scripture Speaks
Let God reveal Himself to you in 

His Word. As you reflect on these 
readings, feel free to use available 

space to make notes, mark, or 
highlight anything that speaks to you.

16th Sunday of Ordinary Time   +  July 18, 2021
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FIRST READING—Jer 23:1-6
Woe to the shepherds
who mislead and scatter the flock of my pasture,
says the LORD. 
Therefore, thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,
against the shepherds who shepherd my people:
You have scattered my sheep and driven them away. 
You have not cared for them,
but I will take care to punish your evil deeds. 
I myself will gather the remnant of my flock
from all the lands to which I have driven them
and bring them back to their meadow;
there they shall increase and multiply. 
I will appoint shepherds for them who will shepherd them
so that they need no longer fear and tremble;
and none shall be missing, says the LORD.

    Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD,
        when I will raise up a righteous shoot to David;
    as king he shall reign and govern wisely,
        he shall do what is just and right in the land.
    In his days Judah shall be saved,
        Israel shall dwell in security.
    This is the name they give him:
        “The LORD our justice.”

RESPONSORIAL—Psalm 23:1-3, 3-4, 5, 6
Response:  The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
    In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
beside restful waters he leads me; he refreshes my soul.

He guides me in right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; 
for you are at my side
with your rod and your staff that give me courage.

You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for years to come.
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THE NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible 
and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father 
before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.

GOSPEL—Mark 6:30-34
The apostles gathered together with Jesus and reported all they had done and taught. 
He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” 
People were coming and going in great numbers, and they had no opportunity even to 
eat. So they went off in the boat by themselves to a deserted place.  People saw them 
leaving and many came to know about it. They hastened there on foot from all the towns
and arrived at the place before them.

When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart was moved with pity for them,
for they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.

SECOND READING—Ephesians 2:13-18
Brothers and sisters:
In Christ Jesus you who once were far off have become near by the blood of Christ.

For he is our peace, he who made both one and broke down the dividing wall of enmity, 
through his flesh, abolishing the law with its commandments and legal claims, that he 
might create in himself one new person in place of the two, thus establishing peace,
and might reconcile both with God, in one body, through the cross, putting that enmity 
to death by it.  He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those 
who were near, for through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.



A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JAY

    ummertime is an opportunity to rest! To get away from our normal routine and hopefully enjoy 
     God’s creation. One way is to pray prayers that let us entrust to Jesus those areas of our life with 
which we struggle, and which keep us from resting. Here is a powerful prayer of Trust:

From the belief that I have to earn Your love;
From the fear that I am unlovable;
From the fear that trusting You will leave me more destitute;
From all suspicion of Your words and promises;
From the rebellion against childlike dependency on You;
From anxiety about the future;
From resentment or excessive preoccupation with the past;
From disbelief in Your love and presence;
From the belief that my life has no meaning or worth;
Deliver me, Jesus.

That not knowing what tomorrow brings is an invitation 
to lean on You;

That You are continually holding me, sustaining me, loving me;

That Your love goes deeper than my sins and failings, 
and transforms me;

That you are with me in my suffering;

That my suffering, united to Your own, will bear fruit in this life 
and the next;

That You will not leave me orphaned, that You are present 
in Your Church;

That You give me the grace to accept forgiveness and 
to forgive others;

That my life is a gift;

That You are my Lord and my God, that I am Your beloved one;

Jesus, I trust in you. Amen.
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“God further moved into my 
life by letting me be Confirmed 
and receiving his Holy Spirit.”

—Savanna Jones



BOBBY ALOE
Facilities Director

baloe@greatgrouping.org
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Back in the early 90’s, the Diocese of Pittsburgh asked parishes in small 
towns such as Ambridge to form a task force to explore the future 
of the Catholic Church in local communities. Because of declining 
population and the decreasing number of priests, changes would have 
to be made—namely closing churches, and forming new parishes.

As a young Catholic in my mid 20’s it was very emotional for me. 
What if my church closed? I was baptized in that church, made my 
first Holy Communion as well as my Confirmation there! It seemed so 
unfathomable; churches do not close.

Fast forward to July 2, 1994, a new parish was created: Good 
Samaritan. It was then I had a revelation that my church didn’t close. 
Yes, Christ the King Parish no longer existed, but my church wasn’t 
those four walls. I was a member of the Catholic Church. I have fond 
memories of Christ the King, memories that will last a lifetime.

When the five Catholic communities in Ambridge merged into one 
parish, things changed. We now worshipped with our friends who once 
belonged to other parishes. We made new friends. The Church was 
active, we shared our traditions whether it was social or religious, it was 
now part of our new church.

On May 8, 1904 the first Catholic Mass was celebrated in Ambridge. It 
was held on the third floor of the Ambridge Savings and Trust Building. 
They gathered as one Faith to celebrate and receive Jesus in the 
Eucharist. It wasn’t about the building.

Here we are in 2021, facing the same challenges. Will the upcoming 
merger be hard? Yes, it will. Will it be emotional? Yes, it will. Can we do 
it? Yes, we can!

As we move forward in this process, I ask all of you to do one thing: 
Instead of dwelling on all the negatives, I would like each of you to 
think of one positive that will come of our upcoming merger. If you 
would like to share it with me, you can send me an email at baloe@
greatgrouping.org. Then in a future Evangelion, we can share all of our 
positive thoughts.

Let’s work together to make this the best merger in the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh.



S

2021 WORKDAYS
JULY 31

SEPTEMBER 11
OCTOBER 23

greatgrouping.org/senior-connection
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I really enjoy using my skills to improve the lives of senior citizens 
by making repairs to their homes.  Many seniors are no longer 
capable of doing the work themselves or are not in a position 
to pay contractors to get the work done.  So, by providing this 
service I am making thier homes safer and their environment a bit 
brighter. 

—Bill Zitelli

   enior Connection is a program, staffed by volunteers, designed to help seniors 

maintain their homes when they can no longer do it themselves or when they 

cannot afford to hire a contractor/handyman to perform the work. Anyone can help 

(under 18 must be accompanied by a parent). No special skills are required but 

are always appreciated. All that is needed is a willing spirit to sacrifice a Saturday 

to help someone in need. If you can dig, trim or rake, you’re qualified! If you can 

patch, tape, or paint, you’re qualified! If you want to learn some skills, you are 

welcome too. If you can wire a plug, install a faucet, hang a door—wow, we can 

really use you! If you are a true do-it-yourselfer with a wide variety of handyman 

skills or capable of doing yardwork, we are in desperate need of site leaders.

Last year, despite COVID, Senior Connection completed four workdays. We 

worked entirely on outdoor projects where we could work safely and maintain 

social distancing. We will continue focusing on outdoor projects this year until the 

CDC gives us the all clear.

Senior Connection provides five opportunities each year for you to serve. Each 

senior’s home has a site coordinator who has examined the work to be done, 

designs a work plan, and brings supplies for the site. You simply need to show up 

with your safety glasses, gloves, hearing protection and your lunch (and often a 

paint brush). You can volunteer for as many workdays as fit your schedule but when 

you do volunteer you are asked to commit to the full day which begins with Mass 

at Saints John & Paul and concludes at about 4PM. You are then welcome back to 

the church to celebrate the day among new friends with some refreshments.

So, mark your calendar now if this sounds like a program where you can serve. It’s a 

great way to serve God and your neighbor.
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announcementsannouncements from around the grouping from around the grouping
greatgrouping.org/announcements
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offertory baskets
Beginning on the weekend of July 10 & 11 the 
baskets to collect the weekly offerings during the 
offertory song were brought back. Thank you for your 
patience as we worked out the details involved. 

faith formation registration
Registration is open for the 2021-2022 Faith 
Formation year. We offer classes from Birth to 8th 

grade. greatgrouping.org/formation.

summer story hour
Summer Story Hour for children 2-10 years old will 
be on Wednesdays in August from 10:00-11:00 AM 
at Our Lady of Peace. Parents/Grandparents are 
welcome to stay. 

OLOP 80TH BIRTHDAY
Save the Date! On Saturday, August 14, we will 
celebrate the 80th birthday of Our Lady of Peace 
with a Liturgy at 4:00 PM followed by a reception in 
Stephens Hall. All are welcome!

lifeteen summer events
All high school teens in the grouping are invited to join 
us for our High School Bonfires and Breakfast Club 
events during the summer. Bonfires are on Tuesdays 
at 7 PM at Saints John & Paul and Breakfast Club 
are on Thursdays beginning with 9 AM Mass at 
Saints John & Paul. Questions? Contact Nick at 
nsciarappa@greatgrouping.org 

PA March for life
Mark your calendars to March for Life in Harrisburg! 
The first-ever Pennsylvania March for Life will take 
place on Monday, September 27 at the State Capitol 
in Harrisburg. Join with fellow pro-life Pennsylvanians 
in urging our state legislators to enact laws that will 
protect the lives of ALL Pennsylvanians! The Great 
Grouping will have a bus going to the March. Sign-
ups will begin in late August. Mark your calendar and 
plan to join us!

GREAT GROUPING Merger FAQ
Many questions and concerns have been raised 
regarding our merger process we would like to 
answer them for you. Questions can be submitted 
to questions@greatgrouping.org. Information about 
the merger and frequently asked questions can be 
found at greatgrouping.org/merger. 

mental health awareness
Please join us at Saints John & Paul on Wednesday, 
July 28 at 7:00 PM as Adam Ward, School 
Psychologist at Chartiers Valley SD and Dr. Anthony 
Isacco, Psychology Professor at Chatham University 
discuss current mental health needs in our children, 
adolescents, and adults. We will also discuss the 
relationship between faith and mental health as well 
as how to access needed resources and supports 
such as strategies to find a good counselor. Ideas on 
how to deepen the mental health ministry within the 
Great Grouping are invited and appreciated. The 
presenters plan to keep our time together informal, 
conversational, with opportunities for Q & A. 

six steps to sanity
Six Steps to SANITY Ministry  is a safe, confidential 
environment that offers support and tools to 
families dealing with a loved one’s substance abuse. 
The next session is starting at  Saints John & Paul 
Wednesday, July 28 at 7:00 PM in the lower level of 
the  CDC Room 8 & 9. Six Steps to SANITY is a faith-
based ministry and support group for people who 
are dealing with addiction in their families.  Please 
contact Chico (724) 612-6991 or ChicoFicerai1@
gmail.com. 

bus trip to amish country
The Apostolate ministry of the Great Grouping,  is 
sponsoring a bus trip to three Amish towns in Ohio 
on September 25. $75.00 per person. Seating is 
limited.  Please call Jackie (724) 869-9908 or Ellen 
(724) 869-3320 for reservations or information. 

Irish dinner
Please join us for an Irish dinner show at Our Lady 
of Peace Church—Stephen’s Hall.  We will turn the 
hall into an old fashioned Irish pub with s all the wee 
little Irish fixings!  Saturday, October 23 following 
the 4:00 PM Mass. Cost of the dinner show, which 
includes all of the above is $35 per person. For 
information or reservations please call Jackie (724) 
869-9908 or Ellen (724) 869-3320.  

spanish cookout
Every 2 weeks after the Spanish Mass, we have a 
cookout in the parking lot of Good Samaritan. The 
next cook out is scheduled for July 25. If you would 
like to come and meet the Spanish speaking brothers 
and sisters of our community, please join us!
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our gifts to god

this week we remember

mass intentions & readings 

Monday, July 19 (Ex 14:5-18/Mt 12:38-42)
8:00 AM Good Samaritan • Deborah Iorio (Shirley Heater & Barb Jurcak)

tuesday, July 20 (Ex 14:21—15:1/Mt 12:46-50)
6:30 PM Good Samaritan • Edna & Jim Kremmel (Kathleen & Jan)

wednesday, July 21 (Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Mt 13:1-9)
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist • Ed & Gerri Fabanich’s 50th Wedding Anniversary (Andrea Zeranick)

thursday, july 22 (Sgs 3:1-4b/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18)
8:00 AM Our Lady of Peace • Mick DiTommaso (Wife & Family)

friday, july 23 (Ex 20:1-17/Mt 13:18-23)
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist • For the Poor Souls in Purgatory 

saturday, july 24 (Ex 24:3-8/Mt 13:24-30)
4:00 PM Our Lady of Peace • Jean & Walter Kroczek (Bob & Diane Marr & Daughters)
4:00 PM St. John the Baptist • Margaret Mannion (Mary E. Loedding)

sunday, july 25 (2 Kgs 4:42-44/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15)
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist • Gawaldo Family (Jason)
9:00 AM Good Samaritan • Rose Dziack (Derochis Family)
11:00 AM Good Samaritan • Fortunato & Teresa Rigano (Sons, Anthony & Dominic Rigano)
4:00 PM Good Samaritan Spanish Mass • Francisco Diaz & Antonia Gonzalez (Gil Diaz)

BLESSED MOTHER SHRINE CANDLE
     (GS) In Memory of Carmela Pucci

by Daughter, Rachel

SANCTUARY CANDLE
 (GS) In Memory of Eugenia Eross

by Family

(SJ) In Memory of Ellen & Tom Napoleon
by Donna Napoleon

ALTAR FLOWERS
(OLOP)  In Memory of Pat Crawford

by Cindy Deschaine

BREAD & WINE
(SJ) In Memory of Margaret Mannion

by Mary E. Loedding

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
(OLOP) In Memory of David A. Bucka, Sr. 

With love by Jocelyn, Zachary & Nicolas Bucka

(OLOP) In Memory of Ron Powaski
By Andrew Powaski 

OUR FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Joseph Lojek

Parishioner of Good Samaritan

Yarmilla Sivy
Parishioner of Good Samaritan

beaver valley 
parishes

Total Offertory—$12,211

PSP to date—$89,955

saints
john & paul

Total Offertory—$20,455

Parish Share—$9,741

For the weekend of July 4

beaver valley 
parishes

Total Offertory—$12,981

PSP to date—$91,478

saints
john & paul

Total Offertory—$

Parish Share—$

For the weekend of July 11
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Contact Sue Novosel to place an ad today! 
snovosel@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6318 

FASMO AutomotiveFASMO Automotive
Service & Towing LLCService & Towing LLC

1401 Duss Ave., Ambridge, PA
Michael Savka

owner

724.266.8100
fasmoauto1@gmail.com

Need help to resolve a problem?
Call your Ombudsman!

We are trained to protect your rights as a
resident in a nursing home or personal care 

facility. We can investigate and help you resolve 
problems. You are important to us!

Beaver County Office on Aging Ombudsman Department
Toll free 1-888-548-2262  email Ombudsman@bcoa.us

	Ombudsman	Confidential	Phone	
 724-480-8589

Beaver County Office on Aging
724-847-2262 • email CSP@bcoa.us

$$ Expense Reimbursement: respite care, 
nutritional & incontinence supplies, home 

modification, personal emergency response button, 
and child enrichment programs

Caregivers of older adults & Grandparents
raising grandchildren in their home

CAREGIVER SUPPORT PROGRAM
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TRAVEL JUNCTION
Travel Agency

192 Ohio River Blvd., Ambridge

Off: (724) 266-5715
www.traveljunctioninc.com

John Syka Funeral Home
833 Kennedy Drive, Ambridge
John C. Syka, Supervisor

David J. Syka, 3rd Generation

724-266-2150
Family owned since 1951

Herb Bloxson, OwnerHerb Bloxson, Owner

724-869-3800 • 724-869-2651

Fox’s Pizza Den
1204 Merchant St.

Ambridge, PA 15003

(724) 266-3630

Law Offices of

aylor & Alskoaylor & Alsko

Robert J. Taylor & Rob Alsko
 337 Merchant St. • Ambridge, PA 15003

(724) 266-2370
rjt52@hotmail.com

RINGEL’S CERAMICS
Parishioner

GREENWARE, BISQUE
FINISHED PRODUCTS, CLASSES

724-266-1993
ringelceramics@comcast.net

Helen Ringel - Owner
549 MERCHANT STREET, AMBRIDGE

Jessica Madden Briggs
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1527 Duss Ave., Ambridge, PA 15003
724-266-5500

Wills • Powers of Attorney 
Long Term Care Planning • Guardianships

Estate Administration 

 T. ROSINSKY
 ROOFING

A U.S. VETERAN OWNED ROOFING COMPANY
Specializing in complete roof replacement
Locally Owned & Operated 
CALL 724-630-3207

PA#045294

NO MONEY DOWN 
F R E E EST I M AT ES

3 Quaker Village Shopping Center
Leetsdale, PA 15056

610-492-2988
ScoziosSalon.com

Pietroboni
Mechanical, Inc.
Heating • Air Conditioning
1411 Merchant Street • PA# 003396
724-266-2100 • PMI2100.com
 parishioner

Bradley S. Dornish | Parishioner
BDornish@Dornish.net

A law firm handling business and real estate contracts and 
lawsuits, wills and estates. Free consults available by phone or in 
our convenient new Wexford office. PA licensed title insurance 

agency and real estate closing company.

412-765-2726 | info@dornish.net | www.dornish.net

 
2500 Brooktree Rd. Suite 301 | Wexford, PA 15090



beaver valley
725 Glenwood Avenue

Ambridge, PA 15003

(724) 266-6565

good samaritan 
st. john the baptist
our lady of peace

How is God working in your life?
greatgrouping.org/share

help lines

24 Hour Child Abuse Hotline
1-800-932-0313

Crisis Pregnancy Option Line
1-800-395-4357

Post-Abortion Healing/Project Rachel
(412) 456-3167

Pittsburgh Diocese Victim Assistance
1-888-808-1235

Crisis Management Services
1-888-796-8226

eucharistic adoration
As Catholics, we believe that Christ becomes truly present within the Blessed 
Sacrament.  As promised by Him, His Presence is abiding, not something that 
vanishes at the conclusion of Mass. During Eucharistic Adoration, we can sit 
silently in His Presence and open ourselves to His Graces. Adoration available 
at Our Lady of Peace, Monday-Thursday 8AM-8PM and at Saints John & Paul, 
Sunday-Friday 8AM-8PM.

       regular mass & confession times

Father Jay Donahue, Administrator—(412) 697-5876 | seefrjay@gmail.com
Father John Batykefer, Sr. Parochial Vicar—(724) 470-6689 | frjjb317@gmail.com

Father Michael Roche, Parochial Vicar—fatherroche@gmail.com
Father Joe Carr, Parish Chaplain—(412) 867-8673 | frjoecarr@me.com

Father Antoine Kairouz, Maronite Priest-in-residence
Deacon Anthony Giordano, Deacon James Olson, Deacon Tom Boucek

M

T

W

F

S

Th

Su

8:00 AM Good Samaritan
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul 

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul 
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
5:30 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
6:30 PM Good Samaritan

8:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul 

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul 
8:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
6:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul 

8:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
1st Friday 7:00 PM Saints John & Paul 

9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
3:00 PM CONFESSION at Our Lady of Peace
3:00 PM CONFESSION at St. John the Baptist
4:00 PM Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM Vigil Mass at St. John the Baptist
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul 
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Saints John & Paul 

7:30 AM Saints John & Paul 
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul 
9:00 AM Good Samaritan
11:00 AM Saints John & Paul
11:00 AM Good Samaritan
11:00 AM Our Lady of Peace (Maronite)
4:00 PM Good Samaritan (Spanish)
7:00 PM Saints John & Paul

For Holy Day & Holiday times, please see Week Ahead

the week ahead

LABOR DAY WEEKEND
September 2-5

Monday, July 19
6:30 PM Grief Share (GS)

Tuesday, July 20
10:00 AM Outreach Samaritan Kitchen (SJ) 
5:30 PM Confessions (GS)
5:30 PM St. Vincent DePaul Meeting (GS) 
 

Wednesday, July 21
Nothing Scheduled

Thursday, July 22
Nothing Scheduled

Friday, July 23
7:00 PM Marian Prayer Group (GS)

Saturday, July 24
3:00 PM Confessions (OLOP) 
3:00 PM Confessions (SJB) 
4:00 PM Praise Band at Mass (SJB)

Sunday, July 25
5:00 PM Latino Cookout (GS)

 


