Blessed Sacrament Church


1626 W. 26th Street • Erie, PA 16508 
814Ͳ454Ͳ0171 • www.bsparisherie.org
November 29, 2020

Pastoral Staff
Father Philip Pinczewski ~ Pastor

pastorphil@bserie.org

Kevin Kunik ~ Permanent Deacon

kevinkunik@hotmail.com
Jane Wagner ~ School Principal 

jwagner@eriecatholic.org
Jennifer Durney ~ 
Facilitator of Religious Education 

jdurney@bserie.org
Kathy Golden ~ Director of Music

kgolden@bserie.org
Joyce Wickles ~Business Manager

jwickles@bserie.org
Diane Fisher ~ Parish Secretary

dfisher@bserie.org


MASS SCHEDULE
Daily Mass in the Church: 8am
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am**, 11:00am and

7:30pm**
**these Masses will be livestreamed on
our parish website & Facebook page

RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 3:00³3:45pm
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Blessed Sacrament Parish Mission Statement


To nourish our love of God through Jesus Christ under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. Centered in the Eucharist, we are developing a faith community through
prayer, education, worship and Christian fellowship. As
stewards of God’s love, we strive to share our gifts and talents for the
service of God and all His people. 
PARISH DIRECTORY
Parish Office

8144540171

Pete Sala  



MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, November 30²St. Andrew 
8:00 *In Thanksgiving / Grumblatt Family
Parish Office Hours

Tuesday, December 1²Advent Weekday


Monday³Friday 8am³4:00pm 8:00 +Robin Pirrello / Husband & Children
Wednesday, December 2²Advent Weekday 


Closed for Lunch 12:0012:30pm 8:00 *Our Blessed Mothers Intentions / Betsy Truran
1:15 +NO MASS
Email

dfisher@bserie.org
Thursday, December 3²St. Francis Xavier 
8:00 +Bob George / Evelyn & Ron Visnoski
Website

www.bsparisherie.org
Friday, December 4²Advent Weekday 
8:00 +Charmaine Howell / Mark McClellan Family
School

8144551387
Saturday, December 5²2nd Sunday of Advent 
Cafeteria 
8144557113
4:00 +Msgr. Robert Schriefer / Betsy Truran
Sunday,
December 6²2nd Sunday of Advent 
Gym Scheduling Mark Kloecker 8811016
8:30 +Elsie Danowski / Margaret Seth
11:00 *People of Blessed Sacrament Parish
Prayer Requests 8606211
7:30 +Harry Gillespie / Family
Bulletin Deadline Monday at noon

*
Living
Daily Mass in the Church @ 8am 

pjsalaw@yahoo.com 

President of Ushers
Mary Jo Fulton 
mjfulton@roadrunner.com
Chairperson of Pastoral Council
Carmen Phillips
carmp2020@outlook.com
Chairperson of Finance Council
Al Smith 
allen.smith@wabtec.com
Knights of Columbus
Jim Theisen

webmaster@bserie.org
Webmaster for the parish www.bsparisherie.org
Melissa Baldwin
mbaldwin@eriecatholic.org
Webmaster for the school www.bsschoolerie.org
Michael Scalise 
twintek@velocity.net
Parish Foodbank Coordinator












CHURCH SANCTUARY CANDLE 

The Church Sanctuary Candle will burn this week
in loving memory of Richard J. Kunik from Gary &
Marie Peterson. 

CHAPEL SANCTUARY CANDLE 
The Church Sanctuary Candle will burn this week
for the Blessed Sacrament Parish Family. 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
LECTOR SCHEDULE

December 5 @ 4:00pm Lisa Dietrich
December 6 @ 8:30am Rich Moore 
December 6 @ 11:00am Jim Ackman


If child abuse is suspected call:
PA Child Line: 18009320313





2HEARING DEVICES AVAILABLE
ËHANDICAP ACCESSIBLE
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SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER


My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all things, and I long for you
in my soul. Since I cannot receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart, as though
you have already come. I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated
from you. AMEN

FAMILY PERSPECTIVE

MARRIAGE MOMENTS

Today’s gospel tells us to “Be watchful.” This comes
natural to families. Parents are watchful of their children’s health, grades and friends. Children are watchful
of parental moods. Today’s gospel encourages us to
use this ability to see God acting in the innocence,
tenderness, love and forgiveness of your family. “Be
watchful,” the Lord is already with you. 

Sometimes marriage is like our computers. You learn a
lot of information, but with time bugs and viruses can
creep in. Things get messy and work slower. When all
else fails try rebooting your relationship. Let go of old
hurts and start from scratch with the same spouse.
Programs like Marriage Encounter and Better Marriagescan now be done online. 

CHRISTMAS WAFERS We are happy to offer the traditional “Christmas Wafers” here at Blessed
Sacrament again this year. They will be available in the Parish Office within the next few weeks; each
packet contains 3 white wafers and 1 pink wafer (for the family pets). We hope you will continue this
tradition with your family or start this as a new tradition. 

HOW TO CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH THE OPLATKI WAFERS
The Oplatki Christmas tradition, as it is commonly celebrated in the home, goes something like this:
Just before the Christmas Eve meal the entire family will gather around the table with the Christmas wafer. Generally
the eldest member of the family, usually the father or mother, will begin the ritual by breaking off a piece of the wafer
and passing it to another family member while giving a blessing. This blessing can simply consist of what you desire
for your loved one in the upcoming year  whether it be good health, growth in God's grace, or happiness. It can also
be a request for forgiveness and a desire for reconciliation. The Christmas wafer is then passed from person to person
around the table until all have had a piece and all have been given blessings. Each person then consumes their piece
of the Oplatek in a special display of love and solidarity between the whole family.


GOSPEL MEDITATION  ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

You are at the eye doctor and it’s time for the peripheral vision test. You know the one. It’s where you put your head
up to a contraption and have to click a switch every time you see a squiggly line. If you don’t concentrate and maintain
optimal focus, you will miss them and skew the outcome of the test. You can easily find yourself with a diagnosis that
really isn’t accurate! Concentration and focus are key to succeeding with this evaluation. They are also key to developing a healthy, vibrant spiritual life. If we do not bring our full consciousness to the task, concentrate with all our might,
be watchful and vigilant, we are not going to see God’s loving presence flashing before our eyes! 

That’s why we need Advent. Let’s face it. We can easily get distracted, focus on nonessential and superficial things
and lose touch with what really matters. Our attentions wander. We daydream and even become a bit overwhelmed and
tired. All of the stresses and demands of life consume us and we find ourselves constantly trying to play catch up rather
than relishing the moment of the now. “Now” moments are so fleeting. They flash before us like those squiggly lines
on a screen. Present moments go as quickly as they come but it is important to discover them and rest in them as often
as we can. Though gone in a flash, these now moments of encounter with God teach powerful lessons and offer a
grounding in truth that can be found nowhere else. It’s the grace of Advent to become watchful and attentive because
we are never sure when God will surprise us.

God loves surprises and love thrives on them! God’s now moments of surprises come as tender instants of intimate
connection where I find profound peace, experience joy, and rest in love. These are Advent times reflective of the now
moments when Christ first was born, when God surprises us during every time we care to watch and when the great
surprise of Christ’s second coming dawns upon us all. But, to discover the grandeur and experience the awe of these
now times, we have to be ready. We have to want to be there. We have to believe. And, we have to have the desire to
soak in as much as we can in the time we have before us. ©LPi
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CHRISTMAS FLOWER ENVELOPE
If you would like your loved ones names
to be included in the Christmas bulletin,
the Christmas flower envelope must be
returned by December 9th due to early bulletin
deadlines. Please remember to write clearly the
names of those you want remembered on the front
of the envelope. If you do online giving and want a
special name listed, email Diane at dfisher@bserie.org or call the Parish Office. 



26th & GREENGARDEN PARKING LOT 

Just a reminder if you attend our 8am Mass, the parking lot is closed from 7:45am until 8:10am so the
school students can enter Door #2 off the parking lot.
If you arrive early it is ok to park in the lot, otherwise you will have to park in the gravel lot North of
the chapel. Sorry for the inconvenience, but we have
to think of the students safety first. 



INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT 
OUR CATHOLIC FAITH

Join Father Phil today after the 8:30am Mass
What is RCIA? The Rite of Initiation for Adults 
Is RCIA for me? If you answered yes to any of the following questions, then RCIA for Adults may be for you…
*A nonbaptized person?
*Baptized as Catholic but never Confirmed or received
Holy Communion?
*Baptized, made First Communion but never had any
religious instruction beyond these sacraments?
*NonCatholic interested in knowing more about the
Catholic Faith?
For further information contact Fr. Phil or Deacon Kevin.

AMERICAN FLAGS We are in need of
some new flags for our flagpole out front. We
recently replaced the one on our flag pole last
week and that was our last one. They can be
purchased at Al’s Awning or online. The size is 4 x 6 and
the nylon material holds up better in our weather. Thank you
in advance for your support. 


I HAVE TWO HANDS:
ONE FOR ME
ONE FOR OTHER PEOPLE!
HOW BEAUTIFUL THE HANDS THAT SERVE.



“KNIGHTS CORNER" 

Thank you to all parishioners who continue to support the Food Pantry with your
generous donations of food, cleaning &
paper products and monetary donations. The food is
not only helping our Food Bank families but we have
been helping families at a local Erie school whose
families have been very hard hit by the economic
impact of COVID. We have been preparing 25+ bags
of emergency food every two weeks since March for
them. We have collected over 3,000 pounds of food
so far. Thank you so much for your continued support and we hope you will continue your generosity
in the coming months. 
Erie Council 278 will pray the Rosary on the first
Sunday of each month through Sunday March 3rd,
2021. Please plan to attend or participate online. This
will be livestreamed on the parish website and facebook page followed by the 8:30am Mass.Please join
us. 
As always, we invite all practicing Catholic Men 
to join the Knights of Columbus.

PARISH PRAYER LINE 
If you, a family member or friend are in need of
prayers, please call the prayer line with your
request (8606211). If no one answers, leave a
message with your prayer request. First names
only are used when the request is passed through the prayer
chain. 

IMPORTANT 
Reminder: Face masks must be properly
fitted and worn over both nose and mouth
at all times in Blessed Sacrament buildings. Also,
please remember to keep a six foot distance from
those in households other than your own when seated for Mass. We want to keep all of you safe.
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From Our Pastor 



This will prove to be an Advent and Christmas like none we have ever experienced before. While we need
to continue to social distance and wear masks, I think many of us hope that this particular holiday could
possibly escape shut downs, mitigation measures, masks and social distancing. While the churches are open
now, we still have to be very careful. So many volunteers have stepped forward to help with the sanitizing
of the church after every Mass. We would not be able to remain open safely if this wasn’t happening. 
As we enter into Advent we remember this is a season for conversion, a hopeful, forwardlooking period
that keeps spiritual growth high in our mind. The season asks where God is found. Perhaps as we deal with
Covid19 and live in the Advent spirit of anticipation of the Lord’s return, we can use this time to slow ourselves down to be able to better listen to the Lord in the silence. The thing I remember during the shut down
in March and April earlier this year was the silence. Yes there was inconvenience and loss of jobs and hardships. But the less traffic, less noise, and time to think was a tradeoff. I hope we can create a spirit of listening to the Lord during these days when we usually run from Christmas party to Christmas party, shopping
and wrapping. I hope we could make this December a time of looking for and reflecting on how the Lord is
present to us. These may be days where we can turn our hearts over to the Lord more fully. 
Was God present despite the pandemic's ravages? It entailed real pain and proved stunningly disruptive.
Yet many attest that Godlike developments occurred in all kinds of homes and communities during this
time.
Conversion during Advent is, in particular, "a question of converting our idea of God," Pope Francis says.
It is a time "to welcome not a fairytale character, but the God who challenges us, involves us and before
whom a choice is imposed," he remarked Dec. 15, 2019. How might a person's idea of God need to grow? 
Then there was the simple fact that so many now spent much more time at home in the company of family
members or friends. How many of them found during this time that they were developing a renewed appreciation of each other and of their relationships?
I recently read: “The pandemic "has enabled us, perhaps for the first time in our lives, to recognize the
deeply interconnected relationship of all living things and the urgent need for us to repent and change our
lives," Franciscan Father Michael Perry, a U.S. priest who is minister general of the Order of Friars Minor,
observed in an August 1 homily in Assisi, Italy.
"The call to repentance, conversion, to open our minds, hearts and lives to a new way of living together on
this planet is more urgent now than at any other moment in human history," he said. Christians are called,
Father Perry stressed, "to seek the way back toward God, toward one another, toward ourselves and toward
creation."

Be safe, and have a blessed week!
Fr. Phil

Lord, giver of
know that all we
all we
are gifts from

that celebrates

We live in a
But You call
to be good
of all You have entrusted to

to gratitude and

May this #GivingTuesday prompt
that brings nourishment to the
and hope to the

may be a miracle of loaves and
We pray that
where every gift shared lovingly
a grateful
becomes bread 
for the
and the ordinary becomes

may our hearts
in You
In this giving and
who are Lord for ever and
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$$$$$ RAISE THE ROOF LOTTERY $$$$$
31 CLUB Pray for Vocations

11/16 #471 Maureen & Dave Decker $50…
November 30 Terry Shannon, Rose Marie Knepper 

#472…#470 no winners
December 01 Mary Jo Fulton
11/17 #295…#296…#294 no winners
December 02 Sue Shannon, Frank Tokarczyk
11/18 #742…#743…#741 no winners
December 03 Patricia Brown
11/19 #067…#068…#066 no winners
December 04 Carol Delo

December 05 Marianne Zimmerman
DECEMBER TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE

December 06 Mary Lou Peterson
$5 per ticket 93 chances to win this month

These make nice stocking stuffers, St. Nicholas Day gifts
Members of the 31 Club agree to go to daily Mass
and stuffers for Christmas Cards!! 
and /or offer prayers on a particular day every month for

an increase of vocations to the Church. One of the best
If you want tickets, call Diane in the Parish Office
ways to increase vocations is through prayers, and the
(4540171) or send an email dfisher@bserie.org and leave
greatest prayer we have is the holy sacrifice of the
a message with your choice of lottery numbers and we will
Mass. Please call the Parish Office if you want to be in
mail them to you and you can mail back your stubs and
the 31 Club and experience the satisfaction that comes
money or stop by the office. Thank you to those who have
from helping to fulfill a great need in the Church. 
been doing this, we appreciate your support. 

Comfort In God's Arms Prayer Shawl Ministry
As the holidays approach, please keep in mind
that we have shawls available to take to your
loved ones who need to feel the comfort of God's
arms around them. If you or someone you know would
like a prayer shawl or would like to join our group, please
contact Linda (814) 4908022. There is no charge for the
shawls. Our Ministry is glad to provide comfort and prayers for your loved ones in need 
GIVING TREE

Our Giving Tree is full!!!! We will once
again be hosting both the St. Martin Shining Star program and our own Giving Tree
families during this holiday season. Please
be mindful when you are looking for a tag
to be socially distant and have your face mask on! We
have so many this year that are in need this Christmas,
please help us to make their holiday special. 

The STARSHAPED TAGS will be for ST. MARTIN
CENTER CHILDREN and will be due back to the parish
office IN GIFT BAGS BY FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4TH.

The TREESHAPED TAGS will be for our OWN
GIVING TREE FAMILIES and will be due back to the
parish office UNWRAPPED BY FRIDAY, DECEMBER
18TH.

If you have any questions or if you would like to participate and are unable to physically pick up a tag from the
tree due to COVID restrictions, please email Jen Durney at
jdurney@bserie.org.

Help us make someone’s Christmas a little brighter!

EMAILS


Thank you to everyone who has been sending in their emails or updating them with
new ones!! We have been updating our
records with the new and the updated ones we are receiving. This helps in the amount of letters that we mail
out each week!! Keep sending them in so that our records are current!


USHERS' CORNER

With everything going on today, we
sometimes forget the small things that
matter.


One morning last week, my daughter who is
zooming right now at Blessed Sacrament, asked
for a rosary. Her class was saying the rosary for a
teacher who suffered a recentloss. It was a stark
reminder of what is important.

It made me remember that this is why I sent all
my children to Blessed Sacrament. You cannot
put a price tag on learning the importance of practicing your faith in every day life. I was proud that
the class was saying the rosary and felt renewed
faith in this time of strife.

This is why we belong to Blessed Sacrament
Parish and that there are also Ushersto help those
that need it.


Happy Advent!

Pete Sala     
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Advent Wreath
Question:
What’s the story behind the Advent wreath?
Answer:
Each season in the liturgical calendar comes with its
own local and regional rituals. During the Advent
season, wreathes adorn church sanctuaries and family
dining room tables. You may have said Advent wreath
prayers in childhood or taken a turn lighting the candles.
The Advent wreath is full of symbolism about Christ and
his coming at Christmas. The wreath is made of evergreen boughs, reminding us that the life of grace doesn’t
falter with the changing seasons. It always remains fresh
and new. Similarly, a circular wreath reminds us of the
eternal, neverending nature of God’s love. 
Candles remind us that Christ is the light of the world,
the One who “shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it.” We use four candles to represent each
week of Advent. Traditionally they come in the liturgical
colors of the season. Purple has historically represented
penance and sacrifice. We see the same color for the
season of Lent. On the third Sunday of Advent, however,
we light a rose color. The priest will wear rose vestments
at Mass. This is Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means
“rejoice” in Latin. On the third Sunday of Advent, we’re
roughly halfway through the season. The Church chooses
the midpoint to remind us to celebrate in the midst of our
anticipation! Whatever the color and whatever the day,
the Advent wreath is a beautiful practice to focus our
attention on Christ’s coming at Christmas.

K I D’ S C O R N E R



BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Lord our God, 
we praise You for Your son, Jesus Christ; 
He is Emmanuel, the hope of the people, 
He is the wisdom that teaches & guides us, 
He is the Savior of every nation. 
Loving God, let your blessing come upon us, 
as we light the candles of this wreath.
May the wreath and its light 
be a sign of Christ’s promise
to bring us salvation.
May he come quickly and not delay. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
AMEN
‘LIGHT IS ON” ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE will be
held on Wednesday, December 9 from 5²7pm. This year
19 parishes in the Diocese will be open and have “their lights
on” at that time for a penance service. This will be the only
Penance Service Blessed Sacrament will have. We will
still have our regular confessions on Saturdays from
33:45pm. The participating parishes are: All Saints, Blessed
Sacrament, Holy Cross, Holy Rosary, Mother of Sorrows,
Our Lady of the Lake, Our Lady of Mercy, Our Lady of
Mount Carmel, Our Lady of Peace, St. Boniface, St. Francis
Xavier, St. George, St. Gregory, St. James, St. Joseph/ Bread
of Life, St. Lawrence, St. Luke, St Mark the Evangelist,
St. Peter Cathedral. 
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SCOUT TROOP 59 CHRISTMAS GARAGE SALE 
The sale has been cancelled due to Covid. They were
hoping to be able to hold the sale, but in order to keep
everyone safe they decided to cancel and hopefully reschedule next December. So hang on to your donations, this is one of their biggest fundraisers for the
scouts!!!





THE LITTLE BLUE BOOK 
Pick up one of the little blue Advent books today
as you leave church. The book is a six minute
reflection each day for the next 43 days; the 23
days of Advent and the 20 days of the Christmas
season. It can change your day...and maybe change
your life. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 



In the Unexpected

“What could happen next?” How many times have you asked yourself that question in the past year? Though we most
often use that expression when things don’t seem to be going our way, this year it has been an expression of the
constant changes to our world which the COVID19 pandemic has wrought. But we might use the same expression to
explain our feelings of being overwhelmed by blessings and good things, when the stars seem to align just right.

No matter what, we can say with certainty that tomorrow will not go exactly as we envisioned. Our lives are influenced by so many factors and the world around us is increasingly complex. Rather than be surprised by the unexpected, maybe we should expect the unexpected.

Living in this manner causes us to cherish more deeply the gifts we have been given. It helps us to live in the present
and become mindful of those around us. Our relationships deepen. Our sense of responsibility builds. Our stewardship
way of life finds new meaning and purpose. 

This Advent will not be the same experience as last Advent. It remains to be seen what the coming days and weeks
have in store for each of us. However, no matter what happens, Jesus Christ is there to welcome us to the unexpected.
He will celebrate with us in joy and he will even feel our pain. You can count on the unexpected, but you can also
count on Him to be there with you. He is now and forever, Emmanuel, “God with us.” He is the expected in all things
unexpected. ² Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 29, 2020

Sunday:
Is 63:16b17, 19b; 64:27/Ps 80:23, 1516, 1819 [4]/1 Cor 1:39/


Mk 13:3337
Monday: 
Rom 10:918/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:1822
Tuesday:
Is 11:110/ Ps 72:12, 78, 1213, 17 [cf. 7]/Lk 10:2124
Wednesday: Is 25:610a/Ps 23:13a, 3b4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:2937
Thursday:
Is 26:16/Ps 118:1 and 89, 1921, 2527a [26a]/Mt 7:21, 2427
Friday:
 Is 29:1724/Ps 27:1, 4, 1314 [1a]/Mt 9:2731
Saturday:
 Is 30:1921, 2326/Ps 147:12, 34, 56 [cf. Is 30:18d]/


Mt 9:35²10:1, 5a, 68
Next Sunday: Is 40:15, 911/Ps 85:910, 1112, 1314 [8]/2 Pt 3:814/Mk 1:18
???QUESTION OF THE WEEK???


Question for Children:What special things do you do to get ready for a
visitor at your house? What things can you do like that to get ready for
Jesus?
Question for Youth:What is one thing that you can do this week to help
you remember that Jesus is coming?
Question for Adults:When you’re getting ready to receive a guest, what are
some things you do? How do you apply this to receiving Christ?

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

The Parish Office will be
closed Monday 11/30. 
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Sunday, November 29, 2020
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Keep your eyes open
Nothing is more empowering than a fresh start. Advent brings with it a
new gospel to guide us through the new liturgical year: Mark, the shortest of the four narratives about Jesus. Consider reading all 16 chapters at
the start of the liturgical year to grasp the breathless beauty of Mark’s
story. Reflect on other ways to stay alert to new spiritual discoveries, in
keeping with Jesus’ summons: “Watch!” Pay attention, not just to the
news of the day but also to the movements of the Spirit in you. Where
might you be prompted to forgive, be generous, get involved, or keep
silent?
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 63:16b17, 19b; 64:27; 1 Corinthians 1:39; Mark 13:3337 (2). “What I say to you, I say to all:
‘Watch!’”

Monday, November 30, 2020
FEAST OF ANDREW, APOSTLE
First responder
Saint Andrew has a special place in the collective heart of Scotland. He
is sometimes known as the “first called” apostle because of his early
encounter and following of Jesus, alongside his betterknown brother
and fellow fisherman Simon Peter. When confronting his own crucifixion in the year 60, it is said Andrew chose an Xshaped cross, or saltire,
because he felt unworthy to be crucified on the same kind of cross as
Jesus. That saltire is now Scotland’s national flag. Follow the Scottish
example: Give firstcalled Andrew a special place in your heart.
TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 10:918; Matthew 4:1822
(684). “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

Tuesday, December 01, 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY
A light shines in the darkness
In this first week of Advent, the church highlights the theme of hope.
We remember that the “people who walk in darkness will see a great
light.” Good news at this time of long nights as we are reeling mentally,
physically, financially, emotionally from the coronavirus pandemic and
find it hard to cope. But today is also World AIDS Day, a time to remember another virusborne pandemic that has killed more than 30
million worldwide, calling to mind the inspiring way our world can
come together at its best to respond to terrible diseases. Pray for an increase in hope and healing today.
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 11:110; Luke 10:2124 (176).
“There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain."

Wednesday, December 02, 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY
Martyrs in our time
Forty years ago today, four American churchwomen were murdered and
dumped in a shallow grave in a cow pasture in Santiago Nonualco, El
Salvador. Maryknoll sisters Maura Clarke and Ita Ford, Ursuline sister
Dorothy Kazel, and lay missioner Jean Donovan were victims of the
country’s civil war, killed by members of the Salvadoran National
Guard. The women knew they faced danger and yet they could not leave
the people. Jean Donovan wrote in a letter two weeks before her death:
“Several times I have decided to leave El Salvador. I almost could, except for the children, the poor bruised victims of this insanity.” Inspired
by the life and martyrdom of Archbishop Saint Oscar Romero, all four
women shared a commitment to the church’s “preferential option for the
poor.” Ita, Maura, Dorothy, and Jean²you walk with us still and we
remember.
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 25:610a; Matthew 15:2937
(177). “Jesus summoned his disciples and said, ‘My heart is
moved with pity for the crowd, for they . . . have nothing to eat.’”


Thursday, December 03, 2020
MEMORIAL OF FRANCIS XAVIER, PRIEST
Gain from apparent loss
While focus is often on Francis’ youthful fervor, which sparked his
missionary adventures in Asia, less emphasis falls on his maturation. In
Japan, he learned to appreciate local culture, connecting it with the gospel. While ocean travel in the 16th century was perilous, long separation
from Ignatius of Loyola may have been an even greater suffering. Francis was one of Ignatius’ first companions at the founding of the Society
of Jesus, or the Jesuits, as they are commonly known. And imagine
Francis’ disappointment when he couldn’t reach his ultimate dream
destination: China. Have you ever had a “dream deferred,” an unrealized goal? What have you learned from the apparent failure that you
might not have learned from success?
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 26:16; Matthew 7:21, 2427
(178). "The house . . . did not collapse; it had been set solidly on
rock."

Friday, December 04, 2020
MEMORIAL OF JOHN OF DAMASCUS, PRIEST, RELIGIOUS,
DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
An iconic witness
History takes some strange turns. John Damascene is considered one of
the great fathers of the Eastern Church, known today for its beautiful
iconographic representations of the communion of saints. Yet back in
the seventh century, John had to defend the use of icons against a movement in the East to ban them. And who protected him from being arrested by his powerful opponents? The Muslim caliph of Damascus under
whose rule John lived and served administratively. Beneath the twists of
history, search for the hidden story of salvation, unfolding through the
centuries and before our eyes in these iconic times as well.
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 29:1724; Matthew 9:2731 (179).
“Then he touched their eyes and said, ‘Let it be done for you according to your faith.’And their eyes were opened.”



Saturday, December 05, 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY
Pay it forward
Why is it that the season of Lent seems to get all the instructions of what
to do²prayer, fasting, and almsgiving²but with Advent, we have no
handy summary about what to actually do during the season²besides
wait? Sure, we have our creches and wreaths, maybe even a Jesse tree
or, better yet, an Advent calendar with chocolate hidden behind each
door. While all these customs are good, how can we “effect”²that is,
bring about²the new life we so eagerly await? The world may have an
answer for us. Today marks International Volunteer Day. How can you
put into action on behalf of others your faith and expectation of new life
in God?
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 30:1921, 2326; Matthew 9:35²
10:1, 5a, 68 (180). “Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers,
drive out demons. Without cost you have received; without cost
you are to give.”






Daily renewal for busy Catholics. 
Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen and grow 
a day at a time. 



TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular
contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app available online at TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe. ©2019 TrueQuest Communications.



10 
PARISH FAMILY 

Please pray for those in our Parish Family who are
hospitalized, ill, homebound and in nursing facilities,

as well as those who care for them. 


Pray for all those suffering from COVID19,
the healthcare workers who are caring for them and
all the service providers who are working everyday. 


Pray for all members of the military. 


SACRIFICIAL GIVING REPORT 

Due to bulletin deadlines there is no Sacrificial
Giving Report for this week. We will update all
information in the December 6th bulletin. 










Pray for those who have suffered the experience of
abuse, may they find through Christ’s presence,
deep healing and peace.


PRAY FOR PEACE IN OUR COUNTRY


HOLY TRINITY ANNUAL CHRISTMAS MARKET
(Sponsored by: Holy Trinity Parish Education Program)

The Market will be held
Friday, December 18th 4 PM ± 7 PM and 
Saturday, December 19th 9 AM ± 12 Noon
Holy Trinity Social Center, 23rd & Reed St.
Face mask must be worn in Social Center!

Orders being taken November 2nd²December 7th
Order in advance…Supplies will be limited during the
market. PAYMENT IS DUE WITH ALL ORDERS
credit cards accepted 

Cookies *** Pierogi *** Nut Roll *** 
Sweet Bread *** Oplatki and more…

Order forms available at www.holytrinityrc.org
To place an order call Edith, 4565300. 



Think about it...
Why do we only rest in peace?
Why don’t we live in peace too?

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Mark F.V. Kloecker, Supervisor
Adrienne Kloecker, F.D. • Francis V. Kloecker III, F.D.

814-454-0156 | kloeckerfuneralhome.com

CHIDO’S

DRY CLEANERS, INC.

Parishioner
1103 State St. • Erie, PA 16501 • (814) 452-6004
605 W. 10th St. • Eric, PA 16502 • (814) 454-9820

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care,
5416 East Lake Road Residency & Independent
Living.
Erie, PA 16511
Conrad House
814-899-8600
www.brevillier.org Independent Living

Geiger & Sons
CEMETERY MEMORIALS
GRANITE KITCHEN
COUNTERTOPS

814-838-3588

Across from Trinity Cemetery
• Preplanning
• On Site Cremation
& Tribute Center
•Affordable Funeral Services

1595 West 38th St. • 864-4864

Partners: Garrett J., Austin J., Carl R. & Leo J. Brugger, III

bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Treating Every Body
456-6000

814-456-6000

Like Family
• West Erie Plaza
• Harborcreek
• Fairview
• Summit

www.hertelandbrown.com

Attorney Peter J. Sala
731 French Street
Erie, PA 16501
(814) 451-0641
Pjsalaw@yahoo.com
Serving Parishioners
for over 25 years!

This Space
is Available

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today!
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

3-D-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1555

Remember
Forever
Mother

Mary K. Facchiano
1905-1997
John & DeDe

$59.99 CLEAN & CHECK SPECIAL

“THE CLOSET SHOPPE”

Call for Details

Custom-Closet Designing &
Installation in Wire & Laminate
Authorized Dealer for Closet
Maid #1 in Home Respacing

WHEN YOUR EQUIPMENT’S DOWN,
REEVES IS AROUND!

814-459-0004

864-4379
Charlie & Mary Lou Betcher

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

455-8071
1 2 TH & L I B E R T Y
7a-5:30 Mon-Fri

S e r v i c e D e p a r t m e n t 8a-Noon Sat
We service - ALL - makes and models
Reliable, experienced and
compassionate in-home
care offered 24/7.
Your locally owned source for in-home care.

814-920-4492

www.homeaidesnow.com

Marius C. Piecuch
D.M.D.
Family Dentistry

3419 State Street
Erie, PA 16508

(814) 456-7821
Office Hours
by Appointment

Parishioner

3-D-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1555

