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P

raised be Jesus Christ! All
Christians are honored
to bear the name of Jesus
in their soul. Such a name
grants great blessings, as well
as great responsibilities. The
saints recognized this truth
daily, responding with humility
and courage. I am excited to
join you in striving to imitate
the saints and especially Jesus.
As one of Jesus’s priests, I am doubly honored to serve the Eternal
Shepherd as your shepherd at Saint Ann Parish.
By God’s grace, I have a great desire that all people come to know
and love their God. I have been given the mission field of Saint
Ann and West Nashville. The fact that I am not alone, that I am
shepherding hundreds of households who already know Jesus, is a
great blessing and source of joy. I aim to serve the families of Saint
Ann through watchful governance, prophetic preaching, and faithful
and sanctifying prayer. All too often, Christians see the Gospel as a
burden or a mere hobby. We know the gospel to be truly Good News!
The newness of the gospel is precisely found in the vibrant lives of
Catholics living ancient and timeless truths. Saint Ann must be a place
of fiery faith and peaceful repose, energetic prayer and joyful silence,
triumphant truth and burning love. The parish is only as good as the
homes and families it serves. What is true of Saint Ann must also be
true of each family who attends. I look forward to joining with you in
daily turning toward our Thrice-Holy God of Love and begging for his
continued presence among us, especially in our families.
I tell you this because I feel God called me to the priesthood, in part,
to support families and the vocation of marriage. I am the beneficiary of
a loving family, with wonderful parents and a brother and a sister. We
grew up in Dickson County, and I attended Saint Patrick’s Elementary
School in McEwen, TN. I attended Creek Wood public high school
and went on to study philosophy at the Pontifical College Josephinum
in Columbus, OH. Afterwards, I studied theology at the Pontifical
University of the Holy Cross in Rome, Italy, while living at the Pontifical
North American College. I finished my studies with a License in Moral
Theology from the University of Saint Thomas Aquinas.
continued on page 2
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Father Fye continued...
Since being ordained in 2014, I have primarily been assigned
as chaplain for University Catholic, which serves all the university
students in Nashville. As we begin 2019, I have been given the dual
assignment of University Catholic and Saint Ann Parish.
When I get the chance, I enjoy backpacking and rock-climbing.
I am an amateur astronomer, and I am currently learning to play
the guitar. I very much look forward to getting to know each one of
you. If at all possible, I would love to be invited to bless your home
and to meet your family. What better way to get to know the people
for whom I am praying and preaching! Please pray for me as your
priest. I simply cannot fulfill my vocation and its responsibilities
alone. Your prayers are the most important thing I need. Nothing
else comes close. Every one of you is in my prayers and sacrifices!

DEACON JIM

My Journey to the Diaconate

I

did not see this wonderful event coming. My life has been quite a
journey, from tormenting my younger brother at his play masses to
my ordination. Lord have mercy!
Being a single father for much of the time my boys were growing up, I was
dearly supported by many members of the St. Ann faith community. It made
a truly indelible impression of what Christian love looked like. I was blessed to
have Lee enter my life, and when she decided to convert, it deeply affected how
I viewed my faith. Going through RCIA with her no doubt influenced my early
discernment about religious life.
Working as a Nashville Fire Department Paramedic, I could say my professional
career centered on the corporal works of mercy. I had a great deal of experience
with the wonder and woe of the human experience. I loved serving the patient,
yet just as importantly, I was serving my comrades in the field. I helped begin
the Fire Department’s first critical stress team, as I knew how important it was to
take care of each other.
Although I was very fulfilled, I began to sense something else was calling me.
I approached Father Breen, who actively encouraged my spiritual searching. His
lesson for me and for all of us was to be as authentically present as possible to
each other...to take each other exactly where we are and proclaim, as best we can,
God’s dear love for one another. Father Breen suggested I begin to look at the
diaconate. He said this might well be what I was searching for in my life.

Father Michael Fye exchanges a sign of peace with Bishop
David Choby at his priestly ordination on July 26, 2014.
Tennessee Register file photo by Rick Musacchio

Once I began the four year formation process, the
stories of the other thirty men began to cement my
resolve. We were not outwardly holy or pious, but
men who had been around the block and felt we had
something to offer in service to God’s people. I began to
see my eyes, hands, and heart as extensions of Christ’s.
Lee and I discussed my discernment often. She lovingly
encouraged my emerging “yes!” and supported me all the
way. She also explained much of the classwork that, at
times, I found over my head! Now she gets a first look at
my homilies, and I am sure her perspective helps me be a
better deacon. She and the members of this most special
faith community help me find the balance required to do
the work of this calling.
I love the one-on-one interaction I have with our
parish family, and I especially cherish my weekly
hospital visits at Centennial Medical Center. The
baptisms, as well as the funerals, are equally moving,
as I become a sacramental sharer of the most profound
moments in the lives of others. (Oh, did I mention
that I love to preach at Mass?)
God’s calling to be a deacon has been the joy of my
life. I am ever grateful that I answered his call! So to
you all, my blessed thanks, as I leave you with a prayer
that is close to my heart.

In times of wonder, when all is well,
with virtually no worries...
Or woe, when we are confused or
are experiencing great loss...
Ever Lord God, you are with us.
In the knowing of your love, O Lord,
hope finds its home.

SAINT ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH

I BELIEVE I BELONG!

3

I

t’s 8:15 on a Sunday morning. The muffled melody of solitary footsteps and

One reason the Mangums have received so

jingling keys awaken the hushed halls of Saint Ann School. George Mangum is

much from Saint Ann is the active, committed

on the job. He makes his way through the school, unlocking classrooms and

role they take in church. “My wife, Kim, was

adjusting thermostats, doing whatever needs to be done to get ready for that

involved with RCIA for well over twenty years.

day’s Sunday School of Religion classes.

When Marty took over the RCIA, she was his first

“It’s nothing complicated,” explains George, with a twinkle in his eye. “I just assist

assistant. I think the only reason she stopped was

the teachers in any way they need me, whether it be setting up a projector, running off

she was missing too many of her son’s baseball

copies, doing whatever it takes to keep them going.”

games and now she’s in the choir. My daughter’s

George has been keeping them going for 15 years now. He started the job as a favor
for Marty Mulloy, who was in charge of Sunday School. Marty also had RCIA classes
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in the choir. My daughter used to help with the
upper grades in CCD. Yep. It’s in the family.”

scheduled at the same time, so he asked
George for help. It was a perfect fit. “I enjoy
being around the children, and it’s not hard,”
says George. “My children all went through CCD,

Mandi agrees. “The Mangum family is a

GEORGE MANGUM

The Sunday School Shepherd

so I was going to be here anyway. I figured I

huge part of our community’s faith formation,
with Kim and Meg singing in the choir and
volunteering with our Youth Group, and George

might as well be doing something.”

working so closely with our Sunday School

What he has done is reflect the Light of Christ to hundreds of students, parents,

program. We are blessed by their presence in our parish community!”

and teachers, shepherding our Sunday School flock with warmth and care. “What

By 11:00, the school is mostly quiet. The muffled melody of solitary footsteps and

George has done for the Sunday School program is definitely a ministry!” says

jingling keys returns, a calming presence after the flurry of activity this morning.

Pastoral Associate Mandi Pitt-Reed. “The invaluable support work he has done over

George is still on the job. But he knows it is almost time to lock the last door and

the years is instrumental to the success of our program and, as a result, to the faith

walk away. After fifteen years of shepherding Saint Ann’s Sunday School of Religion,

formation of several generations of students!”

he will pass the keys on to someone else at the end of the

As 8:30 Mass winds down, George heads back to the school

school year. While he knows it is time, moving on will be

to make sure he is there when students arrive. Classes start

hard. “The little children, just running up to you, hugging

at 9:40, and by 9:35, the once-quite halls are infused with life.

you, it means a lot. They expect to see me here every week.

George is right in the middle of it all, high-fiving students,

I may get a little teary-eyed, I don’t know. It’s a rewarding

answering questions, directing traffic, and flashing a smile that

thing to do. I have seen some wonderful kids come through

spreads like sparkling ripples around him.

here and watched them grow up, including my own. It has
George and Kim

been great watching them grow spiritually,” he reflects, “to

moved here from Mississippi in 1990, so Kim

experience their own journey in faith. Saint Ann has played a huge role in that.”

could attend Vanderbilt University. Their

George may be moving on, but he is not leaving. He plans to pop in to Sunday School

first Sunday in Nashville found them

from time to time to say hello and spread smiles. He looks forward to discovering in what

at Saint Ann, the closest church to

new ministry God will call him to serve. And he hopes to see you there. “Find a ministry

their new home. It quickly became a

that you are really passionate about. You will receive immense enjoyment out of the

second home for the Mangum family,

giving of your time and

which has grown to include their

talents, belonging to

children, Meg and Vince. “I consider this

something bigger than

entire church my extended family. This is

yourself. You will gain a

where we belong. The many friends we

sense of self-worth that

have made at Saint Ann

you are helping in some

makes it a vital part of

way to make Saint Ann

our lives.”

the best that it can be.”

Kim and George met in college.
They will celebrate their 29 th
anniversary later this year!

Kim, Vince, George, and Meg Mangum
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BREAKING BREAD

Margaret Wolf: Nanny’s Vegetable Beef
Soup and Irish Soda Bread

I

f you have ever been to a Saint Ann pot-luck over the past 40 years, there is a
good chance you have sampled the wares of Margaret Wolf, one of our parish’s
most distinguished cooks. Margaret is well-known for her culinary creations,

especially baked delights like orange-coconut rolls, cinnamon rolls, and coconut
cake. Of course, she doesn’t see herself as a great cook. “I started cooking for
some church gatherings and people got to know me as a cook. I’ve cooked all my

MINISTRY NEWS

Welcome Sunday

W

elcome Sunday is a Saint Ann tradition started by former Stewardship

life. I just like to do it and people enjoy it.”
Margaret’s love of feeding people and sharing in the joy of that experience has
prompted her to pass along a sacred, time-honored family recipe that originated
with Nanny, her mother-in-law. While Margaret will say Nanny’s Vegetable

Director Betty Smith, who wanted to do something to make new parishioners
feel special. So once a year, all the families that have formally joined Saint

Ann over the last twelve months are invited to a special Mass where they receive a

Beef Soup is “just a recipe” and “nothing special,” we are told that general

special blessing and loaves of bread, a traditional sign of welcome and hospitality.

announcements filled with great anticipation are made among the family when it

Afterwards, they are the guests of honor at a reception in Breen Hall.
“It was very touching to have a special welcoming mass. We have attended
many parishes over the past few years, and this is the most welcoming one we
have been to! Parishioners often go out of their way to say ‘hello.’ It’s very
special.” – Dani and Jeff Otte, New Parishioners

is being prepared. Served with Ms. Margaret’s hot Irish Soda Bread, it’s the perfect
comfort food to combat the cold of winter.

NANNY’S VEGETABLE BEEF SOUP
Ingredients:

Welcome Sunday is hosted by the Hospitality Committee ministry, which is

3 lbs chuck roast

responsible for planing and hosting most parish receptions, while also seeking ways

1/4 cup barley

to make parishioners and visitors feel welcome. Isabel Maxwell, who helped start this

2 finely chopped turnips

ministry, says it’s important to welcome people to our parish. “Christ’s first public

1 cup diced onion

ministry was one of hospitality at the wedding at Canna. This reflects the importance

1/2 cup diced celery tops

of hospitality in God’s heart. It makes visitors feel important and loved to be welcomed,

1 large can V8

which helps our parish grow. A growing parish helps us spread the Word of God.”

1 small (15 oz.) can each, peas,

When they moved to Nashville

carrots, french-cut green beans,

last summer, Dani and Jeff Otte

cream corn, lima beans

came to Saint Ann because it

Place beef in a pot, cover with water, and cook until tender. Refrigerate

was close to their house. “After

overnight. Skim fat off the top, then shred beef and return to pot with broth from

the first week, we knew this was

cooking. Add barley, turnips, celery, and onions, then cook until turnips are done.

where we would continue to go.

Add canned vegetables and V8 juice. Cook for 1-2 hours.

The parish was so welcoming and friendly; it was an easy choice!”
“The Hospitality Committee ministry focuses on celebrations for key parish
events, especially those connected to the sacraments. Everyone should feel
they are a part of the parish and it is important to acknowledge and celebrate
with our parishioners as they receive the sacraments for the first time.”

IRISH SODA BREAD
Ingredients:
2 cups all-purpose flour
2 tsp sugar
2 tsp baking powder

– Ellen Edenfield, Kathy Ross, & Barbara Douglas, Hospitality Committee Chairs
We can all help welcome new people to Saint Ann. If you see a new face at Mass, say

1 tsp baking soda

hello, introduce yourself, or simply wish them a good day. It is easy to be a part of the

1/2 tsp salt

Hospitality Committee ministry! They only have one meeting a year and members are

3 tbsp soft butter

asked to be involved with at least one event per year to help spread the work. For more

1 cup buttermilk

information, contact Ellen Edenfield at emedenfield@comcast.net or 615-646-1576.

(buttermilk substitute: stir 1 tbsp vinegar in 1 cup milk, let stand 5 minutes)
Preheat oven to 375°. In a large bowl, sift flour, sugar, baking powder, baking
soda, and salt. Cut in soft butter with pastry blender or fork until mixture looks
like fine crumbs. Add buttermilk and mix with a fork until dry ingredients are moist.
Turn out on a lightly floured pastry cloth or board. Knead gently for about
1 minute until smooth, then shape into a ball. Place ball of dough on a lightly
greased cookie sheet and flatten into a 7-inch circle about 1/2 to 1 inch thick.
Score the top with knife, making an “x” in the center.
Bake 30-40 minutes until top is golden brown and the loaf sounds hollow
when tapped. Place on a wire rack to cool.

Welcome New Parishioners!

Winston Smith
Honora & Toye Eskridge
Anarelly Tellez
Kevin & Tanya Brackman
Michelle & Rickey Winstead
Elinor & Francis DeBellis
Kimberly Hardy
Ashtin Winkley
Jeff & Dani Otte
Anna & Bryan Rumfola
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We are Evangelists...at work.

B

eing an evangelist doesn’t mean you have to stand on a street corner and preach or go around knocking on doors to share your testimony.
Simply sharing your faith at work can reflect the light of God’s love to another person. When one of Ruth Neal’s coworkers asked about
Saint Ann and mentioned her daughter, Nikki, was interested in Catholicism, Ruth offered to sit with Nikki at Mass on Sunday and answer any

questions she could. “I though it was pretty cool someone would ask about the Catholic Church!” recalls Ruth.
Over the next couple of weeks, Ruth cut articles about RCIA and the First Rite out of the bulletin and passed them along to Nikki’s mother. Nikki
came to Mass on the Sunday of the First Rite, and Ruth was able to answer questions and offered to go to one of the RCIA classes with her. After
more thought and input from her friends and family, Nikki began attending RCIA. Ruth was right there with her, as Nikki’s sponsor. “I felt proud
and happy to be there with Nikki, knowing she was doing this because she wanted it. She would ask some very thoughtful questions.” What
started as a simple opportunity for Ruth to share her faith at work became a joint journey of faith.
Nikki followed through with the RCIA, coming into full communion with the Catholic Church last year. Ruth looks forward to
seeing her at church and feels blessed to sit with her or share communion. There will always be a special bond between them
because Ruth was willing to step out in faith, reflecting the light of Christ that burns within her.
“I think it is important to share our faith, since this may be the only way others hear or learn about Jesus. I joined the church
because the people at Saint Ann made me feel welcome, something I haven’t felt in other places.” – Nikki Hudgens
We are all evangelists...at home, in our communities, at school, or at work. Evangelism doesn’t require extreme action, just a willingness
to reflect the light of God’s love to others. Don’t hide your light under a bushel basket! Share the good news of God’s love! Be an evangelist!

FA I T H F O R M A T I O N

RCIA First Rite

B

ethann Anthony has worshiped at
Saint Ann for more than a year.
She had known for a while that
God wanted her to be here. But she did
not grow up Catholic and was not sure
how to become a member. After learning
about the RCIA, Bethann decided this
was the path for her.
At first, two hours of class and discussion
seemed like a lot of time. But Bethann
soon found the time just flew by. “It has
been so great,” says Bethann. “I feel that
every class I learn and discuss something
that strengthens the roots of my faith. I
have also met a wonderful group of people,
participants and mentors, who make the
experience so meaningful.”
That experience took on even more
meaning when Bethann and the other
RCIA inquirers celebrated the Rite of
Acceptance (for non-baptized participants)
and Welcoming (for baptized participants)
during 8:30 Mass on the First Sunday of
Advent. Non-baptized inquirers declare
their desire to learn more about the Catholic

faith and Baptism. The community accepts
them as catechumens. Baptized inquirers are
acknowledged as members of the faithful,
seeking to learn more about Confirmation
and Eucharist. They are welcomed as
candidates. “It made this process feel very
real,” recalls Bethann. “I felt that I was
beginning to become a part of the church
and the church was welcoming me.”
Bethann and the other participants will
now spend time praying, sharing their faith,
and learning about the teachings of the
church with the help of sponsors, the RCIA
team, and members of the parish.

commitment to coming into full
communion with the Catholic Church.
All of their preparation culminates
in the Sacraments of Initiation at the
Easter Vigil Mass.

“We get to ask
questions and work
through concepts that
we are curious about.
But it is also about
preparing yourself
and your heart to
accept the Eucharist.

The RCIA is more than just learning
and accepting a number of beliefs. It is
a process of growth and conversion. It is
a pilgrimage of faith. Please pray for our
catechumens and candidates...they need
our support on this life-changing journey!

– Bethann Anthony
RCIA Candidate

During Mass, catechumens and
candidates leave before the Liturgy of the
Eucharist to discuss the day’s scripture
readings and homily. In early March they
will have a retreat at Mercy Convent,
a day of prayer and reflection where
adult candidates will also have their First
Reconciliation. They will participate in
several more Rites and Scrutinies during
Lent, each marking a deeper level of

Bethann Anthony
Stephanie Cordero
Cristian Esteban
Allison Hernandez
Erin Keas
Ashley Counce Pirolli
Darren Pirolli
Josephine Pirolli
Jude Pirolli
Caitlin Halsey Ritchie
Graham Ritchie
Grady Rosten
Isabella Schober
Lauren Smith
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What is the Church’s Liturgical Year? (Part 2)
By Deacon Marty Mulloy

T

he Epiphany is followed by the feast of the Baptism of Jesus. In Matthew
3:17 we are told “a voice came from the heavens, saying, ‘This is my
beloved Son with whom I am well pleased.’” Many scholars think this is
when Jesus realized it was time to start his public ministry and soon did. This
feast launches us into a period of Ordinary Time, marked by the use of green
vestments. Ordinary Time is called “ordinary” not because it is common but
simply because the weeks of Ordinary Time are numbered. The Latin word
ordinalis, which refers to numbers in a series, stems from the Latin word
ordo, from which we get the English word order. The numbered weeks of
Ordinary Time represent the ordered life of the Church or the period in which
we live our lives neither in feasting (Christmas and Easter) or in more severe
penance (Advent and Lent). Ordinary Time takes us through the life of Christ.
This is a time of conversion, of living the life of Christ.

“Ordinary Time is a time for growth and maturation,
a time in which the mystery of Christ is called to
penetrate ever more deeply into history until all things
are finally caught up in Christ. The goal, toward which
all of history is directed, is represented by the final
Sunday in Ordinary Time, the Solemnity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.”
– U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

WINTER 2019

“Holy Week” is the most special week in the Church Year. It begins with
Palm or Passion Sunday. Palms remind us of the people waving palms and
shouting “Hosanna to the Son of David” when Jesus entered Jerusalem. The
Passion refers to the love of Jesus in hearing the people shout, “Crucify
him,” and dying for us as we read in the gospel that day. Leftover palms are
burned and used the following year on Ash Wednesday.
Lent concludes with the beginning of the Triduum (three days) on Holy
Thursday. Holy Thursday and Good Friday have no conclusion at the end of
the service as they flow into the Saturday Easter Vigil. On Holy Thursday we
recall Jesus instituting the Priesthood and Eucharist as sacraments. Both of
these entail sacrifice and service to others which leads to Jesus giving His life
for us on Good Friday. The Holy Saturday vigil is the beginning of Easter when
we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ and hope for our own into eternal
life. Tradition has new Catholics (RCIA) join the Church on her greatest feast
through the reception of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. In fact, Lent
began mostly for those interested in joining the Church but later became a
time of renewal for those already Catholic.
For 50 days we celebrate the Easter season. The Sundays of this time are
listed as Sundays “of” Easter, not after Easter. Each Sunday is a continued
celebration of Easter and its meaning. On the 50th day we celebrate the
Feast of Pentecost, which refers to the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the
apostles. They were sent forth to witness the faith to the “ends of the
earth.” This idea relates to our Sacrament of Confirmation.
The following week is known as Trinity Sunday. We have just focused on
the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist which deepen our
relationship with God as Trinity: Father, Son, and Spirit.

“Liturgy is centered on the Holy Trinity. At every
liturgy the action of worship is directed to the Father,
from whom all blessings come, through the Son in the
unity of the Holy Spirit. We praise the Father who first
called us to be His people by sending us His Son as our
Redeemer and giving us the Holy Spirit so that we can
continue to gather, to remember what God has done
for us, and to share in the blessings of salvation.”
– U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
We return to Ordinary Time which concludes on the last day of the Church
Year, the Feast of Christ the King (usually, just after Thanksgiving). The end
of the year reminds us of the end of this life as we know it and Christ being
king of all Heaven and earth.

Ash Wednesday begins the Lenten season, which prepares us for Holy
Week. Ashes received on the forehead is an ancient sign of a sorrowful sinner
doing penance. We are told to “repent and believe the Good News of the
gospel.” Lent, like Advent, is a season of penance but taken to a higher degree
with more activities. Prayer, fasting, days of not eating meat, and giving alms
are key themes of the season. The Stations of the Cross are celebrated on the
Fridays of Lent and many parishes have communal penance services.
Lent means “springtime.” In the spring, bright greens appear in the grass,
tree grow new leaves, and plants sprout. Flowers present a variety of colors.
New life is bursting forth! This is a reminder of the hope of our new and eternal
life we receive at Baptism and attain at the Resurrection celebrated at Easter.

Liturgical Calendar
MARCH 6: Ash Wednesday
APRIL 14: Palm Sunday

(Holy Week begins)

APRIL 18: Holy Thursday
APRIL 19: Good Friday
APRIL 21: Easter Sunday
JUNE 2: Ascension of the Lord
JUNE 9: Pentecost Sunday
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Small Group Study

Knights of Columbus

“As Christians, we are
called to change the world.
But one of the lies about
Christianity is the lie we
tell ourselves as
Christians. I do not think
we believe we can change
the world anymore.”

– Matthew Kelly

M

atthew Kelly is the founder of The Dynamic Catholic
Institute, a nonprofit organization with a mission of
re-energizing the Catholic Church in America. He is

also an internationally acclaimed speaker and best-selling
author. His book The Biggest Lie in the History of Christianity
will be the focus of our small study groups during Lent.

I BELIEVE I BELONG!
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By Jarett Braniff

M

embers of the Knights of Columbus honor-guard are fairly easy to spot at
formal Catholic functions. Sure, a man in a feathered chapeau, cape, and
white gloves, wielding a sword may draw some attention, but any Knights

of Columbus member would much rather draw attention with his charitable work.
The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by Father Michael J. McGivney as
a way to unite Catholic men and provide for families of deceased members. Father
McGivney identified Charity, Unity and Fraternity as the three principles of the Order.

“God has called me to serve, and the Knights’ commitment to charity has helped
me to live out this call in our church community at Saint Ann.”
– Jordan Reed, Knights of Columbus Member
Charity is the first and foremost principal of the Knights, and that is certainly true at Saint Ann. If you have been to
the parish Easter Egg hunt, costumed at Trunk or Treat, enjoyed the Lenten fish fry, or had breakfast with Saint Nick,
you have seen the Knights in action. They shovel snow from the church’s sidewalks, mulch the school’s playground,
help deliver care packages to new mothers in need, and hold several blood drives annually. The Knights also volunteer
for local Special Olympics and Habitat for Humanity projects and recently established the Father Philip Breen
memorial Scholarship, awarded to the rising Saint Ann School 8th grader who best exemplifies the Order’s principles.

Calling for Christians to reclaim God’s truth about
their lives, Kelly begins the book with two simple

Saint Ann Knights hard at work shoveling snow, repairing
a house for the Rebuilding Together project, and preparing
hotdogs for the annual Easter Egg Hunt.

propositions: everyone wants to be happy, and the world
at large will always present a vision of happiness that

David Haley, the council’s current Deputy Grand Knight,

comes up short. To get out of this trap, he proposes we

joined primarily to serve and support Father Breen but found

ask four questions: Who am I? What am I here for? What

becoming a Knight transformed his life. “As my involvement

matters most? And what matters least?

grew with the service activities, there was a much bigger benefit. I was able to get to know and grow much closer

Kelly suggests that “Holy Moments,” defined as “an
instance where you set aside self-interest, personal
desire, and embrace what you believe will bring the

to the members of our Parish and not only within our council, but with the wives and families of these men. It also
helped create a deeper responsibility for me to our church, my own faith, and the community outside of Saint Ann.”
Many Knights see their works of charity as a form of evangelization. David says by being a visible presence

most good to the most people in that moment,” are the

of service in the community, the Knights hope to inspire others to be an instrument of God’s love in service to

answer to uniting Christians.

others. “My membership in the Knights of Columbus has built a stronger foundation for my children’s faith and

“The first Christians changed the world
by living differently, by loving differently,
by working differently. That is how we will
change the world, you and me-one at a time,
one family at a time, one church at a time.”
– Matthew Kelly
Small group sign-ups begin in February. Meetings
begin after Ash Wednesday.

helps me to be an even better role model to them.”
The Council is supported by the Ladies Auxiliary, which gives the Knights’ female family members the
opportunity to come together in fellowship and service. Our Ladies Auxiliary is essential in organizing the
annual Golf Scramble fund-raiser, supporting charitable works in our community.

“The Knights are part of what make our church family just that…a family. The
Knights are instrumental in providing opportunity after opportunity to engage in our
parish’s activities, and it is through this support that we develop connections and
thus feel part of the Saint Ann family.” – Ruth VanBergen, Saint Ann Parishioner
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Catholic Schools Week
by Jamie Grigsby

E

ach day at Saint Ann School begins
with the sign of the cross: “In the
name of the Father, of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.” What a
calming and peaceful reminder to let God
know that we are giving our day to him,
ready for whatever he has in store for
us. Growing up Catholic and attending
Catholic schools from kindergarten
through 12th grade, my day always began with prayer. It cleared my mind, making me stronger
and calmer, preparing me to do God’s work. Catholic schools helped mold me into the person I
am today. I loved every minute of my time at Saint Ann School and Father Ryan High School. My
experiences were so strong that I wanted to come back and teach in a Catholic school and send
my own children to a Catholic school, educating and growing them in their Catholic faith daily.

“The common mission of Catholic schools is to educate the whole student
– mind, body and soul – and to pass on the faith to future generations.
Catholic schools are so much more within the Church and within the
communities they serve. Catholic schools participate in the evangelizing of
the gospel within the walls of the schools and beyond.”
– Gabrielle Gallagher, National Catholic Education Association
One of my fondest memories of attending Catholic schools was celebrating our Catholic
education during Catholic Schools Week. This year Catholic Schools Week is January 27 - February
2. The theme for this year is Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed. These words are so powerful! When you
learn and serve, you lead others and succeed in life! We strive to embody these words at Saint
Ann. Students learn daily and serve our parish, school,
and community. Catholic schools lead by example, and
our students lead by example. Our greatest role model,
Jesus, always led by example. Jesus inspires us always
to work hard, be dedicated, be determined, and pray!
With these principles, we will certainly succeed because
with God, all things are possible!

“One of the best and easiest ways to support Catholic schools is to talk
about the great work being done. Whether it is the excellent academics,
the service work, the faith-formation, talk about it with your friends and
neighbors and local businesses.” – Gabrielle Gallagher
Catholic schools are one of the most important ministries of our church. We must educate
children in faith, in a place where they can share that faith daily with their peers. We must also
prepare them for the real world. Catholic schools do this well, teaching our children to be involved
long after graduation. Statistics show that Catholic school graduates
are more civically engaged, more likely to vote, more tolerant of
diverse views, and more committed to service as adults.
Catholic schools transform lives and society. This what we
want for our children! This is only possible with your prayers and
support. The impact you make on our lives is immeasurable. I am
forever grateful for the love, compassion, and support you have
shown, to me personally, and to all the children who have attended
Saint Ann School. Please continue to PRAY, PRAY, PRAY for us
and happy Catholic Schools Week!

School Calendar
FEBRUARY 8: Eagle Strong Service Day
FEBRUARY 15: No School (Professional
Development Day)
FEBRUARY 18: No School (President’s Day)
MARCH 1: No School (Professional
Development Day)
MARCH 2: Forensics Championship at
Saint Ann School
MARCH 9: 8th grade Confirmation
Retreat
MARCH 18-22: Spring Break

We hope you enjoy this edition of I Believe I
Belong!, the Saint Ann newsletter. As we begin
work on the Spring edition, we’d love to know
what you think about it. Email your feedback to
churchoffice@stannnash.org.

5101 Charlotte Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37209
Telephone 615-298-1782
www.saintannparish.com

