
By Carolyn Kovach 

In early March, Parma Mayor Tim DeGeeter and city 
council members were looking at a balanced budget for 
2020. Then COVID-19 hit. 

Most state governors took drastic measures. When Gov. 
Mike DeWine gave the stay-at-home order, forcing 
many businesses to close, the balanced budget was not 
immune to the economic impact. 

“It’s all based on projections,” said Parma Treasurer 
Tom Mastroianni. “The closures are going to impact the 
city. Cities mostly rely on income tax.”  

The city’s projected income, which depends on local 
income tax collected, will be significantly reduced. Other 
income generated from court costs, traffic citations, 
building permits and recreation registration fees is also 
expected to be lower. 

“In a normal year, we can project for the year. We are 
still looking ahead, but it is hard to determine where we 
will be. This is such a moving target,” said Parma Auditor 
Brian Day.  

Mastroianni noted that the city will know much more at 
the end of July when more people file their city income 
taxes. Federal, state and city 2019 income tax deadlines 
were extended to July 15, 2020. 

Like other mayors nationwide, DeGeeter anticipates the 
financial impact will continue into 2021 because 2020 
income tax returns will also be reduced. The bleak out-
look for 2021 is why DeGeeter and other mayors from 
the Ohio Mayors Alliance are requesting and lobbying 
Congress to provide direct financial relief for cities now. 

DeGeeter, a board member of the Ohio Mayors Alliance, 
participated in an April 16 press teleconference 
organized by the Alliance, a bipartisan coalition of more 

than 24 mayors of Ohio’s largest cities. During the 
conference, the mayors outlined their dire 
circumstances and urged Congress to create a fiscal 
relief package. The goal is to prevent service reductions 
at the local level and help accelerate economic 
recovery. The current economic downturn has caused 
layoffs and service reductions in cities across Ohio. 

“In early April, we laid off 47 
employees until July to make 
immediate budget cuts. 
Depending on business re-
openings, the return of 
consumer confidence, testing 
capabilities and the number of 
confirmed future coronavirus 
cases, we will need to 
continuously assess the 
situation,” DeGeeter said. It is 
challenging because there are 
many factors now affecting our 
local economy that we cannot control.” 

DeGeeter explained that the city does not have a 
reserve fund. “We have a small carryover from year to 
year. Every March, when we enact a balanced budget, it 
is survive and advance. Our budget is always tight.” 

The federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act includes funding from Congress for 
state governments, but it mainly assists large counties 
and major cities. Parma, which is the seventh largest city 
in the state, might receive some money from the state 
but not enough to fill the gap from the lost income. 

That’s why the Ohio Mayors Alliance, which sent a letter 
to Congress, is advocating for direct emergency   
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Parma Mayor  
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Mayor advocates 
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stabilization funding for 
cities in the next federal 
aid package. 

“We are making tough 
decisions. We are trying 
to provide services, but I 
am concerned about our 
city’s financial outlook 
without a phase-four 
federal package. We 
need direct emergency 
stabilization funding to 
survive, and we need it 
quickly,” DeGeeter said. 

Throughout the 
economic crisis, many 
analysts have compared 

America’s current economic crisis to 
the Great Recession of 2008. 

Day is optimistic the economy will 
rebound faster than it did after the 
previous recession. “The main 

difference is that our 
country controlled this 
economic shutdown. My 
hope is that there will be a 
shorter impact on our 
economy this time.” 

DeGeeter is also hopeful. 
“Every day I’m 
communicating with 
mayors throughout the 
state, county health 
professionals and state 
leaders, including Gov. Mike 
DeWine and Lt. Gov. John 
Husted. We are all working 
together, and I’m confident 
we’ll get through this.”   

Vital Statistics in the Auditor’s 
Office can make a certified copy of 
a birth certificate of any citizen 
who was born in Ohio. The 
department can also make a copy 
of a death certificate but only of a 
citizen who died in the City of 
Parma. Both certificates are $25 
per copy. Following are ways to 
obtain a birth or death certificate: 

Download the application online: 
You can access an application for a birth or death 
certificate online at www.cityofparma-oh.gov on the 
Auditor’s website page. Print the application, complete it 
and mail it to: Vital Statistics, City of Parma, 6611 Ridge 
Road, Parma, Ohio 44129 with a money order or bank 
check made payable to the City of Parma. Personal 
checks will not be accepted. Include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. 

Call Vital Statistics and apply over the phone: 
Call Vital Statistics at 440-885-8816, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

Monday through Friday. A staff member will take your 
information and credit card payment over the phone to 
complete the application. 

Email to request an application: 
You can email Vital Statistics at vitalstats@cityofparma-
oh.gov. Include your preferred phone number in your 
message so a staff member can contact you. 

Mail to request an application: Send a letter to Vital 
Statistics requesting an application. 

Note for death certificates: 
If the death occurred in the past five years, provide proof 
of your relationship to the deceased, such as a power of 
attorney documentation, so the deceased’s Social 
Security Number can be included on the death 
certificate. If you are not a family member, Vital Statistics 
can still issue the death certificate, but it will not include 
the deceased’s Social Security Number. 

At this time, we are discouraging in-person requests for 
certificates. If you choose this option, we prefer you wear 
face masks and practice social distancing.  

City Auditor Brian Day  

Vital Statistics can make birth and death certificate copies 

Brian Day 

Mayor Tim DeGeeter reviews his notes before participating 
in a press teleconference with Sen. Sherrod Brown. 
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Ward 2 — Debbie Lime  

This is certainly an unusual year 
for everyone. I hope you and 
your family are doing well. 

To date, many of the Polish Vil-
lage commercial district events 
have been canceled. The Ward 2 
Garage Sale, however, will be 
moving forward. The Garage 
Sale has been rescheduled for Aug. 13, 14 and 15, 
2020. The deadline for sellers to register is Aug. 5. Contact 
Karen Jones at kjones@cityofparma-oh.gov or 440-885-
8094. I hope to see Ward 2 residents selling or shopping 
at this event. I will keep you posted if anything changes. 

Parma has numerous small businesses that are struggling 
to survive. The Polish Village Community realizes their 
importance and has partnered with General Motors to 
assist small businesses in the following two ways: 

1. Helping business owners pay rent and employees. 

2. Promoting cash mobs and offering prizes for the cus-
tomers who shop in the stores. These incentives will occur 
during July, August and September.   

Watch for more details, and plan to help support our local 
small businesses. 

If you need to reach me, contact me at 440-845-1714 or  
limeward2@gmail.com. As always, it is my pleasure to 
serve Ward 2 residents. Stay safe and healthy! 

Ward 3 — Mark Casselberry 

The COVID-19 pandemic has turned life 
upside down, and for many, these are 
trying times. There are several organiza-
tions that can help Parma area residents 
throughout this crisis. 

My wife Judy and I have volunteered and 
also serve as board members of Rise in 
Love, which has combined its monthly 
distribution program with The Pantry at 
All Saints over the past three years. Rise 
in Love provides home supplies, non-
perishable food, frozen meat and dairy 
products to residents in need. The Pantry 
gives away thousands of pounds of pro-
duce each month. The two nonprofits 

distribute these items on the third Satur-
day of every month at All Saints Episcopal 
Church, 8911 West Ridgewood Drive.  

There is also Baba’s Yard, which gives 
away fresh fruits and vegetables on the 
first Tuesday of every month from the 
Parma Library Snow Branch parking lot at 
2121 Snow Road. 

The Islamic Center of Cleveland at 6055 
West 130th and the Parma Area Family 
Collaborative at 5210 Loya Parkway have 
also provided assistance. 

If you or a family member need help, 
contact these organizations. Information 
about these groups and their services can 
be found on their Facebook pages. 

It continues to 
be my pleasure 
to serve as your 
councilman. I 
look forward to 
seeing you this 
summer in the 
neighborhood 
and possibly 
during the Ward 
3 Safety Meeting. I will let you know if 
the Safety Meeting will be scheduled. 

If you have questions or concerns, con-
tact me at 440-842-6710 or mcasselber-
ry@cityofparma-oh.gov, or follow me on 
Facebook @MarkCasselberryParma 
CityCouncilmanWard3. 

Ward 1 — Vito Dipierro 

As businesses and services reopen 
and adjust to new social distancing 
guidelines, I remain optimistic that 
the economic outlook for cities 
throughout Ohio, including Parma, 
will improve. No doubt this is a 
challenging time for all of us, but we 
will gradually rebound. 

Until then, it is heartwarming to see Parma residents mowing 
lawns, delivering groceries and running errands for senior 
citizens and neighbors who are at high risk. There have also 
been birthday and graduation residential parades throughout 
the city to celebrate milestones. Parma is a big city with small-
town neighborliness. Watching out for each other is how we 
will get through this crisis. 

We may not be able to participate in our traditional summer 
activities, but we can find new ways to take advantage of the 
warmer weather. I have heard from our recreation director 
that more families are using Parma’s recreational parks to walk, 
run, hike and bike. Our golf course, which adheres to CDC 
guidelines, has remained open and busy because golfing is one 
sport that can easily adapt to social distancing. 

I may not be allowed to host our annual Ward 1 Safety Meeting 
this year, but I am always available to address your concerns 
about safety or any other issue important to you. 

It is a pleasure to serve Ward 1 residents. If you need help, 
contact me at 216-215-8877 or ParmaWard1@gmail.com, or 
follow me on Facebook @CouncilmanDipierro. 

City Council News 
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Ward 4 — Kristin Saban 

These last few months have been 
challenging. Our everyday “norm” 
changed in March. Our homes 
became classrooms and offices. We 
made serious sacrifices. When we 
eventually return to our norm, I look 
forward to resuming many of our 
Ward 4 traditions. 

We are hoping to still hold our Fifth 
Annual Garage Sale. Ward 4 is combining its garage sale with 
Ward 2, which had to postpone its sale. The new dates will be 
Aug. 13, 14 and 15. This combined effort will benefit individual 
sales because both wards will be promoting the Garage Sale. 

We are also trying to hold our Fourth 
Annual Quarry District Picnic on Sept. 
13, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at The Keystone 
Pavilion in West Creek Reservation. 
Over the past several months, I have 
created the Quarry District 
Committee, a nonprofit group that is 
working to give this commercial area 
its identity. Stay tuned for details 
about a meeting Ward 9 Councilman 
Roy Jech, State Rep. Jeff Crossman 
and I will be hosting. We are looking 
for residents and businesses to help with this exciting project. 

If you need assistance, contact me at 216-398-1770 or 
ksaban@cityofparma-oh.gov. For the latest updates, follow 
me on Facebook @KristinSaban,ParmaWard4Council. My best 
to all! #ward4rocks 

Ward 6 — Larry Napoli  

Now more than 
ever, we are 
enjoying the 
great outdoors 
and appreciating 
our parks. 

What began as 
an effort to save 
Parma’s last 
undeveloped 
greenspace in 

1997 has grown into a reservation of 
more than 500 acres. Together with 
donors, members, partners and 

volunteers, Parma-based West Creek 
Conservancy has completed nearly 200 
conservation projects that have 
enhanced Northeast Ohio’s natural, 
recreational and historical resources 
across five counties. 

In city neighborhoods, nature can have a 
meaningful impact. From reducing stress 
and crime to improving health and real 
estate values, conservation is powerful. 

West Creek Conservancy works on 
projects that make nature everyone’s 
neighbor. Residents are invited to be a 
part of this work through memberships, 
volunteering, donations, planned giving 
and sponsorships that will help ensure 

the preservation of native habitats. 
For every $1 donated, 89 cents goes 
directly into land and water 
conservation, making these investments 
not only cost effective but locally 
impactful for generations to come. 

To volunteer or donate:  
West Creek Conservancy: 
7381 Camelot Drive 
Parma, Ohio 44134 
216-749-3720 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 347113 
Cleveland, Ohio 44134 
Email: info@westcreek.org 

Ward 5 — Allan Divis 

What a difference a few 
months can make in our 
personal and professional lives. 
As we adjust to our new 
normal, let’s continue to follow 
the rules our governor has 
established and be proud that 
Ohio is doing things right. We 
worked hard to flatten the 
curve this spring, and we do not 
want a big spike in illnesses this summer and fall. 

I am honored to be a board member and volunteer with 
Rise in Love, which combined its monthly distribution 
program with The Pantry at All Saints three years ago. Rise 
in Love provides home supplies, nonperishable food, 
frozen meat and dairy products to residents in need. The 
Pantry at All Saints gives away thousands of pounds of 
produce each month. The two nonprofits distribute these 
items on the third Saturday of every month at All Saints 
Episcopal Church, 8911 West Ridgewood Drive. Rise in 
Love has seen an increase in demand during this crisis, 
and I am proud to be associated with their good work. 

I applaud our first responders who have done an 
exceptional job throughout this pandemic. If you see them 
in the neighborhood, acknowledge them with a wave. 
Every day they strive to keep us safe. 

I wish you the best in these challenging times. If you have 
questions or need assistance, contact me at 440-888-7213 
or allandivis@yahoo.com. I am proud to serve as your 
Ward 5 councilman. 

City Council News 
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Ward 7 — Brian Brochetti  

Parma is a city founded on strong 
neighborhoods and a community of 
caring individuals. As the COVID-19 
illness spreads through Ohio, cities 
have worked hard to adapt to the 
mandates from our state government, 
and Parma is no different. 

I praise Mayor Tim DeGeeter, State 
Rep. Jeff Crossman, County 
Councilman Scott Tuma and statewide 

elected officials for their leadership during this time and for 
keeping open lines of communication with Parma.  

More than anything, I want to thank Parma residents for their 
strong sense of community. Throughout spring, neighbors have 
looked out for those most in need and supported local small 
businesses that are the backbone of this community. 

I want to thank the residents on Gordon Drive who placed 
American flags in each of their neighbors’ yards, the residents 

who worked to organize parades for kids stuck inside and the 
neighbors who offered to buy products for senior citizens and 
the most vulnerable. 

I appreciate all those who embraced Parma’s 
#supportParmatakeout and bought carryout, the educators 
who worked hard to 
provide instruction 
and a sense of 
normalcy for their 
students and, most 
importantly, the 
health care 
professionals and 
first responders 
who always care for 
those who are injured or ill. Parma residents have 
demonstrated their ability to work together.  

As always, if I can assist you, contact me at 216-345-5239 
(home), 440-885-8091 (council office) or email: 
bbrochetti@cityofparma-oh.gov and parmaward7@gmail.com.  

City Council News 
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Ward 8 — Linda Kohar 

It has been a busy several months in my first year as Ward 8 
councilwoman, especially when our country is dealing with an 
economic and public health crisis. Despite this challenging 
time, I have remained busy working with my fellow council 
members to address resident concerns. 

We have many fine people in our city who give of themselves, 
not only during critical times, but ordinary times. 

For example, Pat Broderick, 
who has lived in Parma for 45 
years, enjoys cooking, baking 
and helping others. She loves 
stopping by the police or fire 
departments to lift their spirits 
with homemade treats. 

Growing up in a military family, 
she believes in honoring those 
who have served, so she serves 
as a line cook at American 

Legion Post 703. Her philosophy: 
“Lend a hand, reach out, and help 
whenever you can.” 

Lending a hand was on full display 
after a March 29 downpour that 
flooded many Parma basements. 
The timing could not have been 
worse because it happened only 
one day after Republic Services 
temporarily suspended bulk waste 
pick-up due to concerns for worker safety during a pandemic. 

Ann, a disabled senior with no family, reached out to Parma 
City Hall for assistance. She had water in her basement and 
little food in the house. Once alerted, Donna Smallwood 
Activities Center Director JoAnn Mason sprang into action to 
get Ann’s basement cleaned and her kitchen pantry and 
refrigerator filled with food. 

I thank JoAnn and everyone who helped Ann, as well as others 
who needed assistance cleaning and clearing basements after 
the flooding. 

City Council News 

Pat Broderick volunteers at 
American Legion Post 703. 
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Recent reports 
indicate gun 
sales in the 
United States 
have spiked 
during the COVID
-19 pandemic. 

As a result, 
Parma City 
Council and the 
Parma Police 

Department are providing residents 
with free firearm safety kits. The 
program is a proactive approach to 
preventing gun accidents throughout 
the community.  

A couple years ago, Ward 5 
Councilman Allan Divis, Law Director 
Timothy Dobeck, the Local Fin 
Feather Fur Outfitters and I 
developed the gunlock program. Our 
efforts led to working with Project 
ChildSafe, a nationwide firearms 
safety education initiative.  

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation created Project ChildSafe, 
which has distributed more than 37 
million firearm safety kits nationwide 

since 2003. The U.S. Department of 
Justice’s Bureau of Justice Assistance 
and the firearms industry both 
support Project ChildSafe. Each 
ChildSafe kit includes firearm safety 
information and a gunlock.  

“We encourage residents to obtain a 
safety kit so that they can securely 
store their firearms,” said Parma 
Police Chief Joseph Bobak. “Each kit 
contains a safety guide and a cable-
style gunlock. The lock fits on most 
handguns, rifles and shotguns. The 
goal is to prevent a child or any other 
unauthorized person from accessing 
a firearm in your 
home.”  

“We are pleased to have the City of 
Parma as a Project ChildSafe 
partner,” said Project ChildSafe 
Director Bill Brassard Jr. “Project 
ChildSafe is an important step 
forward in helping ensure that all 
firearm owners fully understand their 
responsibilities with respect to safe 
handling and storage of firearms.”  

If you are interested in obtaining a 
gun safety kit, contact Parma City 
Council at 440-885-8091 or me at 
sbrennan@cityofparma-oh.gov. 

City Council President Sean Brennan  

With increase in firearm sales, city officials  
remind gun owners about free gunlocks  

Ward 9 — Roy Jech 

To my neighbors 
in Ward 9, at the 
time I wrote this 
column, we 
were still living 
under the stay-
at-home order, 
but with less 
restrictions and 
many residents 

slowly returning to work. I hope we all 
remained safe during that incredibly diffi-
cult time when we were isolating. 

I can’t speculate what programs and ac-
tivities will be available for residents this 
summer, but I am optimistic we will still 
enjoy the warm weather. Fishing, golfing, 
hiking, biking and kayaking are all exam-
ples of activities we can safely do while 
keeping our distance. 

For Ward 9 senior citizens, disabled resi-

dents and veterans who need support, or 
anyone feeling alone who simply wants 
to talk, call me at 216-272-6418. I can 
provide assistance or connect you to or-
ganizations that can help. 

I am requesting prayers for my son, a 
Cleveland EMS first responder, and for all 
first responders, health care workers and 
frontline workers who are risking their 
lives to serve us during this pandemic. 
They deserve our respect and gratitude. 

Sean Brennan 

A Parma gun owner may request a free gunlock. 



The deadline to submit city income 
taxes was extended to July 15. 

As a safety measure to prevent 
people from congregating and 
waiting in long lines, the Tax 
Department will continue to help 
residents prepare city taxes via mail.  

A resident can mail a tax return to: 
Parma Tax Department, 6611 Ridge 
Road, Parma, Ohio 44129. A W-2, 
along with other information needed 
to prepare city taxes, should be 

included in the envelope. The Tax 
Department will then mail the 
completed tax return back to the 
resident and will indicate if any 
further action is required. 

Residents have the option to prepare 
city taxes themselves by visiting the 
Tax Department’s new E-File system: 
www.web2.civicacmi.com/ParmaTax, 
or www.cityofparma-oh.gov/en-US/
Taxation and clicking on the Tax 
Connect Online link. Residents need 

to know their active city tax account 
numbers to use the system. 

Finally, residents can still drop off 
their tax documents and payments, 
but the Tax Department will only  
collect the documents and not 
prepare taxes in person for the safety 
of the public and staff. 

For more information, residents can 
call the Tax Department, 440-885-
8045, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 
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As the world struggles to learn more 

about the COVID-19 virus, scammers 

are using the situation to take 

advantage of vulnerable people. 

Following are some ways to avoid 

becoming a victim of a coronavirus-

related scam: 

 Scammers are using illegal 

robocalls to pitch fake coronavirus 

treatments. The recording will instruct 

you to press a number and speak to 

an operator to be removed from the 

call list. This reaction actually leads to more robocalls,  

so it is important to hang up. 

 Scammers have been trying to get people to buy at-

home test kits and products claiming to prevent the 

virus. There are currently no FDA-authorized home test 

kits or cures. Ignore any online offers for such products. 

Also, fact-check information you receive, and know who 

is selling these “in-demand” products. 

 Ignore emails that claim to be from the CDC or 

coronavirus experts. The most current information 

about coronavirus can be found at 

www.cdc.govcoronavirus/2019-ncov or 

www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus. 

 If you receive an email, a text or a link from an unknown 

source, do not click on it. These could download viruses 

onto your computer or mobile device. 

 Be wary of emails asking for account numbers, credit 

card information, wire transfers or failed transactions. 

 Email and text scams will usually include generic 

greetings, requests for confirmation of personal 

information or billing details. If a message seems urgent, 

it is likely fake. 

 Stay vigilant and do your homework regarding requests 

for donations. Do not let anyone rush you into making  

a donation. Avoid donations through gift cards or  

wire transfers. 

 If you receive a suspicious email from a company, friend 

or employer, call them separately to verify the message 

before responding to the email. 

 The Federal Trade 

Commission 

recommends 

consumers have 

proper online 

security, which 

includes backing 

up personal data 

and using two-

factor authentication whenever possible to make it 

harder for scammers to gain access to your accounts. 

Experts warn more COVID-19 scams will pop up in the 

coming months. It is important to stay vigilant and be 

skeptical of unsolicited efforts to sell you something. 

City Law Director Tim Dobeck  

Beware of scammers making false claims for COVID cures 

Tim Dobeck 

Don’t forget the new city tax deadline: July 15 

City Treasurer Tom Mastroianni 



During the pandemic and 
resulting economic crisis, state 
legislators have been working to 
ensure that constituents 
continue to receive needed 
benefits and services from our 
state government in Columbus. 

Although we were not regularly 
in Columbus conducting 
hearings on bills, we have been 
in our districts (me, right here in 

Parma) ensuring constituents have access to unemploy-
ment benefits, answering health-related questions via 
the Ohio Department of Health, connecting businesses 
with resources and providing other needed services. 

In late March, the Ohio General Assembly met in 
Columbus and voted to quickly pass legislation needed to 
address various issues amid the crisis, which the governor 
promptly signed. 

The first priority was ensuring that every person who did 
not vote on March 17, due to the poll closures, had an 
opportunity to vote in the primary election. The Ohio 
secretary of state had originally selected June 2 as the 
replacement date for in-person voting, but there was no 
assurance that in-person voting would be safer on that 
date. After consulting with election experts across the 
state, legislators agreed that extending Ohio’s vote-by-
mail system and paying for postage was the most 
reasonable option for all concerned. We are hopeful in-
person voting will resume this fall but with expanded 
voting opportunities to ensure everyone can exercise 
their right to vote. 

The second priority was extending several license 
deadlines. Ohio residents who possess occupational or 
driver’s licenses that expire during the outbreak now 
have until the end of December 2020 to renew their 
licenses. With most Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
offices closed in March, April and May, the legislature 
concluded a deadline extension was a reasonable 
alternative for handling license renewals. Residents can 
still easily renew their car license tags via U.S. mail if their 
information remains the same.  

Third, we addressed issues with our schools. With 
mandated school closures, we wanted to ensure that the 
work teachers, students and parents were doing at home 
was not only productive but counted toward 
matriculating students to the next grade level. Therefore, 
the legislature cancelled state-mandated testing, which I 
advocated for in a letter to the governor immediately 
after schools closed. We also changed state law to allow 
online learning to count toward days in school because 
we did not want students and educators penalized for a 
situation out of their control. Educators, counselors and 
parents did a great job working together to help Ohio 
students adjust to distance learning the last quarter of 
the school year. 

This is only a small sample of what we have been working 
on throughout this crisis. We understand the challenge 
this pandemic presents for everyone, and we are 
continuing to propose legislation to help Ohio get back 
on track as we reopen the economy. 

If you need anything, do not hesitate to contact me at 
home, 216-373-6926; at my office, 614-466-3485; or by 
email, Rep15@ohiohouse.gov. Be well and be safe.  
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Statehouse open and working for Ohioans amid COVID crisis 

State Representative 
Jeff Crossman 

It is the city’s goal to provide as many 

summer activities as possible for resi-

dents. New safety requirements the gov-

ernor’s office provided, however, made 

some activities impossible to safely ad-

minister. As a result, the city decided 

pools would remain closed this summer 

because requiring children to remain six 

feet apart in the water is not feasible 

nor is it realistic for staff to enforce, 

along with other restrictions. Also, the 

Splash Pad will remain closed because 

it falls under the category of playground. 

“We did not want to cancel programs or 

close facilities, however, when consider-

ing the restrictions that were put in 

place, the decision was made for us,” 

said Mickey Vittardi, Parma Parks and 

Recreation director.  

There are other summer activities the 

city will maintain because it can meet 

the governor’s restrictions. Adult softball 

started May 26. Youth baseball and 

softball will begin with a delayed start 

June 29. Tot and girls/boys T-ball 

leagues, however, will not occur. 

A modified Junior Golf Program will 

begin in mid-June. Youth tennis will ten-

tatively start with the second session on 

July 6. The first session is canceled so 

the city can adapt to new guidelines. 

The Parma/Parma Heights Summer 

Band Concerts, Parma Family Movie 

Night and Parma Pride Program are can-

celed because these events cannot 

meet the required guidelines. For more 

details, read the updates on the Recrea-

tion Department website page at 

www.cityofparma-oh.gov. 

Recreation Department must adhere to governor’s restrictions; closes pools 
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 Citing funding reasons, the county 

has postponed a Parma/Parma 

Heights $3.4 million project to 

repair York Road from Pleasant 

Valley Road to Pearl Road. The 

project was initially slated for 

this spring. The city will update 

residents when the county 

revisits this project in the future. 

 The city is part of an $11.3 million 

county project to widen Sprague 

Road through several 

communities. The county will 

install new sanitary and water 

lines later this year to start the 

project, but road construction in 

Parma between York Road and 

West 130th Street will not begin 

until June 2021. The project is 

expected to last 12 to 18 months. 

 Looking ahead, repaving and 

repairing of Pearl Road from 

Snow Road to Brookpark Road 

was expected to start in 2021, 

pending available funds. The 

$1.35 million project would be a 

partnership among Parma, 

Cleveland and Brooklyn. 

“We will continue to seek state and 

federal funds to help offset local costs 

for future road projects and are 

always advocating for additional 

federal infrastructure support,” Parma 

Mayor Tim DeGeeter said. 

Road Construction Updates 

As county council representative for District 4, I extend 
my deepest well wishes to our residents and community 
partners as we continue to navigate this unprecedented 
and challenging time. 

COVID-19 has placed an enormous financial strain on our 
local governments, municipalities and businesses. It has 
impacted schools and families and placed an economic 
and emotional strain on all of us. 

I assure residents that local government officials will con-
tinue to work together to maintain vital services and pro-
vide proper support for our frontline workers. To date, 
Cuyahoga County has provided $1.75 million in emergen-
cy funding for personal protective equipment, 100 Mi-
crosoft Pro devices and emergency screening services. 
We will continue using these emergency funds to support 
those who need it most during this critical time.      

Following is a list of Cuyahoga County contacts that resi-
dents can access if they have questions or concerns relat-
ed to the COVID-19 crisis: 

  Cuyahoga County Coronavirus Help Line: 855-711-3035 
  Ohio Department of Health: 833-427-5634 
  Cleveland Clinic: 216-697-3750 
  MetroHealth: 440-592-6843 
  Southwest General Hospital: 440-816-8962 
  VA Northeast Ohio Healthcare System: 888-350-3100 

In addition, Cuyahoga County, in partnership with the 
Economic Community Development Institute, launched 

the Small Business Resource 
Center, which provides business-
es with technical assistance and 
information about financial re-
sources. Small business owners 
can call 216-452–9714 for more 
information or access the web-
site at www.cuyahogacounty.us/
covid19/small-business-
resources. 

Cuyahoga County Jobs and 
Families Services is providing emergency assistance for 
families affected by COVID-19 through the Prevention, 
Retention and Contingency (PRC) program. Individuals 
meeting eligibility requirements may receive funds to 
help meet essential needs. Residents can call the PRC 
Information Line at 216-987-7392. Eligible residents can 
also apply for SNAP benefits by contacting 1-844-640-
OHIO (6446) or going online to ssp.benefits.ohio.gov. 

Those who need an application for Ohio unemployment 
benefits should contact 877-644-6562 or go online to 
www.unemploymenthelp.ohio.gov. For assistance with 
employment services, unemployed residents can call 216
-978-1375 or contact Ohio Means Jobs at omjcc.us for a 
list of available positions and to apply for jobs. 

Please follow the social distancing guidelines and stay 
safe. Together, we will make it through this crisis.  

Residents can access county and state resources during COVID crisis 

County Council Rep. 
 Scott Tuma 
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In March, as Gov. Mike DeWine was 

shutting down Ohio, CATTS Construc-

tion was shutting down lanes on 

Ridge Road between Pleasant Valley 

Road and West Ridgewood Drive as it 

prepared for the first phase of a two-

part Ohio Department of Transporta-

tion (ODOT) road project. 

Due to the stay-at-home order, CATTS 

Construction began the second phase 

from West Ridgewood Drive to Pearl 

Road weeks ahead a schedule. Less 

traffic meant less interference. 

“Ridge construction is moving along. I 

see this firsthand from my office. 

Learning this project is being complet-

ed at a faster pace than expected is 

positive news, especially considering 

its location in a high-traffic area,” said 

Parma Mayor Tim DeGeeter. 

The $4.5 million project, which the 

state and city are funding, was origi-

nally scheduled to take 12 to 14 

months, stretching into 2021. Even 

with traffic increasing as a result of 

businesses reopening, the project is 

expected to be finished by late fall.  

“They’re working concurrently on 

both sections, which means it could 

be done before winter,” said Parma 

Assistant Engineer James Mihelich. 

Although the Ridge Road repaving is 

an 80/20 split with ODOT, it will end 

up being a 50/50 split due to the 

installation of ADA walkways and 

base repairs. The city paid ODOT 

$2.2 million for its portion. 

Additionally, the portion of Ridge 

Road going north from Pearl Road to 

Brooklyn’s Flowerdale Avenue is un-

der consideration for repaving. The 

county would oversee the project, 

and Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordi-

nating Agency (NOACA) would fund 

80 percent of it. Cleveland, Brooklyn 

and Parma would be responsible for 

the remaining 20 percent of costs. If 

approved, road construction would 

begin in 2021. 

Ridge Road construction ahead of schedule  
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Parma Dental
Dr. Vladimir Belikov

America’s Top Dentist Award 2019

We speak Ukrainian, Polish, Russian
We accept all major insurances including 
Medicaid, Care Source, Buckeye, Molina

Parma Office:
(440) 885-1111

5500 Ridge Rd, Ste 135 • Parma, OH
Highland Hts Office:

(440) 995-9999
6151 Wilson Mills Rd, Ste 250 • Highland Hts, OH

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098

– FREE ESTIMATES –
Seniors and Veterans

Discounts

A+ Rating

www.All-StarRoofingCo.com

Broadview Multi-Care Center
Part of the Legacy Health Services Family

5520 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
216-749-4010

WWW.MLewis.RussellRealty.com
 Ken French
 Mortgage Banker
 PCSD Alumni
 NMLS# 1238344

440-821-0658 | Cell 
http://Kennethfrench.nationslending.com

PCSD Alumni

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

24-hr Emergency Service
Bonded Insured

Carpet Cleaning • Snow Removal

216-235-7272

www.pernasjanitorialservice.com

PERNA’S
JANITORIAL SERVICES, LLC
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Two downpours in the past two 
months have frayed the nerves of 
Parma residents and frustrated city 
leaders as they deal with the ongo-
ing dilemma of regional flooding. 

“Fixing a city’s infrastructure re-
quires research and money. Flood-
ing is a complex regional issue be-
cause all the municipal sewer sys-
tems are interconnected, which 
means a problem in one city con-
tributes to issues in another com-
munity. We have been working with 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer Dis-
trict (NEORSD) and West Creek Con-
servancy to try to find solutions,” 
said Parma Mayor Tim DeGeeter. 

Meanwhile, the city continues mak-
ing major infrastructure improve-
ments to help mitigate flooding. In 
April, the basin at Veterans Memorial 
Park was drained to collect storm-
water. It will remain dry until it and 
the basin at Anthony Zielinski Park 
can be modified to increase capacity. 

In May, City Council approved storm
-water management projects that 

the city’s Community Cost Share 
dollars will cover. The funds are tied 
to 25 percent of the total annual 
storm-water fee NEORSD collects 
from each community. 

The biggest project is the continued 
repair and replacement of catch ba-
sins. Parma Service Director Brian 
Higgins said the city has fixed 450 of 
the more than 5,000 catch basins in 
the past three years. This year, the 
city will repair another 150 catch 
basins. Some of these basins will 
require a new grate and box, while 
others will need rebuilding. Work is 
expected to start in early June and 
finish by the end of 2020. 

NEORSD funds will also be used for 
catch basin and headwall repairs for 
a $127,000 project on Lourdes 
Drive. “Currently, this project is in 
the bidding phase. Construction 
could start in August and be com-
pleted in fall 2020,” said Parma As-
sistant City Engineer Hasmukh Patel. 

The Lourdes Drive project is the 
city’s second phase of headwall re-

placements, which started 
in 2016 after the city was 
awarded federal dollars to 
help support five projects. 

The city is planning a fu-
ture $600,000 project on 
Meadow Lane, as well as 
replacing two headwalls 
and upgrading a $100,000 
storm-water basin on 
Hickory Hill Lane. The city 
is also looking at Fenway  
Drive, Green Acres Drive 
and Krueger Avenue. 

To prevent more storm-water drain-
age problems, the Parma Engineering 
Department, Cuyahoga County De-
partment of Public Works and NE-
ORSD all review construction plans 
to be sure new construction does not 
negatively impact the current drain-
age system. On major construction 
projects, Cuyahoga County Soil and 
Water District also participate in the 
review process. 

City strives to mitigate flooding with  
storm-water projects; requests for funds 

Requests for snaking lines 

The city contracts with Cuyahoga 
County Department of Public 
Works to maintain the city’s sewer 
system. The city does not snake 
sewer lines. Residents should call 
Public Works at 216-443-8201, 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., if they want their lines 
checked. If needed, county work-
ers will then jet lateral storm lines. 

For more information about how 
Public Works collaborates with the 
city, visit www.cityofparma-
oh.gov/en-US/Service-Dept.aspx 
to read Public Works annual re-
ports for the City of Parma from 
2013 to 2019. 

The city partners with groups such as West 
Creek Conservancy to protect greenspace and 
help manage storm-water.  
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The COVID-19 crisis has 
changed the work environ-
ment for everyone, including 
Parma police. 

What’s different? Police are 
wearing face masks, practicing 
social distancing in the station 
and regularly sanitizing cruis-
ers, equipment, workstations 
and service windows. 

What’s the same? Crimes are 
being addressed as they were 
in the past. You should not call 
911 about social distancing 
issues. Instead, call the non-
emergency number  
440-885-1234 or the Cuya-
hoga County Board of Health 
at 216-201-2000. 

Although Facebook offers a 
forum for observations and 
comments, it doesn’t replace 
the formal complaint system 
already established or the Po-
lice Department’s role in han-
dling emergencies and crimes. 

Have a complaint? Call the 
Resident Services Complaint 
Line 440-885-8083 or go to 
www.cityofparma-oh.gov and 
click the Resident Services 
button on the right side of the  
home page. 

Have an emergency? Call 911. 
Have a lead? Call the Crime 
Tip Line 440-887-7340. Calling 
the correct number is the best 
way for police to help you. 

Call the correct number  
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Excellent Neighborhood
Shopping Center

Below Market Rent • Only A Few Spaces Remaining

For Leasing Information Contact:
Howard Forman

216-921-5663 and 216-315-5404

SNOWVILLE PLAZA

 www.MichelleWillSell.com 

Michelle Green
440-305-7339

FREE book available to 
people thinking of selling...

#1 
PARMA AGENT

 World Class Memory Care

Only an Allstate agent can give you 
a fast, free Good Hands Coverage 
Checkup. You’ll see what coverage 
you may need and what discounts you 
deserve. Are you saving all you can?
A-All American Insurance
John Cymbal, Parma resident

440-888-8884



City of Parma Newsletter   •   PAGE 14   •   440-885-8000   •   6611 Ridge Road, Parma, Ohio 44129 

More than two dozen emergency 
vehicles from eight different fire de-
partments quietly pulled into the lot 
at University Hospitals Parma Medi-
cal Center on Wednesday evening, 
April 22. They weren’t there to drop 
off patients. Instead, they arrived to 
show their love and support of UH 
health care workers. 

The Western Reserve Fire Museum 
and Education Center approached 
the Parma Fire Department with the 
idea. The two organized the event 
and invited local media and other fire 
departments. The participation was 
larger than Parma Fire Chief Mike 
Lasky anticipated. Firefighters from 
Parma Heights, Broadview Heights, 
Brooklyn Heights, Brooklyn, Seven 
Hills, North Royalton and Independ-
ence joined Parma firefighters in the 
noisy celebration. Mission BBQ, 
which regularly honors veterans, po-
lice officers and firefighters, added 
health care workers to its list of local 
heroes and sent two trucks. 

About a dozen red emergency vehi-
cles parked in the shape of a heart, 
which was recognizable from the up-
per-level floors of the hospital. The 
rest of the vehicles sprawled out in 
the expansive and nearly empty park-
ing lot. Once the vehicles were in po-
sition, the fire chiefs gave the signal. 
Lights then flashed and sirens wailed 
nonstop for more than 10 minutes. 

Parma Mayor Tim DeGeeter and his 
family, Parma Safety Director Tom 
Weinreich and others paraded their 
vehicles past the hospital entrance, 
honking their horns and waving to 
employees who stood outside or 
peered from hospital windows, while 
bagpipers played in the vestibule. 

If hospital employees 
weren’t aware of the 
activity taking place in 
the parking lot as big 
red fire and ladder 
trucks maneuvered into 
position, they were well 
aware when the sound-
and-light show began. 
Anyone living in the 
hospital’s vicinity might 
have assumed there 
was a major emergency 
nearby. Fortunately, there was no 
emergency — just an outpour of 
gratitude and shared pride. 

In a message Parma Medical Cen-
ter President Brian Monter sent to 
the Parma Fire Department later 
that evening, he wrote: “Everyone 
was so surprised and loved it. I so 
very much appreciate you doing 
this for our team.” 

Firefighters salute UH Parma Medical Center staff 

Top to bottom: Firefighters form 
a heart with their vehicles. UH 
nurses wave in appreciation. Par-
ma Fire Chief Mike Lasky talks to 
the media. 

Photo by Kim Tomblin, UH patient experience manager 

By Carolyn Kovach 
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Despite the national economic 

downturn, businesses are moving 

forward on their plans to build and 

move to Parma. 

Solon-based company Industrial 

Commercial Properties (ICP) 

purchased the former General Motors 

powertrain building at 5520 Chevrolet 

Blvd. and has big plans for the site. 

Christopher Semarjian, ICP owner, 

said he likes the location of the 33-

acre site, which includes a 575,000-

square-foot facility, and is impressed 

with the building’s structural quality. 

“We introduced ICP to its neighbor, Pitt 

Ohio, which will soon be opening its 

new facility,” Mayor Tim DeGeeter 

said. “We welcome ICP to Parma. They 

did excellent work with the former 

American Greetings headquarters, 

which now has more than 10 

businesses and 1,000 employees. 

We’re excited to see what they will do 

with the old GM powertrain building.” 

This summer, Clean Express Auto 

Wash will start construction on a new 

car wash at 5710 Broadview Road. 

Parma Planning Commission approved 

the project in early April, which 

included a lot consolidation to one 

acre to accommodate the car wash. 

The Reynoldsburg, Ohio-based com-

pany operates 25 express car washes 

in Columbus and Dayton. It expects to 

open its Parma car wash this fall. 

In August, construction will begin on 

Chick-fil-A at The Shoppes at Parma. 

The popular fast-food chain has toyed 

with the idea of coming to Parma for 

years and announced it will open a 

Parma Chick-fil-A in 2021. Work was 

originally scheduled to start in May, 

but Chick-fil-A headquarters delayed 

all building construction nationwide. 

Finally, Charleys Philly Steaks moved 

into 7445 Day Drive, next to Starbucks. 

They are making interior alterations and 

expect to open early this fall. 

Parma welcomes new businesses to the community 

Renderings for new Clean Express Auto Wash. 

 4-E-5-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1537

Our heartfelt thanks to the all the community donors
who generously provided PPE during the COVID-19 pandemic.

 • Bethany Lutheran School • Harbor Freight • Online Liquidation Auction
 • Chamberlain College of Nursing • Lakewood Elks • 7-Eleven Parma
 • Irene Dever Dairy • Nordson Corp. • Tank Integrity Services
 • DRP LLC • Normandy High School • Tuff Stuff Performance Accessories

• Greater Cleveland Chinese Community

Thanks to ALL the individuals, too numerous to name, who have 
donated masks, gowns and face shields. We appreciate you!
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Randy Hayne, 68, meticulously packs and then folds the tops 

of 30 brown paper lunch bags in the nearly empty dining hall 

of the Donna Smallwood Activities Center. 

Retired from his Borden Dairy supervisor job one year ago, 

the Parma resident started working at the Smallwood Center 

in January, pre-COVID and before it shuttered in early March. 

The multipurpose center on West Ridgewood Drive closed 

before the governor’s directive, a proactive move to protect 

its vulnerable 6,000 members. 

Two other workers, whose faces are partially hidden with face 

masks, physically distance themselves as they pack lunches 

with gloved hands. In the kitchen, 

three staff members fill and seal 

food trays for hot meal deliveries. 

Hayne places the packaged food 

into a huge fabric thermal container, 

grabs a clipboard of papers listing 

clients’ names and addresses and 

heads out. For the next few hours, 

he will drive through Parma neigh-

borhoods, knocking on doors, drop-

ping off meals and making sure the 

recipients respond with a corre-

sponding knock, wave or holler. 

He and other staff members have prepared each weekday 

100 homebound and community meals for a total of more 

than 5,000 meals since the pandemic began. Smallwood 

Center Director JoAnn Mason explains that the homebound 

meals are for registered residents over age 60 who are 

frail, live alone and cannot cook. The community delivered 

meals are for those who have a slightly more expendable 

income. “Both programs have more than doubled over the 

past few months. When they are full, we start a wait list. 

Thanks to our funding source, Western Reserve Area 

Agency on Aging, waiting has been miniscule,” she says.  

Colozza’s Bakery has donated bakery to both programs. 

“Angelo, his wife Joan and his father John have always 

been generous to the Parma community,” Mason says.  

“It’s a wonderful program. It saves the day for me. I am 

grateful with a capital G!” says Joyce, 79, a meal recipient. 

“This is something that they need because they can’t do what 

they used to do when they were younger,” Hayne says. “I 

might be the only person they see all day. It makes me feel 

good to provide this service.” 

Pat, 77, praises the staff. “The meals, the drivers and the 

entire Center are wonderful. The Center is a beautiful place 

with a wonderful staff who are always there to help.” 

Smallwood Center preps and delivers meals to senior members  


