

Blessed Sacrament Church 

1626 W. 26th Street • Erie, PA 16508 
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March 17, 2019

Pastoral Staff
Father Philip Pinczewski ~ Pastor

pastorphil@bserie.org 
Father Michael DeMartinis ~ 

In Residence 
mike.demartinis@prepvilla.com
Kevin Kunik ~ Permanent Deacon

kevinkunik@hotmail.com
Jane Wagner ~ School Principal 

jwagner@eriecatholic.org
Jennifer Durney ~ 
Facilitator of Religious Education 

jdurney@bserie.org
Kathy Golden ~ Director of Music

kgolden@bserie.org
Joyce Wickles ~Business Manager

jwickles@bserie.org
Diane Fisher ~ Parish Secretary

dfisher@bserie.org

Mass Schedule
Daily Mass in the Chapel: 7:00am
School Liturgy on Wednesday in
Church September³May 
(check Mass Schedule for time)
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm



Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00am & 7:30 pm


Reconciliation 
Saturday: 3:00  3:45pm 
Anytime by appointment
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Blessed Sacrament Parish Mission Statement


To nourish our love of God through Jesus Christ under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. Centered in the Eucharist, we are developing a faith community through
prayer, education, worship and Christian fellowship. As stewards of God’s love, we
strive to share our gifts and talents for the service of God and all His people. 

Parish Directory
Parish Office

8144540171

Office Hours

Monday³Friday 8am³4pm





Closed for lunch Noon³1pm

Fax





8144596832

Email



dfisher@bserie.org

Website



www.bsparisherie.org

School



8144551387

Cafeteria



8144557113

Gym Scheduling

Mark Kloecker 8811016

Prayer Requests

8606211

Bulletin Deadline

Monday at noon



Dave Pianta


Lindsey Farrell


pianta3403@aol.com

President of Ushers



lafarrell32@gmail.com

PTC President 

Maureen Decker 


maleedecker@gmail.com
Chairperson of Pastoral Council

Carmen Phillips









Webmaster for:




Michael Scalise


allen.smith@ge.com

Knights of Columbus

Jim Theisen


sklins21@gmail.com

Chairperson of School Advisory

Al Smith


carmp03@msn.com

Chairperson of Finance Council

Susannah Klins




webmaster@bserie.org



www.bsparisherie.org
www.bsschoolerie.org



twintek@velocity.net

Parish Foodbank Coordinator

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE

HEARING DEVICES AVAILABLE


THE WEEK AHEAD
MONDAY, MARCH 18
Daily Mass 7am
R.C.I.A. 6:30pm





TUESDAY, MARCH 19 ~ St. Joseph Day
Daily Mass 7am 
Blessed Sacrament School Open House 

11am1pm and 4pm ±6pm
5:30pm Mass followed by St. Joseph Table dinner





WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20 ~ 1st Day of Spring
Daily Mass 7am
Elmwood Gardens Mass 10am
School Liturgy 1:15pm
Choir 6:00pm





THURSDAY, MARCH 21
Daily Mass 7am





FRIDAY, MARCH 22 NO SCHOOL
Daily Mass 7am
Fish Dinner 4:30²7:00pm

Stations of the Cross 6:30pm



SATURDAY, MARCH 23
Confessions 3:003:45pm
Mass 4:00pm 



SUNDAY, MARCH 24
Masses: 8:30am, 11am & 7:30pm
Coffee & Donuts after 8:30am Mass 
Rel Ed Grades K²10
MEMBERSHIP IN THE PARISH
We welcome all Catholic adults living within the parish area
to register in our parish. We are glad for all who worship
here, including members and visitors. Eventually it would be
wise to fill out a registration form. Otherwise, we have no
record or ability to fulfill your request for Sacraments, sponsor forms, letters of recommendation, etc. Sometimes people
who grow up in the parish presume they are members as
adults, but we have no record beyond your childhood. And
sometimes, people move into the area and presume that your
presence makes you a member automatically. We are happy
to meet your spiritual needs, but we also encourage you to
register officially. To complete this simple process, contact
the parish office at 4540171. 
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MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, March 18²Lenten Weekday
7:00 +Betty Rossman / John & Ann Marie Toerper **
Tuesday, March 19²St. Joseph
7:00 +All Souls**
5:30 +Adolph Lutz / Daughter, Lorraine Lepkowski
Wednesday, March 20²Lenten Weekday
7:00 +Anna & John Goetzinger Estate **
1:15 +Dan Bean / Mark Masolotte, K of C
Thursday, March 21²Lenten Weekday
7:00 +Thomas Bell / Theodore Niebauer, Jr. **
Friday, March 22²Lenten Weekday
7:00 *In Thanksgiving / Butch and Diane Fisher **
Saturday, March 23²Third Sunday of Lent
4:00 +Deceased Range Family Members / Family
Sunday, March 24²Third Sunday of Lent
8:30 +Mary Ann Laird / Patricia & Charles Brown
11:00+Marcella Barczynski / BS Bocce League
7:30 +Augie Bruno / Norma Jean & Family

* Living

** 7AM MASS IN THE CHAPEL 

CHURCH SANCTUARY CANDLE
The Church Sanctuary Candle will burn this week
in loving memory of David E. Ziegler from Donna.

FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
Jesus “went up the mountain to pray” and he was
“changed.” Prayer has the power to change us. This Lent
set aside a few minutes each day to pray for members of
your family. Pray before each meal and if you are married, spend five minutes in prayer together. 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS
The Spring Equinox is Wednesday, March 20. What does
this have to do with marriage? Well, it may be a stretch,
but since "equinox" is rooted in equality (the date that we
have nearly equal light and dark) connect this with the
tradition of spring cleaning. Consider cleaning together
for an equal amount of time this week. 

Question for Children: Jesus invites you
to be close to him, to see him with clear
eyes. What is Jesus like as a friend?
Question for Youth: What do you most want God to
help you with?
Question for Adults: Sometimes we can see Chr ist
with clear eyes, as the disciples did on that mountain.
Share about such a time in your own life.





Ministry Schedule for
March 23 & 24





SATURDAY 
4:00pm

SUNDAY 
8:30am


SUNDAY
11:00am


EUCHARISTIC 
MINSTERS

Patty George
Linda Koket
Pam & Richard Moore
Jenn Lydic

Ann & Jim Bruno
Diane Fisher
Marilyn & Kelly
Konopka
Carol Delo

Cheryl & Ed Brzezinski
Karyn & Butch 
Coughlin
Lucy Brabender
Ashley Lauria

SACRISTAN

Denise Lif

Nancy Flaherty

Jan Tssario

LECTOR

Chris Blakeslee

Barb Pronko

Tyler Warzynak


ALTAR
SERVERS

Maria Bruschi
Jarrett Ziacik
Abby Sweeney

Kayla Bogdanski
Cooper & Liam Heberle

Rachel Ciotti
James Kerstetter
Need one more

PRESIDER

Fr. Phil 

Fr. Phil

Fr. Mike
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From Our Pastor...
Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all! Even though St. Patrick’s Day isn’t one of my top ten celebrations, St. Patrick is the patron saint of our Diocese. For us in the Erie Diocese this day recognizes the fact that many Irish
Catholics settled here and worked to have their faith a big part of their lives. For that we are grateful. Thankful for their efforts and sacrifices so we who have followed benefit from their labor and sacrifices. Speaking
of our Diocese, there is still time to help our parish by making a contribution to this year’s Catholic Services
Appeal. Over a hundred parishioners have responded and helped us get about a third of the way to our Diocesan assessment. We have almost 800 families on the books at Blessed Sacrament so only a few are doing a
lot. I encourage you to do something, even a onetime gift of any amount will help. If we achieve our assessed amount of $67,941 we can keep the rest for our local project of updating lighting throughout our complex with LEDs. 
A little late, but as promised we are up and running with FORMED. What is FORMED? It is a gift from
the parish which has entertaining movies, programs, talks, audio dramas, and ebooks²just a click away!
FORMED can be used by any age group. There is extensive material available. You can use it on any
device, a smart TV, or your smart phone. All you have to do to assess this new resource for you and your
family is to go to our web site (bsparisherie.org) and click on the FORMED banner and register. No cost to
you. I hope you will use this opportunity to grow closer to the Lord. 
Blessed Sacrament School Varsity basketball team traveled to Johnstown this weekend to once again compete for a State title. We wish them the best and pray the trip is safe and rewarding. 
As our Lenten Journey continues, with the Rice Bowl calendar we encounter Annet and her family who
live in Uganda and are forced to flee violence. As we ponder the violence that disrupts lives and food supplies let us consider for a moment how we might support those who worldwide are forced to flee their homes
to find safety or better opportunities. Check out crsricebowl.org for more information. 
















Peace, Fr. Phil 

31 CLUB 
Pray for Vocations
March 18 Joyce Wickles 
March 19 Marilyn Konopka, Kevin Kujan
March 20 Christina Amendola
March 21 Shelly Wygant
March 22 Mary Fran Pirrello
March 23 Diane Fisher
March 24 Shirley Dovichow
Members of the 31 Club agree to go to daily Mass
and /or offer prayers on a particular day every month for
an increase of vocations to the Church. One of the best
ways to increase vocations is through prayers, and the
greatest prayer we have is the holy sacrifice of the Mass.
Please call the Parish Office if you want to be in the
31 Club and experience the satisfaction that comes from
helping to fulfill a great need in the Church. 




The Rite of Election
and Call to Continuing
Conversion was held
Sunday at St. Peter Cathedral. Fr. Phil accompanied
our two candidates Rudy
Rieder
and
Marsha
Beraducci. They have
been attending classes
with Fr. Phil and Deacon Kunik since September; at the
Easter Vigil Rudy will receive the Sacraments of First
Eucharist and Confirmation while Marsha will make a
Profession of Faith and receive First Eucharist and
Confirmation. Please keep them in your prayers and
they continue on their Faith Journey. 
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Sunday, March 17, 2019
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Let’s stay here!
Sometimes it can be a virtue not to be moved. Martyrs resist the lure of
preserving their lives by renouncing their faith, and so go to their
deaths. Heroes stare down villains in defense of the weak under their
protection. But standing your ground can also be a cover for simple
stagnation. Especially when you’re actually sitting on the couch and
enjoying its satisfying cushions. The spiritual life of saints is kinetic:
willing to be transformed in shape, size, and dynamism depending on
need and circumstance. Explore the fluidity of the Spirit’s motion in
your life. Let yourself be moved.
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 15:512, 1718; Philippians
3:17²4:1 or Phillippians 3:204:1; Luke 9:28b36 (27). “Let us
make three tents, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

Monday, March 18, 2019
MEMORIAL OF CYRIL OF JERUSALEM, BISHOP, DOCTOR
OF THE CHURCH
Mercy me
“Have mercy!” How many times have you heard that expression? Today’s gospel goes to the core Christian belief in mercy and forgiveness,
concepts so central that Pope Francis declared 2016 a Year of Mercy.
Cyril of Jerusalem is known for his insightful religious instruction and
for having been immersed in controversies. Three times he was exiled
over political and church differences, and three times he was granted
mercy and reinstated as Jerusalem’s bishop. Who do you know in need
of mercy? Take a step to be an agent of mercy today.
TODAY'S READINGS: Daniel 9:4b10; Luke 6:3638 (230). "Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Tuesday, March 19, 2019
SOLEMNITY OF JOSEPH, HUSBAND OF MARY
Got fava beans?
In some parts of the world, especially in Italy, it is customary to carry
blessed fava beans in observance of St. Joseph Day. In New Orleans
you might run into a parade. Just about anywhere you’ll meet people
wearing red. And today is Father’s Day in Spain and Portugal, all to
honor Saint Joseph, the husband of Mary. Most Catholic churches have
a window or statue dedicated to the saint. If you’re an oldtime Catholic
in Poland and your name is Józef, tradition holds that you throw a party
for your friends and neighbors. Whatever your name, why not wear red
today, put fava beans in your pocket, and maybe throw a party?
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Samuel 7:45a, 1214a, 16; Romans
4:13, 1618, 22; Matthew 1:16, 1821, 24a or Luke 2:4151a
(543). "When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took his wife into his home.”

Wednesday, March 20, 2019
LENTEN WEEKDAY
Support your local prophet
The Israelites knew one thing about their prophets: They spoke the true
word of God whether the message was welcome or not²and frequently
it wasn’t, provoking resistance, even to the point of eliminating the
prophet to silence the voice they didn’t wish to hear. Jesus encountered
opposition as well. Plenty of people²especially powerful people²
wanted to get him out of the way, but he and his gospel live on. Do you
hear prophetic words spoken today in our world? How are they received? How do you receive them?
TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 18:1820; Matthew 20:1728
(232). “It will not mean the loss of instruction from the priests, nor
of counsel from the wise, nor of messages from the prophets.”




Thursday, March 21, 2019
LENTEN WEEKDAY
Tips for growing faith
Trees figure prominently in the Bible and often serve as symbols of our
faith. Those who first heard the words of scripture²being people living
on the edge of the desert²were quite aware of the special care trees
require to grow strong and bear fruit: Droughts and floods, weeds and
critters, and even the occasional curse from an angry messiah can kill a
tree in short order. Care for your faith as you would a sapling. Weed and
water and protect it against the elements. And be mindful of the seeds of
faith you plant in others.
TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 17:510; Luke 16:1931 (233).
“He is like a tree planted beside the waters that stretches out its
roots to the stream.”

Friday, March 22, 2019
LENTEN WEEKDAY; DAY OF ABSTINENCE
In praise of water
Today, like every Friday during Lent, Catholics abstain from eating
meat in honor of the Passion of Jesus on Good Friday. On this day of
abstinence, let’s remember a form of sustenance²one that no living
thing can survive without²a form of sustenance that’s in danger: water.
Today is World Water Day, an annual observance of the United Nations
used to advocate for the sustainable management of freshwater resources. God has charged us with stewardship of creation²what can
you do to support water conservation today?
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 37:34, 1213a, 17b28a; Matthew 21:3343, 4546 (234). “The kingdom of God will be taken
away from you and given to a people that will produce its fruit.”

Saturday, March 23, 2019
LENTEN WEEKDAY
The patron saint of entitlement?
Writers, artists, and poets have tried to capture the overwhelming love
of the Prodigal Father waiting in the famous parable for his errant son to
return. When he gets a glimpse of him, he abandons all dignity and runs
to cover his son with kisses. Less attention is given to the elder son, the
obedient, hardworking one who never abandoned his father in the first
place. Why is he not the focus of the parable? Perhaps because we find
his attitude selfish or entitled? And yet, is not the elder son often the
model for many of us? We may strive to do the right thing, but with the
expectation that our fidelity entitles us to special treatment. There is
another chance for the elder son, though, as later in the story the father
goes out to meet him, too.
TODAY'S READINGS: Micah 7:1415, 1820; Luke 15:13, 11
32 (235). “My son, you are here with me always; everything I
have is yours.”













Daily renewal for busy Catholics 
Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen 
and grow a day at a time.

©2019 TrueQuest Communications. 
TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with
permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE
and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app available online at TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe.
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 17, 2019

Sunday: Gn 15:512, 1718/Ps 27:1, 78, 89, 1314[1a]/Phil 3:174:1 or 3:204:1/Lk 9:28b36
Monday: Dn 9:4b10/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13 [cf. 103:10a]/Lk 6:3638
Tuesday: 2 Sm 7:45a, 1214a, 16/Ps 89:23, 45, 27, 29 [37]/Rom 4:13, 1618, 22/Mt 1:16, 

1821, 24a or Lk 2:4151a
Wednesday: Jer 18:1820/Ps 31:56, 14, 1516 [17b]/Mt 20:1728
Thursday: Jer 17:510/Ps 1:12, 3, 4 and 6 [40:5a]/Lk 16:1931
Friday: Gn 37:34, 1213a, 17b28a/Ps 105:1617, 1819, 2021 [5a]/Mt 21:3343, 4546
Saturday: Mi 7:1415, 1820/Ps 103:12, 34, 910, 1112 [8a]/Lk 15:13, 1132
Next Sunday: Ex 3:18a, 1315/Ps 103:12, 34, 67, 8, 11 [8a]/1 Cor 10:16, 1012/Lk 13:19 


OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 17, 2019
Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Lent; St. Patrick's Day
Monday: St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
Tuesday: St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Saturday: St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Lent

$$$$$ RAISE THE ROOF LOTTERY $$$$$ 

03/05 #837…#838…#836 no winners
03/06 #380…#381…#379 no winners
03/07 #087…#088…#086 no winners
03/08 #196…#197…#195 no winners
03/09 #543 Gerry McCallion $50…

#544…#542 no winners
03/10 #952…#953…#951 no winners 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS Join The Knights of
MARCH TICKETS are now available…
Columbus in Praying the Rosary; they will lead the Rosary
$5 per ticket 93 chances to win this month
prior to the 4:00 PM Mass (around 3:35pm) on the first

Saturday of the month. All are welcome to join us. 
Please help us keep this lottery going. It has helped pay
for roof repairs in the past and hopefully will be there for
FISH DINNERS 
upcoming repairs. The tickets are only $5 and you have
Join us for our next two
three chances every day of the month to win!! If you buy
dinners, March 22nd and
10 or more tickets, you receive a free ticket. 
April 5th. Dinner s are
Save the Date for 
served from 4:30²7:00pm. We will have
Mother Daughter Teas
our Bake Sale table at all the Fish Dinners...so to all our
The Chastity Education Office of the
famous Blessed Sacrament bakers, get started baking!! All
Diocese of Erie is sponsoring the annual
items can be dropped off in the Parish Office
event on Sunday, April 28 from 11:30
during the day of the dinners or they can be
a.m. to 2:15 p.m. in the social hall of
dropped off at the Bake Sale table that night.
Samples are always welcome!!! The winner of St. Boniface Parish, 355 Main St, Kersey, and on Sunday,
the 50/50 from last dinner was Patty Bille, she May 5 fr om noon to 3:30 p.m. at St. Mar k Catholic
Center, 429 East Grandview Blvd, Erie. Enjoy a dressup
won $50! Congratulations!
tea, which includes time for bonding, fun and conversations about growing to healthy and holy womanhood.
The program is designed for girls age 10 and older and
their moms. For more information or to register,
visit www.ErieRCD.org/chastity.htm or call Kate Whiteford, director of the Chastity Education Office, at
8148241259.
SPONSOR CERTIFICATES For those who are asked to
be a sponsor for Baptism and/or Confirmation, a sponsor
certificate can only be issued to registered, active members of Blessed Sacrament Parish. They must have
received all their Sacraments including Confirmation,
attend weekly Mass and receive Holy Communion regularly. If married, it must be a valid marriage in the Church.
Please don’t ask us to make exceptions, these are the
guidelines set by the Church which we must follow. 

SANCTUARY CANDLE We ar e taking r equests for
memorials for the Sanctuary Candle in the Chapel. The
donation is $10, same as the Sanctuary Candle in the
Church. 
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2019 LENTEN SCHEDULE






















DAILY MASS: 
7AM in the Chapel (Monday ± Friday)
Tuesday ± 5:30PM in the Chur ch followed by Soup & Salad Dinner in Cafeter ia

Wednesday ± 1:15pm 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Friday evenings at 6:30PM 

TUESDAY SOUP & SALAD DINNERS
“Reflections on the Music of St. Paul”
Mass at 5:30pm followed by dinner and talk in the cafeteria
Each evening the talk would offer insight on the scripture passages 
from St. Paul’s letters that inspired some of our most favorite hymns. 




March 19²Traditional St. Joseph Table


March 26²1 Corinthians 12, 13
“We Are Many Parts”

April 2²Galatians 2:20 
“Crucified with Christ”


April 9²1 Corinthians 10:1617, 14:4, 12:13, Galatians 3:28, Ephesians 4:46






“One Bread, One Body”

FISH DINNERS
Friday March 22nd and April 5 Serving 4:30²7:00pm in the cafeteria
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Every Saturday 3:003:45pm



PARISH PENANCE CELEBRATION
Thursday, April 4th at 7:00PM


THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM
HOLY THURSDAY ± April 18th
Morning Prayer²8:00AM
Mass of the Lord’s Supper ± 7:00PM Private Adoration until 10:00 PM 

GOOD FRIDAY ± April 19th
Morning Prayer²8:00AM
Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of Cross,
Holy Communion ± 2:00PM
Stations of the Cross ± 6:30PM


HOLY SATURDAY ± April 20th
Morning Prayer²8:00AM
Blessing of Easter Foods ± Noon
Celebration of Easter Vigil ± 8:30PM 

EASTER SUNDAY ± April 21st 
MASS TIMES: 8:30, 11:00AM and 7:30 PM Mass


All Fridays in Lent and Good Friday are days of abstinence
from eating meat for those 14 and older

Good Friday is also a day of fasting for those 18 ±58 by limiting themselves 
to one full meal; two smaller meals to maintain strength according to one’s needs, are also permitted. 
Eating between meals in not permitted, but liquids are allowed. 
When health or work is affected, this does not apply.

8
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Where do you live? I live in North Carolina. There I pay
taxes, own a home, and belong to a parish. North Carolina is in the United States, so I also abide by federal
laws, pay taxes, and vote for candidates in all sorts of
elections. I identify as an American and try my best to
meet certain expectations placed on me by the government, state, and fellow Americans. I do certain things
because of my identity.
Paul wrote to the Philippians, "Our citizenship is in
heaven." Being a U.S. citizen living in North Carolina
places certain requirements on me. How many of us
"citizens of heaven" take seriously the expectations and
requirements of that citizenship? Sometimes we act like 
nothing is truly required of us. 
Stewardship as a way of life requires us to take seriously
what it means to be a citizen of heaven. We are called
to follow the laws of the land we live in on this earth,
but we are called to adhere to an even greater authority.
Whether it be our call to act with charity and love
or to follow the precepts of the Church, we must take
seriously our status as citizen.
Unfortunately, many don't take seriously their citizenship on this earth either. People have given their very
lives so that we may have the freedom to be citizens of
our country and our state. Of course, many people have
died for the citizenship of heaven as well. So it comes
down to the question, who are you and to whom do you
belong? Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED


Question:
Who invented the Stations of the Cross?

Answer:
The first Stations of the Cross were walked by Jesus
himself on the way to Calvary. Known as the "Via Dolorosa" ("The Way of Suffering") or the "Via Crucis" ("The
Way of the Cross"), it was marked out from the earliest
times and was a traditional walk for pilgrims who came to
Jerusalem. The early Christians in Jerusalem would walk
the same pathway that Jesus walked, pausing for reflection
and prayer. Later, when Christians could not travel to the
Holy Land, artistic depictions of "The Way of the Cross"
were set up in churches, or outside, and Christians would
walk from station to station, reading the Gospel account of
the Passion or simply praying and reflecting on each event.
While the content or place of each station had changed,
the intention was to make a minipilgrimage and follow 
literally  in the footsteps of Jesus. This devotion became
better known in the Middle Ages, and the Franciscans are
credited with its spread. Lent is a time when many people
make the Stations, and some churches present Passion
plays or Living Stations. But anyone can pray the Stations
at any time. It is a simple and personal reflection on the
passion of Jesus and what it means to us.


GOSPEL MEDITATION 
As we march through Lent, it can be easy to think it's all
about sacrifice. No chocolate, no alcohol, no meat on
Fridays. Yet here, only in the second week of Lent, we
have the story of the transfiguration. This reading
reminds us of the "why" behind what we do. We don't
fast from dessert to lose weight. We don't donate money
or serve others because it's merely a nice thing to do.
Lent is about transformation!
Peter, James, and John trudged up the mountainside
behind Jesus. This must have been a difficult hike,
because when they reached the top, "Peter and his
companions had been overcome by sleep." Despite our
best efforts, perhaps we, too, can be asleep to the deeper
meaning of the Lenten season. Jesus is transfigured
while they slumber, but eventually they become "fully
awake, and they saw his glory and the two men
standing with him."
This is no small thing! The disciples witness Jesus in his
divine splendor and see the miraculous apparitions of
Moses and Elijah. The entire mountain becomes a spiritual breakthrough. "A cloud came and cast a shadow over
them, and they became frightened when they entered the
cloud." These symbols are present in the Old Testament.
They are present on Mount Sinai when Moses prayed
alone and received the 10 Commandments. Elijah had a
similar experience when he prayed alone before God. But
here are ordinary men, former fishermen, who have been
drawn up into an adventure beyond their wildest expectations. Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the fulfillment of
all that came before. But Christianity is not the religion of
the elite, where only the select few are allowed to participate. We are all invited into spiritual transformation. Lent
is a privileged time for this! 
TUESDAY SOUP & SALAD DINNER
“Reflections on the Music of St. Paul”

Join us on Tuesday, March 19th, Mass at
5:30pm followed by our traditional
St. Joseph Table dinner in the cafeteria. If
you did not send in a reservation but want to join us, call
Diane in the Parish Office so we know how maybe to
prepare for. Bring a dessert to share! Mark your calendars for every Tuesday during Lent for our soup and
salad dinners!! 

SAVE THE DATE!!!

Friday, May 3rd 
for our next BINGO Bonanza! 
Watch the bulletin for more info!
COFFEE AND DONUTS Join us for coffee
and a donut(s) after the 8:30am Mass in
the cafeteria; this week the Youth Group will be
hosting. This is a great opportunity to meet other
parishioners and catch up with old friends. 
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Prayer to St. Joseph



USHERS' CORNER

 Did somebody say BINGO? Stay tuned
for details of our upcoming CincodeMayo
Bingo event, scheduled for Friday, May
3rd. The Ushers will again be co
sponsoring this funfilled evening with the Advancement Committee.
 Note please that March's monthly meeting date is
WEDNESDAY, March 20th, starting at 7:30 in the
Fieldhouse. Food, beverages, and fellowship provided. 
 We are accepting payments for 2019's dues. These
remain at an inflationresistant $10. You can pay any
Usher Board member, or mail to the Blessed Sacrament Ushers, P.O. Box 3903, Erie, PA 16508. You
may also pay online at https://squareup.com/store/
blessedsacramentushersociety. Please add your
name to the "Additional note" section on the final
checkout page.
 Reminders for all Ushers: Please wear your blazer
and tie to Mass. Also, please check in with the Mass
Captain before the start of Mass to see if your help will
be needed at Offertory. 
 We are here to serve. If any parishioner has any
questions or needs any help, please let one of us know.
 Make sure to "like us" on Facebook…




Peace, 
David Pianta, President 


Father, 
You entrusted our Savior
to the care of St. Joseph. 
By the help of his prayers
may Your Church 
continue to serve its 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and 
the Holy Spirit 
one God 
forever and ever. 
AMEN
GIVE YOUR GIFTS ONLINE It’s safe, its
simple, its convenient. Donate today using
your credit card, checking or savings
account. Visit our parish website at
www.bsparisherie.org. Select your donation amount and
frequency. Enter your account and payment information.
Contact Joyce in the Parish Office at 4540171 if you
need help setting up your online giving account.
JUMP START YOUR MONDAY!! Need a spiritual
jolt to get your week started? Recharge with
the Diocese of EriEnews, a free newsletter delivered to
your inbox every Monday. It delivers news, features and
photos from across the 13county diocese and beyond
to your inbox. Read archived issues and subscribe to the
free digital publication at https://www.eriercd.org/news/
enewsletter.html.
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PARISH FAMILY 

Please pray for those in our Parish Family who are
hospitalized, ill, homebound and in nursing facilities and
for all our members of the military. 

Pray for those who have suffered the experience of abuse,
may they find through Christ’s presence,
deep healing and peace.

Baptized into the Christian Community
through the waters of Baptism

LYRIC SISSY DABROWSKI
Daughter of Robert and Ariel [Lisieski] Dambrowski



HAPPENINGS AROUND THE DIOCESE

SURVIVING DIVORCE MINISTRY  1
DIVORCED? Surviving Divorce Ministry, formerly called
The Catholic’s Divorce Survival Guide (CDSG), 8week
group begins on Wednesday, April 3 from 6:30 8:00 p.m.
at St. Mark Catholic Center in Erie and runs weekly until
May 22. Cost of $15 per person includes book/journal
(Financial help is available). Find comfort and counsel
consistent with Catholic teachings. Call the Family Life
Office, (814) 8241261, or email familylife@eriercd.org
for more information and/or to register.

TEAM CAMP TOTUS TUUS APPLICATIONS
ACCEPTED NOW
Looking for something to do this summer that will help to
strengthen your faith while serving others? Check out
Camp Totus Tuus. This camp is held for middle school
students, but the team is made up of high school students,
college students and adult volunteers who love their Catholic faith and want to share it with others. Team members
will be at camp July 1218, 2019. To apply to be a team
member, go to https://bit.ly/2B54P4x, or email
jdurney@ErieRCD.org for more information.

ENCOUNTER THE MYSTERY OF THE TRINITY 
Parish mission at Our Lady of Mercy Parish, 837 Bartlett
Road, Harborcreek, will be held March 1820 from 78pm.
Father Michael DeMartinis will present “An Intimate Encounter with the Trinity.” Father DeMartinis will invite
participants to a renewed and deepened awareness and experience of the enfolding and empowering love of the Holy
Trinity.
DID YOU KNOW? If you are visiting another
parish in the Diocese for weekend Mass you can put your
Blessed Sacrament envelope in their collection basket
and they will forward the envelope to us. This is great
for busy families, who may occasionally have to go to
another church for a different Mass time. 



SACRIFICIAL GIVING REPORT

3/10/2019 

Adult Offering: 
$ 6,351.63
237 [718] 
Loose: 

$ 877.00
Online:

 $ 768.00
39 [110]
Solemnity of Mary:
$
5.00 
Ash Wednesday:
$ 265.00 
Easter Flowers:
$ 935.00
Easter: 

$
35.00
Mother’s Day Flowers: $
40.00
Youth Offering:
$
24.40
13 [400]
Total: 

$ 9,301.03

2019 CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL

Pledged to Date: 
$ 44,187.00 [154 Pledges]
Paid To Date: 
$ 16,081.00

Assessment:
 
$ 67,941.00
Unpaid Balance:
$ 28,106.00
CHILDREN’S STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
During the past week some of our children noted on
their Church envelopes some ways they shared their time
and talents. We thank them for being true stewards of
God’s Kingdom through sharing and service by using
their Church envelopes. Please encourage your child
(ren) to write on their envelopes ways in which they
shared their time and talent during the week. It is
uplifting to read what they share...we can all learn
something from them! Here are some from this week:
“I took care of my nana, I was good for my nana, sat and
watched a show with my mom about praying.”

CHILDREN’S ENVELOPES If your child(ren) uses
the children’s envelopes and needs a new box, please
call Diane in the Parish Office (4540171) or email
dfisher@bserie.org and we will send a box home. We
enjoy reading what the children write on their envelopes
and we know the children enjoy putting them in the basket at Mass, you can see the excitement on their
faces when the ushers come up the aisles! We hope more
children will use them in the future. They do not have to
put any money in the envelopes, just write a little something on what good things they did.

WELCOME

Excellence
in Roofing
Since 1890
McCreary Roofing PA 029146

Mark F.V. Kloecker, Supervisor
Adrienne Kloecker, Funeral Intern
Francis V. Kloecker III, Funeral Intern

Commercial/Industrial Roofing & Sheet Metal

814-452-2640

2502 Sassafras St. • Erie, PA 16502
814-454-0156 | kloeckerfuneralhome.com

1404 East Ave., Erie 16503

CHIDO’S

Geiger & Sons

DRY CLEANERS, INC.

Parishioner
1103 State St. • Erie, PA 16501 • (814) 452-6004
605 W. 10th St. • Eric, PA 16502 • (814) 454-9820

CEMETERY MEMORIALS
GRANITE KITCHEN
COUNTERTOPS

814-838-3588

Across from Trinity Cemetery
• Preplanning
• On Site Cremation
& Tribute Center
•Affordable Funeral Services

1595 West 38th St. • 864-4864

Partners: Garrett J., Austin J., Carl R. & Leo J. Brugger, III

Treating Every Body
• West Erie Plaza
456-6000

• Harborcreek
464-0660

Like Family

• Sterrettania
836-1970

• Summit
866-5930
Erie, PA

www.hertelandbrown.com

Remember
Forever
Mother

bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Quinn

Funeral Home

West 9th & Liberty St
455-2349

William M. Lyden
Supervisor

TRY OUR NEW SUNDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET
- Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mary K. Facchiano
1905-1997
John & DeDe

814-520-6050

W. 26th and Washington Ave., Erie

Reliable, experienced and
compassionate in-home
care offered 24/7.
Your locally owned source for in-home care.

814-920-4492

www.homeaidesnow.com

“THE CLOSET SHOPPE”
Custom-Closet Designing &
Installation in Wire & Laminate
Authorized Dealer for Closet
Maid #1 in Home Respacing

864-4379
Charlie & Mary Lou Betcher

Hair Designs By Cindy
Cindy Anderson Tabolt

Owner
2687 Hazel Street

Corner of 29th & Hazel

Erie, PA 16508
(814) 864-2528

Bringing hope and opportunity
to our community since 1982
Offices in Erie, Union City & Warren
(814) 836-7505 • 1-888-LIFE-AID
ALL SERVICES ARE FREE & CONFIDENTIAL!

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today!
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206

Marius C. Piecuch
D.M.D.
Family Dentistry

2611 Charlotte Street
Erie, PA 16508

(814) 866-1336
Kevin T. Kreidinger
Parishioner/Owner

COMMERCIAL - MEDICAL - INDUSTRIAL CLEANING
FLOOR RESTORATION

3-D-4-3

3419 State Street
Erie, PA 16508

(814) 456-7821
Office Hours
by Appointment

Parishioner

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1555

We May Be
Able To Help!
An Open Enrollment College: Requires a H.S. Diploma/GED
adult
Started College but never finished?
$180/credit hr
Want to advance your career?
eligible h.s.
Thinking of trying college?
juniors/seniors
College student home for summer?
$60/credit hr

www.regionalcollegepa.org

814-230-9010

admissions@rrcnpa.org

For all your physical therapy needs call
to schedule your appointment today
5928 Old French Rd, 16509
1717 East 38th St., 16510

814-860-7816

• personalized services
• quality care/quality caregivers
• dependable personable caregivers
• medicaid may pay 100% if you qualify
Call For A No Obligation Quote:

814-520-8294

erie@aplusunitedhc.com

THIS SPACE IS
1815 W.26th St, Erie PA

Erie: 814-455-8434
Fairview: 814-474-9661

814-459-4247

455-8071
1 2 TH & L I B E R T Y
7a-5:30 Mon-Fri

S e r v i c e D e p a r t m e n t 8a-Noon Sat
We service - ALL - makes and models

3-D-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1555

