SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2018

Mission
Statement
We the people of 
St. Therese Parish, 
are disciples of
Jesus, led by the Holy
Spirit and made one
in our celebration of
the Eucharist.
Nourished by our faith
and with a desire to
serve others, we are
to hear the word of
God, keep it, and
share the Good News.

Masses

Saturdays | 5:30 PM
(Fulﬁlls Sunday
Obligation)
Sundays | 10:30 AM
Weekdays & Holy Days
See schedule 
inside bulletin
Monday
Recitation of the 
Holy Rosary at 6:10 PM
followed by Miraculous
Medal Novena & Mass 
at 6:30 PM

Confessions

Monday evenings 
at 7:00 PM

Holy Communion 
to the Sick
Please call the rectory

Weddings

Please contact the 
parish one year prior to
the date of the wedding.
Time is necessary for
instructions, paperwork
and sacramental
preparation.

Baptisms

Please make
arrangements in advance.
PreBaptismal instructions
are required for parents.
Please call the rectory.

New Parishioners

Please call or stop in at
the Rectory to register. If
you move to a new
address in the parish or
out of the parish, please
notify the Rectory.

Rectory

Monday  Friday
9:00 AM  3:00 PM
Bulletin Deadline
Monday | Noon
Credit Union
2165870631





Staff

Rev. John J. Schneider
Pastor
Rev. Norman Gajdzinski
Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Mr. Robert Bugaj
Deacon
Mrs. Nancy Heineke 
Parish Catechetical
Leader & Coordinator 
of Youth Ministry
Mr. Frank Kozuch 
Music Director
Mrs. Linda Schiavone 
Oﬃce Manager

5276 East 105th Street, Garﬁeld Heights, OH 44125 | sttheresegarﬁeld.org | 2165812852 | st.therese@roadrunner.com

DECEMBER 9, 2018
MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 8
Vigil
5:30 PM
Frank Hokes

Collection-December 1/2
Envelopes Used: 187
Religious Retirement: $55

Collection: $5,174.00*
St. Vincent de Paul: $70
PSR: $10



Sunday, December 9 ƁSecond Sunday of Advent
10:30 AM Don Kuczmarski
Joseph Nalepka
(Holy Name Mass)


Monday, December 10
6:30 PM
Salvatore Cancellieri

*Figure includes the following:
Parish Only: $848
Restoration: $69
Children: $2
Altar & Flower: $63
December Holy Days: $95





Tuesday, December 11St. Damasus I
No Mass


Wednesday, December 12Our Lady of Guadalupe
8:30 AM
Charles Casey Owens
SS. P&P

Please pray for the recently deceased:

Herta Mironik



Thursday, December 13St. Lucy 
8:30 a.m. Richard Lenczewski



Friday, December 14St. John of the Cross
8:30 AM
Amelia Borowy 

St. T



Pray for the Sick :
SS. P&P



Saturday, December 15
Vigil
5:30 PM
Leonard, Lillian, Robert & Thomas Bogucki
Rudy N. Guzman
Wanda M. Golias

Sunday, December 16Third Sunday of Advent
(Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 1010:30)
10:30 AM For the People of the Parish
Communal Penance 3 p.m. at St. Therese


Please note that this schedule includes the weekday Masses
for both St. Therese & SS. Peter and Paul, but only the weekend
Masses of our parish.


Joshua Stebal, Elizabeth O’Donnell, Don Tews,
Laverne Griffiths, Michelle Cozens, Shirley
Zwilling, Rita Pawloski, Raymond Pavlik, Michael
Kobie, Dori Herout, Robyn Buckley, Sophie
Tessmer, Michelle Triska, Nancy Kolecki,
Charlene Fabrizo, Josephine Wojtonek, Mark
Bandini, Laura Poss, Jeff Radak, Patricia J.
McHale, Joyce Kedzierski, Jacquie Fisher, Arnold
Brantley, Patricia Kraft, Josephine Mathews,
Helen Yakubik, Brian Shamblin, Ann Duhanich,
Marion Diakant, Mary Cutler, Gregory Skuta,
Phyllis & Delmer Price, William Gonzalez,
Anthony Amato, Joe Suster, Daria Melnyc, John
Jeloveck, Sara Soltesz, Diane Wells
Please note- coming up during Advent:
Adoration of the blessed Sacrament will be held
1/2 hour before the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday,
December 16 & Sunday, December 23. Our
communal penance with SS. Peter & Paul Parish
will be held on Sunday, December 16, at 3 p.m.
at St. Therese Church

Readings for the Week
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6
Monday: Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a,10ab; Lk 1:39-47
Thursday: Is 41;13-20; Mt 11:11-15
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Looking Ahead to Christmas

Mass times will be:
Monday, December 24,
4 p.m. at SS. Peter & Paul
5:30p.m. at St. Therese
10 p.m. at St. Therese
Tuesday, December 25,
8:30 a.m. at both parishes
10:30 a.m. at both parishes

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
OUR YOUNG CHURCH
PSR Dec 12 - Family members of our PSR
students are invited to join us for Confession
(approximately 6:10pm), followed by a Community
Meal.
Youth412 Dec 16 - Christmas party at PSR
School.
Dinner’s On!

The Fathers are most grateful for
the delicious meals coming in to the
rectory. It is especially helpful to Fr.
Odokodit who is without the
convenience of a car. If you would
like to make a meal delivery after
3:00 pm, please call Geri at SS. Peter and Paul,
216-429-1515 to make arrangements. Breakfast
and lunch items are also greatly appreciated.
Your Prayer to Jesus
This Christmas, you are invited to write a prayer to
Infant Jesus. Use the page included in today's
bulletin, or your own paper, to create a personal,
private prayer. Drop off your prayer to the assigned
box located near the Manger before Mass on
Christmas (Vigil or Day). The prayers will be part of
the offertory at Mass, and will be burned after the
new year.
Remember to recycle all of your holiday paper this
season—wrapping paper, packaging & boxes, holiday
catalogs, holiday cards, etc. Thank you!

Little Blue Books
We have again ordered the Little Blue Books for
your use this Advent. They are available at the
rectory and near the entrances of the church.
These books contain daily reflections to help us
stay connected during this special time of year.
An envelope is included for you free will donation.
Congratulations to:
Sandra Waldemarson and
Mike & Kelly Arthur
who won $100 in our weekend drawing for
December 1/2.
There are many drawings left. The raffle continues
until Easter. Tickets can still be purchased at the
rectory or the credit union.

ASK FATHER!
Q.
What happened to the
anniversary book? 
A. Well, it turns out that making
the anniversary photo directory
was not as fast or as easy as
we hoped it would be. In late
October we received a draft copy (which looked
wonderful), but it had a number of errors. We
marked all the errors and sent the draft and are
waiting for the next one, which should be error
free. My best guess is that we go to print by the
end of the month and receive our copies in
January. Nevertheless, I want to thank
everyone for their patience and participation. 
Oplatki

Oplatki (Christmas wafers) are available at the rectory
office for purchase. The cost is $2 for a package of
four.

Aging religious need your help.
Senior
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order
priests ministered for years for little to no pay.
Their sacrifices now leave their religious
communities without adequate retirement
savings. Your gift to today’s collection for the
Retirement Fund for Religious helps to provide
medications, nursing care and more for tens of
thousands of elderly religious.
Please be
generous.
Cook Books
We have a limited amount of cook books
remaining from our successful 90th
Anniversary Campaign. They make great
holiday gifts and will be for sale after all
Masses on the 2nd
and 3rd weekends
only in December
or at the rectory during normal
business hours. They are $15
each or a special value at 2
for $25. If you haven’t already
done so, now is the time to get
them, one for you & one to
share.

DECEMBER 9, 2018
The next Cleveland Retrouvaille Weekend is January
25-27.
Retrouvaille is a program for troubled
marriages. For more information, call Marce or Liz
Gliha at 440-357-6580 or 1-800-470-2230 or go online
to www.helpourmarriage.org.
Catholic Cemeteries Association—Monthly Grief
Support– 3rd Sunday of every month—Dec. 16
Please join us for an hour of learning and healing along
your grief journey. Our Grief Support leaders are
certified as Ministers of Consolation by the National
Catholic Ministry to the Bereaved, Inc. Our Catholicbased support can be supplemental to your existing
support groups. We meet the 3rd Sunday of every
month at 3 p.m., except on holidays, then we meet the
4th Sunday. The next Support Group is Sunday,
December 16, at Holy Cross Cemetery in Brook Park.
For more information, contact Rhonda at 216-930-4866
or rabrams@clecem.org.
Pre-Cana at St. Monica Parish
This year’s pre-Cana day will take place on Saturday,
January 26. This is for all engaged couples and it’s a
day to concentrate on your marriage and put aside the
plans of your wedding day. A team of married couples
leads you in this special day as we celebrate God’s
presence in your new life together.
Please call the St. Monica parish office at 216-6628685 for more information and to register.
There will be a Divine Mercy Holy Hour on Sunday,
December 9, at 2:30 p.m. in Saint Monica Church and
on Sunday, December 23, at 2:30 p.m. at St. Therese
Church. All are welcome.
2019 March for Life Bus Trip
1 Night Hotel Stay
Make this the year you take 2 days to take the
message to our nation’s capitol that we are a country
that supports the life of even its most vulnerable
citizens. Leave Sacred Heart of Jesus, 1545 South
Green Road in South Euclid at 7 a.m., January 17,
with a mid-afternoon arrival at Rockville, MD hotel, a
short distance from the Metro. Opportunities for
Mass and a visit to the legislature, or venture out on
your own. Ride Metro into DC on January 18, rally
and march in the afternoon. Return home after the
march for late night arrival in South Euclid. Bus fare
is $70. The rate per room is $120.75. Rooms sleep
up to 6 people.
Reservations and information:
heightsarea4life@gmail.com
or
216-932-9515.
Deadline is December 16-sign up now. If you are
unable to go yourself, consider a donation to sponsor
someone else.

Adult Faith Enrichment
Lecture Series with Fr John
Fr John is offering 30 minute lectures, once a
month after the 5:30 Mass in St Therese Hall
(6:30 pm7:15 pm). Each lecture will focus on a
different virtue to nurture a deeper spiritual life.
All are welcome! Come to one or all talks. A light
meal is included. 
Jan 19 Courage
Feb 23 Justice
March 23 Wisdom
April 27 Faith
June 1 Hope
June 22 Charity
July 27 Natural Laws


Scripture Study
Prepare your heart and mind for the upcoming
weekend's Gospel with Deacon Bob's Scripture
Study most Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in the PSR
school building. The one hour study includes
reﬂection and discussion in a comfortable
atmosphere.All are welcome to attend!
Dec all Tuesdays except Christmas
Jan 8,15, 22 & 29 (no study on New Years Day)
Feb 5 & 12 (no study on 19 or 26)
March  all Tuesdays
April  2 & 9 (no study on 16 or 23)
May  all Tuesdays
The Week Ahead:
Sunday, December 9
Holy Name Coffee & Donuts after 10:30 a.m. Mass, H
Monday, December 10
Senior Christmas Party (reservation only) 1 p.m. K of C
Cub Scouts 6:30 p.m., S
Tuesday, December 11
Bible Study 6:30 p.m., S
AA 8 p.m., H
Wednesday, December 12
PSR 6 p.m., S
Wolf Cub Scouts 6:30 p.m., S
Choir Practice 6:45 p.m., C
Thursday, December 13
Cub Scouts 6:30 p.m., S
Bingo 6:45 p.m., H

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
The Lord be with you!
As we continue our discussion of sin, this week we will examine slight offenses against God’s law. Although
venial sins are far less serious than mortal sins, we ought to struggle against them, and with God’s grace, stay away
from their near occasion. By understanding how they wound us and how we are healed, we can continue to grow in
grace.
Question 290. What is venial sin?
Answer. Venial sin is a slight offense against the law of God in matters of less importance, or in matters of great
importance it is an offense committed without sufficient reflection or full consent of the will.
Question 291. Can we always distinguish venial from mortal sin?
Answer. We cannot always distinguish venial from mortal sin, and in such cases we must leave the decision to our
confessor.
Question 292. Can slight offenses ever become mortal sins?
Answer. Slight offenses can become mortal sins if we commit them through defiant contempt for God or His law;
and also when they are followed by very evil consequences, which we foresee in committing them.
Question 293. Which are the effects of venial sin?
Answer. The effects of venial sin are the lessening of the love of God in our heart, the making us less worthy of His
help, and the weakening of the power to resist mortal sin.
My commentary.
For all of its great wisdom, every so often the Baltimore Catechism falls into error. Question 292 is such a
case: it’s entirely wrong. A slight offense can never become a mortal sin because it lacks an essential element grave matter. Conversely, a mortal sin may be downgraded to a venial sin when either the will or intellect is
imperfectly involved as was explained in the last few weeks.
Question 292 is a good example of Irish Jansenism. Irish Jansenism, like modernism in general, is an
“informal” heresy. Instead of proposing articles contrary to the Faith, Irish Jansenism articulates the Faith in an
inappropriate way. Without going into too much detail, Irish Jansenism has an overly critical attitude about salvation
and sin. This heresy encourages people to worry about their salvation as if God is just waiting for an excuse to
damn their souls. In this case it warps the understanding of venial sins to make it seem that almost any act could kill
our relationship with God.
The nature of venial sin is to wound our spiritual nature in much the way that a small cut wounds our
physical nature. A cut is painful and must be cleansed, but it won’t kill us. Likewise, venial sins are usually healed
by themselves as long as we do not make them worse. In fact, “venial” comes from the Latin word “venia” which
means “forgivable” since it will usually be forgiven by a subsequent act of charity on the part of the sinner.
For example, Bob is driving his car when he gets mad at another driver and swears at him. Later that day
Bob regrets the sin, prays an act of contrition, and prays for the driver he cursed. Bob’s venial sin of wrath was
forgiven him by his prayer for forgiveness and his later charity towards the other driver. Now, if Bob has a habit of
road rage, the situation is different. By habituating the vice of wrath, Bob sins in a worse way each time he loses his
temper. It becomes more and more difficult for him to regret his sin fully. Thus, Bob will probably need the grace of
the Sacrament of Reconciliation not merely to be forgiven but to change his habit. The Church encourages us to
confess venial sins so that we can gain the extra help we need to overcome our bad habits.
We ought to be on guard against venial sins because they do weaken us. Sometimes instead of a cut, they
are more like dropping something on our foot. It won’t kill us, but walking is not easy! When a person stops
struggling against venial sin, he will start to grow lukewarm in his love of God and neighbor. Moreover, if we keep
committing venial sins we will stop moving closer to God and start drifting slowly away. Think of someone who hurt
his hip. Until the hip is healed, it is easy to worsen the injury.
Advent invites us all to ready our hearts for Christ. If we’ve not been to Confession in a while - even if we
don’t have any mortal sin - it is worth going to receive that extra assistance of grace. May we all seek God’s mercy
a little more each day till the Day that Divine Mercy comes for us all!
In Christ,
Fr. John

Vic’s Floral Inc.

$1 OFF REGULAR FOOTLONG
50¢ OFF REGULAR 6”
341-3110

4984 Turney Rd.

Valid with coupon at Turney Town Subway only. Add-ons extra.
One coupon per customer per visit. May not be combined with
other coupons or discounts

FREE ESTIMATES BONDED & INSURED

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • CONCRETE • WATERPROOFING

Dan Boberek

216-642-3277

Compliments
of...

7100 Broadway Ave.

funeral home

216-341-4758

Drew & Cheryl Haney

www.vicsfloral.com

4747 Turney Rd. • corner of garfield blvd.

(216)
341-3413

216-883-3900 • www.gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

Pamela M. Wilkes

Find your loved ones
using the CCA App!

Carolyn Kuczmarski, Agent
CLU® ChFC® CASL®

Broker / Realtor / Parishioner

WILKES REALTY

11108 Granger Rd.

7119 Brecksville Rd. (at Hillside)

216-280-3061

216-328-0280 • www.ckuczmarski.com

Fortuna
funeral home

Family Owned and Operated Since 1958
7076 Brecksville Rd.
5316 Fleet Ave.
Independence
Cleveland
216-520-7335 FortunaFuneralHome.com
Savings Accounts
Checking Accounts
Share Certificates
Online & Mobile Banking
Home & Vehicle Loans
Personal & Tuition Loans
Debit & Credit Cards

Dennis J. Siciliano, Esq., LLC
Attorney at Law

Mobile (440) 289-5431 • Office (216) 264-1185
Estate Planning • Business Law • Probate Administration

6497 Brecksville Rd, Independence

5269 East 104th Street
Garfield Hts., OH 44125
(216) 587-0631

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
www.allsaintsfcu.com

4640 Turney Rd, Garfield Heights, OH 44125

216.641.6321

7906 Broadview Rd, Broadview Heights, OH 44147

440.546.5353
LatekFuneralHomes.com

Brian Kowalski

Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

216-401-2592

833.PAVE.CLE

www.advancedasphaltpaving.com

Co mplet e

plumbing service
Contact Vic Preisel to place an ad today!
vpreisel@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6317

216-337-3711
Please Leave a Message

Loriscustomcatering@gmail.com

LORI’S
Custom Catering

CORPORATE & PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

What’s in your lunch box?

216-663-0663
www.radair.com

$20 OFF
Any
Service
Over
$100

Faucets • Toilets
Valves • Water Heaters
Sewer/Drain Cleaning
OH Lic #36534

Accept MC/Visa

Full Menu at Website • Station43Tavern.com

STATION

440-836-0043

TAVERN

solon, ohio

Life Insurance Since 1879
Annuity/IRA at 3% to Members

(1 1/2% for Non-Members.) Rates subject to change

216-341-0444

Email: insurance@czechccu.org | http: www.czechccu.org

Charmin Carmen’s

Carpet, Floors, Blinds
www.charmincarmens.com

216-663-8411 • 6073 Turney Rd.

3-E-4-3

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services,
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities
Monument & Floral Selections
Celebrating Life Since 1927

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Kuchta’s Automotive
Complete Auto, Van & Light Truck Repair
3RD GENERATION • A.S.E. CERTIFIED
14255 Granger Rd • Maple Hts.
216-587-5626

14-1548

