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Scripture Speaks
Let God reveal Himself to you in 

His Word. As you reflect on these 
readings, feel free to use available 

space to make notes, mark, or 
highlight anything that speaks to you.

21st Sunday of Ordinary Time   +  August 22, 2021
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FIRST READING—Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b
Joshua gathered together all the tribes of Israel at Shechem,
summoning their elders, their leaders,
their judges, and their officers. 
When they stood in ranks before God,
Joshua addressed all the people:
“If it does not please you to serve the LORD,
decide today whom you will serve,
the gods your fathers served beyond the River
or the gods of the Amorites in whose country you are now 
dwelling. As for me and my household, we will serve the 
LORD.”

But the people answered,
“Far be it from us to forsake the LORD
for the service of other gods. 
For it was the LORD, our God,
who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt,
out of a state of slavery. 
He performed those great miracles before our very eyes
and protected us along our entire journey
and among the peoples through whom we passed. 
Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.”

RESPONSORIAL—Psalm 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21
Response: Taste and see, O taste and see, taste and see the goodness of God.

Taste and see, O taste and see, taste and see the goodness of God. Glory, glory to 
God most high, glory, blessing and praise. With one voice, O people, Rejoice in our 
God, who hears the cry of all in need. (R.)

Who has fashioned the earth and sky, who created the deep, who exalts the lowly 
and sets captives free, who opens the door to all those who seek. (R.)

Oh, the love of God! Become flesh of our flesh, so that we might live in glory. (R.)

Text: Based on Psalm 34:9, 2–4; 136:5–6; Luke 1:52. Text and music © 1988, Bob Hurd. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.



P
ag

e 
Th

re
e 

 |
  E

V
A

N
G

E
LI

O
N

 •
 S

un
d

ay
, A

ug
us

t 
22

, 2
02

1 
• 

g
re

at
g

ro
up

in
g

.o
rg

THE NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible 
and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father 
before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.

GOSPEL— John 6:60-69
Many of Jesus’ disciples who were listening said, “This saying is hard; who can accept it?”
Since Jesus knew that his disciples were murmuring about this, he said to them, “Does this 
shock you? What if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 
It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you 
are Spirit and life. But there are some of you who do not believe.” Jesus knew from the 
beginning the ones who would not believe and the one who would betray him.  And he 
said,“For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him 
by my Father.”

As a result of this, many of his disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer 
accompanied him. Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to leave?”  Simon 
Peter answered him, “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.”

SECOND READING—Ephesians 5:2a, 25-32
Brothers and sisters:
Live in love, as Christ loved us. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the church
and handed himself over for her to sanctify her, cleansing her by the bath of water with the 
word, that he might present to himself the church in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. So also husbands should love 
their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one hates his 
own flesh but rather nourishes and cherishes it, even as Christ does the church, because 
we are members of his body. 
   
    For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother and be joined to his wife,
    and the two shall become one flesh. 

This is a great mystery, but I speak in reference to Christ and the church.



heavenly

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JAY
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     ust the other day we saw several Steelers including Troy Polamalu and Coach Bill 
    Cowher enshrined in the NFL Hall of Fame. Cowher ended his speech holding up 
rosaries! 

The way pro athletes and coaches sacrifice themselves for the team—and a select few of them 
make to Canton, Ohio—is a metaphor for a destiny even harder to achieve: Heaven and being 
enshrined as a saint. 

It’s impossible to get to heaven without Jesus Christ! So, Mary and the saints now desire more 
than ever to lead us to Jesus. Let’s follow in the line of great hall of famers to be courageous 
witnesses (even if it means dying for the Lord as a martyr). Here is an example of a Heavenly 
Hall of Famer…

“I don’t know what’s going to become of you!” How many 
parents have said that? Maximilian Mary Kolbe’s reaction 
was, “I prayed very hard to Our Lady—the Immaculata—
to tell me what would happen to me. She appeared, 
holding in her hands two crowns, one white, one red. She 
asked if I would like to have them—one was for purity, the 
other for martyrdom. I said, ‘I choose both.’ She smiled 
and disappeared.” After that he was not the same. He 
was ordained a priest at the age of 24.

In 1941, Father Kolbe was arrested by the Nazis and 
imprisoned at Auschwitz.

When a prisoner escaped, the commandant announced 
that 10 men would die. As they were being marched away 
to the starvation bunkers, Number 16670 dared to step 
from the line, saying, “I would like to take that man’s 
place. He has a wife and children.”

The commandant, dumbfounded, kicked Sergeant 
Francis Gajowniczek out of line and ordered Fr. Kolbe 
to go with the nine. In the “block of death” they were 
ordered to strip naked, and their slow starvation began 
in darkness. But there was no screaming—the prisoners 
sang. By the eve of the Assumption, four were left alive. 
The jailer came to finish Kolbe off as he sat in a corner 
praying. He lifted his fleshless arm to receive the bite of 
the hypodermic needle. It was filled with carbolic acid. 
They burned his body with all the others. Fr. Kolbe was 
beatified in 1971 and canonized in 1982.

Father Kolbe’s death was not a sudden, last-minute act 
of heroism. His whole life had been a preparation. His 
holiness was a limitless, passionate desire to convert the 
whole world to God. And his beloved Immaculata was his 
inspiration.

From franciscanmedia.org



BAPTIZED IN THE FAITH
Sienna Rae Meerdo

Baptized   
June 5, 2021
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   heard a beautiful story about the afghans given out at Christmastime 
   through our Mary’s Mantle Apostolate Ministry at Our Lady of Peace.  
Although we hear so many say thank you, and get to see smiles and tears 
from the patients and people who receive them, this story touched me. 

I received a phone call about a cancer patient who was given an afghan at 
Christmastime from us. Although this lady was not religious, she decided 
to bring the afghan to the hospital with her when she was undergoing an 
operation to remove the cancer. After the operation, while in recovery, she 
felt very cold; she was shivering, and no matter what the nurses did she 
couldn’t get warm or comfortable. The nurse asked her if she wanted the 
afghan she brought with her.   Immediately, when the afghan covered her, 
she felt warmth and peace inside her. She wanted to know who made the 
afghan. Now she is recovering nicely. This touched her very much.

We distributed about 80 afghans this year, about 300-400 total throughout 
the years. I couldn’t tell her who made her afghan but could tell her these 
afghans are made with love and prayers from many people.  I’m sure she 
felt the love that was put into her blanket!  

Please know that if you are donating an afghan or lap afghan to our 
ministry, you are helping and comforting people more than you know.  
We’ve received calls already from people asking if we are giving them to 
patients and homebound again this Christmastime. The answer is YES, 
please help us continue making this a success every year.  Every afghan/lap 
afghan is given out to people who can use one to brighten their day. Many 
people have no one to visit them. Their response always is, “I can’t believe 
someone was thinking of me.” Although we don’t distribute these until 
the end of the year, anytime one is made and donated to us, it gets saved 
to give out when needed. If you know of someone in December who is a 
patient in a nursing home, Veteran’s home, or is homebound please let us 
know and we will try to deliver one to them. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with all! 

For questions, please call Jackie at (724) 869-9908. 



announcementsannouncements from around the grouping from around the grouping
greatgrouping.org/announcements
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adoration
Why Adoration? A parishioner shared with us 
“Adoration has given me a deeper understanding 
of my faith.” Come and feel the soothing silence for 
yourself! Adoration is available  Monday-Thursday 
from 8AM-8PM at Our Lady of Peace in Conway. 

confession
Confession is available after every daily and weekend 
Mass, Tuesdays at 5:30 PM at Good Samaritan, and 
Saturdays at 3 PM at both Our Lady of Peace and St. 
John the Baptist.

Madonna & child statue
If you would like to take the Madonna and Child 
statue into your home please contact Jackie at (724) 
869-9908. The statue and a  small notebook are 
located on the table near the side entrance along 
with baskets for any intentions.  

faith formation registration
Registration is open for the 2021-2022 Faith 
Formation year. We offer classes from Birth to 8th 

grade. greatgrouping.org/formation.

alpha
We will be starting a new Evangelization program in 
the Beaver Valley parishes called Alpha. Alpha is a 
series of sessions exploring the basics of the Christian 
faith. Alpha programming will  begin in January 2022. 
In September, we will be running training sessions 
for anyone interested in joining the ALPHA Team in 
any capacity. If you feel called to join in on the team 
please contact Cindy Deschaine at cdeschaine@
greatgrouping.org. 

 weekend river trip
Set out over the deep waters, and encounter God 
in the beauty of nature!  On September 18 and 19, 
Fr Jay and David Belczyk will be taking a 2-day, 35 
mile canoe trip down the Allegheny River, through 
lush forests and tranquil valleys.  We will camp on an 
island, where we will celebrate a sunrise Mass.  Join 
us for prayer, friendship, fellowship, and discovery.  
Families with children are especially encouraged to 
come.  For details, questions, and to reserve a spot on 
the trip, please contact Good Samaritan parishioner 
David Belczyk: davidbelczyk@gmail.com or at (412) 
523-0055. 

Annual Music Ministry 
Appreciation Picnic

Attention all music ministers from the Beaver Valley 
Parishes: As a thank you for your dedication and 
hard work over the past year, you are invited a picnic 
on Thursday, August 26, 4:30 – 8:00 PM at Walker 
Park (in Edgeworth Borough). Bring your family, lawn 
chairs, games, a dessert, or side dish. Hamburgers, 
hot dogs, drinks and condiments will be provided. 
For directions and/or more details, email Bridget at 
bjarsulic@greatgrouping.org.

mass schedule
Beginning Saturday, September 11, the updated 
interim schedule will include these items: 

• 9:00 AM Mass on Saturday morning at Saints John 
& Paul will be discontinued
• 7:00 PM Mass on Sunday evening at Saints John & 
Paul will be discontinued 

• Saints John & Paul weekend schedule will be:
o  Saturdays:
   4:00 PM Confessions 
   5:00 PM Vigil Mass
o Sundays:
      Mass at 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, & 11:00 AM

• Beaver Valley weekend schedule will be:
o  Saturdays:
   3:00 PM Confessions at Our Lady of Peace
   4:00 PM Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Peace
   3:00 PM Confessions at Good Samaritan
   4:00 PM Vigil Mass at Good Samaritan
o Sundays:
    9:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Peace
    10:00 AM Mass at St. John the Baptist
    11:00 AM Mass at Good Samaritan
    4:00 PM Mass in Spanish at Good Samaritan

This schedule will be re-evaluated in the spring 2022.

 
afghans & blankets needed

We will once again collect afghans & lap blankets 
for the sick in nursing homes and the shut ins that 
will be delivered during the Christmas season by the 
Apostolate Ministry.  Both men’s and women’s colors 
are needed. For information please call Jackie (724) 
869-9908.
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this week we remember

mass intentions & readings 

Monday, August 23 (1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Mt 23:13-22)
8:00 AM Good Samaritan • Deceased of the Cupelli Family (Ralph & Nina DeLuca)

tuesday, August 24 (Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51)
6:30 PM Good Samaritan • Elizabeth J. Raymer (Ted & Linda Liscinsky)

wednesday, August 25 (1 Thes 2:9-13/Mt 23:27-32)
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist • Mildred Stuban (Stuban Family)

thursday, August 26 (1 Thes 3:7-13/Mt 24:42-51)
8:00 AM Our Lady of Peace • John & Sophie Oriszko (Sophie & Bill Campbell)

friday, August 27 (1 Thes 4:1-8/Mt 25:1-13)
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist • Janet Doyle (Ed & Gerri Fabanich)  

saturday, August 28 (1 Thes 4:9-11/Mt 25:14-30)
4:00 PM Our Lady of Peace • Michael Cristallino (Rick & Carol Caruso)
4:00 PM St. John the Baptist • In Honor of Elaine Witowich

sunday, august 29 (Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23)
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist • Frederick & Helen Ringel (Family)
9:00 AM Good Samaritan • David Yanko (Wife, Jackie)
11:00 AM Good Samaritan • Dolly Hovan (Friends)
4:00 PM Good Samaritan Spanish Mass • In Honor of Ivan Palacios & In Memory of 

Norma Stahl Bohorquez (Jennifer Palacios-Weis)

BREAD & WINE
(OLOP) In Honor of the 10th Wedding Anniversary 

of Chris & Vanessa Campbell
By Sophie & Bill Campbell

SANCTUARY CANDLE
 (SJ) In Memory of the deceased of the 

Hertneky Family
by Helen Ringel

(GS) In Memory of Yarmilla Sivy
by JoAnn Smith

ALTAR FLOWERS
(OLOP) In Memory of Ed Neville’s Birthday 

by Neville Family

BLESSED MOTHER SHRINE CANDLE
(GS) In Memory of Eugene Zielinski

by Wife, Anne

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

(OLOP) In Memory of Edward J. Neville 
by Janet Stange & David Sepos

 

(OLOP) In Memory of Earl Stange
by Richard & Rebecca Palladini

our gifts to god

beaver valley 
parishes

Weekly Offering—$
Online Giving—$
Total Offertory—$

PSP goal—$158,353
PSP to date—$101,403

PSP remaining—$56,950

saints john & paul

Weekly Offertory—$12,129
Online Giving—$5,480
Parish Share—$3,394

Parish Share Online—$900
Assumption—$3,514

For the weekend of August 15
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Contact Sue Novosel to place an ad today! 
snovosel@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6318 

FASMO AutomotiveFASMO Automotive
Service & Towing LLCService & Towing LLC

1401 Duss Ave., Ambridge, PA
Michael Savka

owner

724.266.8100
fasmoauto1@gmail.com

Need help to resolve a problem?
Call your Ombudsman!

We are trained to protect your rights as a
resident in a nursing home or personal care 

facility. We can investigate and help you resolve 
problems. You are important to us!

Beaver County Office on Aging Ombudsman Department
Toll free 1-888-548-2262  email Ombudsman@bcoa.us

	Ombudsman	Confidential	Phone	
 724-480-8589

Beaver County Office on Aging
724-847-2262 • email CSP@bcoa.us

$$ Expense Reimbursement: respite care, 
nutritional & incontinence supplies, home 

modification, personal emergency response button, 
and child enrichment programs

Caregivers of older adults & Grandparents
raising grandchildren in their home

CAREGIVER SUPPORT PROGRAM
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TRAVEL JUNCTION
Travel Agency

192 Ohio River Blvd., Ambridge

Off: (724) 266-5715
www.traveljunctioninc.com

John Syka Funeral Home
833 Kennedy Drive, Ambridge
John C. Syka, Supervisor

David J. Syka, 3rd Generation

724-266-2150
Family owned since 1951

Herb Bloxson, OwnerHerb Bloxson, Owner

724-869-3800 • 724-869-2651

Fox’s Pizza Den
1204 Merchant St.

Ambridge, PA 15003

(724) 266-3630

Law Offices of

aylor & Alskoaylor & Alsko

Robert J. Taylor & Rob Alsko
 337 Merchant St. • Ambridge, PA 15003

(724) 266-2370
rjt52@hotmail.com

RINGEL’S CERAMICS
Parishioner

GREENWARE, BISQUE
FINISHED PRODUCTS, CLASSES

724-266-1993
ringelceramics@comcast.net

Helen Ringel - Owner
549 MERCHANT STREET, AMBRIDGE

Jessica Madden Briggs
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1527 Duss Ave., Ambridge, PA 15003
724-266-5500

Wills • Powers of Attorney 
Long Term Care Planning • Guardianships

Estate Administration 

 T. ROSINSKY
 ROOFING

A U.S. VETERAN OWNED ROOFING COMPANY
Specializing in complete roof replacement
Locally Owned & Operated 
CALL 724-630-3207

PA#045294

NO MONEY DOWN 
F R E E EST I M AT ES

3 Quaker Village Shopping Center
Leetsdale, PA 15056

610-492-2988
ScoziosSalon.com

Pietroboni
Mechanical, Inc.
Heating • Air Conditioning
1411 Merchant Street • PA# 003396
724-266-2100 • PMI2100.com
 parishioner



beaver valley
725 Glenwood Avenue

Ambridge, PA 15003

(724) 266-6565

good samaritan 
st. john the baptist
our lady of peace

How is God working in your life?
greatgrouping.org/share

help lines

24 Hour Child Abuse Hotline
1-800-932-0313

Crisis Pregnancy Option Line
1-800-395-4357

Post-Abortion Healing/Project Rachel
(412) 456-3167

Pittsburgh Diocese Victim Assistance
1-888-808-1235

Crisis Management Services
1-888-796-8226

eucharistic adoration
As Catholics, we believe that Christ becomes truly present within the Blessed 
Sacrament.  As promised by Him, His Presence is abiding, not something that 
vanishes at the conclusion of Mass. During Eucharistic Adoration, we can sit 
silently in His Presence and open ourselves to His Graces. Adoration available 
at Our Lady of Peace, Monday-Thursday 8AM-8PM and at Saints John & Paul, 
Sunday-Friday 8AM-8PM.

       regular mass & confession times

Father Jay Donahue, Administrator—(412) 697-5876 | seefrjay@gmail.com
Father John Batykefer, Sr. Parochial Vicar—(724) 470-6689 | frjjb317@gmail.com

Father Michael Roche, Parochial Vicar—fatherroche@gmail.com
Father Joe Carr, Parish Chaplain—(412) 867-8673 | frjoecarr@me.com

Father Antoine Kairouz, Maronite Priest-in-residence
Deacon Anthony Giordano, Deacon James Olson, Deacon Tom Boucek

M

T

W

F

S

Th

Su

8:00 AM Good Samaritan
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul 

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul 
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
5:30 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
6:30 PM Good Samaritan

8:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul 

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul 
8:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
6:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul 

8:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
1st Friday 7:00 PM Saints John & Paul 

9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
3:00 PM CONFESSION at Our Lady of Peace
3:00 PM CONFESSION at St. John the Baptist
4:00 PM Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM Vigil Mass at St. John the Baptist
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul 
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Saints John & Paul 

7:30 AM Saints John & Paul 
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul 
9:00 AM Good Samaritan
11:00 AM Saints John & Paul
11:00 AM Good Samaritan
11:00 AM Our Lady of Peace (Maronite)
4:00 PM Good Samaritan (Spanish)
7:00 PM Saints John & Paul

For Holy Day & Holiday times, please see Week Ahead

the week ahead

LABOR DAY WEEKEND
September 2-5

Monday, August 23
6:30 PM Grief Share (GS)

Tuesday, August 24
10:00 AM Outreach Samaritan Kitchen (SJ) 
5:30 PM Confessions (GS)
5:30 PM St. Vincent DePaul Meeting (GS)
 

Wednesday, August 25
10:00 AM Story Hour (OLOP)

Thursday, August 26
4:00PM Choir Picnic (Walker Park)

Friday, August 27
7:00 PM Marian Prayer Group (GS)

Saturday, August 28
3:00 PM Confessions (OLOP) 
3:00 PM Confessions (SJB) 
4:00 PM Guitar Trio at Mass (SJB)

Sunday, August 29
Nothing Scheduled


