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1626 W. 26th Street  • Erie, PA 16508 �

814�454�0171  • www.bsparisherie.org�

February 23, 2020�

Pastoral Staff�

Father Philip Pinczewski ~ Pastor�

� pastorphil@bserie.org� �

Father Michael DeMartinis ~ �

� In Residence� �

    mike.demartinis@prep�villa.com�

Kevin Kunik ~ Permanent Deacon��

� kevinkunik@hotmail.com�

Jane Wagner ~ School Principal  �

� jwagner@eriecatholic.org�

Jennifer Durney� ~ �

   Facilitator of Religious Education  �

� jdurney@bserie.org�

Kathy Golden ~ �Director of Music�

� kgolden@bserie.org�

Joyce Wickles ~� Business Manager�

� jwickles@bserie.org�

Diane Fisher ~ Parish Secretary��

� dfisher@bserie.org�

�

Mass Schedule�

Daily Mass in the Chapel: 7:00am�

School Liturgy on Wednesday in 

Church September�May �

   (check Mass Schedule for time)�

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm   �

Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00am, 7:30 pm�

�

Reconciliation �

Saturday: 3:00 � 3:45pm �

            Anytime by appointment�

    Blessed Sacrament Church Blessed Sacrament Church Blessed Sacrament Church Blessed Sacrament Church     
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�

�HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE�

�

�HEARING DEVICES AVAILABLE�

Parish Directory�

THE WEEK AHEAD�

�

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY 24�

7am Daily Mass �

�

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 25�

7am Daily Mass �

8:30am Church Cleaning�

�              �

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26�

ASH WEDNESDAY�

Day of Fast and Abstinence�

Masses: 7am, 9am & 5:30pm�

Choir 6:30pm�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27�

  7am Daily Mass�

� � � �

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28�

  7am Daily Mass �

Stations of the Cross 6:30pm�

�

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29�

Confessions 3:00�3:45pm �

Mass 4:00pm�

� � �

SUNDAY, MARCH 1�

Masses: 8:30am, 11am & 7:30pm�

Coffee & Donuts after 8:30am Mass�

Rel Ed K � 5�

Blessed Sacrament Parish Mission Statement�

�

To nourish our love of God through Jesus Christ under the guidance of the             

Holy Spirit. Centered in the Eucharist, we are developing a faith community through  

prayer, education, worship and Christian fellowship. As stewards of God’s love, we 

strive to share our gifts and talents for the service of God  and all His people. �

Parish Office� 814�454�0171�

Office Hours� Monday�Friday 8am�4pm�

� �           Closed for lunch Noon�1pm�

Fax� � � 814�459�6832�

E�mail� � dfisher@bserie.org�

Website� � www.bsparisherie.org�

School� � 814�455�1387�

Cafeteria� � 814�455�7113�

Gym Scheduling� Mark Kloecker  881�1016�

Prayer Requests� 860�6211�

Bulletin Deadline� Monday at noon�

�

Pete Sala � � � pjsalaw@yahoo.com �        �

� President of Ushers�

Mary Jo Fulton �     mjfulton@roadrunner.com�

� Chairperson of Pastoral Council�

Carmen Phillips� � carmp03@msn.com�

� Chairperson of Finance Council�

Al Smith� � � allen.smith@ge.com�

� Knights of Columbus�

Jim Theisen�� � webmaster@bserie.org�

            Webmaster for:� www.bsparisherie.org�

Melissa Baldwin�    mbaldwin@eriecatholic.org�

� Webmaster for:� www.bsschoolerie.org�

Michael Scalise� � twintek@velocity.net�

� Parish Foodbank Coordinator�

�

If child abuse is suspected call:�

PA Child Line: 1�800�932�0313�
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Monday, February 24�Weekday�

  7:00 +Debby Bauer�Kristine States  **�

Tuesday, February 25�Weekday�

  7:00 +Mary Hoffman�Hoffman Family**�

Wednesday, February 26�Ash Wednesday�

  7:00 *People of Blessed Sacrament�

  9:00 + Richard Kunik / Sue & Jeff Rinderle�

  5:30 +Sr. Margaret Greenly / Bob & Mary Jo Fulton�

Thursday, February 27�Thursday after Ash Wednesday�

 7:00  +Richard Fagan / Family **�

Friday, February 28�Friday after Ash Wednesday�

 7:00 +Anna & John Goetzinger / Estate **�

Saturday, February 29�First Sunday of Lent�

 4:00 +Stanley Kurpiewski / Family�

Sunday, March 1�First Sunday of Lent�

  8:30 *People of Blessed Sacrament Parish�

11:00 +Donald Haibach / Bob & Mary Alice Haibach�

  7:30 +Mary Lou Scottino / Fisher Family�

  �

   *   Living  �

 **   7AM MASS IN THE CHAPEL  �

The Church Sanctuary Candle will burn this week                      

in loving memory of  Edward Bednarowicz from his           

family.�

CHURCH  SANCTUARY CANDLE   

MASS  INTENTIONS 

� � � �

�

SATURDAY  4:00pm� SUNDAY 8:30am� SUNDAY 11:00am�

EUCHARISTIC �

MINSTERS�

Jenn Lydic�

Pam Moore�

Jim & Ann Bruno�

Lisa Angiolelli�

Joe Scalise�

Michelle Wiesen�

John Winiecki�

Stephanie Ackman�

Susannah Klins�

Nathan Kujan�

Josh & Erin Rodriguez�

Jeannene Willow�

SACRISTAN�

Carolyn Johnston� Carol Delo� Denise Lif�

LECTOR�

Rich Moore� Barb Pronko� Jim Ackman�

ALTAR�

 SERVERS�

Abby Sweeney�

Madison Toy�

Isaac Spencer�

Colton Viera�

Caleb Williams�

Dylan Warzynak�

Conor O’Brien�

PRESIDER�

Fr. Phil� Fr. Phil� Fr. Mike�

Ministry Schedule for February 29/March 1�

The Chapel Sanctuary Candle will burn this week                     

in loving memory of  those parents who gave one back 

from Pam & Rich Moore. �

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 

CHAPEL SANCTUARY CANDLE   

FAMILY  PERSPECTIVE 

Giving the shirt off your back, turning the other cheek or 

walking / driving the extra mile is normal stuff in fami-

lies. We do that for one another.� Today’s gospel reminds 

us all people, even those we don’t like, are our brothers 

and sisters. Our family should prepare us to be FAMILY 

to others. �

"An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth." (Mt 5:38) It's 

tempting in marriage to try to keep things fair and even. 

It's tempting, but not loving. Look for a way today (or this 

week) to let a minor offense slide, to do more than your 

fair share of the work...� �

Question for Children: What can you do at home or  

at school to show that you follow Jesus’ Command-

ments?�

�

Question for Youth: Do you think Jesus was ser ious 

when he said to love your enemies? Why or why not?�

�

Question for Adults: Have you ever  told someone to 

do something for his/her own well being? Do you accept 

God’s laws in the same spirit of love and concern?�

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
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�

�

�

�

�

Loving our enemies is perhaps the hardest of Jesus’ teachings.  As we learn to live the Christian 

life we need to learn how to forgive or we do not grow in wholeness, holiness, or healing.  The           

opposite of love is not hate; instead it is indifference.  Think about the poor, the immigrant, the             

ex�offender, the recovering addict.  Are we aware of their needs and problems? Do we cast them 

off as problems we don’t want to deal with? Think about how our ignorance and indifference to  

others is an enemy that must be reconciled. As we move toward Lent 2020 this could be a time for 

each of us to learn more about poverty and the needs of the suffering among us.  I would suggest 

using Operation Rice Bowl, which will be distributed after Masses.  Rice Bowl gives us ways to 

learn, fast, and pray for the needs of the poor all over the world.  You can go to their web site for 

videos and information.  The site is: www.crsricebowl.org.  Let’s pray that Lent will enliven our 

hearts for service to God and neighbor.�

�

I will be away this weekend to attend and preside at a friends’ wedding in Pittsburgh.  Fr. Mike will 

be covering the Masses in my absence.  Father is always so kind to pitch in.  �

�

Today is Commitment Sunday for the Catholic Services Appeal.  The CSA reminds 

us that we are all part of the same Catholic family and that the work of the Diocese 

is the work of the Gospel of Jesus Christ through the Church. I want to thank you 

who have made a pledge or gift today.  Your support with prayer and your sacrifi-

cial gift will make a difference in many lives.  Because of your generosity, you help 

make it possible for our parish and the other 96 parishes of our Diocese to live and 

share Christ’s teaching.  If you haven’t returned your pledge envelope yet you can 

still do so by mailing it to our office or placing it in the collection next week.  Your support will help 

us with our parish project and help our entire Diocese to move forward together in Christ.�

�

Peace, Fr. Phil �

From Our Pastor �

� � � ASH WEDNESDAY ~ MARCH 26�

�

�     Euch Min� � �   Lector�  � Altar Server�

�

7:00am     Mary Lou Peterson [S]�   Rich Moore� �      n/a� �

�       Phyllis Marchini�

�       Joe Scalise�

�

�

9:00am     TEACHERS� �    STUDENTS� Annabella LaCastro�

� � � � � � � � Kayla Bogdanski�

� � � � � � � � Thomas Klins�

� � � � � � � � Colton Viera�

�

�

5:30pm      Carolyn Johnston [S]�    Conan Turley� Ava Baney� �

�        Patty George� � � � � Dylan Warzynak�

�        Barb Peterson�

� � �
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�

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 23, 2020�

�

Sunday:� Lv 19:1�2, 17�18/Ps 103:1�2, 3�4, 8, 10, 12�13 [8a]/1 Cor 3:16�23/Mt 5:38�48�

Monday:� Jas 3:13�18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [9a]//Mk 9:14�29�

Tuesday:� Jas 4:1�10/Ps 55:7�8, 9�10a, 10b�11a, 23 [23a]/Mk 9:30�37�

Wednesday:� Jl 2:12�18/Ps 51:3�4, 5�6ab, 12�13, 14 and 17 [cf. 3a]/2 Cor 5:20�6:2/Mt 6:1�6, 16�18�

Thursday:� Dt 30:15�20/Ps 1:1�2, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps 40:5a]/Lk 9:22�25�

Friday:  � Is 58:1�9a/Ps 51:3�4, 5�6ab, 18�19 [19b]/Mt 9:14�15�

Saturday:� Is 58:9b�14/Ps 86:1�2, 3�4, 5�6 [11ab]/Lk 5:27�32�

Next Sunday:� Gn 2:7�9; 3:1�7/Ps 51:3�4, 5�6, 12�13, 17 [cf. 3a]/Rom 5:12�19 or 5:12, 17�19/Mt 4:1�11�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE GOD 

IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS �

           �

                     GOING THE EXTRA MILE�

   So often in life, people are concerned about the mini-

mum requirements. What is the minimum I must do to get 

a certain grade? What is the minimum I need to do to re-

ceive the Sacrament of Confirmation? What exactly do I 

have to do to make my boss happy?�

   This concern does not stop with everyday life but con-

tinues into our relationship with God. What exactly is re-

quired of me for salvation? How much time, talent, and 

treasure are enough? Jesus does not call us to this way of 

life, but instead to a life of unbounding generosity and 

surrender. �

   Jesus said, “If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with 

him two miles.” The minimum requirement is one mile; 

however, we are not to be disciples of minimum require-

ments and checking off boxes. We are to go the extra mile 

because that is how we bear witness to the transforming 

power of Jesus Christ. That is how we change lives and 

share the grace and love we have received in abundance. 

Nothing ever changes by doing the minimum. There is no 

real glory given to God by responding to His call with the 

minimum.�

   Imagine a world where all of us good stewards give 

without ceasing and go far beyond the minimum require-

ments. Our world would be a very different place. So, 

what is stopping us?     � Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS     ©LPi�

WHY DO WE DO THAT? � �

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED�

�

Question:�

Is Ash Wednesday a holy day of obligation?�

�

Answer:�

Despite the often packed churches, you may be  

surprised to hear that the answer is no! Holy days 

of obligation commemorate a particular event (such 

as the birth of Christ at Christmas) or celebrate  

particular people (such as Mary’s Immaculate  

Conception or the feast of All Saints). Ash 

Wednesday is a day of penance, fasting, and absti-

nence to begin the season of Lent. In a sense, it  

focuses on a concept rather than something particu-

lar and concrete. �

�

Of course, repentance ought to be reflected in            

particular, concrete ways! That’s one of the reasons 

that attending Mass on Ash Wednesday is a very 

good idea. It marks the beginning of a solemn            

season of penance. Despite all its comparisons to 

the desert, Lent can be very fruitful for our spiritual 

growth! Beginning this season with the celebration 

of Mass and the reception of ashes is a sign of our 

commitment to God and to spiritual growth.�

LENTEN TALK / SOUP & SALAD DINNER�

�

"Rediscover the Saints" with Us This Lent�

�

   This year, our Lenten Soup and Salad Suppers will include a discussion on the lives 

of many saints, using the book "Rediscover the Saints" by Matthew Kelly as a guide.� Each Tuesday, 

we'll explore the lives of two saints, discussing their witness and strong faith in our loving 

God.� Please consider inviting a friend or family member to join us for dinner and the 

opportunity to grown closer to Christ through the example of the Saints.  If you have 

the book “Rediscover the Saints”  please bring it with you, we will have a few copies 

to share. ��

   Please fill out the form in the bulletin today, so we can plan accordingly for dinner.   �
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“Let us always meet each  

other with a smile, for the 

smile is the beginning of 

love.”            ~Mother Teresa �

           �

          “KNIGHTS CORNER" �

�

FORTY CANS FOR LENT              

Together we can fight hunger!�     �

I Can! �You Can!�  We Can!�  The 

program is simple; Collect one can 

of food per day during the 40 days 

of Lent, which begins on Ash 

Wednesday, and then one extra can per person on Easter 

Sunday.� Drop off your cans at any time throughout the 

Season in a marked box in the School, Church, Cafete-

ria, or the Church Office.� As you prepare for Easter by 

sacrificing during Lent, remember the 40 days and 

nights that Christ spent in the desert, without food                     

or  water, praying and preparing for his sacrifice on be-

half of mankind.� During this Season, we hope each per-

son will donate one can of food each day if possible, but          

everything helps. We will use these items to help supply 

our parish food pantry, provide for school families (as 

needed) and to make emergency care packages for indi-

viduals and families.�

�

COMMUNION BREAKFAST� Mark your calendar 

for Sunday, September 13

th

.  Details to follow!�

�

ROSARY INTENTIONS:  A book is available at the 

Entrance to the Church in which Parishioners may             

submit Special Intentions for the Knights                            

Rosary.� These will be mentioned at the beginning of the  

Rosary every first Saturday of the month.�

�

              We invite all Practicing Catholic Men �

to join the Knights of Columbus.��

�

For more information email �

Council278@yahoo.com�

�

            USHERS' CORNER�

�

   The CYO state tournament will be 

held at our gym, Geiger Hall, starting 

Friday, February 28th. The best High 

School parochial basketball teams in 

the state will be coming to Blessed 

Sacrament that weekend.�

   Our gym was chosen for the event since it is 

widely regarded as the best facility and wooden 

floor of any school around.  So stop down to 

Blessed Sacrament to catch a game that weekend 

when the state champion will be crowned.�

   In addition, the spring sports season is upon 

us.�  If there is any student who is interested in            

soccer, please have them�contact the school office 

or any Usher.� There will be an indoor soccer tour-

nament scheduled soon and practice will start any 

day.� The concession stand will also be open for all 

home games.� Any parent interested in helping out 

is more�than welcome.� All proceeds are put directly 

towards helping all of the student athletes.���

�

Think Spring!�

�

Pete Sala� ��

�

 $$$$$ RAISE THE ROOF LOTTERY $$$$$ �

�

2/11 #593…#594…#592 no winners�

2/12 #692…#693…#691 no winners�

2/13 #552…#553…#551 no winners�

�

             MARCH TICKETS ARE  AVAILABLE�

              $5 per ticket   93  chances to win this month�

�

Please help us keep this lottery going. It has helped pay 

for roof repairs in the past and hopefully will be there 

for upcoming repairs. The tickets are only $5 and you 

have three chances every day of the month to win!! If 

you buy 10  or more tickets, you receive a free ticket!!  

Buy or sell 10 tickets every month and be entered into 

our Seller’s Drawing to win $50!!  We are always look-

ing for more sellers!�

�

February  24  Shirley Dovichow�

February  25 Joan Jaskiewicz, Linda Gier�

February  26 Kevin Kunik�

February  27 Barb Pronko, Steve Falk�

February  28 Mary Ann Tempestini, Roberta Lucchetti�

February  29 Helen Felice�

March      01  Mary Jo Fulton�

�

Members of the 31 Club agree to go to daily Mass               

and /or offer prayers on a particular day every month for 

an increase of vocations to the Church. One of the best 

ways to increase vocations is through prayers, and the 

greatest prayer we have is the holy sacrifice of the 

Mass. Please call the Parish Office if you want to be in 

the 31 Club and experience the satisfaction that comes 

from helping to fulfill a great need in the Church. �

31 CLUB  Pray for Vocations 
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�

2020 LENTEN SCHEDULE�

�

ASH WEDNESDAY February 26th�

Mass Times�

7:00am, 9:00am & 5:30pm�

�

DAILY MASS:  �

7am in the Chapel (Monday � Friday)�

Tuesday � 5:30pm in the Church followed by Soup & Salad Dinner in Cafeteria  �

Wednesday � 1:15pm in the Church � School Liturgy�

��

STATIONS OF THE CROSS�

Friday evenings at 6:30pm  �

�

TUESDAY SOUP & SALAD DINNERS�

     � �           March 3, March 10, March 19 (Thursday) Traditional St. Joseph Table  �      �

 � �                    March 24 and March 31       �

�

                                                      FISH DINNERS�

     Friday, March 6

th

, 13

th

, and 27

th

            Serving  4:30 � 7:00pm in the cafeteria�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�             LENTEN  LIGHT IS ON�

                               Every Saturday 3:00�3:45pm�                  Wednesday, March 11th  5:00�7:00pm�

  �

THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM��

HOLY THURSDAY � April 9th�

Morning Prayer�8:00am

�

Mass of the Lord’s Supper � 7:00pm�

Private Adoration until 10:00 pm  �

                                              �

GOOD FRIDAY � April 10th�

Morning Prayer�8:00am�

Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of Cross,�

Holy Communion � 2:00pm�

Stations of the Cross � 6:30pm        �

                                     �

HOLY SATURDAY � April 11th�

Morning Prayer�8:00am�

Blessing of Easter Foods � Noon�

Celebration of Easter Vigil � 8:30pm     �

                                   �

EASTER SUNDAY � April 12th �

MASS TIMES   8:30, 11:00AM and 7:30 PM Mass�

�

�

Ash Wednesday, All Fridays in Lent and Good Friday are days of abstinence�

 from eating meat for those 14 and older�

��

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are also days of fasting for those 18 �58 by limiting themselves �

to one full meal; two smaller meals to maintain strength  according to one’s needs, are also permitted. �

Eating between meals in not permitted, but liquids are allowed. �

When health or work is affected, this does not apply.�
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS�

�

Youth Group is open to all children, grades 1�8 �

(School and Religious Education families).� �

�

The primary goal of our Youth Group is to help 

all our kids to develop a deep and life�long            

relationship with  Jesus through learning more 

about Him and serving his people. ��

�

For more information, �

please contact Youth Group coordinators:�

 Deacon Kevin (kevinkunik@hotmail.com) and �

Susannah Klins (sklins21@gmail.com)�

�

The next meeting  is �

Sunday, March 15th at Noon.  �

WE ARE CALLED  Join our faith 

community�and more than 14,000 

Catholic communities across the 

United States�in a life�changing 

Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl. 

Pick up your family’s CRS Rice 

Bowl in the back of church next 

weekend. During the 40 days of Lent, 

we will reflect on the challenge of 

global hunger and how it affects our human family.  �

           SAVE THE DATES!�

      �

        FRIDAY, MARCH 6th, �

 MARCH 13th  & MARCH 27th�

            4:30 TO 7:00PM�

        Lenten Fish Dinners�

FEATURING:  baked scrod with your choice of fries, 

macaroni and cheese or ravioli, green beans, cole slaw, 

roll & butter, sherbet and beverage�

�

Cheese Ravioli and Macaroni & Cheese Dinners �

 also available. Take outs available.  �

�

Adults: $11 Fish   $10 Ravioli   $7 Macaroni & Cheese�

Children under 12: �

              $6 Fish or Ravioli  $4 Macaroni and Cheese�

�

If you are available to help at the dinners, please call 

the Parish Office with  your availability or 

return the volunteer form that was in the  

bulletin or in the back of church.  Thank 

you in advance for your help in making 

our Fish Dinners a success. ��

We will have our Bake Sale table at 

all the Fish Dinners...so to all our 

famous Blessed Sacrament bakers, 

get started baking!! All items can be 

dropped off in the Parish Office    

during the day of the dinners or they 

can be dropped off at the Bake Sale  

table that night. Samples are always 

welcome!!! �

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK�

�

Chido’s Dry Cleaners, Inc.�

�

Please patronize our sponsors and let them know you             

appreciate their ad in our weekly bulletin. �

Because of our sponsors our bulletin is provided�

 at no cost to the parish.�
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�

Sunday, February 23, 2020�

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�

See clearly beyond racism�

How do we fight the popular recommendation to circle the wagons 

around “our stuff” or, worse, “our kind”? In their 1979 pastoral on 

racism, our bishops noted: “Racism is not merely one sin among 

many; it is a radical evil that divides the human family and denies 

the new creation of a redeemed world. To struggle against it de-

mands an equally radical transformation, in our own minds and 

hearts as well as in the structure of our society.” Racism affects 

everything: immigration, education, economics, zoning laws, 

healthcare, and criminal justice. Pray to see the color of your val-

ues.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Leviticus 19:1�2, 17�18; 1 Corinthi-

ans 3:16�23; Matthew 5:38�48 (79). “For the wisdom of this 

world is foolishness in the eyes of God.”�

�

Monday, February 24, 2020�

Let your doubt strengthen your faith�

Faith is a gift that invites us to believe in that which cannot be seen 

with our eyes, only our hearts. So it is not unusual to experience 

some doubts along life’s way. A sudden death, a violent crime, or 

nothing you can pinpoint can trigger doubts. When doubts arise, do 

not be afraid. Do not run from the questions but trust that facing 

them can lead you to a deeper faith. When darkness clouds what 

you once took for granted, speak honestly to God even if you doubt 

God is listening, read God’s word in scripture for each day, and beg 

the unseen God to increase your faith, as the Catechism puts it.�

TODAY'S READINGS: James 3:13�18; Mark 9:14�29 (341). 

“I do believe! Help my unbelief.”�

�

Tuesday, February 25, 2020     [MARDI GRAS]�

Time to resolve our differences�

Traditionally today was a day to finish off all the rich and fattening 

foods in the household, including meats, which were given up for 

Lent. Thus the origins of the term Mardi Gras (“Fat Tuesday” in 

French), and the word carnival might be derived from the Latin for 

“removing or taking away meat.” The excesses of some modern�

day celebrations of the Carnival season, however, have obscured its 

connection with Lent. The tension between celebration and fast is 

nothing new. In 1559, the Dutch master Pieter Bruegel the Elder 

painted The Fight Between Carnival and Lent, contrasting scenes of 

raucous celebration on one side of the painting and solemn religious 

observance on the other. How do you resolve the tension of excess 

in your own life?�

TODAY'S READINGS: James 4:1�10; Mark 9:30�37 

(342).� “Humble yourselves before the Lord and he will exalt 

you.”�

�

Wednesday, February 26, 2020�

ASH WEDNESDAY; DAY OF FAST AND ABSTINENCE�

When we do without, we grow within�

Is there any spiritual practice more tied to Lent than fasting? Forgo-

ing creature comforts is the biblical way to express our sorrow for 

sin. It’s a sacrifice that reminds us of what Jesus sacrificed. It also 

has the knack of clearing the clutter from our hearts so that our 

minds can focus on prayer. Make the most of your fasting this Lent 

by taking some advice from Saint Peter Chrysologus: “Fasting is 

the soul of prayer, mercy is the lifeblood of fasting. So if you pray, 

fast; if you fast, show mercy; if you want your petition to be heard, 

hear the petition of others. If you do not close your ear to others, 

you open God’s ear to yourself.”��

TODAY'S READINGS: Joel 2:12�18; 2 Corinthians 5:20�

6:2; Matthew 6:1�6, 16�18 (219). “Return to me with your 

whole heart, with fasting.”�

�

Thursday, February 27, 2020�

THURSDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY�

Set your intention�

“Well begun is half done,” quipped the eminently practical Benja-

min Franklin. Today is a great day to get into the spirit of Lent, if 

Ash Wednesday didn’t fully accomplish that for you for whatever 

reason. We have a rare opportunity to slow down and quiet our 

lives for the next few weeks. What is complicating life right now 

that you can simplify? How about giving up stress and fasting from 

complications this Lent as part of your spiritual practice? Turn Lent 

into a positive experience of drawing ever closer to Jesus, the 

source of life, light, and love in your life.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Deuteronomy 30:15�20; Luke 9:22�

25 (220). “I have set before you life and death, the blessing 

and the curse. Choose life, then.”�

�

Friday, February 28, 2020�

FRIDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY; DAY OF ABSTI-

NENCE�

Think fast�

Catholics abstain from meat on all Fridays during Lent for many 

reasons. It is a sacrifice�a reminder of Christ’s sacrifice on Good 

Friday. It is an act of humility as we eat modestly. It is an experi-

ence of solidarity with those who go without. It is penance for our 

past wrongdoings and an exercise in discipline to help us abstain 

from sin in the future. It is a form of preparation as we hunger, 

symbolically, for the eucharistic meal. Jesus fasted to draw closer to 

God and draw upon him for help. Now’s your chance to do the 

same.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 58:1�9a; Matthew 9:14�15 

(221). “The days will come when the bridegroom is taken 

away from them, and then they will fast.”�

�

Saturday, February 29, 2020�

SATURDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY�

Take a leap of faith�

It's nice to know that the leap year has a historical connection to the 

Catholic Church. In 1582, Pope Gregory introduced the Gregorian 

calendar, still in use in much of the world today. The calendar cor-

rected the former Julian calendar by providing a more accurate cal-

culation of the year with the addition of an extra day every four 

years so that the calendar did not drift too far away from the actual 

movement of the earth around the sun. Let’s give a special nod to 

Pope Gregory today for keeping us on track as we work to stay on 

course with our Lenten promises.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 58:9b�14; Luke 5:27�32 (222). 

“If you call the sabbath a delight, and the LORD’s holy day 

honorable . . . then you shall delight in the LORD.”�

�

�

�

Daily renewal for busy Catholics.�

Invest just five minutes a day, �

and your faith will deepen and �

grow a day at a time. �

 �
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PARISH FAMILY  �

�

Please pray for those in our Parish Family who are 

hospitalized, ill, homebound and in nursing facilities, as 

well as those who care for them. Please pray, too, for all 

our members of the military. �

�

Pray for those who have suffered the experience of abuse, 

may they find through Christ’s presence,�

 deep healing and peace.�

MEMBERSHIP IN THE PARISH                             �

�

   We welcome all Catholic adults living within our parish 

area to complete a registration form for membership in 

the parish. We are glad for all who worship here,                 

including members and visitors. Completing a registra-

tion gives us a record and ability to fulfill your request for  

Sacraments, Sponsor Forms, letters of recommendation, 

etc. Sometimes, people who grow up in the parish              

presume they are members as adults, but we have no             

record beyond your childhood. Once you graduate              

college you should register as an adult whether it is here 

at Blessed Sacrament or wherever you move to. Some-

times, people move into the area and presume that their 

presence makes them a member automatically. We are 

happy to meet your spiritual needs, but we also encourage 

you to register officially in our parish. To complete this 

simple process, contact the parish office at 454�0171 or 

complete the  Request for Membership form below and 

mail it in or place in the offertory basket and we will mail 

you a registration packet.�

REQUEST FOR PARISH MEMBERSHIP FORM�

�

�

NAME:_____________________________________�

�

ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________�

�

CITY:____________________________________________STATE:___________________ZIP:______________�

�

   ��  SACRIFICIAL GIVING REPORT   �

                                     �

Due to the bulletin deadline the Sacrificial Report �

will be updated next week�

COMFORT IN GOD'S ARMS PRAYER SHAWL �

MINISTRY   would like those who knit and/or crochet 

(or would like to learn!)  to join the group. The shawls 

are given to anyone in need at no charge. Shawls are 

used for those undergoing medical procedures, as a com-

fort after a loss or in times of stress, during bereave-

ment, prayer or meditation, commitment or marriage 

ceremonies, birthing, nursing a baby, bridal shower or 

wedding gift, during an illness and recovery, there are 

endless possibilities. The prayer shawls are available to 

take to your loved ones who need to feel the comfort of 

God's arms around them, please check out the display in 

Church.  If you have any questions or would like to 

join our group and help us make the prayer shawls, 

please contact Linda (814) 490�8022.  The next meeting 

is today, Sunday, February 23 after the 11am Mass.  �

COFFEE AND DONUTS Join us for  a cup 

of coffee and donut after Mass and 

spend some time with your  parish 

family. Today’s coffee & donuts is 

sponsored by the Ushers. �

   UPCOMING FISH DINNERS IN THE AREA�

HOLY TRINITY PARISH  will be serving Fish,               

Pierogi and Potato Pancake Dinners on Ash Wednes-

day,  February 26th from 4:00�7:00pm and on Friday, 

March 20th.�

�

ST. STANS will be serving their Fish & Pierogi               

Dinners on Friday, February 28th, March 13th & March 

27th from 4:00�7:00pm (or until sold out). �

�

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL  will be  host-

ing their Fish and Pierogi dinners  on Friday, March 6th, 

March 20th & April 3rd from 4�7pm.  Dine in or carry 

out. Dinners include freshly made potato salad, cole 

slaw and macaroni & cheese and hand breaded Lake 

Pike fish. Adults $10, Children $5  ages 7�12, Children 

6 and under are free. �

�

ALL SAINTS PARISH will have their  dinners on 

March 6th, March 13th, March 20th, March 27th and 

April 3rd from 4:30�7pm. Take outs available.  Din-

ners include baked or fried white fish, baked potato or 

fries, coleslaw, applesauce, homemade desserts and 

drink. Adults $10, Children under 12 $4, toddlers are 

free. �
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Geiger & Sons
CEMETERY MEMORIALS

GRANITE KITCHEN
COUNTERTOPS

814-838-3588
Across from Trinity Cemetery

 CHIDO’S 
 DRY CLEANERS, INC.
 Parishioner

1103 State St. • Erie, PA 16501 • (814) 452-6004
605 W. 10th St. • Eric, PA 16502 • (814) 454-9820

ADAM TUROS, REALTOR®
The Mary Huffman Team

Office: 814-835-1200
Cell: 814-969-2568

3738 Sterrettania Road

parishionerQuinn
Funeral Home

 West 9th & Liberty St William M. Lyden
 455-2349 Supervisor

• Preplanning
• On Site Cremation

& Tribute Center
•Affordable Funeral Services

1595 West 38th St. • 864-4864
Partners: Garrett J., Austin J., Carl R. & Leo J. Brugger, III

bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Mark F.V. Kloecker, Supervisor
Adrienne Kloecker, F.D. • Francis V. Kloecker III, F.D.

814-454-0156 | kloeckerfuneralhome.com

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

Attorney Peter J. Sala
731 French Street

Erie, PA 16501
(814) 451-0641

Pjsalaw@yahoo.com
Serving Parishioners 

for over 25 years!

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511

814-899-8600
www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

Treating Every Body     Like Family

 814-456-6000  www.hertelandbrown.com

456-6000
• West Erie Plaza
• Harborcreek
• Fairview
• Summit
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Roofing - Siding - Windows - Decks - Kitchens - Baths
P Smith Construction
psmithconstruction@gmail.com

814-490-8128814-860-7816

For all your physical therapy needs call 
to schedule your appointment today

5928 Old French Rd, 16509
1717 East 38th St., 16510

455-8071
12TH & L IBERTY
7a-5:30 Mon-Fri 
8a-Noon SatS e r v i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

We ser vice - ALL -  makes and models

1815 W.26th St, Erie PA 
814-459-4247 Erie: 814-455-8434

Fairview: 814-474-9661

Anita New Look Wig Salon
Personal & Private 
Wig Consultation

"By Appointment Only"  
Please call 814-397-5663 
to make your appointment!

$59.99 CLEAN & CHECK SPECIAL
Call for Details

WHEN YOUR EQUIPMENT’S DOWN,
REEVES IS AROUND!

814-459-0004

Remember 
Forever
Mother

Mary K. Facchiano
1905-1997

John & DeDe

“THE CLOSET SHOPPE”
Custom-Closet Designing & 

Installation in Wire & Laminate
Authorized Dealer for Closet 
Maid #1 in Home Respacing

864-4379
Charlie & Mary Lou Betcher

Reliable, experienced and 
compassionate in-home 

care offered 24/7.
Your locally owned source for in-home care.

814-920-4492
www.homeaidesnow.com

Marius C. Piecuch
D.M.D.

Family Dentistry

3419 State Street
Erie, PA 16508

(814) 456-7821
Office Hours 

by Appointment
Parishioner

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide.
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training 

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.


