

ST. THERESE PARISH 
MISSION STATEMENT
“We the people of St. Therese Parish, are disciples of Jesus, led by the Holy Spirit and made one in our celebration of the Eucharist. Nourished by our faith and with a desire to serve others, we are to hear the word of God, keep it, and share the Good News.”

November 29, 2020 • First Sunday of Advent 
5276 East 105th Street
Garfield Hts., OH, 44125
Phone: 216-581-2852 ȉ FAX: 216-581-5091
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.



MASS SCHEDULE
Monday: Recitation of the Holy Rosar y at 6:10 p.m.
followed by Miraculous Medal Novena & Mass at 6:30
p.m.
Thursday: 8:30 a.m.
Vigil Saturday: 5:30 p.m. · Sunday: 10:30 a.m.
Holy Days: Check bulletin pr ior to Holy Day
Holidays: Check bulletin
Confessions: Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m.

STAFF
Rev. John J. Schneider, Pastor
john.j.schneider@icloud.com
Rev. Norman Gajdzinski, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Mr. Robert Bugaj, Deacon
Mr. Frank Kozuch, Music Director
Mr. Kevin McManamon, Office Manager
Mrs. Joanna Parsons, PSR Coordinator
Mrs. Tracy Johnson, Youth Minister
SICK CALLS: Please call the Par ish Office.
WEDDINGS: Please contact the Par ish Office 6
months prior to the date of the wedding. Time is
necessary for instructions, paperwork and sacramental
preparation.
BAPTISMS: Please call the Par ish Office to make
arrangements in advance. Pre-Baptismal instructions are
required for parents.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call or stop in the
Parish Office.
BULLETIN DEADLINE...MONDAY AT NOON

Email: st.therese@roadrunner.com
Church Website: www.sttheresegarfield.org
All Saints Federal Credit Union: 216-587-0631
Credit Union Website: www.allsaintsfcu.com

NOVEMBER 29, 2020


MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Saturday, November 28Vigil
SS. P&P 4:00 PM
Anthony & Mildred Witkiewicz
All Souls
St. T
5:30 PM
The People of the Parishes
All Souls


Sunday, November 29First Sunday of Advent
SS. P&P 8:30 AM Joe, Anna & Joey Kazimour


All Souls
St. T
10:30 AM Richard Kawolics
All Souls


Monday, November 30St. Andrew

St. T

6:30 PM

Salvatore Cancellieri
All Souls

November 22

The November 22 collection figures were not available at
the time this bulletin was submitted to the publisher.
Please see next weekend’s bulletin.

Thank you for your continued generosity! If
you would like information about automatic
giving through We Share, please contact the
rectory.



Tuesday, December 1
No Mass


Wednesday, December 2

St. P&P 8:30 AM



Michael William Hydock



Thursday, December 3St. Francis Xavier
St. T 8:30 AM
The Kocab & Cermak Families


Friday, December 4St. John Damascene
SS. P&P 8:30 AM
Florence Ambrochowicz

Saturday, December 5
Vigil 
SS. P&P 4:00 PM
The People of the Parishes 
St. T
5:30 PM
Wanda Golias 

Sunday, December 6Second Sunday of Advent
SS. P&P 8:00 AM Adoration
SS. P&P 8:30 AM Joseph Dobies (AM)
St. T
10:00 AM Adoration
St. T
10:30 AM Leonard, Lillian, Robert &
Thomas Bogucki

Pray for the Sick :

Shirley Zwilling, Dori Herout, Sophie Tessmer,
Nancy Kolecki, Joyce Kedzierski, Josephine
Mathews, Anthony Amato, Daria Melnyc, David
Bob, Charlie Dunlap, Kenny Krawczyk, Ann
Duhanich, Janet Carrol, Sandy Skul, Robin
Buckley, Beverly Briggs, Joyce Peck, Dennis
Yarmesch, Patricia Yarmesch, Dolores DiBaggio,
Stanley Faiken, Greg Skuta, Joe Suster, John &
Pat Kipfstuhl, Jim Khol,
Dick Fisher, Mary
Decker, Paula Dragunas, Carol Hardon, Barbara
Sever, Joseph Juby
If you know of any names that should be removed or
added, please contact the rectory at 216-581-2852.

Readings for the Week
Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7; 1 Cor 1:3-9;Mk 13:33-37
Monday: Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8

Please pray for the recently deceased:
Rev. Monsignor Robert C. Wolff

The new Missals begin with the First Sunday of
Advent and are available at the cross aisle and at
the main entrance of the church. The same
guidelines still apply, so please take one and
keep it as your personal copy and bring it with
you when attending Mass.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Weekend Drawing
The $100.00 winners of our November 22
drawing were Mary Lou Kieta and Joe
Monteleone.
Wreath Pick-up Reminder
If you ordered a Christmas wreath, spray or
centerpiece from our sale, orders can be picked up
this weekend at the white garage in the church
parking lot. Pick-up times are Saturday, November
28, from 5-6:30 pm. and Sunday, November 29,
from 10 a.m. to noon. There will be a limited
quantity of cash and carry items for sale. Thank
you again for your support.
#weGiveCatholic
The Catholic Community Foundation is once again
hosting #weGiveCatholic, northeast Ohio’s Online
Day of Catholic Giving on Tuesday, December 1,
also known as “Giving Tuesday,” a global day of
giving. A total of 235 Catholic parishes, schools,
ministries, Catholic Charities sites/programs and
other Catholic organizations affiliated with the
Diocese of Cleveland will be accepting donations
on weGiveCatholic.org during a 24-hour period.
Thank you for Giving Catholic on Giving Tuesday.
Catholic Campaign for Human Development
Thank you for your support last week for the
collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development! This collection raises funds to
support those on the margins who are living in
poverty in the United States. If you missed the
collection, it’s not too late to give! Visit
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections.

PSR Family Advent Challenges
December 2nd: Set up an Advent Wreath
Focus: Remind yourself and your family to
take time out of each day and prepare your
hearts for the coming of Jesus. Do you have
room in your heart and life for Jesus? Or do
you need to make room and prepare?
Little Blue Books
We have again ordered the Little Blue Books for
your use this Advent. They are available at the
rectory and near the entrances of the church.
These books contain daily reflections to help us
stay connected during this special time of year.
An envelope is included for your free will donation.

Ask Father

Q. “Father John, please tell us about

guardian angels. Thank you.”
A. Each person has an angel
assigned to watch over them for their
entire life. Since angels are
differentiated by their tasks, each guardian angel exists
only for a singular person. Now, many people
mistakenly think that angels once were persons.
Perhaps such people have watched It’s a Wonderful
Life too many times. To be clear, angels are not human
beings; angels are pure spirits who naturally exist for all
time. Unlike God, Who is without beginning or end,
angels do have discrete powers. Moreover, angels exist
not in our continuum of time but in their own called
“semper eternity.” Nevertheless, an angel is more
powerful than all of the energy in the universe. When
we speak of our guardian angels, we are talking about
those angels that God has assigned the task of
watching over us. Not only do individuals have guardian
angels, but so do countries, dioceses, and all
communities. Joining the guardian angels in watching
over us are loved ones in Heaven. These saints - and
they are saints not angels - do not naturally have
powers that make the sun look like a candle. Instead,
the saints are primarily given the task of dispensing
grace.

Looking Ahead - Mass Times

The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Monday, December 7, St. Therese
6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 8, SS. Peter & Paul 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, December 8, St. Therese
Noon
Tuesday, December 8, SS. Peter & Paul 4:00 p.m.
Christmas

Thursday, December 24, SS. Peter & Paul 4:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 24, St. Therese
5:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 24, St. Therese
10:00 p.m.
Friday, December 25, SS. Peter & Paul
8:30 a.m.
Friday, December 25, St. Therese
10:30 a.m.
A Communal Penance Service is scheduled for Sunday,
December 13, at St. Therese Church at 3 p.m.

Attention Seniors
Due to the Corona Virus, there will not be any Senior
meetings until further notice. Please hold on to your
Seniors’ dues envelope for the time being. Thank
you.

NOVEMBER 29, 2020
Skip a Payment Bulletin
All Saints Federal Credit Union is running a
Skip a Payment during the month of December!
Sign up for an All Saints FCU Visa Credit Card
today and become eligible for this promotion!
Visit or call any of our three branch locations
for more information; for hours, addresses, and
phone numbers, please visit our website at
www.allsaintsfcu.com, or call 216-524-0414,
216-587-0631, or 440-888-3663.
Catholic Charities
Thank you! Your support of the Annual Appeal has
made a difference! Here at St. Therese, 170
parishioners have pledged $25,837.00 toward our
parish goal of $28,032. That is 92.17% of our
overall goal.
Your financial support makes a
difference and transforms lives. If you have not yet
made your gift, contact Karen Joyce at 216-6966525 x1910 to give by phone or make a secure
online gift at www.CatholicCommunity.org/donate.

The Music Ministry Dept. is
excited to announce the acquisition
of a Roland Digital Piano at SS.
Peter & Paul Parish. It is sure to
further enhance our liturgies with
advanced technological sounds and
clarity. Please bear with us as we get settled by
adjusting levels and become more familiar in
the next few weeks. A picture of the piano is
posted on the choir loft door at SS. Peter &
Paul.
Don’t Forget:
The Diocese of Cleveland has a special resource
page on its website to offer everyone a variety of
user-friendly material aimed at helping to make this
Advent and Christmas meaningful. Look for this
page
posted
on
the
diocesan
website,
dioceseofcleveland.org.

SHOPPING ONLINE
Due to COVID19 many people are turning to online
shopping. Smile.amazon.com is one way to shop
from the convenience of your home. The holidays
will soon be approaching and you may want to start
your shopping early. Why not help St. Therese
Parish earn 0.5% of your purchase price with no
fees and no extra cost to you? Use our link https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/340714753 for easy access
to Amazon and share the link with your children,
other family members and friends. 
Stay Safe.

Christmas Giving Tree
Due to the ongoing limitations placed
on us by the pandemic, and for the health
and safety of all involved, the Social
Concerns Commission will not be able to
sponsor the annual Christmas Giving Tree
this year.
Each year we have looked forward to this
wonderful opportunity to help the less fortunate and
you have always responded most generously. We
thank you for that.
Please keep those in need in your prayers. You
may also donate to the St. Vincent de Paul Society,
our partner in the Giving Tree program, whose
continuous mission is to help those in need in our
parish and community.
Know that the Social
Concerns members will continue to pray for all of
our parishioners as we weather this storm together.

Remember:
Wash your hands,
Say your prayers,
Jesus and germs are everywhere!
The Week Ahead
Tuesday, December 1
Bible Study 6:30 p.m., rectory
AA 7:30 pm, church hall
Wednesday, December 2
PSR 6 p.m., church hall

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
The Lord be with you!
I hope that this weekend finds all of you welcoming this holy season. Advent gives us all the opportunity to prepare our
hearts for the comings of Christ. Serendipitously, our review of the Baltimore Catechism touches upon the Second
Coming of Christ indirectly. Since the Church will last forever, she will exist when Christ comes in glory to judge the earth
with fire.
Question 543. What do you mean by the indefectibility of the Church?
Answer. By the indefectibility of the Church I mean that the Church, as Christ founded it, will last till the end of time.
Question 544. What is the difference between the infallibility and indefectibility of the Church?
Answer. When we say the Church is infallible we mean that it can never teach error while it lasts; but when we say the
Church is indefectible, we mean that it will last forever and be infallible forever; that it will always remain as Our Lord
founded it and never change the doctrines He taught.
Question 545. Did Our Lord Himself make all the laws of the Church?
Answer. Our Lord Himself did not make all the laws of the Church. He gave the Church also power to make laws to suit
the needs of the times, places or persons as it judged necessary.
Question 546. Can the Church change its laws?
Answer. The Church can, when necessary, change the laws it has itself made, but it cannot change the laws that Christ
has made. Neither can the Church change any doctrine of faith or morals.
My commentary.
Many people falsely believe that the Second Coming of Christ will be preceded by a great persecution that will in effect
destroy the Church. Evidently, Our Lord telling St. Peter that the forces of hell will never prevail against the Church was
not clear enough. It is our belief as Catholics that the Church will last till the end of time. In fact, we claim that the Church
Triumphant will last forever! Eternal life has no end after all.
Where does this odd belief among some Catholics (and Protestants) come from? First, they mistake the Lord’s warnings
of remaining ready for His Return with a prediction of His imminent return. Think about this claim for a second: Jesus goes
to all the trouble to Ascend to Heaven just so that He can turn around and come right back? That makes no sense. If
Christ intended to end the world imminently, He would have done that before He Ascended. Second, this mistaken belief
comes from a misunderstanding of St. John’s Apocalypse. Remember, in Greek this word ἀποκάλυψις means
“uncovering” or “unveiling.” In writing about the end of the world, St. John is not predicting it but describing it. In other
words, He is not attempting to give anyone a guide of warning signs but an extended spiritual commentary on how time
will end. It would be beyond the scope of this article to explain in detail much more, so let it suffice to say that as Catholics
we read this book as St. John experienced it: a spiritual vision meant to be taken to prayer.
Questions 545 and 546 bring up the distinction between Church discipline and Church Law as participating in Eternal
Law. The Eternal Law of God does not change because reality does not change. God created everything with a particular
nature, and it is based upon that nature and its place in the world that each creature ought to act. Likewise, the Divine
Revelation of Christ remains unchanging with the Church neither adding or subtracting from it. We might phrase a truth
differently, but the essence of the matter remains the same.
Church discipline does - and sometimes too often - changes. How long should one fast before Holy Communion? Do you
make the Sign of the Cross or bow when the Holy Trinity is named at Church? Can we eat meat during Lent? These are
all matters of Church discipline and are really regulations. We cannot change them ourselves, but the Church can. If you
remember my Ask Father from a few weeks ago, I went over how the Church changed her fasting laws several times last
century. When it comes to such regulations, individual circumstances will count for a lot in how the Church applies the
higher divine laws to ordinary life.
The best example of the Church acting this way has been the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on
Sundays. The Third Commandment of “Keep Holy the Sabbath” remains in force, but our requirement to come to Church
as part of that law has been suspended because of the pandemic. Hopefully, we will be able to reimpose the requirement
sooner rather than later. Nota bene: it has always been the rule that if you are too sick to go to work (or go shopping for
food), you are not required to come to Church.
Although we do not know when the world will end, we do know through faith that it will. Likewise, we know that the Church
will be there to the very second of Christ’s Coming in Glory. Like the good servants who diligently worked for their master
while he was away, we need to use the time that we have to further His Kingdom. May our hope of His Coming bring us
the encouragement we need to labor fruitfully in the vineyard of His Grace.

In Christ,
Fr. John

Vic’s Floral Inc.
7100 Broadway Ave.

216-341-4758

Drew & Cheryl Haney

www.vicsfloral.com

4747 Turney Road
6505 Brecksville Road
Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Independence, OH 44131

THIS SPACE IS

216-883-3900

•

gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

216-341-3413
Pamela M. Wilkes

Find your loved ones
using the CCA App!

Mr. Pipeline’s Plumbing
Residential-Commercial - Licensed-Insured
Over 20 years in the plumbing business!

Broker / Realtor / Parishioner

WILKES REALTY

– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –
Call us:

11108 Granger Rd.

(216) 701-5971

216-280-3061

Fortuna

7076 Brecksville Rd.
Independence

$20 OFF
Any
Service
Over
$100

funeral home 5316 Fleet Ave.
Cleveland
216-520-7335
FortunaFuneralHome.com

Dennis J. Siciliano, Esq., LLC
Attorney at Law

Mobile (440) 289-5431 • Office (216) 264-1185
Estate Planning • Business Law • Probate Administration

6497 Brecksville Rd, Independence
Life Insurance Since 1879

5269 East 104th Street
Garfield Hts., OH 44125
(216) 587-0631

Savings Accounts
Checking Accounts
Share Certificates
Online & Mobile Banking
Home & Vehicle Loans
Personal & Tuition Loans
Debit & Credit Cards
PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
www.allsaintsfcu.com

216-663-0663
www.radair.com

4640 Turney Rd, Garfield Heights, OH 44125

Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

216.641.6321

Annuity/IRA at 3% to Members

7906 Broadview Rd, Broadview Heights, OH 44147

Non Members are 1 ½% with guarantee 1% (new business) • Rates subject to change

440.546.5353
LatekFuneralHomes.com

216-341-0444

Email: insurance@czechccu.org | http: www.czechccu.org

Brian Kowalski

Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

216-401-2592
Co mplet e

plumbing service
Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today!
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542

Faucets • Toilets
Valves • Water Heaters
Sewer/Drain Cleaning
OH Lic #36534

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services,
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities
Monument & Floral Selections

Celebrating Life Since 1927

ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Charmin Carmen’s

Carpet, Floors, Blinds
www.charmincarmens.com

216-663-8411 • 6073 Turney Rd.

Kuchta’s Automotive
Complete Auto, Van & Light Truck Repair
3RD GENERATION • A.S.E. CERTIFIED
14255 Granger Rd • Maple Hts.
216-587-5626

Labella L AW N C A R E I N C .

A Weekly Maintenance & Landscaping Company

Accept MC/Visa

Full Menu at Website • Station43Tavern.com

STATION

TAVERN

440-836-0043

solon, ohio

The Village at Marymount
A continuing care retirement community

		
		
		

A faith-based environment
for assisted living, skilled nursing,
therapy, long-term care and
memory care.

Founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph
of the Third Order of St. Francis.
Call today to schedule a tour!
216-332-1396

New Customers Receive 1 year FREE Fertilization

Senior, Military and Parish Discounts

216-390-3351

The Village at Marymount
5200 Marymount Village Drive
Garfield Heights, OH 44125
www.villageatmarymount.org

Want to work in schools?

We need School Health Assistants -Training Provided! Summers Off! Work School Hours!
email: info@psi-solutions.org or call (800) 841-4774 ext 246

3-E-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1548

