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A LETTER FROM FATHER

In the midst of the current health and economic crises, it’s 
good to stay anchored to the basic truths which formulate our 
response as people of faith to the challenges of the moment. 
All our brothers and sisters may not come from that same 
perspective—but we as Christians ought not lose the distinct 
contribution which our faith brings to the common project 
of our nation and world these days.  For us at St. Tom’s the 
transition of leadership adds still further challenges and 
uncertainties. But we are called to remember three truths:

It’s God’s world; we are here by God’s choice. It’s our responsibility to both 
respond to God’s invitation to “know, love and serve God”, and to be present in the 
world as God calls us to be. In Genesis it was termed “taking care of the garden.” 
We can never sit quietly with God in one corner of the garden while weeds overrun 
everything. In Pope Francis’ words, it’s “care for our common home.”

We can only best understand how to do this by listening to God’s word, and 
that “word” became flesh in the person of Jesus. We both learn how God wishes 
us to address today’s world—and our brothers and sisters in that world—and are 
empowered to do so because of the message of Jesus. That message is His teaching 
and His example. We’re not meant to figure it out for ourselves.

We do this together both from a human perspective and a faith perspective.  We 
are indeed social beings. The message of Jesus has extremely important guidance 
about how we best learn to support one another and promote everyone’s well-
being. The message includes forgiveness, patience, not judging, and being as 
concerned about others’ well-being as we are about our own.

Living as responsible disciples of Jesus in these times is challenging. Jesus knew his 
followers would not have a smooth road ahead. Our openness to his promised gift of 
the Spirit—who would “teach us all things, and bring to mind all that he has taught 
us”—is critical to making the kind of good decisions we need to make in these 
trying times.

In other words, we need to act on what the Teacher has told us. But our unity with 
one another in this community of disciples that we call the Church—the body of 
Christ—enables us to do this better than any of us can do all by ourselves.  We 
strengthen, encourage, mentor, and regroup when necessary. We care for one 
another so that all of us can care for the world around us to make a difference.

The usual “summer down time” will be over quickly; the impact and timeline of 
the COVID-19 crisis will have as-yet undetermined consequences for the way we 
move forward as this particular “sub-group” of the People of God. But we ARE God’s 
people. We need to trust God, love God, listen to God.  Then we will be united with 
God.

My prayers for you all,
Fr. Charlie Ritter
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RCIA—WHY CATHOLICISM?

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is an ongoing formation process 
by which the faithful can enter into full 
communion with the Catholic Church.  
Sessions at St. Tom’s usually begin in 
September and continue through May, 
with those in formation being brought 
into the Church at the Easter Vigil.  This 
year, St. Tom’s has 11 individuals in 
the process—4 
elect (who will 
be baptized) and 
7 candidates 
(who are already 
baptized but 
will receive the 
sacraments of 
Holy Eucharist and 
Confirmation).

Each Wednesday evening, the elect, 
candidates, their sponsors, and the 
team (a total of more than30 people) 
would gather in the Romero Room for 
sharing of faith, prayer, and study of 
scripture and theCatholic Church. In 
March, they were anointed with the Oil 
of Catechumens at a Sunday Mass and 
then attended the Rite of Election at 
Rosary Cathedral, at which time Bishop 
Thomas “elected” them to join the 
Church.  They were scheduled to receive 

the Sacraments of Initiation at the 
Easter Vigil.

Of course, the pandemic hit, and 
public Masses were suspended. In 
turn, electronic meetings using online 
software and viewing of documentaries 
at Formed.org replaced the weekly “live” 
sessions. At this time, the 11 elect and 

candidates are 
continuing their 
formation, waiting 
for the reopening 
of public Masses 
and for the bishop 
to set a new date 
for initiation. 
Please continue 
to pray for the 
elect, candidates, 

sponsors, and team as they prepare for 
eventual communion with the Church.

In addition, if you or someone you know 
is interested in finding out more about 
the Catholic Church or being confirmed, 
you are encouraged to contact Deacon 
Dan (DeaconDan@sttoms.com) who 
is the Director of RCIA. St. Tom’s has 
already begun to sign up new inquirers 
who will begin the process this 
September.

Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I 
commanded you”

Matthew 28:19

PRAY FOR 

RCIA
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NEWMAN CENTER LIVING

Being a student involved at St. Tom's 
allows me to practice my faith as much 
as I can while having 17-18 credit hours 
of school to do. There are plenty of 
ministries at St. Tom's, so if I have a lot 
of homework to do one night there will 
still be plenty of other opportunities to 
participate in the community. There are 
plenty of friends to be made here, but 
you also have to make a leap and talk 
to others. St. Tom's is community living 
so people are going to form friendships 
and relationships. Me personally, I love it 
here because of the many opportunities 
I have had to grow in my own faith and 
be able to give my own yes to God. It has 
also been a great opportunity to grow 
in authentic friendships with others in 
the community. St. Tom's also allows me 
to have a support system for when I go 
onto campus and evangelize to others 
so that they can experience the Catholic 
faith on BGSU’s campus.

Tucker Howard, Sophomore
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STAFF HIGHLIGHT: ELYSSA THEIS

Hey beautiful people! 

My name is Elyssa Theis and I am serving as one of the Newman 
Housing Minsters along with Megan Forstheofel and Rob Martin. It 
is such a privilege to be able to serve the Saint Thomas More Parish 
by hosting and planning events such as Morning Prayer, Lord’s Day, 
Friday Night Out’s, and Newman Nights. 

My favorite part of the job is when students frantically text me that 
the fridge or other outlets in the kitchen are not working and then I 
walk in, simply flip the breaker and everything is all good. They look 
at me like, “Wow did you just fix that that fast?!” Okay...that might 
not be my favorite but for real, my favorite part of the job is simply 
serving the students and being a leader. 

I love having deep conversations with students regarding faith or 
life and growing together with them. This position has allowed me 
to grow deeper in my faith and made me realize that there are times 
where I cannot do it alone and simply need to rely on the Lord for 
strength, patience, multiplying my sleep, love and everything else! 

My heart is so grateful for the opportunity to be able to serve God’s 
people in this position. I am excited to see the way the Lord will 
continue to transform this community and all the people involved!

Elyssa Theis, Senior
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LEAP INTO LENT

In a day packed with activities, we kicked off the Lenten Season with the 2020 Lenten Day of Reflection: Leap Into Lent. The first 
Saturday in Lent February 29, Leap Day) was spent with the St.Tom’s community by deeply exploring the history and meaning of 
Lent and Stations of the Cross, getting to spend an hour in adoration, going to reconciliation, and finally wrapping up with praying 
the Stations of the Cross.

Thinking about how the weather changes at this time of year, John Brahier explained in the first conference about the history of 
Lent—that the word for Lent comes from the old English word Lencten meaning lengthening of days (referring to spring). This 
was a beautiful idea to think and pray about!  Then during Deacon Dan’s conference about the Stations of the Cross, he started out 
asking us when you squeeze something, like an orange, what comes out? The answer is what’s insideor the “essence” of the thing.  
When Jesus was “squeezed” on the road to Calvary, what came out? How does that compare with what most of us feel when we get 
“squeezed”?

The day continued with a delicious lunch and then time spent together in church. Participants were able to engage in Eucharistic 
Adoration and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation with several visiting priests, as well as to pray Pope Benedict’s Way of 
the Cross. Also, RCIA candidates and catechumens took part in the Rite of Sending that occurs before they make their way to the 
cathedral for the Rite of Election on the first Sunday of Lent.  

This was the third annual Lenten Day of Reflection—in the first year, there were approximately 20 attendees. Last year, there were 
about 50 people, and this year we had a record 80 participants! Make plans now to attend the fourth annual event next year!

Jared Hollar, Senior

"Even now, says the 
Lord, return to me with 
your whole heart, with 
fasting, and weeping, 
and mourning; Rend 
your hearts, not your 
garments, and return to 
the Lord, your God."

Joel 2:12-13



SPRING 2020

/sttomsbgsu |     #BGSUStToms |      @sttoms_bgsu

GIVE A LITTLE, GET A LITTLE

ENDOWMENT UPDATE
We at St. Thomas More University Parish have been able to give back to our 
college students and permanent community members through your gifts you 
have shared with us over the past few years. We have been beyond blessed and 
able to update our Newman Housing Apartments, replace our hymnal holders in 
the pews, install a beautiful new storage barn, and much, much more. This was all 
possible because of you and your generosity. THANK YOU! 
 
We have come a long way as a parish community. When we asked for support 
from you, we have not been disappointed. Rather, we surpassed our original goal 
and were able to reach beyond where we started over 6 years ago. Let’s not stop 
there! When we stop growing as a community, we stop experiencing what our 
gifts are capable of doing for the glory of God. With all of this in mind, here is a 
snapshot of our endowment fund at the end of 2012, 2016, and in the Fall of 2019:

  The endowment as of December 31, 2012 was $320,234.90
  The endowment as of December 31, 2016 was $154,209.88
  The endowment as of September 30, 2019  was $301,266.12
For the first time in the history of St. Thomas More parish, we were able to take a 
portion of our Endowment Fund and truly invest for our future. at the beginning 
of 2019, our Finance council was able to take $50,000 and invest in the Catholic 
Foundation Mutual Fund. The amount given through September 2019 is the 
reflection after the investment was made, and shows just how generous our 
community is. As always, prayers are graciously appreciated for the continuation 
of our parish, and the ministries offered to the students and parishioners.

A WORLD IN CRISIS, A 
NEED FOR CHRIST
These past few weeks have been like 
nothing we have known in our lifetime. 
People are terrified, unsure of the 
hidden dangers interacting with others 
will do for those around us.

We have also been called into solidarity 
to fast from the Eucharist and public 
Mass until after Easter on top of the fear. 
This, again, is the first time something 
like this has halted us in our daily 
routine. But does that mean we have 
been abandoned? Absolutely not. 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, 
imagine how much joy will be shared 
at the first Mass after this crisis is over. 
Imagine the rediscovered love for Christ 
in the Eucharist, and how we will no 
longer take advantage of the presence of 
our Lord. When we keep these thoughts 
at the forefront of this difficult journey, 
we will finally be able to see Christs' 
light. 

Want to help us secure our future as a parish community and see our ministries continue 
to touch the lives of those who encounter our community? Here are some ways that you 
can do both!

We understand monetary gifts are not the only way to give back to the faith community 
that has inspired many lives. If financial standings do not allow you to donate monetarily, 
we graciously accept prayers for all of what we do at St. Thomas More University Parish. 

May God bless you for all that you do.

SEND US A CHECK
Make checks payable to St. Thomas More 

University Parish

DONATE ONLINE
Go to sttoms.com/donate and sign up to 

become a donor today!

AUTO-WITHDRAWAL
Don’t stress about remembering to donate, 

do it automatically from our website

PLEDGE ENVELOPE
Give what you can, and don’t forget to mail 

it back to us, ANYTHING is appreciated

_____________________________________

"God gives where he finds empty hands." -Saint Augustine
_____________________________________
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