
�

�

1626 W. 26th Street  • Erie, PA 16508 �

814�454�0171  • www.bsparisherie.org�

�

April 14, 2019�

Pastoral Staff�

Father Philip Pinczewski ~ Pastor�

� pastorphil@bserie.org� �

Father Michael DeMartinis ~ �

� In Residence� �

     mike.demartinis@prep�villa.com�

Kevin Kunik ~ Permanent Deacon��

� kevinkunik@hotmail.com�

Jane Wagner ~ School Principal  �

� jwagner@eriecatholic.org�

Jennifer Durney� ~ �

    Facilitator of Religious Education  �

� jdurney@bserie.org�

Kathy Golden ~ �Director of Music�

� kgolden@bserie.org�

Joyce Wickles ~� Business Manager�

� jwickles@bserie.org�

Diane Fisher ~ Parish Secretary��

� dfisher@bserie.org�

�

Mass Schedule�

Daily Mass in the Chapel: 7:00am�

School Liturgy on Wednesday in 

Church September�May �

   (check Mass Schedule for time)�

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm   �

Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00am & 7:30 pm�

�

Reconciliation �

Saturday: 3:00 � 3:45pm �

              Anytime by appointment�

�

Blessed Sacrament Church Blessed Sacrament Church Blessed Sacrament Church Blessed Sacrament Church �
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�

Parish Office�� 814�454�0171�

Office Hours�� Monday�Friday 8am�4pm�

� �            Closed for lunch Noon�1pm�

Fax� � � 814�459�6832�

E�mail�� � dfisher@bserie.org�

Website� � www.bsparisherie.org�

School�� � 814�455�1387�

Cafeteria� � 814�455�7113�

Gym Scheduling� Mark Kloecker  881�1016�

Prayer Requests� 860�6211�

Bulletin Deadline� Monday at noon�

�

Dave Pianta��         pianta3403@aol.com�

� President of Ushers�

Lindsey Farrell� � lafarrell32@gmail.com�

� PTC President �

Maureen Decker  �� maleedecker@gmail.com�

� Chairperson of Pastoral Council�

Carmen Phillips� � carmp03@msn.com�

� Chairperson of Finance Council�

Susannah Klins� � sklins21@gmail.com�

� Chairperson of School Advisory�

Al Smith� � � allen.smith@ge.com�

� Knights of Columbus�

Jim Theisen�� � webmaster@bserie.org�

            Webmaster for:� www.bsparisherie.org�

� � � � www.bsschoolerie.org�

Michael Scalise� � twintek@velocity.net�

� Parish Foodbank Coordinator�

�HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE�

�

�HEARING DEVICES AVAILABLE�

Parish Directory�

THE WEEK AHEAD�

�

MONDAY,  APRIL 15�

Daily Mass 7am�

Chrism Mass 4pm at St. Peter Cathedral�

   � � �             �� �

TUESDAY,  APRIL 16�

Daily Mass 7am   �

� � � �              �

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17 �

Daily Mass 7am�

Elmwood Gardens Mass 10am�

School Liturgy 1:15pm�

� � � �

THURSDAY, APRIL 18�HOLY THURSDAY�

Morning Prayer 8am in the Chapel�

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7pm�

Private Adoration until 10pm in the cafeteria�

� � � � �

FRIDAY, APRIL 19�GOOD FRIDAY�

Morning Prayer 8am in the Chapel�

Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of the Cross �

  and Holy Communion 2pm� �

Stations of the Cross 6:30pm� �

� � �

SATURDAY, APRIL 20�HOLY SATURDAY�

Morning Prayer 8am in the Chapel�

Blessing of the Easter Foods Noon in the cafeteria�

Celebration of the Easter Vigil 8:30pm�

� � �

SUNDAY, APRIL 21�EASTER SUNDAY�

Masses: 8:30am, 11am & 7:30pm�

Blessed Sacrament Parish Mission Statement�

�

To nourish our love of God through Jesus Christ under the guidance of the             

Holy Spirit. Centered in the Eucharist, we are developing a faith community through  

prayer, education, worship and Christian fellowship. As stewards of God’s love, we 

strive to share our gifts and talents for the service of God  and all His people. �

MEMBERSHIP IN THE PARISH                                  

We welcome all Catholic adults living within the parish area 

to register in our parish. We are glad for all who worship 

here, including members and visitors. Eventually it would be 

wise to fill out a registration form. Otherwise, we have no 

record or ability to fulfill your request for Sacraments, spon-

sor forms, letters of recommendation, etc. Sometimes people 

who grow up in the parish presume they are members as 

adults, but we have no record beyond your childhood. And 

sometimes, people move into the area and presume that your 

presence makes you a member automatically. We are happy 

to meet your spiritual needs, but we also encourage you to 

register officially. To complete this simple process, contact 

the parish office at  454�0171. �
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Monday, April 15�Monday of Holy Week�

7:00  +Delphina Clemente / Jean Gleason **�

Tuesday, April 16�Tuesday of Holy Week�

7:00  +Ruth Decker / Dave & Maureen Decker **�

Wednesday, April 17�Wednesday of Holy Week�

7:00  +Dominic Facchiano / John P. Facchiano **�

1:15  +Paul Lombardozzi / Mom & Dad�

Thursday, April 18�Holy Thursday�

8:00   Morning Prayer in the Chapel�

7:00pm +Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cooney / Sue Allegeier�

Friday, April 19�Good Friday�

8:00   Morning Prayer in the Chapel�

2:00   Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of the Cross, 

� and Holy Communion  �

Saturday, April 20�Easter Vigil�

8:30  *Living & Deceased of Blessed Sacrament�

Sunday, April 21�Easter Sunday�

8:30  *Living & Deceased of Blessed Sacrament�

11:00*Living & Deceased of Blessed Sacrament�

7:30  *Living & Deceased of Blessed Sacrament�

�

   *  Living         **   7AM MASS IN THE CHAPEL  �

�

                     NO DAILY MASS APRIL 22�26�

The Church Sanctuary Candle will burn this week                      

in loving memory of  Nicole Weis from her parents and   

family.�

Today Jesus tells us “I am among you as one who serves.” 

In accepting the palm branch today you publicly confirm 

your baptismal promise to follow Jesus as “one who 

serves.”� Selfless service defines a family as Christian. �

CHURCH  SANCTUARY CANDLE   

MASS INTENTIONS 

FAMILY  PERSPECTIVE 

� � � �

�

SATURDAY  8:30pm� SUNDAY 8:30am� SUNDAY 11:00am�

EUCHARISTIC �

MINSTERS�

Danine Smola�

Jack Senger�

John MacKenzie�

Erin & Josh Rodriguez�

Terri Conti�

Amy Scalise�

Phyllis Marchini�

Carmen & Judy Rosatti�

Allison Rosatti�

Jillian Carroll�

Joe Scalise�

Rich & Pam Moore�

Susannah Klins�

Ashley Lauria�

Jan Tssario�

Three more�

SACRISTAN�

Lisa Schnars� Mary Lou Peterson� Denise Lif�

LECTOR�

Tracy Kunik�

Mary Conti�

Christopher Berarducci�

Martin Senger�

Marie Peterson� Denise & Tessa Comi�

ALTAR�

 SERVERS�

Rachel Schnars�

Julia Senger�

Luke MacKenzie�

Jarrett Ziacik�

Jonah, Ruth & Kate Kunik�

Conor & Caitlin O’Brien�

Cooper & Liam Heberle�

One more�

Rachel Ciotti�

Madison McDevitt�

Thomas Klins�

Maria Bruschi�

PRESIDER�

Fr. Phil � Fr. Phil� Fr. Phil�

Ministry Schedule for April 20 & 21�

Holy Week is a sober time for all Christians as we               

remember a sacred meal (Holy Thursday), suffering 

(Good Friday), uncertainty (Holy Saturday) and rebirth 

(Easter). Talk about times in your marriage of special 

meals, suffering, uncertainty, and rebirth. �

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 

CHAPEL SANCTUARY CANDLE   

The Chapel Sanctuary Candle will burn this week for a 

Special Intention of Lorraine Lepkowski.                �

Question for Children:�In your own words, what does the suffering and death of Christ mean to you?�

�

Question for Youth:�How can you spend time with each member of your family this week in a way that 

will communicate your love for them?�

�

Question for Adults:�What sacrifices have you made this week to show your love for others? What sacrifices have 

others made for you?�
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And so we begin the most holy of weeks on the Christian calendar.  With Palm Sunday we 

carry branches of palms as symbols of victory and hope, as well as new life.  At the first en-

trance of Jesus into the city of Jerusalem people were overflowing with excitement, praising 

Jesus, shouting Hosanna in the highest!  It would only be a few days when these voices of 

praise of Jesus will turn to murderous shouts calling for Jesus’ crucifixion.  “Crucify him!”  It 

doesn’t take the crowd long to turn on Jesus.  With Jesus’ death his revolutionary work for 

God’s reign has begun.  I invite you to be a part of the rest of the Holy Week services begin-

ning with Holy Thursday at 7PM.  The bulletin contains the entire schedule of our services.  

As you take your palm home have a conversation on the importance of this week with those 

you live with. Put the palm in a place that will remind you of the importance of this week all 

year.  If you know someone who is not able to be at Church, take some extra palm to them 

and invite them to our services so they too may know the power of the Word of God.�

�

� � � � � Peace, Fr. Phil�

From Our Pastor...�

April 15 Patty George�

April 16 Jan Peck�

April 17 Kevin Kunik�

April 18 Joyce Wickles�

April 19 Marilyn Konopka, Kevin Kujan�

April 20 Christina Amendola�

April 21 Shelly Wygant�

�

Members of the 31 Club agree to go to daily Mass               

and /or offer prayers on a particular day every month for 

an increase of vocations to the Church. One of the best 

ways to increase vocations is through prayers, and the 

greatest prayer we have is the holy sacrifice of the Mass. 

Please call the Parish Office if you want to be in the             

31 Club and experience the satisfaction that comes from 

helping to fulfill a great need in the Church. �

31 CLUB Pray for Vocations�

     SAVE THE DATE!!!�

        Friday,	May	3rd			�

					Cinco	de	Mayo	Purse�

			&	Technology	Bingo!!�

�

Tickets	are	$30	&	available	in		the	Parish	Of�ice	&	

School	Of�ice.	 Reserved	 tables	 for	 parties	 of	 10	or	

more.	Doors	open	at	4:30pm,	bingo	at	6:00pm�

                   “Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly endless.”   �

� �                        ~ St. Teresa of Kolkata�

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH: �

BE VIGILANT  �

�

It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant con-

cerning the behaviors of those who interact with children. 

And we must always communicate our concerns to the 

appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communi-

cating our safety concerns to our children. And some-

times this means communicating our concerns about 

seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 

position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to 

their children and observe both their children’s activities 

and the behavior of older children and adults who interact 

with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral 

changes, adults must find out what caused the changes. 

Being aware of what’s happening with our children 

means talking to, listening to, and observing them; at 

every opportunity. To see what the Diocese of Erie is 

doing to help maintain safe environments, visit �

https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/�

FORMED: THE CATHOLIC FAITH ON DEMAND�

Blessed Sacrament has purchased a gift for you to enjoy at 

no cost.  With this free subscription to FORMED you will 

be able to discover all the best Catholic content in one 

place.  Entertaining movies, enlightening programs, Scrip-

ture reflections and studies, inspiring talks and audio dra-

mas, and great selection on popular eBooks all just a click 

away!  Just go to our parish website bsparisherie.org and 

click on the formed banner on the home page, register by 

entering your name, email address and desired password 

and you are on your way.�
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Sunday, April 14, 2019�

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD�

Hats off to Jesus’ message�

Imagine a baseball�cap seller in the first century. Further imagine the 

catchy phrases on the brim of his wares: “The last will be first.” “Let 

me wash your feet.” “Love your enemies.” “Bless those who hurt you.” 

“Be like the children.” “Feed my sheep.” “Take up your cross.” “The 

humble will be exalted.” “Blessed are the meek.” Who’s going to buy 

this misguided fellow’s hats? The rest of us want to boast, not bow. 

This guy doesn’t get it. He needs to get into another line of work. 

Would you wear a hat that says: “I come to serve”?�

TODAY'S READINGS: Procession: Luke 19:28�40 (37); Mass: 

Isaiah 50:4�7; Philippians 2:6�11; Luke 22:14�23:56 (38). �

“I am among you as the one who serves.”�

�

Monday, April 15, 2019�

MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK�

Oil of gladness�

In the Hebrew Bible, we read of kings, priests, and prophets being 

anointed by the pouring of oil on them. In the Catholic tradition, oils are 

used in the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Orders, and 

Anointing of the Sick. We also use oil to bless altars and other objects. 

But why? Its purpose is to recognize the presence of the Holy in the 

person or thing anointed. To be anointed is to be set apart as special, 

cleansed, healed, and strengthened. Reflect on how you've been marked 

as belonging to God and called to share in the holy mission of Christ.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 42:1�7; John 12:1�11 (257). 

“Mary took a liter of costly perfumed oil made from genuine            

aromatic nard and anointed the feet of Jesus."�

�

Tuesday, April 16, 2019�

TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK�

Don’t fail to find God�

One of the lessons of Holy Week is that God draws grace and goodness 

out of any situation�even one that to us looks like a complete failure. 

God uses all of what is�every person’s strength and weakness, every 

experience, encounter, accident, war or act of kindness, natural beauty 

or disaster�to make visible God’s love and sustaining presence in the 

world. The psalmist put it this way: “For darkness is as light” to God. 

The message of Holy Week is one for the entire year. Make a habit of 

looking for the ways God redeems our “failures.” See how grace 

abounds.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 49:1�6; John 13:21�33, 36�38 

(258). “I will make you a light to the nations, that my salvation 

may reach to the ends of the earth.”�

�

Wednesday, April 17, 2019�

WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK�

Suffer the servant�

Holy Week highlights the “Servant Songs” found in the Book of Isaiah. 

These are lyrical poems written about a servant whom God calls to lead-

ership but the people abuse. The servant sacrifices himself for the sake 

of the people and is vindicated by God. The traditional Jewish interpre-

tation is that the servant is a metaphor for the Israelites. Christians see 

the servant as a prefiguring of Jesus and the servant’s suffering foretell-

ing the Passion of Christ. Perhaps both�are true. In these sacred days let 

your heart be filled with reverence for the suffering servant.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 50:4�9a; Matthew 26:14�25 (259). 

“I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to 

those who beat me . . . . My face I did not shield.”�

�

�

�

�

Thursday, April 18, 2019�

HOLY THURSDAY�EVENING MASS OF THE LORD'S SUPPER�

The Triduum enchilada�

Tonight’s Mass of the Lord’s Supper begins with the Sign of the Cross. 

Take note of it because you won’t see another one for three days until 

the blessing and dismissal from the Easter Vigil. The reason for this is 

because the Triduum, the Three Days of Easter, is of one piece. It be-

gins tonight and is carried through Good Friday and on to the Easter 

Vigil. So Catholics enjoy staying “in the zone” of celebration for the 

whole enchilada. Every thought, word, and action is wrapped in the 

awareness of the death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Triduum is 

moving and deeply enriching, so join in fully!�

TODAY'S READINGS: Exodus 12:1�8, 11�14; 1 Corinthians 

11:23�26; John 13:1�15 (39). “If I, therefore, the master and 

teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another's 

feet.”�

�

Friday, April 19, 2019�

FRIDAY OF THE LORD'S PASSION (GOOD FRIDAY); DAY OF 

ABSTINENCE�

It is finished�and it has just begun�

We can look high and low but we will not find a Catholic Mass cele-

brated anywhere on this day. There is a Good Friday service, to be sure, 

but there is no Mass. However, we will gather in churches throughout 

the world to hear scripture tell of the trial, death, and burial of Jesus. 

We will pray the prescribed 10 prayers of intercession. We will walk in 

procession to venerate the cross. And, on this second of the three sacred 

days this week that are known as the Triduum, we will receive the Eu-

charist, consecrated at the Mass of the Last Supper the night before. On 

this day of prayer and remembrance, do one thing to imitate the love 

and compassion of Jesus.���

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 52:13�53:12; Hebrews 4:14�16; 

5:7�9; John 18:1�19:42 (40). “And after this, Joseph of Arima-

thea . . . asked Pilate if he could remove the body of Jesus.”�

�

Saturday, April 20, 2019�

HOLY SATURDAY; EASTER VIGIL�

A vigil for the ages�

The Easter Vigil Mass we celebrate today has not always been popular, 

having been an institution in the early centuries of the church, falling 

from practice in the Middle Ages, and then re�emerging around Vatican 

II. Today this “mother of all vigils” (as Saint Augustine called it) moves 

people through its intense symbolism of fire, light, dark, incense, and 

song. The Easter Vigil reminds us that faith isn’t just an idea; it is a full�

body experience and way of life. Whether or not you attend the Easter 

Vigil, you can allow your faith to be a full�sensory experience, perceiv-

ing God in touch, song, aroma, and beauty.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 1:1�2:2; Genesis 22:1�18; Exo-

dus 14:15�15:1; Exodus 15:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 17�18; Isaiah 54:5�14; 

Isaiah 55:1�11; Baruch 3:9�15, 32�4:4; Ezekiel 36:16�17a, 18�

28; Romans 6:3�11; Luke 24:1�12 (41). “You will draw water 

joyfully from the springs of salvation.”�

�

�

Daily renewal for busy Catholics   �

Invest just five minutes a day,  and 

your faith will deepen �

and grow a day at a time.�

�

�

TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the following 

credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised           

Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email 

and app available online at TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe.     ©2019 TrueQuest Communications. �
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 14, 2019�

Sunday:        Lk 19:28�40 (37)/Is 50:4�7/Ps 22:8�9, 17�18, 19�20, 23�24 [2a]/Phil 2:6�11/Lk 22:14�23:56 or 23:1�49�

Monday:�������Is 42:1�7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13�14 [1a]/Jn 12:1�11�

Tuesday:�������Is 49:1�6/Ps 71:1�2, 3�4a, 5ab�6ab, 15 and 17 [cf. 15ab]/Jn 13:21�33, 36�38�

Wednesday:��Is 50:4�9a/Ps 69:8�10, 21�22, 31 and 33�34 [14c]/Mt 26:14�25�

Thursday:�����Chrism Mass: Is 61:1�3a, 6a, 8b�9/Ps 89:21�22, 25 and 27 [2]/Rv 1:5�8/Lk 4:16�21�

�         Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper: Ex 12:1�8, 11�14/Ps 116:12�13, 15�16bc, �

�         17�18 [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/1 Cor 11:23�26/Jn 13:1�15�

Friday:          Is 52:13�53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12�13, 15�16, 17, 25 [Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14�16; 5:7�9/

�         Jn 18:1�19:42�

Saturday:������Vigil: Gn 1:1��2:2 or 1:1, 26�31a/Ps 104:1�2, 5�6, 10, 12, 13�14, 24, 35 [30] or �

                     Ps 33:4�5, 6�7, 12�13, 20�22 [5b]/Gn 22:1�18 or 22:1�2, 9a, 10�13, 15�18/Ps 16:5, �

                     8, 9�10, 11 [1]/Ex 14:15��15:1/Ex 15:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 17�18 [1b]/Is 54:5�14/Ps 30:2, �

                     4, 5�6, 11�12, 13 [2a]/Is 55:�

�        1�11/Is 12:2�3, 4, 5�6 [3]/Bar 3:9�15, 32��4:4/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/Ez 36:�

                    16�17a,18�28/Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 [42:2] or Is 12:2�3, 4bcd, 5�6 [3] or Ps 51:12�13, �

�        14�15, 18�19 [12a]/Rom 6:3�11/Ps 118:1�2, 16�17, 22�23/Lk 24:1�12�

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 14, 2019�

Sunday:���������� Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion; Holy Week begins�

Thursday:������� Holy Thursday�

Friday: �           Good Friday; Day of fasting and abstinence�

Saturday:�������� Holy Saturday�

$$$$$ RAISE THE ROOF LOTTERY $$$$$ �

�

04/01 #744…#745…#743 no winners�

04/02 #647…#648…#646 no winners�

04/03 #350…#351…#349 no winners�

04/04 #258…#259…#257 no winners�

04/05 #029…#030…#028 no winners�

04/06 #981…#982…#980 no winners�

04/07 #602…#603…#601 no winners�

�

APRIL  TICKETS  are  now available…�

$5 per ticket   90 chances to win this month�

Please help us keep this lottery going.  It has helped 

pay for roof repairs in the past and hopefully will be 

there for  upcoming repairs. The tickets are only $5 

and you have three chances every day of the month to 

win!! If you buy 10  or more tickets, �

you receive a free ticket!!!�

CRS RICE BOWL ENCOUNTER LENT �

Rice Bowl offers you an opportunity to  

encounter people who have been aided by 

Rice Bowl.  Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving 

during Lent help us be united with the poor.  

There is still time to pick up your family’s CRS Rice 

Bowl at the doors of the church. During the days of 

Lent, we will encounter the needs of the world. This 

week you will encounter Jesus in Jerusalem, a com-

munity he knew well.  We prayerfully enter our own 

communities too, and those who need our help.  How 

does our Lenten journey motivate us to serve those we 

meet in our daily lives? For more info, visit crsrice-

bowl.org. Visit also our parish web site 

(bsparisherie.org) for a short video about Jerusalem.�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP �

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

�

��

Jesus warns us in the Gospel of Matthew, "If anyone wishes to 

come after me, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and 

follow me." It is an invitation to a way of life, and a plan that 

leads to holiness. But make no mistake, it is a warning as well. 

The cross is a sign of victory, but only in light of the Resurrec-

tion. Alone, it is a symbol of ultimate sacrifice: the sacrifice of 

Jesus Christ for a fallen world, and the sacrifice we are called 

to make to truly follow him.�

��

The power of this symbol has been diminished in popular cul-

ture. It is often used in fashion and simple wall art and on 

bumper stickers and T�shirts, sometimes with Christian clichés 

and sometimes not. But the cross is something so much more. 

It is a reminder of the pain, suffering, and death of one who 

loved us so much that he would give his very life for us. It is 

our God on that cross. It is God who cries out in despair, feel-

ing the ultimate depth of human emotion. And there lies the 

key for us in trying to live this life of carrying our crosses.�

��

For those who suffer the death of a loved one, the Father lost 

his Son. For those who suffer the ravages of disease, his body 

was broken, beaten, and pierced. For those who feel they have 

no way out � whether due to prisons that are physical or pris-

ons that are of the mind � he hung on a cross and cried out, 

"Why?" For those who feel alone and abandoned, he hung on 

a tree where no one could comfort him, not even his own 

mother. He has walked in all our shoes, and now we are called 

to walk in his. In the cross, we find solidarity with the human 

condition. In an empty tomb, we find our hope.��

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS �
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GOSPEL MEDITATION  Palm Sunday is a strange day in our             

liturgical calendar. We begin by waving palms, but somewhere in 

the middle, we call for Jesus to be crucified. We celebrate today 

an equally paradoxical God, one who comes to save through suf-

fering. "I tell you, if they keep silent, the stones will cry out!" 

Jesus, who so often in the  Gospels tries to hide his true identity, 

speaks thunderously to the Pharisees who would still the rejoicing 

crowd. At the Last Supper, Jesus confirms the Messianic promise 

to his disciples, saying "I confer a kingdom on you, just as my  

Father has conferred one on me." Yet, before the night is over, 

Jesus has been betrayed. We hear the tragedy unfold in Luke's 

Passion narrative. Jesus is abused by the council of elders, denied 

by Peter, whipped by Roman soldiers, and condemned to death 

by Pilate. But what else do we see? Jesus heals someone who 

came to arrest him, forgives his torturers, promises a repentant 

man paradise, and � by his loving endurance � converts a centuri-

on at the foot of the cross. Jesus is both Redeemer of the World 

and Suffering Servant. In taking on the mantle of Messiah, Jesus 

does not only receive our praise and our accolades, but he bears 

our burdens and sins and does so with the deepest love. He may 

go about our salvation in a paradoxical way, but he is dearer to 

our own suffering hearts for it. This week, we remember that no 

sorrow of our own is beyond the reach of the compassion of God. �

                                                        HAPPENINGS AROUND THE DIOCESE�

�

SURVIVING DIVORCE MINISTRY � 1   DIVORCED? Surviving Divorce Ministry, formerly called The 

Catholic’s Divorce Survival Guide (CDSG), 8�week group begins on Wednesday, April 3 from 6:30� 8:00 p.m. at St. 

Mark Catholic Center in Erie and runs weekly until May 22.� Cost of $15 per person includes book/journal (Financial 

help is available).�  Find comfort and counsel consistent with  Catholic teachings. Call the Family Life Office, (814) 

824�1261, or email familylife@eriercd.org for more information and/or to register.�

�

SAVE THE DATE FOR MOTHER DAUGHTER TEAS  The Chastity Education Office of the                 

Diocese of Erie is sponsoring the annual event on  Sunday, April 28 from 11:30 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. in the 

social hall of St. Boniface Parish, 355 Main St, Kersey, and on Sunday, May 5 from noon to 3:30 p.m. at 

St. Mark Catholic Center, 429 East Grandview Blvd, Erie. Enjoy a dress�up tea, which includes time for 

bonding, fun and conversations about growing to healthy and holy womanhood. The program is designed 

for girls age 10 and older and their moms.  For more information or to register, visit www.ErieRCD.org/chastity.htm 

or call Kate Whiteford, director of the Chastity Education Office, at 814�824�1259.�

�

CLUB CC NIGHT � SAVE THE DATE! Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Erie and Bishop 

Lawrence Persico invite you to save the date for Club CC, a night to support the good works of 

Catholic Charities in the Diocese of Erie. We will honor Michael Bailey of St. Luke Parish with 

the 2019 Helping Hands Award. The event will be held at Erie’s Bayfront Convention Center on 

May 11 from 6:30 to 10 p.m. Reservation information is available at www.ClubCCNight.com.�

�

ARE YOU A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND LOOKING FOR MORE IN YOUR FAITH LIFE? �

The Office of Disabilities & Deaf Ministry has a number of groups that will provide the faith�filled social interaction 

you’re looking for. Call at 814�824�1257 or email at d&dministry@erieRCD.org for more details. You can also learn 

more about our ministry on the diocesan website www.ErieRCD.org under Catholic Charities Disability Ministries.�

�

SIGN INTERPRETED MASS  A Sign Interpreted Mass for the Deaf is held every Sunday at 11:00AM at St.                

Joseph/Bread of Life Community Church, 147 West 24th St., Erie. For more information, call 814/824�1257 or email 

d&dministry@erieRCD.org �
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�

Today we begin the week called HOLY, not only because of the mysteries we 

celebrate, but even more because of their effect on us. We join Jesus in His 

suffering, death and resurrection. Make this Holy Week special by attending 

and participating in the special services here and throughout the Diocese. Even 

if we can not celebrate these days liturgically, we can reflect upon the              

symbols and rituals  and let the prayers of the liturgies draw us in. May we all 

know the depth of the love being offered us and the power of the gift of life 

won for us. �

�

�

MONDAY of HOLY WEEK   April 15   Daily Mass 7am�

Bishop Lawrence Persico, together with the priests of the Diocese of Erie, will celebrate the annual Chrism Mass at              

4 p.m. in St. Peter Cathedral. At the Chrism Mass, the holy oils to be used for sacraments will be consecrated and 

blessed for distribution to the parishes of the diocese. The  public is encouraged to attend.  �

� �

TUESDAY of HOLY WEEK   April 16   Daily Mass 7am �

� �

WEDNESDAY of HOLY WEEK  April 17   Daily Mass 7am �

�

HOLY THURSDAY   April 18   Morning Prayer 8am (Chapel)     Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:00pm �

Holy Thursday is one of the truly marvelous days in our faith community. We celebrate the gift of love of 

Jesus, given to us for our nourishment, given to us as an example of self�less love. Tonight we celebrate 

the institution of the Eucharist and priesthood. Parishioners will present the Holy Oils blessed by the  Bish-

op at the Chrism Mass on Monday evening.  At the center of the evening liturgy is the mandatum�

washing of the feet of 12 parishioners. As Christ came to serve and not to be served, so we the Church and 

every member is sent to serve. We pray that we might be faithful to the one commandment of Jesus, that 

we might love others in the same way that we have been loved. Where charity and love are found, there is 

God. Following the Liturgy, the Eucharist will be transferred to the cafeteria for private prayer until 10pm.     �

�

GOOD FRIDAY   April 19   Morning Prayer 8am  (Chapel)       Liturgy of the Word, �

                   Veneration   of  the Cross and Holy Communion 2pm     Stations of the Cross 6:30pm  �

This is the wood of the cross, on which hung the Savior of the world. Come let us worship. This is a 

very special day of intimacy with our Lord. It is a day to pray the Stations of the Cross. A day of 

fasting and  abstinence, in order to sharpen our awareness and openness. A day to stand at the foot 

of the cross as a  forgiven sinner�to stand there side�by�side with everyone else who is forgiven. It is a day of pro-

found gratitude. My people, what have I done to you? How have I offended you? Answer me.                                       �

 �

HOLY SATURDAY   April 20 Morning Prayer 8am (Chapel)      Blessing of Easter Food at Noon (Cafeteria)  �

                                   Easter Vigil 8:30pm�

On Holy Saturday we spend the day reflecting upon the powerful reality of Jesus’ death. What is  important is that we 

keep this day holy and let our “sense” of the mystery of death shape our reflection, and our longing to celebrate the 

Easter gift of Jesus alive for us and with us. At the Easter Vigil we begin with the Blessing of the New Fire, Paschal 

Candle and the Easter Water. At the Easter Vigil we celebrate Baptism, Holy Communion and Confirmation with our 

R.C.I.A. candidates who will be received into the Church. Together as a parish we need to invite more people to join 

our Catholic faith; please pray for our RCIA candidates and pray next year we will be blessed with many people to 

welcome into the faith.   �

�

      EASTER SUNDAY   �

April 21�

 �

 � MASSES: 8:30, 11:00 AND 7:30PM�

 

 ~ He is Risen,  Jesus is with us.  He is not dead, but alive.  

 

Roll away the stone, see the glory of God.  

�

�
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Holy Thursday   Seven Churches Visitation�

�

Mass of the Lord’s Supper�

On the Evening of Holy Thursday, all Catholic parishes celebrate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, com-

memorating in a particular way Jesus’ Last Supper with his apostles.  At the end of the Mass, the Eu-

charist is solemnly processed through the church to an Altar of Repose, symbolic of Jesus’ journey to 

the Garden of Gethsemane on the night before he offered his life on the cross for our salvation.  The 

faithful are invited to pray in this “Garden of Gethsemane” with Christ.�

Visiting Seven Churches�

It is a custom in Catholic countries for the faithful to travel to different churches to spend a brief moment in prayer at 

each of these “gardens” � these Altars of Repose.  Some people try to go to a total of seven, in imitation of the custom 

of visiting seven particular pilgrim churches when one travels to the city of Rome.  The faithful are encouraged to go to 

as few or as many as they can.  Often this period of adoration is concluded with Compline, the night prayer of the 

Church.�

Altars of Repose for Erie Area Churches�

�

�

All Saints, Waterford�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 9:30pm�

Altar of Repose in the day chapel�

��

Blessed Sacrament, Erie�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 10:00pm�

Altar of Repose in cafeteria�

��

Carmelite Monastery�

Mass at 5:00pm�

Adoration until 9:00pm�

��

Holy Cross, Fairview�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 10:00pm�

��

Our Lady of the Lake, Edinboro�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 12:00am�

Night Prayer at 11:45pm�

��

Our Lady of Mercy, Harborcreek�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 9:10pm�

Night Prayer at 9:00pm�

��

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Erie�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 12:00am�

��

Our Lady of Peace, Erie�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 11:10pm.�

Night Prayer at 11:00pm�

Altar of Repose is in the school           

cafeteria�

��

Sacred Heart, Erie�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 12:00am�

St. Boniface, Hammett�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 12:00am�

Night Prayer at 11:45pm�

��

St. Francis Xavier, McKean�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 12:00pm�

Night prayer at 11:55pm�

��

St. George, Erie�

Mass at 7:30pm�

Adoration until 12:00am�

Altar of Repose in the school,             

attached to Church�

Night Prayer at 11:45pm�

��

St. Gregory, North East�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 10:00pm�

Altar of Repose is in the�

Mother of Perpetual Help Chapel�

at 136 W Main Street�

��

St. James, Erie�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 10:00pm�

��

St. John the Baptist, Erie�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 10:00pm�

Altar of Repose in back sacristy�

��

St. John the Evangelist, Girard�

Mass at 6:30pm�

Adoration until 10:00pm�

��

St. Joseph, Erie�

Mass at 6:30pm�

Adoration until 11:30pm�

Night Prayer at 11:20pm�

Altar of Repose is in the Adoration 

Chapel in the Parish Center�

St. Jude, Erie�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 11:10pm�

Night Prayer is at 11:00pm�

Altar of Repose is in the chapel, behind the 

sanctuary.�

��

St. Lawrence, Albion�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 10:00pm�

Altar of repose in conference room�

��

St. Luke, Erie�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 10:00pm�

��

St. Mark, Lawrence Park�

Mass at 6:00pm�

Adoration until 9:10pm�

Night prayer at 9:00pm�

Altar of Repose is in Mary’s Chapel�

��

St. Peter Cathedral, Erie�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 10:10pm�

Night Prayer at 10:00pm�

Altar of Repose is in the crypt, accessible from 

the stairway on the tabernacle side of the  

cathedral.�

��

St. Stanislaus, Erie�

Mass at 7:00pm�

Adoration until 9:00pm�

Altar of Repose in sacristy�

��

St. Stephen of Hungary, Erie�

Spanish Mass at 7:30pm�

Adoration until 10:30pm�
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�

PARISH FAMILY  �

�

Please pray for those in our Parish Family who are 

hospitalized, ill, homebound and in nursing facilities and 

for all our members of the military. �

�

Pray for those who have suffered the experience of 

abuse, may they find through Christ’s presence,�

 deep healing and peace.�

�

Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated for �

Debbie Bauer and Marie Winschel who passed away. 

The prayers and sympathy of our Parish Family were 

extended to their families. May they rest in peace. �

   ��  SACRIFICIAL GIVING REPORT      

�                                 4/072019 �

�

Adult Offering:�   � $  6,050.00 � 227     [718] �

Loose:� � � $     874.30�

Online:�             �       � $  1,187.00          46      [110]�

Easter:� � � $       30.00�

Easter Flowers:�� $       60.00�

Mother’s Day Flowers:  $     895.00   �

Youth Offering:�             $       33.25          14     [400]�

Total:� � � $  9,129.55�

�

  2019 CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL�

�

Pledged to Date: � $  61,213.00    [212 Pledges]�

Paid To Date:� � $  28,268.00�

Assessment: � � $  67,941.00�

Unpaid Balance:� $  32,945.00�

� � � �

                        Thanks for your support!�

      �

�

 �

CHILDREN’S STEWARDSHIP CORNER �

During the past week some of our  children  noted on 

their Church envelopes some ways they shared their time 

and  talents. We thank them for being true stewards of 

God’s  Kingdom through sharing and service by   using 

their Church envelopes. Please encourage your child

(ren) to write on their envelopes ways in which they 

shared their time and talent during the week. It is              

uplifting to read what they share...we can all learn   

something from them!  Here are some from this week:   

“I was polite at a restaurant, I went to dinner with my 

uncle and my grandpa, I was good at Hibachi for my 

grandpa, did some laundry myself, I helped make Dad’s 

birthday cookies, love & kindness.”�

USHERS' CORNER�

�April's meeting will be held on Thursday, April 25th, 

the last Thursday in April, due to the third Thursday 

being  Holy Thursday; note that this is the annual 

"Nominations" meeting."�  If you are, or someone you 

know is, interested in being part of the Ushers Board of 

Directors for the 2019�2020 year, please let a current 

member know and/or plan on being there on the 25th. �

� Did somebody say BINGO?� Tickets for the Cinco�de�

Mayo Bingo event, to be held on Friday, May 3rd, 

are now on sale at the school or parish offices, or online 

on the Blessed Sacrament School's Facebook page.� The 

Ushers will again be co�sponsoring this fun�filled even-

ing with the Advancement Committee.�

� We are accepting payments for 2019's dues.�  These 

remain at an inflation�resistant $10.�  You can pay any 

Usher Board member, or mail to the Blessed Sacrament 

Ushers, P.O. Box 3903, Erie, PA 16508.� You may also 

pay online at https://squareup.com/store/blessed�

sacrament�usher�society.�  Please add your name to the 

"Additional note"  section on the final checkout page.�

� Reminders:�Please wear your blazer and tie to Mass. 

Also, please check in with the Mass Captain before the 

start of Mass to see if your help will be needed at Offer-

tory.� �

� We are here to serve.� If any parishioner has any ques-

tions or needs any help, please let one of us know.�

� Make sure to "like us" on Facebook…��

                        Peace, David Pianta, President �

COFFEE AND DONUTS  Join us for coffee 

and a donut(s) after the 8:30am Mass in                

the cafeteria; this week the Parishioners  will be 

hosting. This is a great opportunity to meet other  parish-

ioners and catch up with old friends.  �

FISH DINNER WRAP UP  Thank you to  everyone 

who came out and supported our fish dinners this year. 

We heard a lot of the same comments….we have the 

best in town!! A big thank you to Kevin Kujan who 

headed up the dinners along with Al Smith. They had a 

great group to work with and a lot of volunteers. A big 

thank you to everyone who donated baked goods...that 

table is always a big hit! The Girl Scouts did well with 

their cookie booths too! Congratulations to the winner 

of the 50/50 drawing from the last fish dinner: Karen 

Wargo, she took home $55! Thanks to Connie Walker 

for selling the tickets at all of our Fish Dinners!!                

See you next year!�

The proceeds of the bake sale from our last 

fish dinner, $447, were donated to the Warren 

Family. They lost their six year old son last 

week in a hit and run accident. Please continue 

to keep the family in your prayers. �


