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5" SUNDAY OF LENT

Jesus said, “MNeither do | condemn you. Go, and from now
on do not sin any more.” - |n 8:11b

Excerpta from The Lectionany for Mass S2000, 1996, 1970 QG0
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My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

You may have had a bit of a surprise when you came into church this weekend
and saw our sacred images and crosses veiled. There is a reason for this and
some of you may have remembered this practice from when you were a child.

It may seem strange that during the most sacred time of year we cover
everything that is beautiful in our churches, even the crucifix. Shouldn’t we be
looking at the painful scene at Calvary while we listen to the Passion narrative on
Palm Sunday?

While it may appear counterintuitive to veil statues and images during the final
weeks of Lent, the Church recommends this practice to heighten our senses and
build within us a longing for Easter Sunday.

The Roman Missal tells us that, “In the Dioceses of the United States, the
practice of covering crosses and images throughout the church from [the fifth]
Sunday [of Lent] may be observed. Crosses remain covered until the end of the
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, but images remain covered
until the beginning of the Easter Vigil.”

But why do we cover up images that are designed to raise our hearts and minds
toward heaven?

First of all, we use veils to alert us of the special time that we are in. When we
walk into church and notice everything is covered, we immediately know that
something is different. These last two weeks of Lent are meant to be a time of
immediate preparation for the Sacred Triduum and these veils are a forceful
reminder to get ready.

Secondly, the veils focus our attention on the words being said at Mass. When
we listen to the Passion narrative, our senses are allowed to focus on the striking
words from the Gospel and truly enter into the scene.

Third, the Church uses veils to produce a heightened sense of anticipation for
Easter Sunday. This is further actualized when you attend daily Mass and see the
veils each day. You don’t want them to be there because they are hiding some
very beautiful images.

And therein lies the whole point: the veils are not meant to be there forever. The
images need to be unveiled; it is unnatural for them to be covered.

The unveiling before the Easter Vigil is a great reminder of our own life on earth.
We live in a “veiled” world, in exile from our true home. It is only through our
own death that the veil is lifted and we are finally able to see the beauty of
everything in our lives.

So let us enter into these last couple weeks of Lent with our eyes, our hearts and
our minds focused on the joy that comes at Easter!

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Tom
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A FEW THOUGHTS TO PONDER...

Deacon Jim Moss

This Lent we find ourselves particularly Blessed as our R.C.I.A. Candidate Jessica
moves ever closer to being in full communion with the Catholic Church. As we journey
along with Jessica to the Easter Vigil, we get to experience two different Gospel
Readings during the period called “The First, Second, and Third Scrutiny”. This weekend
at Mass, we hear the Gospels concerning “The Woman Caught in Adultery” and “The
Raising of Lazarus”.

I would like us to now
consider the story of “The
Woman Caught in

Adultery” (John 8: 1-11):
“Then the scribes and the
Pharisees brought a woman
who had been caught in
adultery and made her stand
in the middle. They said to
him, “Teacher, this woman
was caught in the very act of
committing adultery. Now in
the law, Moses commanded

. us to stone such a woman. So
what do you say?” They said
this to test him, so that they could have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent
down and began to write on the ground with his finger. But when they continued asking
him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let the one among you who is without sin
be the first to throw a stone at her.””

In this Gospel, who is really on trial? Certainly the woman is; but Jesus is too, even
more so on trial by the Pharisees. And in this story, who does the woman represent?
She represents both you and me because we are all sinners in one way or another. And
who are the people that are condemning the woman? Often times it is us.

The Gospel continues, “And in response, they went away one by one, beginning with
the elders. So he was left alone with the woman before him. “Woman, where are they?
Has no one condemned you?” Then Jesus Said, “Neither do | condemn you. Go, and
from now on do not sin anymore.””

The Good News is that Jesus is not condemning us either. Jesus came among us to
offer is Unconditional Love and Mercy. This Lent is the perfect time to accept and
receive the Gift that Jesus is offering to you now: His Love, His Mercy, and His
Friendship.

As we return back to Jesus, it is important to put forth sincere effort to embrace the
words of the final sentence in the Gospel: “Go, and from now on do not sin anymore”. (I
know this is easier said than done because we live in a fallen world, but we should still
try to do our best because sin separates us from God, and does damage to our soul.)

Here are some helpful suggestions to try to live a life in harmony with Jesus:

- Pray, pray, and pray some more. Whenever you feel temptation lurking, go to

God in prayer and ask for His help to be strong and faithful. HOSPITAL VISITATION
- Always come to God with humility. Pride is a particularly rampant sin in our Please be sure to inform the office
world today. God does appreciate and respect a humble heart. (899-3000) if you or a loved one is

- Express your contrition to God, apologizing for those moments when we have
fallen short in our spiritual life.

- Repent. Repentance is the active effort of trying to avoid sin, changing our
habits and behavior.

- Most of all, remember that Jesus loves you and wants to have a deep personal "'{ ﬂ and very willing

hospitalized.
O Both Father and the Deacon
are available

relationship with each of us. to make
hospital calls.




ST. MARK & MOUNT CALVARY PARISHES
A ' ] I -I.. =
PR

X 28 TOGETHER WE PRAY

MASSES CELEBRATED THIS WEEK A Family Perspective

i . Stoning is not just an ancient act of
Mon., April 8 Monday of the Fifth Week of Lent violence. Each day in our homes we
12:10 pm (MC)  Michael D. Crotty (Kathy & Tim Crotty) throw stones of ridicule, criticism, name-

Tues., April 9 Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Lent calling and put-downs. All of it is
No Mass / No Communion Service deadly. Hear Jesus in today’s gospel:

Wed., April 10  Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Lent _Whoever ,I,S wlthOUt >in can thr.ow the

. d Kali ki & Cind ” first stone.” Rid your home of violence.
7:30 am (SI\./I) Ed Kaliszewski (Gc-vry Cindy Miller) Stop verbal stoning!
Thurs., April 11 T.hursday of the Fifth Week of Len_t Marriage Moments
7:30 am (SM) Timothy Bell (Kathy & Chuck Lewis) Apr. 5-13 is National Week of
Fri., April 12 Friday of the Fifth Week of Lent Conversation. (https://tinyurl.com/
12:10 pm (MC) for the intentions of Sr. Mary Cabrini (Joe & Mary Garofalo) yxkccgml) In marriage there is plenty to
Sat., April 13 Vigil of Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord disagree abo’”t' You don't need a special
4:00 pm (SM) Evy Seyboldt (St. Mark PAL Flower Gals) week to remind you to talk. The

i . challenge is to talk about contentious
Sun., April 14 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord ) 8e ! " . N
issues in a respectful, productive way. Go

8:00 am (MC) FoR THE DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE ST. MARK AND MT. CALvARY PARISHES(M} 4 (https://tinyurl.com/yx9t220f) for tips
10:30 am (SM)  John Brady (Sandy Jordan) on Skills, Pitfalls, and First Aid.

ST. MARK PARISH
Hospital Visitors
(H) Linda Podskalny
(SV) Deacon Jim Moss

SANCTUARY CANDLES BURNING THIS WEEK
At St. Mark Church: Timothy Bell - Kathy & Chuck Lewis
At Mt. Calvary Church: For the Deceased Members of Mount Calvary Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK APRIL 8-14, 2019
Mon. April 8: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/Jn 8:12-20
Tues. April 9: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21 [2]/Jn 8:21-30
Wed. April 10: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]/Jn 8:31-42
Thurs. April 11: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Jn 8:51-59
Fri. April 12: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 7]/Jn 10:31-42
Sat. April 13: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Jn 11:45-56
Sun. April 14: Lk 19:28-40/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Lk 22:14--23:56 or 23:1-49

Finance Council Members
ST. MARK PARISH MT. CALVARY PARISH

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments
Child Abuse Prevention Month- Preventing Child
Abuse is Everyone’s Responsibility: It is every adult’s
moral responsibility to protect possible victims by
reporting the suspected abuse or neglect of a minor to
the responsible authorities. Sexual abuse of minors is
a pervasive societal problem, and only concerted and
sustained efforts by all adults in every segment of
society can help to protect children and youth. To
report suspected abuse of a minor, call Childline at 1-
800-932-0323 (anytime 24/7). To see what the Diocese
of Erie is doing to help maintain safe environments,
visit https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/

Pastoral Council Members

ST. MARK PARISH MT. CALVARY PARISH
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WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP
MARCH 30/31, 2019
OFFERTORY COLLECTION
Saint Mark.................. $2,575.00
Mount Calvary............... $673.00
MASS ATTENDANCE
A4:00 PMcceiiiiiiiiiiiiieee, 100
8:00 amM .ccooeiieiiiieeee e, 63
10:30 @M e, 103
CSA 2019
SAINT MARK

GOAL: $34,610.00

PLEDGED: $31,160.00
PAID: $17,815.00
MOUNT CALVARY
GOAL: $16,761.00
PLEDGED: $4,915.00
PAID: $1,910.00
Please join us for
Holy Thursday
Mass
at 6:00 pm

followed by a family dinner.
RSVP’s for the dinner are
necessary for planning purposes.
Please fill out an RSVP card at Mass,
email the office at office@smmc.church
or call 899-3000 Thank you!

—_———————

THE WEEK AHEAD... APRIL 8-14
MONDAY, APRIL 8

12:10 pm Mass (MC)

5:00—8:00 Scouts / Cub Scouts

7:00 pm SCC
TUESDAY, APRIL9

10:00 am SCC 7:30 pm SCC

7:00 pm Lenten Penance Celebration at St. James
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10

7:30 am Mass (SM) 8:15 am Legion of Mary

10:00 am AA EHCA

12:30 pm Lunch 1:00 pm “No Greater Love” Bible Study

4:00—5:15 Religious Education Classes Kdg-5th Grade

6:00 pm Girl Scouts

6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 7:00 pm  Touchstones

7:00 pm Lenten Penance Celebration at Our Lady of Mercy
THURSDAY, APRIL 11

7:30 am Mass (SM)

EDISON FOOD PANTRY
1:45- 2:45 Unload & Stock 2:45-3:45 Food Distribution
6:00 pm “No Greater Love” Bible Study
FRIDAY, APRIL 12 (OFFICE CLOSED)

11:00 Stations of the Cross (MC)
12:10 pm Mass (MC)
6:30 pm Stations of the Cross (SM)

SATURDAY, APRIL 13 (OFFICE CLOSED)
1st Eucharist Retreat
3:00 pm Confessions (SM)
4:00 pm Mass (SM) Gr.6 Class Liturgy Soup Supper after Mass
SUNDAY, APRIL 14 (OFFICE CLOSED)
EMMAUS COOKIES

8:00 am Mass (MC) Coffee & Donuts after Mass (MC)
10:30 am Mass (SM)
10:30 am Grades 6-8 Mass/Brunch/Auction

2:00 pm RCIA Retreat

4:00 Mass
Lector: 6th Grade Students
Altar Servers: Gerard Nubahimana
Roger Havyarmana
Judi Krahe
Cheryl LaBoda
Ushers: Mike Bissell
John Butine
Chuck Lewis
Rich Main

E. M.:

LITURGICAL MINISTERS APRIL 13/14

8:00 Mass 10:30 Mass
Lector: Matt Kantz Lector: Geri Smith
Altar Servers: Matt Kantz Altar Servers: Andrew Kightlinger
Need 1 Volunteer Sam Kightlinger

E.M.: Joe McCoy E. M.: John Jelinek

Rene McCoy Loretta Nesselhauf
Ushers: John Guianan Ushers: Tim Gunter

Susan Guianen Jeff Pierce

Kathy Jackson Bob Titko

Mike Krahe Need 1 Volunteer
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|ﬁ;§$’lﬁfﬂ HAPPY BIRTHDAY. ;55" J Stations of the Cross Lenten Soup Supper
. April 8: Mary Perry April 12,2019 April 13, 2019

% 11:00am at Mt. Calvary following 4:00pm Mass

6:30pm at St. Mark at St. Mark

April 9: Roger Havyrarimana, Diane Vrenna,
Brianna Wilson
April 10: Anthony Colonna
April 11: Kimberly Blankenship, Tom Noyer,

Holy Week Liturgy Schedule
Tobias Thornton Palm Sunday Weekend: Regular Mass schedule
April 12: Emily Vavrek Monday of Holy Week: 12:10pm at Mt. Calvary
) April 13: Rosemarie Chilcott é Wednesday of Holy Week: 7:30am at St. Mark
:__E_;’ April 14: Barbara Crotty, Matthew Luce qﬁ Holy Thursday, April 18 at St. Mark:
6:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
7:00pm Family Dinner
9:00pm Night Prayer
Good Friday, April 19:
12:00pm Service at St. Mark
3:00pm Service at Mt. Calvary
Holy Saturday, April 20:
Blessing of the Easter Baskets
11:00am at St. Mark Church

Please join our St. Mark/Mt. Calvary Lenten Project
“Bring it to Church” Beneficiary Organizations

“Bags for the Needy”
distributed by the Sisters of St. Joseph
New Towels & Washcloths, Soap, Toothbrush,
Toothpaste, Shampoo, Comb/Brush, Deodorant

AT » b, 11:00am at Mount Calvary Gym
Wear Blue Day | - v Gy
€ ue Dﬂ} Vigil Mass 8:30pm at Mount Calvary
A | Easter Sunday, April 21:
f il I:_-) \ ’
April 11, 2019 G208 e
e 9:00am at Mount Calvary
Erie County citizens, businesses, associations, organizations and 11:00am at St. Mark

schools are invited to help caise awareness of child abuse prevention by
wearing blue, the natienal color for child abuse prevention.

Mt. Calvary Statues

W Our statues of St. Anthony and St. Therese of Lisieux
April is CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION Month have returned restored
and look beautiful in
their new home in the
main body of the
church! A special thank
you to the Imler’s who
donated the cost of the
statues restoration in

Demonsirate your suppoert for children o enjoy o happy and healthy
childhood by wearing Blue to wark, ship, school, play or relas

Take a selfie of you and your friends wearing blue and post it on social
media—then tag us #eriewearshlue and post it to our FB page—
Erie County Child Abuse Prevention Task Force.

APRIL memory of their son
N prtvaniion Moot - Kevin Imler. | would

also like to thank Greg
Engle who installed the
stands and statues in
the saint’s niche in the
church.
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MOUNT CALVARY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust
695 Smithson Avenue Erie, Pennsylvania 16511 Office Telephone: 814-899-3000
Mount Calvary Parish Tuition Assistance Program
Purpose
In an effort to encourage parents/guardians of school-age children from Mount Calvary Parish to educate

their child(ren) in the Catholic Faith, the parish has made provisions for tuition assistance for registered parish
students who are enrolled in the Erie Catholic School System or any of the three Catholic High Schools located

in Erie County: Cathedral Preparatory School, Villa Maria A cademy or Mercyhurst Preparatory School.
The dollar amount

Funds will be determined by the number of qualifying students, demonstration of eligibility, as well as the
available funds. The scholarship is paid directly to the school in late August.

Eligibility Requirements
1. The child/family must be officially registered* and active** members of Mount Calvary Parish for a

minimum of one year prior to request for assistance. It is imperative that the parents and student-
recipients are actively engaged in the life of the parish.
2. The requesting family must meet all the following criteria:

a. Attend Mass regularly (i.e. weekly) at Mount Calvary Church.

b. Contribute financially to the parish on a regular basis demonstrated by use of the weekly parish
envelopes or by electronic deposit. Records of financial contributions will be checked through
the parish office.

A Parent must participate in parish fundraising activities and a parish ministry.

d. If the studentis not yet in 3™ grade, at least one parents must be active in a parish ministry:
Lector, Cantor, Instrumentalist, Usher, Money counter, or member of an actively and regularly
meeting committee (Pastoral or Finance council).

e. Students in grade 4 and above must participate in a parish ministry on a scheduled basis: Serve
as an altar server, lector, cantor or instrumentalist.

f. Make application for tuition assistance by no later than May 31.
Definitions:
*Note that having been baptized at Mount Calvary Parish does not equal membership. Applicants must be
officially registered and regularly support the parish in order to qualify for this tuition assistance program.
**Our parish needs to see you regularly at Mass and embrace our parish, as your presence is important.
Application Forms are available at the Parish Office

o

Congratulations to the following students

] -
a a0 Cathedral Prep Mercyhurst Prep Villa Maria
bnﬁr _ 2nd Honors 1st Honors 2nd Honors 2nd Honors
- Nubahimana Gerard Samuel Pepperman Nicholas Byerly Victoria Campanelli
7 A Ethan Taraski Matthew Luce Honorable Mention Iradukunda Esperance
Katherine Peters Brandon Brieger Isabella Taraski
Trevor Luce Nicholas Barbero

St Mark’s Storage Shelves: | would like to thank Kelly Kightlinger | | COOKIE SUNDAY: April 14 is Cookie Sunday. A donation of
and the Boy Scouts and all who helped to move the remaining two dozen or more cookies or brownies would be very

Christmas decorations to the third floor of the office building as welcome and help us meet our 50 dozen commitment. You
well as building the shelving in the storage room off the stage in can buy or bake the desserts of your choice and bring them

the hall. Your hard work and craftsmanship has given us the to church on Saturday/Sunday and we will make sure
much needed storage organization and space! Fr. Tom Emmaus receives them. Thanks!




