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 MIDNIGHT MASS
HOMILY OF THE HOLY FATHER

Pope Saint John Paul II
Christmas, 24 December 2001

"Populus, qui ambulabat in tenebris, vidit lucem magnam – The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light" (Is 9:1).
Every year we listen again to these words of the Prophet Isaiah in the moving context of the 
liturgical re-evocation of Christ’s Birth. Every year these words take on new meaning and 
cause us to relive the atmosphere of expectation and hope, of amazement and joy typical of 
Christmas.
TTo the people, oppressed and suffering, who walked in darkness, there appeared "a great light". 
A truly "great" light indeed, because the light which radiates from the humility of the crib is 
the light of the new creation. If the first creation began with light (cf. Gen 1:3), how much 
more splendid and "great" is the light which inaugurates the new creation: it is God himself 
made man!
Christmas is an event of light, it is the feast of light: in the Child of Bethlehem the primordial 
light once more shines in humanity’s heaven and dissipates the clouds of sin. The radiance of 
GodGod’s definitive triumph appears on the horizon of history in order to offer a new future of 
hope to a pilgrim people.

"Upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone" (Is 9:1).
              These joyful tidings, proclaimed just now in our assembly, are 
                  also meant for us, the men and women of the dawn of the 
                               third millennium. Throughout the world the 
                               community of believers gathers in prayer to listen 
                                   to it once again. Amid the cold and snow of 
                                        winter or in the torrid heat of the tropics,                                         winter or in the torrid heat of the tropics, 
                                  tonight is a Holy Night for all.
                              Long awaited, the splendour of the new Day at last 
                            shines forth. The Messiah is born, Emmanuel, God -
                            with-us! He is born, who was announced by the 
                              Prophets of old and long invoked by all "who dwelt 
                               in the land of gloom". In the silence and the 
                                  darkness of the night, the light becomes a word                                   darkness of the night, the light becomes a word 
                                       and message of hope.
                                             But does this certainty of faith not seem to 
                                             clash with the way things are today? If we 
                                             listen to the relentless news headlines, 
                                             these words of light and hope may seem 
                                             like words from a dream. But that is 
                                             precisely the challenge of faith, which                                              precisely the challenge of faith, which 
                                             makes this proclamation at once 

A Christmas Reflection From
Pope Saint John Paul II



comforting and demanding. It make us feel that we are wrapped in the tender love of God, 
while at the same time it commits us to a practical love of God and of our neighbour.

"The grace of God has appeared, offering salvation to all" (Tit 2:11).
Our hearts this Christmas are anxious and distressed because of the continuation in various 
parts of the world of war, social tensions, and the painful hardships in which so many people 
find themselves. We are all seeking an answer that will reassure us.
The passage from the Letter toThe passage from the Letter to Titus which we have just heard reminds us that the birth of the 
Only-begotten Son of the Father has been revealed as "an offer of salvation" in every corner of 
the earth, at every time in history. The Child who is named "Wonder-Counsellor, God-Hero, 
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace" (Is 9:5) is born for every man and woman. He brings with 
him the answer which can calm our fears and reinvigorate our hope.
Yes, in this night filled with sacred memories, our trust in the redemptive power of the Word 
made flesh is confirmed. When darkness and evil seem to prevail, Christ tells us once more: 
Fear not! By his coming into the world he has vanquished the power of evil, freed us from the Fear not! By his coming into the world he has vanquished the power of evil, freed us from the 
slavery of death and brought us back to the banquet of life.
It is up to us to draw from the power of his victorious love by appropriating his "logic" of
service and humility. Each of us is called to overcome with Christ "the mystery of iniquity", by 
becoming witnesses of solidarity and builders of peace. Let us go then to the cave of Bethlehem 
to meet him, and to meet, in him, all the world’s children, every one of our brothers and sisters 
afflicted in body or oppressed in spirit.

The shepheThe shepherds, "once they had seen, made known what had been told them concerning this 
child" (Lk 2:17).
Like the shepherds, we too on this wonderful night cannot fail to experience the desire to share 
with others the joy of our encounter with this "child wrapped in swaddling cloths", in whom 
the saving power of the Almighty is revealed. We cannot pause in ecstatic contemplation of the 
Messiah lying in the manger, and forget our obligation to bear witness to him.
In haste we must once more set out on our journey. With joy we must leave the cave of 
Bethlehem in order to recount everywhere the marvel which we have witnessed.Bethlehem in order to recount everywhere the marvel which we have witnessed. We have 
encountered light and life! In him, love has been bestowed upon us.

"A child is born to us...".
We welcome you with joy, Almighty Lord of heaven and earth, who out of love became a 
Child "in Judea, in the city of David, which is called Bethlehem" (Lk 2:4). We welcome you 
with gratitude, new Light rising in the night of the world. We welcome you as our brother, the 
"Prince of Peace", who "made of the two one people" (cf. Eph 2:14). Fill us with your gifts, 
you who did not hesitate to begin human life like us. Make us children of God, you who for you who did not hesitate to begin human life like us. Make us children of God, you who for 
our sake desired to become a son of man (cf. Saint Augustine, Homilies, 184). You, "Wonder -
Counsellor", sure promise of peace; you, powerful presence of the "God-Hero"; you, our one 
God, who lie poor and humble in the dim light of the stable, welcome us around your crib.
Come, peoples of the earth, open to him the doors of your history! Come to worship the Son of 
the Virgin Mary, who descended among us, on this night prepared for down the centuries.
Night of joy and peace. Venite, adoremus!
© Copyright - Libreria Editrice© Copyright - Libreria Editrice Vaticana   http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/2001/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_20011224_messa-mezzanotte.html



Join us for 
our 
Christmas
celebration!
Christmas Mass

December 24 - Vigil Mass
4:30 pm
8:00 pm
12:00 am 

December 25 - Christmas Sunday
8:00 am8:00 am
10:30 am
1:00 pm Latin Mass

*please check our bulletin and
website for changes to Mass
times or the addition of another
Mass on December 24th. 

WWeek of Grace

At some point during the final
weeks of Advent, Holy Family
will host a “week of grace”
where Father Rick will have
confession available every day
through the week at various times.
Stay tuned for the schedule Stay tuned for the schedule 
release. You may still schedule
confessions through the office
or attend at our regularly 
scheduled time Saturday at 3 pm.
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STAYING CONNECTED
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I want to begin this letter by offering my sincere and heart felt gratitude for everything you 
had done for our Parish and Latrobe Community over the past 9 months of this pandemic. As 
the photos on the previous page clearly show, you have met the challenges of this pandemic 
head (or should I say “mask”) on, finding creative ways to continue to share our faith with one 
another. I have been inspired by the stories I hear of the phone calls you have made to those 
who are elderly in our parish, of your ewho are elderly in our parish, of your efforts to stay connected via online masses, rosaries, and 
educational series, the thousands of meals and household items you have provided to members 
of our community, and the fervent and continuous prayer. I want to assure you of my prayers 
for you as well, and of my encouragement of the wonderful ministry you are continuing to do.

This has certainly been a stressful and difficult time for all of us. As I reflect on the trials, my 
mind quickly moves to the Cross. Our Lord himself must have felt a tremendous amount of 
stress and he walked the difficult and painful way of the Cross. Yet our Lord persevered, 
following the will of the Heavenly Fathefollowing the will of the Heavenly Father, and his struggles lead to the ultimate triumph of the 
Cross, our being free from the bonds of sin and death. In this time of our struggle, as we face 
the trials of the pandemic, let us unite ourselves to Christ and His Cross, sanctifying our trials 
so that we might one day enjoy the ultimate reward of eternal life in Heaven.

Reflecting on the Cross, one cannot also forget Simon the Cyrene, who, seeing our Lord in 
His time of trial, stood by Him, helping our Lord carry His Cross. I pray that you continue to 
find the same Spirit that inspired Simon, in you as well, as you continue to care for the 
spiritual and material needs of those around you.spiritual and material needs of those around you. Again, I cannot help but reflect our various 
ministries which have provided such things as meals, spiritual bouquets, novenas, and prayer 
shawls to those in our community, in efforts to care for those who are in great need. Our 
                                              Parish would like to commit itself to continue to support these 
                                               ministries and their efforts, as well as any individual or family 
                                              who might approach us privately, bringing a need to our attention.

                                                                                             The purpose of this annual report therefore, is to celebrate the 
                                                 tremendous work of our Parish over the many months of this 
                                                    pandemic, assure you of our Parish’s care and concerns for 
                                                                                                 the needs of our community, 
                                                                                                  report on how Covid-19 has 
                                                                                             a                                                                                             affected our Parish, and encourage 
                                                                                    your continued stewardship as missionary 
                                                                                   disciples of Christ. I hope you will find 
                                                                                   this report informative and encouraging. I 
                                                                                   am tremendously proud of the efforts of 
                                                                                   our Parish, and look forward to the many                                                                                    our Parish, and look forward to the many 
                                                                                       triumphs the Lord has in store for us,   
                                                                                          even if it might mean embracing a 
                                                                                           Cross together with you.
Father Rick Kosisko



Time
How do we use this time? Do we spend 
time with the Lord, taking time for prayer, 
to read Scripture, to celebrate the 
Sacraments, or practice the Corporal or 
Spiritual Works of Mercy? Let us use the 
time given to us by the Lord for His glory!time given to us by the Lord for His glory!

Talent
We all have a number of diverse talents, 
which we can use to serve our Church. From 
serving at Mass to leading Bible study or 
painting a door to leading an Alpha table, 
there are so many ways to be involved in our 
parish. Let us use the talents God has given parish. Let us use the talents God has given 
us to serve His Church.

Treasure
“Where your treasure is, there also lies your 
heart” (MT 6:21). Our financial gifts serve 
the Kingdom of God and enable the Church 
to continue the missionary activity of Christ 
in our Parish and communitin our Parish and community. 

COVID 19 IMPACT
Stewardship of Time, Talent. & Treasure

By the grace of God, alive and strong in you, our Parish has continued to make it 
through this pandemic. Many of our ministries are continuing to meet, finding 
innovative ways to celebrate and spread our faith, and our office staff and parish 
leadership are trying to establish and maintain a vibrant online campus to continue to 
keep us connected, establishing a strong, faith filled, online presence. Together, we 
continue to be “the light of the world. A city set on a mountain [which] cannot be 
hidden” (Mhidden” (MT 5:14).

We are also pleased to report that financially, our parish is doing very well! We remain 
only seven thousand dollars under our year-to-date budgetary needs. This is certainly a 
tribute to the stewardship of treasure, alive in our community. Whether it is through an 
increase in giving, or by continued financial gifts that come through the mail, our Parish 
has nearly met its financial goals, despite the restrictions placed on the celebration of 
our Scared Liturgy and the decrease in Mass attendance. Thank you for your continued 
gift. Entrusting these financial, as well as non-financial gifts of stewardship into the gift. Entrusting these financial, as well as non-financial gifts of stewardship into the 
hands of our loving Father, we have hope that He will continue to bless our community 
and use us as His hands and feet in our community. 

Ways You Can Be a Steward
Mt 25:14-15, 19-21
Jesus told his disciples this parable:
"A man going on a journey
called in his servants and entrusted his 
possessions to them.
To one he gave five talents; to another, two; 
to a thito a third, one--
to each according to his ability. 
Then he went away.

"After a long time
the master of those servants came back
and settled accounts with them. 
The one who had received five talents came 
forwaforward
bringing the additional five. 
He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents.
See, I have made five more.'
His master said to him, 'Well done, my good 
and faithful servant.
Since you were faithful in small matters,
I will give you gI will give you great responsibilities.
Come, share your master's joy.'"



3 YEAR STATISTICS

INCOME

EXPENSES

Baptisms
29

Weddings
9

Funerals
113

Registered 
Households
1243

Single Member Households
704

3 Year Difference
-399  *due to removal of 
inactive families.

PARISH STATISTICS

Weekly Offeratory Income Only
Other Ordinary Income 
  (Holy Days, Candles, Flowers
Extraordinary Income 
  (Donations, Bequests, etc.)
TOTAL ORDINARY /
EXTRAORDINAEXTRAORDINARY INCOME

TOTAL ORDINARY EXPENSES
  (Administrative/Church/
  Rectory/Education/General

It should be noted that Expenses remained stable in most areas.
Increases were due to: Increase in Health Benefits, Evangelization 
Program Upgrades, New Adm. Position.

Not Not reflected in the above listing are monies received for Loan Pledge 
Payments as well as new Restoration gifts. Those are used to pay off 
our loan, to reimburse our savings, and to add to our endowments.

Because of the current pandemic, we experienced an approximate 
6-7% loss in income, but we are so very grateful for the spirit in which
our parishioners stepped forward to recognize our needs and find ways 
to contribute. Thank you for sustaining our parish; we are grateful for 
your continued support. your continued support.    

      

2017-18
$494,483
$63,918

$30,519

$588,920

$569,977

2018-19
$477,911
$64,073

$179,835

$721,819

$621,919

2019-20
$466,242
$59,447

$106,293

$631,982

$701,516

Administrative (Salaries, Telephone, Office, 
  Hospital Ministry)
Church (Music, Liturgical Exp., Flowers, Rectory)
Education (Faith Formation, Evangelization,
  Youth Ministry, Adult Ed.)
General (Utilities, Maintenance, School Taxes,
    Employee Benefits)



PARISH MINISTRY

Altar Servers   Angel Giving Tree   Bible Study   Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Children's Liturgy of the Word   Connect Groups   Continental Breakfast

Discipleship Groups   Elizabeth Ministry   Environment and Art   
Extraordinary Minister   Bereavement Ministry   Holy Name Society

Hospitality Ministry   K-6 Faith Formation   Knights of Saint George   Lectors
Marriage Preparation Ministry   Meal Ministry   Men's Fellowship   Moms Ministry

Motorcycle Blessing   Music Ministry   OutreachMotorcycle Blessing   Music Ministry   Outreach Activities   Prayer Ministry
Prayer Shawl Ministry   RCIA   Right to Life Ministry   Rosary Society   Sacristan

Saint Vincent de Paul Society   Servants of Divine Mercy Ministry   
Unleash the Gospel   Usher   Vocations Ministry   Welcoming Ministry   

Women's Scripture Sharing   Young Adult Hangout   Youth Ministry

“For where two or 
three are gathered 
in my name, I am 

there among them.”
 Mt 18:20



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

The past three years have brought 
a number of changes to Holy 
Family Parish. The most 
significant was our Church 
renovation, which not only 
repaired cracked plaster, leaks, 
and structural decaand structural decay, but also 
beautified our House of worship. 
The past year has also brought 
improvements to our audio and 
visual equipment, and even a 
small studio for recordings. We 
have been able to make changes 
to many of the spaces ministries to many of the spaces ministries 
meet in, such as the Youth 
Ministry room pictured here. 
And most recently, there have 
been a number of upgrades 
to our parish Rectory and 
office space, including a 
fresh topcoat to our ofresh topcoat to our office 
parking lot.



The Newsletter Staff:
Editors: Father Rick Kosisko

       Ryan Coyne
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To learn more about parish ministries, please visit our website 
at www.holyfamilylatrobe.com or call our Parish Office at
724-539-9751 We are happy to give you information on 
our ministries, connect you with leaders, or suggest a ministry
which you might enjoy!

We also want to make you aware of the many ways we have
for you to continue to financially support the mission of for you to continue to financially support the mission of 
our Church. You can bring your Sunday offertory to our
Parish Office, Monday through Friday between 9 am - 4 pm. 
You can mail it to us at 1200 Ligonier Street, Latrobe PA 15650
or you can give securely online at www.holyfamilylatrobe.org

Holy Family Catholic Church
1200 Ligonier St.
Latrobe, PA 15650

(724) 539-9751
www.holyfamilylatrobe.org


