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A LETTER FROM FATHER
Dear Friends,

It is good to be home! St. Thomas More is a “Home away from 
Home” for our BGSU students and it is so good to hear their 
laughter around our parish campus and to see their faces—even 
if only from the nose up! It is a real blessing to pray together in 
person at Holy Mass, to enjoy late night conversations around 
a bonfire, to share a socially-distant meal together at our bi-
weekly “Thou Shall Chow” Sunday Night dinners, and to learn 
and grow in the faith. 

This is a homecoming for me as well! Though I only became the pastor here at                
St. Tom’s on July 1 of this year, I am no stranger to the parish or our cozy college 
town. I am a 2004 graduate of Bowling Green High School and spent my freshman 
year of college studying Foreign Language Education here at BGSU before I entered 
the seminary. Almost daily I made the journey from the Kreischer Quad Residence 
Hall all the way across campus to the Blessed Sacrament Chapel at St. Tom’s to spend 
time in prayer and discern the Lord’s call in my life. After some renovations over the 
years, what was once that Blessed Sacrament chapel is now the sacristy where the 
priest and deacon vest for Holy Mass. Each time I enter into that space to prepare 
to celebrate the Eucharist, I am reminded of God’s amazing providence and the 
transformation that happens in the lives of our students here at St. Thomas More. It 
is good to be home!

It is certainly tempting to focus on all of the activities and programs that we’re not 
able to enjoy this year due to social distancing requirements and virus mitigation 
guidelines. It’s much more important, however, to realize that God is still at work in 
our world, in our Church, and in our campus parish! Each Wednesday night as I watch 
students come to the Church to spend an hour with Jesus in prayer and song before 
the Blessed Sacrament, I am reminded that God is at work. Each day when I flip on 
the green light above the confessional and folks are lined up to receive God’s mercy 
and grace, I am reminded that God is at work. As we gathered with the Bishop to beg 
God to heal the wounds of racism in our nation, I am reminded that God is at work. As 
our campus ministry leaders have sought to find times and locations for small groups 
and bible studies, I am reminded that God is at work. Looking back on 2020, we’ll all 
have a lot of things to say, I’m sure. But with eyes of faith to see, we’ll also be able to 
say that God was indeed at work and that 2020, despite it all, was a year of grace for 
our St. Thomas More Family.

This year, like every year, God is being worshiped, friendships are growing, and lives 
are being transformed at St. Thomas More University Parish. I’m so very happy to be 
the pastor of this parish and to count you as my partners in mission! Whether you’re 
receiving this newsletter as a parent, a benefactor, an alumnus, or a member of our 
permanent community, I am glad that you are part of our extended St. Tom’s family. I 
look forward to the day when we can gather together and get to know one another in 
person. Stay healthy and stay holy!

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Jeff Walker
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HOLY HOUR
WITH BISHOP THOMAS
On Tuesday, September 1, Bishop Daniel 
Thomas called on all of the faithful in 
the Diocese of Toledo to pray and fast 
for the healing of the wounds of racism. 
Each parish in the diocese was requested 
to hold a Holy Hour of prayer for that 
intention, and Bishop Thomas himself 
chose to preside at the hour of prayer 
here at St. Thomas More. Many students, 
permanent community members, and 
some neighbors from St. Aloysius parish 
filled the church to beg the Lord to change 
minds and heal hearts afflicted by the 
scourge of racism. As our Lord himself 
said, “If two of you agree on earth about 
anything for which they are to pray, it 
shall be granted to them by my heavenly 
Father” (Mt 18:19). May God hear our 
prayers for an increase in respect for the 
dignity of every human person.

Sophia Bauer, Director of Marketing
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Each year brings new and exciting 
challenges to campus ministry. While this 
year is no different, we are being stretched 
further than ever before. Following the 
guidelines of the university, diocese, 
and State in their response to COVID-19 
has forced us to look intentionally at 
campus ministry and how we can best 
serve the students of BGSU and beyond; 
both in person and virtually. The student 
leadership has met this challenge head 
on and are excited to announce small 
group ministry opportunities!

For these small groups to find success, 
the students have been empowered to 
put their own spin on the topics. They 
certainly took this to heart and have 
come up with some incredible groups! 
Lisa is delving into the Jewish Roots 
of Catholicism which will piggyback 
on Christian’s study of the Saints and 
the Scripture. Shannon and Julius took 

their love for espresso and created 
“Christ’s Coffee Shop” where the focus 
is on growing through intentional 
conversation. Deanna, inspired by her 
love of crafts, is going to use art as a 
creative outlet for connecting to God. 
We are also in the process of developing 
a virtual small group led by Kathleen in 
order to connect with the students who 
chose to spend this semester at home.

These new groups are our way of still 
having Catholic Falcon Nights in a  
COVID-friendly way. We are also blessed 
to be able to continue to partner with 
Arise Women’s Prayer Group which was 
started in collaboration with St. Tom’s 
students a few years ago. Maccabees 
Men’s Group is also returning to help 
men find the virtue in true manhood. 

Alicia Schmiesing, Campus Minister 

BIG FAITH IN SMALL GROUPS
"The student leadership
has met this challenge

head on and are excited
to announce small group
ministry opportunities!"

FINGERPRINTS ON THE CEILING ALUMNI FEATURE

CAMERON DAVIS
Union, Kentucky (Metro Cincinnati)
Statistics Major, Chemistry Minor
Class of 2011

Q: Where are you currently at in life?
A: I am married to my bride, Marley, we 
met at BG my freshman year. We are 
Falcon Flames! We have been married for 
9 years and have 4 kids (Cecilia, James, 
Maria, and Baby Davis Due March 2021). 

I work at Citi as the North America 
Collections Technology Strategy Lead. 
Long story short, I’m the guy in Office 
Space that has people skills. 

Q: What is your favorite Memory of 
Bowling Green?
A: My wife and I love to eat, so one of 
our favorite places in town was Easy 
Street Cafe. We had many dates there. 
That’s also where I met her father for the 
first time. You also can’t go wrong with 
the Cookie Jar. Still has one of the best 
cookies I’ve ever had.

Q: What was your favorite St. Tom's 
memory?
A: There are several: 1) Daily Mass. I 
loved that I could easily go to Mass every 
day while being a full time student and 
working on campus. 2) Koinonia. It was 
the first retreat I had ever done and I 
loved it so much that I helped to lead it 5 
other times! 3) Theresa Williams. TDUBs! 
Isn’t she the absolute greatest?!

Q: Why was the Catholic Community at 
BGSU significant in your life?
A: It showed me what being a member of 
the Body of Christ meant. It helped me 
to understand what it means to belong 
to the universal church. It gave me a 
foundation to deal with trials in adult life. 
It showed me the importance of having a 
strong Catholic community.

It was important because I came to 
college with an 8th grade understanding 
of my faith. I entered that community 
with people just like me, and we had 
upper class men we could look to for 
guidance and mentoring because only 
a few short years ago, they were in our 
shoes.

God blessed us with a group in Florida...
[for] young families that we could look to 
for guidance and mentoring...All of these 
communities help me to be the Catholic I 
am today and will continue to challenge 
me to be a better Catholic tomorrow.

Cameron and Marley Davis with their three 
children Cecelia, James, and Maria
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I couldn't be more blessed to have found 
the Newman Housing Community two 
years ago.  This is my third year as a 
student at Bowling Green State University. 
I love living in this community because 
there are so many amazing people I've 
become friends with. The structure 
around God that this community has 
inspired me to be a better Christian and 
to have a stronger relationship with 
Jesus. 

I have made so many memories living here. I started out a little 
shy my first year but as I got to know people I realized I was 
able to be myself around them. My experiences here, I know, 
are unlike those I would have had if I had lived anywhere else. 
I tried to participate in as many activities as I could my first 
year, to meet new people. I love how in communities like this, 
everyone is incredibly friendly and they feel like family by the 
end of the year. 

We had an undoubtedly hard and confusing spring semester, 
with everything going Online so suddenly. Being home for a 
while was good, but I'm sure like many others, I couldn't wait to 
get back with my friends in the Newman Housing Community. 
I know everyone working behind the scenes has done a lot 
to make sure we students were able to come back. I couldn't 
imagine, even with things being different this year. not living 
here for my last two years of college. I am eternally grateful for 
everything this community has done for me. 

Stephany Divaccaro, Junior

I first learned about St. Tom's when my 
parents and I were on a tour in BG. We 
noticed that there was a Newman Center 
and we thought that was cool because we 
attend a Newman Center in Columbus. 
As a freshman living at Kohl Hall, I met 
my friend Nate who is involved [here] at 
the Newman Center, and I learned more 
about the community from him. Living 
here meant a lot to me because [this] is a 
good community of people that share the 

same values as me. During the pandemic this community offers 
a safe place to live and interact with other people.

Nico Hartzell, Sophomore

MY HOME AWAY 
FROM HOME
LIVING IN A TRUE COMMUNITY OF FAITH

I wanted to be a part of Newman Housing 
my Junior year because I wanted to be 
part of the community. I thought there 
was no better way to do that than to 
live at the church with a group of people 
who shared my values. Sadly, at the end 
of last year we had to get sent home, but 
that didn't stop me from wanting to live 
in Newman Housing again. Not only is it 
close to campus, but there are so many 
kind people who genuinely want to talk 

to you and go on spontaneous adventures together. And I have 
found that that has only grown this year. Newman Housing has 
given me the chance to meet new people and become a part 
of a community when I felt I had nowhere else to go. I didn't 
have a lot of close friends my first couple years of college and 
didn't have anyone to room with me when I went off campus. 
With Newman Housing I didn't need to have that figured out 
and I wasn't worried about getting stuck with a bad roommate 
because we all came here to be together.

Katherine Croswell, Senior
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Hi everyone! For those who don’t know 
me, my name is Ed Gerrity and I’m the 
Director of Music at St. Tom’s. I grew up 
in Buffalo, NY, the middle of 5 siblings, 
and first moved to Ohio in 2005. I studied 
Music Education/Jazz Studies at The 
Ohio State University from ‘05-06 before 
transferring to the University at Buffalo, 
graduating with my BA in Philosophy 
with a Music minor in 2009. Right out of 
college I returned to Ohio, taking a job 

as Music Director at a Catholic church in Bellevue, OH. Shortly 
afterwards I met my wife, Jessica, and we relocated to the 
Toledo area. We have four children, Madelyn 
(8), Abigail (6), Jackson (3), and baby Isla (8 
months) who keep me busy constantly when I 
am not at St. Tom’s.

In the past, I have played in multiple jazz and 
rock bands, so I love to play all kinds of music on 
the piano. I find myself listening to more contemporary praise 
music since joining St. Tom’s and taking part in our Nights of 
Worship. I also enjoy traveling all over the place (including too 
many trips to Disney World with our munchkins), and always 
look forward to finding new travel destinations to explore. 
I consider myself a huge sports fan and try to teach my kids 
about any games they will let me watch.

My journey to St. Tom’s was an adventure. I was previously 
working at St. Joseph Church in Sylvania for the past 8 years 

as an assistant music director when St. Tom’s first came on my 
radar. I found myself in an unprecedented break from playing 
for church due to Covid-19 shutting down in-person Masses 
when Fr. Charlie Ritter contacted me about playing for St. 
Tom’s. After visiting BG and spending the afternoon chatting 
with Fr. Ritter and Sophia, I was excited at the prospect of 
joining such a vibrant and exciting parish. We made plans for 
me to play for Masses a couple of weeks into the future (when 
in-person Masses would resume) but upon returning home 
that afternoon, it was announced that classes (and Masses) 
would be canceled indefinitely. Despite my disappointment, 
God decided to bring me back into the fold to play for St. Tom’s 
streaming Easter Sunday service, and I was hopeful to be back 

sooner than later. I was able to meet with Fr. Jeff 
over the summer and knew that the move was a 
perfect fit for my family and I. God’s timing has 
blessed me with a wonderful new parish that I 
grow to love more and more every week.

My favorite part of St. Tom’s so far is getting to 
talk and work with so many talented, excited students. I’m 
constantly impressed by the abilities of the students and how 
generous they are with their time and talent. I also love seeing 
how prayerful and holy the students are, early mornings and 
late nights, attending Mass and Eucharistic Adoration, and 
singing their hearts out at Nights of Worship. Getting to work 
with such a young and vibrant parish is a privilege and I am 
excited for what the future holds at St. Tom’s. I look forward 
to meeting many more of you and continuing to settle in at my 
new parish home!

STAFF HIGHLIGHT EDWARD GERRITY

I was excited at the 
prospect of joining 
such a vibrant and 

exciting parish.
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"I have always had some concern 
with a couple Catholic Church 
beliefs/policies. I was afraid that by 
taking the class I would be saying 
that I would become Catholic no 
matter whether or not I agreed 
with those beliefs...I needed a lot 
of answers to my concerns, there 
was never any pressure to continue. 
As I progressed through the RCIA 
process, all of my concerns were 
addressed. On June 6, 2020 I was 
initiated into the Catholic Church 
and [for] the first time I feel like I 
belong to a Church."

Anonymous

"I attended Catholic Church for 
48 years and we guided our three 
children through twelve years of 
parochial school while nurturing 
their faith. I just never completed or 
formalized the process to become 
a Catholic myself. Fathers [Jason 
and Charlie] and Deacon [Dan] 
welcomed me, and quickly I felt part 
of the St. Tom’s family and a bond 
formed. My faith was deepened and 
with my husband as my sponsor it 
also brought us closer. I am so glad 
I did, and the challenges of the 
pandemic just made me that more 
determined to follow the journey."

Anonymous

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY

BECOMING CATHOLIC
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is an apprenticeship in living the 
Christian life as a member of the Catholic Church. Under the guidance and direction 
of Deacon Dan, this process provides a formation in discipleship for adults who are 
not baptized and are hearing about Christ for the first time as well as an introduction 
to the Roman Catholic Church for adults baptized in another Christian denomination. 
This is also an opportunity for those adults who have been baptized as Catholics to 
complete their initiation and receive the Sacrament of Confirmation and First Holy 
Communion. 

This past spring, eleven new parishioners received the Sacraments of Initiation 
on the Feast of the Holy Trinity. Several people have already expressed interest in 
learning more about becoming Catholic over the coming months and our formation 
process will begin in October. Let us continue to pray that many will be led to the 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and find a home in His Church through the ministry 
of our St. Thomas More University Parish. 
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BY MAIL
Fill out and return the enclosed 

envelopes with a check or money 
order made out to St. Thomas 

More University Parish.

ONLINE
Go to sttomsbg.org/donate to 
make a one-time or monthly 

donation using a credit or debit 
card, PayPal, or Venmo

AUTO WITHDRAW
Call Theresa at 419.352.7555 ext 11 
to set up an automatic, recurring 
withdrawal from your checking 

account with no fees for anyone!

“Some give by going to the missions. Others go by giving to the missions.”

The above quote is attributed to a number of different saints. Whoever may have said 
it first, it’s still true today! College campuses in the 21st century are truly mission 
territories for the Church. Thousands of souls flock to our campus each year seeking 
knowledge, understanding, transformation, and relationship. Our University Parish 
offers them all that and MORE!

We strive to be good stewards of our resources and use your gifts wisely to advance 
the mission entrusted to us to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ at Bowling Green 
State University.

Join us as a partner in mission by making a financial contribution to one of the funds 
below and a pledge of spiritual support.

Secure the future of campus ministry in Bowling Green by donating to the Endowment 
Fund which supports capital projects approved by our parish finance council.

Make our mission and ministries possible by donating to the Mission Support Fund, 
formerly known as the “AA - Annual Appeal,” which directly funds the evangelization 
and catechesis of BGSU students, faculty, and staff members.

Take care of our St. Tom’s family by setting up a recurring donation to our Virtual 
Collection Basket to keep our lights on, our facilities sanitized, the temperature 
controlled, and the sacristy stocked!

We count on our benefactors most of all for spiritual support! Please remember 
St. Thomas More University Parish and the BGSU community in your daily prayers! 
Know of our prayers for you. Spread out across the world, we are united in the 
Eucharist. Holy Mass is now offered on the First Thursday of every month for the 
intention of our benefactors. 

PARTNERS IN MISSION A special thank you to those 
who contributed to the Seton 
Hall boiler project! Thanks to 
your generosity, the new boiler 
has been completely paid for 
and installation is underway as 
of this printing. All those who 
use Seton Hall and our meeting 
rooms will be grateful for the 
warmth when the cold weather 
blows in!
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