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The Lord be 
with you! 

I hope that this newsletter finds 
you well and that all of us have 
had the chance to recover, at least 

a little, from the Covid 19 Pandemic. When I wrote my 
article for the spring newsletter, I had no idea what our 
journey through Lent would be like. Had I known the trials 
in front of us, I am not certain what I would have written 
except that I would have mentioned that even trials can be 
occasions for joy. Not fun, not amusements, but Christian 

joy. Our real satisfaction comes not from emotions 
or our desires but from our hearts resting in Christ’s. 
This newsletter is a wonderful occasion to remember 
that the bonds that God has forged between us will never be 
undone. “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor future things, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus  
our Lord” (Romans 8:38-9).   
In Christ, Fr. John

Our church building was empty and darkened,      
but our hearts are filled with Faith, Hope and Love



Our parish community joins family and friends in wishing all our members who 
celebrate a 90th or greater birthday this period (Apr thru Jul) a very Happy Birthday.  
May you continue to receive God’s blessings in your lives.

Daniel Binkowski, Oliver Erney, Loria Lenarduzzi, Angeline Domen, Anna Kurowski, 
Mary Ann Sika, Stella Radkowsky, Michael Prorock, Helena Osyda, John Kipfstuhl, 
Geraldine Allie, Irene Mroz, Dorothy Hoover, John Wietecha, Daniel Dankowski, 
Maria Bujak, Clara Stachewicz, Florence Bohovic, Phyllis Nelson

 By Pamela Skernivitz

     Treasure in our midst… The treasure I want to single out in this newsletter is you,  
the amazing members of our parish communities. In trying to decide what stories we could possibly have to 
fill a newsletter, Fr. John suggested asking the members of both parishes for stories of how they weathered 
the storm that was, and may still be, the stay-at-home quarantine.
     You were a little shy about responding at first, but with a little “coaxing”  you began to open up and give 
us some amazing stories, photos and insight.  I want to especially thank Frank Kozuch and Char Jeloveck 
for their extra efforts in contacting parishioners and relaying their thoughts to me to chronicle.
     It is through your interest and cooperation that we were able to pull this newsletter together.   
     You, the parishioners, are truly the treasure that make our Faith Communities flourish and shine.

 Our Stories Begin...

These past two and a half months have been 
God’s wake up call. My Dad would tell us 
four girls about a world change because 
we have ignored God. During this time my 
prayers have been constant both day and 
night.  I spent time burning up the phone 
lines.  I also found time to finish a painting 
of my daughter’s dog, Leo, a longtime 
companion that is no longer with us. 
                                             -Char Jeloveck

“The times, they are a changing!”  I didn’t realize how true Bob Dylan’s words were until March 15th.  On that 
day my gathered family received news that all restaurants were closing, schools were going to remote learning, and 
businesses were instructed to have employees work from home. That led us to the new normal of three people working 
from and being home 24/7.  Tom was in the basement bunker, Sean logged on from the upstairs  
office, and I led classes from the bedroom desk. We met at lunch or break time to  
commiserate and enjoy the unusual camaraderie. After work time consisted of cooking  
and eating, walking Daisy, trying to rack up points on Jeopardy, watching sports reruns  
and HGTV, and listening to music.  Church was in front of the TV often with tea or coffee  
and a new convert, our golden retriever. Sorry Father John, Daisy has slept through  
your sermons! I look forward to warmer weather and more time outside; shooting  
baskets, planting a garden, kayaking, and social distancing with friends and relatives.  
Tom and I miss our church and the many wonderful people we have been with on Sundays  
for years. I hope someone is figuring out how to socially distance DONUTS!  -  Sue Gallagher

ps

ys 
agher

Celebrating a Milestone
Cathy Kraine’s children and 
grandchildren planned a fun-filled 
and socially distanced celebration for 
her 80th birthday.  A flamboyance of  
flamingos and hearts of  love surround 
a large birthday card in her front yard.  
Cathy gives a “thumbs up” as she poses 
with three of  her grandchildren.

We spent Mother’s Day taking 
flowers to our aunts, ages 92 and 
87, who live in Mentor, keeping our 
social distance, of course.  We have 
planted a garden and are awaiting the 

fruits of our labor.  We have begun to include in our prayers 
all the children who are suffering this new side effect of the 
COVID virus.  We celebrated our “stay-in” 57th anniversary 
with a delicious, homemade spaghetti dinner. 
                                             – Jacqueline & Raymond



Mary our Mother and Queen
For the month of May the statue of the 
Blessed Mother was adorned with a 
beautifully woven !oral crown.  Beautiful 
red and pink roses surrounded the statue.  
Parishioners were able to stop during 
open parish hours and take a rose home 
for themselves or to give to someone 
they wanted to honor for Mother’s Day.  
Roses could also be le# at the statue 
while saying a prayer that a loved one 
be blessed on earth or rest in peace in 
heaven.

Yesterday was Mother’s Day-always 
spent with my kids… My grandson 
walked in and I went to fist bump 
him. “No Grandma” he said. “I need 
a hug.” Little did he know how much 
more I needed that hug. It’s been 2 
months since I have been with my 
grandchildren. It was a very special 
Mother’s day for me--one I will 
always remember.  - Sue

For Mother’s Day I visited 
Calvary and St. Mary’s 
cemeteries for my Mom, 
Godmother, Grandma and 
Busia (grandmother).  I so 
appreciate the Masses Fr. 
John has on YouTube – his 
homilies seem to be the 
words I need.  Am grateful 
for our wonderful parks 
to walk and appreciate 
the beauty of nature God 
has created, especially 
the eagles at Canalway 
Center.  Felt so blessed to 
have had Nancy Heineke’s 
presentation of God’s 
School of Trust last Fall.                                                                                                                    
– Mary, Ss. Peter & Paul

“m” is  for the million things she gave me

“o” means only that she’s growing old

“t” is for the tears she shed to save me

“h” is for her heart of purest gold

“e” is for her eyes with love-light shining

“r” means right and right she’ll always be

Put them all together they spell mother,

a word that means the world to me.

“m” is for the mercy she possesses

“o” means that I owe her all I own

“t” is for her tender, sweet caresses

“h” is for her hands that made a home

“e” means ev’rything she’s done to help me

“r” means real and regular, you see

Put them all together they spell mother,

a word that means the world to me.

(lyrics by Howard Johnson / music by Theodore Morse)

m-o-t-h-e-r 
Our daughter, Roberta, posted on 
my Facebook page words from a 

song always sung by the school choir 
at St. Bridget of Kildare parish on 

Mother’s Day and that she would miss 
a$ending the Mass together this year.                                                                                                                                            
                                   –Pam Skernivitz

Betty Lamatrice, a parishioner of Ss. Peter & Paul, had a unique surprise for Mother’s Day.  Her daughter and son-in-law, Carmie & Gary Garcowski, brought brunch to share along with a beautifully decorated Mother’s Day plant.  They sat outside on lawn chairs and visited with Betty thru the open window.  Sharing love always finds a way!

I had two wishes for Mother’s Day 
– to go to Mass at Church and to 
get a perm.  Neither was possible 
then.  By the time you read this 
I hope to have received both 
wishes.                           – Karen K                                                                                                        

On Mother’s Day we took our mother, Lucille, by car to see her grandson and his family.  When 
we pulled up to their home Mom was able to see her six month old great-granddaughter and 
wave and visit from a distance with her grandson’s family. It was a beautiful day.  -  Mary Ann

   These past two months have been unique to say the least. We have been blest to have our main 
bread winner remain employed while working at home along with being able to achieve huge 
milestones in our children’s lives. Theresa is potty trained at age 2 and Anastasia is sitting and 
learning to crawl and stand. All the while prayer has been the focus of our daily lives more so than 
normal, along with enjoying God’s creations in our backyard. During May we worked on making a 
crown for our Mary statue to honor her. -  Joanna

Apart, Yet Together, on Mother’s DayApart, Yet Together, on Mother’s Day



Growing  
in Faith… 

My husband was to have had major heart surgery just before COVID but it was postponed and he was put on alternative 
medicine. He then became weak and had to be tested for COVID.  Our faith has kept us strong in keeping him safe.  -  Jeanne

I think the past two months have strengthened my faith in God. I miss going to Church but I have found using 
YouTube for the Mass and also EWTN and the Mass on TV helps. I am praying more now because we need God’s 
help and strength. I usually pray the Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet while working around the house.  -  Rosie

Pandemic time has made us aware that faith, love and trust in God grows in us daily. There was peace in our 
home because we turned this time over to God. We trusted He would take care of our family and friends since we 
couldn’t be with them. Our daily prayer asked that He watch over us, and He has. As this pandemic continues —- 
pray, have faith and trust.  Alone—Together—with God.   - Diane

While it has been difficult to be away from our St. Therese family, this time at home has 
given us the opportunity to share Sundays with friends and family that we don’t often 
get to see.  With several Masses being live streamed, and even some with the ability 
to greet each other during the sign of peace, we’ve been able to go to church with my 
brother in Michigan, listen to my cousin play the piano at his church in Toledo, and join 
in with other family and friends across the Cleveland area.  We look forward to the day 
we can come together again at St. Therese, but are thankful for this unexpected way of 
connecting with others through our shared faith.   – Jen

I’d like to say that I’ve always had a strong faith, but over the last two months, my faith 
has been a source of strength for me. For the first time in my life, I felt “powerless” 
about the situation I was in. There was no way to “control” what was happening around 
me and I had to rely on God to keep me and my family safe. Relinquishing control is 
something I’ve been working on for years - you know “Let go and let God” - but in this 
situation it’s all in His hands. Over the past few weeks, I’ve found comfort and peace in 
that. I don’t need to worry, because He’s got it covered. -  Anonymous

My family has attended Easter Mass at St. Therese every year of my life until 
this one.  I was very sad to miss it this year.  Thankfully, we got to attend Mass 
together in spirit online at Little Flower in Toledo where my cousin is the music 
director. This was a special experience that otherwise we probably would not 
have done.  -  Matt

 In these past 2 months it seems I find myself praying more than I ever have (and that’s a good thing). I do miss going to 
church for Mass but, if I’m being honest, I enjoy sitting in my living room watching the Mass on TV.  I feel I get more out of it 
and I am more focused on the readings and the sermon.  I really miss being able to receive communion though.  -  Nancy

I think my faith during all of this can be described as this:   I must be honest, my faith has been tested like never before these past two 
months. It has made me realize how much I was relying on physically being at church, and how my personal relationship with God was 
lacking. %e positive part is that because I’m more aware of this relationship, I actually have more reason to re!ect, pray, and share God’s love 
with others. My hope for myself and others is that we can come out of this situation with a be$er understanding of our own relationships 
with God.  – Eric

If our Faith has been tested during these past two months of social distancing, we feel we passed the test! Although we 
terribly miss our Church family, we have succeeded in locating a lifeline in live-streamed Masses and the FORMED daily 
website that provides reflections that keep us connected to the Gospel messages. Perhaps we have been given this 
time to deepen our personal prayer life, and when coming back together, our faith will be even stronger. – Mary Ann

Growing  
in Faith… 



Life changes, but goes on...Life changes, but goes on...
Holy Week and Easter this year were a bit sad for me.  It is usually a time spent in preparing for 
Easter by attending each of the Holy Week services with family and then gathering on Easter for 
Mass and a traditional dinner together.  This year none of that was possible.  One little pick-me-
up that made me smile and laugh out loud was a photo someone sent me of a cute little yellow 
egg with a mask and a roll of toilet paper.  I am grateful to be working and am spending free 
time tending my yard.                                                                                                  – Virginia Langood

Well I have continued working. We have been so busy I’ve been working 45 to 50 
hours a week. Keeping my Faith daily helped me with the not-so-understanding public 
and the frustrated co-workers. It truly was Black Friday every day for the first month                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                             -  Mary

 “Lord, help me to remember that nothing is going to happen to me today that you and I together 
can’t handle.”  This is a prayer I say each day, but for the last few months it has taken on a different 
meaning because, since the Stay At Home Order, I am not really sure what each day will bring.  A 
cousin of mine said she had seen a Quarantine Calendar with the first few le#ers of the name of each 
day of the week crossed off so that when looking at it, all you see is the word “day” at the top of seven 
columns. How true this is for me and maybe for some of you because there have been many mornings I 
wake up and have to stop and ask myself “What day is it”?  This has been a time of “visiting” different 
churches online to a#end morning Mass (including our own Church, of course).  This has been a time of 
making many “check-in” calls on my friends and relatives.  I must say I am very blessed because they 
are checking in on me, too.  This has been a time of making Mom’s recipes such as sweet bread, chicken 
paprikas, city chicken, and stuffed peppers because that comfort food does what it is intended to do… 
give you some comfort!   
We won’t even begin to think about those extra calories.  It’s been a time to take daily walks and be 
grateful for God’s gift of nature.  It’s been a time for me to think of my teacher friends and all of my 
former students adjusting to online learning, yearning for their classrooms and friends.  It’s been a time 
where my nieces and nephew had their freshman year at college cut short and were sent home with 
one day’s notice and all of their belongings.  It’s been a time when my first visits to their colleges have 
been postponed until next fall.  Maybe??   Most importantly, it has been a blessing for me as I grow in 
my faith and spend more time deepening my relationship with God. I look forward to the day when we 
can gather as a parish family to celebrate the Eucharist, and even though the “Spiritual Communion” is 
a beautiful and meaningful prayer, I so look forward to the day when I will be able to again receive the 
Body of Christ.  Stay safe and God’s blessings to you all!                                   - Mary Beth Oblywaniuk

We found real enjoyment in jigsaw puzzles. Did them and then passed 
them on to the kids who passed theirs on to us.  We had fun!        
                                                                                      -  Shirley and John

Have tried to get outside 
whenever possible.  We took 
a walk through Viaduct Park 
in Bedford.  It provides great 
views and walkways where 
you can get close to the water 
and falls.  Another scenic view 
was at Daffodil Hill in Lakeview 
Cemetery. This stunning area 
of the cemetery blooms every 
year but this is the first time, 
after a few previous visits, that  
I caught it in all its glory. 
                              – Jan Shafts



     Congratulations to Fr. John Schneider who celebrated his 9th Anniversary 
of Priesthood on May 21, 2020.  May you continue to receive all of God’s 
blessings and guidance as you shepherd the flocks of St. Therese and Ss. Peter 
and Paul. 

Congratulations to Joe and Anita Juby who  
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on  
March 21st. May they be blessed with many  
more years of happiness.

Ron and Cathy Kraine celebrated 
their 60th wedding anniversary 
on May 7th.  They are long time 
members of the parish and both  
Ron and Cathy are active in many  
St. Therese organizations.   
We send congratulations and wish 
them blessings and joy for many 
more years.

Joyce 
Granfors  
was  
installed  
as our 
newest 
Eucharistic 
Minister in 
March.   
We 
congratulate 
Joyce and 
know that 
she looks forward to being 
able to serve the parish in this 
ministry.

We heard a Catholic joke that gave us a 
smile. Since we just celebrated Ascension 
last month, it sought to explain in current 
language the significance of this feast.   
It said:

“The Feast of the Ascension  
honors the day that Jesus  

started to work from home.”

 a Catholic joke that gave
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St. Therese  
will be opening the 
2021 Mass book  

for your  
intentions  

on June 15th.   
More details have 

appeared 
in the bulletin.

Mark your Calendars!   
The annual picnic and raffle are 
planned for Sunday, September 
20th.  Circle the date on your 
calendar now for an afternoon of 
fun and enjoyment together.

Deacon Bob Bugaj 
celebrated the 10th 
Anniversary of his 
ordination as Deacon.  
We are thankful for your 
dedication and ministry 
to both parishes.



What can we learn $om what happened? 

     Remember back in February and early March when a certain priest mentioned to you that buying some 
canned food would be a good idea? Looking backwards, I should have advised you all to buy and freeze some 
meat! It is that sort of review that I want to do with you right now. Now that we are back to some measure 
of normalcy - at least, I pray that we are by the time of this article’s printing - it is worthwhile to take stock of 
our spiritual, emotional, and civic lives. Whenever we su(er in new ways, we should learn how we can be$er 

conform ourselves to the Cross of Christ. 
     Firstly, and most importantly, we should examine how the Covid 19 Pandemic a(ected our prayer lives. Were we able to 
pray each day? As our Diocesan Administrator, Rev. Donald Oleksiak, mentioned at the beginning of the outbreak, the Church 
possesses a rich tradition of personal prayers. Did I keep my prayers up at home, or did I allow my prayer life to wither away? 
How did I keep Sunday holy? From watching Mass on TV to spending a half hour with the Scriptures, there were many ways 
to keep Sunday holy even without a$ending Mass physically. Did I make any spiritual communions? God never denies us His 
grace. When the saints could not receive Holy Communion, they o#en discovered that their desire for Communion established 
a deep enough bond with God that He graced their hearts with His Holy Presence. Now, we might not be able to count on such 
a mystical experience, but we can all strive to deepen our desire for Christ in the Eucharist. Lastly, when we did pray, what was it 
about? Were we praying for relief, for an end to the pandemic, or was something else on our minds and hearts?  
     We have all just gone through the greatest cultural shi# in our lifetimes. Not since World War II has our country - or for 
that ma$er, the world - had its daily activities so profoundly changed. Since as human beings we are social animals, the lack of 
socializing is bound to have had an impact on us emotionally. In fact, some of us might still be experiencing anxiety and even 
melancholy. Let me give a brief example. I had a young man come to me from another parish who was su(ering terribly. %is 
poor soul had a long list of ailments that he had controlled well before Covid 19, but once he and his family were stuck at home, 
things went south fast. It is important for us to know how we handle spikes in stress and the chronic stress of the lockdown. 
Knowing whether we will be inclined to get mad, sad, or just stop and watch too much television is a great insight that will help 
us recognize and curtail poor behavior early. 
      How has our place in society changed? Do we feel less connected with our neighbors? Do we believe our leaders - elected 
and unelected - more or less now? Who was giving me the truth and who did not know what he was talking about? Who put 
his money where his mouth was, as the old saying goes? %ese questions might have some hard answers that the people we 
trusted with our lives were not the ones that we thought that they were. Although it was not the place to criticize or hinder their 
decisions during the crisis, now it is the time for us to debate what powers the government should and should not have. In the 
Roman republic, they had a special o)ce of dictator. In an emergency, the Senate could give one man full authority…for six 
months. We do not have such a law. If we want to have such a law, we should make one. If we do not, then we should codify our 
decision that the government cannot take certain liberties from us. Again, I am not advocating either position here. I am stating, 
however, that it is time for each of us to pray and re!ect about the above. 
     It is my opinion that our leaders, religious and civic, did a decent job with their response. Most of what they could have done 
be$er would only have been possible with the bene*t of hindsight. All of us now have the opportunity to re!ect on what we can 
learn about ourselves and our country from this pandemic. Ultimately, I pray that we cherish the grace of God all the more as the 
real source of our blessings on this earth. 
 In Christ, 
             Fr. John
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Father’s Day is Sunday,  
June 21st.  We want to wish 
all fathers, grandfathers, great-
grandfathers, Godfathers, 
Stepfathers, adoptive fathers and 
all father figures an amazing and 
very happy Father’s Day.  We 
know that celebrations may be 
different this year and we hope 
to hear all the amazing stories of 
how you celebrated the day for 
our next newsletter.
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     I was in Vienna, Austria with my daughter, Hannah, celebrating her final spring break 
when the Travel Ban was announced and we had to cut our trip short and fly home.   
I came back to Cleveland and she returned to the University of Arizona, and we both  
self-quarantined for two weeks.
     While shopping in Vienna, I went into a Religious Goods store and bought myself a 
beautiful pyx and burse, as I had been borrowing ones to take Holy Communion to my  
aunt and uncle, Pat & John Kipfstuhl.  As my quarantine was ending, the Diocese  
suspended Masses and the distribution of Holy Communion.   
I look forward to returning to Mass and serving as an Extraordinary Minister of the 
Eucharist.  I am also looking forward to one day being able to fly to Arizona to  
celebrate Hannah’s graduation.                                                       - Renee Lesko

Faith, Family and Humor Sustain UsFaith, Family and Humor Sustain Us
     Life sure has changed since the Stay Home Ohio order.  We especially miss 
attending daily Mass and our interaction with our friends at the various area 
churches we worship at during the week.  It is strange to “attend” weekend Mass 
in our living room instead of at St. Therese! We long to receive the Holy Eucharist 
when back at Mass sitting in a pew instead of on our couch!!!
     Karen really misses volunteering at the St. Vincent DePaul food pantry, which 
had to close during this pandemic.  Be sure to donate so that the food shelves can 
be restocked!!!!!!!!!
     We really miss seeing our friends and family and our weekly breakfasts with 

them.  To help us stay connected, we bought an IPAD, and our daughters helped us set it up and 
showed us how to use it.  We now regularly Facetime with our granddaughter, Hannah, who is still in 
college in Arizona, and have attended a Zoom Happy Hour and a Zoom meeting with another social 
group.  We may not like this new normal, but we are learning to adapt and make the best of it!  
                                                                                                               - Karen & Jim Kipfstuhl
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them.  To help us stay
showed us how to use

  Having an essential job in the trucking industry I was able to keep   
working.  Each day in the parking lot a rafter of wild turkeys would keep 
us entertained.  They would spread their tail feathers and strut around the 
area much to the delight of all who watched.  Of course, they expected to 
be rewarded with “crumbs” of food and many watchers obliged.         
                                                                                   – Virginia Langood

If you are reading this you are a survivor. God has protected you from harm, watched over your health, and blessed 
you with many opportunities to think, reflect and pray.  Sometimes we take these things for granted or put them on 
the bottom of the job list. Before I wrote this I was in Wal-mart in the garden area.  It was wonderful to hear people 
talking with masks on, and at times you heard a laugh about the plants, what fertilizer to use and how much water 
to give them. Life is going on. We have seen a detour and survived it. Just think, we will be able to enjoy picnics, 
family celebrations and friends getting together for a good cookout followed by a game of cards.  Meetings will 
start up again and we will be able to enjoy each other’s company. God provided us with email, live streaming and 
the technology to view Easter Services on TV and computer. This may have brought many families closer together. 
Maybe they made a call or wrote an encouraging note. Our friends have, and will, support us in the days ahead and 
our grandchildren will give us that special hug.  I am looking forward to Mass in our Church. We may have tears in 
our eyes, but a sincere “Thank You” will be sent to God for keeping us safe.
                        STAY SAFE     STAY HEALTHY     LOVE EACH OTHER    - Bernie Cermak

  We hope you found inspiration and joy in the stories we told.  We had 
so many that we ran out of room to print them all. We will use them next 
newsletter and will also want to hear how you have begun transitioning to the 
new “normal”.  Thank you everyone for sharing.  We are extremely grateful.


