


Fr. Rick

Dear Parish Family,

 



The renewal of the catechumenate is key to the renewal of our parishes. That was one of 
the points made in a recently released Vatican document, “The Pastoral Conversion of the 
Parish Community in the Service of the Evangelizing Mission of the Church” 
(Congregation for the Clergy, July 20, 2020).

We become filled with zeal for the mission of the Church, like the early Church 
community in Acts:
    - are nourished by the transformative power of the Word of God and
  - celebrate and worship God’s mystery in the eucharist.

In order to be filled with missionary zeal to do the work of evangelizing, worshiping, and 
reaching out that defines a parish, we need to rediscover Christian initiation, which 
generates new life, as it is placed within the mystery of God’s own life. 

What we need to rediscover here is an initiation process that not only saves individual 
souls but also creates missionary disciples. It is a journey that is ongoing, that transcends 
celebrations or events, because, in essence, it is defined, not as a duty to fulfill a “rite of celebrations or events, because, in essence, it is defined, not as a duty to fulfill a “rite of 
passage,” but rather as a perpetual sequela Christi [a Latin expression that means 
“walking in Christ’s footsteps”]

Here at Holy Family it is all about bringing people to Jesus whileinstilling in them a 
passion to know their faith, and become the missionary disciple that will go the extra 
mile to tell the world why Jesus is so much a part of their life. Our Catechumens will set 
a fire to people who might have lost their faith, have no faith, or have never really heard 
about Jesus in a way that brings them wanting to know Him.about Jesus in a way that brings them wanting to know Him.

Although we are all dealing with the pandemic, Holy Family has adapted to have virtual
and in person conversations which seek to bring people to Jesus and His church. Our 
present reality, which somedays can seem dreary and bleak, is actually filled with hope 
and promise. Every breath we take is an in-rushing of God’s Spirit, filling us with 
miraculous gifts for mission. Every step we take is a step along the path that Jesus walked, 
restoring the world to right relationship with God.

Holy Families RCIHoly Families RCIA team continues to bring people to the Catholic faith in a way that 
gives them a passion for their faith but more importantly to be a person of mission.

For more information please contact Deacon Mike Orange at 
morange@dioceseofgreensburg.org

How the RCIA will renew our parish after the pandemic
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M.    Spend 10 minutes in quiet prayer. 
T.     Listen to “The Greatest Woman Ever” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yED_mBd0gZA  
W.    Read Luke 1: 26-56
Th.   Enjoy this video on the Rosary: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHIuTLKwSNA
FF.     Pray just two decades of the Rosary
S.     As you ready yourself for Mass on Sunday, read the 
Mass readings (find online using the USCCB website). 
Take ten minutes after reading these to pray.
Sun.    Participate in the mass (in person or online)���$��!+��

M.    Read The Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 5-7
T.     Pray for 15 minutes. Consider the way Jesus calls us to live, challenging yourself to follow Jesus closely.
W.    Our Faith is born out of victory. Today, watch this short video on the Sacrament of Confession. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiVjwlUO9Sc Pray, turning to God and consider your need for confession.
Th.   Read Matthew 8-9. Reflect on the love God has for you and His desire to bring healing into your life. 
Make plans to go to Confession, either Saturday or by appointment with a priest.
FF.     Pray the rosary, reflecting on the sorrowful mysteries of Christ, which reveal His great love for you and 
the sacrifice He made so that we might enjoy the fullness of life.
S.     Go to Confession. If you cannot make Confession at its scheduled time at 3:00 pm, make an appointment. 
Sun.    Participate fully in the mass.
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M.    As we approach the final week of our Spiritual Exercise, pray for 30 minutes in quiet. A Holy Hour is 
considered to be one of the best spiritual practices we can do.  Seek the intercession of your Patron Saint.
T.     Enjoy this Corpus Christi (Body of Christ) Homily  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bJ0FmyHSbs&list=PLUJ2wfl6teWle6tgmRer0Jk-IAgFn9phI&index=16
W.    The Eucharist is a meal. God reminds us that we should feed those who are hungry. Make a sacrifice today 
to provide food for someone in need. Read Mk 12:41-45 and ask the Lord what He is calling you to give
ThTh.   Pray the Luminous mysteries of the Rosary, meditating on the Eucharist.
F.      Read the Bread of Life Discourse Gospel of John 6:22-5, and the Institution of the Eucharist Luke 22:14-23 
(advise reading through these twice). Take 10 minutes afterwords to reflect on these passages from Scripture.
S.     Devote an hour to enjoy this talk on the Eucharist. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P45BHDRA7pU
Sun.     Participate fully in the Mass!

� � ����������<���� � A month of Spiritual Excercises which will
refresh and strengthen your soul and set you on 

mission for Christ!
���$��'���
M.   Find a quiet place and spend 5 minutes in silence.
T.    Read the introduction to John Gospel, ch 1-3
W.   Watch this video on the Saints 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GWDJRnvnIBY
Th.   Find a Patron Saint for you. It could be the Saint 
whose feast is your birthday, or a Saint who shares an 
interest with you. Use the following list interest with you. Use the following list 
https://www.catholic.org/saints/patron.php
F.     Spend five minutes in quiet again. This time, talk 
to the Lord like He is a longtime friend. Ask for your 
Patron Saint’s guidance as you talk with God.
S.      Watch the Veil Removed (7 min) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOLZDaTgIaM
SunSun.    Participate in the mass (in person or online)



It was the early apologist Tertullian who famously 
said: “the bloody of martyrs is the seed of the 
Church.” Well, kind of. That’s a very free translation 
of the original Latin, which read closer to “we spring 
up in great numbers the more we are mown down” 
or “we multiply when we are harvested.” However 
you may choose to translate this passage, the gist you may choose to translate this passage, the gist 
remains the same: Catholics are built to thrive under 
adversity. The hardships which we now endure are 
not an invitation to shy from our duties, but to 
embrace them and allow this to be our finest hour.  
How do we do that at Holy Family? We better love, 
know, and serve God. That is discipleship. Why? 
Christ says “If anyone desires to come after Me, let Christ says “If anyone desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow Me.” (Luke 9:23). The conclusion of Sunday 
Mass is not the end of our Christian duties for the 
week. Rather, it is their very start! Discipleship 
– becoming true students and followers of Christ – 
entails the laying aside of our own human wants and 
learning to live in the Light of Hislearning to live in the Light of His Will and Plan for 
us.  We can’t do this alone, but need the light of the 
Church to guide us in our journey and discovery.  

How do we accomplish these things in and through 
the times in which we live? First, we commit 
ourselves to our prayer life. Many in our country 
have begun a 54 Novena for our country. Why not 
unite ourselves with our brothers and sisters in unite ourselves with our brothers and sisters in 
prayer and fasting? Better yet, why not do this in the 
Presence of the Blessed Sacrament...our Adoration 
Chapel is now open on Sundays (Noon-6PM), 
Tuesdays (11AM-10PM), and Thursdays 
(11AM-10PM)! You might also wish to deepen your 
knowledge of the faith. To this end, we’ve specially 
prepared two courses to accommodate the needs of prepared two courses to accommodate the needs of 
our parishioners: ADULT CATECHESIS and STS. 
CYRIL & METHODIUS INSTITUTE.  There are 
many opportunities to grow and deepen your faith
TODAY! Which will you choose?

Please contact the Director of Discipleship 
(vmarcantonio@dioceseofgreensburg.org), see a 
bulletin, or call the Church Obulletin, or call the Church Office to learn more 
about these opportunities. Please also stay tuned to 
our normal outlets as our regular Discipleship 
ministries start to meet again!   



Many thanks to our very dedicated Faith 
Formation Catechists:

Kim Marsh, Judi Kiesel, Jackie Henry, 
Mary Huwalt, Carol Pratt, Jody Taylor. 
Thank you all for all your hard work!!

Whether you are young or a bit older, we have all 
witnessed many changes in the past six months.  
The one constant in our lives is our faith. The only 
change that may have occurred there is that it has 
deepened, if possible, and taken a more hands on 
approach.   Did you ever know there were so many 
resources online until you had to search for a Mass? resources online until you had to search for a Mass? 
As a Christian community family, our commitment 
to helping children along their journey with Christ 
has not changed.  Children’s Liturgy will be 

resuming.  For the time being, it will be held in the 
social hall to permit social distancing.   The Diocesan 
recommended ages for Children’s Liturgy is pre-school 
to Grade 5, so masks will need to be worn.  Plans are 
also in the works to have the child appropriate readings 
and talking points viewable on the Holy Family church 
website, under the Lituwebsite, under the Liturgy tab. If you have reasons that 
you have not been able to return to Mass just yet, please 
take a few minutes to talk with your child about the 
readings when viewing a Mass online or if you have a 
book to read the liturgy to them.  Ask them what they 
heard?  You will be amazed what a great, faith-filled 
conversation starter this is. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if we can help. Stay well, stay safe and God contact us if we can help. Stay well, stay safe and God 
Bless – The Children’s Liturgy Team

Faith Formation PreK-6
What’s Happening at Faith Formation?

On June 27 Second Grade Students made 
their First Holy Communion

Sitting: Jakob Selembo, Kylee Lowman, 
Ashton Ridilla, Joe Kosczuk

Standing: Aiden McDowell, Angelina Razza, 
Dakota Wiggins, Paul Foss

Back: Betty Roble, FBack: Betty Roble, Fr. Dan Mahoney, 
Jody Taylor

Missing from Photo: Logan Caughman

Faith Formation Moving Forward

The past few months have been very “trying” times and the 
Faith Formation team has felt many of those changes as 
well. The catechists and I feel that it is important to draw 
close to Jesus and strengthen our faith at this most difficult 
time.
While many events and activities have been put on hold, we While many events and activities have been put on hold, we 
have been working hard to make sure our faith is not one of 
them. With that being said, we would like to start developing 
plans for our Faith Formation this fall.
In order for our ministry to move ahead with sharing our 
love for Jesus with your children, we need time to prepare the 
safest and most caring environment we can provide based 
on the number of students who will attend. We are asking on the number of students who will attend. We are asking 
you to fill out a registration form by emailing me at 
jtaylor@dioceseofgreensburg.org or register on our website: 
holyfamilylatrobe.org under the Faith Formation tab. 
Registrations are due by September 12. Registrations can 
be scanned and emailed to me, dropped off or mailed to the 
office.
As soon as we know how many students we will have, we As soon as we know how many students we will have, we 
can plan for 1-in-person class a month, 1 zoom a month, 
and the two other weeks will be assignments.
We will follow all CDC and Diocesan guidelines and 
precautions. More information will follow, and plans are 
subject to change. As things improve in the area, we will 
gradually move to more in-person instruction.

Thank you for your continued patience and understanding.Thank you for your continued patience and understanding.
God Bless you all,
 Jody Taylor and FF Catechists



Confirmation prep enters the home! This year we are excited 
to unveil some changes to our Confirmation ministry. Not 
only will we be offering the same important catechetical 
lessons as before, but we will now be inviting families to 
become more involved in the sacramental formation. Parents 
are the primary educators of their children. Our ministry aims 
to lean into this truth and equip parents with activities and to lean into this truth and equip parents with activities and 
lessons which will lead them to continue to share their faith 
and further shape the faith of their children.

If you have a child who is in seventh grade or higher and has 
not yet been confirmed, please consider signing up for this 
ministry!
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• Invite more friends
• Monthly service projects

• More time to pray together
• Outdoor hikes and adventures
• Ax throwing, to mini golf, &

• ice cream outings
•• Bible Study

• After school hangout

A few weeks ago, our Youth Ministry met to discuss the 
future of our ministry and the ways that we can move 
forward. A faith filled and enthusiastic conversation 
ensued and I could not be more excited for the future. In 
a nutshell, our aim is to continue to grow closer to Christ, 
engage in service ministries, invite more people, and find 
more ways to pray togethemore ways to pray together. The full “wish list” is to the 
right. If you haven’t been a part of our youth ministry in 
the past, or it has been a while since you last attended, we 
encourage you to give our ministry a try. I think you will 
be happy with what you find! 



Alpha online works!

We have had an incredible summer piloting our online alpha course. The Holy Spirit seems to have 
quickly learned how to work the internet, because he was present and active in our sessions as we asked 
the important questions about faith and the meaning of our lives. It is not a stretch to say that lives were 
transformed from the comfort of our homes! We want to invite you to consider trying alpha this fall. 

Alpha has quickly become a spark, which fans into 
flame a deep and real relationship with our Lord.flame a deep and real relationship with our Lord. We 
encourage you to try alpha, to invite others, and 
spread the great news that we can find answers to the 
most important questions in life.

If you have issues using technology or would prefer
to meet in person, we will be running two alpha 
courses this fall in person, following all state guidelines.

As we maintain social distance, it is important now more than ever to share 
the news of this and other minsitries and events being held at our parish 
using word of mouth.

Although topics of faith might seem taboo, to speak about and share our 
faith is exactly what Christ calls us to do. Lets boldly proclaim our faith 
together, inviting friends and family members to become involved at Holy 
FamilFamily, either online or inperson, and let us share the joy of our faith.
Tuesdays September 29 - December 8
Evening 6:30 - 9:00 pm
Daytime 12 - 2:30 pm
Online 7 - 8:30 pm

To attend, you 
must register at

www.holyfamilylatrobe.org/alpha



WHAT IS LITURGY

Liturgy is public worship – the work of Christ 
and that of the Church, the Body of Christ. By 
virtue of our participation in Christ's work as 
members of the Body, we also participate in the 
divine life of the Trinity, an eternal exchange of 
love between the Father and love between the Father and 
Son that is the Holy Spirit. 
This action – liturgical 
participation – is our right 
and duty by baptism. As 
with any sacrament, the 
action or "doing" is all God's, 
but as a good parent, he but as a good parent, he 
invites us to join in it, both 
as the worship for which we 
a r e  m a d e  a n d  f o r  t h e  
sanctification of the world. 
Liturgy is an "action" of the 
whole Christ" (CCC 1136).  

PPARTICIPATION IN THE 
DIVINE LIFE OF THE 
TRINITY

The Trinity is a constant dialogue of love 
between three distinct persons: Father, Son, and 
Spirit. Citing the Compendium to the CCC 
which draws on the writings of Augustine, 
ArchbishopArchbishop William Lori writes that "the living, 
eternal bond of love between the Father and Son 
is the Person of the Holy Spirit." Through the 
liturgy, we enter the Trinitarian dialogue by 
sharing in the Paschal mystery of Christ's 
suffering, death, resurrection, 
 
 

and ascension to the right hand of the Father.
This is possible because of our being grafted
onto Christ by means of his mystical Body. In 
turn, Christ presents his Body (of which we are 
a part) to the Father in sacrifice on our behalf. It 
is through sharing in Christ's sacrifice to the 
Father that we participate in the divine life of the Father that we participate in the divine life of the 
                            

in Christ's sacrifice on the cross, made present in 
the eucharistic meal. This is our memorial, our 
observance of his command, and also our making 
present of the events that followed his last supper. 
The Holy Spirit makes Christ's one true sacrifice 
of Calvary present at every lituof Calvary present at every liturgy. Christ is the 
head – represented in the priest– we are body, and 
we always present our worship to the Father. TO 
the Father, IN the Son, THROUGH the Holy 
Spirit .  This is the proper orientation of our 
liturgical prayer and action. 

Trinity. God's intention for us is 
that  we become divinized – 
namely, that we participate in the 
divine l ife of God and in so 
doing are made holy like him: 
"By the mystery of this water 
and wine, may we come to share and wine, may we come to share 
in the divinity of Christ who 
humbled himself to share in our 
humanity" (Roman Missal).

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH

What exactly is the mystery? 
During the Mass, we profess 
what we call the Mystery of what we call the Mystery of 
Faith. In three different forms, 
we describe the saving action 
of God through our participation  

As Holy Family Parish embarks on growing our Liturgy Ministry, I thought it would be a good idea 
to help everyone understand that liturgy is more than just the Mass. So in the next few newsletters 

we will be explaining how we should look at liturgy. So I look forward to some dialogue and hopefully 
a better experience in liturgy for everyone. - Deacon Mike

Next Newsletter: How to Participate, Grace, and Conversion.

Thank you to Catholic Liturgy 101 for providing some great insight.
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Dear Parent or Guardian,
 
Fall registrations at Diocese of Greensburg Catholic Schools continue to 
increase thanks to $4.1 million in tuition assistance now available to 
students interested in attending one of the 12 locations throughout 
Westmoreland, Armstrong, Indiana and Fayette counties.
  
If you are interested in sending your child to a Catholic school in the 
Diocese of Greensburg but cannot afford full tuition, now is the time to 
contact us.
 
Anonymous donors from the local business community have made the 
single largest donation from a family that the Diocese of Greensburg has 
ever received in one yeaever received in one year. Their donation, along with donations from 100 
others, could also open the door for someone you know!
 
The name of this gift is the Saint Pope John Paul II Tuition Opportunity 
Partnership. The acronym for Tuition Opportunity Partnership is TOP. 
And we are excited to welcome TOP students to our classrooms! The 
partnership requires families to be registered members of a faith 
community and for students to be active volunteers.community and for students to be active volunteers. Visit 
\www.catholicschoolsguide.org or call 724-552-2565 if you are 
interested in learning more.
 
The Diocese of Greensburg is excited to welcome students back to their 
physical school buildings on a daily basis upon the beginning of the 
school year with innovative safeguards in place all of which can be 
viewed at wwviewed at www.dioceseofgreensburg.org/healthalerts.
 
Policies for cleaning, sanitizing, social distancing, monitoring the 
health of the school community and other safeguards have been 
mandated by the Diocese of Greensburg for all of its Catholic schools. 

Again, the parent or guardian of an interested student should call 
724-552-2565 or visit www.catholicschoolsguide.org to arrange an 
in-person interview with the designated outreach and admissions in-person interview with the designated outreach and admissions 
coordinator to begin the process of applying for the Saint Pope John 
Paul II Tuition Opportunity Partnership.
            Thank you,            TOP Student Enrollment Department
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As you may already know, there have been projections that we will see a 
spike in reports of COVID-19 as we get into the fall. While we hope that 
these models will prove wrong, we want to take this time to prepare for 
such a situation. In particular, we are encouraging you (especially those 
of you without internet access) to SAVE THIS ISSUE as it contains 
useful information in the event we must close again.  useful information in the event we must close again.  

   • The office can always be reached at (724) 539-9751. You can select 
   any of our extensions from the main menu and we will check them 
   regularly, even if we are home.

   • Please know that we have parishioners available to run errands for 
   those who physically cannot. 

   • You can always contact the Director of Evangelization & Youth 
      Ministry (rcoyne@dioceseofgreensburg.org) and the Director of 
   Discipleship & Stewardship (vmarcantonio@dioceseofgreensburg.org)
   by email or through the parish office. 

   • If you have internet access, please visit our online campus at 
   www.holyfamilylatrobe.orgas well as on Facebook (Holy Family 
   Catholic Church, Latrobe) and our Youtube channel Holy Family 
   Latrobe.
          - Our online campus will have links to parish news, mass, faith 
     formation programs and more. 

   • Be on the lookout for our weekly e-newsletter.  

   • If you have no access to the internet, please let us know so that we 
   and we can arrange to send you paper mail with parish updates and 
   information.

May God bless you, and preserve your health and safety.



The Newsletter Staff:
Editors: Father Rick Kosisko

       Ryan Coyne
Contributors: Deacon Mike Orange

Vincent Marcantonio
Jody Taylor
Betty RobleBetty Roble

Over 2500 meals given out
between May and August! 

Holy Family Catholic Church
1200 Ligonier St.
Latrobe, PA 15650

(724) 539-9751
www.holyfamilylatrobe.org


