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Celebrating St. Therese

In his homily for the feast of St. Therese
on Sunday, October 7th Fr. John said we
were celebrating “simplicity” at its finest. Her “little way” of
performing acts of kindness made her life extraordinary.
Fr. John closed by saying “When we love the ordinary, the
extraordinary happens.”
After Mass, parish council hosted a simply delicious brunch
– various egg casseroles, chicken marsala, potatoes, vegetables,
an enormous fruit bowl, pastries and even mimosas. The simple
elegance of the roses on the tables added to the ambience.
Joyful camaraderie was evident as parishioners conversed with one
another to catch up on all the latest happenings.
This mix of good food, good fellowship and the celebration of
our patron, Saint Therese,
turned an “ordinary” Sunday
into an “extraordinary” day.

Advent: A Time for Hope
The Lord be with you!
Soon enough we will be celebrating Christmas. Can you believe it? The ending of
the calendar year and the beginning of a new one mirrors the consequences of Christ’s
saving work. When Christ came into this world, He ended time as it was and shared with
us kairos, the time of God. Although our earthly lives pass quickly, our spiritual lives in
Christ’s Mystical Body prefigure and in some sense already embody the eternal.
Before the Incarnation of Christ, the world was subject to Satan. Here we must
make an important distinction between those who could not escape from the demonic
and those who had willingly fallen into it. All the righteous before Christ were subjected to the Devil not
in the sense that they served him or chose his rule but that they lived in a world marked by demonic
influence and control. On the other hand we have those who have freely allied themselves with the
Enemy. Such reprobates damn their souls in order to gain the passing treasures of this life. We must
never assume that we are incapable of becoming like them. The only defense against pride is humility.
Furthermore, today in countries who have not been evangelized fully, demonic possession and occult
practices are common. Sadly, our own country is losing its sanctity as more turn away from the LORD.
Pray for the conversion of sinners!
St. Paul points out that one of the consequences of sin is futility. The sinner discovers that no matter
what he does, he cannot be happy. Likewise, the Devil finds no satisfaction with his schemes and
attacks. The main punishment of hell is the unending cycle of attempting the impossible and suffering
defeat.
With Christ’s Nativity [one could argue for the Incarnation but the Nativity, with the arrival of the
Wise Men and the attention of Herod, marks the beginning of public recognition of Christ’s dominion]
the time of God arrived: kairos. From the ancient Greek for “appointed time,” Kairos denotes that our
time (and us) have been freed for the eternity of God. Instead of being directed only to ourselves,
we can now direct our hearts and all that we value to God. Our time can thus become more and more
meaningful the more we turn it to God. The fallen time of the Old Adam is replaced by the eternity of
Christ.
The Gloria that we sing on Sundays reminds us that this reign of Christ has begun and we are
to increase it. Repeating the heavenly hymn of the angels, we declare that God’s glory has been
manifested on earth. This new and eternal order brings with it the blessings of peace and comfort.
We experience this time with God the more we share our time with God.
As the Season of Hope, Advent is our time to practice remembering that God fulfills His Promises
beyond our wildest imaginings. All the prophecies of the Old Testament were surpassed by the First
Coming of Christ and will be eclipsed even more by His Second Coming in Glory. Keeping this Divine
Reality in our minds helps us to wait no matter what happens. God always triumphs; may we
always trust in Him!
In Christ, Fr. John

Congratulations!

Following the Call

Congratulations to Sam
and Kathy Lupia who
celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary on
October 19th. Both Kathy
and Sam are longtime
members of St. Therese
parish – Kathy since 1955
when she entered the
third grade and Sam
transferred here when they
got married. He had belonged to Ss Peter & Paul prior to then. Their
children and two of their grandchildren attended the St. Therese grade
school.
Sam and Kathy are both members of the St. Vincent de Paul Society
and Kathy is active in Social Concerns and Sam in the Knights of
Columbus. Both have been members of other organizations throughout
their tenure at the parish dating back to when Fr. Blinn was pastor.
We congratulate them and ask for God’s blessings that they share
many more years of happiness together.

In celebration of Priesthood Sunday on
October 27th/28th a young seminarian,
Alex Aldana, was asked to speak during
Mass at both parishes. Alex related his
journey from hearing that first call at
a young age nudging him towards the
priesthood to his final discernment that this
may be God’s plan for
him.
Alex asked for our
prayers, not only for
him, but for all young
men as they recognize
and pursue the call from
God to be priests. We
wish Alex well and we
pray for his continued
success in his journey
to becoming a priest.

OUR YOUNG CHURCH
During her thirteenth apparition in Lourdes France, Our Lady
told Bernadette “… that people should come here in procession…”
and so 160 years later we did just that!
On Sept 26, fifty students, parents, volunteers, and Father
John boarded a yellow school bus for Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine
(OLOL) in Euclid. The goal of the trip was to introduce our PSR
students and Youth412 teens to Catholic shrines. We were glad
to welcome our catechists and adult leaders as chaperones and
examples of Catholic practices.
OLOL Shrine has an outdoor grotto in the heart of the property, nestled in a small hillside.
The grotto is a small scale replica of Lourdes, France, complete with water trickling through pipes,
under a beautiful statue of the Immaculate Conception. The water runs over a small piece of rock,
taken from the very place Mary stood in France. It is said the water collected at the Shrine is no
different than the water collected in Lourdes France. A paper cup dispenser encourages visitors to
drink the water, with faith and prayer as Mary directed to Bernadette. We drank the water and also
collected it for home. The water was likely the most interesting and curious part of the shrine, to
the children. Sr. Phyllis Ann, one of the sisters of the Most Holy Trinity in residence at the shrine,
spoke of the many miracles and healings associated with the shrine. We looked at the crutches
left behind, lit prayer candles, and had a little time to look around before heading to the chapel
for Mass, celebrated by Father John.
It was a wonderful trip and seeds were planted!
Thank you for your prayers and support, and your generosity at the
Diggity Dog Fundraiser, which funded this trip. The shrine is located
at 21281 Chardon Rd in Euclid. The grotto is open year round
dawn to dusk. A Mass schedule is available on line. If you have a
little time to spare, bring a water bottle to fill and take a ride out.
a
You’ll be glad you did!
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Showing Love for all God’s Creatures
We all love our pets. The companionship they give creates
a strong bond between us. On October 6th
parishioners brought their beloved pets for
blessing in honor of St. Francis
of Assisi’s love for all creatures.
Deacon Bob blessed each pet
individually as they stepped
forward. We all can be thankful
for the joy
our pets
add to our
lives.

St.Therese Parish Picnic

A Taste of
Italy with
Frank and
Dean

Popular song lyrics go “Gray skies are
gonna clear up, put on a happy face!” and
that’s just what a pavilion-full crowd did
at our annual parish picnic on September
9th.
The day began with an outdoor Mass
celebrated by Fr. John, assisted by Deacon
Bob. Frank Kozuch provided the musical
direction. The Parish Council and Finance
Committee members were installed during
the Mass.
After Mass, attendees
feasted on Italian foods
and drinks to match our
theme of “A Taste of Italy”
while Italian themed music
played in the background.
Around 2:30 the
featured performers,
“Frank and Dean”,
entertained the crowd
with the nostalgic hit
classics of Frank Sinatra
and Dean Martin. The duo
was fantastic! Sing-alongs
were encouraged and the
group participation added
to the enjoyment.

When the performance was completed there
was time to enjoy games, crafts, checking
out the Chinese raffle baskets and the other
fabulous raffles going on.
As the afternoon wound down it was time for
the drawings. The winners of the Parish Raffle
were:
$2,000 Main Prize--Carol Krolikowski
$1,000--Joe Skelly
$500--Dan Dankowski
$100 each--Sam Lupia,
Carol Krolikowski, Kevin Ineman
Winner of the Special TV Raffle--Joe Krill
Winner of the Special Cleveland Indians
Package--R. Janiak
There were 24 different winners of the
26 beautiful, fully-packed Chinese
Baskets with two lucky winners of
two baskets each. Congratulations to
all the prize winners.
A special Thank You goes to Pam Wilkes and her
dedicated staff of volunteers for another job well
done. It was a fun day with lots of happy faces.

Honoring the Church Triumphant

Relics are physical objects that have a direct association with the saints or with Our Lord.
The adoration of relics is one of the oldest forms of devotion to saints. Be sure to visit our relics,
to the right of the altar, where they are enshrined. Below are brief notes about each.
Saint Pope Pius X is the patron of pilgrims and first
communicants. His decrees allowed the reception of the first
Holy Communion at an earlier age and encouraged the frequent
reception of the Holy Eucharist.
Saint John Eudes, a French missionary, founded the
Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Refuge for the welfare
of women and the Society of Jesus and Mary for the education of
priests and missionary work.
Saint John Vianney is the patron of confessors and
priests. He is remembered for performing great penance for
his parishioners.
Saint Veronica Giuliani was one of the rare saints who
had received the stigmata.
Saint Paul of the Cross, founded the Congregation of the
Passion, combining devotion to Christ’s passion with penance and
preaching to the poor.
Saint Dominic Savio, was the protégé of Saint John Bosco.
At age 5, he was an altar boy and entered school to become a
priest at age 12. He died at age 15 and is the
patron of choir members.
Saint Catherin Labourne, had a vision of Our Lady who
described to her a special medal with her image on one side and
the words, “O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee.” The other side would have the hearts of Jesus
and Mary on it and wearers of the Miraculous Medal would receive
great graces.
Saint Peter Julian Eynard had a deep devotion to the
Blessed Sacrament.
Saint Paul the Apostle is the Patron of authors, press,
publishers and writers.
Saint Peter of Alcantara was known for his life of penance
and the virtue of patience.
Saint Rose Philipperie Duchesne helped establish the
Sacred Heart Society’s presence in America. She worked among
Native Americans, educating them and caring for their sick.
Saint John Henry Newman was a priest, preacher,
(Editor’s note… This is reprinted by request in
writer and eminent theologian.
honor of All Saints Day celebrated November 1st.)

Portraits, Statues
and Beads!

Whether you were looking for a new rosary, a Bible, an
interesting book to read or an Infant of Prague statue, you could
find it at our Religious Article exchange. Holy cards of any saint
imaginable were available for the
taking. Before and after browsing and
making selections parishioners were
treated to Refreshment Weekend
hosted by the Social Concerns
Committee.

All Souls Remembrance

On All Souls Day, November
2nd, candles were lit in
memory of all parishioners
who had died during 2018.
Mass was offered for their
souls and the souls of all our
departed loved ones. After
Mass, family members were
invited to take one of the
candles.

Treasure in our midst… Speaking to many of our nonagenarians has been enlightening and

informative. They are most eager to talk about their families and the new insights they have
gained from their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. They are surprised every day by
innovations even the youngest family member can teach them.
Also at the top of their list are pride in service to God and their
active participation in the faith community of St. Therese. They
formed or joined many of the organizations that are still active
today. Their ideas set the tone for their day and each succeeding
generation has built on that foundation adding their own ideas to
make the organization relevant to their own time. Today our faith
community needs to find ways to also appeal to the generation of
their great-grandchildren, the Millennials and Generation Z. This
group, ages 22-35, has so many more tools available to them
through the various social media platforms and wants to try new
methods to bring God’s message into their lives. Even Pope Francis
uses Twitter to spread his message to the world. One of our young
adult parishioners has sent this papal “Tweet” on the subject of
being open to change. We look forward to hearing from and sharing
our young adults’ thoughts and ideas in future newsletters.
The older generations have instilled a great faith in their offspring through their words and example.
This is the richness and treasure of their legacy. We need to let those seeds that were planted flourish
in the sunlight of each succeeding generation in ways that make sense to them so that the faith
community continues to be open and relevant. The treasure of our Faith can then be shared by all.
Our parish community joins family and friends in wishing all our members who
celebrate a 90th or greater birthday this period (Oct thru Dec) a very Happy Birthday.
May you continue to receive God’s blessings in your lives.
Helen Bond, Irene Dugar, John Konkowski, Rita Gryskewich, Andre Zeffer,
Frances Marunowski, Stephanie Roberts, Katherine Mastrodonato,
Florence Maslar, Ann Duhanich, Martha Otero, Phyllis Salacienski, William McHale,
Alice Biltz, Dolores Blazy, Dorothy Grucza, Florence Olszewski

By Pamela Skernivitz

A Popular Tradition

Young at Heart

It is so great to welcome the
Boy Scouts back to St. Therese.
Also back was their popular
Pancake Breakfast on Sunday,
November 4th. Members from
both parishes were invited to St.
Therese hall after their Sunday
Masses for all-you-can-eat pancakes with sides of delicious
sausage, muffins, pastries and cookies. The very generous
winner of the 50/50 raffle donated the winnings back to the
group fund. We thank the Scout Troop and look forward to
them continuing this tasty tradition on future Sundays.
We recently spoke to a lovely,
young-at-heart couple who belong
to St. Therese. They are James
and Janet Lewane who have been
members of the parish for over 58
years. In May they celebrated their
60th wedding anniversary. We
recognize this wonderful milestone
and congratulate them. May they
be blessed with many more years of
happiness together.

A Pilgrimage to Uganda

without leaving home

This fall, sixty parishioners from St Therese and Saints Peter and Paul, took a pilgrimage to
Uganda without any passports! Fr. Odokodit led the way, taking a break from his studies at
John Carroll University to share stories of his life, and life as a Catholic, in Uganda. Father was raised
by a polygamist father with five wives – which certainly grabbed our attention! Polygamy is common
and he used this as an example of tribal customs still influencing a 42% Catholic country.
Life in Uganda is not easy. Malaria is the number one cause of death, followed by car accidents due
to the poor quality of old vehicles. A large population growth over the years has made education and
employment difficult, especially for the young people. Father himself had to raise money to pay for
his own education by taking (and then selling) photographs (such as school or passport pictures).
The education we take for granted in the States, is a struggle to achieve in Uganda.
We also learned of the joys and reverence of Ugandan faith. In 1885, Uganda suffered a horrific
slaughtering of new Catholic converts. Unwilling to denounce their faith, they were dismembered,
beheaded and burned. Rather than scare the people, the event led to more conversions! Today millions
travel to Shrine Namugongo, some for days on foot, for Martyrs Day – the national holiday marking
the 1885 event. In Father’s videos we saw large crowds praying at the shrine, attending an
Ordination Mass, and singing and dancing after Mass – filled with joy after receiving the Eucharist.
Father Odokodit’s closing message to us, was to stay strong in the faith, and to keep
persevering….and then he enjoyed his first ever hot dog.
Many thanks to the volunteers who prepared and served a delicious meal with
By Nancy Heineke
sweet treats, and created a festive environment honoring the Ugandan flag!

St. Therese Giving Tree
Please be sure to place
your wrapped gifts under the
tree by the weekend of
December 8th and 9th.
They can also be dropped
off at the rectory no later
than Friday, Dec. 14th. We
appreciate and thank you for
your generosity.
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Advent / Christmas / Solemnity of Mary Schedules
Communal Penance at St. Therese on
December 16, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.
At St. Therese:
December 24, 2018 Christmas Vigil 5:30 p.m. Family Mass
December 24, 2018 Christmas “Midnight” Mass at 10:00 p.m.
December 25, 2018 Christmas Day 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Masses
At Saints Peter and Paul:
December 24, 2018 Christmas Vigil 4:00 p.m. Family Mass
December 25, 2018 Christmas Day 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Masses
At St. Therese:
December 31, 2018 Solemnity of Mary Vigil Mass at 4:00 p.m.
At Saints Peter and Paul:
January 1, 2019 Solemnity of Mary Mass at 10:30 a.m.
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