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    Blessed Sacrament Church Blessed Sacrament Church Blessed Sacrament Church Blessed Sacrament Church     

Pastoral Staff�

Father Philip Pinczewski ~ Pastor�

� pastorphil@bserie.org� �

Kevin Kunik ~ Permanent Deacon�

� kevinkunik@hotmail.com�

Jane Wagner ~ School Principal  �

� jwagner@eriecatholic.org�

Jennifer Durney ~ �

 Facilitator of Religious Education  �

� jdurney@bserie.org�

Kathy Golden ~ Director of Music�

� kgolden@bserie.org�

Joyce Wickles ~Business Manager�

� jwickles@bserie.org�

Diane Fisher ~ Parish Secretary�

� dfisher@bserie.org�

�

       �

MASS SCHEDULE�

Daily Mass in the Church: 8am�

Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm�

Sunday: 8:30am**, 11:00am and�

�   7:30pm**�

**these Masses will be livestreamed on�

    our parish website & Facebook page�

�

RECONCILIATION�

Saturday: 3:00�3:45pm�

�
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�

Blessed Sacrament Parish Mission Statement�

�

To nourish our love of God through Jesus Christ under the guidance of the             

Holy Spirit. Centered in the Eucharist, we are developing a faith commu-

nity through  prayer, education, worship and Christian fellowship. As 

stewards of God’s love, we strive to share our gifts and talents for the 

service of God  and all His people. �

Parish Office� 814�454�0171�

Parish Office Hours� �

� �     Monday�Friday  8am�4:00pm�

� �    Closed for Lunch 12:00�12:30pm          �

E�mail� � dfisher@bserie.org�

Website� � www.bsparisherie.org�

School� � 814�455�1387�

Cafeteria� � 814�455�7113�

Gym Scheduling� Mark Kloecker  881�1016�

Prayer Requests� 860�6211�

Bulletin Deadline� Monday at noon�

�

Pete Sala � � � pjsalaw@yahoo.com �        �

President of Ushers�

Mary Jo Fulton �     mjfulton@roadrunner.com�

Chairperson of Pastoral Council�

Carmen Phillips�       carmp2020@outlook.com�

Chairperson of Finance Council�

Al Smith� �       allen.smith@wabtec.com�

Knights of Columbus�

Jim Theisen�� � webmaster@bserie.org�

Webmaster for the parish  www.bsparisherie.org�

Melissa Baldwin�    mbaldwin@eriecatholic.org�

Webmaster for the school  www.bsschoolerie.org�

Michael Scalise� � twintek@velocity.net�

Parish Foodbank Coordinator�

�

�

�

�

Monday, December 7�St. Ambrose �

  8:00 +Bob Hughes / Wife�

Tuesday, December 8�Immaculate Conception�

  7:00 +Guido & Corinna Tempestini / �

�� � Dan & Mary Ann Tempestini�

  9:00 +Helen Messmer / Family�

  5:30  +Philip Pirrello / Children�

Wednesday, December 9�Advent Weekday �

  8:00 +Emma Dioguardi / Jeannene Willow�

Thursday, December 10�Advent Weekday �

  8:00 +Marie Winschel / Family�

Friday, December 11�Advent Weekday �

  8:00 +Genevieve Haibach / Bob & Mary Alice Haibach�

Saturday, December 12�3rd Sunday of Advent �

  4:00 +Sadie Pirrello / Estate�

Sunday, December 13�3rd Sunday of Advent �

  8:30 *People of Blessed Sacrament Parish�

11:00 +Lashinger & Chulick Families / �

�� Kathleen Chulick & Family�

  7:30 +George Boxer / Boxer Family�

   �

*   Living          Daily Mass in the Church @ 8am  �

        �      �

�HEARING DEVICES AVAILABLE�

�HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE�

�

If child abuse is suspected call:�

PA Child Line: 1�800�932�0313�

MASS  INTENTIONS�

PARISH DIRECTORY�

CHURCH  SANCTUARY CANDLE  �

The Church Sanctuary Candle will burn this week                      

in loving memory of  Emma Dioguardi from Jeannene 

Willow. �

CHAPEL  SANCTUARY CANDLE  �

The Church Sanctuary Candle will burn this week                      

in loving memory of  Shirley Avril from her family.�

MINISTRY SCHEDULE�

LECTOR SCHEDULE�

December 12 @   4:00pm  Lisa Dietrich�

December 13 @   8:30am  Jim and Janine Calabrese�

December 13 @ 11:00am  Casey Meyer�
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MARRIAGE MOMENTS 

FAMILY  PERSPECTIVE 

Comfort, give comfort to my people.” (Is 40:1)            

Elections are over,�mostly. This is a comfort to many in 

the USA. But December 7 is also the commemoration 

of the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Life is often a mixture 

of comfort, pain, and waiting. Comfort each other when 

necessary.�

Why is it so hard to forgive, yet so easy to get even? 

Listen to John the Baptist in today’s gospel and repent 

of the anger and ugly feelings which block your ability 

to forgive. This Christmas give a gift which makes a 

difference. Give forgiveness.�

GOSPEL MEDITATION � ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

�

   People knew over a year in advance that the Pope was coming for a visit to America and the preparations began. Se-

curity, space limitations and requirements, protocols, crowd management, itineraries, invitations, regulations, and so 

much more was necessary to pull this event off effectively. It’s not every day that we get a visit from such a prominent 

dignitary. Thought, effort, meticulous attention to detail and vision all are necessary to make this thing work. After all, 

he can’t just show up in the ordinary and normal daily routines of life and catch people unprepared! Tickets have to be 

purchased, buses rented, hotel rooms reserved, and travel arrangements made early because it will be impossible to see 

him if we wait too long!�

   We do this kind of preparing not only for prominent religious figures but for political dignitaries, notable sports fig-

ures, people of fame, and even actors. If an individual intrigues us, we are going to want to do all we have to do to get 

a “good seat” in the house. Does Jesus Christ captivate this much of our attention? We are asked to prepare the way of 

the Lord and to do so not with frantic frenzy but patient enthusiasm. We do not have to stand on a street corner making 

profound announcements about God’s coming or become overly zealous in our embrace of the Good News. Our task is 

quieter, more interior, captivating, and consuming. We are asked to change. We have to conduct our lives with holy 

devotion.�

   Is the cost of that ticket too much for you? Don’t you want the “best seat” in the house? You don’t want to miss Our 

Lord’s arrival when he comes, do you? After all, if he comes while you are going about your daily routines without 

you even knowing, he may catch you off guard. Or, he may come in disguise looking like a beggar, a prisoner, migrant, 

refugee, or someone who is lost. Would you be ready to recognize him then? Preparing for the coming of Christ re-

quires a change of mind, heart, and behavior. It is not adequate to simply do the things we always do. We want our 

lives to speak of the exciting news of Christ’s coming and the joy that the Gospel brings. It has to do with our demean-

or, values, priorities, choices, and how we structure daily routines. Of course, it involves sacrifice. All anticipations do! 

Are you excited, captivated, enthusiastic, and sitting on the edge of your seat eager to celebrate his coming among us at 

Christmas, and waiting for him to come again? If not, why not?    ©LPi�

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER�

�

My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all things, and  I long for you 

in my soul. Since  I cannot receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart, as though 

you have already come. I  embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated 

from you.   AMEN�

CHRISTMAS WAFERS   We are happy to offer the traditional “Christmas Wafers” here at Blessed 

Sacrament again this year. They are now available in the Parish Office;  each packet contains 3 white 

wafers  and 1 pink wafer (for the family pets). We hope you will continue this tradition with your  

family or start this as a new tradition. �

�

HOW TO CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH THE OPLATKI WAFERS�

The Oplatki Christmas tradition, as it is commonly celebrated in the home, goes something like this:�

Just before the Christmas Eve meal the entire family will gather around the table with the Christmas wafer. Generally 

the eldest member of the family, usually the father or mother, will begin the ritual by breaking off a piece of the wafer 

and passing it to another family member while giving a blessing. This blessing can simply consist of what you desire 

for your loved one in the upcoming year � whether it be good health, growth in God's grace, or happiness. It can also             

be a request for forgiveness and a desire for reconciliation. The Christmas wafer is then passed from person to person 

around the table until all have had a piece and all have been given blessings. Each person then consumes their piece�

of the Oplatek in a special display of love and solidarity between the whole family.�
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      “KNIGHTS CORNER" �

�

   Thank you to all parishioners who continue to 

support the Food Pantry with your generous          

donations. The food is not only helping our 

Food Bank families but we have been helping 

families at a local Erie school whose families have been 

very hard hit by the economic impact of COVID. Thank 

you so much for your continued support and we hope you 

will continue your generosity in the coming months. �

   Erie Council 278 will pray the Rosary on the first            

Sunday of each month through Sunday March 3rd, 2021. 

Please plan to attend or participate online. This will be 

livestreamed on the parish website and facebook page            

followed by the 8:30am Mass.�Please join us. �

As always, we invite all practicing Catholic Men �

to join the Knights of  Columbus.�

�

INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT �

OUR CATHOLIC FAITH�

�

Join Father Phil today after the 8:30am Mass                         

What is RCIA? The Rite of Initiation for Adults  �

 Is RCIA for me?  If you answered yes to any of the follow-

ing questions, then RCIA for Adults may be for you…�

�

   *A non�baptized person?�

   *Baptized as Catholic but never Confirmed or received�

     Holy Communion?�

   *Baptized, made First Communion but never had any�

     religious instruction beyond these sacraments?�

   *Non�Catholic interested in knowing more about the�

     Catholic Faith?�

  For further information contact Fr. Phil or Deacon Kevin.�

IMPORTANT �

Reminder: Face masks must be properly fitted and worn 

over both nose and mouth at all times in Blessed Sacrament 

buildings. Also, please remember to keep a six foot                  

distance from those in households other than your own 

when seated for Mass. We want to keep all of you safe.�

CHRISTMAS FLOWER ENVELOPE   

If you would like your loved ones names 

to be included in the Christmas bulletin, 

the Christmas flower envelope must be 

returned  by  December 9th due to   early bulletin 

deadlines. Please remember to write clearly the 

names of those you want  remembered on the front 

of the envelope.  If you do online giving and want a 

special name listed, email Diane at dfish-

er@bserie.org or call the Parish Office. �

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments � 

Keeping God’s Children Protected and Safe�

The safe environment training of our children and youth 

is a key component in the Policy for the Protection of 

Children. Each year our schools and parishes are mandat-

ed to provide this training to all youth in catholic school 

and parish programs. Since 2003 over 200,000 children 

have received age�appropriate abuse prevention educa-

tion. The Diocese maintains a working relationship with 

agencies in each of our 13 counties to provide training for 

our youth in schools and parishes. In addition, the Office 

for the Protection of Children and Youth maintains a me-

dia library containing  videos for schools and parishes to 

provide child abuse prevention education. From 2016�19 

over 31,000 parents have also received child abuse pre-

vention education. Visit https://www.eriercd.org/

childprotection/ to see what the diocese is doing to help 

maintain safe environments for children and youth.�

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  �

is celebrated on Tuesday, December 8th and is a Holy Day of Obli-

gation.  We will have three Masses: 7am, 9am & 5:30pm.  You 

must wear a face mask and social distance  when sitting.  Please 

remember that the obligation to attend Mass is lifted during the 

pandemic.�

THE LITTLE BLUE BOOK    Pick up one of the 

little  blue Advent books  today as you  leave church.  

The book is a six minute reflection each day for the 

next 43 days; the 23 days of Advent and the 20 days 

of the Christmas season. It can change your day...and 

maybe change your life. �
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�

�

�

�

   �

   As COVID cases rise, the Bishop reminds us that he continues to dispense the faithful from the obligation 

to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days. This dispensation also applies to the upcoming Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception, December 8; The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord, December 25; and the   

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, January 1. Everyone is reminded that if they are not well or are at 

high�risk or have contact with someone who is high�risk for COVID, they are NOT to attend Mass, and it 

would be safer to stay home. Those unable to attend Mass in person are warmly encouraged to visit 

www.ErieRCD.org to find a list of Masses that are livestreamed by parishes in the diocese. On Sundays, we 

livestream the 8:30am and 7:30pm Masses. �

�

   To insure that we have the safest possible Mass experiences we have been sanitizing and limiting capacity 

in the church and insuring that people social distance and wear masks since we reopened in June.  With 

Christmas we are adding another level of protection, the need to make a reservation to attend any of the 

Christmas Masses.  Christmas Mass times will be 4:00PM, 5:30PM, 7:30PM on Christmas Eve and on 

Christmas Morning at 10:00AM.  To make a reservation, on a first come first serve basis, call the Parish             

Office, 454�0171, email the office at dfisher@bsparish.org or use our parish app by going to the calen-

dar on the app making your reservation.  The capacity, determined by the Health Depar tment and the 

Bishop, allow only 97 units or households which is one third of the total capacity of the church or roughly 

175 people.  So for example if you have five people under the same roof that counts as one unit/household.  

This household/unit must remain 6 feet from another household/person in the pews.  If you know of people 

who usually come to our church for Christmas Mass please pass the word along to them. Reservations are 

due by December 22nd. Remember  this year  there ar e NO special choirs or  pageants before, dur ing or  

after any of the Masses.  Christmas is more than one day, you can come to the less attended Masses on Sun-

day, December 27

th

 and observe the Feast of the Holy Family a beautiful Christmas Mass also. �

�

   These are odd and difficult times.  Perhaps this is the year families start new traditions, like going to anoth-

er less populated Mass during the Christmas Season or watching a live�streamed Christmas Mass.  More 

than ever we need to be VERY conscious of how your decisions affect others.  Maybe you can fight off  

Covid�19, but perhaps another can not. If you happen to be shedding the virus unknowingly you don’t know 

who all you may affect.  We have to give a gift to one another of creating a safe church environment.  Just 

because one group may feel safe in ways they have been behaving doesn’t mean another person will feel 

safe.   Let us look out for one another!�

�

� � � � � Be safe, and have a blessed week!�

Fr. Phil�

      �

From Our Pastor �
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$$$$$ RAISE THE ROOF LOTTERY $$$$$�

�

11/20 #268...#269 no winners…�

� #267 Bonnie Dombrowski $10�

11/21 #655…#656…#654 no winners�

11/22 #657 Bob Fulton $100…#658...656 no winners�

11/23 #532…#533 no winners…#531 Patti Micklos $10�

11/24 #674…#675…#673 no winners�

11/25 #728 Maureen & Dave Decker $50…�

� #729…#727 no winners�

11/26 #248…#249…#247 no winners�

11/27 #067…#068…#066 no winners�

11/28 #245…#246…#244 no winners�

11/29 #235…#236…#234 no winners�

11/30 #450…#451…#449 no winners�

�

DECEMBER  TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE               �

$5 per ticket   93 chances to win this month�

These make nice stocking stuffers and stuffers for Christmas 

Cards!! If you want tickets, call Diane in the Parish Office 

(454�0171) or send an email dfisher@bserie.org and leave 

a message with your choice of lottery numbers and we will 

mail them to you. You can mail back your stubs and money 

or drop of at the office.  We appreciate your support.  �

December   7 Bob Fulton  �

December   8 Richard Moore�

December   9 Carolyn Johnston�

December  10 Patty Palermo�

December  11 date available�

December  12 Mary Alice Haibach�

December  13 Mary Lou Schroeck�

�

Members of the 31 Club agree to go to daily Mass               

and /or offer prayers on a particular day every month for 

an increase of vocations to the Church. One of the best 

ways to increase vocations is through prayers, and the 

greatest prayer we have is the holy sacrifice of the 

Mass. Please call the Parish Office if you want to be in 

the 31 Club and experience the satisfaction that comes 

from helping to fulfill a great need in the Church. �

31 CLUB  Pray for Vocations 

          USHERS' CORNER�

�

   The Christmas masses will be different 

this year.� Attendance will be by reserva-

tion only.�  To make a reservation, on 

a first come first serve basis, call the Parish    

Office, 454�0171, email the office at  dfish-

er@bsparish.org or use our parish app by going 

to the calendar on the app making your reserva-

tion.  Only 97 units are permitted in the Church 

for each mass. One family counts as a unit.���

�

This year's masses will be 4:00, 5:30 & 7:30 p.m. 

on Christmas Eve (Thursday),� �  and 10:00 a.m. on 

Christmas Day (Friday).�  Father Phil is asking for 

Usher assistance at each mass.� So please contact 

me, Jim Theisen or Kevin Schlosser if you are able 

to assist�in ushering at any of the masses.���

�

Finally, the next Usher meeting is currently sched-

uled for Thursday, December 17 at 7:30 p.m.�in the 

Field House.� If this changes, I will notify the mem-

bership.� In the meantime, stay safe� and 

pray for the sick.�

�

Peace,  Pete Sala� ��

EMAILS�

Thank you to everyone who has been send-

ing in their emails or updating them with 

new ones!!  We have been updating our 

records with the new and the updated ones 

we are receiving. This helps in the amount of letters that 

we mail out each week!! Keep sending them in so that 

our records are current! If you are not receiving a week-

ly email or letter from Fr. Phil, please let us know. �

GIVING TREE�

�

Our Giving Tree still has tags on it !! We are once 

again hosting both the St. Martin Shining Star              

program and our own Giving Tree families during this  

holiday season. Please be mindful when you are looking 

for a tag to be socially distant and have your face mask on! 

We have so many this year that are in need this Christmas, 

please help us to make their holiday special. �

The STAR�SHAPED TAGS are for the ST. MARTIN 

CENTER CHILDREN these were due last Friday,             

December 4th, if you still have a tag, drop off the gifts 

in a gift bag at the Parish Office by Monday 12/7. �

The�TREE�SHAPED & SNOWFLAKE TAGS will be for 

our OWN GIVING TREE FAMILIES and will be due 

back to the parish office  UNWRAPPED�  BY FRIDAY, 

DECEMBER 18TH.�

If you have any questions or if you would like to partici-

pate and are unable to physically pick up a tag from the 

tree due to COVID restrictions, please email Jen Durney at 

jdurney@bserie.org.�

�

Help us make someone’s Christmas a little brighter!�

Comfort In God's Arms Prayer Shawl Ministry 

As the holidays approach, please keep in mind 

that we have shawls available to take to your 

loved ones who need to feel the comfort of God's 

arms around them.  If you or someone you know would 

like a prayer shawl or would like to join our group, please 

contact   Linda (814) 490�8022. There is no charge for the 

shawls. Our Ministry is glad to provide comfort and pray-

ers for your loved ones in need  �
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PARISH PRAYER  LINE If you, a 

family member or friend are in need of 

prayers, please call the prayer line with 

your  request (860�6211). If no one             

answers, leave a  message with your  

prayer request.  First names  only are  

used when the request is passed through 

the prayer chain. �

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE 

GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS �            �

Jubilation to Share�

�

   Sometimes you have something to share with peo-

ple that causes you to well up inside with excitement 

to the point of going crazy. A pregnancy test, a pay 

raise, a college acceptance, a wedding or engagement 

are all examples of moments in life when we might 

be bursting at the seams to tell somebody the good 

news. When we finally get the chance to tell some-

body, joy just seems to flow through us with ease. 

We literally want the entire world to share in our ju-

bilation.�

   When was the last time you shared with a friend or 

loved one how much your faith in Jesus means to 

you? You don’t feel the same motivation to share? 

Are you not overwhelmed with a desire to spread the 

Good News?�

   Don’t feel bad. You are not alone. As Christians, 

we often fail to grasp the powerful implications of 

being a disciple of Jesus Christ. We can become 

complacent and lose sight of what matters the most. 

That is when sharing with others about our faith 

seems uncomfortable.�

   Faith is a gift. As everyday stewards we are called 

to share with others what God has given us. Advent 

is a great time to grow in our faith and love of the 

Lord. The more we cultivate our faith and the closer 

we draw to Him, the more we will want to share 

about Him. We might not have the impact of John the 

Baptist in the course of human history, but our proc-

lamation of the Gospel to another might be the gift 

that changes their history. �

                     � Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS      ©LPi�

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 6 2020�

�

Sunday:� Is 40:1�5, 9�11/Ps 85:9�10, 11�12, 13�14 [8]/2 Pt 3:8�14/Mk 1:1�8  �

Monday:� Is 35:1�10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11�12, 13�14 [Is 35:4f]/Lk 5:17�26�

Tuesday:� Gn 3:9�15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2�3ab, 3cd�4 [1]/Eph 1:3�6, 11�12/Lk 1:26�38�

Wednesday:� Is 40:25�31/Ps 103:1�2, 3�4, 8 and 10 [1]/Mt 11:28�30�

Thursday:� Is 41:13�20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10�11, 12�13ab [8]/Mt 11:11�15�

Friday:� � Is 48:17�19/Ps 1:1�2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16�19�

Saturday:� Zec 2:14�17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1�6a, 10ab/Jdt 13:18bcde, 19 [15:9d]/�

Lk 1:26�38 or Lk 1:39�47�

Next Sunday:� Is 61:1�2a, 10�11/Lk 1:46�48, 49�50, 51�54 [Is 61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16�24/�

Jn 1:6�8, 19�28�

AMERICAN FLAGS  We are in need of 

some new flags for our flagpole out front. 

We recently replaced the one on our flag 

pole. They can be purchased at  Al’s Awning  

or online.  The size is 4 x 6 and the nylon 

material holds up better in  our weather.  

Thank you to the three families that have 

donated flags so far!! �
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???QUESTION OF THE WEEK???�

�

Question for Children:�How do you experience God taking care of you, even in 

times of trouble?�

Question for Youth:�John went out to announce the good news of the Messiah’s 

coming. How can you be good news to your friends and family this week?�

Question for Adults:�When you hear Isaiah comfort the people by promising 

that God is like a shepherd who gathers the lambs into his arms, what is your re-

sponse?�

�



9 �

�

Sunday, December 06, 2020�

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT�

Begin at the end�

Beginnings are really the Act II of endings. That’s why we hear so 

much Apocalypse in the early Advent readings. Something has to 

give way for the new thing to arrive. In order to move into the new 

house, you have to leave the old one. That goes for the life of the 

world to come, as well. So when John the Baptist summons us to 

prepare the Lord’s way, he simultaneously obliges us to repent our 

former way. Consider what obstacles need to “pass away” to “make 

straight” the path of the Christ child’s arrival into your heart.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 40:1�5, 9�11; 2 Peter 3:8�14; 

Mark 1:1�8 (5). “The heavens will pass away with a mighty 

roar, and the Earth and everything done on it will be found 

out.”�

�

Monday, December 07, 2020�

MEMORIAL OF AMBROSE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE 

CHURCH�

To the moon and beyond�

You think you’re busy? Ambrose, one of the four first doctors of the 

church, challenged emperors and combated heresies. He converted 

Saint Augustine and championed celibacy. He was a prolific theolo-

gian and contributed to the music of the church. He was so admired 

he was made a bishop by popular acclaim. Ambrose did a lot of 

different things�who of us could keep up?�but he had one vision 

that we can all get behind: that the church rise “like a growing 

moon” above fleeting worldliness.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 35:1�10; Luke 5:17�26 (181).  

“We have seen incredible things today.”�

�

Tuesday, December 08, 2020�

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF 

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (PATRONAL FEAST DAY 

OF THE USA)�

Original grace�

The Immaculate Conception is so key to Catholic consciousness, it’s 

hard to believe it hasn’t been around forever. The teaching�that 

Mary was born without original sin�was in fact opposed by schol-

arly saints like Anselm, Aquinas, Bernard, and Bonaventure. They 

insisted that, because sin entered the world through Adam and Eve, 

Mary would need salvation as much as the rest of us. But the Coun-

cil of Trent concluded that Mary had been spared, and popular piety 

began to revere her Immaculate Conception. The significance? Per-

haps, as theologian Elizabeth Johnson eloquently points out, it’s that 

“grace is more original than sin.”�

TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 3:9�15, 20; Ephesians 1:3�6, 

11�12; Luke 1:26�38 (689). “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is 

with you.”�

�

Wednesday, December 09, 2020�

MEMORIAL OF JUAN DIEGO CUAUHTLATOATZIN�

Celebrate the messenger of love�

Born in 1474 near modern�day Mexico City, Saint Juan Diego was 

named Cuauhtlatoatzin (Talking Eagle) and according to tradition 

lived among his Chichimeca people until the conquest of Mexico in 

1521. At the age of 50, Juan Diego was baptized by Franciscan mis-

sionaries and began attending daily Mass. While he walked to Mass 

on December 9, 1531, the Blessed Mother appeared to him with a 

special request. So begins the story of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

whose feast we celebrate in three days. Today, we honor Juan Die-

go, the first indigenous saint of the Americas, canonized in 2002, 

who spent the rest of his life as a prayerful hermit tending the first 

shrine built to Guadalupe. On this Advent day, we pray for the grace 

to imitate his humility, trust, and faithfulness.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 40:25�31; Matthew 11:28�30 

(183). “They that hope in the LORD will . . . soar as with ea-

gles’ wings.”�

�

Thursday, December 10, 2020�

ADVENT WEEKDAY�

Walk the simple but elusive path to peace�

As Christians await the Prince of Peace, today the world celebrates 

this year’s Nobel Peace Prize awardee�the U.N. World Food Pro-

gram�for their heroic efforts in war�torn lands in the midst of the 

pandemic. Human beings are prone to conflict, but the craving for 

peace and reconciliation runs deep across cultures and faiths. The 

perennial question is how to achieve it. Here’s a simple but pro-

found answer that has been put forth by the Catholic Campaign for 

Human Development for decades: “If you want peace, work for 

justice.” Ask yourself what step toward justice you can take today.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 41:13�20; Matthew 11:11�15 

(184). “Among those born of women there has been none 

greater than John the Baptist.”�

�

Friday, December 11, 2020�

MEMORIAL OF DAMASUS I, POPE�

Stormy weather�

If we think we’ve got it tough�juggling the gift list, social sched-

ule, family feuds, and ailing bank account�consider Damasus. He 

embodied the truism that faith is more a compass than an insurance 

policy. When he was elected pope, another faction chose someone 

else. What followed were violent battles, scandals, accusations, her-

esies, and troubled relations with the Eastern Church. While we 

might sing carols about the Prince of Peace, the hard reality of hu-

man life has, since the Incarnation, also involved moments of hurri-

cane�force wind. Today, let’s welcome whatever problem we’re 

reluctant to engage, knowing it might be our teacher.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 48:17�19; Matthew 11:16�19 

(185). “If you would hearken to my commandments, your pros-

perity would be like a river.”�

�

Saturday, December 12, 2020�

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE�

Celebrate the feast!�

The apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Mexico City’s Tep-

eyac Hill in 1531 was a game changer. Images of the Virgin had 

typically carried a distinctly European flavor. The Virgin of Guada-

lupe, however, had indigenous features. She would become the first 

Mestiza image, for a people who comprise the racially and cultural-

ly diverse population of modern�day Mexico. Under her spiritual 

care and influence, a variety of peoples could unite at least in spirit-

uality. For Mexican Americans, and Latinos everywhere, la Fiesta 

de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe is among the biggest religious 

celebrations of the year. Join the fiesta.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Zechariah 2:14�17 or Revelation 

11:19a; 12:1�6a, 10ab; Luke 1:26�38 or Luke 1:39�47 (690A). 

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.”�

�

�

�

Daily renewal for busy Catholics. �

Invest just five minutes a day, �

and your faith will deepen and grow �

a day at a time. �

TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved.  Noncommercial reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with permis-

sion from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised  Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular 

contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app available online at TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe.  ©2019 TrueQuest Communications.�
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�

   ��  SACRIFICIAL GIVING REPORT   �

                                        11/22/2020�     11/29/2020�

�

Adult Offering:�      $  4,987.00      $5,044.00�

Loose:��      �      $     220.00      $   253.00�

Online:             �      $  1,128.00      $1,370.00 �

All Saints:� �      $       10.00             n/a�

Immaculate Conception: $        20.00     $      25.00�

Christmas Flowers:�      $     130.00     $    772.00�

Christmas:� �      $       45.00             n/a�

Solemnity of Mary:�      $       20.00     $      15.00�

Youth Offering:�      $       27.00     $      72.00�

Total:�                   �      $  6,587.00     $ 7,551.00�

�

2020 CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL�

�

Pledged to Date: � � $  69,056.00 [225] �

Paid To Date:� � � $  65,935.00�

Assessment: � � � $  65,283.00�

Unpaid Balance:� � $    3,205.00                         �

      �

�

 �

PARISH FAMILY  �

Please pray for those in our Parish Family who are 

hospitalized, ill, homebound and in nursing facilities, 

� as well as those who care for them. �

�

Pray for all those suffering from COVID�19,                       

the healthcare workers who are caring for them and          

all the service providers who are working everyday.  �

�

Pray for all members of the military. �

�

Pray for those who have suffered the experience of 

abuse, may they find through Christ’s presence,�

 deep healing and peace.�

�

PRAY FOR PEACE IN OUR COUNTRY�

�

Baptized  into the Christian Community through 

the waters of Baptism:�

�

EMALINA  ANN   KAISER�

Daughter of Daniel and Angela Kaiser�

�

and �

�

LOGAN SCOTT HAYES�

Son of Scott and Maria Hayes �

�

Congratulations to the following Cathedral Prep 

and Villa Maria students who earned honors �

for the first quarter:�

�

FIRST HONORS�

Rachel Kreidinger, Maddix Landahl, �

Colin Bish, Mason Orlando�

�

SECOND HONORS�

Kylie Ayala, Paige Belton, Camryn Chimera, 

Sarah Komorek, Toriana LaCastro, Caitlin 

O’Brien, Emily Piecuch, Lindsey Trocki, Connor 

Bish, Landon Kalie, Logan Nikolai, Nicholas 

Lydic, Michael Parks, John Santone�

�

Congratulations to the following 8th grade 

students who received renewable scholarships for 

receiving one of the top ten scores on the school 

entrance exams�

�

EVAN THEISEN #4�$2,500  �

Cathedral Prep�

�

KAYLA BOGDANSKI #1�$2,500�

Villa Maria Academy�

�

BRENNA LANDAHL # 7�$1,000�

Villa Maria Academy �
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Geiger & Sons
CEMETERY MEMORIALS

GRANITE KITCHEN
COUNTERTOPS

814-838-3588
Across from Trinity Cemetery

 CHIDO’S 
 DRY CLEANERS, INC.
 Parishioner

1103 State St. • Erie, PA 16501 • (814) 452-6004
605 W. 10th St. • Eric, PA 16502 • (814) 454-9820

• Preplanning
• On Site Cremation

& Tribute Center
•Affordable Funeral Services

1595 West 38th St. • 864-4864
Partners: Garrett J., Austin J., Carl R. & Leo J. Brugger, III

bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Mark F.V. Kloecker, Supervisor
Adrienne Kloecker, F.D. • Francis V. Kloecker III, F.D.

814-454-0156 | kloeckerfuneralhome.com

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

Attorney Peter J. Sala
731 French Street

Erie, PA 16501
(814) 451-0641

Pjsalaw@yahoo.com
Serving Parishioners 

for over 25 years!

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511

814-899-8600
www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

Treating Every Body     Like Family

 814-456-6000  www.hertelandbrown.com

456-6000
• West Erie Plaza
• Harborcreek
• Fairview
• Summit

This Space 
is Available
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455-8071
12TH & L IBERTY
7a-5:30 Mon-Fri 
8a-Noon SatS e r v i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

We ser vice - ALL -  makes and models

$59.99 CLEAN & CHECK SPECIAL
Call for Details

WHEN YOUR EQUIPMENT’S DOWN,
REEVES IS AROUND!

814-459-0004

Remember 
Forever
Mother

Mary K. Facchiano
1905-1997

John & DeDe

“THE CLOSET SHOPPE”
Custom-Closet Designing & 

Installation in Wire & Laminate
Authorized Dealer for Closet 
Maid #1 in Home Respacing

864-4379
Charlie & Mary Lou Betcher

Reliable, experienced and 
compassionate in-home 

care offered 24/7.
Your locally owned source for in-home care.Your locally owned source for in-home care.

814-920-4492
www.homeaidesnow.com

Marius C. Piecuch
D.M.D.

Family Dentistry

3419 State Street
Erie, PA 16508

(814) 456-7821
Office Hours 

by Appointment
Parishioner

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.


